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ERATUMU»«.Io  Kne  %7t  of  Sir  IL  Mam't  Speech,  Nor.  *,  Y7<7«  §at 
**.  Im  AtingT  Ra4  *<  ia  not  Spao^J** 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 


SHO]ft.T  as  the  period  has  been  fince  the  laft  Scf-* 
(ion  clofed,  it  has  teemed  with  events,  few  in 
hnmber  indeed,  but  uncommonly  intereiling  and  im- 
portant to  this  tountry.  The  Navy  of  England  has 
long  acquired,  as  its  moft  rancorous  enemies,  the 
li'rench  Republic,  themfelves  nowacknowledge,  the  em* 
pire  of  the  lea,  and  maintained  its  marine  dominion  by 
a  fuccedion  of  exploits  the  moft  gallant  and  glorious 
that  ever  graced  the  page  of  Naval  Hiftory.  After 
having  aimoft  annihilated  the  fleet  of  France,  and  not 
only  fttuck  a  blow  againft  that  of  Spain  that  has  ma« 
terially  weakened  her  marine  force,  but  blocked  up 
the  remainder  of  her  crippled  ihips  of  war  fo  as*  to 
render  them  of  no  ufe  to  the  power  to  which  they 
belong ;  our  befotted  neighbours,  the  Dutch,  who 
have  had  the  honour  of  fo  clofe  a  hug  in  the  frater* 
nal  embrace  with  which  the  French  Republic  favour- 
ed them,  that  their  political  breath  msky  be  faid  to 
have  been  nearly  fqueezed  out  of  theif  bodies,  on 
hearing  that  Admiral  Duncan  had  takes[  the  chief 
part  of  his  fquadron  to  refit  at  Yarmouth,  at  length 
ventured  from  their  long  continued  anchorage  in  the 
Texel ;  but  by  the  unexampled  exertion  of  the  Britifii 
Commander,  who  put  to  fea  the  moment  he  heard 
the  Dutch  had  come  out,  and  under  circumftances 
which  would  probably  have  warranted  an  officer  of  lefa 
courage  in  declining  the  rifque  of  an  a£don,  eagerly 
foueht  the  enem)^  and  engaged  them  in  a  manner  the 
molt  mafterly,  and  as  the  Dutch  Admiral,  De  Winter, 
Vol' I.  1797.  a  ackaow- 


;    (  H  ) 

Acknowledges,  in  his  account  of  the  battle,  altogether 
unexpefted.  That  very  circumftance  proves  that  our 
Admirars  gallantry  was  equalled  by  his  judgment  and 
his  ikill  as  a  feaman,  and  the  obRinate  valour  mani- 
fefted  by  the  Durch  Admiral,  his  brave  opponent,  and 
the  officers  and  failors  of  his  fleet,  refleds  the  higheft 
honour  upon  them,  while  in  an  eaual  proportion  it 
heightens  the  brilliancy  of  tjie  exploit,  and  adds  a 
new  luflre  to  the  glory  of  the  vidtory. 

No  fooner  was  thib  illuftrious  proof  of  the  fupe- 
riority  of  our  navy  known  in  England,  jthan  it 
was  followed  by  an  event  of  a  Icfs  pleafing  feature. 
Intelligence  was  received  of  the  Emperor's  having 
figned  a  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace  with  France, 
a  circumftance  deeply  to  be  lamented  by  every 
friend  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain;  but  though 
it  increafes  the  difficulty  of  the  crifis,  it  ought 
not  to  difpirit  the  Britilh  nation,  whole  refources, 
whofe  valour,  and  whofe  patriotifm,  are  capable  of 
coping  with  "fearful  odds  ;*'  they  have  no  reafon  there- 
fore to  feel  the  fmalleft  defpondency,  if  they  will  but,  on 
an  occafionfo  momentous,  condefcend  toenjoy  (he<lig- 
nified  gratification  ofdifmiffmg  all  fenfe  of  political 
and  party  difi^erences  of  opinion  from  their  minds, 
and  unite  as  one  man  determined  on  one  purpoie^  the 
repulfion  of  every  effi3rt  of  an  enemy  perpetually  pro- 
faning the  name  of  Liberty,  and  trumpet-tongued 
with  freedom,  daily  affording  glaring  proofs  of  their 
being  the  mod  favage  and  relentlefsMinifters  of  unqua- 
lified defpotifm  that  ever  fcourged  mankind. 

The  gafconade  of  the  French  Republic,  publiihed 
in  their  late  decree,  by  which  their  army  of  the  coafts 
is  denominated  the  Army  of  England^  and  th^  grofs 
abufe  and  illiberal  inveftive  with  which  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Great  Britain  is  loaded  in  the  recent  fpeeches 
of  General  Berthier  and  Citizen  Monge  to  the  French 
Direftory,,  form  a  curious  fequence  to  the  conduit  <)f 
theDiredory  i^  their  laieNego.iation  with  Lord  Mal- 
melbtury,  the  papers  relative  to  which  recently  laid 

before 
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before  Pariiament  prove^  beyond  all  queftion,  that 
the  French  Negotiators,  afting  na  doubt  agreeably  to 
their  inftruftions,  manifefted  the  greatefl  duplicity 
and  infidioufhefs,  till  they  thought  it  a  convenient 
moment  to  drop  the  curtain  on  the  farce  of  Negdti* 
ation,  which  they  had  chofen  to  exhibit  to  Europe 
by  their  firft  Comedians,  and  afterwards  by  their 
doubles. 

Upon  the  clofe  of  fuch  a  fcenc,  it  is  correfpondent 
to  follow  it  up  by  turning,  the  tables  on  us,  and  pro- 
claiming their  charge  of  Britifli  perfidy  in  the  face  of 
the  world  ;  when  he  that  runs  may  read,  that  it  is  the 
French  Republic  to  whom  is  folely  to  be  attributed 
the  continuance  of  the  horrors  of  War,  and  that  good 
faith,  plain  dealing,  and  an  ardent  defire  for  Peace 
on  honourable  terms,  were  incontrovcrtibl.y  evinced 
by  this  nation  in  every  ftep  that  their  noble  and  able 
Negociator  took  in  the  difcharge  of  the  difficult  duty 
with  the  execution  of  which  he  was  honoured. 

The  refult  of  the  rupture  of  the  Treaty  is,  however, 
fo  important,  that  he  would  be  an  unwife  and  a  dif- 
honeft  man  who  attempted  to  conceal  froni  others, 
and  a  weak  one  if  he  wilhed  to  fliut  his  own  eyes  to 
the  very  iSerious  confequences  that  obvioufly  may  arife 
from  (he  event.  France  threatens  an  immediate  inva- 
fion ;  poffibly  an  idle  and  an  empty  menace.  The  defeat 
of  the  Dutch  fleet  renders  it  a  threat  not  eafily  reduced 
to  praftice.  But  with  np  means  of  providing  for  their 
numerous  armies  upon  the  Continent,  or  at  home, 
what  may  not  a  delperate  toe,  drunk  with  fuccefs,  at- 
tempt in  thehour  of  wildenthufiafm  and  political  phren- 
zy?  To  lofe  a  great  part  of  their  army  woulJ  be  an 
advantage  to  them.  To  fucceed  in  iheir  efibit  to  land 
in  any  part  of  thefe  kingdoms,  would  be  their  mod 
glorious  triumph,  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  tu- 
mult of  their  exultation  if,  by  any  unfortunate  conj- 
bination  of  ciroimftances,  they  Ihould  be  enabled  to 
•xercife  their  wonderful  talent  at  public  reform  with 

a  2  regard 
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regard  to  the  Conftitution  of  this  country.  Thefe, 
the  Writer  is  aware>  are  all  extravagant  fuppofitioas } 
but  the  ferious  and  reflefting  reader  will  not  deny 
that  they  are  in  poflibility,  and  therefore  fit  to  be  held 
in  view. 

At  fuch  an  awful  crifis  it  becomes  an  intelligent 
and  prudent  i^atipn  to  prepare  for  the  worft,  and, 
without  being  difmayed  on  the  one  h^nd,  or  raflily 
confident  of  fecurity  on  the  other,  tc  ad  with  a  manly 
firainefs,  and  take  fuch  meafures  of  defence  as  IBaU 
appear  to  be  the  bieft  calculated  for  repelling  any  ho(» 
tile  attempts  of  the  enemy  on  thefe  kingdoms,  and 
preferving  our  Conftitution,  Religion,  Laws,  and  li* 
berties,  facred  and  inviolate* 

It  was  the  boaft  of  our  anceftors  that  they  were 
Englifhmen,  and  lived  under  a  conftitution  fo  happily 
framed  and  tempered,  that  its  fubjefts  fully  enjoyed  the 
blefBngs  iof  freedom,  guarded  and  fecured  by  falutary 
laws,  that  at  once  tended  to  preferve  its  continuance^ 
^nd  prevent  its  abufe ;  and  that  the  government  pof- 
feiTed  all  the  energetic  power  of  an  abfolute  monarcby» 
without  its  defpotifm.  Like  faithful  ftewards  for  pof^ 
terity,  they  took  care  to  hand  down  this  conftitutioa 
upimpaired  to  their  fucceifors,  from  age  to  age.  It 
would  therefore  naturally  be  imagined^  that  the  fame 
patriotifm,  the  fame  zeal,  the  fame  dignified  ardouv 
would  infpire  the  breail  of  every  man  who  has  the 
honour  of  a  feat  in  the  feinate,  and  that  in  a  moment 
of  fuch  unexampled  difficulty  as  the  prefent,  when 
theie  is  more  occafipQ  to  look  up  to  the  coUedive 
wifdom  of  Parliament,  for  fafety  from  its  councils, 
than  was  ever  experienced  fince  Great  Britain  held 
her  hea4'high  amoiig  nations,  and  was  confidered 
univerfally  as  one  of  the  greateft  powers  of  Europe* 
In  what  view,  then,  are  we  to  regard  the  phaenome- 
non  that  we  now  witnefs,  the  feceffion  of  the  leadei» 
of  Oppofition  from  their  duty  In  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament ?  A  meafure  as  unwife  in  policy,  as  it  is  falfe 

in 
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in  principle.  A  me^ure,  which  if  adopted  hy  halveit 
as  it  has  been  in  the  prefent  inftance,  becomes  ridicu^ 
lous  and  contemptible  ;  if  carried  to  the  full  extent, 
it  at  once  combines  the  double  guilt  of  breach  of  truft 
and  defertion  of  duty,  and  that  of  the  higheft  nature 
that  can  be  entrufted  with  any  fubjeft  of  the  Britiih 
crown.  Is  it  neceffary  to  remind  thofe  Members  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  who  chufe  at  prefent  to  abf(*nt 
themfelves>  that  they  are  fent  to  Parliament  as  the 
reprefentatives  of  others  ;  that  from  the  moment  they 
are  elefted^  the  interefts,  not  merely  of  their  indivi« 
dual  conftituents,  but  of  the  whole  nation,  are  deli- 
vered over  to  their  care ;  and  in  the  difcharge  of  their 
legiflative  fimdions,  they  are.  bound  to  the  bed  of 
their  wifdom^  ability,  and  judgment,  to  watch  over 
their  prefervation  ?  On  what  principle,  then,  of  in- 
tegrity, is  it,  that  thefe  gentlemen  conceive  they  are 
i^ntitled,  as  an  aft  of  mere  volition^  to  abandon  their 
pofts  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  leave  their  conftitu- 
cnts,  in  efed,  unreprefented  ?  Qualify  their  condud 
9vith  the  moil  plauiibie  excufe  that  human  ingenuity 
can  devife,.  and  it  will  (liil  remain  impoflible  to  prove 
that  it  is  not  a  breach  of  truft.  The  only  pretence 
that  has  hitherto  been  alledged,  is  that  the  Oppofitioa 
feel  that,  in  confequence  of  the  majority  who  fupport 
the  Minifter's  meafures,  they  can  do  little  or  no  good 
for  their  conflituents.  The  allegation  is  not  founded 
in  faft,  and  even  if  it  were,  it  is  taking  into  their 
own^  hands  what  is,  properly  fpeaking,  the  right  of 
4heir  conftituents.  the  right  of  judging  and  deciding 
on  the  condud  of  their  reprefentatives  in  Parliament. 
If  they  thought  their  condudl  inefficient  or  ufelefs^ 
they  would  .doubtlefs  manifeft  their  opinion^  by  fail- 
ing again  to  fend  them  to  Parliament,  whenever  op- 
portunity offered  for  a  new  eledion.  As  to  the  faa, 
(h^t  becaufe  the  Minifter  has  a  commanding  majority^ 
they  can  do  no  .good,  every  day's  experience,  frooi 
the  Revolutioi)  dowpwards,  has  proved  the  high  uti- 
lity 
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Bty  bf  a  vigHant  and  aaive  Oppofition  in  Parliament. 
A£feig  from  the  beft  motives;  and  impelled  by  the 
jHireft  ardour  and  love  for  their  country,  men  of  dif- 
tinguifhed  talents  may  feel  mortified  that  meafures  of 
great  monient,  which  they  recommend  in  particular 
inftances,  as  more  likely  to  conduce  to  the  national 
intereft,  than  the  meafares  of  the  Minifter,  are  not 
preferred;  but  is  that  a  fufficient  juftification  of  a  total 
deielidion  of  their  public  duty  ?  The  country  has 
felt,  and  every  confiderate  man  will,  no  doubt,  ac- 
knowledge with  equal  readinefs  and  gratitude^  the 
many  eminent  fervices  which  Oppofition  have  at  diflfe- 
lent  times  rendered  by  their  detection  of  error,  and 
their  fuggeftion  of  improvement,  in  a  vaft  variety  of 
bills  and  parliamentary  proceedings^  which  if  they 
bad  i^2iSeA/ub  ftlentioy  and  without  correftion,  would 
have  proved,  in  effed,  the  heavieft  and  moft  affliding 
cvifs  that  could  have  befallen  the  Brhifh  nation.  The 
Irifli  Propofitions,  as  they  were  termed,  will  ferve  as 
one  inflance  out  of  thoufands,  and  (hew  the  ineflima- 
ble  advantage  that  may  in  great  cafes  be  derived  from 
the  difcernment,  knowledge,  and  experience  of  able 
men  in  Oppofition.  No  legiflative  meafure  that  ever 
was  taken,  could  be  imagined  to  have  been  more  diffe* 
lent  in  phrafe,  fliape,  and  purport,  than  thofe  propo- 
fitions when  ihey  were  firft  introduced  by  the  Minifter : 
and  when  after  great  and  laborious  [invefligation  and 
Jifcuflion,  they  were  tranfmitted,  in  a  modified  form, 
to  Dublin.  It  is  fo  eafy  to  multiply  proofs  of  the  ufe 
and  importance  bf  Oppofition,  that  it  would  fill  vo. 
lumes  to  detail  them,  and  therefore  a  (hort  and  fimple 
Addrefs  will  not  admit  of  further  enlargement  upon 
the  fubjed.  The  evident  refult  of  all  the  reafoning 
that  can  be  exercifed  upon  it,  will  neceifarily  terminate 
in  the  convidion,  that  thofe  who  are  chofen  to  hold  a 
delegated  trufl:,  are  bound  either  faithfully  to  difcharge 
its  duties,  or  by  giving  up  their  feats  altogether,  leave 
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it  to  iheir  conftituents  to  ele£t  reprefentativcs  who  will 
be  more  unremittingly  attentive  to  their  interefts. 

The  fame  charge  of  neglefl:  of  public  duty  applies 

to  thofe  noble  Lord$  who  formed  the  Oppofition  ia' 

the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  who  in  like  manner  have  ab- 

fented  themfelves  from  the  Houfe.    A  proud  Patrician 

of  the  Qritifli  Senate  might  loftily  and  loudly,  at  the 

firfl:  view  of  the  tsirgument,  be  inclined  to  fay,  *^  the 

reafonihg  cannot  apply  to  us,  we  are  not  chofen  to 

reprefent  individuals :  who  are  our  conftituent«  ?  We 

fit   in  Parliament  in  our  own  right,    as  hereditary 

counfellors  of  the  Crown/*     What  would  be  the  aa- 

fwer  ?     "  True,  rhy  good  Lord ;  but  with  *  bated: 

breath  and  whifpering  humblenefs,'  let  me  remind 

your  Lordfliip,  that  you  do  hold  a  delegated  truft, 

and  that  of  a  ilill  higher  nature  than  the  Common^. 

You  are  delegated  by  the  conftitution  itfelf,  under 

"which  you  are  a  branch  of  the  legiflature,  of  the  rank 

immediately  next  the  Sovereign,  of  high  importance 

in  the  flate,  looked  up  to  by  every  fubordinate  chds 

for  that  fuperior  wildom  that  may  naturally  be  fup- 

pofed  to  fefult  from  the  mod  enlightened  minds»  and 

that  immoveable  integrity,  from  which  your  great 

flake  in  the  country  renders  it  highly  improbable  for 

you  to  deviate.     In  the  capacity  of  counfellors  of 

the  Crown,  the   people  are  entitled  to  expeO:  that 

your   counfels  are  always   direded  by  an  anxious 

attention  to  the  general  interefts  of  the  empire.     Un- 

lefs,  therefore,  you  would  confent  to  degrade  your- 

felves,  to  depart  from  your  elevated  fituation  in  the 

fcile  of  the  three  eftates,  by  finking  from  your  rank^ 

and  giving  up  the  conftitutional  charafter  of  the  moff 

auguil  affembly  in  the  kingdom,  for  that  of  mere 

pageants,  created  to  lexhibit  an  empty  fhew  of  gaudy 

magnificence  and  idle  fplendour,  you  are  as  much 

bound  as  any  other  order  of  legiflators,  to  do  your 

duty,  and  diligently  difcharge  your  public  funftions 

in 
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In  ttie  Chamber  of  Parliament,   ufually  called  th^ 
Houfe  of  Peers.'* 

In  ftadng  thi$  argument  all  approach  to  perfonalitv 
bas  been  ftudloufly  avoided,  becaufe  it  is  th^  prina- 
pie  itfelf,  and  not  thoTe  who  pradife  it»  vhich  chal- 
lenges the  obfervations  here  humbly  offered  to  the 
Britifli  Public.  The  reafoning  may  be  feeble,  but  it 
arifes  from  a  lincere  love  of  the  Conftitution,  which 
is  more  likely  to  fall  into  gradual  decay  when  its  na- 
tural guardians  abandon  its  protedion,  than  to  be  fud- 
denly  overwhelmed  and  broken  down  by  the  outragess 
and  violence  of  the  favage  foe,  who  fo  confidently 
menace  its  deftrudion» 

Nwmiirio,  1797* 
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PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS. 

DURING   THE   SECOND   SESSION   OF  THE  EIGH- 
TEENTH  PARLIAMENT  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Thursday,  Hmjember  2,  1797. 

AT  three  o'clock  his  Majcfty  came  down  in  the  nfual  ftate 
to  the  Houfe,  and  behig  feated  in  his  rc>yal  robes  on  the 
Throne,  Sir  Francis  Molyneux^  Ufhcr  of  the  Black  Rod,  was 
fent  to  order  the  attendance  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who 
soon  appeared  at  the  Bar,  with  their  Speaker.  His  Majeftr 
was  theh  pleafed  to  deliver  the  following  moft  gracious  Speeca 
to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament : 

**  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
•*  IT  is  matter  of  great  concern  to  me,  that  the  earned  en- 
deavours which  I  have  continued  to  employ,  fince  I  hft  met 
you  in  Parliament,  to  reftore  to  my  fubjedb  the  bleffings  of 
reace,  on  fecure  and  honourable  terms,  have  unhappily  been 
rendered  inefie<9ual. 

"The  Declaration  which  I  have  caufed  to  be  published,  and 
the  other  Papers  which  I  have  dire£led  to  be  laid  before  yoa, 
will,  I  am  confident,  abundantly  prove  to  you  and  to  the 
world,  that  every  ffep  has  been  taken  on  my  part  which  could 
tend  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  Peace ;  and  that  the  bne 
delay  and  final  rupture  of  the  negotiation  are  foleiy  to  be  aW 
cribed  to  the  evafive  condudl,  the  unwarrantable  pretenfions, 
and  the  inordinate  ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  we  have  to 
contend,  and,  above  all,  to  their  inveterate  animofity  againit 
tbele  kingdoms.    . 

*'  I  have  the  fulled  reliance,  under  the  bleffing  of  Providence, 
on  the  vigour  and  wifdom  of  your  counfels,  and  on  die  zeal, 
magnanimity,  and  courage  of  a  great  and  free  people,  fenfible 
that  they  ar^  contending  for  their  deareft  intereds,  and  deter- 
mined to  (kew  themfelves  worthy  of  the  bldffinp  which  they 
arc  ftruggling  to  preferve. 

"  Compelled  as  we  are,  by  the  mod  evident  neceffity ,  to  per- 

fcvere  in  the  defence  of  aU  that  is  dear  to  us,  till  a  more  jaft 

1^L.L  1797.  B  and 
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and  pacific  fpirit  fhall  prevail  on  the  part  of  the  enecny,  we 
have  the  fatisfa^ion  of  knowing  that  we  poflefs  means  and 
refources  proportioned  to  the  objects  which  are  at  (lake. 

**  During  the  period  of  hoftilities,  and  under  the  unavoidable 
prefiure  of  accumulated  burthens,  our  revenue  has  continued 
highly  produ^live,  our  national  indufiry  has  been  extended, 
and  our  commerce  has  furpafied  its  former  limits. 

**  The  public  fpirit  of  my  people  has  been  eminently  difpkiy- 
ed ;  my  troops,  of  every  defcription,  have  acquired  freih  claims  to 
the  efteem  and  admiration  of  their  country  ;  and  the  lepeated 
fucceffes  of  my  navy  over  all  our  different  enemies,  have  been 
recently  crowned  by  the  fignal  and  decifive  vi£lory  with  which 
Providence  has  rewarded  the  exertions  of  my  fleet  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Lord  Duncap. 

•*  No  event  could  be  attended  with  more  important  and  bc- 
lieficiiil  oonfequences,  or  form  a  more  brilliant  addition  to  the 
numerous  and  heroic  exploits  which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
sent war,  have  raifed  to  a  pitch  hitherto  unequalled  the  qaval 
glory  of  the  country. 

**  Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons^ 
**  I  have  direSed  the  eflimates  for  the  enfuing  ye^  .to  be  laid 
before  you.  The  Itate  of  the  war,  joined  to  the  happy  confe- 
.quencesof  our  recent  fuccefs,  will,  I  truft,  admit  of  tome  di- 
minution of  expence,  confidently  with  the  vigorous  efforts 
which  our  fiCuation  indifpenfably  requires.  Jn  confidering 
what  may  be  the  bcft  mode  of  defraying  the  heavy  expence 
which  will  Hill  be  unavoidable,  you  will,  I  am  perfuadcd, 
])ear  in  mind  that  the  prefent  crifis  prefents  every  motive  tp 
animate  you  tothemoft  effedual  and  fpirited  exertions,  the. 
true  value  of  any  temporary  facrifices,  which  you  may  find 
ncceflary  for  this  purpofe,  can  only  be  edimated  by  comparing 
them  with  the  importance  of  fupporting  effe£(vially  our  publie 
credit,  and  convincing  the  enenxy  that,  while  we  retain  an 
^rden^  defire  for  the  conclufion  of  peace  on  fafe  and  honourable 
terms^  we  poflefsthe  means,  as  well  as  the  determination,  to 
fupport  with  vigour  this  arduousxonteft,  as  long  as  it  may  he 
jieceflary  for  maintaining  the  fafety,  honour,  and  independance 
of  thefe  kingdoms. 

"  My  Lords  and  Qentlemcn^ 
*'  After  the  experience  1  have  had  of  your  loyally  and  attach^ 
ment  to  me,  and  of  your  anxious  regard  for  the  interefls  of 
my  fubje£ts,  I  have  only  to  recommend  to  ydu  a  perfeverance 
in  the  fame  principles  and  conduA. 

"  The  events  of  every  day  muft  mprc  and  more  imprefs  you 
"With  a  juft  fenfc  of  the  bleffings  which  we  derive  from  our 

civil 
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civil  and  religious  eftablifliments,  and  which  have  fo  long  di* 
ftinguiihed  us  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe.  Thefe  blef- 
fingscan  only  be  preferved  by  inculcating  and  eniforcing  a  due 
reverence  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  by  repreding  with  promp- 
titude every  attempt  to  didurb  oUr  internal  tranquillity,  and 
by  maintaining  inviolate  that  happy  Conditution  which  we  in- . 
herit  from  our  anceftors,  on  which  the  fecuritv  and  happinefs 
of  every  clafs  of  my  (ubje<as  eflentially  depend.** 

Lord  tPelUJlcy  (Earl  of  Mornington  in  Ireland)  was  fworn 
in  and  took  his  feat  on  the  Barons*  Bench. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then  read  his  Majefly's  Speech  from 
the  Woolfack ;  after  which  it  was,  as  ufual,  read  by,  the  Clerk 
at  the  table.  f- 

The  Earl  of  Glafgow  rofe  immediately,  and  began  a  fpeech 
preparatory  to  moving  an  Addrefs  to  thank  his  Majefty  for  his 
rooft  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  He  commenced  with 
lamenting  his  own  inadequate  ability  to  do  juftlce  to  the  taik 
he  had  undertakenf  confcious  as  he  was  that  there  were  pre- 
fent  many  noble  Lords  of  greater  experience^  and  more  in  the 
habit  of  fpeaking  in  Parliament  than  himfelf,  who  would  have 
been  better  qualified  to  dif(!harge  the  duty  he  had  impofed  on 
himfelf;  but,  imprefled  as  he  was  with  the  fentiments^on- 
tained  in  the  Speech  their  Lordiliips  had  that  d^y  Heard  from 
the  Throne,  and  fatisfied  that,  from  a  due  conficjeration  of  the 
critical  fituation  and  fingular  circumftanccs  of  the  country, 
there  could  not  be  a  diflenticnt  voice  in  the  Houfe  on  the  oc- 
cafion,  but  that  every  one  of  their  Lordfhips  would  join  heart 
and  liand  to  afiord  his  Majefty  that  fupport  which  the  emer-^ 
gency  of  the  cafe  required,  he  ventured  to  rife,  and  was  anxi- 
ous to  embrace  the  nrii  opportunity  of  declaring  his  full  con«^ 
currence  in  his  Majefty's  fcntiments,  and  his  readinefs  in  the 
mod  cordial  manner  to  meet  his  Majefty's  wifhes,  and  adl  up 
to  the  magnanimity  and  patriotifm  that  evidently  infpired  the 
Royal  breads 

If  ever  there  was  a  mild  and  beneficent  Sovereign  fm- 
cerely  interefted  for  ihe  welfare  of  his  people,  it  was  the  Mo-» 
narch  by  whom  we  were  at  prefent  governed,  which  cir- 
cum(lance  added  greatly  to  the  high  Icntiment  of  duty  to 
which  he  had  alluded.  In  examining  his  Majefty's  gra<- 
cious  Speech,  and  the  Public  Declaration  to  all  Europe  by 
which  it  was  preceded,  it  was  moA  clearly  apparent  that  he  had 
all  along  been  actuated  by  principles  of  judice  and  moderation* 
Thofe  documents  pointed  our,  in  a  much  better  way  than  he 
could  do,. the  malignant  and  infidious  condu£l:' of  the  Enemy 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  War,  their  ambitious  views,  un- 

B  a  provoked 
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provoked  aggreffion,  and  oltimate  Declaration  of  War.  This 
condoi^  it  was  on  their  part  which  left  it  no  longer  in  his 
.  Majcfty's  power  to  indulge  his  beneficent  incrrnations  towards 
I^cace.  Every  part  of  the  enemy's  conduft,  fince  the  Declara- 
tion  of  War,  wasaAuated  by  the  fame  principles  and  difpofi- 
tions.  His  Majefty  had,  however,  loft  no  opportunity  in  the 
courfe  of  this  unfortunate  conteft,  of  proving  the  pacific  inten- 
tions by  which  he  had  always  been  a^uated.  On  every  occa- 
fion  that  prefcnted  itfelf,  he  had  with  the  moft  pure  and  ho- 
nourable views  renewed  attempts  to  reftorc  the  bleffings  of 
Peace.  In  purfuit  of  this  defirable  ohjed,  he  had  gone  as  far 
as  was  compatible  with  the  fafety  of  his  People,  and  the  digni- 
ty of  his  Crown.. 

Much  as  that  aufpiciovs  event  was  to  be  defired,  be  yet 
hoped  there  was  fpirit  and  refdlution  enough  in  the  country 
not  to  look  for,  or  accept  it  at  tlie  price  of  the  honour  and  in- 
dependance  of  the  Brit ifti  Empire.  His  Majcfty  had  himfeif 
originally  pfopofcd  a  Treaty  for  Peace  to  the  Enemy.  After 
that  firft  Treaty  was  abruptly  terminated,  his  Majefty  took 
the  firft  opportunity  of  renewing  it;  and,  in  the  progrefs  of  this 
latter  negotiation,  he  had  with  the  moft  eameft  folicitude  for 
th^t  event,  dire<5le^  his  Minifter  to  continue  at  Liile  as  long  as 
it  was  poftible,  namely,  till  a  pofitive  order  from  the  D)re£fory 
obliged  him  to  return. 

From  this  review  of  the  principal  overtures  of  Peace  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent  War,  it  was  obvious,  beyond 
the  poffibility  of  doubt,  that  the  prolongation  of  the  War  was 
to  be  attributed  folely  to  the  open  and  undifguifed  ambition  of 
France;  a  fa£t  generally  known  and  admitted  throughout 
Europe. 

What  in  trutli  was  the  avowed  ftaleof  the  ncgockition  fo 
lately  terminated?  The  Enemy  required  a  reftitution  of  all 
the  conquefts  made  by  the  valour  of  our  arms,  and  this  not  as 
the  price  of  peace,  but  of  negotiation.  Such,  with  their 
€fFe6ted  candour  arid  love  of  peace,  were  the  terms  they  had 
the  hardihood  to  propofe  \  that  we,  who  had  every  thing  to 
give  and  nothing  to  receive,  ftiould  refign  every  thrng  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  treaty.  By  this  procedure  we  were  called  on  to 
make  a  mortifying  and  ufelefs  furrender  of  our  national  digni- 
ty and  confequence.  If  thefe,  however,  were  the  only  terms 
that  the  afpiring  pride  and  dangerous  ambition  of  the  enemy 
would  fubmit  to,  he  was  perfuaaed  that  the  laft  i^fcJurces  of  the 
country  would  b^,  cheerfully  exerted,  rather  than  that  wc 
ihould  fo  (hamefully  fubmit  to  comptomifeour  natiotial  (afcty, 
independence,  and  honour. 

What, 
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What,  however,  ^as  the  relative  fituation  of  the  conlcading 
parties,  when  this  arrogant  and  unjuftiiiable  pretenfioii  on  the 
part  oif  the  enetny  was  advanced?  Was  it  iii  a  moment  of 
humiliation,  defeat,  and  difgrace,  that  the  Enemy  dared  to 
bring  forward  their  inlblent  demands?  No;  Ir  was  in  the  full 
career  of  cdnqueft  that  thefe  proportions  were  advanced  ! 
Tlieir  fleet  was  petfeAly  annihilated,  which  left  no  doubt  on 
his  LonUhip's  mind  that  they  muft  now  fee  the  impotence  of 
afl  their  fcheraes  in  any  meafure  to  injure  this  country.  We 
never  had  been  fuccefsful  on  any  occafipn  in  the  commence- 
ment of  boftilities,  and  this  ought  to  encourage  our  conti- 
nuance, efpccially  as  the  late  fplendid  viftory  of  Vifcount 
Duncan  ihewed  what  our  Navy,  under  its  difcipline  and  wife 
management,  could  accompUfli.  And  it  was  at  tiie  lame  time 
a  pledge  of  certain  profperity  always  accompanying  a  manly 
fortitude,  and  dignified  perfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  die  means 
with  which  Providence  had  endowed  us.  Whilft  we  could 
command  fuch  heroic  efforts  of  valour,  as  our  late  glorious 
vidory  had  evinced,  and  our  own  prowefs  and  refources,  wte 
fliould,  undtn*  Divine  Providence,  firmly  determine  to  rely  on 
them,  and  difchar^  for  ever  from  our  minds  the  thought  of 
mean  an<|  infecure  compromife  with  an  infolent  and  hifidious. 
foe*  There  could  not  furely  exift  but  one  fentiment  in  the 
minds,  not  only  of  their  Lordfhips,  but  in  all  the  coun« 
try,  on  this  condud!  of  the  enemy*  It  cleariv  left  us  no 
altemarivc  but  that  wifely  and  fpiritedly  adopted  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Minifters;  and  in  fuch  poftcy  he  thought  the  circum- 
ftancesof  the  country  fully  warranted  them.  He  had  none 
of  tfaofe  gfoomy  apprenenfions  whicli,  he  conceived,  fome,  but 
very  few  ur  the  country,  were  imprefled  with :  its  commerce 
was  exteiifive,  its.grpat  financial  refources  unimpaired,  gene- 
rally fpeaking  our  military  operations  fuecefsfol,  and  the  tri-» 
umphs  of  our  navy  great  and  fignal  beyond  any  former  exam- 
ple. ,  A  nation  thus  circumftanced  had  no  ground  for  defpon^- 
dency :  he  therefore  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  condo£t 
of  Minifters  was  politic  and  proper,  and  fuch  as  eventually 
would  beft  conduce  to  an  honourable  and  fecure  Peace. 

He  apologized  for  having  taken  up  fo  much  of  their  Lord- 
fliips  lime,  and  declared  that  a  confcioufnefsof  his  own  incom- 
petence prevented  him  from  detaining  them  longer  on  a  fub- 
jed  that  was  fo  clear  and  obvious  in  itfelf,  as  to  require  the 
gteateft  abilities  to  fet  it  in  a  novel  or  more  intere(ting  point  of 
view.  He  ihould  therefore  conclude,  with  moving,  *•  That 
W  humble  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  him. 

thanks 
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thanks  for  his  moft  gracious  Speech,  juft  delivered  from  the 
Throne." 

Lord  Gwydir  faid,  after  the  detailed  account  your  Lord- 
ihips  have  road,  in  the  Declaration  which  has  been  publifhed  ; 
after  the  gracious  Speech  you  have  this  djy  heard  delivered 
from  the  Throne,  and  the  able  manner  in  which  the  Addrefs 
has  been  moved,  it  muA  ce{;tainly  appear  prefumptuous  in  me, 
to  offer  myfelf  to  your  Lordihip's  notice ;  but  at  a  moment  like 
the  prefenty  I  edeem  it  a  doty  I  owe  to  your  Lordfliips,  to  the 
Public,  apd  to  myfelf,  to  declare  the  principles  which  have 
hitherto  governed  my  public  condu£t.  I  have  fupporked  this 
war  from  irs  commencement,  becaufe  I  thought  it  juft  and 
neccffary.  Every  event  of  the  war,  every  confequonce  that 
has  followed  has  ferved  to  confirm  .  me  in  the  opinion  I  firft 
formed.  'Tis  from  this  Conviction  I  now  call  upon  your 
Lordfhips  to  fupport  the  Addrefs  which  has  juft  been  moved. 

The  powers  of  lapguagQ  have  been  fo  often  employed  tiode* 
fcribe  the  complicated  nature  of  this  war,  that  words  have 
loft  their  cSeSt  by  repetition.  But  the  magnitude  and  import* 
ance  of  the  obje£ls  it  embraces  remain  ftill  the  fame* 

Three  times  have  his  Majefty's  Minifters  gone  to  the  utmoft 
verge  that  prudence  and  honour  would  permit,  in  the  hope  of 
being  able  to  put  an  end  to  this  unexaqnpled  conteft  by  negotia- 
tion and  treaty;  the  refult  is  well  known,  and  I  am  at  a  lols  to 
imagine  a  reafon  for  your  Ambaflador's  having  been  received, 
unlefs  it  was  to  afford  the  Jacobin  party  in  France  an  opportu- 
nity of  adding  infult  to  injury. 

I  have  heard  it  ftated  from  high  authority  that  a  point  of 
honour  was  almoft  the  only  rational  caufe  fpr  war. — A  difpute 
for  trade,  or  territorial  pofTefBon,  might  be  eafily  corapro* 
mifed ;  might  even  be  given  up  entirely,  and  the  lofs  replaced 
from  other  refources:  but  the  honour  of  this  country  once 
gode,  its  importance  falls  with  it,  and  it  would  foon  become 
the  deri&on  and  contempt  of  mankind. 

Has  the  objcdl  of  this  war  altered?  Certainly  not.  The 
means  of  carrying  it  on  have  varied,  but  the  prcfervation  of 
the  conftitution  and  independence  of  Great  Britain,  has  from 
its  commencement  been  our  great  purfuit. 

We  have  undoubtedly  expended  immehfe  fums  of  money, 
we  no  longer  appear  to  have  the  fame  facility  of  commanding 
frefli  fupplics. — Granted. — But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  thd 
comparative  force  of  different  countries  muft  be  judged  of  in 
its  relative  as  well  as  real  fenfe.  And  1  firmly  believe,  that 
notwithftanding  the  faccefTes  of  France  on  the  Continent;  her 
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teal  ^yfical  rcfources  and  ^wer  againft  this  country  are  in- 
finitdj  more  funk  in  proportion  than  our  own.  And  confc- 
^oentiy,  if  we  make  ^e  exertions  which  are  called  for^  we 
make  them  with' an  increafed  profpedt  of  fuccefs. 

The  foie  aim  of  the  rulers  of  that  country  is  univerfal  do- 
nunioD,  and  whether  they  have  purfued  it  by  war^  or  treaty, 
that  objed  has  never  varidd. 

With  the  words,  juftice,  good  faith,  and  humanity  in  their 
moathsy  they  think  no  a6lions  too  atrocious  to  be  committed. 
Indulging  their  minds  in  ideal  vidiories  over  this  country, 
tifcy  already  confidcr  you  as  a  conquered  eriemy,  and  will 
liften  to  no  terms,  but  luch  as  they  fhall  di<flate. 

The  laws  they  have  made  apply  only  to  themfelves ;  occa-  - 
fiooal  pofieffion  creates  of  itfelt  indefeafible  right,  but  when 
this  do&rine,  as  new  as  it  is  inadmiffible^  comes  under  dif- 
cuffion  with  dieir  adverfaries,  it  is  exa6Uy  reverfed,  as  applied 
tD  them,  and  they  itiftantly  demand  a  previous  unconditional 
reftitution  of  every  thing  that  has  been  taken>  either  from 
themfelves  or  their  pretended  allies. 

Had  thefe  haughty  terms  been  acceded  to,  our  diihonour 
would  have  been  fealed,  but  every  chance  of  peace  would  have 
been  farther  removed. 

No  negotiator  could  have  thought  even  of  propofing  fuch 
terms,  but  with  the  view  of  forcing  a  continuance  of  the  War. 
So  much  for  the  juftice  of  their  theorv  and  pradJice. 

It  would  be  a  wafte  of  your  Lordmips  time,  were  I  to  corn* 
snent  on  dieir  good  faith,  either  in  the  freaties  they  have  die 
tated  and  broken,orthe  alliances  they  have  fcmned  and  abufed. 
But  permit  me  to  fay,  it  is  from  thefe  treaties,  and  thefe  alli- 
ances, the  reft  of  Europe  wouU  do  well  to  take  an  example  of 
what  they  have  to  expels. 

Had  the  allies  continued  true  to  their  engagements,  the  war 
vofold,  tong  ere  this,  have  been  brought  to  a  happy  concluGon, 

Far  difl&ent  has  becti  the  condudofthis  country.— The 
ftate  of  funds,  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  we  have 
exerted  and  maintained  our  public  credit,  muft  convince  our 
allies,  of  the  efforts  we  made  to  fupply  their  wants.  We 
have  more  than  fulfilled  every  engagement;  and  in  the  Nego- 
tiation we  ptopoGed,  theu:  intcrefts  v^re  combined  with  our 
own. 

"  Perhaps  it  was  wife  to  learn  by  negotiation,  to  what  extent 
die  mifttftifiabledemandsaiid  infolent  itipulationsof  the  feAion 
in  France  woald  go.  Perhaps  it  was  ncceffary  to  prove  to  thi* 
country,  peace  wa^impoffible;  in  order  to  rouze  that  vigorous 
exertion  which  its  honour  and  true  intercft  cquaUy  dentand 

Hoi^ 
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Ifow  long  the  reft  of  Europe  may  continue  the  (hott  figkte4 
pMicy  of  keeping  aloof  from  a  conteft  in  whidi  ail  are  (b  deep^ 
]y  concerned  I  know  not. 

But  in  this  momentous  war,  in  which  wc  are  and  muft  be 
embarked,  and  of  which  they  are  the  inglorious  and  paffive 
fpeftators :  (hould  the  event  prove  deftnuSive  to  this  coaotry.y 
All  the  terms  they  have  obtained,  ail  the  alliances  they  have 
formed,  all  the  friendAiips  they  have  courted,  would  in  a  mo* 
ment  crumhle  into  duft;  and  the  triumphant  Jacobins,  freed 
from  the  corre(Sing  power  of  Great  Britain,  would  refume 
with  fafety,  what,  with  apparent,  though  falfe  moderatioo^ 
they  have  hitherto  given  qp. 

Engaged  as  we  are  in  a  llraggle  for  exigence  as  a  nation^ 
wdat  creates  our  di£Bculty  but  a  quefiton  <^  finance?  What 
but  a  relui^nce  to  contribute  a  part  of  that  wealth  for  our  de^ 
fence,  the  whole  of  which  would  (oon  be  wrefted  from  us,  afler 
a  cowardly  fubmiffion  to  an  ignominous  peace?  Are  our  pof^ 
fcffions  ravaged  ?  Are  our  armies  defeated  ?  Is  our  commerce 
deftroyed  ?  Or,  are  our  fleets  fubdued  ?  The  anfwers  to  all 
thefe  queftions  are  as  confolatory  as  they  are  obvious.  On  the 
fplendour  of  our  naval  victories  feparately  and  repeatedly 
gained  over  the  fleets  of  France,  Spain,  and  Holland,  I  (hall 
not  prefume  to  enlarge.  They  are  above  all  praife,  and  I  truft, 
the  admiration  and  gratitude  of  tlie  nation,  will,  if  poffibley 
keep  pace  with  the  advantages  and  honour  ib  .glorioufly 
obtained. 

The  Government  of  France  has  at  lead  the  merit  of  pro- 
claiming its  intentions.  It  is  determined  utterly  to  ovediirow 
your  fyftem.  It  confiders  England,  as  the  great  magazine  of 
tlie  riches  of  the  world,  wliich  it  is  determined  to  plunder  and 
deftroy. 

I  contend  you  have  nodsii^  to  fear  from  being  conquered^ 
that  you  have  not  equally  to  dread  from  a  bafe  furrender. 

The  terms  oii  whith  they  offer  toac€C{)t  your  furrender,  (far 
in  no  other  fenfe  will  they  confent  to  treat,)  muft  by  JOa 
completely  at  their  feet — When  at  their-  mercy,  cOuU  the 
moil  fanguine  friend  of  their  power,  exped  better  treatment 
than  their  own  fubjeds ;  and  I  would  a(k  your  Lgidfliq)t»  if 
death  is  not  preferable  to  life  under  fuch  rulers? 

An  extreme  defire  to  put  an  end  to  the  miferies  of  war,  ia« 
duced  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  go  every  length  that  prudence 
and  honour  permitted,  (nay  perhaps  farther,)  to  tenainate 
thofc  miferies  by  negotiation.  But  after  the  reception  tfaofe  ad-- 
▼ances  have  met  with,  the  nation  would  beregardtefe  of  its  dign^* 
ty^  it  would  be  carelefs  of  the  high  opinion  in  which  it  now 
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ftands  with  die  reft  of  Europe,  it  would  be  difgraccd  in  thfc  eye* 
of  the  whole  world,  if  it  hefitated  a  moment  in  relenting  th^ 
tnfult.and  accepting  the  challenge. 

It  would  be  a  fl range  return  for  all  the  blood  that  has  been 
<piU,  and  ail  the  valour  which  has  been  ftiewn  by  our  fleets 
and  armies,  if  we  were  bafely  to  (urrander  the  rruits  of  f^ 
many  vidories,  uiftead  of  feconding  their  efforts  by  the  iamc 
inflexible  fteadinefs  iti  our  councils  which  they  have  coa- 
ftantly  manifefted  on  every  fervice  they  have  undertaken. 

The  wil^  fury  of  your  old  and  inveterate  enemies  has  fpoken 
in  a  manner  too  plain  to  be  misunderftood.  They  oflTcr  no 
other  alternative  but  unconditional  fubmiflion  to  their  will, 
or  fiercte  and  bloody  conteft  with  their  power.  When  have 
they  by  their  a£tions  and  fucccfies  againft  this-  country  efta- 
bliibed  a  right  to  bold  fuch  infolent  language  ? 

Here  then  we  are  forced  to  make  our  ftand.  In  retreat 
there  is  no  fafctv ;  the  moft  mortifying  fubmiffion,  the  moft 
itnpqrrant  facrifices,  would  only  ferve  (as  bafenefs  and  fear 
always  rouft  ferve)  to  encreafe  the  infolence  of  your  relentlefe 
foe.  Are  we  then  to  wage  eternal  war  ?  In  fair  argument  no 
man  has  a  right  to  put  this  extreme  cafe.  The  events  of  the 
war  will,  I  hope,  fooii  decide  that  queftion.  It  is  fufficient 
evil  for  the  day  if  it  be  proved  that  Peace  cannot  be  obtained. 
With  the  prefent  Direftory  a  wifli  for  Peace  with  this  coun- 
try conftitutes  a  crime  of  the  deepeft  dye.  Thofe  who  in 
France,  fupported  by  public  opinion,  wi(hed  for  peace  on  fair 
and  honourable  terms,  have  been  feized  and  tranfported  like 
criminals,  with  a  cruelty  unrecorded  in  hiftory;  and  with 
them  all  appearance  of  juftice  and  liberty  have  vani(hed  alio. 

The  Jacobin  defpotifm  is  now  at  its  neight ;  let  the  powers 
of  Europe,  which  ftill  retain  their  independence,  look  well  to 
itsexplofion. 

Much  as  I/lament  the  horrors  of  war,  and  no  man  can  more 
than  I  do,  I  am  convinced  tliere  is>  no  road  to  peace  but  that 
which  muft  be  opened  by  the  power  of  the  fwonL  To  fecure 
the  permanent  happinefs  snd  profpcrity  of  this  country,  all 
temporary  facrifices  are  as  nothing.  I  truft  a  plan  will  be 
brought  forward  for  raifing  the  fupplies  eqii^vl  to  meet  all  our 
difEcuIties. 

1  ^m  far  from  endeavouring  to  keep  out  of  fight  thofe  tem* 
porary  inconveniences  which  all  muft  feel,  more  or  lefs,  and 
fome  to  a  very  great  and  fevere  degree,  but  they  are  inconve- 
niences which  we  muft  endure  to  prevent  more  ferious  evils* 
and  will,  no  doubt,  be  borne  with  cheerfulnefs  by  every  true 
lover  of  his  country.    Under  *Providence  our  fafety  is  in  our 
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6wn  hands;  I  traft  there  will  be  no  half  meafareSi  but  by 
boldly  looking  at  our  fituation  we  (hall  find  our  fpirits  and  re- 
fources  adeq^uate  to  the  wants  of  the  nation  and  the  impoxtanco 
'  df  the  crflis.  • 

After  the  indulgence  1  have  experienced  from  your  Lord* 
ihips  goodnefs,  l^will  not  trefpafs  farther  on  yoar  time  than 
once  more  to  call  upon  you  for  your  fupport  of  the  motion 
that  you  havC' this  day  heard  fo  ably  made. 

Earl  f'u%'u»Uiam  faid,  he  fully  concurred  with  the  fcnti- 
nients  of  tl>c  noble  Earl,  who  moved  the  Addrcfs,  and  the 
noble  Lord  who  feconded  it,  as  to  the  danger  and  difficulty  of 
thecrifis,  and  the  ncceflity  of  purfuing  the  war  with  vigoar, 
but  there  were  words  in  the  Addrefs  to  which  he  could  not  , 
agree,  becaufe,  he  conceived  they  evidently  tended  tt>  weaken 
the  principle,  upon  which  that  Houfe  might,  as  the  Addrefk 
ftated,  wifti  to  come  forward  with  their  fupport  of  hisMajefly; 
having  premifed  this,  his  Lordftiip  faid,  his  concurrence  with 
the  Addrefs  fhould  not  be  withheld,  provided  a  trivial  altera- 
tion in  a  few  words  was  admitted.  In  every  other  refpcA 
his  fentiments  were  in  unifon  with  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
iuft  fit  down  ;  and  their  i/>rdihips  would  do  him  the  jufticc  to 
believe^  that  his  fentiments  had  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  never  once  >aried.  The  objeSion  on  its  firft  appear- 
*ance  ftruck  him  precifely  as  it  ever  had  done  fuice.  Its  afpeA 
hfid  been  uniform.  Whatever  fhape  it  afTumed,  to  whatever 
point  it  tended,  ttie  principle  was  the  fame,  compounded  of  tb& 
fame  ingredi  .nts,  and  in  every  diredioo  produ<Sive  of  the  fame 
^SeGd,  To  every  word,  therefore,  in  the  Speech,  in  the  Ad- 
drcfs,  and  in  the  Declaration,  which  aim  at  the  moft  diftant 
cenneflion  with  a  fyftem  thus  hofcile  to  both  happinefs  and 
huipan  comfort,  he  was  determined  to  give  his  decided  nega- 
tive. Nor  would  heevor  lend  his  fanfiion  to  the  opening  and 
carrying  on  negociation  with  a  power  fo  anomalous,  fo  dan- 
gerous to  the  fafety  of  Europe,  as  the  French  Republic* 
What  terms  can  be  made  with  a  Government  between  which 
and  us  there  are  no  common  principles  ?  They  had  no  me- 
dium (Df  accefs  to  the  views  and  wifties  of  each  other.  Nor  waai 
it  proper  they  fhould.  He  had  lamented  that  any  attempts  at 
negotiation  with  a  power,  confiituted  as  the  French  Republic 
was,  had  ever  been  made.  Every  eiFort  to  that  effe<9:  had  not 
only  proved  nugatory,  but  produftive  of  greater  difikulty  and 
danger.  When  his  Majefty  had  unfortunately  been  advifed 
to  come  down  to  that  Houfe,  two'fef£ons  fmce,  and  make  a 
declaration  that  the  French  Republic  was  then  in  a  flate  capa- 
ble of  maintaining  the  accuftomed  relations  of  peace  and  amity 
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with  other  nations^  he.  had  felt  no  inoonfiderabJe  iliare  of  pSiidt 
confcious  that  no  fiate  of  France  but  a  reftored  monarchy, 
irould  render  it  capable  of  exiftenee  with  fafety  to  the  other 
powers  of  Europe.  Such  had  been  at  one  time  maintained  to 
\)e  the  principle  of  the  war,  and  fo  declared  from  the  hi^eft 
^luthohtv.  His  Majefty 's  declaration  therefore,  two  years  ago, 
appeared  to  him  to  have  been  extremely  injudicious,  and  he  vej> 
rily  believed  its  confequences  hild  fatally  contributed  to  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  under  circumftanccs  difadvantageous 
to  Great  Britain,  as  it  engendered  diflruft  among  the  aillies» 
and  weakened  the  energy  of  the  coalefced  powers,  and  of  the 
grand  alliance.  He  would  add,  that  he  Verily  believed  the 
fruit  of  that  declaration  had  been  tlie  treaty  of  Udina.  Let 
Hheir  Lordfliips  for  a  moment  refled^  on. the  dififerent  principle$ 
qf  the  two  countries,  and  tl>ey  would,  fee.  how  impofiible  it 
wa^for  Great  Britain  to  make  a  fecure  peace  with  the  French 
Republic.  What  was  the  .objeft  of  their  Government  and 
ours :  The  fame  luft  of  univcrfal  empirjc  which  poifoncd  and 
debafed  their  old  eftablifhment,  feems  the  only  principle  whicli 
^liftinguiihes  the  new.  Is  it  ncccflary  to  trace  their  revolu- 
itio^iary  prugrefs,  or  in  what  ft  age  of  it  is  not  this  charaAe^iftie 
feature  moft  prominent  ?  X/Ook  at  all  their  views,  their  con- 
quefts,  their  intrigues,  and  their  negociations*  Have  thefe  any 
pther  end  or  aim  than  tjiie  aggrandij^ment  of  France?  How 
are  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity  to  be  obtained  or  eftabKfli- 
ed  between  nations  thus  at  variance  in  pretendoiis  and  fpirit,  in 
siews  and  means,  in  what  they  would  have  and  what  they 
WOuld.be?  The  detail  of  the  tranfadions  mark  their  Jacobi- 
nical march  over  all  the  mounds  of  good  order  and  pb)itic:d 
/'ubordination.  It  might  have  been  expe£ted,  after  they  had 
aboli(bed  monarchy  in  all  its  parts  and  branches,  and  had 
fenced  themfelves  in  their  ufurpation  with  their  decrees,  their 
armies,  and  their  tribunals,  that  they  would  have  defifted  from 
troubling  their  neighbours.  But  is  it  not  evident  that  their 
priginal  purpofe  is  as  ftrong  and  as  extenfive  in  its  operation  as 
jBvcr  in  their  very  Jaft  aftions  ?  However  they  have  difguifed 
^heir  intentions  to  their  new  friends,  a  very.fliort  time  has 
brought  them  into  light.  Only  recollc<9:  the  many  fine 
fpeeches  of  liberty  and  equality  with  which  the  Dutch  and  all 
its  dependencies  have  been  amufed.  Have  not  all  thefe,  more 
or  le6,  been  falfificd  ?  And  is  there  a  people  this  day  on  earth 
in  greater  ilavery  than  thefe  infatuate.'l  States  to  their  new  maf- 
te.is  P  Have  they  not  found  hov/  ijl  ej^changed  our  cpnneftion 
ji$  for  that  of  thefe  Republicans?  By  what  are  they  gainers? , 
Jiow  prepo^erous  to  tliink  pf^  acquiring  independence,  from 

C  a  thofe 
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ihofc  vrhtf^  .after  dcfpoiling  their  own  countrycncn  of  their 
rights,  iftie  forth  the  dcftroycrs  of  whatever  belongs  to  our 
common  natare.  And  has  it  not  been  the  fame  with' %))  the 
allies  they  have  been  able  to  make?  With  none  of  them  have 
they  ever  fairly  fiibftantiated  what  they  held  out.  Nay,  not 
xsnly  to  >thcir  alfies,  but  to  thofe  who  were  not  their  enemies* 
they  have  martifefted  the  moft  oppreffive  tyranny,  and  the 
inoft  glaring  injuftice.  Let  their  Lordfliips  rccolleft  their  con- 
^u£l  to'Avignon,  ahd  Avignon  certainly  was  not  their  enemy  ; 
jieither  did  Geneva  ftand  in  that  fituation.  The  ftrift  and 
cautious  neutrality  which  Venice  obfervcd,  the  complaifaiHre 
of  Genoa  for  the  French  Government,  were  unable. to  prote<% 
them  from  the  rage  of  Jacobin  profelytifm.  They  have  fallen 
tvidiims  to  the  pufillanimity,  or  to  the  prudence  with  which 
they  aSed.  But  it  may  be  faid,  that  here  a  victorious  array 
interfered,  and  in  the  exultation  of  viftory  efie<fted  changed 
which  might  not  have  arifen  from  the  general  politics  of  die 
French  Government.  The  unexampled  atrocities,  b6>vever, 
the  unjuftifiable  interference  with  the  little  State  of  Geneva* 
were  the  deliberate  cfFefts  of  their  defolatift^  and  revolationarr 
iyftem ;  for  the  revolution  in '  Geneva  originated  from  the 
houfe  of  the  French  rainifter.  Their  treatment  of  the  Italian 
States  alfo,  and  their  condu<ft  to  America  in  particular,  proved 
what  their  aim  and  objedi  were.  Neutral  and  friendly  powers 
•had  been  deprived  cf  their  rights  by  BuoHoparte,  on  no  other 
(pretence  than  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  the  French 
Republic.  He  would  not  even  condefcend  to  colour  or  dif- 
guife  his  motives  under  a  plaufible  or  fpecious  pretext.  Dif- 
^rgahization  in  all  its  extent,  has  uniformly  fucceeded  every 
cftablifliment  they  have  been  able  to  overthrow.  They  have 
indeed  but  one  charafter,  which  difcriminated  them  at  the  be- 
ginning, and  has  never  iince  changed.- and  in  all  probability 
never  will.  It  is  their  own  incommunicable  prerogative,  an 
incompatibility  of  coalefcing  with  any  other  power  whatever. 
In  all  their  tieaties  this  accordingly  is  the  paramount  article. 
It  is  for  the  privilege  of  regenerating  the  conftitutions  of  other 
nations,  and  profelyting  the  fubje<Ss  of  other  States,  that  they 
throw  awav  all  their  old  forms  of  every  quality  and  complexion, 
for  thefubftitutionof  an  arrangement  perfeftly  new,  unknown, 
and  untried  ;  that  they  burft  upon  all  the  ftates  in  their  vici- 
nity, and  convulfed  them  with  their  enthu(iafm,  and  thai 
wherever  they  penetrated  by  art  or  arms,  the  revolutionary 
mania  followed  them  in  all  its  efie<^s:  from  which  of  the 
moft  uncultivated  wilds,  in  the  moft  barbarous  eounti'ies,  did 
ever  fwarms  of  fuch  banditti  ifiob  as  has  Iffued  from. die  culti- 
vated 
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vated  ensure  of  France,  and  orerfpread  the^  furronnding  king* 
domswith'  madnefs  and  gotit?  And  is  this  t}ic  people  with 
whom  your  Lordiblps  are  ready  to  make  engagements?  The 
chaniSer  and  tempers  of  their  rulers  evince  what  you  have  to' 
expeA  from  their  warmed  profeffions.  Thefe  are  probably 
formed  on  the  fpirit  of  the  people^  and  within  thefe  two  months 
have  prtfented  to  every  humane  and  confiderate  mind  a  moft 
dreadful  pidure  of  hypocritical  affedation  and  ufurped  extra- 
vagance, the  cant  of  liberty  and  the  hwror  of  defpotifm.  Is 
not  their  late  profcription  of  no  Icfs  than  fixty-five  deputies, 
and  Ae  pofitive  and  entire  disfranchifement  of  fifty-three  de- 
partmentSy  for  whofe  reprefentation  they  have  arbftrarily  and 
openly  fcnt  creatures  of  their  own  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hun« 
dred,  an  inftance  of  this  predominating  lawlefs  propenfityf 
In  fift,  the  councils  were  not  the  reprefentativcs  of  the  people^ 
but  of  the  Diiedory,  and  this  falfe  and  pretended  reprefenta* 
tion  of  the  nation,  was  even  extended  to  the  fubordinate  mu-- 
nicipal  officers.  How  much  have  they  expofed  their  ahfurd 
conceptions  of  popular  reprefentation  ?  Of  this  primary  prin* 
ciple  in  modem  democracy,  how-much  have  they  not  boafted, 
bat  in  what  inftance  has  it  been  realized?  Is  the  expulfion  of 
fnch  a  number  of  thofc,  legally  chofen  by  their  conftituents, 
and  authorifed  to  reprefent  them  in  the  great  National  Coun^ 
cil,  meant  to  exemplify  their  dodrine  or  to  explain  it  ?  Does 
flie  equality  they  originally  propofed  confift  of  fuch  outrages 
on  the  rigfkts  and  feelings  of  each  other  ?  And  have  we  any 
reafon  whatever  toexpeft  better  ufagc  than  is  mutually  adopt- 
ed among  therafelves  ?  Here,  therefore,  hewas  pledged  to  their 
Lordfhips  and  the  public  to  make  no  peace  where  peace  is  im^ 
pTa£kicabIe,  where  it  can  neither  be  honourable  nor  lailing, 
where  theparty  you  clofe  with  only  clofe  the  more  ei&ftualiy 
to  break  on  the  firft  occafion  that  offers,  and  either  prove  per* 
fidious  friends  or  implacable  enemies.  Their  Lord  (hips  would 
of  courfe  have  to  confider,  whether  it  is  not  better  to  profecuto 
the  war  on  the  original  ground  of  it,  or  by  putting  an  end  to 
the  one  -bafely  relinquifh  the  other.  No  one  who  ferioufly 
confiders  the  matter  can  be  at  a  lofs  to  make  his  ele^ion  in 
this  alternative.  Perfevere  in  the  courfe  you  have  commenced, 
and  your  efforts  muft  be  crowned  with  fuccefs.  The  machinery 
is  in  motion  which  muft  eventually  prevail.  It  is  true,  th^ 
war  has  coft  the  country  many  millions,  but  the  taxes  are 
paid,  our  relburces  are  rifing,  trade  is  increafed,  and  commerce 
fiourilhing.  It  was  alfo  true,  that  the  public  burthens  bore 
more  heavily  on  fome  ranks  of  people,  than  every  humane 
mat)-  could  wt(b,  but  that  was  not  to  be  taken  as  a  proof 

that 
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that  our  refources  were  nearly  exhaufled,  and  he  believed  the 
^irit  of  the  people  to  fupport  b  neceflary  a  war,  might  ftill  be 
re}i(p6pn.  All  the  world  are  Tatisfied  of  the  refpondbility  of 
pvr  funds,  of  their  competency  to  all  our  exigencies,  of  thcii: 
]ceadlneri$  on  every  emergency.  Le(  our  refeurccs  be  compared 
"With  thofe  of  our  adverlaries.  They  are,  in  fad,  without  any 
rcfourcc.  All  they  have  yet  done,  all  the, armies  tliey  hav© 
jaifed,  all  the  magazines  tliey  have  filled,  and  all  the  treafures 
^ey  have  expended  have  been  eflc^d,  not  by  any  eftabliflied 
(Uransement  of  finance!  any  fyilem  of  cfS<:ient  taXatioii,  oranf 
well-digeftcd  plan  of  levying  an  equal  contribution  for  fupply- 
fug  the  public  expenditure,  but  by. an  indifcriminate  applica- . 
iion  of  the  power  they  have  ufurpcd,  to  make  the  property  of 
individuals  an/werable  to  the  exigence  of  the  Sta^e,  .Tnis  ge- 
neral appropriation  of  wealth  may  do  for  once,  or  be  the  ex- 
pedient of  a  nioiiient,  but  it  cannot  be  a  permanent  refource. 
And  nothing  proves  to  me  their  weaknefs  more  decidedly  than 
iheir  carrying  on  the  public  bufinefs  by  private  property.     It 

15  bk)wing  up  the  mine  infiead  of  working  and  carrying  the 
ore  to  be  purified,  refined,  and  coined.  He  built»  however^ 
but  little  on  their  ruined  finances,  becaufe,  during  a  (x>nvulfioii 
depending  fo  much  on  the  efFcft  of  temporary  coercion,  iio  line 
could  be  drawn,  while  any  property  remained  to  be  r^uired. 
France  evidently  carried  on  the  war  by  force  and  requifition  at 
^me,  plunder  and  extortion  in  all  the  territories  (b  unfortunate 
ass  to  be  over-run  by  her  hoftiletiordes*  But  now,  bow  is  it  with 
our  revenue.  Let  their  Lordftiips  recolkft  the  valuable  re- 
ports that  the  induftry  of  their  own  corf<imittees  fupplied  them 
with  on  the  fubjed  of  finance  laft  feffion.  Let  them  hold  ii| 
jnind  the  facility  with  which  the  loans  of  the  year  were  negor 
ttated*  More  money  was  offered  to  Qovemmeht  than  th^ 
JUinitier  had  occafign  for,  and  any  fum  might  have  been  ob^ 
tained  to  carry  on  a  war,  which  the  people  found  and  felt  to 
"be  juft  and  neceflary.  In  faft,  all  its  fources  have  rather  imr 
proved  than  diminilhed  fincc  the  war.  Our  commerce  i$  ac- 
tually increafed  and  extended  beyond  all  expectation.  Where 
;ire  not  our  manufactures  exported  ?  In  what  fea  is  not  th^ 
Britifh  navy  triumphant  ?  The  Spaniih,  the  French,  and  the 
Putch  fleets  have  fuccefEvely.  acknowledged  the  fuperiority  of 
our  flag.  And  are  all  thcfe  inilances  of  our  glory  to  be  fur-f 
rendered  for  the  amity  of  a  government  incapable  qf  accepting, 
cementing,  or  realizing  it.  What  do  we  gain  by  this  hetero- 
geneous connexion  ?  Are  your  Lordihips  in  hopes  of  better 
treatment  than  any  of  their  other  allies  r  Have  they  not  fub- 
?erted  t1)e  order  pre-edablifhcd  in  all  the  connections  th^y 

have 
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have  formed  ?  And  will  they  reverence  yoars  any  bnger  than  f 
is  in  their  power  to  trample  it  under  their  feet  ?  By  what  means 
can  you  deter  them  from  thisoutrage^  or  bind  them  to  regard 
as  iacred  among  us  what  they  aboIHhed  among  themfelves.  k 
has  always  been  his  Lordfhip's  opinion,  thai  had  our  afllies 
proved  true  to  each  other,  had  they  been  animated  with  as 
much  zeal  to  defend,  as  the  French  to  attsick,  the  whole  h-* 
brie  of  regular  focieiy,  the  war  had  been  happily  terminated 
long  ago.  But  the  eccentricities  we  had  to  repel  have  never 
been  fairly  met.  We  have  ruined  the  caufe  we  wifhed  to 
prote^  by  our  own  mifmanagement,  by  want  of  magnanimity, 

•  by  mutual  jrabufy,  and  inattention  to  the  common  ipirit  and 
principle  which  ought  to  liave  animated  and  knit  Us  altogether 
in  one  heart,  and  one  aim-  The  defertion  of  one  led  the 
way  to  that  of  another.  But  thougli  left  in  the  fidd  alone,  we 
occupy  fuch  vantage  ground  as  may  enable  us  for  a  long  time 
to  come  to  hold  them  in  perfedl  defiance.  Is  not  the  Em- 
peror, our  greateft  and  mod  relied  on  continental  but- 
wark«  a  beacon  to  the  people  of  this  country  ?  He 
whofe  indifpenfible  duty  it  was  to  have  prcfervcd  the  Em- 
pire from  the  dreadful  inundation  to  which  it  is  now  expofed 
by  his  new  allies  ;  who  had  fo  many  reafons  for  refifting  the 
torrent  that  has  fo  long  threatened  to  overflow  his  dominions^ 
inftead  of  proving  liimfelf  the  father  of  his  people,  their 
hereditary  head  and  proteftor,  is  a<Slually,  by  the  afcendancy 
of  the  French  in  his  councils,  become  a  Jacobin,  Ind  their 
tool  toja:obinifehis  fubjeds.  This  is  his  fate,  and  the  fate 
of  all  who  have  fuiFered  themfelves  to  be  the  vidims  of  this 

,  sew  policy.  The  King  of  Pruflia  may  alfp  turn  Jacobin,  and 
fall  in  with  the  extravagant  fchemes  of  this  ambitious  Re- 
publick,  which  already  calls  out  for  a  Tranfrhenane  Repub- 
lick,  on  the  very  borders  of  the  dominions  of  Auftria  and 
Pruffia.  In  proportion  as  your  Lordfhips  regard  with  vene- 
ration and  patriotifm  our  valuable  liberties,  as  tranfmitted 
in  purity  to  us  by  our  anceftors,  you  will  refill  all  terms  of 
coalefcence  with  this  Regicide  Government.  Has  not  the 
objeS,  as  advahci^  by  his  Majefty  in  a  former  fpeech,  that 
we  fought  for,  order,  morality,  and  religion,  the  fame  value 
in  your  eflimation,  and  the  fame  claim  on  your  decifion  and 
exertion  as  ever  i  Attend  only  to  the  words  of  his  Majefty's 
Declaration  at  the  period  alluded  to.  [His  Lordfliip  came 
to  the  table,  and  read  an  extraft,  corroborating  his  anertion, 
and  then  faid] — Your  Lordfhips  know  how  facred  thefe 
ought  to  be  to  us  all^  and  what  influence  they  are  calculated 

to 
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to  maintain  in  our  individual  and  relative  ftatc;  and  f&t 
•whsLtf  by  preding  a  Negoctation,  would  your  Lordfliips  ex^ 
change  themi  And  will  your  Lordihips  negotiate,  and  ally 
yourlelyes  with  oicn  who  have  deftroyed  all  order,  difre^ 
garded  all  morality,  and  avowed  therafelves  Atheifts  f  '  It 
merits  deep  and  mature  confideration,  whether  it  becomes  a 
great  and  tree  people  to  part  with  order,  morality,  and  reli-  ' 
gion,  for  every  fpecies  and  degree  of  confufion,  mutualdc- 
predation,  and  Atbeifm*  Thefe  are  the  fentiments  in  which 
it  has  been  my  lot  to  contemplate  the  progrcfs  of  thefe  new- 
fangled principles.  And  it  is  now  as  much  as  ever  my  fterf- 
faft  opinion  that  confidently  with  our  national  dignity,  with 
our  conftitution,  with  the  patriot ifm  we  feverally  owe  our 
country,  our  children,  and  our  pofterity,  with  all  our  deareft 
and  bed  regards  for  the  creed  and  independent  fentiments  of 
OUT  forefathers,  we  cannot  agree  to  conditions  of  peace  and 
amity  with  our  enemies  until  the  old  Monarchy  is  reftored, 
and  an  hereditary  Sovereign  re-inftated  on  the  Throne  of  his 
anceftors !  He  concluded  with  moving,  That  the  words  in 
the  Addrefs  which  implied  an  approbation  of  the  fteps  whicK 
his  Majefty  had  been  advifed  to  take  to  reftore  peace  with 
the  French  Government,  be  omitted. 

Lord  Grenvitie  faid.  In  prefenting  myfelf  to  your  Lord^ 
(hips  immediately  after  the  Noble  Earl  who  has  thought  it 
right,  I  am  fure  with  the  bed  intentions  on  his  part,  to 
move  for  leaving  out  a  part  of  the  Addrefs  that  has  been  fo 
ably  moved  and  feconded,  I  by  no  means  intend  to  offer  any 
fentiments  in  oppofition  to  the  well-grounded  doctrines  he 
has  thrown  out,  with  refped  to  the  condudl  of  the  French, 
and  to  the  efficacy  of  ther  principles  on  the  fate  of  Europe* 
On  the  contrary,  fo  far  from  wifhing  to  leffcn  the  impreffion 
which  the  Noble  Earl's  able  and  eloquent  defcription  of  the 
conduft  of  the  French  to  their  own  fubje£ls,  to  their  allies, 
and  leveri  to  thofe  who  were  not  their  enemies,  has  made,  I 
am  extremely  defirous  that  the  impreffion  may  remain  in 
full  force  on  the  minds  of  all  who  hear  me,  I  concur  with 
the  Noble  Earl  in  all  that  he  has  faid*  I  agree  with  the  Noble 
Earl  alfo  in  the  idea  that  there  is  no  fafety  for  any  people 
by  being  at  peace  with  the  French,  for  the  dreadful  pidurc 
which  he  has  drawn  of  the  horrible  nature  of  their  friend- 
ship, isjudified  by  the  hiftory  of  the  nations  which  they  have 
ruined;  but  I  carry  my  opinion  fo  much  farther  than  the 
Noble  Earl,  as  I  think  that  thefe  calamities  not  merely 
flowed  from  their  peace  with  France,  but  happened  to  them 

;  totally 
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totally  and  altogether  on  thai  acccHint.  It  was  becaufe  they 
were  at  peace  with  France ;  it  was  becaufe  they  fought  for 
iafeCy  in  a  temfiorixmg  fyftcoij  as  if  it  were  poflSble  to  find 
fiifcty  by  a  diflioDouraUlc  and  ignominious  acquiefcencc  in  fuch 
principles.  In  my  opinion  the  only  fafety  to  be  obtained  under 
fuch  a  fyAecn,  is  1>y.  an  honourable  peace  or  vigorous  war* 
It  is  not  by  comprorotfcs,  however  humWe  ;  it  is  not  by.facri- 
iices,  however  extravagant^  that  fecurity  can  be  obtained 
a^inft  iocfa  a  fyfiem.  It  is  only  by  a  vigorous  refidance  o£ 
their  principles)  a  manly  djfregard  of  their  threats,  and  a  zea- 
lous maintenance  of  our  own  principles,  that  we  can  fecure  to 
OQtieivcs  the  bleflings  of  our  eftabliihed  Government ;  bui 
a£Ung  on  diefe  ideas,  and  trnfting  to  our  own  genuine  vigour, 
I  differ  from  the  Noble  Earl,  as  to  the  inference  he  has  drawa 
from  the  detail  he  has  fo  well  made,  that  this  country  never 
oonid  with  fafety  make  peace  with  Ae  French  RepuUlick.  Ac 
no  time  have  I  ever  adopted  fuch  an  opinion,  but  have  fludi** 
oufly  avcMded  encouraging  the  idea^  and  never  once  let  any 
Words  efcape  me  that  could  warrant  the  fuppofition  that  fuch 
was  my  fentimevit.  I  fee  the  condud  of  the  French  towards 
other  nations  with  as  little  (atisfadUon  as  the  Noble  Earl ;  but 
I  believe  that  even  with  the  French  Republic,  as  now  confti* 
luted,  peace  may  be  botii  practicable  and  permanent,  [t  may 
lye  obtained,  in  my  mind,  upon  conditions  confident  with  the 
honour  ^nd  fafety  of  the  empire,  and  fuch  as  no  man,  what- 
ever may  be  his  feelings,  need  difdain  to  embrace.  Bat  I 
perfe^^y  agree  with  tiie  Noble  Earl  that  we  can  look  for  no 
fafety  by  following  the  condu£fc  of  thofe  powers  that  have 
fought  it  in  tgnomink>us  fubmiffion.  It  is  not  by  facrtfices  of 
principle,  not  by  acquiefcencc,  not  by  ^fielding  point  aftef 
point,  hot  hy  a  regular,  temperate,  and  farm  maintenance  qf 
our  j»ft  rights  and  dignity,  that  we  can  fecure  ourlcives 
againft  the  peril  of  the  torrent  of  French  inundation.  I  think, 
«ny  Lords,  that  I  liave  faid  all  that  is  neceffary  in  anfwer  to 
the  Noble  Earl's  obfervations  on  this  part  of  tlic  fubjtrd  ;  but 
Ae  Noble  Earl  chofc  to  rt^ler  to  fome  words  of  a  Declaration 
of  the  King,  made  in  the  commencement  of  this  conteft,  as  if 
his  Majcfty's  Minifters  had  departed  from  the  line  of  politics 
pointed  out  therein,  I  think  the  Noble  Earl  has  not  been 
altogether  correS  in  this  reference.  If  he  had  read  the  whole 
of  that  Declaration,  he  would  have  found  that  care  was  ex- 
prefsly  taken  to  guard  againA  the  miftake  which  t}>e  Noble 
Earl  nas  fallen  imo.  I  have  in  no  idea  varied,  and  the  reft  of 
his  Majefty's  fervafits  have  in  no  idea  varied  from  the  words  of 
Ihe  Declsration  to  which  the  Noble  Earl  alludes.  At  no  timfe 
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fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  hav6  his  Majefty  's  Mint- 
fters  declared  that  no  peace  could  or  ought  to  be  made  with  the 
Republic.    All  that  they  alTerted  in  that  Declaration  to  which 
the  Noble  Earl  has  alluded,  and  which  is  further  proved  bj: 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  condudl  which  his  Majefty  has  been  ad- 
vifed  to  hold,  is  that  they  thought  peace  was  more  likely  to  be 
permanent  if  France  fliould  happily  return  to  a  regular  Go* 
vernment)  and  that  of  all  other  forms,  that  of  a  reftored  Mo- 
narchy was  itioft  likely  to  afford  fecurity  and  repofe  to  Ae 
other  ftates  of  Europe.     It  was  never  faid,  that  peace  was  not 
prafticable  under  the  new  order  of  things,  but  that  certainly  it 
would  be  better  made,  and  more  likely  to  be  durable,  under 
the  monarchy,     I  beg,  therefore,  that  the  noble  Earl  will 
examine  with  attention  our  former  declarations,  and  compare 
them  with  the  prefent,  that  he  may  fatisfy  his  fair  and  honour* 
able  mind  of  the  confifteilcy  of  our  condu£t ;  we  have  been 
vniforro  throughout ;  we  are  eager  only  tofecure  to  this  coun* 
try  peace  upon  conditions  which  (hall  be  independent  of  any 
exiftihg  order  of  things  in  France,  and  however  we  may  have 
preferred  to  treat  witii  one  kind  of  Government  to  another, 
we  have  never  made  any  one  kind  of  Government  a  Jim  qua 
non  of  negotiation.     On  the  main  fubjed  of  his  Majefty 's 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  it  is  impoffible  for  me  to  add  any  thing 
to  what  has  been  fo  eloquently  faid  by  the  noble  peers  who 
moved  and  feconded  the  addrefs.     They  have  fo  forcibly  ex* 
preflfed  the  fentiments  which  I  feel,  and  I  think  have  fo  per- 
fc£tiy  fccured  the  approbation  of  yourLordfliips  to  the  Addrefs 
itfelf,  that  it  would  be  equally  vain  and  impoffible  for  me  to 
add  any  thing  to  what  they  have  faid.     I  rejoice  in  the  unani* 
mity  which  is  likely  to  prevail  this  day,  it  is  the  moft  critical 
and  the  moft  awful  period  that  the  hiftory  of  England  ever 
wicnefled,  and  at  no  moment  was  the  unanimous  declara- 
tion of  a  determined  fpirit  to  fdpport  his  Majefty  in  the  mea- 
fures  elTential  to  national  profperity,  more  incumbent  upon  us 
than  at  prefent.     If  the  Addrefs  could  be  made  more  clear, 
more  dccifive  upon  this  point,  by  leaving  out  the  words  to 
which  the  noble  Earl  objc£^s,  1  would  be  the  firft  to  agree 
with  him  in  the  amendment  to  that  purpofe  ;  but  I  muft  ob-       ' 
jeft  to  his  amendment,  becaufe  it  goes  to  omit  the  very  paurt 
of  the  Addrefs,  which  of  all  ethers,  I  conceive  the  Houfc 
would  wifli  to  fupport ;  viz.  a  declaration  that  they  highly 
approved  of  his  Majefty's  endeavours  to  enter  into  a  negotia- 
tion with  the  French  Republic,  in  order  toreftore  peace  to 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that  it  was  evident,  from  the 
procraftinating  and  infulting;  condu6t  of  tlie  enemy,  the  fur- 
ther 
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ther  continuance  of  all  the  horron  of  war  was  to  be  attribated, 
I  truft  it  is  the  obje^  of  us  alJ  explicitly  to  declare,  that  wc ' 
will  never  oompromife  nor  furrender  the  juft^laims  of  En- 
gland, that  we  will  never  feek  for  peace  by  facrifices  that  are 
inooniiftent  with  our  true  fafety.    But,  my  Lords,  not  think- 
ing that  the  fplrit  of  the  Declaration  is  weakened  by.  cnanifeft* 
ing  a  deGre  for  peace  upon  honourable  and  juft  principles,  i 
muft  obje£%  to  tlit  motion  of  the  noble  Earl,  and  vote  for  the 
^drefs  as  it  has  been  fo  ably  propofcd. 
.  The  MzT(\\iit  of  Lanf^9um  faid,  my  Lords,  I  do  not  rife  to 
oSer  my  feeble  oppofition  to  the  Addrefs  that  has  been  propofed.. 
I  know  how  illuibry  and  how  vain  it  would  be  for  me  to  flat- 
ter  myfelf  with  the  prefumption  that  any  thing  which  I  can 
offer  would  avail  in  tliis  moft  perilous  and  mod  awful  moment ! 
When  1  fee  that  thofe  noble  Peers  whofc  juft  influence  is  fup- 
ported  by  great  ability  and  by  powerful  eloquence  are  abfent, 
'I  cannot  hope  that  any  thing  coming  from  abilities  like  mine 
can  have  weight  with  you ;  but,  my  Lords,  though  I  hava 
long  meditated  the  doing  that  which  others  have  done,  though  ic 
would  have  bed  fuited  by  own  inclination  and  temper  of  mind 
to  have  folbwed  their  example,  and  though  I  have  ever  borne 
in,  mind  the  faying  which  Lonce  heard  from  a  very  wife  man» 
viz.  that  there  ought  to  be  an  interval  between  life  and  death 
in  which  men  ought  to  retire  from  buftle  and  bufinefs,  reflet 
upon  their  pad  life,  and  enjoy  their  eafe  and  independence,  I 
have  wi(hed  to  retire,  but  1  did  not  like  to  take  one  important 
ftep before  1  knew  what  ftep  is  to  follow  it ;  and  therefore,  con- 
fcious  as  I  am  that  other  noble  Lords,  who  are  abfent,  would 
txprefs  the  fame  idea  with  more  force  and  greater  ability,  I  think 
it  more  manly,  and  more  fair,  for  every  man  to  offer  his  opt- 
d'kxi  at  a  crifis  like  the  prefent.     On  this  occaGon  I  have  the 
misfortune,  I  am  afraid,  to  ftand  fingle ;  but,  however  weak 
my  voice,  however  feeble  my  talents,  I  conceive  it  be  my 
doty  to  exert  them  in  the  way  which  I  think  may  the  beft  con- 
duce to  the  objeS  which  1  have  in  yiew,  that  of  arrefting  you 
10  a  career  that  leads  to  death.   Brought  as  we  are  to  the  bripl^ 
of  a  moft  dreadful  precipice,  which  noble  Lords  h^ve  fo  juftly 
deplored,  I  yet  think  it  right,  fingle  as  I  am,  to  raifc  my  warn- 
ingvoice,.andtofaveyou,  ifpoffible,  from  the  abyfs.    The 
flbfence  of  the  noble  Lords,  though  it  has  not  furprifed  me 
afflias  my  heart :  1  am  not  furprifed,  my  Lords,  becaufe  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  is  not  cvc^i  a  wife,  a  falutary,  and  a  pa- 
triotic meafure  :  far  be  it  from  me  to  arraign  them ;  it  is  a  mca" 
fare  upon  which,  as  1  have  already  faid,  I  have  often  con' 
lemphted  myfelf  with  fcrioulhefs,  and  which  I  Jiave  more  than 
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once  thought  of  aciopting.  For  what,  my  Lor^,  afalb  it  Ibr 
a  few  men,  unfupp^rtcd  by  public  opinion,  to  fptni  their 
breath  here  againtt  a  fyftem  which  is  not  to  be  aSavIed  by  wif< 
dom  nor  moved  by  patriotifm ;  which  repofes  iifelf  on  oth«f 
bafis  than  difcuflion,  experience,  and  troth  ^  1  have  no  doubt, 
therefore,  but  that  thefe  noble  perfons  have  declined  their  at- 
tendance upon  confiderations,  flrrong  and  weighty,  opon  prin- 
ciples of  confcience  and  redtitude,  and  that  rheir  abfcnce  iftay 
do  more  to  awaken  yoa  to  ferioofnefe  and  to  refleAion,  tkdm 
all  they  could  have  done  by  fine  harangues  and  by  dedama- 
tMfny  however  lofty,  and  however  impreflive. 

My  Lords,  if  I  come  down  thus  Angle,  it  is  not  from  any 
jinocive  of  felf-conceit,  it  is  not,  I  repeat  it,  becaufe  I  thinic 
that  any  thing  which  I  have  to  fay  will  work  upon  your  minds, 
but  becaufe  1  think  the  times  themfelves  demand  from  every 
roan  exertion  in  every  way  in  which  it  is  poffible ;  demand 
from  yowrfelves  the  furrendcr  of  thofc  prejudices  which  have 
hitherto  made  you  deaf  to  the  danger  that  furrounds,  and  de» 
mand  from  all  parties  the  forgetfolnefs  of  what  is  paft,  ^bat 
we  may  now  come  to  contemplate  with  ferious  minds  the  bor- 
for  and  peril  of  our  iituation.     It  is  this,  my  Lords,  that  in- 
duces me  yet  to  trouble  you  with  my  faint,  perhaps  my  «n-» 
availing  voice.    The  Declaration,  and  what  a  declaration  !  hat 
made  a  mod  ferious  impreffion  upon  me  ;  unaccompanied  as 
it  is  with  the  documents,  1  read  it  with  a  perfe^  confidence 
m*  the  main  fads  which  it  ftates.     If  one  quarter  of  thofe  ia6b 
be  true,  and  that  they  are  I  have  not  the  flighteft  inclinaiion 
to  dilbelieve,  what  do  they  prove  ?    That  the  French.  Direc- 
lory  have  no  intention  to  make  peace  with  you,  but  they  are 
alienated  in  mind  and  implacably  hoftilized  to  the  Government 
of  this  country  t  My  Lords,  this  is  a  mod  ferious  and  a  moft 
ImportatK  matter,  for  then  comes  the  great  quefiion,  What  are 
we  to  do  in  fuch  a  predicament?    I  agree  with  the  noble  Earl 
as  to  the  difficulty  and'danger  of  the  crifis,  but  the  noble  Earl 
fays,  continue  the  war !    I  aflc  you,  how  are  you  to  continue 
it  i  I  leave  all  that  has  been  faid  abdut  Geneva  and  Genosi, 
and  the  other  States  who  have  fuifered  from  the  condudk  of 
France,  to  men  better  acquainted  with  the  circumftances. 
We  have  nothing  to  do  with  thefe  details.     Our  cafe 'is  not 
•parallel.     Great  Britain  is  not  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with  the 
petty  States  which  the  drunkennefs  of  the  French  Revolution 
has  difturbed,  and  we  ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  con* 
templation  of  our  own  cafe  by  fuch  references.     I  leave  them, 
along  with  all  the  books  and  fpeeches  of  prediAion  about  the_ 
^mpoffibility  of  the  French  continuing  their  fyftem,  which 
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h^ve  fo  long  and  fo\fataity  detoded  yoar  Lordlhips.     We  are 
come  now  to  that  point  when  we  are  doomed  to  aA  by  ouiw 
felvety  and  I  need  not  tell  yout-Lordfliips,  thai  throogh  the 
whole  of  this  bofinefs  it  has  been  the  invariable  principle  of 
thofe  who  have  carried  on  the  war,  that  we  could  not  make 
any  efiediaal   impreffion  on  France  without  a    conttnentaf 
ally,     if  this  be  true,  what  (hall  we  now  do  when  the  French 
hoEve  made  a  Jacobin  of  the  Emperor  ?  This,  my  Liords,  it  not* 
my  eJcpreffion«  I  would  not  have  prefumed  tocail  his Majefty 
a  Jacobin  Etnperor,  but  I  bontow  the  expreffion  from  the  no* 
Me  Earl.     Can  We  go  on  without  an  ally  for  anv  purpofe  of 
oSence  i  We  cannot  Ixtpc  to  recover  the  King  of  Pruffia  as  an 
ally,  lie  may  become  a  Jacobin  likewife ;  there  is  little  chance 
of  rekindling  in  his  breaft  the  flame  of  romance  that  has  now 
burned  in  us  for  five  years ;  he  long  ago  had  wifdom  to  quit 
the  fcene,  and  now  we  find  that  even  the  Emperor  has  with-* 
drawn.    I  hope,  however,  that  we  ihali  find  him  a  man  of 
honour  in  his  engagements,  and  that  the  money  which  was 
advanced  in  this  country,  which  our  Minifters  have  conft^ntly 
declared  Wfas  not  a  fubfidy  but  a  folemn  loan,  will  be  paid  with 
pon£h3a>ity  and  honour.     The  furmifes  that  I  have  heard  1 
muft  therefore  difregard.    But,  my  Lords,  what  I  in  particu* 
.  lar  dcfire  to  prefs  on  your  confidenition  is,  that  you  strc  i>ow 
called  upon  to  perfevere  in  this  conteft,  without  the  means 
which  have  fo  frequently  been  ftated  as  effential  to  its  fuccefs. 
It  is  for  your  Lordfhips  to  flop  and  enquire  with  what  wifdom 
you  are  now  to  open  this  new  career  ?  The  noble  Lord  fays, 
that  our  refources  are  rifing  and  means  are  flourifliing  in  con- 
fequence  of  our  increafed  trade.  Are  they  fo?  1  dchre  to  know 
what  and  where  those  means  are  ?  Is  the  nobJe  Lord  furnilhed 
with  authentic  documents  of  this  fadt?    I  fliall  be  really  re- 
joiced to  hear  that  this  bfty  affertion,  which  I  oofcrve  alto  makes 
a  part  of  the  Speech,  can  be  proved ;  I  have  not  had  opportu- 
aity  to  fee  anv  papers  that  can  fatisfy  me  on  the  fubjed.  What 
I  have  feen  are  diredtly  the  reverfe.     1  he  papers  that  I  have 
accidentally  read  refpedling  the  ftate  of  the  trade  with  Portu- 
gal, and  the  wine  trade,  give  me  proofs  of  a  lamentable  decay; 
it  is  not  merely  that  tliey  are  not  produdtive*  which  is  a  loot 
and  unqualified  expreffion,  but  they  are  extremely  deficient. 
It  is  not  then,  becaufe  our  failors  have  conquered,  and  becaufe 
we  have  raoft  glorioufly  demonftrated  to  all  the  world  the  cha-  ^ 
raderofour  natural  ftrength,  that  therefore  we  are  provided 
widi  the  means  of  carrying  on  an  offenfivc  war  againft  France 
without  a  continental  ally.     Our  faiiois  indeed  have  main* 
pined  the  glory  of  our  maritime:  empire,  they  have  ihewn  the 
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trvte  vU  animi  of  tht  Britifh  mariney  that  the  heart  arid  foul 
of  the  country  can  rife,  in  fpite  of  the  negle3,  mifmana?ement, 
and  miftakes  of  Minifters,  like  the  natural  flrengih  otyouth^ 
which,  in  a  cafual  iicknefs,  redds  all  the  blunders  of  his  phy« 
fician ;  but  great  and  glorious  as  our  naval  exploits  have  been, 
what  can  they  do  for  us  in  fuch  a  conteft  i  They  make  us  mailers . 
^  of  the  fea  indeed,  but  where  (ball  we  land  ?  jVe  have  the  feas  of 
Europe*  and  France  has  its  pdrts.  Itisneceflary  tothe  circuit  of 
commerce^  tliat  not  merely  the.  feas  (hould  be  open  but  the 
markets.  What  then  is  our  relative  fituation  I  We  have  fliipft 
that  traverfe  and  command  the  ocean,  the  French  have  armiea 
that  traverfe  and  command  the  (hores.  We  can  (hip  our  manu« 
faSares,  but  where  {hall  we  land  them  or  expofe  them  tofale  ? 
What  fea  is  there  between  Paris  and  Hamburgh,  or  Paris  and 
Hanover,  or  Paris  anfl  Lifbon  ?  The  French  occupy,  and  they 
will  occupy,  every  point  of  ccfntaft  with  the  main  land  of  Eu- 
Tope.  A  Duncan  and  a  St.  VirKent  may  fweep  them  from  the 
feas,  and  atchieve  for  their  country  and  their  own  names  im«f 
mortal  honour;  but  what  will  all  this  avail  us  towards  ofien- 
five  war?  Are  we  to  have  new  revolutions ;  are  we  to  look 
to  new  fchemes  of  defcent ;  are  we  fo  little  chaftifed  in  the 
fcbool.of  adverfity  as  yet  to  cherilh  the  hopes  of  invafion  of 
France  ?  How  are  we  to  do  it  i  Is  it  by  balloons  ?  1  have  heard 
of  no  recent  invention  which  is  honoured  with  the  approbation 
of  the  War  Office  for  the  conqucft  of  France.'  But,  my  Lords, 
do' we  yet  talk  of  a  counter-revolution  after  all  the  experience 
that  we  have  had ;  are  we  yet  weak  enough  to  cheriih  this 
puerile  expedlation?  If  you  are,  I  would  refer  your  Lord- 
ihips  to  a  moft  able  pamphlet  written  by  a  Jate  Comptroller 
General  of  France.  The  authority  of  this  writer,  (peaking 
againft  his  inclination  and  contrary  to  his  wifbes,  ought  to 
have  weight.  He  ftates  admirably  well  the  fituation  into 
which  you  have  driven  FrarKe,  and  he  eypofes  and  ridicules, 
the  nonfenfe  with  which  we  have  been  (b  long  duped  and  de* 
hided  about  their  inability  to  continue  the  ftruggle.  Ail  the 
nonfenfe  about  affignats  and  mandau^  with  which  1  have  been 
£> often  bored,  and  my  ears  dunned  in  this  Houfe,  for  J  profefs 
to  God,  my  Lords,  that  Ihave  frequently  gone  from  this  Houfe 
fo  dumb  founded  with  affignats  and  mandatSy  that  1  have  not 
been  able  to  feparate  my  ideas  and  return  to  my  repofe.  Mon^* 
fieur  de  Calonnc  fays,  with  truth,  that  all  our  driving  pro* 
duced  the  contrary  effe£t  to  what  we  intended;  that  it  is 
^uite  ridiculous  to  talk  about  the  property  of  a  nation  where 
all  its  property  is  afloat.  Its  very  paper,  which  we  idly  looked 
op  to  as  the  pregnant  foufce  of  M  ruin>  was  not  merely  a  get 
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nuine  fource  for  the  time  that  it  lafted,  but  bj  our  atbcks  upon, 
it  became  the  principle  of  falvation  to  France.  It  worked  out 
its  own  cure ;  and  France,  from  having  more  paper  than  all 
the  world  put  tojgether,  has  now  lefs  than  this  country.  Such 
is  the  declat-ation  of  this  ingenious  man,  and  fuch  inaeed  ishi» 
confeflion  Qf  former  errot.     My  Lords,  I  am  not  come  here  to 

f'lve  my  opinion  in  the  fpirit  of  a  Frenchman*  I  am  no  . 
renchman !  I  am  no  Jacobin  H-  But  in  tbis  moft  dreadful 
crifis,  if  I  could  fugged  any  means  that  might  tend  to  corre& 
the  folly  of  our  fyftem  and  to  check  the  fatality  of  our  career,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  do  fo.  I  profefs  to  God  I  know  but  one/ 
means  and  one  chance  for  fafety.  1  fee  but  pne  powerful  re-^ 
Iburce  left  to  the  nation^  and  it  is  a  change  of  A^trnfttrs.  I  yet 
have  confidence  that  this  refource  will  be  tried..  His  Majefty 
has  now  reigned  over  us  thirty-feven  years;  no  man  has  a 
greater  knowledge  of  the  charaSer  of  the  people  of  England 
than  his  Majefty.  in  the  Chief  Magiftrate  of  fuch  a  Govern.* 
ment  as  ours,  it  is  not  great  talents  that  are  required  fo  much 
as  that  plain  integrity  and  humane  attention  to  the  good  of  his 
people  which  reje(£ls  all  confiderations  of  a  perfonal  kind,  and 
fecks  only  for  their  happinefs  and  fafety.  In  this  view  I  can- 
not defpair  of  the  public  weal,  fince,  if  his  Majefty  will  enter 
into  the  fcrious  enquiry  of  the  moft  likely  means  to  reftore  to 
his  kingdoms  the  blcffings  of  peace,  he  muft  fee,  and  every  ho- 
ned man  whom  he  confulis  will  tell  him,  that  a  change  of  his 
Minidcrs  is  the  moft  likely  means  of  accomplifliing  that  de- 
sirable objeft.  Let  us  fuppofe  how  the  Dirediory  of  France 
jnuft  argue  with  refpeft  to  the  prefent  Minifters  of  Englantl. 
It  is  a  pi;inciple  with  me,  and  I  know  that  it  is  fit  and  prudent 
for  all  men  to  do  the  fame,  whenever  I  have  a  difpute  to  fettle 
with  a  perfon«  I  endeavour  to  put  myf^lf  into  his  fituatioa,  and 
to  argue  the  cafe  as  it  is  likely  that  he  will  argue  it.  By  this 
means  I  am  likely  to  corredl  my  own  views  of  the  fubjeft,  to 
fubdue  my  own  paffions,  and  to  difcufs  the  quedion  with  fair- 
xiefs  and  impartiaiity.  In  this  manner  let  us  fuppofe  what 
muft  be  the  train  of  reafoning  in  the  mind  of  the  Direftory  of 
JFrance.  Muft  they  not  fpeak  in  fomcthing  like  this  drain  ? 
**  We  have  fuccecded  in  convincing  all  the  powers  on  the 
Continent  of  Europe  of  the  folly  of  the  crufadc  they  undertook 
againft  us;  we  have  added  more  to  the  empire  of  France  thau 
ever  the  ambitious  mind  of  Cardinal  Ri  Jielieu  conceived,  we 
have  fent  armies  into  the  field,  whofe  rapid  progrefs,  and  whofe 
fucceflive  vidlories  have  furpaffed  thofc  of  ancient  Rome  at  its 
perkxl  of  greateft  glory ;  we  have  magnified  the  power  of  our 
country  upon  the  bads  which  gave  occadon  :o  the  war)  W^ 
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are  TOimg  in  tbe  enjof  ment  off  our  liberties,  and  all  the  means 
of  a  youthiiii  government  are  in  our  hands ;  but  what  remains^ 
.  One  obftiniCe  nation  onl^r*  under  hot-headed  cbuncils,  perfifts 
in  it&  attack  upon  us>  and  fends  forth  declarations  againft  us» 
charging  us  with  every  fpedes  of  atrocity,  and  denounctng  u$ 
to  all  cbe  world  as  riie  authors  of  the  war  that  has  To  long  de«> 
Inged  it  in  blood.     W«,  who  only  wanted  liberty,  have  con- 
<|uened  the  powers  who  ivanted  plunder,  and  have  aggrandized 
ourfelTes  at  the  expence  of^our  aflailnnts.     One  only  of  the 
confederacy  continues  pertinacioufly  bent  on  our  ruin,  and 
though  flue  has  &iled  in  ftirring  up  others  againft  us,  ilill  railn 
at  ourgQwemcnettt  in  paper  dedarations.     And  this  power  that 
thus  perfeveres  againft  us  i$  brought  by  this  very  obftinacy  to 
embBrrafSnents  which  it  can  neither  palliate  nor  oouceal.     It 
ftands  on  a  totterir^  baTe.     Tbe  very  (Ladow  of  a  defcent  upon 
Ireland  convul£bd  its  bank>,  and  at  tbe  very  moment  that  it 
thus  llireateas  to  pour  forth  its  ven^ance  upon  us,  it  is  ready  to 
fink  tiiMier  the  efforts  it  has  aii*eady  made.     What  then,  after 
having  fieed  oorfelves  from  thofis  powers  at  our  door,  who 
could  really  aittack  us,  ihaU  we  yield  to  this  infulated  foo  that 
has  no  armies  with  which  it  can  wound  us?     Are  we  tame- 
ly to  foboiit   to  their  repeated    imputations,  and  are   their 
menaces  of  ilarvation  aiid  extermination  to  dlilurt)  our  march? 
Tbey  mean  our  overthrow,  and  this  is  the  true  motive  of  their 
condnd.     Even   in  afking  for   peace,   they   mean  hoflility* 
They  feek  only  &ir  a  peace  thatfhali  be  an  armiftice,  in  which 
they  are  to  take  breath,  and  attack  us  to  more  advantage  again. 
No  I  they  are  iniiocere.     They  are  our  only  enemy,  and  the 
prefent  is  the  moment  to  fave  France  from  their  defigns!'* 
It  is  pofftbk;,  my  Lords,  that  a  member  oftheDire£bory  may 
induce  bimfcif  in  language  ib  vehement  as  this,  and  which 
though  it  cannot  be  juilified,  has  unfortunately  too  much  truth 
on  its  fide.  -  [His  Lordfhip  put  his  argument  as  a  member  of 
the  prefent  DireiSory  into  the  mouths  of  a  warm  and  violent,, 
and  a  cool  and  ooniiderate  member  of  that  body,  but  made  the 
Aafoning  of  each  apply  with  equal  force,  though  with  a  differ'^ 
ent  degree  of  vehemence  and  pailion,  to  the  opinic^  they 
might,  according  to  his  idea,  be  prefumed  to  entertain  of  the 
condud  of  this  country.]     If  his  Majefty  ihouid  converfe  with 
any  plam,  feafible,   and  honeft  men  upon  the  fubjedt,  what 
muft  be  their  advice  ?     That  to  fay  no  worfe,  ius  fervants  had 
^en  bot'-headed  and  intemperate ;  that  their  reiolutions  ha4 
been  unAeady,  their  condu(5t  equivocal,  their  meafures  contra** 
dt&ory^  l;hetr  caufe  without  principle,  their  proceeding  with- 
out piaa;  that  they  had  never  been  able  to  iati&fy  the  tliinking 

part 
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psktx  of  the  nation  as  to  the  wifdom»  the  necelbty,  or  the  juftke 
of  the  war ;  nor  had  they  been  able  to  fat'nfy  eiren  thofe  Who 
approved  of  the  motive  of  the  war,  with  the  vigour,  the  pru« 
dence,  or  the  oeoonomy  of  its  condoA,  they  would  fay  that  the 
French  Diredory  had  too  much  reafon  for  their  fuipicfons  of 
our  (incerity,  even  in  our  profeffions  of  peace.  In  all  the  in« 
fiances  where  Commiffioners  had  be^n  appointed  to  ne^odate, 
a  dark  underhand  game  was  playedf  which  cefitradrSed^the 
jyublic  profcffion  of  the  Briclih  Cabinet.  Thus  when  a  Com- 
niiffioner  was  fent  to  Switzerland,  and  that  Mr.  Wickham 
opened  a  correfpondence  with  the  French,  they  difcovered  that 
it  was  only  for  the  purpofe  of  negociating  a  loan.  Agatn^ 
>  when  my  Lord  Matmeiburv  was  lent  to  Paris,  they  difcovered 
chat  while  we  were  thus  r.iaking  profeffions  of  peace  in  Paris^ 
we  were  negoaating  a  hoilile  treaty  with  Ruffia ;  for  fuch  it 
was  now  known  was  the  fad,  and  thus  the  treaty  was  ready 
far  figning  at  die  very  moment  the  Emprefs  died.  And  laft  en 
all,  our  negociation  at  Lifle  was  accompanied  by  that  counter* 
jrevpkitionary  infurreftion  in  the  interior  of  Fraocei  which  ptth- 
duced  the  convulfion  of  die  4di  of  September,  and  m  which 
they  affed  to  fay,  that  they  difcovered  the  infidious  hand  of  the 
Engliifa  Mtnifter.  My  Lords,  I  do  not  prefume  to  fpeak  from 
any  perfonal  knowledge  on  this  fubjed;  but,  he  muft  be  wiU 
fully  blind  who  do<s  not  fee  that  the  French  charge  our  Mini<^ 
ters  with  the  fad,  and  that  our  Declaration  is  ftadioufly  (hj  of 
difproving  the  charge.  Yet  ^ou  cannot  avoid  obfetving  that 
up  to  the  4th  of  September,  die  negociation  continued ;  and  it 
is  ftnoDgly  fufpeded  that  the  Brittlh  Government  was  at  die 
bottom  of  the  confpiracy  ;  but  on  the  burfting  of  that  vulcano, 
the  conferences  broke  up.  What  then  would  an  honeft  ad** 
vifer  of  his  Majefty  fay?  But,  that  Miniikrs  who  had  thus 
condoled  themfelves,  and  who  had  thus  exafperated  the  ene«> 
my,  were  lefs  likely  than  other  men  to  procure  peace  for  the 
country.  They  would  advife  him  at  leaft  to  try  the  expedient, 
they  would  deprive  the  enemy  of  the  advantaqge  which  they 
now.pofltfs,  of  aflerting  with  a  colour  of  probability,  that  the 
war  is  continued  only  becaufe  the  Miniftersof  hit  Britannic 
M^efty  aire  infidious  and  infmcere. 

if  I  am  sifked  upon  what  line  and  bafis  a  peace  ought  to  be 
concluded,  I  can  only  fay,  that  provided  it  is  concluded  in  the 
fpirit  of  peace,  and  a  torn  abandonment  of  every  idea  of  pro- 
moting internal  infurredion  in  France,  I  would  not  be -very 
anxious  to  Q)ecify  the  conditions.  I  do  not  think  that  mere  colo- 
nies, either  Eaft  Indian  or  Weft  Indian,  a  fufficient  arMment 
tor  the  continuance  of  war,  not  even  Trincomale  itf^Tf.    A^ 
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to  our  Weft  India  fettletnents,  the  events  that  have  recently- 
happened,  have  qpaterially  changed  our  policy  with  regard  to 
tliem.  When  we  enjoyed .  all  their  confumption  it  was  very 
difierent  ;  but  now  that  is  Hn  a  great  meafure  transferred  to 
America,  who  will  one  day  take  the  Weft  India  iilands  to 
themfislvest  and  when  the  enlightened  fpirit  of  humanity  has  ^ 

done  fo  much  towards  the  emancipation  of  the  negro  flaves, 
^d  great  men  in  this  country,  men  of  high  con fideration, 
have  taken  up  their  caufe;  and  that  the  French  Revolution 
has  introduced  the  principles  of  infubordiiration   into  thofe 
iflands,  I  would  not  contend  for  a  fmgle  day  about  any  ohje£t 
in  the  Weft  Indies :  the  value  of  thofe  colonies  is  very  much 
leflbned  indeed  to  England,  and  fi^cely  worth  having.     As 
to  the.  Cape  of  Gqod  Hope,  about  which  fo  many  lofty  ex* 
pedtations  were  formed^  c^i  Chat  alfo  our  ideas  are  corrected  ; 
the  whole  is  found  to  be  a  dream.     I  have  reafon  to  know         ^ 
that  the  mety.who  are  the  moft  ardent  in  their  cxpeflations        ^ 
about  the  Cape,  are  now  convinced  that  it  would  be  not  only 
ufelefs  but  inconvenient  to  keep  it.     The  whole  then  is  re- 
duced to  TrincoiAale,  and  though  I  own  that  Trincomale  is  / 
^  enormous  value  to  the  defence  of  our  Eaft  Indian  empire> 
and  that  it  is  a  thing  which  we  ought  to  negociate  for,  and  to 
get,  if  we  can ;  yet  it  furely  is  not  worth  the  continuance  of 
a  war.     We  gained  our  empire  in  the  Eaft  without  Trinco- 
male ;  we  have  taken  Trincomale  before  now,  and  given  it 
up,  and  I  am  not  for  incurring  another  campaign  that  will  coft 
i]s  thirty  millions,  for  the  fake  of  this  fettlemcat.     This  is  my 
opinion,  and  1  throw  it  out  without  hefttation.     Let  us  come      .^ 
to  our  fenfes.     Let  us  engage  fuch  of  the  other  European 
powers  as  w«  can  prevail  on,  in  a  dcfenfive  league  ;  he  begged 
to  be  underftood,  a  d&fcnflve  league,  for  there  was  an  immcnfe 
difference  between  an  o&nfive  and  a  defenfive  treaty  ;  in  faft, 
ourfyftem  ought  to  be  purely  defenfive ;.  a  defenfive  war  is  not 
a  great  evil  to  this  country, compared  with  that  which  we  have 
beep  doomed  to  endure.     But  let  us  above  ail,  regain  the  opi<^ 
nion  of  Europe  ;  we  have  loft  it  by  our  intemperance,  our 
pride,  and;  our  rapacity.     Let  us  proclaim  freedoqi  to  neutral 
nations;  we  ftiall  be  forced  to  do  it,  and  that  with  an  ill        '^^ 

frace  ;  the  prefent  is  the  moment  favourable  to  conciliation, 
f  thus  we  recognize  the  commercial  freedom  of  the  world, 
we  (hall  be  the  tirft  to  profit  from  the  grand  and  generous  fyf- 
tem.  Our  means  for  a  defenfive  fyftem,  are  indeed  large ; 
thefe  our  nautical  (kill,  and  our  nautical  capital,  if  1  may  be 
allowed  the  phnfe,  would  maintain  to  us  the  true  fovereiguty 
of  the  feas,  ioi  it  would  fcv:ure  to  us  the  empire  of  its  com- 
merce 
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roerce.     To  this  I  would  fuggeft  the  important  duty  of  a  tho- 
tough  examination  of  our  expences  throug)l  all  their  details; 
and  of  our  abofts  through  all  their  gradations  :  there  are  other 
things  that  mud  alfo  enter  tntothi^  plan,  and  which  will  natu* 
rally   fugi^eft    thcmfelves  to  every  mind.      We. have    not 
merely  Europe  to  conciliate,  we  have  alfo  to  conciliate  at 
hom^  ;  we  mud  fatisfy  the  minds  of  the  people.     I  need  not 
tell  youf  my  Lords,  that  parts  of  this  empire  are'conTolGd  to 
the  heart  ;  you  will  naturally  feel  that  I  turn  my  eye  to  the 
ftatc  of  Ireland,  from  which  all  public  information  is  barred ;  « 
but  you  mud  not  Hiut  your  minds  againft  it,  it  prefles  too  fot^ 
ciblv  upon  you  for  reCftance.     I  have  feen  letter^  from  a  noble 
perlon,  worthy  of  the  hfcgheft  confideration,  which  give  this 
cmphatical  defer  jption  of  ^e  prefent  tote  of  Ireland :— .^*  Ire* 
bnd  is  quiet  indeed  ;  but  it  is  the  quiet  which  reigns  on  board 
.  a  tender  under  the  management  of ^^fs-gang,*'    I  have  feen 
alio  a  letter  in  an  evening  print,  J U  Courier y  which  loudly 
calls  upon  your  Lordfhip's  attention.     It' gives  fi^ch  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  horrors  that  reign  in  Ireland,  as,  if  true,  ought  in- 
ftantly  to  call  for  redrefs.    If  the  reprefentation  be  falfe,  a  pro- 
iecution  ought  to  be  immediately  inidituted  againft  the  printer, 
but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  there  is  but  too  much  truth 
in  the  relation.     1  am  convinced  that  if  this  fubjcft  is  not  im-, 
mediately  taken  up,  that  vve  ftiall  have  but  one  alternative,  a 
feudal  union  or  a  fcparation.  My  Xiordsj  the  cafe  is  imminent. 
I  fpeak  as  no  party  man  on  the  lubjeft ;  fecure  to  me  my  pro- 
perty and  my  quiet.    The  people  who  are  to  be  governed  have 
a  right  to  both  ;  and  I  fee  no  means  of  reftorin^  the  people  to 
the  (ecurity  of  property,  and  the  fatisfadlion  of  repofe,  but  by 
making  peace  with  that  mighty  people,  who,  to  the  enthufiafm 
df  liberty,  have  all  the  refourccs  of  a  nation  yet  hefonc  them. 
They  are  not  exhaufted  as  we  are ;  they  have  not  run  through 
all  the  claOes  of  taxation  ;  the  combat  is  unequal,  and  I  dread, 
the  event.     Peace  is  neceffary  to  our  deliverance,  by  that  we' 
oiay  leflen  our  expences,  not,  as  it  is  vainly  held  out  in  the 
fpeech,  for  fo  long  as  the  war  lafts,  the  enemy  is  the  arbiter  of 
your  expence ;  but  by  a  well-conflrufied  and  a  folid  peace, 
you  may  pave  the  way  for  the  amelioration  qf  your  internal,' 
ftate.     You  may  fatisfy  the  people  that  their  reprefentation  is 
fubftantial  and  efficacious  to  its  pui*pofe,  not  by  holding  out 
the  nonfcnfe  of  univerfal  fuffi-age,  and  giving  to  them  the 
bubble,  a  .thing  which  no  man  that  nfes  the  term  has  ever  been 
able  juftly  todefinej  tnuch  Icfs  to  reconcile  with  common  ,fenfe 
and  praftice ;  but  to  fatisfy  them  by  gradual  reforms^  growing' 
out  of  the  ccwiftit«ti6n  lifelf.    I  fay  gradual  reforms,,  for  God 
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foAid  diat  any  other  bot  gradiid  idorm  flioaid  ever  be  connte^ 
nanced  in  England,  My  Lords,  I  have  done.  1  had  ioroe  in- 
tention of  potting  fome  words  into  the  ihape  of  an  ^loaendnieDt, 
tHit  1  knew  it  was  nfeiefs.  I  fee  no  good  that  can  be  obtained 
in  diat  way.  I  have  now,  for  forty  yea^^  fcen  the  fate  of 
them  in  the  two  Honfes  of  Parliament.  I  look  to  anodier 
quarter  for  oar  remedy.  We  have  a  Prince  of  experience  on 
the  throne;  he  has  mends  who  are  capable  of  giving  him 
foond  and  ferions  advice.  It  is  perhaps  come  to  the  critical 
minate,  when  ading  on  their  coanfel*  he  may  yet  rafcue  us 
all  from  the  fate  that  impends  over  oar  heads.  May  God 
jgrant  that  we  (hall  fliU  owe  to  bis  paternal  care  the  national 
Sfety! 
:  Lotti  Mttlgrave  faid,  he  admitted  the  danger  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  crifis  to  be  as  great  as  the  noble  Marquis  had  de- 
feribed  it  to  be,  but  he  felt  none  of  thofe  gloomy  apprehen- 
iions  and  defponding  fentiments  as  to  the  fafety  of  the  coun- 
try, that  the  noble  Marquis  had  taken  fuch  pains  to  imprefs 
pn  the  minds  of  their  Lordfhips.  The  noble  Marquis  had 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  fiood  fmgle  that  day ;  he  hoped 
and  believed  that  he  did  ftand  fmgle  in  the  opinions  wtuch 
he  delivered,  and  that  no  individual  either  within  or  without 
thofe  doors,  thought  with  him  on  the  fubjed.  The  noble 
Marquis  had  faid,  if  noble  Lords  who  were  abfent  had  been 
in  the  Houfe,  they  would  have  delivered  the  fame  fentiments 
with  better  ability  and  greater  eifed;  the  plain  inference 
^m  whicli  aflertion  was,  that  thofe  noble  Peers  who  were 
abfent  entertained  the  fame  opinions,  a  fad  which,  with 

Sreat  deference  to  the  noble  Marquis,  he  mud  beg  leave  to 
.  oubt.  Having  been  abfent  from  thofe  walls  for  fome  time, 
be  could  not  Uy  what  had  pafled  in  the  interval,  but  he 
never  had  heard,  nor  did  he  think  it  probable,  that  any  noble 
Lord  could  have  ventured  an  aflertion,  fo  queftionable,  ?^ 
that  C^reat  Britain  could  not  make  a  powerful  ftruggleagainft 
France  without  an  ally.  He  had  onen  heard  it  (bted,  and 
he  t>elieyed,  that  allies  were  frequently  very  ufeful  to  us  \ 
that  in  fome  cafes  they  cap  hardly  be  purchafed  too  dearly  ; 
but  it  did  not  thence  follow,  that  this  country  could  in  no 
cafe  go  on  with  the  war  without  an  ally.  He  fliould  be 
forry,  indeed,  if  the  fafi  were  fo ;  forry  that  their  Lordihips 
ihould  think  it  fo.  Had  they  changed  their  opionion  of 
Biitifh  courage ;  had  they  changed  their  opinio^  of  Britifli 
fefources  of  all  kind  ?  They  muft  do  fo  before  they  could 
reafonably  come  to  a  conclufiouj  tb^t  we  qurngt  caf ry  on  ^ 
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war  ¥ritbout  an  aU^»  If  there  was  any  one  power  without 
w}iofe  alliance  we  cannot  carry  on  this  war,  then  indeed,  we 
were  to  be  confideted  as  the  vaflals  of  that  power,  whofe  aU 
Uance,  it  feemed>  we  could  not  have,  and  could  not  proceed 
without  it^  He  was  glad,  however,  that  this  was  not  the 
cafe ;  nor  could  it  appear  to  be'  fo  to  any  perfon  w.h^  would 
confider  with  attention  the  extent  of  our  commerce,  and  the 
ftrength'of  our  navy,  which  were  tl^e  pride  and  glory  pf  uur 
country.  This  pride  and  glory  would  be  ftill  more  manifeft 
if  we  turned  our  eyes  towards  the  refources*  of  the  enemy, 
and  in  that  view  of  the  cafe  counter  quefilons  might  be  put 
to  the  noble  Marquis  with  as  much  confidence  as  he  had  been 
pleafed  to  put  his.  The  noble  Marquis  had  ail^d,  where 
we  were  to  carry  on  our  commerce  ?  He  would  afk  the  noble 
Marquis,  is  there  an  internal  navigation  from  France  to  the 
Weft  Indies?  Is  there  an  high  road  through  France  to  the 
|£aft  Indies  ?  Cannot  we  go  to  South  Amsrica  withput  the 
afliftance  of  an  ally  ?  He  believed,  indeed,  that  the  real  (li* 
Areffes  of  the  French  were  fuch  as  would  foon  compel  them 
to  liften  to  us  very  attentively,  notwithflanding  he  admitted 
their  great  power  and  force.  But  the  noble  Marquishad  brought 
forward  what  he  dated  as  a  refoi^rce,  and  the  only  probable 
fefource,  of  this  country ;  doubtlefs  he  thought  it  fo.  That 
refource,  however,  did  not  appear  to  him  in  the  f^me  light 
as  it  did  to  the  noble  Marquis  ;  the  refource  he  alli|ded^  to 
was  a  change  of  Minifters.  He  admitted  that  if  peace  qouUt. 
be  obtained  by  changing  Mlnifters  they  ought  to  be  changed 
immediately,  whatever  merits  they  po(rc(re4  ;  h#  was  fo  fully. 
perfuaded  of  his,  that  highly  as  he  thought  of  theof^,  and  at-. 
tached  as  he  perfonally  was  to  many  of  them,  he  would  him- 
felf  move  for  an  addrefs  praying  his  Majefly  todifmirs  them,  Tf 
he  thought  that  fuch  an  event  would  procure  a  peace.  He  trufl- 
ed,  indeed,  that  Minifters  themfelves  would  not  remain  in  their 
fituatton  an  hour,  if  they  thought  that  by  fo  remaining  they 
retarded  peace.  That  defirable  confequence,  he  was  afTured. 
would  not  follow  that  change.  Suppofing  it  to  take  place 
to-morrow,  who  was  to  fucceed  them  ?  The  noble  Marquis 
undoubtedly  had  abilities,  talents,  and  experience  as  a  (latef- 
irian,  that  well  qualified  him  for  the  fituation  of  a  Miniftcr, 
but  who  would  place  confidence  in  him,  as  a  negocjator  fpr 
peace,  after  his  fpeeeh  of  that  evening  ?  In  his  moderate 
manifefto,  fpeaking  as  a  member  of  the  French  Diredory, 
be  had  infinuated  every  thing  that  was  degrading  to  the  ho^ 
poiir^  the  good  faith,  and  the  dignity  of  this  country ;  in  his 

more 
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more  violent  manifefto  given  in  his  fecond  character  of  a, hot 
and  paffionatc  member  of  the  French  DirtQory,  he  bad 
gone  (till  further,  and  with  all  the  fury  of  the  moft  frantic 
Jacobin,  levelled  the  Britifti  charafter  to  the  ground,  and 
triumphed  in  its  degradation.  Was  the  noble  Marquis 
then  the  man  alone  this  country  would  choofe  to  feleft  as 
their  guardian  and  protedlor,  and  confidently  rely  on  for 
prefervation  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  danger  ?  He  wa& 
afraid  not.  He  was  under  the  necefffty  of  diiFcnting  from 
the  opinion  which  the  noble  Marquis  had  delivered  that 
night,  refpefting  the  means  we  had  of  retaining  our  con- 
qiiefts  in  the  Well  Indies,  as  well  of  their  value,  as  alfo  of 
the  Cape  of  Good. Hppe,  and  of  Trincomale.  The  noble 
Marquis  feemed  to  fpeak  with  the  "concurrence  of  others 
who  were  not  p  efent,  although  he  feemed  to  wifli  it  not  to 
be  fo  underftood.  1  le  could  not  help  thinking  there  was 
fome  little  concurrence  between  thsm,  for  although  difpofed 
to  retire,  from  his  advanced  age,  yet  he  afligned  as  a  I'eafon 
for  his  wifliing  to  retire,  that  others  more  able  than  himfelf 
did  not  cbufe  to  come  forward :  were  they  to  attend,  he 
(hould  have  no  objedion  to  take  an  adiVe  part ;  but  they 
flaid  away. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanjdown  faid  he  did  not  fay  they  (laid 
away. 

Lord  /l/w/^r/rt;^  begged  pardon,  and  Paid,  he  fpokeof  the  no* 
ble  Marquis's  argument,  merely  as  he  had  conceived  it.  But 
what  did  the  noble  Marquis  recommend  to  their  Lordftips 
as  their  bed  policy  ?  A  defenfive  alliance  with  all  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  ;  But  againd  the  powers  of  France,  and 
there  the  noble  Marquis  had  taken  care  not  to  be  mifunder- 
flood,  by  faying,  "  I  fay  a  defenfive,  not  an  offenfive  alli- 
ance againft  this  aflive  and  enterprifing  foe.'*  It  was  an 
axiom,  his  Lordftiip  faki,  in  the  profeflion  to  which  he  bad 
the  honour  to  belong,  that  defenfive  war  inevitably  led 
to  offenfive  conduS,  and  confequently  provoked  all  the  diflS- 
eulty  and  danger  of  offenfive  war  without  its  obvious  ad- 
vantages. He  did  not  agree  with  the  noble  Marquis  upon 
this  fubjefl,  becaufe  it  was  a  plan  by  which  all  fccurity  wag 
to  be  given  up  before  we  could  be  fecure  of  peace.  He  thought 
that  we  muft  carry  on  the  war,  and  he  thought  there  was  no 
utility  in  removing  the  Miniders.  He  thought  alfo  much  too 
highly  of  the  courage,  energy  and  various  refources  which 
we  pofleiTcd^  and  without  which  we  could  not  exift  as  a  na- 

tion. 
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tion,  to  fuppofe  we  (hould  fink  under  our  prefent  danger  ; 
however  defperate  to  fome  perfons  it  might  appear  to  .be. 

The  queftion  being  put,  Lord  FitzwiUiams  amendment 
was  negatived. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  rofe  to  declare,  that  he  entirely  ap- 
proved of  the  condud  of  thofe  noble  Lords,  who  had  abfent-* 
cd  themfelves  from  the  Houfe,  and  fhould  have  followed 
their  example  had  not  official  duty  rendered  his  prcfence  in- 
difpenfible.  He  called  the  attention  of.  their  Lordfhips  to 
the  Declaration  of  his  Majefty  of  Saturday  laft,  and  ob- 
fcrved  that  of  late  Parliament  had  been  much  neglefted  by  his 
Majtffty's  Miniflers,  and  little  attention  paid  to  its  dignity  ; 
but  on  the  prefent  occafioft  ftill  lefs  regard  had  been  (hewn 
than  ordinary  to  what  was  due  to  their  Lordfliips,  and  that 
it  had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  befl  and  mod  able  perfonSp 
that  in  all  contefts  it  is  not  fufficient  that  one  party  fhould 
prove  the  other  to  be  in  the  wrong,  it  was  effential  alfo  that 
itfclf  was  in  the  right.  This  was  true,  and  neceflary  to  be 
done  in  difputes  between  individuals,  but  it  became  infinitely. 
more  neceflary,  becaufe  more  important,  where  the  cafe  in- 
volved the  fate  of  multitudes.  The  Declaration  of  his  Mia- 
jcfty  dated  among  other  things  that 

'  The  principle  of  mutual  compenfarion,  before  exprefsly  admitted  by 

*  common  confentas  the  jull  and  equitable  bags  of  negociation,  wal  now 
'  difcUtined  \  every  idea  of  modenition  or  reafon,  every  Bppeaiaiiice  of 

*  jnftice  was  difr^arde^  ;  and  a  conccflion  was  reqviired  from  nis  Majefty'a 

<  Plenipotentiary,  as  a  pielminary  and  ifidifpeniihle'  condition  of  negoci- 

'  ation,  which  muft  at  once  have  iuperfedcd  ail  tne  objefls,  and  prechided   . 

*  all  the  means  of  treat! ngj.     France,-  after  incorporarint  with  her  own 

*  dominions  lb  large  a  portion  of  her  conqucfts,  and  affeSing  to  have  de- 

<  prived  herfelfy  by  hei  own  ini«rnal  regolat.iop«.,  of  the  power  of  alienating 

*  thefe  valuable  additions  of  territory,  did  not  Icruple  to  demand  from  bi^ 

*  Majefty  theabfolute  and  unconcUtional  fiirrender  of  all  that  the  energy  of 

*  his  people,  and  the  valour  of  his  fleets  and  ftrmies  have  conquered  in  tlie 

*  prcieitt  war,  eitlier  frbm  France,  or  from  her  Atlitr8.--$hc  required  that 

*  the  power  of  Great- Britain  ^loiild  be  confined  witlun  its  former  i*aiits«. 

*  at  the  very  moment  when  her  own  dominion  was'extended  to  a  degrees 

*  almoft  unparalleled  in  hidory.     She  infiAed  that  in  pi;oportion  to  tb# 

*  iptreafe  of  danger,  the  m^ant  of  rdiftance  Ihoold  be  diminifhed  j  ahcf 
'  tliat  bis  Majefty  Ihould  give  up,  without  compenitttion,  and  im6  the 

*  hands  of  his  enemies,  the  Hecettary  defences  of  bis  poHTefCons,  and  the 

*  future  fafeguard  of  h's  empire.     Nor  was  even  this  demand  brought: 

*  forward  as  conftituting  the  terms  of  Heace,'  but  the  price  of  negociatioji,' 

*  as  the  condition  on  which  alone  his  Majefty  was  to  be  allowed  to.Uani 
f  what  further  UfiezplaiBed  demands  were  ftill  referved,    and  to  what 

.   f  greater  (acriiices  theie  unprecedented  concelfions  of  honour  aAd  fafec/ 

*  were  to  lead.' 

This  (^ertainly  ihcwed  that  the  enemy  was  in  the  wrong, 

hut 
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but  not  that  hi$  Mikjefty's  Miriifter  were  in  the  rig^t.  Thci 
Declaration  iltted  alfo  that  the  communicatioii  made  by  ouf 
negociator  was 

*  at  once  an  explicit  and  detatled  propofal  aad  plan  of  Peace»  reduced  into' 

*  the  ihape  «f  a  itgular  Treaty^  jtift  and  modEerate  in  it*  principkt,  tan- 

*  bracing  all  the  interefts  concerned,  and  extending  to  every  fubjeft  con.. 

<  nt&cd  with  the  reAoration  of  public  tranquillity.     The  communication 

*  of  this  paper,  delivered  in  the  verv  firft  conference,  wa^  accompanied 
'  by  rueh  explanation*  as  fully,  ftateci  and  detailed  the  vtmoft  extent  of  his 

*  Majefty'f  viewtt  itnd  at  the  fame  time  gave  ample  room  for  the  examtn«> 

*  ation  of  every  difputed  jjoint,  for  mutual  arrangement  and  conceflion, 
'  and  for  reciprocal  facilities  arliing  out  of  the  progreia  of  fair  difcuffion.* 

This  was  well  enough,  as  far  as  it  went,  but  it  was  de<* 
feAive,  for  th^  papers  to  which  this  referred  ihould  have 
been  ftated  at  full  length  ;  the  more  efpecially  as  his  Majcf- 
ty's  fpcech»  upon  which  their  Lordfliips  were  now  delib^at^ 
ing,  referred  to  that  very  paper.     For  his  Nf  ajefty  faid  i 

«  The  DeclaratioA  which  I  have  cauAd  to  be  piri>lilb«d»  and  nhe  other 

*  papers  which  I  have  dire^ed  to  be  laid  before  yov,  wiJl|  I  am  confident, 
'  abundantly  prove  t6  you,  and  to  the  world,  that  cverr  ftep  haa  been 

*  taken  on  my  part  which  could  tend  to  accelerate  the  conclufion  of  Peace  $ 
«  aad  that  the  long  delay,  and  final  rupture  of  the  Negoclaiion,  are  folely 
'  to  be  afi^ribed  to  the  evafive  conduA,  the  unvkarrantable  pretenfions,  and 

<  the  inordinate  ambiiion  of  thofewith  whom  we  have  to  contend,  and 

*  above  ail,  to  their  inveterate  ahimofity  againft  thefe  kingdoms/* 

No  fuch  papers  appeared  before  their  Lordfliips*  The 
Addr^fs  being  an  anfwer  to  the  Speech,  would  imply,  as  if 
that  pap/er  was  fatisfadory  to  the  Houfe,  whereas  they  had 
not  feen  it«  This  was  a  mode  of  voting  approbation  of  the 
condud  of  Minifters  before  their  Lord&ips  knew  what  that 
condu^l  Mras ;  and  .therefore  he  moved  an  amendment,,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was,  That  after  thanking  his  Majefty 
for  his  gracious  communications,  and  after  the  words  laiJ 
Sefere  us,  be  added,  *<  That  when  their  Lordfliips  were  fatis-i 
fic^  with  the  contents  of  thefe  papers,  no  co-operation  of 
theirs  fliould  be  wanting  to  carry  into  efFed  his  Msnefty's  in 
tentions/'  Whatever  their  Lordfliips  might^think  of  the 
merits  or  demerits  of  Miniflers,  it  was  too  much  to  agree  to 
the  unlimited  confidence  exprefled  in  the  Addrefs,  before  that 
condu£t  was  examined*  The  noble  Puke  concluded  .with 
moving  the  amendment,  as  the  flighteft  poffible  cenfure  on 
Minifters  for  their  negled. 

L6rd  Grenville  faid>  before  the  noble  Duke  talked  of  cen-« 
furing  Minifters^  he  ought  to  be  certain,  that  he  did  ncK  incur 
cenfure  himfelf.  His  motion  was  moft  irregular.  He  had 
no  obje^Uon  to  dUcufs  thto  fubje€t  of  this  motion^  but  was 

*  highly 
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hi^lf  irrepilar  to  difcuTs  it  in  the  prerent  fbnn  and  Oag^  o^ 
the  Dfoccdbig.  There  was  not  the  fmalleft  pledge  in  the 
Addrefs  fuch  as  the  noble  Duke  had  alluded  to.  It  wai  the 
tifual  cuftom  of  Padiament  to  come  to  a  vote  upon  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  as  it$  firft  bufincfs*  and  to  lay  the 
documents  to  which  it  referred  before  the  Houfc  afterwaids. 
The  documents  referred  to  in  the  prefcnt  cafe  he  fliould  have 
the  honour  of  laying  before  nheir  Loidfliips  the  next  day  j 
and  he  would  venture  to  predid  that  their  Lordlhips  would 
be  clearly  fatisfied  that  every  thing  was  done  on  the  part  of 
his  Majefty,  that  had  been  ftated  in  his  Declaration,  and 
alfo  in  the  gracious  Speech  that  day  delivered  from  the 
Throne.  When  the  documents  were  before  the  Houfe,  it 
would  of  courfe  be  competent  to  the  noble  Duke  to  bring 
forward  whatever  objcdion  he  plcafed  againft  his  Majefty's 
Minifters.  • 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  original  AddreTsj  and 

^carried*  .  ,  ' 

ADMIRAL  DUNCAN. 

Earl  Sfencir  faid,  that  were  he  to  follow  the  imp«lfc  of  bfs 
own  feelings,  he  fliould  move  inftantly  the  thanks  of  the 
Houfe  to  Admiral  Lord  Duncan,  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  the  glorious  vidory  obtained  over 
the  enemy  ;  but  as  it  was  more  agreeable  with  the  ufage  of 
Parliament,  would  have  more  weight  and  was  more  confo* 
nant  to  the  dignity-  of  the  fubje£l  to  appoint  a  day  for  its 
difcuflion,  he  therefore  jgave  notice  that  the  next  day^  he 
Oiould  move  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  as  he  had  ftated.  He 
then  moved  that  the  Lords  be  fummoned  for  the  next  day. 
--Ordered.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday^  Nov.  a. 
About  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock.  Sir  Francis  Molfnntx^ 
Gentleman  Uiher  of  the  Black  Rod,  entered,  and,  addreffing 
the  Chair^  laid, 

"  Mr.  Speater, 

^'  The  Kinff  commands  this  honourable  Houfe  to  attend 
biin  immediate^  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords." 

The  Sfeater^  followed  by  a  number  of  Members,  attended 
accordingly ;  and  having  returned,  he  ftated,  that  by  virtue  of 
die  authonty  ^ven  him  by  A&  of  Parliament,  he  had  dire£ted 
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his  warrant  tb  the  Clerk  of  tfife  Crovm  to  iflae  writs  For  the 
el6d!iori  of  MeiAbento  feive  m  Purtaaient  for  the  feUowbg 
pidoet:' 

-  The  Mrdugh  df  Newtort;  tH  the  ccnitit]f' palatine  6f  Lancai^ 
fjtt^  In  the  roBom  of  Thomas  JLeigh,  E{q.  deceafed ;  for  the 
h6rcHi|h  of  LeieeCter,  in  the  room  <^  P.  Aihton  Gunxm,  Efq. 
aeceaMl ; ,  and  for  thb  borough  of  Lcflseard,  oounty  of  Corn* 
ivail)  vn  the  itxxn  of  the  Hon.  James  Elliot  dec^c^. 

Se^nd  new  Members  were  introduced,  and  took  the  oaths 
MkI  their  feats. 

•  The  Bill  for  the  more  efiedual  preventing  of  clandeiline 
Outlawries  wis  read,  prtforma^  the  firft  time. 

*  The  Speaker  dieh  acquainted  the  Houfe*  that  he  had 
teen  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  his  Majefty  had  deli* 
^ered  »  moft  gracious  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  ai 
<x>py  of  which  be*  had  obtained,  and  would  read  to  the  Houfc. 
\For  nMebfie  the  Rtport  cf  what  paffid  in  the  Hemfe  ofLordsJJ 

The  Speech  being  read, 

Mr^  IfilUam  Bo$tle  rofe  to  tnove  the  Addrefs.  He  faid^ 
4ibat  hedidit'With  the  more  (atisfadion,  becaufe  he  flattered 
.bimfelf  that»  though  Gentlemen  might  entertain  fome  dif- 
fi^rence  of  opinion  on  the  conduct:  of  Adminiftration  refpe£k* 
ing  the  original  caufe  and  fubfequent  management  of  the  war, 
yet  there  could'be  but  one  opinion  as  to  'the  neceffity  of  con- 
tinuing it  at  a  time  when  unfortunately  our  enemies  hare  left 
us  no  alternative. 

The  reftoration  of  tranquillity  and  of  uninterni|rted  com^  , 
mercej  are  objeds  of  as  much  importance  to  the  SoTereign  as 
to  the  fubje£b  of  a  commercial  country »  and  we  cannot  "mere- 
fore  doubt  the  pleafore  with  which  nis  Majefty  would  have' 
come  to  Parliamerrt^  and  have  faid,  that  he  had  delayed  mbcr- 
i^ng  them,  from  time  to  time^  under  the  welKfounded  hope  of 
being  able  to  lay  before  them  a  permanent  and  honourable 
Treaty  of  Peace,  as  the  fruits  of  a  negociation  into  which  he 
had  for  a  fecond  time  entered  With  themoft  fehous  and  earned 
kopc  ofbringing about  that 'defirable object;  that  he  had  met 
with  an  enemy  equally  difpOied  to  conciliation,  equaUy  deli* 
lous  to  a6l  up  to  the  loud  profeflions  of  Peace  which  they  had 
made,  and  to*make  thofe  mutual  facriiices  and  compeiifations 
•which  the 'law  and  cuftom  of  negotiation  required  |  or,  at  leSlV, 
to  enter  upi^n  fhat  negotiation  in  fuch  a  manner,  and#ith 
;fttch  a  difpoikiDn,  as  to  make  the  difcuf&oii  of  terms  a  pof-* 
"fible  thing. 

Very  diflerent  is  the  prefent  cafe.  His  Majefty  may,  in^ 
4ted,  tefl  us  with  truth,  that  animatod  with  the  (ic£be  of  con* 

duciag 
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4ucin|r  towards  tbe  quiet  of  £uiopc>  he  had  agaip  flepped  fer^ 
ward  la  a  manner  which  would  have  iati^d  a  rcaiboahlft 
enemy  ;  that  be  bad  even  run  the  riCk.  of  committing  the  di^t 
nicy  of  thefe  kingdoms,  by  the  renewal  of  his  advapccs;  ths(t 
he  had  foogh^  the  opportunity  to  make  facrifices  whi^  th« 
relative  JGicuations  of  the  powers  at  v^  did  not  wai^raofc^  bm 
chat  all  his  of&rs  had  been  received  with  cootei9l)t — his  terms 
sot  lifiened  to  nor  anfwered ;  and,  after  a  lon^  amd  fruitlois 

1  attempt  to  bring  the  enemy  to  negotiation»  his  Ambaf&doi) 

bad  been  difmifiod  with  infult.  To  all  this  he  has  fuhmitted^ 
with  a  view  of  proving  to  his  fubjcds  and  Parliamieiit  the  fia- 
cerity  of  his  wiOaes  for  Peace. 

Mr.  B.  faid,  chat  in  ftating  this»  he  felt  that  he  iM  nqt  ip 
juftice  to  the  cafe  which  the  Government  hy  tq  ft4fe%  nof 

'  de/cribe  ^ith  half  the  indignation,  it  deferveSn  the.  perver(e 

^  conduA  of  the  enemy.    It  Sxs  not  appear  tp  hftve  been  any 

I  quedion  of  terms,  ai\y  refinance  of  aggrandizement  91^  our 
part,  nor  a  wifh  of  it  on  theirs^  but  an  inveterate  and  qoquav 
lificd  refolutioa  to  preclude  all  neffotiation  whatever. 

That  an  enemy  fbould  have  cal&d  foe  Cuch  (acfif^s  on  our 
part,  as  at  no  time  one  country  had  ever  yielded  to  aoother 
as  the  price  of  Peace,  would  at  moft  times  have  been  a  fuffi* 
cjent  reafon  for  a  King  to  come  forward  2n4  thrq^  himfelf 
upon  the  fupport  and  afibdions  of  his  fi^jefits.  Them  may 
poffibly  be  occafion^  when  weightier  CQiifiderations,  fuch  as 
the  immediate  neoeffity  of  Peace,  would  have  madr  fasrifices 
of  this  fort  exculabl^  and  would  juftify  the  (urfcndiKing  much 

«  more  than  the  relative  fituation  of  two  countries  wqulu  Vf^fk/^ 
£iir  or  reafonable,  provided  by  fuch  (aerifiices,  and  (kiqh  fur- 
renders.  Peace  were  indeed  to  be  purchajEbd.  But  that  wiiiqh 
it  would  be  moft  difficult  for  the  Sovereign  of  a  free  people  to 
avow  to  his  fubjedb ;  that  which  would  argue  hira  infenllble 
to  the  duty  which  he  owed  them ;  to  have  abandoned  ^t.once 
their  intereft  and  his  own  dignity^  would  be  the  tellings  them* 
chat  in  yielding  to  every  exorbitant  demand,  in  facrifipipg  all 
that  had  been  acquired  by  their  valour;  m  giving  up  U)eir 
commercial  and  political  interefts,  he  bad  made  all  thefe  facrl- 

..  Ccesinvaiii,  andexhau&ed  the  c(>eansoJfnegoQiatlon  without 
attaining  the  ends  of  peace. — He  trufted  that  a  Britilh  K'mg, 
in  applying  to  a  Britiflx  Parjiament,  h^  not  to  apolc^izQ  for 
having  avoided  unprofitable  cQnce{]lon$,  and  fruiilefs  dugrace* 

That  whatever  conceffiqns  h^  had  made  would  have  heqsi 
iinproiitid>Ie,  that  whatever  dilgnice  he  had  fubiptttcd  to  would 
have  iailed  tp  produce  the  refult  which  is  moft  to  b^  defiicd^*rr 
J^  in  lacrificipg  the  pation's  hoooor  he  W0ifl4  f qu^j  Mp 
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failed  in  (ecuring  its  tranquillity,  no  man\of  the  commoneft 
ilnderflanding  can  dbobt,  who  looks,  not  at  the  Kind's  Speech, 
nor  at  the  Declaration  of  Kis  motives,  in  which  ne  has  fo 
folctmlj  appealed  to  his  fubjefts  and  to  the  world ;  but  wfab 
fias  koked  at  the  condud  of  the  French  government,  arid  who 
lias  bbferved  the  tone  which  they  have  taken.  If  (added  he) 
ike  beftow  a  little  attentiot)  on  their  fuppofed  and  declared 
views,  we  ftiall  fee  that  fincc  the"  revolution  of  laft  September, 
ihe  Executive  Direftory  have  taken  no  pains  to  conceal  their 
•  tn^ntion  of  continuing  hoftilirtes-r-that  the  arbitrary  removal 
lemd  expulfion  of  thofe  who  oppofed  their  meafures,  has  enabled 
tbem  to  take  off  the  malk,  and  to  avow  publicly  that  war  with 
England  is  tlieir  fyftena.— In  order  to  remove  thie  poffibility  of 
doubt  upon  this  fuhjed,  the  revolution  had  no  fooncr  taken 
place,  than  they  took  the  negotiation  out  of  the  hands  to  which 
"  It  had  been  entruftedi  -and  fent  creatures  of  their  owi\  to  Lifle, 
with  pacific  profeffions  in  their  t^outbs,  but  charged  exprefsly 
to  break  off  me  negotiation,  or  at  lead  to  advance  proportions 
which  had  been  before  reje£k^d  by  us  and  abandoned  by  them, 
and  which  they  vffcU  knew  could  never  be  accepted.  It  is 
evident Irom  this  condud  that  their  objefl  was  not  to  treat  more 
^dvantageoully  for  themfelves — that  would  have  been  ex- 
cufable ;  but  to  render  all  treaty  impoflible,  to  retra£l  what- 
ever die  the  former  fituation  of  affaii-s  in  France  had  induced 
them  to  concede ;  to  obliterate  whatever  hopes  of  reconciliation 
had  been  before  entertained ;  and  to  ibew  that  it  was  not  this 
or  that  mode  of  peace,  but  peace  itfelf  that  they  detefted  and 
difckiimed. 

Satisfied  as  he  muft  be,  that  no  line  of  conduft  on  our  pait, 
however  moderate  and  conciliating  (he  might  almoft  had  laid 
humiliating^i^ can  bring  about  the  defired  obje£i,  let  us  not,  faid 
he,  ibew" an  inability  or  want  of  inclination  to  carry  on  the  war ; 
and  to  declare  to  His  Majefty  our  intention  of  fupporting  him  in 
the  n^eafures  which  he  may  think  neceffary,  towards  the  good 
of  this  kingdom  and  the  prefervation  of  its  Conftitution.  Let 
us,  by  a  manly  and  refolute  declaration  of  our  own  fentiments^ 
give  our  energies  to  underfiand,  that  whatever  divifions  may 
TOve  exified  before,  they  have  now  united  all  Englifhmen  in 
one  general  feeling.  They  have  now  taken  from  their  parti- 
ssahs  tfie  poffibility  of  throwing  upon  this  country  the  odium  of 
wifliing  to  continue  the  war,  or  of  impofing  upon  the  meaneft 
tmderftanding  the  pretence  that  the  French  government  ever 
had  the  i^hteft  idea  of  carrying  their  pacific  profeifions  into 
ttEc&. — We  have  to  thank  them  for  having  removed  all  fhadow 
^if  49Qbt  as  to  their  true  mtcqtions  in  regard  totbisQQiantry,-^^- ' 
^  W9 
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we  have  to  thank  them  for  having  united  its  inbabitapts  in  one 
common  caufe.  Let  us  then  not  give  them  any  reafon  to  hope 
Aat  tliat  Acy  may  deftroy  this  their  Carthage,  againft  which 
they  have  fo  repeatedly  doiounced  vengeance. — If  we  want 
any  additional  incitement  to  (land  on  our  defence,  we  jnight 
add  to  the  certainty  of  their  hatred  againft  us,  theconftderation 
of  the  mode  in  which  that  hatred  would  asperate  towards  us. 
We  may  bo  convinced  that  it  would  not  be  to  wreft  from  ut 
-our  foreign  pofleffions,  to  cripple  our  commerce,  or  to  reduce 
our  power — :that  this  alone  would  not  fill  up  the  meafure^ 
their  envy  and  deteftation,  hot  that  their  objed:  would  be  ta 
carry  into  execution  their  iniquitous  and  abiurd  plan  of  revo- 
lutionizing this  country,  and  of  forcing  upon  us  the .  exampk 
of  the  defencelefs  ftates  of  Germany  and  Italy. 

The  choice  is  now  before  us ;— we  may  dilband  our  armies, 
and  our  viftorious  navy,  and  oppofe  no  rcfidance  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  an  invading  and  infoknt  ibc  >— we  may  give  up  to  the 
abfolute  difpofal  of  France  our  lives  and  properties,  and  be 
content  to  rank  ourfelves  in  the  number  of  her  dependants;^- 
we  may  own  our  fabmiflion  to  her  ambitious  projcAs — pro- 
jeStt  incompatible  with  our  exigence  as  a  free  and  independent 
ftate ; — we  may  cxpeft  tq  fee  the  throne,  and  the  cftablifhcd 
bws  of  the  realm,  overturned,  and  trampled' under  foot;  and 
we  may  prepare  the  contributions  which  will  ^  levied  upon  us 
to  defray  the  expences  of  our  own  juin.  All  this  we  mud  be 
prepared  to  fubmit  to,  or  wc  muft  refolve  to  continue  the  war. 

As  it  muft.be  evident  that  the  reiloration  of  peace  cannot  be 
attained  by  any  relaxation  of  efFgrts  on  our  part,  and  as  the 
continuance  ot  the  calamities  of  war  feem  to  be  for  a  time  un- 
avoidable, let  us  confider  the  ilruation  in  which  we  ftand  at 
prefent,  with  refpe£l  to  the  means  of  carrying  it  on.  Every 
thing  rells  upon  our  own  exertions.  We  are  engaged  in  no 
Continental  war,  nor  depend  upon  the  faith  o(  other  powers. 
But  we  fight  upon  our  own  element — on  a  field  of  battle 
where  we  Imve  been  long  ufed  to  conquer,  and  to  confider  our- 
felves witli  reafon,  as  fole  and  exclufive  mafters.  Nor  are  oor 
claims  ill-founded.  We  have  only  to  confult  the  itnnals  of  all 
the  maritime  wars  in  which  we  have  been  engaged ;  we  (hall 
there  find,  that  a  long  and  uniform  habit  of  vidory  has  natural- 
ly given  us  ideas  of  our  own  fuperiority,  which  we  have  had 
no  defeat  to  teach  us  to  forego:  we  (ball  find,  that  Briti(h  failors 
fight  with  a  fpiritarifing  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  this  fuperiority, 
unknown  to,  and  unfelt  by,  other  nations.  Look  only  to  the 
events  of  the  laft  three  years,  and  you  will  find  ample  materiab 
fog  triumph  and  exultation.    W^  have  fwelled  the  lift  of 

prizes 


prizes  to  a  degree  ualKard.  of  in  former  wars.  Wc  have  ruin- 
ed the  comaicrce,  and  crippled  the  navies  of  our  enemies.  W9 
have  kept  poiTcfEon  of  the  fea  againft  three  formtdahle  and 
allied  powers.  We  liave  blocked  up'lheir ports,  while  fuperior 
flcetsiay  oioulderiug  in  ina£^ion  within;  and  when  at  laft  the 
menaces  and  reproaches  of  theu*  indignant  countfytnen  have  ^ 

forced  them  reluftandy  to  battle,  the  refult  has  inv^wiably  beeiji  ' 

what  we  had  expe£ted»  apd  tbe>'  bad  dreaded* 

Tl\e  glorious  vidlories  gained  over  the  French  and^psinifli 
Fleets  hay,e  long  been  the  (ubjeiS  of  public  rejoicing  and  public 
gratitude.  We  have  now  added  to  thefe  triumphs  anothef 
moft  fignal  and  glorious  vidjory — one  of,  perhaps,  more  real 
importance  and  more  incalculable  advantage  than  any  bjf 
whicR  our  arins  have  hitherto  been  fignalized.  We  have 
humbled  the  pride,  tni  baffled  the  hodile  defigru  of  bur  ene- 
mies, and  if  they 'were  mad  enough  to  entertain  a  ferk)us  ^ 
^thought  of  invafion,  we  have  taught  them  the  folly  and  ina*  a 
pra£licability  of  fuch  projects. 

Among  the  innumerable  good  efFeSs  arifing  from  this  vi<£lo* 
ry,  it  lias  tended  to  reftore  the  confidence  of  the  nation  to  a 
quarter  from  which  it  has  been  of  late  withheld.  It  has  (Iiewn 
to  the  world,  that  though  the  fpirit  of  Britiih  feamcn  may  have 
been  for  a  time  direded  to  improper  ob]e£ls,  and  milled  by  the 
artifices  of  defigning  men;  yet,  when  neceflity  requires,  and 
.  their  duty  call  upon  tbem  for  their  exertions,  that  it  will  fall 
with  tenfold  vengeance  on  the  enemies  ef  their  country-^ 

Mr,  Bootle  concluded,  with  moving  an  Addrefi  of  Thanks, 
which  was,  as  ufual,  the  echo  of  his  Majefly's  Speech. 

Mr.  JDrummomi,  of  Logic,  rofe  to  fecond  the  motion  for  the 
Addrefs,  and  obferved,  that  there  had  been  no  period  fince  th^ 
commencment  of  the  war  in  which  the  Houfe  was  called  upon 
for  an  Addrefs  that  fo  demanded  unanimity,  or  was  fo  well 
calculated  to  reconcile  political  differences  and  unite  all  parties ; 
for  when  they  confidered  the  conciliatory  advances  made  by 
our  Executive  Government  on  the  one  band,  and  on  the  other 
the  fxtravajant  demands  of  the  enemy,  they  could  not  hefitatc  • 
to  determine  that  a  continuation  of  the  war  was  inevitable,  and 
that  the  co-<)peration  and  united  ftrength  of  all  parties  was  ne-4  ^ 

ccffary  to  the  falvation  of  the  country.  He  was  truly  forry, 
'  that  he  bad  not  no«r  to  congratulate  the  country  oh  the  cefFa* 
tion  of  the  ftorm  which  had  lb  bng  convulfed  Europe.  The 
evik  of  war  were  fo  dreadful  that  no  man  pofleffing  the  ordi^ 
nary  feelings  of  humariity  could  think  of  them  without  a  pang} 
apd  lie,  for  one,  lamented  them  heartily :  but  there  were  evu$ 
(ifU  greater  than  thofe  of  war,  an^  thoic  evils  weri^  in  Opre  for 


England  if  iOle  did  not  call  fbith  all  her  enet^y  ?^  itiitiance  olF 
B  ferocious  and  implactibte  enemy,  who  had  ^neadivocaiiy  pitK 
ft&d  a  ^etBrmkiatton  to  her  exnndton,  kn9  tinlK>mily  (jpomed 
from  her  every  propofition,  however  reaipnable,  for  peace.  It 
was  impoffible  any  member  of  that  Honle  could  have  bten  fe 

^  inattentive  to  the  progrcfs  of  the  war  as  to  be  ignontnt  of  the 

inveterate  obje^ion  to  pacification  difplayed  by  France,  even 
while  ihe  plaufibly  afield  to  receive  overtures  for  negocia^ 
tion:  ever  fmce  we  profeffcd  the  femblance  of  a  dtfpofition  to 

I  treat,  the  tone  trf  the  enemy  .might  be  obfcrvcd  to  grow  more 

[  high,  and  to  increafe  in  arrogance  in  proportion  to  our  foKci* 

tude  to  conciliate,  from  the  nrft  refufgil  at  Bafle  up  to  the  latt 
difmiilal  of  I-ord  Malmclbut-y  at  Liflc;  u£ng^  even  while 
bleeding  with  a  thoufand  wounds,  the  moft'contumeUous  lan- 
guage :  on  the  other  hand,  when  the  enemy  condefcended  to 

1^  liften  to  propofals  for  accommodation,  the  Houfe  would  fee 

'  ^  from  the  documents  before  them  that  tlie  Minifter  did  deliver 
,a  ptoje(%  the  moft  moderate  that  could  be  conceived*  (he  need, 
not  recite  the. contents,  as  every  member  had  accefs  to  them) 
and  although  we  had  made  coniiderable  oouquefts,  and  the 
enemy  none,  lb  unreafonable  and  extravagant  wer<e  they  ia 
their  demands,  that  they  infiited  we  ihould  give  up  all  our 
pofleffions  belonging  to  -then*  allies,  and  yield  up  all  claim  to  , 
tbofe  of  our  allies,  taken- by  them,  and  all  this  as  only  preli^ 
minary  tonegociation;  leaving  us nothilfigjtpoffer  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  treaty,  making  no  provtifion  for  mutual  conipenfa- 
tion,  as  if  difdaining  to  return  to  the  ordinary^  modes  of  culti* 

^^  vating  national  pfofperity,  (puming  from  tixcok  peace,  and  its 
attendant,  commerce,  and  chufing  rather  to  draw  their  inean^ 
fiorn  the*difhonoiirable  fource,  pluncler.  In  the  fulnefs  of  thia 
fpirit,  when  their  Legiflature  ihewed  a  difpofition  to  promote 
a  general  pacification,  they. had  recourfe  to  llrong  meafure^ 
and  not  only  arreided  their  citizens  and  l^ifktors,  hut  without 
trial,  [HToof,  or  aitowing  tliem  means  of  defence,  condemned 
them  tobaniQiment.  No  fooner  was  tlie  ruling  party  perfedlr 
ly  lecure,  than  commiHioners,  their  own  creatures,  were  feat  ^ 
tp  Lifle,  who  foon  developed  their  intention  by  breaking  oW^ 

T  negociation,  and  making:  fuch  propptitions  as  tliey  knew  it  wai( 

impoffible  for  us  to  accept.  Not  fatiftfied  with  extendir^g  their 
domihiohs '  to  the\e3ftravagant  bounds  they  had  at  the  corh- 
jroencementsof  the  M^ar  affigned  for  the  limits  of  their  erapic^ 
they  fubjedted  Flanders,  organized  Hollan«i.  Venice,  Genoj^ 
and  wanv  Rates  of  Italy  <nd  on  the  Rhine,  tod  pillaged  (Ser- 
manv,  adding  two  new  principalities  to 'their  Repohlxc,  aiid  '^  , 
laft  have  concluded  "with  lieBriDg  *to  be  jKtmtfPStl  totiefltoy 

Efigtaod;  • 
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£figUiMi»  to  unbind  and  tear  the  Iknttls  from  her  brows^  and 
to  fttip  ber  of  her  commerce^  her  confequeoce,  her  noeaosp ' 
and  her  honour.  **  If  ((aid  he)  die  enemy,  ebftinateiy  and 
^*  ioveteratelj  deterauncd  on  refufing  to  grant  us  peace  on  a 
H  hk  footings  and  to  agree  to  mutual  compenfatioa  for  m\k* 
^  tud^wrones,  will  put  us  to  the  neceffity  of  repelling  fortt 
<*  by  fofce*  let  us  in  God's  name  meet  them  with  one  hand 
«<  and  one  hgirt,  and  with  all  the  energy  the  love  of  liberty 
**  and  of  country  can  infpire*' 

Mr.  Brysn  Edwards  then  rofe  and  fpoke  nearly  as  follows : 

Mr*  Speaker,  however  prefumptuous  it  may  appear  in  me, 
a  member  undiilinguiQiedand  liule  known,  1  cannot  refrain 
from  riling  to  deliver  cny  fentiinents  on  this  very  important 
and  momentous  occaiion.  I  hope  that  you  and  the  Houfe ' 
will  accept  it  as  a  fuflicient  apology  for  my  forwardnefc* 
that  I  am  urged  to  deliver  my  opinion  by  motives  which  it 
would  be  crimiiul  for  me  to  refill,  and  which,  if  I  would 
rofift,  I  could  not.  But  if  any  further  apology  be  neceflary 
for  encroaching  on  the  patience  of  the  Houfe,  let  me  plead 
this,  that  the  Kntiments  I  offer  are  thofe  of  an  honeft  un* 
biafled  mind,  uninfluenced  bv  prejudice  or  partiality,  inde- 
pendent of  party,  and  regardleis  of  men  only  as  their  mtk^ 
fures  deferve  regard ;  for,  Sir,  I  am  not  conneded  with  any 
party,  neither  with  Mtniftry  nor  Minority ;  on  the  one  hand> 
owing  nothing  to*Pdwer,  and  on  the  other,  being  averfe  to 
unqualified  ojmofition.  With  thofe  claims  to  your  attoition, 
I  venture  to  rm,  and  even  to  hope  that  my  fentiments,  how 
feebly  foever  they  may  be  expreifed,  will  yet  be  borne 
through  by  the  fupport  of  truth  and  fmcerity. 

Sir,  I  aoi  fure  no  man  more  cordially  aflcnts  than  1  d6 
to  that  part  of  the  Addrefs  which  relates  to  the  late  glorious 
vidory,  obtained  by  our  fleet  under  the  command  of  the 
pliant  Admiral  Loni  Duncan  over  that'of  Holland.  It  was 
indeed  a  proud  day  for  England,  not  only  as  it  added  one  to 
the  many  diflinguifbed  prcK>fs  which  this  war  has  afl^rded  of  . 
the  fuperibrity  of  our  navy,  and  of  the  Ikill  and  valour  of  our 
officers  and  feamen,  but  has  difappointed  th6  guilty  inten- 
'tions  of  thofe  traitors  who  endeavoured  to  promote  mutiny 
in  that  bulwark  of  our  defence,  and  evinced  that  our  wooden 
walls  are  yet  foimd,  and  that  the  great  bulk  of  our  Britifli 
feamen  remain  untainted,  and  are  ftill,  and  will  long,  I 
hope,  remain  capable  to  carry  the  Britifli  flag  triumjphant 
aver  the  face  of  th^  globe. 

Bttt^  Sir,  tboi^h  I  entirely  coinqide  in  thofe  fcntime&ts  of 
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the  hoDOurabb'  Mover,  and  confeqoently  am  willing  to 
agree  to  that  part  of  the  Addrcfs,  I  muft,  in  ftrift  regard  to 
truthy  declare  it  to  be  my  opinion  that,  notwithllanding  that 
brilliant  vidory,  Parliament  never  aifemUed  at  amore  cri^ 
tical,  awful,  and  perilous  period,  than  that  at  which  I  tevd* 
now  the  honour  to  addrefs  you.  Ycs»  Sir,  the  period  miift 
be  perilous,  when,  on  looking  round,  we  fere  fo much  to 
menace,  andTo  little  to  confole  ;  engaged  in  a  ^ar,  expen- 
five  and  bloody  beyond  all  example,  with  an  enemy  who 
feems  determined  to  wage  war  more  for  our  ruin  ^han  her  oWn 
advantage ;  our  people  d.ftraded,  galled  under  the  weight  of 
cxceffive  burthens, divided  among  themfelves,  unanimous  only 
in  dicir  difapprobation  and  diftruft  of  Parliament ;  ourftrongeft 
fupporr,  Ireland,  in  rebellion,  or  only  kept  down  bjr  military 
force.  With  no  better  profpcft  in  our  view,  turn  our  eyes 
M'hich  way  we  will,  how  dreary  and  affliAing  is  the  fcenc  1 
How  feeble  the  confolation  that  a  fingle  vi  Aory  can  fupply  ! 
la  fuch  a  fituation  the  victory  of  Lord  Duncan,  though  fo  fiir 
as  the  operation  of  vi^iory  can  be  felt,  brrlliant  and  decifive,  is^ 
after  all,  but  the  triumph  of  an  hour — a  triumph  dearly  bought 
— a  triumph,  which,  perhaps  may  have  difconcerted  a  hoftile 
expedition,  but  has  certainly  thinned  the  ranks  of  our  gallant 
defenders.  Amidft  thetejoicing  for  fuch  a  difplay  of  our  naval 
fuperiority,  what  fort  of  heart  muft  thi^t  be  which  could  rcflcd 
without  iorrow  upon  the  havoc  of  tliat  day ;  which  could  me* 
ditate  upon  its  advantages  without  feeling  feverely  for  the  men 
diat  fell ;  which  could,  without  regret  and  horror,  read  th^ 
bloody  detail  in  the  Gazette — that  regifter  of  aflaughter*houfe 
—that  mufter  roll  of  death. 

Sir^  I  have  faid  that  this  war  has.been  attended  with  a  wafte 
of  wealth,  and  aT  prodigality  of  blopd,  not  to  be  paralleled  ia 
the  hiftory  of  human  depravity.  This,  Sir,  is  no  vague  or  idle 
affertion,  it  is  borne  up  by  fa£^s,  fa^  too  obvious  to  admit  of 
concealment,  too  ftubborn  to  yield  to  the  feeble  aflaults  of  fo* 
phiftry,  or  to  the  boaftful  attacks  of  declamation.  Two  hun- 
dred millions  of  money  have  been  the  wafte  of  four  years,  and 
two  hundred  thoufand  the  number  of  lives,  left.  And  now. 
Sir,  at  thp  end  of  this  frightful,  irreparable  lofs,  what  does  the 
King's  fpecch  hold  out  to  us  ? — Does  it  hold  out  the  eflfeSuaJ 
relief  of  our  burthens  ?  No !  Does  it  hold  out  the  profpcdl  of 
.reconciliation  and  harnoony  in  Ireland  ?  No  f — Does  it  hold 
out  the  profpedl  of  indemnity  for  the  pafi,  and  fecurity  for  tS^ 
future  f  No! — Does  it  hold  out  peace?  No,  no  fuch  things 
but  the  reverfe ;  it  promifes  us  the  renewal  of  that  wafte  zxjA 
devaftation  we  all  lament,  or  at  leaft  have  caufe  to  lament ;'  it 
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menaces  US  with  more  carnage /aiiil  fl;inghter,  with*new  fcehes 
of  blood,  with  more  tears,  more  fighs,  more,  and  perhaps 
deeper,  gioans  of  widows  and  orphans. — But  probably  fom^ 
gehilemen  \viU  fay,  **  Why  this  mournful  recital  ?  Whatufc* 
<*  ful  end  can  itanfwer  to^draw  this  gloomy,  melancholy  pic- 
•'  tare  i  Have  not  efibrts  been  made  to  obiaina  peace  ?^'     To  ? 

this,  Sir,  I  fhall  only  anfwcr  that  I  am  fore  efforts  futtaWc  to 
the  ocdtfion  have  not  been  -made ;  I  fay  efforts,  founded  in 
finccrity,  and  breathing  the  true  fpirit  of  peace^  have  not  been 
rnadc.  If-wc  recur  to  Lord  Malmefbury's  fiifft  iniffion  to  Paris, 
we  Aall,  without  difficulty  orthepoffibility  of  oontroverfy,  be 
able  to  deckle  that  the  Miilifter  was  riot  fincere.  I  remen>ber. 
Sir,  that  the  firft  day  I  had  the  honour  of  fitting  in  this  Houfe  . 
the  Minifler  declared  it  to  be  his  intention  to  take  every  prafti- 
^able  means  to  procure  for  us  the  blefCngs  of  ^jcace.     I  did  ^ 

then  indeed  believe  he  was  fnicere,  fbr  1  was  then  but  a  new  ?  ! 

inembct";  (bon,  however,  1  had  caufe  to  retraft  my  opinion,  V  ^ 
and  to  condemn  my  own  credulity  ;  fooh  i  itis  convinced  that 
the  Minifter  was  not  fincere.  The  terms  which  the  French 
Vrould'then  have  granted,  and  which  he  refufedrwere  fuch  a$ 
he  would  now  gladly  accept,  and  they  now  decline  tojgivc. 
The  French  would  liave  granted  peace  on  condition  of  hoWittg 
what  they  then  had,  but  the  Minifter  vfaold  be  contented  with 
nothing  fhort  of  the  reftitiitTon  of  Belgium^  and" the  hf09f  of 
Eiigland  tsras  facrificcd  to  the  fntercff  of  the^Empeww.  But, 
Sir,, I  v^^ill,.for  fake  of  the  Argument,  -fuppofe  thai  the  failure 
t>f  that  attempt  was  owing  not  to  thd  unreafonable  denninds  of 
ourMinrflcr,  but  to  the  extravagant  expeftations  irtd  arrt>-  ^jij 
gance  of  the  French,  and  that  Lord  Malmefbury  was,  as  has  ^] 

1)cen  aHerted,  difmiffed  from  Paris  with  difgrace.  ArW-l  will 
'alk  any  tifin  6f  candour  in  the  Houfe,  whether  in  the  long 
otateguesof  mihiftcrial  errors  and  diploniatic  abfurdities  there 
Can  be  found  any  thing  to  equal  that  of  fending  back, 'in  the 
fame  character,  that  vcfy  man  \^ho  was  fotfifgracefully  treat- 
ed, attd  whether' foftnding  him  back  was  not  accumulating 
and  aggravating  the  difgrace  and  contumely  it  brought  on  this 
country.     On  his  Lordfbip*s  going  the  fccorid  time,  it  was  , 

mere  ntatter  of  courfe,  and  naturally  en ftied  as  a  confequence  '*^ 

of  his  going,  covered  with  tl:e  former  difgrace,  that  they  ihoulxl 
treat  hirti  with  contempt.'  This  caniiot  now  be  recalled, '  hiit 
^t'Yufely  ought  to  weigh  with  t'Ke  Hbufe  againft  the  profeffioris 
of  xhc  Minifter,  and  to  be  \aken  as'  forrie  tjualrficatibir  of  thcj 
fttfeirencehc^  wofuld  vvifh  us  to  'draw  frbixi  the  rerurn  of-  Lord 
Waltrrcifbury.  i]  for  my  part,'  am  perfuadcdf 'that it  would  have 
■^een  a  happy  ctrcumfiance  if  that  noble  Lbrd  had  beeti'im- 
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Mwerful  at  the  omfer  to  make  the  o&r  of  reftitutktfl  defiredbjf ' 
rrance. 

1  wifliyou  now.  Sir,  to  etamincthe  dueftioiir  in  aqotber  Wzf$ 
and  to  consider  whether  the  conquefts  wnich  we  have  mades  atlil 
the  reflitution  of  which  conftituces  the  great  {mped'fment  to  pg^^ 
cification.  Whether  thijy,  I  fay,  arc  of  Uifflcient  value  to  juftify 
Ac  incalcnlable  hazard,  and  the  certain  iofs  we.muft  fuftain  by 
a  Cutber  prolecution  of  the  war?  and  here^  liir,  1  hope  I  .may 
be  allowed  to  fpeak  wMi  mdre  confidence  than  before  |  my  in« 
qoiries,  my  private  infoftnatioh,  and  my  local  knowledge  affi>rd* 
tng  me  means  oHudging  denied  to  many  other  gentlemen  of  fu« 
perior  ahittty.  From  this  knowledge  I  am  compctcilt  to  skvef^ 
that  all  the  conquefts  we  have  made  are  not  only  not  wotdi  the 
Ms  and  horrors  of  one  campaign,  but  in  fd£t  not  worth  the  hol4- 
ing.  An  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francis  Bating) »  whofe  inti* 
mate  acquaintance  with  the  BritHb  interefts  in  Uie  Eaft  cannot 
be  called  in  queilion,  did  once  ftate  to  you  that  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope^  inftead  of  being  an  advantage  would  be  a  burthen* 
grievous  in  itfelf  and  unoroduAive  of  any  good  in  return  :  he' 
alfo  did  ftate  to  you,  and  1  am  fare  he  ftated  .no  more  than  the 
ht&9  that  Trincomale,  in  Ceybn,  cannoc  be  ktpt  in  our  po0cf« 
iion  uniefs  we  can  be  maftcrs  of  the  whole  of  thkt  ifland )  an  ac- 
iiuifkion  utterly  hopdeis:  and  that  the  fortifying  of  that  port 
would  coft  more*  after  all,  than  the  Whole  would  be  wortb^fo 
tnodi  for  tlie  Eaft.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  Weft-Indies,  1  do  ven^^ 
turetoafirm,  witbopt  fear  of. contradiSiop,. that  if  it  was  to- 
monow  in  yoar  power  to  take  the  whole  of  the  French  idands,  fo 
far  from  being  produAive  or  advantageous,  they  would  either  be 

('  ;iintenat>ie  or  ruinous  in  the  holding.  There  is  not  a  Gentlemai^ 

[  in  the,  Houfe  who  caanot  readily  comprehend  that  if  he  only 

looks  bock  to  the  oondnd  of  the  French  in  that  quarter,  he  will 
fee  that  no  hope  can  be  entertained  from  them  as  good  fuhjeds. 
Some  of  thofe  iilands  were  cieded  to  us  bv  treaty  in  176:,  and 

'  were  [hirty  years  in  our  pofleflfion  and  under  our  prtytedion,  yet 

at  the  end  of  that  rime  the  French  inhabitants  feixed  the  firft  op- 

^  portunity  to  revolt,  and  what  is  worfe,  inftigated  the  negroes  to 

A  rife  and  ouirdcr  their  mafters  in  obedience  to  their  inftication ; 

1^^  and  urged  by  the  incitements  of  that  monfler,  ViAor  Hugues, 
they  i;()nunit|ed  the  moft  barbarous  maflacres,  and  by  them  the 
Governor  was,  fogettier  with  fcvcral  planters,  led  out  to  a  cruel 
death.  In  facb  circumftances  we  n^'^ght  poflibly  have  a  barren  de- 
populated tenltorv,  but  we  could  have  no  nnQre ;  and  1  think  it 
a  fubjef^'of  moft  (enous  coniideratiofl  for  the  Houfo^  and  of  awful 
eauiion  to  Mtnifters,  to  beware  how  thcy^incur  the  drcadfpl  rc- 

^  r  ijponfibiiity  of  laviftting  human  blood  upqn  fuch  unprofitaMe  con- 

quefts. S'r,  it  is  fighting' and  (acrificiug  the  lives  of  oven  for  air— 
fcr  wortk,  Befides  aH  thofe^,  there  is  atiother^  and  a  vrorfe  etiemy, 
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t?e  have  to.combat*  whof^  (Iroke  oo  huijan  means  can  re&ft  or 
e%^ade,  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  itfelf,  armed  with  plague  am} 
pcftilence  to  fcourge  our  cupidity  and  ajnbition.  And  is  tnisy  Sir, 
'is  St.  Domingo  a  place  to  which  we  may»  without  guilt,  fend 
our  giHant  fellow  fuhjc(Sb  -,  fend  them»  knowing,  a&  we  mijifi, 
[that  it  fs  as  impoflible  ro  make  a  conqueft  of  it  as  it  would  be  to 
fcalc  die  moon  ;  to  make  concjiieft  ofan  iflaud.  Sir,  400  miles  in 
Irngth  and  165  in  breadth,  hlled  with  hoils  of  enemies,  aiui 
guaitfed  againu  us  bypeftilencc  ?  There  was,  indeed,  a  man,  but 
he  is  now,  alas,  no  more,  who,  if  human  courage  and  human  wif* 
'dofn  could  have  accomplilhed  it,  would  have  reduced  that  Ifland 
—I  mean  Monficur  Montalambcrt.  If  there  were  ten  fuch 
Frenchmen  in  tliai  quarter,  there  might  be  fome  hope  of  fecur- 
ing  cur  irtt^tcfts  there,  if  they  were  worth  the  fecuring,  for  wlio 
Would  not  fig1)t'by  the  fide  of  fuch  a  roan.  And  here.  Sir,  it 
"com^s  in  point  to  mention  q  fa6l  of  fome  authority  :  General 
Simcoe,  a  very  able  and  diftinguiihed  officer,  once  fa  id,  that  he 
could  conquer  St.  Domingo  with  7000  men  ;  but  wlicn  thequef- 
'tion  was  pat  to  him,  how,  having  once  gained,  he  could  keep 
it,  the  French  inhabitants  being  hoftile  to  the  government  and 
the  laws,  he  gave  up  the  point.  Sir,  I  Iiave  thought  it  my  du- 
ty to  make  this  ftlitement,  in  order  to  obviate  future  difappoint- 
roents,  and  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  Houfe  and  the  people  at 
large  for  that  which  writ  appear  wlieir  all  conteft  about  thefe  con- 
quf  fts  will  be  over,  viz.  that  they  are  not  of  the  Icaft  value  tD 
Eni^iand. 

Upon  tlie  whoM,  Sir,  when  we  review  the  full  fcopc  of  our 
circumftances,  when  we  confider  the  aftonifliing  Wafte  of  two 
Iwndred  millions  of  money,  and  the  alarming  drain  of  more  than 
t«  o  huiidr^  thpufand  mencf  the  flower  of  England  facrificed  to 
ihis  contcft,  when  we  fee  Ireland  ripe  for  univerfal  revolt,  and 
l;cpt  only  by  the  terrors  of  the  fword.  When  we  fee  ourfelveS) 
{1  mean  the  whole  people). divided  againft  ourfelves,  unanimous 
only  in  complaint  of  grievances  and  taxes,  and,  above  all,  when 
we  fee  the  Peerage  difgraced  by  the  introdudHon  of  men  without 
abilities  or  prailcworthy  fervicesto  entitle  them  tothatdiftindlion, 
It  is  impo&ble  not  to  think  that  there  is  a  combinatbn  of  evils 
hanging  over  our  heads,  ftorn  which  nothjng  can  refcae  us  but 
death. 

Sir,  I  have  thought  fit  thu^  <o  exprefs  myfdf,  having  n» 
JRiotive  hut  an  honeifwifh  that  the  people  Mt  large  may  be  awak* 
ened  to  a  thorough  fenfe  cf  their  perilous  fituation.  The  laft  re* 
Iburce  of  the  vvretchcd  is  the  hppe  that,  when  things  are  at  the 
word  they  will  mend ;  but  even  this  confubuion  feems  to  bd 
denied  to  us — for  the  right  hon.  Gemlemae>  who  has  (0  long  an^ 
wjth  AicH  dijRingUiflied  ability  influenced  the  opinions  of  ihfc- 
ifide  of 'the  Hqukpl  am  foriy  to  perceive  has  setind  from  tl|e 
/*  -  -  contcft* 
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contcit.  SfTy*  if  the  admc  of  that  right  hoh.  Gentleman,  vfbo^ 
tranfcentlont  talents  are  his  fmailelt  praife,  had  been  attende4 
to,  we  QuHiid  not  at  this  day  have  to  mourn  over  the  calatnitiet 
of  out  country.  He  has  retired^  I  fear,  wssarted  and  hopekfs^ 
in  prophetic  ^nd  fitent  atigiiifli ;  and  when  he  defpairs,  when 
tatents,  eloquence,  and  firmnefs  iike  his,  which  once,  in  fpiteoir 
Parliamentary  majorities,  faved  the  kingdom  from  a  ruinous 
war  with  Ruflia,  are  withdrawn  in  the  pfeknt  conjundurc,  what 
remains  for  men  of  inferior  endowmenls,  but  like  him^  to  fe« 
tire  from  the  fccncy  to  mourn  in  fecret  over  thofc  evils  which 
ihey  cannot  prevent,  and  filently  exped  the  certain  diflblution 
ivhich  awaits  this  unhappy  kingdom* 

Mr.  fVtlberfdrce  (iaid,  that  he  was  far  ffom  being  able  to  pre*- 
vail  00  himfclf  to  participate  in  that  poignant  grief  which  the 
Jion.  Gentleman  wlio  fpoke  lad,  had  expretlcd  for  theabfence 
of  a  right  hon.  member  (Mr.  Fox).  If»  indeed  the  prefeoce  of 
that  right  hoh.  Gentleman,  and  the  exertion  of  his  very  able 
and  univerlally  acknowledged  abilities  ^could  have  fucoeeded  ia 
extricating  the  country  from  the  dangers  and  difficulties  in 
which  it  is  involved,  then  the  abfence  of  fuch  a  member^  and 
the  want  of  fuch  enlightened  advice,  mlgkt  be/everely  felt, 
and  fhould  be  bitterly  deplored.  Bat  what  reafon  had  the  hon. 
GcntIema2i'(Mr.  Edwards)  to  (uppofe  that  the  right  hon.  mem- 
ber, whofe  abfence  he  fo  much  lamented,  would  not  attend  in 
his  place  that  night  ?  Might  he  not  verv  likely  walk  in  wbiie 
the  Houfe  was  called  upon  to  account  lor  his  abfence^  and  to 
regret  the  li^ht  that  it  mi^t  derive  from  his  long  experience 
and  tried  abilities  ?  Befides,  to  difcufs  the  reafons  of  his  ab-- 
icooe,  was  a  fubjed  wboiiy  irfelevant  to  tbe  bufmefs  now  be- 
fore the  Houfe,  nor  fliould  it  be  touched  upon,  unlefs  it  was 
brought  diilindly  and  formally  under  difctiflion.  Why  did 
not  the  honouraUe  Geiuleman  favour  the  Houfe  with  ^t  rea- 
Piosjhat  induced  that  right  honourable  Gentleman  t6  with- 
draw himfelf  from  the  dilcharge  of  his  public  duty  ^ .  If  he 
was  acquainted  with  them,  in  his  opinion,  he  ought  to  have 
ftated  them,  and  if  ever  an  oppoit unity  was  offered  of  enquir- 
iiig  into  thofe  reafons,  he  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  fc^r  one,  would  ^ 
deliver  his  opinion  on  them;  though  he  could  not  derive  hi5i 
koowledge  of  them  from  any  other  fource  thaii  that  from' 
which  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  moil  probably  derived 
his,  namely,  a  newfpaper,  the  Morning  Chronicle,  through 
the  medium  of  whieh  the-public  had  been-  informed  that  this 
aighl  hqnoiffable  Gentleman  intended  to  deprive  f'arliament  of 
Ims  prefence^  and  confequ^ntly  of  alHhe  great  aids  which  the 
iloofe  is  faid  tahave  fo  long  and  fo  ubtformly  drawn  from  the 
wifiJooi  of  hiacooocils*.  Bat  hoirever  xie^  and  ilqceic  •  was. 

the 


iht  £irm«r  wMi  which  the'  pttiiaticcQaipsqr  at  llie  ShiriidL 
ffMtt  TvHM  jnigbr  lave  hetfli  itxipiseffed  by  t^smelftnMiiilJr 
iBteUigence,  the.public  iiowever  had  the  good  faHinie  and  cdnl^ 
folmM»  to  be  infoftted'thraugh  the  fame  channel  (th^  Morn- 
ing C^rooide),  that  thia  anntial  dinner  lermiiiatedy  to  fiidi 
dtnnei«  afimliy  do,  in  chearftil  ibngsand  fatriotic  toads.  Bin 
uEas  this  ihe  motnent,  when  the  country,  as  they  paint  ir,  ra 
rednded  to  the  lowed  ebb  of  fnifery  and  diftrefs,  was  Tcich  \ht 
moment  «a  be  chofen  to  indulge  in  gaiety  and  feftivityi  by  way 
of  expreffif )g  that  coneern  and  Tolicitvde  which  they  fe  boaftfoUr 
expreft  for  Ihe  rnffierings  of  their  countiy  ?.  Or  was  their  gtie^ 
their  forrowfi,  and  their  folicitude  of  a  nature  fe  fupeyficia)  and 
unimprdfivey  as  that  the  memory  of  them,  and  the  memofy  of 
the  )kaUon*$  dtfficnlties  and  diftrels,  could  thus  be  drowned  in  ft 
bottle  and  charmed  away  by  a  fong !  This  indeed  would  be  a 
new  and  fomewhat  ftrange  proof  of  the  anxiety  of  their  re<- 
giaikd  for  the  country,  and  the  finccrity  of  their  lorrow  for  Its 
diftrefs!  We  all  know,  and  wc  are  all  willing  to  confefs  that 
the  country  is  in  a  bad  ftate,  and  in  a  critical  cui>dition  ^  but 
is  this  condition  to  be  retrieved,  or  thefe  dangers  to  be  warded 
oflFby  a  dereliAion  of  public  duty  I  Such  an  opiniort  Mr*  WiU 
berforce  would  not  adopt ;  he  was  as  abhorrent  from  it  at  he 
was  dirmclined  to  imitate  the  condu£l  of  thofe  who  held  out 
an  example  fo  unwarrantable*  So  far  from  being  inclined  to 
an  imitation  of  it,  he  wouU  endeavonr  ,to  purfue  a  very  dif«^ 
ferent  tine  of  conduA  ;  he  would  punAually  attend  to  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  public  duty,  and  however  difcouragipg  the  prof- 
pe£l  it  held  out,  he  would. exert  his  beft  abilities  to  perform  it 
with  patience  and  attention ;  and  to  the  adoption  of  this  .coa-% 
dixSt  h(t  was  induced  by  an  inward  fenfe  of  the  propriety  of  per* 
formiri^  iiisduty,.not  by  the  influence  of  perfonal ambition.  Hit 
love  fof  iiis  country,  which  he  trufted  was  real,  diftntere(ted« 
and  iincere,  would  Aiil  prompt  him  to  relieve,  by  every  means 
in  his  ppwer,  the  diiEculties  under  which  it  laboured,  aAJ  refcu^ 
it  frooa  the  niin  with  which  it  is  faid  to  be  threatened. 

'^Nowi.uot  withdanding  all  the  fervour  with  which  he  had  juft 
heard  the  abfence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  the  priva- 
'  turn  of  his  talents  deplored,  he  forone  felt  compeUed  to  fay,  that 
be  did  not  in  ibe  lead  xeeret  them :  he  (carccly  recolleded  aai 
occafian  in  which  bis.  opmioa  and  advice  were  v^prth  accept* 
ing,  except,  perhaps,  4tte  (bis. opinions,  probably,  o«  the  Slave 
Trade);  and  in  Ipite  pf  all  his  pafltonaie  dedaratieas  of  tcAdar  • 
and  anxiput  rfgxid^  the  welfare  and  happinefaof  the  paclicr 
he  coid,  t  nor  be  woj^  to  bciieiie  that  by  aay  one  of  the  opintosf. 
anddevicea-wfai^  tbot  right  hion^ Gentleman  had  for  fome  yeai|jr 
Bail  been  prelfing  ooJ^ie  Houfe,  the  cimditioa  of  the  couaiiy 

would 
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mm\i  now  be  mcnaid,  ottIw  JAgers  that  impend  over  it  feflendf 
or  fcm6vcd.  That  rhcTtghrhon:  Member,  of  whom  *>  much 
iva»fasd^pci£tflfed«b.rlhtespower(bl  snd  tranfcefKientiie<tiever  wai 
iltlpofed  to  <imy«  and  w^hat  he  had  now  advanced  refpc&tng  the 
temiciicy  of  hia  raeaforea  andthe-apiiarciit  motive  of  his  oondaA^ 
«ra  exiotted  frooa  him  by  the  high  and  glowing  language  in 
wkich  they  had  bosa  oaentianed  by  the  Hon;  Gentleman  (Mr.  B. 
Edwards)  who  ff^elaft.^  "     - 

As  ta  the  Addrefs  now  proposed,  in  his'opinioti  it  prefenled 
fych  gfneral  affurances,  as  all  defcrtptions  of  Genttemeit  might 
unreiudantly  confent  to,  confcious,  ai  they  moft  lie*  of  the 
UcGngs  tUey  derive  from  the  Conftitutton,  aM  of  fhe.defire  and 
determination  they  feel  of  tranfmitting  it  untmpaJre4  to  pofterity* 
tic  was  again  ready  to  confefe  that  great  difficulties  prei&d  on 
the  prefent  pofVure  of  public  aiSairs,  and  that  hewa^  fully  feti^ 
€ed  that  Miniftcrs  alfo  were  fincerely  folicitous  for  ihc  reftoration' 
ef  peace  and  tranquillity.  Indeed,  the  only  charge  which  be" 
had  beard  againft  them  was,  that  they  proceeded  in  a  pofture  Cov 
bamirmting,  and  in  too  forward  an  attitude  in  order  to  accom^^ 
plifli  that  dcGrableend.  But  this  forwardnefs  and  this  hamiKa^ 
lion  he  eould  eafily  bring  bimfelf  to  pardon ;  not  fe,  however, 
any  that  could  look  like  a  real  humiliation ;  that  could  only  tend 
to  eAflame  the  rancorous  animofitics  of  the  enemy,  whofe  hoAile 
mind  was  glaringly  apparent^  and  could  oply  enconrage  tliem  to 
vic^  a  conduA  tlwis  fiinmiflive,  as  a  fymptom  of  wcakncfs,  which 
would  naturally  provoke  the  return:  of  hoftiritie!|.  After  what 
we  ha;ve  recently  .experienced  of  their  temper  and  difpofitbn,  we 
ought  to  watch  and  guard  againft  that  hoftile  mind  with  a  more 
oautious  vigilance ;  it  is  it  that  ftimulates  them  to  tinremined  ef* 
AjTts  to  wrcft  from  our  hands  thofe  poflVfiions  which  arc  tfcc  re* 
foureesof  our  tra^e,  and  of  which  inould  he  be  induced  to  fuf« 
ft^nder  ?ny  as  the  price  of  Peace,  he  would  furfehder  them,  not 
to  Holland,  not  to  Spain,  not  to  France,  but  to'his  courftry.  THe 
reftoration  of  Peate  is  the  objefk  tve  ardently  purfue ;  bu^t,  per- 
haps,  too  ardentlyf^  and  not  with,  doe  attention  and  a  fufficientfy' 
OKad  confideratioli  of  the  relative  fituation  of  the  two  coiilhrries* 
Without  having  tiiefe  objeds  Ctriftly  In  view,  we  m^y  gotoo' 
&r,  and  only  frUfll-ate  the  c^cSt  we. are  fo  anitious  to  attain.  Of, 

%  this  we  (hami  wa#n  the  cooAtry,  while  we  declare  ourfetves  wH- 
litig  to  {lerievete  tfther  in  endbivoufrs  to  procure  peace,  even^t 
laoment  Wlien  thd  moft  brillimYt  and  fignal  fuccefs  has  crowned 

-         oor  arms^  or  vig6r6dfly  to  pr(3ftc^fb  the^af,  if  fuch  the  necef- ' 
fity.  to  winch  tm  i^inacy  and  ailfibitibn  of  -the  eitem^  leein  di(^ ' 
peM  to  mtee  us.  Thefe  aitf  the  fefttiinetits  that  ftbuld  be  pi^ 
j^paed  and  dMfibied  tbnni^  the  cMrttry,  (e^ier  viridi  a  coiu»^ 
fmumfBtk  ofthtf refources  andbenclteweftU  bUfjoy.  TKisill6i^4 
^MT  OD^«a,  whether  We  confid^r  icHirfttt^  ka'ti^lJ^ifthM, 
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0r  at 'members  of  the  Conftftution  ;  and.we  (hould  feel  it  be  our 
duty  to  ftand  ^t  oar  poft  to  the  bll,  ami  never  to  quit  the  flsip 
however  it  may  apiiear  bartered  or  endai^ered,  ami  (liriiik  from 
imitating  the  exjample  of  thofe  who,  under  cirumfiances  of  dif* 
9ol(iy  and  dinger,  would  pulLllanimoay  deferl  it. 

Sir  Har4ice  Mann  cordially  coincided  in  all  that  had  fallen  from 
die  bononraMe  Gentleman  who  fpolc  laft,  and  did  not  imagine 
he  could  well  add  any  thing  to  the  fpirited.  reply  that  Mr.  WiU 
l^rfarcehad  made  to  an  &>npurahle  Gentleman  (Mr.  B.  Ed* 
wanfe.)  HciVras  prepared  to  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  tlie  caufe  of 
humanity.  But  wlien  he  attended  to  the  nature  of  the  enemy 
with  wtK)rn  we  had  to  contend,  he  faw  we  had  lio  alternative 
lefti  but  manfully  to  countern<^  and  defeat  the  black  defigns 
which  the  enemy  meditated  againft  this  country.  They  were 
langniiie  in  their  hopes  tim  thofe  deljgns  would  pi;ove  fuccefsful, 
the  ohjeft  of  which  was  no  lefs  than  to  deftroy  our  cooiAaierce,  to. 
re¥Qlutioni7ie  the  coantry>  to  alK>4iih  our  laws,  ai>d  to  nnnihilate 
t^e  Conftitution.  But  in  thefe  black  attempts  thev  would,  he 
traded,  he  baffled  and  confoumled.  He  was  not  difpoTed  to  fol- 
low the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Edwards)  through  the 
whple  of  what  he  advanced ;  be  would,  however,  agree  with  him 
in  lamenting  the  abfenceof  a  right  honourable  Gen Ueman«  whofe 
political  knowledge  and  abilities  he  had  ever  highly  refpedled. 
He  hoped  to  have  feen  him  and  thofe  who  adied  with  him  iu  their 
places^  and  to  have  heard  them  come  clvearfuUy  forward  to  con- 
gratulate the  country  on  tt^  fignal  and  glorious  vit^orywhiirh 
had  recently  crowned  our  naval  arras.  And  efpecially  after  the 
xnfolent  and  contumelious  manner  in  which  the  rulers  of  France 
had  treated  our  Ambaffador ;  after  thev  had  evidently  betrayed  a 
fixed  deiign  to  overturn  our  Conftirution,.and  deprive  us  of  all 
tl^  bIWBtigs  we  enjoyed  ynder  it ;  forf  ly  was  he  difapfioinled  in 
fte'wg  that  right  hon  Gentleiuan  (Mr.  Fox)  join  heart  and  hand 
with  the  Houfc,  and  liartnonife  it  into  unanimity,  and  approve^ 
himfelf  anztousand  ready  to  fupport,  not  Miniflers,  hut  the  coun- 
try* am]  prevent  it  from  being  laid  at  the  feet  of  a  crueU  fangui- 
xiary,  and  unrelenting  pnemy.  He  declared  he  was  adonirhcd  to 
hear  the  hon.  Gentleqa^n  (Mr.  Edwards)  accufeXord  Malmef-% 
bury  of  want  of  fmcerity  in  the  former  and  late  negotiation.  [ Here 
Mr.  B.  Edwards  denied  the  charge,  which  he  intended,  he  Caid^ 
only  for  Minifters.  J  Sir  Horace  faid,  he  preteded  only  to  a  plam 
ittider(bnding«  and  he  thought  the  accuGng  Miniilers  was  nearly 
the  fao^e  with  acci|fing  bis  Lordlhipof  iniincerity.  For  his  pare,  he 
tbousht  them  both  fuicere ;  and  if  gentlemen  would  but  look  at  the 
l%te  £ieclaration,  the  fined  piece  of  compofition  he  had  ever  fcen, 
tbey  ^oi^ld  fopn  be  convinced  both  of  the  (Incerity  of  Mmifters 
apd  of  the  jnfmcerity  and  ambition  of  the  enemv  they  had  tQ 
treat  with,  If  the  cpndy<^  of  the  French  w^  duly  atK|¥)cd^ 
tG|g  it  WtnJld  clearly  appear  bow  averfe  tbe^  were  to  Peace.*— 

Did 
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Did 'they  not  bartifh  the  two  Diredors  who  had  betiuyed  pact-r 
fie  difpofitions  f  While  our  infolent  and  ambitious  foe  perfcr 
veres  in  his  pr^fent  temper,  we  have  no  alternative  left,  but 
manfully  to  perfevere  in  the  conteft.  TKc  evincing  of  a  proud 
i  and  unbroken  fpirit  can  alone  uphold  our  caufe,  and  ultimately 

k  prove  favourable  to  the  attainment  of  peace.    May  jthis  fpinc 

animate  and  guide  U9»  unlefs  we  are  prepared  tamely  to 
furrender  whatever  is  valuiible  and  dear  to  us  as  a  nation. 
The  enemy,  we  have  fccn,  would  accede  to  no  preliminaries, 
*but  fnch  as  could- not  be  looked  at  without  a  blulh.  When, 
therefore,  no  alternative  is  left  us,  oi>ght  not  fuch  a  Atuation 
to  aroufe  the  energies,  and  call  forth  the  unanimity  of  the 
Britifli  heart. 

Sir  Horace  next  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  chara&er  of  the 
new  peers  from  the  afperfions  thrown  on  them  by  Mr.  B.  Ed- 
f  Tvards.  They  were  ftigmatized  hy  that  Honourable  Gentleman 

as  unworthy  of  the  honours  that  had  lately  been  conferred  upon 
them.  But  he  fel^*  fafe  in  making  an  aflertion  in  which  he  was 
fatisfied  a  rcfpedlable  majority  of  the  Houfe  would  concur,. that 
the  gentlemen  fo  contumelioufly  alluded  to,  had  uniformly 
fervcd  their  country  with  ardour  and  fidelity.  That  the  pureil 
and  mod  difintereded  fpirit  guided  their  votes,  and  this  he 
could  exemplify  in  one  of  them,  (Mr.  Pbwys)  a  relation  of 
his,  to  whofc  acknowledged  merit  he  would  jwifs  the  tribute  it 
defervcd,  without  fearing  to  be  accufed  of  any  partiality  being 
dilated  by  that  relationfliip.  As  to  the  Addrefs,  he  perfedUy 
agreed  with  the  honourable  Gentleme*i  by  whom  itliad  been 
moved  and  feconded.  •  * 

Major  EJ/ford  faid  he  could  not  help  expreflSng  His  difappro^ 
bjtion  of  the  cbndudt  of  thofe  Gentkmen  who  endeavoured  to 
mar  and  to  cloud  the  fpfendour  of  the  late  naval  vixSory,  ,by 
unfeaibnafily  enumerating  the  lofs  of  the  brave  men  who  had 
fallen  on  that  glorious  occafion.  It  was  neither  juft  nor  fair, 
and  could  onfy  tend  to  damp  the  fpirit  of  the  country,  ai>d 
embitter  the  joy  which  fo  proud 'a  triumph  muft  havenaturaliy  , 
'rn([3ired. 

Mr.  Nichols  declared  he  Was  heartily  difpofed  to  join  with 
tbofe  who  lamented  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Fox,  however  he  might 
be  cxpofed  to  cenfure  for  exprcffing  foch  a  regret.  He  could 
not  help  recolledling  the  number  of  years  which  that  right 
honourable  Gentleman  had  toiled  in  oppofirrg  a  majority  of 
tilat  Houfe,  which  fiipported  the  continuance  of  the  American^ 
war,  the  termination  of  which  was  principally  to  be  -afcribed 
to  the  unwearied  perfeverance  of  that  accompliftied-  dateiman. 
By  that  war  the  houfe  of  Brunfwick  was  deprived  of  a  lurge 

and 


4S  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  R£P6RTS.      Cohmqks, 

and  valuable  pordon  of  its  dominion,  and  God  forbid!  it  fhould 
now  fuftain  an  additional  privation,  by  continuing  to  hearken 
to  the  finifter  counfels  by  whicti  the  nation  has  for  a  long  time 
been  governed.     What  was  the  recom pence  that  Mr.  Fox's 
indefatigable  exertions   have  fmce  met  with?     Cenfure  and 
obloquy.  Of  this  unmerited  cenfure,  he  inftanced  the  condudl: 
of  Parliament  refpefting  the  India  Bill,  brought  forward  by 
■that  right  honourable  Gentleman  in   1783  ;  though  that  bill 
contained  a  true  (htement  of  the  Company's  affairs,  and  (hew- 
ed tlicm  to  be  four  millions  in  arrears.     Mr.  Nichols  was  pro- 
ceeding to  the  hiftory  of  Mr.  Fox*s  parliamentary  condudt, 
when  he  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  whoobferved  that 
the  whole  Houfe  muft  be  fenfible  that  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man fcemed  entirely  to  lofe  fight  of  the  queftion  under  difcuf* 
fion  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Nichols  apologifed  to  the  Houfe,  and 
then  proceeded  to  ft  ate,  that  if  the  fituation  of  the  country 
was  fuch  as  it  had  been  this  night  defcribed,  nothing  was  left 
us  but  to  purfue  a  helium  internecinum ;  under  fuch  tremendous 
cifcumftances,  we  all  (houid  join  heart  and  hand,  and  rally- 
round  the  country.  It  was  his  fincere  wi(h  to  fupport  Royalty, 
the  Nobility,  and  the  rights  of  the  Commons ;  the  whole  of 
which  he  faw  with  pain,  were  in  extreme  danger.     But  while 
he  faw  it  was  neceflary  thus  to  wage  a  war  pr9  arts  et  focis^ 
he  could  not  ftifie  the  refentment  that  rofe  up  in  his  breaft 
againft  a  Minifter  by  whofe  ill-advifed  raflinefs  it  was  begun, 
and  through  whofe  incapacity  its  conduct  and  progrefs  had  been 
difgraced  by  difafter  and  defeat.    We  were  now  without  allies, 
our  very  exiftence  was  threatened,  and  he  could  not  but  con- 
cur with  an  Hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Edwards),  that  Mmiftjers 
were  not  (incere  in  their  endeavours  at  negotiation,  not  even 
in  their  late  attempt.     What  are  faid  to  be  the  obftacles  that 
defeat  thefe  endeavours  ?    Our  refufal  to  furrender  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  Ceylon,  and  Trincomale.     But  what  ate  our 
reafons  for  wishing  to  retain  them  ?     Is  it  their  value  ^  Surely 
not ;  neither  are  we  forced  in  honour  fo  to  do.  The  fame  rea- 
fons might  equally  be  urged  for  our  retaining  Martinique^ 
Denlerary,  &c.  which  we  would  not  hefitate  to  give  up.  Is  it 
therefore  our  intereft  to  continue  the  war  for  the  fake  of  keep- 
ing the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  Ceylon,  &c,  which  muft  fo 
foon  coft  us  much  more  than  they  are  worth  ?     If , fuch  be  the 
intention,  let  us  look  to  the  ftate  of  our  finances.     From  the 
5th  July,   1796,  to  the  5th  July,  1797,  an  addition  of  two 
million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  appear  in  the  dividendSt 
which  is  a  fum  equal  to  eighty-feven  million  and  a  half  in  the 
3  per  cents,  and  thus  there  will  be  four  million  addition  to  the 

dividends. 
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dividends*  if  the  war  be  contmned  but  for  another  year.  How 
this  6an  be  borne  by  the  landed  dr  any  otiicr  property,  if  was 
rmpoilible  for  him  to  fee.  The  funds  IPlIi^  give  way,  and  the 
middling  chfs  of  the  people  muft  inevirably  be  rmncd,  and  the 
whole  coutrtry  be  opprefled  and  overwhelmed  with  barthens, 
tnd  all  thefe  sccumulated  calamities  be  ri&ed  and  endured^ 
merely  to  fecure  the  poffcffion  of  the  Cafje  of  Good  Hope* 
The  Minifter  is  a  man  of  fcnfc  ;  he  mofl  know  and  feel  tho 
truth  of  what  is  here  advanced.  Bat  the  alarmifts.  who  fup-* 
port  him  are  detennin^d  on  a  bellum  internecinum*  For  his  part, 
he  harboured  no  averfion  againft  the  Minifter  or  his  fricrids. 
But  let  him  and  them  make  peace  :  peace  is  necefiat'y  ;  it  is 
neceffai  y  to  the  falvation  of  the  country. — (much  laughter.} 
Mr.  Nichols  profefled  his  difregard  of  laughter  and  ridicule  ; 
he  was  ferious  and  fincere,  and  the  fubjed  he  touched  oi> 
fhould  not  be'  treated  with  levity.  He  wouki  again  repeat  it, 
\  peace  was  neceflary,  for  without  it  there  was  no  falvation  for 
the  country  ;  it  muft  be  loft  \  nor  can  the  dividends  iii  the 
funds  be  paid  if  the  war  be  protraAed  for  three  years  more ; 
and  indeed  how  could  they  be  paid  ?  Our  ears  were  ftunned 
with  nothing  but  praife  and  rejoicings  for  viflories  that  will* 
avail  us  little.  Our  finances  are  our  .main  objed.  To  thcfd 
we  muft  attend.  Even  (hould  ten  ftiitlings  additional  be  laid 
on  land,  we  (hould  not  be  able  to  continue  the  war  for  three 
years.  The  queftion  was  ferious  and  momentous ;  it  was  not 
one  to  be  carried  by  acclamaifon.  We  owe  it  as  a  duty  to  his 
Majcfty  to  recommend  to  him  a  change  of  his  fervants  ;  they 
hare  been  long  tried,  and  tried  to  no  purpofe.  Unlefs  the 
people  fee  every  thing  done  that  can  poffibly  be  attempted,  they 
will  never  think  of  joining  cordially  in  the  caufe.  Ireland  at 
leaft  cannot  he  expe6tecl  to  join  it.  The  cruel  treatment  which 
ihe  experiences  muft  altogether  alienate  her  aiFediions ;  but  if 
any,  or  every  dcfcription  of  men  are  ready  to  join  and  unite  in 
fapport  of  Royalty,  Nobility,  and  the  Commons,  not  forget- 
ting Epifcopacy,  (for  the  Church  eftiabliftiment  is  neceftarily 
conne£ked  with  our  political  exiftence),  he  was  ready  to  join 
and  unite  with  ihtvcu  But,  again,  they  muft  be  warned  and 
iutreated  to  promote  the  attainment  of  peace ;  upon  which  the 
fate  of  the  nation  fclely  depends.  * 

Sir  fV'  Toung  regretted  that  fucb  language  as  he  had  heard 
that  night,  (hould  ever  have  been  heard  in  a  Britifli  Houfe  of 
Parliament.  The  true  point  had  been  overlooked.  What  was 
the  leading  feature  in  the  late  negotiation  ?  That  we  (hould 
iurrender  all  our  conquefts^  and  then  treat,  perhaps,  for  our 

Vol.  I.  1797.  H  ^  navy ; 
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the  jun^re,  have  rurrendered  more  or  lefs  of  their  a£l)ial  coiKjuefts,  for- 
the  jyurpofe  of  reAorm|r  the  general  twlanct  •£  power*  fbr  the  general  fafe- 
tj..  In  fuch  a  peace,  we  (hojuld  hare  had  f6me  apparent  fecuritr,  though 
(lender  inJeed,  agaiiift  the  ambitioii  and  prineipiea  of  Hepsbiican  France. 
But  our  laft  propofed  facrifices  were  bffeied  merely  to  obtain  peace.  For 
that,  and  for  that  alone,  we  were  pref^ared  to  give  up  polTcflions,  which,  ^ 

under  Che  laws  of  war,  bad  become  our  own,  yt^m  the,  enemy  had  in-  1 

variably  infifted  on  keeping  almoft  every  thing  which  his  arma  had  <on*  ^ 

^ucrod  from  the  other  great  powert  of  Europe.  Every  thing  chat  may  be 
tieoeflary  to  give  rational  fecurity  to  an  enemy,  Chewing  a  true  pacific  difp^ 
iition,  would  be  well  furrendered  without  any  compeniUtion  ;  bur  a  propo- 
fal  to  purchaie  peace,  at  a  valuable  confideratifrn  in  itfelf,  is  a  diftin£l  admrT- 
fion  ix  inferiority,  or  a  proof  of  pnfiUaniroity,  never  honourable,  ind 
tlierefore  never  ti£e  to  a  great  nation,  cfpecially  in  the  face  of  an  enemy 
who  meafures  all  right  by  power  and  audacity ;  and  againft  whom,  it  waa 
admitted  in  debate  by  his  Majefty*s  Minifters,  **  Tint  no  iecurity  could  be 
found  in  peace,  without  uncommon  eaution,  and  an  orcommon  degree  of 
warlike  prq»aration.**  A  treaty  formed  on  i«ch  a  principle  may  be  eoni^ 
plimented'wtth  the  name  of  peace,  but  it  will  be  in  ef£ed,  only  a  lufpenfioii  w 

of  a&ive  hoftility,  without  any  of  the  advantages  of  peace>  wnA  fubje^  to  j 

all  the  expcnce  and  dangers  of  war.  ^ 

4.thly.«— Becaufe  the  whole  condu£^,  as  well  as  dechrations  cf  the  enemy » 
fince  the  opening  of  the  laft  {effion*  had  been  particularly  pointed  againft 
ih&s  country »  fo  as  to  leave  no  rational  erotUKd  of  expeAing  any  event  from 
iie^rotiatlon  but  that  which  has  followed,  of  unanraiUng  humiliation.  The 
original  treaty  of  France  with  America  was  moft  unjuftly  infringed,  and 
avowedly*  bccauie  the  latter  country  would  not  inlift  on  our  granting,  ao^ 
minaily  to  her,  but  really  to  France,  exceptions  ^nd  immunities  derogating 
Drom  the  general  maritime  law  refpefting  neutral  nations,  while  no  ona 
.  WQcd  of  conciliation  was  ever  ufed  towards  «si  our  aUy  the  Empeior  waa 
by  turns  menaced' and  catefled,  to  induce  him  to  liften  to  a  feparatf  Bcaoe% 
.  And  in  the  very  outfet  of  our  late  negociation,  his  Majefty  has  decland,  that 
*'  Modes  were  in6ftod  upon  the  moft  inconfiftem  with  the  enemy^s  owa 
^ondu£t  ia  every  other  inftance.***  What  has  never  jft  been  demanded  by  H; 
that  infolent  Government  from  any  other  great  ftate  of  Europe,  was  exaAed  ^i 

from  us,  that  we  fliould  become  ac6ef|arics  in  violating  all  the  ancient  ufage^ 
invented  and  received  to  guard  the  independence  and  dignity  even  of  the 
weakeft  pawers.  No  tolerably  fecucc  and  honourable  peace  eotdd  have  coma, 
nr  ever  can  come,  from  9  negotiation  commenced  aad  continued  in  that 
fpirit. 

5thly,-^Becaure,  while  his  Majefty  periifted  in  a  difpolition  to  tPtat, 
and  when  he  again  offered  in  his  public  Declaration  to  ratify  the  terms 
before  propofed  bj  him,  the  whole  ground  had  failed  on  which  akme  hsa 
Majefty  had  been  induced,  /on  the  8tb  of  Dwcemher,  1795,  to  declare  for 
thpHrfttime,  a  defire  of  meeting  any  difpufition  which  the  enemy  might 
manifeii  to  negotiate  a  general  Peace  on  juft  and  fuitable  terms v    That  ^ 

ground,  as  it  was  previoufly  explained  to  us  by  his  Majefty's  Speech  on  ' 

the  opening  of  that  Seflionf  and  as  all  his  Majefty^s  Mioifters  con-r 
ftahtly  argued  in  debate,  was  the  eftabliihment  in  France  ^<  of  an  order  of 
things  compatible  with  the  tranquDlity  of  other  countries,  and  affording 
,  a  xeafonable  expedatiop  of  (ecuriCy  and  permanence  in  any  Treaty  which 
might  be  concluded.'*  Such  an  order  of  things  was  benevolently  hoped 
by  his  Majefty  to  have  been  elUblifhed  in  the  Third  New  Conftltution 
made  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  French  Repoblic.  In  the  tmertm,  btitweei^ 
our  two  negotiations  at  Paris  aad  at  {«iAci  the  firft  ele&ion,  not  immedi- 
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atcly  controlled  by  an  armed  fbrcf,  came  on  under  \\At  Conftitntion* 
The  true  Yoice  of  the  majority  of  France  was,  for  the  firft  time  beard,  and 
heard  agaiuft  the  a^ual  Government  of  that  wretched  country.  The  ar« 
mies  were  called  in  10  Aifle  that  voice*  The  principal  leaders  of  the  two 
J^giflative  Councils  were  feized  and  tranfported  witnout  any  form  of  trial 
«— m  new  and  unheard  of  thin^  even  in  the  hiftory  of  their  injuftice :  nearly 
two  thiids  of  France  were  disfranchifed  $  the  prefs  (ilenced  j  the  cleigy 
again  proscribed,  and  the  moft  arbitrary  and  ferocious  mealutes  threatenedt 
a^well  ai  Ibme  abfolutely  taken,  againft  all  that  remains  of  the  Nobility, 
Gentry,  and  Magiftracy  of  the  ancient  Monarchy.  The  power  now  efta* 
«  bliOied  is  notorioufly  the  very  fame  in  chamber,  in  maxims,  and  in  con- 
doA,  as  well  as  for  the  moft  part  exercifed  or  fupporced  by  the  fame  men, 
with  the  Government  which  exifted  at  and  foon  after  the  commencement 
of  the  War,  and  which  was  truly  defciSbed  in  his  Majefty^s  Declaration  of 
.the  a 9th  of  October,  1793,  as  a  «  ftate  of  things  that  could  not  exift  in 
France  without  involving  all  the  furrounding  powers  in  one  common  dan- 
ger,  wiihout  giving  them  the  right,  without  inpofmg  it  upon  them  as  a 
duty,  to  ftop  the  progrefi  of  an  evil  which  exi&d  only  by  the  faccefllve 
Mr  violation  of4ill  law,  and  all  property,  and  which  attacked  the  fundamen- 

I   ^       '       tal  principle^  by  which  mankind  are  united  in  the  bonds  of  civil  fociety/* 
*  It  was  againft  that  Government  **  that  his  Majefty  then  called  upon  the 

people  of  France  to  join  the  ftandard  of  an  Hereditary  Monarchy,  m  order 
lowiile  themfelves  once  more  under  the  empire  of  law,  of  morality,  and 
religion/*  'The  continuance  of  the  lanie  fort  of  j?ovemment,  changing 
never  as  to  its  fundamental  principlea,  though  flunuatin^  perpetually  as 
to  the  perfoos  of  the  ufurpers,  who  occafiooaily  tyrannize  over  the  en- 
flayed  people,  has  con6rmea  me  more  than  ever  in  my  full  aiTent  to  the 
Wifilesn  of  hiB  Majefty*a  Declaration  then  made. 

6thly.— Becaufe,  thoi^h  the  moft  abfolute  and  overruling  necellity 
could  hardly  palliate,  much  left  juttify,  the  facrifices  which  the  late  Ne- 
gotiation would  have  made  of  our  dignity,  honour,  and  independence, 
together  with  our  acquifitlons,  yet  we  have  the  fatisfa£lion  ot  knowing 
how  and  when  his  Majefty^s  Mmifters  advifed  him  in  his  Declaration  to 
I  •*  repeat  hi^  ojFers  of  Peace.    Thty  alfo  know^  that  nothing  in  any  degree 

^  appnachifig  to  Aich  neceflity  exifts.    The  rela:ive  iituaftion  of  this  king- 

dom  with  regard  t;o  France  is  much  improved  llnce  laft  year.  We  h^ve 
)oft  nothing.  We  have  gained  fomething.  The  extenfion  of  the  enemy's 
dominion,  under  the  name  of  protection,  in  the  interior  of  Italy,  gives 
him  little  additional  means  of  immediately  annoying  us.  The  marine  of 
ihodt  Allies,  through  whom  alone  he  hoped  to  aa  againft  us,  has  been 
crippled  by  our  glorious  vi^^ories.  We  ate  fecure  from  htm,  and  he  it. 
left  open  by  the  indifputed  fuperiority  of  our  navy,  to  our  attack,  if  his 
Majefty  (hall  be  advised  to  call  forth  the  fpirit  and  energy  of  his  people, 
«  and  carry  fuccour  and  ailSftance  to  the  majority  of  that  nation  groaning 

'  under  the  tyranny  of  the  ufurpation,  and  manifefting,  on  every  occaiion, 

i^  fentiments  of  difafFedion  and  hoftility  towards  the  eftahlilhment  deceit- 

fully and  cnieUy  impofed  on  them  as  a  mild  and  beneficent  Conftitution. 
This  {;  a  ftate  of  thiagf  not  the  refuit  of  my  fpecolation,  but  derived  from 
the  adiniftion  of  the  ufurpers  themfelves.  It  is  by  them  brought  forwaixi 
in  their  late  declarations  as  their  jqftification,  and  as  the  imperious  and  ir- 
lefiftible  motive  for  violent)^  disfranchifmg  fo  large  a  majority  of  the  na- 
tion of  thofe  rights  and  pnirilms  upon  which,  as  upon  an  unalterable 
bafts,  the  pretended  liberties  of  their  Republic  were  built  and  eftabliftied. 
The  pecuniary  diftrefs  and  embairaflTments  of  the  enemy  have  increafed  ib 
as  Co  have  been  a  pretence  for  ibme  of  the  late  violent  proceedings  in 
ITf  jMKCi  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  enquiries  of  our  Committees  have  long 

fince 
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fince  pmared  the  Houfe  to  anticipate  the  pleafing  aflurance  of  his  Ma- 
|eftjr,  "  That  we  pofiefs  means  and  refourcea  proportionate  to  the  objehv 
wfaicb  are  at  ftakc}  that  onr  revenue  hat  continued  highly  produ^^ive, 
•ur  naiionaJ  indnt^ry  h^  been  extecded,  and  oar  commerce  has  furpafledl 
ka  fofincr  limits.** 


Note.— ^f  paragraph  in  the  JdJrcfs,  tvhicb  nvas  propofid  by  Lord 
Fitzwilliam's  Amendmsut  to  be  left  out,  ivas  not' in  the  Ad^refs  of  the  Hottfi 
0f  Commons. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDl 


FRIDAY,   NOV.  3. 

Their  Lordftips  met  at  one  o'clock  that  day,  when  the  firft 
proceeding  that  took  place,  was  to  introduce,  with  die  ufual 
formalities,  the  following   . 

NEW   PEERS* 

Lord  Cgrringion  (Lord  Carriniton  dl  the  kingdom  of  Ire* 
land),  between  Lords  BoringdM  and  Er^brooke^ 

Lord  Glaftonbury  (late  the  Right  Hon.  James  Grenville)^ 
between  Lords  Gnnvillc  and  Braybrooke, 

Lord  Bolton  (late  the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Ordc  Powlett,) 
between  Lords  Waljingham  and  Brmylrrooke, 

Lord  ffodehoufe  (late  Sir  John  Wodehoufe,  Bart)  between 
Lords  Bofion  and  fValfingham, 

Lord  Ngrthwick  (late  Sir  John  Rufliout,  Bart)  between 
Lords  Bojlon  and  Gwjdir^ 

,  l^he  Duke  of  Norfolk  a£^ed  as  Earl  Marihal  on  die  abore 
imrodadlions. 

The  Duke  of  Buceleu^h  took  the  oaths  and  his  feat. 

The  Marquis  of  Satijbury  ftated,  that  his  Majefty  had  been 
pleafed  to  appoint  the  hour  of  two  o'clock  that  day  to  rece'iva 
their  Lordfiiips  Addrefs. 

ADMIRAX.    LORD    DUNCAN, 

Earl  Spencer  rofe,  purfuant  to  his  notice  of  the  preceding 
night,  to  fulfil  his  duty  in  bringing  forward  a  motion,  refpei^- 
ing  the  propriety  of  which  there  could  not  exift  two  opinions, 
not  only  in  that  Houfe  but  in  the  country  at  large,  h  was 
to  move  for  the  honour  of  their  Lordfliips  thanks  to  a  noble 
Admiral,  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan,  for  his  mofl  able,  gallant, 
and  meritorious  conduft  on  the  occafion  of  the  fignal  and  de« 
cifive  vldory  obtained  by  the  fleet  under  his  Lordihip's  com- 
mand, over  that  of  the  Dutch,  on  the  nth  of  Odobcr  laft. 
Refpe^ing  this  great  event,  it  was  unnecefiary  ths^t  he  (hovilj 

take 
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take  up  their  Lordfliips  time  in  expatiating ;  the  brilliant  and 
fplendtd  circumftances  that  attended  it  were  fuch  as  fpoke  moOi 
forcibly  for  themfelvcs :  no  eloquence  could  enhance  its  value* 
no  panegyric  iricreafe  its  inaportance.  Some  particular  circum- 
ftances, however,  he  could  not  avoid  mentioning:  the  un- 

iJ^  common  fkill  and  bravery  difplayed  on  the  occaQon  by  the  no- 

^'  ble  Admiral,  the  zeal  and  alacrity  v?ith  which  he  feized  the 

tranfient  opportunity  of  attacking  the  enemy,  the  peculiar 
{ituatk>n  of  the  contending  fleets  on  the  verge  of  the  cnemy^s 
coaft,  the  compleatnefs  of  the-viftory,  the  proportion  of  (hips 
captured,  and  the  falutary  and  decifive  confequences  which  it 

'  involved.    All  theic  were  circumftances  which  pointed  out  the 

atchievement  of  Lord  Duncan  as  incomparable ;  and  this  great 
and  fignal  (Iroke,  being  preceded  by  a  long  feries  of  arduous 
and  painful  watchings  of  the  enemy's  motions,  certainly  en- 

w  hanced  the  merit,  and  redounded  to  the  immortal  honour  of 

[  the  noUe  Admiral. 

His  Lbrdfhip  then  moved,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Houfe  be 
given  to  Admiral  Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  for  his  very  able  and 

I  gallant  condudl  in  the  occa&on  of  the  brilliant  and  decifive  vic- 

tory over  the  Dutch  fleet,  on  tlic  i  ith  of  06lober  lafl:,  &c. 

The  latter  part  of  'the  Vote  of  Thanks  went  to  allude  ge- 
nerally to  the  fituatk}n  of  circumftances  of  the  British  fleet 
under  Lord  Duncan's  command  at  the  time  of  the  a&ion,  and 
alfo  to  the  long  fervices  performed  by  it  previous  to  that  period, 
all  which  the  Earl  conceived  as  increafing  the  ulat  of  th^ 
vi<3ory. 

Lord  Vifcount  Hood,  in  feconding  -the  motion,  paid  fome 
profeffional  compliments  to  the  noble  Admiral.  He  ftated  one 
or  two  points  in  which  great  flcill  and  adtivity  were  difplayed. 
As  to  Lord  Duncan's  general  merit  on  the  occafion,  no  pane- 

gric  of  his  could  illuftrate  it.  After  what  had  been  fo  ably 
ted  by  the  noble  Earl  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  he 
thought  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men. under  the  Roble 
Admiral's  command  on  that  memorable  day,  was  deferving  of 
the  higheft  applaufe.  ^ 

The  Duh  of  Clarence  obferved,  that  he  (hould  not  take  up 
the  time  of  their  Lordfhips  on  the  prefent  occafion,  when  they  • 
were  juft  about  to  fulfil  an  important  duty ;  indeed,  did  time 
allow,  it  would  be  unnec^ffary  that  he  fhould  deliver  his  fenti- 
ments— they  exa£lly  coincided  ^ith  thofe  exprefled  by  the 
noble  Earl — What  fell  from  him  perfeSly  coincided  with  his 
own  ideas  of  the  afiair ;  he  (hould  not  then  have  rifen,  were  It 
not  that  a  profeffional  peer  had  thought  it  neceflary  to  fay  a 
few  words;  he  alfo  as  a  profeffional  man,  was  happy  to  expre& 

his 
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his  entire  apprcrlwtion  of  the  conduA,  bravery^  and  flciH  difplay'-" 
.  ed  by  the  noble  Admiral,  by  the  fignal  and  glorious  event  in 
qucftion. 

The  motion  was  then  put,  end  the  thai»ks  of  the  Hoofe  wttt 
¥Oted  to  Lord  Duncan,  who  eontributed  to  the  fuceefs  on  the 
X  l.th  ult.  nem.  diss. 

Earl  Spenter  faid  he  need  not  preface  his  motion  for  the 
thanks  of  their  Lordfliips  toVice  Admiral  Sir  Ricliard  Onflow, 
Bjrt,  and'tothc  other  Officers  ailing  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Duncan,  with  obfervations  on  their  very  meritorious  tron* 
duft,  which  was  well  known. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  nemine  difjentlente,  ' 

Tlieir  Lordibips  thanks  were  then  voted  k>  the  feamen  and 
marines  on  board  the  fleet,  for  their  very  deferving  condi}(S  bn 
the  above  occafion;  and  die  Lord  Chancellor  was  ordered  to 
communrcate  their  Lordihips  feveral  votes  of  Tlianks  to  the 
above  perfons  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  to  requeft,  that  the 
cfficei:$  dd  communicate  their  Loidftiips  tfiaoks  to  the  Teamen 
and  marines  on  board  their  refpe<9;1ve  (hips. 

Earl  Spencer  added,  that  as  he  underftood,  from  private  coni- 
munication,  that  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  intended  to  be  intrr«> 
duced  into  the  Houfc  on  Wcdnefday  next,  it  had  beert  faggell- 
edtohim  by  a  noble  Lord,  (the  Duke  of  Clarence)  tliat  it  wouM 
be  a  mark  of  rcfpeft  to  the  noble  Admiral  to  have  the  Lords 
fommoned  to  attend  his  reception,  and  therefore,  he  Would 
move  that  their  Lordihips  be  fummoned  iox  Wednefday. 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  aflwd,  if  it  would  not  be  right  td  enter 
on  what  account  the  Lords  were  fummoned,  by  way  of  greater 
compliment  to  Lord  Duncan. 

His  crace  was  told,  that  it  was  not  regular  to  do  fo. 

He  then  moved.  That  the  Hoofe  be  fummoned  for  Wed- 
ncfday ;' which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Their  Lordfliips  then  adjourned  until  four  o'clock  ;  and  irt 
the  interval,  they  proceeded  to  St.  James's,  and  prefented  the 
following  Addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  his  Majcfty's  moft  gracious 
Spceeli  from  the  thtone. 

MOST  CHACJOVS  SOVEaBICN, 

'  ««>We,  yoorMajefty'a  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fubjeda  the  Lord*  Spiritual 
and  Tcmporaly  in  pai^lianvfot  aflinnblcd^  beg  leave  leave  to  return  your 
Majeily  our  bumble  thanks  for  your  Majcily^s  moft  gracious  Speech  firom 
the  throne}  and  to  exprefs  to  your  IJajefty  \\u  juft  t'enfc  which  we  enter« 
tain  of  your  Majcfty's  paternal  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  your  fiibje^s,  ma* 
irifcfted  in  the  cameft  defue  exprdSed  by  your  Majefty  for  the  reftorati^  oC 
|>cace  on  fecure  and  honourable  terms. 

**  We  return  your  Majcfty  our  hiimhle  thanks  for  the  communications 

^  which  you  have  dircfted  to  be  laid  "before  us ;  and  we  aflure  your  Majefty 

that  wc  (hall  proceed,  without  delay,  to  tlie  confiderstion  of  thofe  meafures 

v(hicl» 
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which  the  circumilances  of  the  {yrefent  criiu  reqaire  |  sod  that,  while  we 
anticipate  with  your  hAajeft)'  in  the  concern  which  yoifr  Majefty  feels  at  the 
tmilniT  of  your  eameft  endeavours  to  pricurr  fbr  your  people  roe  blcflinjrt 
of  peace»  we  are  ftSUy  confident,  from  th©  uniform'  tenor  of  your  Majtfty^ 
cotadal^>  tb&t  every  ftep  has  bieeB'takeo  by  your  Majefly  which  covhl'tend 
to  accelerate  tbatobje^^  j  aod  that  it  it  to  the  unwanantnble  pretenfions  ^Hd 
inordinate  ambition  of  the  enemy,  and,  above  a\1,  to  their  ioyetcrate  animo- 
lity  againft  the(e  kini^doms,  that  the  long  delay  and  final  mpture  of  the  ne* 
gOtiarion  are  to  be  alcribed.  ' 

**  We  entreat  your  Majefty  to  believe  that,  miorefled  as  we  are  with  the 
nccel&ty  and  the  magnitnde  of  the  conteft  io  which  we  are  engaged,  as  well 
asofth^  valnepf  tl^  inttrefts  which  we  have  at  ftake,  no  exertions  will  he 
wanting  on  our  part  to  enable  your  Majffty  to  profecute  the  war  with  vi- 
gour, until  a  more  jult  and  pacific  (pirit  ftrall  prevail  on  the  part  of  the  ene- 
my; and  to  employ,  in  the  d<rfence  of  every  thing  that  is  dcared  to  us,  thofe 
means  and  rtluuices  which  Ifhe  preient  fituation  of  our  country  holdtottt. 

*<  We  affure  your  Majefiy  that  we  reflect  with  peculiar  latiifa^ioa  Q^ 
the  public  fpirit  which  has  been  dlfpUyrd  by  your  M^jefty^s  fubje6^s.  and 
on  the  conduft  by  which  your  Majefty's  troops,  of  every  defcriptidn,  have 
acquiT-ed  frefli  claims  to  our  efieem  and  admiration.  ' 

**  We  are  particularly  defiroys  of  embracing  the  earlieft  opportunity  to 
offer  to  your  Majefty  our  warm  and  heartfelt  congratulations  on  that  fignal 
mnd  decifive  vi^ory  which  has  crowiied  the  ierief  of  %lendid  fuccefles  ob** 
tained  by  your  Majcfty's  fleets  over  all  our  different  enemies  in  the  courie  of 
the  i^fent  war ;  a  victory  no  lefs  important  in  ies  confequencesj  than  glori- 
00s  in  the  circumftances  by  which  it  is  diftingulfhed. 

**  We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  the  oianner  in  which  your  Majejly  is  pleaiedio 
expreft  your  gracious  acceptance  of  our  beflt  endeavours  to  teftify  by  our 
conduct  our  anxious  regard  for  the  interefts  of  our  country,  affd  our  invaria- 
bJe  attachment  to  your  Majefty^s  perfon  and  government. 

**  Senfible  of  the  blefHn^s  ^hicff,  uilder  your  Majefty*s  paternal  ctrtf  ar6 
<lerived  to  ns  from  our  civil  and  religious  efh|h1iflinients,  ani  trhich  di% 
tinguifh  us  from  among  all  the  nations  of  Earopej  and  perfuaded  that  thefe 
btefliflgs  can  only  be  preferved  by  inculcating  and  enforcing  a  due  reverence 
and  obedience  to  the  raws,  and  by  repreifing  with  promptitdde  every  attedipt 
to  diftnrbour  internal  tranquility,— -it  Ihall  be  the  firff  ohjeA  of  our  atten- 
tion to  contribute,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  to  the  maintenance  of  that 
happy  conflitution  which  we  inherit  from  our  anceftors,  and  o«t  which  the 
iecurity  and  happlnefs  of  every  clafs  of  your  Majefiy'i  fvbjcSy  eflentiallj 
depeoJ.'' 

TO    WHl^K   HIS    MAJBSTY   WAS    PLEADED   TQ  MAKE   TAB    FOLLOW- 
ING   MOST    GRACIOUS    ANSWER.. 
"  Mr   LORDS, 

**  I  thank  you  for  this  loyal,  dutiful,  and  afBe^ionate  AddreA . 

•«  In  a  crjl»s  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  fccurity  and  hapoinefsof  rverf 
cUfs  of  my  f'»hj*e6ls,'it  is  a  great  fatisra6\on  to  me  to  know  tnat  you  oner- 
tain  a  juft  fenfcof  ih*?  uatuie,  magnitude  and  necefiiiy  bf  the  cont^ft  *in 
which  we  are  engaged ;  and  that  I  may  rely  with  confidence  on  yoitr  fup- 
port  in  my  fixed  a&S  unalterable  determination  to  Maintain  to  the  utmoft 
the  hwt,  liberties,  t^d  religion  of  my  peoplei  and  the  dignity»  honoutV  and 
independence  of  my  kinftdoin.** 
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State  Papers. 

When  their  Lordfliips  had  returned  from  St.  James's,  Pray- 
ers were  read;  after  which. 

Lord  GnnviUe  ftated,'that  he  bad  it  }n  command  from  hb 
Majefty  to  lay  before  their  Lordlhips  a  copy  of  hi3  royal  De- 
claration I  and  alfo  a  variety  of  papers  relative  to  the  negotia*  ^ 
tion  with  France.  ^ 

Hia  Lordihip  thtn  prefented  the  papers,  and  after  their  titles 
had  been  read  by  the  clerk,  moved  that  they  be  printed  for  the 
ufc  of  their  Lordihips,  and  taken  into  confidcration  on  Wed- 
nefday  next ;  and  that  the  Houfe  l^  fummoned  on  that  day 
—Ordered  accordingly. 

Several  arrangeraents  were  made  relative  to  private  hufinefs. 
—The  hearing  of  die  Appeal,  Fullerton  y.  Sir  Hugh  Dalrym- 
pie,  was  fixed  for  the  5th  of  December. — The  hon.  Henry 
Erfkine,  of  the  Scots  Bar,  is  retained  on  this  occafion.  •^ 

Adjourned  till  Wednefday  next. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

FitlDAY,   Nov.    3, 

The  four  grand  Committees  of  Religion,  Courts  of  Juftice, 
Courts  of  Grievances,  and  Courts  of  Equity,  were  appointed. 

The  ftanding  orders  were  then  voted,  as  is  ufual  at  the  com- 
mencement of  every  Sei&on. 

\  Mr.  Hohhoufe  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  the  net  produce  of  the  taxes  ending  on  the  loth  of 
Oft,  1797,  diftinguiflitng  each  quarter,  and  diftitiguifhing  alfo 
the  taxes  laid  on  in  the  years  1793,  1794,  1795*  17969  and 
1797. — Agreed  to. 

Mr;  Hohhoufe  then  moved,  than  an  account  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe,  of  the  income  and  charges  on  the  Confolidated  Fund^ 
ending  loth  Oftober,  1797. 

Mr.  ff'tlhraham  Boit/r  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Com« 
mittee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  Ma* 
jefty's  Speech. — ^Thc  Addrefs  was  then  read  a  firft  and  fecond 
time,  and  agreed  to. 

When  the  Speaker  faid  that  the  qu'eftion  wa&  carried,  if^in. 
con,  fome  members  faid,  •*  No." 

*'  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  from  the  unanimi- 
ty that  prevailed  the  preceding  night  he  hoped  that  nooppofition 
would  be  made  to  the  Addrefs  of  Thanks,  which,  as  ufual,  was 
couched  in  general  terms.     The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Ordered  that  the  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  IVlajefty,  and 
Aat  fuch  members  as  are  of  his  Majefty's  Privy  Council  do 
wait  upon  his  Majefty,  to  known  when  he  will  be  pleafed  to 

receive 
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receive  the  fame. — His  Majefty's  Speech  was  ordered  to  be 
taken  into  coniideration  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  he  rofc  to  give  a  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man notice  of  a  motion' which  he  intended  to  make.  Upon  a 
former  occafion,  when  it  wasftated,  that  that  right  honourable 
Gentleman,  (Mr.  Dundas)>  ought  to  vacate  his  feat,  in  coofe- 
quence  of  being  appointed  third  Secretary  of  State;  it  was  fatd 
in  anfwcr,  that  the  Duke  of  Portland  held  that  office.  It, 
however,  now  appeared,  from  the  report  of  the  Secret  Com- 
niittee,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  held  tlie  office  of 
third  Secretary  of  State  himfeJf.  He  felt  himfeif  bound  in  can- 
dour to  give  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  notice  of  his  in- 
tended motion,  before  he  had  done  any  legifiative  a£t;  he 
therefore  defired  to  give  notice,  that  on  Monday  next  be  iliould 
fubmit  a  motion  upon 'this  fubje£t  to  the  Houie. 

Mr.  Secretary  I>»ff^tf J  faid,  he  was  commanded  to  lay  before 
the  Houfe  the  I}ecIaration9  and  the  papers  referred  to  in  his 
MajeAy's  moft  gracious  Speech  from  Throne. 

The  papers  where  then  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  to  be  taken  into  conQderation  this  day  fe'nnight. 

ADMIRAL    LORD    DUNCAN's    VICTORY. 

Mr.  Dundas  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Admiral 
Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  for  his  able  and  gallant  conduct  on  the 
iith  of  Odober,  on  which  day  he  obtained  a  glorious  and  de* 
cifive  viftory  over  the  Dutcli  fleet,  as  well  as  for  the  great  zeal, 
courage,  and  perfeverance  which  he  manifefted  while  he  com- 
nanded  the  fleet  in  the  north  feas. 

The  motion  was  feconded  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^ 
and  agreed  to  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  moved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  be 
given  to  Vice  Admiral  Sir  Richard  Onflow,  and  to  the  feveral 
captains  in  the  fleet  under  the  command  ofAdmiralLord  Vifcount 
Duncan,  on  the  nth  0£fcobcr,  who  by  their  brave  and  gallant 
G0t)du6l,  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  that  day ;  and  that  Ad- 
miral Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  do  communicate  the  fame.—* 
Agreed  to  nem,  cen, 

Mr.  Dundas  then  moved.  That  the  Houfe  does  highly  ap-  " 
prove  of,  and  acknowledge  the  good  conduft  and  bravery  of 
the  fearoen  and  marines  in  the  feveral  fhips;  and  that  Admiral 
Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  do  communicate  the  fame. — lAgreed 
to  11^91.  con* 

Mr-  Dundas  then  moved,  that  the  Speaker  do  communicate 
Ac  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  and  Vice 
Admiral  Onflow,  as  ufoal. — Agreed  to* 

Mr. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Satprday,  Nov.  4. 

At  three  o'clock  the  Speaker  was  enabled  to  take  thq 
chair,  there  being  then  40  members  prefent. 

Lord  Charles  ^omerfet  reported  at  the  bar,  that  his  Majefty 
having  been  waited,  upon  to  learn  when  he  would  be  pleafed 
io  receive  the  Addrefs  of  the  Houfe,  had  appointed  that  day 
at  three  o'clock. 

Alfo  that  his  M^jefty  had  been  waited  upon  with  the  Ad- 
drefs of  the  Houfe  praying  that  lie  would  be  gracioufly  pleafr 
^d  to  give  direSions  that  a  monument  be  ereflcd  to  the  me-- 
mory  of  the  late  Captain  Burgefs,  when  his  Majefty  wa$ 
pl^^fed  to  declare  that  he  would  give  dirediions  accordingly- 
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^r.  Dunda$  faid,  that  while  the  Houfe*  wer9  employed  in 
doing  .juftice  to  the  bravery  of  thofe  by  "whom  the  late  vi^^r 
iRT^  obtained,  \\t  felt  himfetf  bouod  Ioiqi)1)  to  their  recoUe£tion 
the  death  of  that  gal^nt  officer,  C^^taifi'J^uijgefs.  He  bad  no 
perfonal  acquaintance  with  him  $  but  he  was  well  acquainted  m 

with  his  chara£ler,  and  to  this  he  could  fpeak  upon  the  author  j| 

rity  of  the  gallant  Admiral  under  whofe  comcnand  he  fought, 
and  who  from  private  and  public  motives,  confidered  his  dea|h 
as  a  mod  heavy  lofs  to  his  country.  He  had  given  the  ftrongeft 
pledges  from  his  paft  of  his  future  fervices;  and,  from  his 
jpcriod  of  life,  there  was  every  reafon  tocxpeft  that  he  would 
have  arriv^d-to  that  hi|>h  command  in  the  fervice,  that  wpuld 
h;ive  enabled'  him  ftill  more  to  diftinguHh  himfelf.  Under 
thefc  circumftances  he  was  fure  the  Houfe  would  think,  that 
while  they  were  doing  juftice  to  the  living,  they  (hould  alfo  do  ^ 

jadice  to  the  memory  of  the  dead.  In  order  to  prove  their 
fcnfe  of  the  fervices  of  that  gallant  officer^  he  moved  that  they  ^^ 

fhould  addrefs  his  Majefty,  praying  that  bi&  Majefty  would  be 
pleafed  to  give  directions  for  ere&ing  a  monument  in  the  ca- 
thedral of  St.  Paul's,  London^  to  the  memory  of  Captain 
Richard  RundeJ  JB.urgefs  who  fell  ontlie  i  ith  of  O<aohcr,  in  tba  "* 
viSory  obtained  by  Admiral  Lord  Vifcouht  Duncan,  over  the 
Dutch  fleet,  and  that  the  Houfe  would  make  good  the  expence ' 
attending  the  (ame. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  feconded  the  motion. 

Agreed  to  nem,  con, 

Mr.  Dundas  moved,  that  the  Addrefs  be  pfefented  by  fuch 
momhcrs  of  that  Houfe  as.  are  of  his  Majefty 's  privy  council.  ^j 

Agreed  to. 

Adjourned  till  next  day. 
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The  ofdcr  of  the  day  Was  then  read  Fcfr  facing  intb  con- 
fidtefatiofi  his  Mljefty^s  fpeech — ^That  part  of  it  Which  re^ 
Utes  to  a  fupplj  ^^lAg  T^it^ph/drmdf  tVt  Houfe  pafled  a  rt* 
folulSon,  "  Thilt  a^ Supply  be  granted  to  Ms  Majefty." 
-  Agreed  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  Supply  on  Monday.— 
Adjourned. 

The  Speaker  and  fcveral  members  theft  went  in  proccffion 
itith  the  addrefs  to  the  King. 


Monday,  Nsv,  6. 

The  Speaker  acqnainted  the  Houfe  that  he  had  watted  oH 
the  King  with  their  unanimocisaddrers  on  hie  Majefty*s  mo(l 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  Throne,  to  which  his  M ajefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  a  mod  gracious  anfwer. 

The  Speaker  alfo  informed  the  Hon fe  that  he  had  tfanf- 
mitted  to  Admiral  Lord  Duncan  the  onanitnous  vote  of 
^nks  of  thaK  Honlb,  for  his  Ikte  glorious  vidory  over  the 
Dutch  fleet,  to  which  the  noble  admiral  had  returned  an  an* 
fwef ,  expreffii^  the  high  fenfe  of  that  honour,  and  the  fktis-' 
fadiori  it  aSbrded  him  that  he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
render  a  fervice  to  his  coun'try,  ^nd  to  obtain  the  approb^ 
lion  of  ParlJamenf .- 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  to  confider  of 
a  motion  f6r  granting  fuppiies ;  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  ch  tir. 

Mr.  Roff  moved  a  refolution.  That  a  fupply  be  granted  to 
his  Majefty.  ^ 
*  ^  '  ,  The  Chancellor  ef  the  Exchequer  taicy  and  faid  he  hoped  he 
flibuld  be  able,  on  that  day  fortnight,  to  lay  before  the  Com-* 
mittee  fome  important  propoHtions  as  the  foundation  of  % 
plan  for  raifing  the  fuppiies  of  the  year. 

The  refolution  then  pafled,  the  Speaker  took  the  chair» 
and  the  report  of  the  Committer  was  ordered  to  be  brought 
up  nei^t  day. — Adjourned. 


Tuesday,  Nov,  7. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  which  was  read  a  firft  and  fecohd  time,  and  on  the 
Speaker  putting  the  quedion — ^That  the  refolution  contained 
in  it  be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  L'ifig  propofed  that  it  ihould  be  exprefled  nemim  am* 
^rkuficente. 

^%.  Tierne^  o^je^ed  to  {t^  dnd  GUd  that  while  he  had  a 

voico 
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roicc  it  ffaould  not  be  allowed  to  pafs  fo.  Were  it  a  matter 
of  mere  form,  and  that  the  ufual  way  of  pafling  the  rcfolu* 
tton,  he  perhaps  would  not  objefl  to  it ;  but  he  was  deter- 
mined to  give  his  negative  not  only  to  this,  but  to  every 
other  aft  of  the  prefent  adminlllration.  He  aflured  the 
Houfe,  that  he  had  a  general  retainer  for  the  whole  Sefllon. 

The  refolution  then  paflTed,  and  Wednefday  next  was  ap- 
pointed for  confidering  of  a  Supply, 

A  variety  of  eftimates  for  the  enfuJng  year  were  laid  be- 
fore the  Houfe  by  Minifters. 

Mr.  Hobhoufc  moved  to  have  laid  before  the  Houfe  a  va- 
riety of  papers  and  documents ;  fome  refpefling  the  regifter- 
ing  of  Navy  and  Tranfport  bills  ;  and  fome  refpedling  the 
Loan  granted  to  his  Imperial  Majefly,  and  guaranteed  by 
this  country,  which  were  ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  Tiemey  being  called  upon  by  the  Speaker,  rofe,  and 
faid — Sir,  I  life  purfuant  to  the  notice  which  I  gave  lafl: 
Friday,  to  ftate  why  I  think  the  right  honourable  Secretary 
(Dundas)  holding  a  feat  in  this  Houfe,  is  a  motl  indecent,un- 
lawful  and  oiFendve  proceeding.  Sir,  it  is  impoilible  but  the 
Houfe  muft  recolledl  that  the  charge  which  I  hope  to  be  able 
this  day  to  bring  home  to  the  right  honourable  Secretary  was 
once  before  made  againft  him,  and  wd;s  baffled  by  the  de* 
f^nce  then  fet  up  ;  but,  if  my  memory  fervcs  me  right,  I 
may  with  fecurity  predift  that  the  defence  fet  up  by  the  right 
Ifon*  Gentleman  on' that  day  will  not  be  the  defence  .he  will 
ftand  upon  now.  The  reafon,  Sir,  why  I  fpeak  upon  this 
QCfcafion  In  a  ftyle  of  apparent  afpcrity,  is  not,  I  aflujre  you^ 
that  I  feel  any  perfonal  diflike  or  private  animofity  to  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman,  but  that  I  thifik  the  whole 
/tranfaftion  of  which  I  complain  a  mere  corrupt  job,,  a  job 
not  avowed  but  dete£ted,  a  job  that  never  would  have  been 
l^rought  to  light  if  it  could  have  been  kept  in  concealment, 
and  which  was  brought  to  light  at  laft  only  by  the  labours  of 
the  Committee,  to  whofc  reports  I  mean  to  refer  for  evi- 
dence of  the  fafts  oh  which  I  ground  my  charge.  In  that 
report  the  tranfaftion  to  which  I  allude  is  completely  decy- 
phered,  and  when  that  fliall  be  fubftantiated,  it  will  become 
matter  of  deliberation  and  opinion  for  you,  whether  it  is  not 
an  aggravation  of  the  offence  that  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman, after  having  been,  in  the  manner  I  have  already 
ftated,  reminded  of  the  doubts  that  arofe,  and  thereby  fup- 
pHed  with  materials  to  judge  of  the  law  and  to  corrcft  his 
cnbr,  if  it*was  in  error  be  ofibnded,  has  yet  prefumed,  after 

fuch 
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fuch  a  warnings  and  with  the  letter  of  the  law  as  it  were 
.    placed  under  his  eyes,  to  hpld  his  feat  in  this  Houfc,  in  direft 
violation  of  thai  law  ? 

Sir,  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  now  hold  feats  in  this 
Hoiife,  were  members  of  it  in  the  year  1782,  when.a  fpeech 

j|f  was  made  by  a  right  honourable  Gentleman,  now  no  more  ; 

for  whofe  talents  when  living,  and  for  whofe  memory,  now 

'•  he  is  dead,  I  feel,  as  every  one  muft  feel,  great  refpedl  and 

admiration — I  mean  Mr.  Burke.  In  that  fpeech,  which  de* 
ferved  much  praife,  and  which  he  made  when  he  brought  in 

I  a  bill  for  introducing  a  fyftem  of  ceconomy  in  the  public 

:  adralniftration,  and  for  abolifhing  all  ufelefs  places,  that 

great  man  declared  that  the  meafure  he  propolcd  was  not 

'     merely  intended  by  him  to  dimini(h  the  public  expenditure, 

I  but  had  a  more  extcnfive  view  for  the  public  benefit ;  name- 

^  ly,  that  of  preferving  as  much  as  pofliblc  the  independence 

^    I  pf  Parliament.     I  ftate  this  circumftance,  Sir,  for  the  pur- 

pofe  of  flicwing,  what  I  hope  the  Houfe  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  would  without  my  ftating  it,  give  me  credit  for, 
that  there  is  nothing  perfonal  in  this  motion,  and  of  appriz- 
ing the  Houfe  what  the  provifions  are  which  the  law  has  in 

j  this  inftance  made  for  the  independence  of  Parliament. 

Sir,  if  you  refer  to  that  fpeech  (and  as  it  has  been  fince 

I  publifhed  I  may  with  greater  freedom  allude  to  it  here),  you 

will  find  that  Mr.  Burke  has  treated  in  it  the  office  of  third 
Secretary  of  State  as  an  office  perfeftly  unneccflary,  and  in- 

I  ftituted  for  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  creating  new  pa* 

■^^  tronage  for  the  Crown.   Taking  this,  then,  as  the  principle 

upon  which  the  abolition  of  that  office  was  then  grounded, 
nothing  can  be  pleaded  in  juftification  of  its  revival  but  the 
moft  urgent  neceffity, — Now^  Sir,  if  I  fliew  you  that  this 
very  office  of  third  Secretary  of  State  has  been  revived,  will  it 
rot*  be  incumbent  on  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  fliew  the 
Houfe  fome  circumftances  that  made  its  revival  neceflary, 
and  to  prove  that  it  was  not,  as  I  contend,  a  job.  Reverting 
to  that  fpeech,  you  will  find  Mr.  Burke  dates  that  Lord  Suf- 
folk and  Lord  Weymouth,  being  the  two  principal  Secreta- 
^  ries  of  State,  and  the  former  being,  to  ufe  Mr.  Burke's  own 

words,  **  though  not  dead  to  nature,  dead  to  the  public," . 
the  whole  bufinefs  devolved  upon  the  latter,  ai^d  for  more 
than  a  year  after  no  new  Secretary  was  appointed,  from 
whence  he  argues,  and  in  my  opinion  unanfwerably,  that  if 
Lord  Weymouth  was  able  to  do  the  bufinefs  of  himfelf  and 
ttf  Lord  Suffolk;  two  Secretaries  could  do  the.  bufinefs  of 

three 
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thr^e.  I^  the  yc^ar  1783  the  Qh\t&  of  Mr.  Burke,  was  cf- 
fc(9ted. '  Now  fee  vf hat  has  happened  fincc. — A  third  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  a  new  eftablifhuieat  of  not  lefs  th^ji 
i3,qool.  ayear.  'W^ben  in  the  year  1768  the  office  of  third 
Secretary,  aboliflied  by  Mr.  £urke's  bill,  was  edabliihedy  the 
pretext  was  the  increafe  of  bufinefs  on  the  continent  of 
America — at  that  time,  however,  three  Sex:retaries  were  s^t 
]eaft  fufficient,  but  having  contrived  to  lofe  the  American 
Colonies  which  ifymiQied  the  pretext,  Minillers  could  not 
very  well  ii^fift  on  the  coatinuance  of  the  office,  nor  deny 
that  there  w^s  no  occafion  for  more  than'  two,  wh6  went 
under  the  name  of  Secretaries  for  the  Northern  an(l  South- 
ern departments.  In  the  year  1786  a  Committee  was  ap^ 
pointed  to  report  the  nature  of  the  officer  of  government,  and 
i^nouiit  of  their  falaries ;  the  Committee  made  an  ample  re- 
port, with  a  view  to  further  retrenchment,  but'nothing  fur- 
ther was  dpne  in  it*  In  that  report  the  twt>  Secretaries  were 
fiated  jit  ifilaries  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  each.  Now,  Sir,  if 
the  labottf  became  to  extremely  arduous  to  Miniders  as  to 
juftify  s^n  additional  office,  would  they  not  call  for  more 
xathef  than  lefs  than  the  dated  falary  ?  but  fo  far  was  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  from  feeling  that  he  had  any  claim  in 
th^t  way,  that  he,  on  the  contrary,  diminiffied,  and  fell  fliort 
qf  that  which  was  allowed  by  the  report  of  1786,  fixing  his 
falary  at  four  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  a  year,  in- 
(lead  of  fix  thouland.  Nay,  Sir,  did  not  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  that  very  year  evince,  that  fo  far  from  fink- 
ing upder  the  weight  of  his  office  of  Secretary,  he  was  able 
to  carry  a  little  more,  with  his.ufual  purity  add  difintereft* 
cdnefs,  taking  upon  himfelf  the  office  of  Secretary  to  th? 
Board  of  Controul  without  fee  or  reward,  and  deprecating 
the  idea  of  refufing  to  fcrve  gratis.  And^yet,  Sir,  with  this 
additional  labour  the  bufinefs  of  all  the  offices  went  on,  and 
yrc  heard  no  complaint  of  their  being  too  laborious.  Sir, 
the  Cpmtnittee  y^hich,  as  I  have  already  dated,  was  appoint- 
ed in  1786  reported,  that  one  Secretary  in  each  office  was 
fully  fufficient,  and  that  the  clerks  already  employed  were 
too  many — but  that  as  there  might  one  day  or  other  be  occa- 
fion for  them,  it  would  be  advifable  to  keep  them  idle  in  the 
offices  in  prder  to  be  ready,  if  circumftances  (hould  occur  to 
render  their  afliftance  neceflary.  Nothing  however  was 
done  touching  the  objefls  of  the  report  till  1795,  wheti 
^inifters  ihpught  proper  to  advife  his  IViajefty  to  coupteraA 
all  that  was  promifcd  ;  a^d  when  the  new  ^ellablifliipent 
vas  propofed,  thofc  who  were  called  upon  for  advice  were 
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ttie  fecretarrps  ;  an  odd  quarter  indeed  from  whicTi  to  take  ad- 
vice on  fuch  an  occafion. 

S?r,  the  right hohoaraf)le Gentleman  has  been  heard  to  com« 
]>Ia{n,  in  a  moft  lamentable  ftiJe,  that  the  weight  of  bufinefe 
ivhkh  fell  tb  his  ftare  was  more  than  he  could  bear,  and  that 
he  had  no  reft  or  rcfpite,  ntglVt  or  day ;  and  yet/  Sir>  in  his 
appointfneht^in  1791,  fo  far  from  taking  even  4500!.  (for  I 
H  re^iy  wifh  to  gii^  the  riglit  honouribfe  Gentleman  all  the 

credit  he  defierves)  he  only  t^k  3600I.  Then,  Sir,  came  the 
wot  in  17^3  ;  end  althf>ugh  fhc  quantity  of  bufinefs  was  con*^ 
fideraWy  irtcrwfedhy  thai  evfcnt,  the  right  honoaratfle  Gentlc- 
Bfian  never  Iod(ed  for  a  third*  fccretary,  but  did  the  whoje  with 
much  credit  tohimfelf  foi*  a  year  and  a  half ;  and  fo  far  from 
nbt  being  able  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  that  office,  he,  in 
bringing  in  his  India  Bill,  rook  2000I.  a  year  as  Fre&denc  c£ 
^  .the  Board  of  Contsoul,  alTuming  to  himfetf,  deliberately,  the 
whole  uddrrional  weight  of  that  arduous  employcnent ;  and  i 
am  not  witling  to  fuppofe  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
woukl  alk  for  Hilary,  if  he  did  not  intend  to  perform  all  the 
duties  to  the  fatisfadtion  and  advantage  of  the  ropntry.  Bat' 
this  is  not  all,  Sir  :  with  the  whole  weight  of  the  home  defNiTt-* 
raent,  he  took  upon  htm  alfo  that  of  war-,  fo  far  wa$  he  from 
thinking  a  third  fccretary  necefiary.  Under  thcfe  circum- 
ftances  then,  I  wifh  to  know  what  it  is  that  creates  the  necef- 
fity  ?  It  cannot  be  that  whidi  was  m^de  the  pretest  for  it  ia  * 
1768,  for  the  Colonies  are  foft.  Neither  can  it  be  inability^ 
becaufe  it  appears  that  tiie  bufmefs  has  been  done  with  dlipatchy 
facility  and  tffQ^t,  by  two.  Heture,  Sir,  I  am  at  a  lofs  togoefs 
why  in  1794  tl^re  fhould  ba|a  newdivi£onof  the  bufinefSy 
and  inflead  of  the  old  eftabCmment  of  two  fecretaries  and 
offices,  at  an  expence  of  29,0001.  there  fliould  be  three,  at  an 
expence  of  40J000I.  I  know.  Sir,  that  in  the  report  befone 
us,  thejgentkrmen  haveftated  (what  probably  appeared  totheiu 
to  he  the  truth)  that  the  accumulation  of.  the  affairs  of^WJlr 
w^ith  thofe  of  the  other  departments  of  ftate,  rendered  an  en- 
largement ncceflary,  and  pointed  out  the  expediency  of  a  fepa- 
rate  eOabliflimcnt  for  war.  This  would  be  lomewhat  odd,  but 
^  when  wc  look  into  the  evidence  upon  which  that  aflumption  is 
•grounded,  we  find  that  the  fitft  clerk  of  that  office  was  the 
^bnly  pferfon  examined  touching  that  point  before  the  commit- 
'i^  tee,  and  (o  for  from  faying  any  thing  to  juftify  that  concludon, 

i  he  has  fard"  nothing  but  what  leads  to  a  beli<ff  that  with  the 

I  help  of  four  additional  clerks,  they  might  go  on  as  welt  as 

*  ever ;  and  tKq  Houfe  will  find  on  examination,  that  thcr^  is 

*  Vol.  I.   1797.  ^  nothing 
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nothing  in  the  appendix  to  bear  out  the  aCfertions  of  the  com- 
mittee in  the  body  of  the  report. 

Sir,  I  think  that  I  can  hardly  have  failed  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe 
that  the  ofiice  of  .Third  Secretary  of  State  is  unnccel&ry,  and 
that  the  additional  bufinefs  occafioned  by  the  war,  which  is 
made  the  pretext  for  creating  it,  might  be  with  equal  c£k&  and  ^. 

advantage  difcharged  by  three  clerks,  fupplemental  to  thofe  al-  i 

ready  employed  ;  but  this  mode  would  not  anfwer  the  purpofe 
of  Minifters.  No,  Sir,  an  increafe  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Crown  was  their  objeft,  and  a  new  edahlifhment,  with  enor- 
mous additional  falaries,  was  the  only  thing  that  would  ferve 
*  their  turn. 

When  this  difcovery  was  made  of  the  neceflity  of  making  a 
new  eftablifliment,  many  difficulties  occurred  in  making  the 
arrangement;  and  it  might  be  an  amufing  fubjeAof  fpeculation 
to  conjefture  how  they  were  al  laft  funnounted,  as  nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  difficult  than  to  reconcile  the  jarring 
tnterefts  and  fanguine  expectations  of  the  feveral  candidates  for 
emolument.  The  right  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt) 
who  is  fo  fond  of  mutual  compenfatlon  in  negotiation,  probably 
interfered,  and  made  mutual  compenfation  the  bafis  of  the 
treaty,  and  hence  may  have  arifen  **  reciprocal  facilities," 
which  ended  in  *•  an  arrangement  convenient  and  comfortable 
to  all."  It  was  only  faying,  "  I  am  fecretary  at  war,  and  you 
are  war  fecratary,"  and  fo  the  difficulty  was  rt  an  end ;  and 
on  that  day  out  (larts  an  arrangement,  giving  to  the  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  the  office  of  fecretary  of  the  war  depart- 
ment, with  a  mod  enormous  eflablifliment.  Now,  Sir,  Aall 
I  not  be  juftified  in  faying  thatthis  is  a  job  ?  Is  not  the  dif- 
tin^Slion  warranted  by  the  fadf?  I  am  at  at  a^lofs  to  compre- 
hend how  fuch  a  palpable  job  can  be  defended,  or  how  Mini- 
flers  will  be  able  to  juRify  the  creating  fuch  an  dEce  as  that  of 
War  Secretary.  The  prefent  Commander  in  chief,  I  am 
happy  to  fay,  is  allowed,  without  contradi£lion,  to  be  moft 
accurate,  a£live  and  indudrious,  and  I  am  fure  I  mean  no  dlC- 
refpeft  to  Lord  Amherft  when  I  attribute  wholly  to  age  his  m- 
fufiicJency.  And  Lord  Cornwallis  has  made  no  lefe  improve- 
ment in  die  Ordnance  department ;  and  yet  with  thefc  advan- 
tages, the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  War  department  w.it 
thought  neceffary  for  the  right  honourable  Gentleman.  Sir^ 
I  do  not  find  it  fo  much  as  dated  that  the  Duke  of  Portlana 
could  not  do  the  duty  of  both,  and  the  Duke's  department, 
inilead  of  being  reduced,  has  had  four  clerks  added  to  it ;  one 
a  Precis,  as  it  is  called,  that  is  to  {ay  an  abridger ;  another  9 
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law  clerk,  which  was  abolished  in  I774f  and  now  revived  ;  a 
third  a  clerk  br  felons  and  convidts  ;  and  the  foutth  a  gentle* 
man  (Mr.  Baldwin),  who  left  his  profeflaon,  and  is  fo  good  as 
to  give  his  opinion  when  a  cafe  is  fent  with  tne  ufual  compli* 
1  mcnt  (tiie  fee)  marked  on  the  back  of  it.   Befides  which  there 

F,  is  an  a&ive  magi  (Irate  employed,  who  tranfafls  the  office  bufi- 

uefs  with  the  various  magiftrates,  and  takes  the  whole  weight 
of  that  trouble  off  his  Grace's  (houklers.  Sir,  my  knowledge 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland  enables  me  to  ftate  that  he  is  a  man  of 
huiinefs,  and  he  being  fo,  it  is  extremely  wrong  to  proclaim 
him  thus  to  the  world  as  a  man  not  fit  for  the  management  and 
difcharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

So  far.  Sir,  I  have  confined  myfelf  to  the  ground  of  neccf- 
£ty :  I  will  now.  Sir,  apply  to  the  other  point  J  aflume  on 
this  occafion,  I  mean  the  illegality  of  the  office.  Mr.  Burke's 
bill  provided,  that  the  office  of  "  Third  Secretary  of  State,  or 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  as  it  was  then  called,  fliould  be 
fappreflfed,  aboliihed,  and  taken  away;  and  that  two  only 
fhould  remain,  thofe  for  the  Northern  and  Southern  depart- 
ments;  and  that  if  any  office  of  the  fame  mime,  nature,  or 
defcription  (houid  thereafter  be  eftablifhed,  the  fame  fhould 
be  taken  as  a  new  office."  Sir,  I  alk  any  genileman  of  the 
law  now  prefent,  whether  words  could  be  found  to  compre- 
hend a  more, large,  di(lin£t,  and  plain  explanation  of  the  in- 
tention of  that  provifion  ?  Lord  George  Germaine,  who  held 
die  office  of  Third  Secretary,  was  more  cautious  than  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman,  for  he  never  gave  any  fpecific  name  to 
the  office  he  held,  but  held  4t  generally  by  the  title  of  •*  one 
of  his  Majefty's  principal  Secretaries  of  S:ate ;"  and  Mr.  Burke 
was  driven  thereby  to  ftate  it  fo  fpecially  as  he  had  done :  that 
is  to  fay,  that  there  (hall  be  only  two  Secretaries ;  and  that  if 
a  third  be  made  of  tlie  fame  name,  nature,  and  defcription, 
witli  that  abolifhed,  the  perfon  who  receives  the  fame  fhall  be 
incapable  to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Now,  Sir,  1  will 
demonllrate  beyond  the  poffibility  of  refutation,  that  the  office 
held  by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  is  of  that  nature  and 
defcription  ;  that  it  is  of  the  fame  name  I  cannot  fay,  but  it  is 
for  the  fame  purpofes,  and  I  defy  any  one  to  get  over  it ; .  it  is 
for  tranfa£ling  the  fame  fort  of  bufinefs  as  that  which  was  called 
\  -•Secretary  for  the  Colonies ;  it  is  not  only  new,  but  by  the  de- 

fcription of  it  in  the  report,  may  be  faid  to  grow  out  of  that  of 
i  Jjotd  George  Germaine,  and  like  it  is  created  upon  the  pre- 

•  tence  that  the  Home  department  is  too  heavy.     Let  gentlemen 

xmly  look  to  the  report,  and  they  will  find  the  three  difiin£b 
offices  diiUniSUy  recognifed  by  the  authenticated  fignatures  of 
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tbe'T<:rpe£liv«  Secretaries :  in  Appendix  B.  i,  they  will  find  the 
fignatufre  Portland  as  Principal  Secretary  ;  in  B.  2,  they  will 
find  Lord  Grenville  Pnncipal  Secretary .  for  the  Foreign  de- 
partment ;    and  then  they  will  come  to  the   ftrayed  fbeep,, 
Henry  Dundas,  Principal  War  Secretary  I     For  my  part,  I 
cannot  comprehend  where  a^loubt  npon  the  fuhjcft  can  arifc^ 
\k  evidently  appears  there  are  three  Secretaries,  one  of  them  is 
in  the  War  department,  and  that  is  the  ri^ht  honourable  Gen* 
tieman.     Perhaps  genticmen  will  endeavour  to  ihelter  him., 
by  faying  that  It  is  the  Duke  of  Portland  that  is  the  new  Secret 
tary ;  for  certainly  they  cannot  fay  it  is  Lord  Grenville.     But 
the  Houfe  muft  Tee  it  cannot  be  (huffled  off  in  that  manner :  if 
it  can,  the  report  of  the  Committee  is  but  a  farce,  from  one 
end  of  it  to  the  other  ;  for  it  ftates  the  neccffity  of  a  feparate 
eftahliihment  of  an  additional  office  of  Secretaey  of  the  War 
department)  and  that  office  the  right  bonourablo  Gentleman  \% 
avowed  to  hold.     No  doubt,  then,  can  poffibly  atife  on  the 
fubjc^l*     Gentlemen  may  fay  that  the  right  honourable  Secre- 
tary has  the  fame  feal  he  had  before,  but  that  will  make  no  dif-^ 
ference ;  and  here  it  occurs  to  me  to  mention  a  circureftance 
of  the  ftrangeft  featured  delicacy  I  ever  noticed :  Lord  Gren-s 
ville  accepts  only  32001.  a  year  ;  what  an  odd  fancy  his  Lord^ 
iliip  difplays  in  the  choice  of  his  fum  ;  he  is  offered  6oool.-^ 
**  No,"  fays  he,  *'  I  will  not  take  fo  much,  I  will  give  back 
2800  of  it."     Not  2500I.  or  3000I.  the  fums  that  would  na- 
turally  occur  to  another,  but  3200I.  whaLa  whimfical  inex-> 
plicablc  way  t>f  adliog  I  what  a  vvretclied  fpunge  for  popularity  ! 
But,  Sir,  the  right.hodourable  Gentleman  has  not  only  a  dtf- 
tin^  office,  bur  for  that  office  a  dtftin<5i  houfe  in.  Pariiament« 
ftreet,  the  leafc  of  which  he  has  bought  for  the  purpofe.     Pcr- 
liaps  it  will  be  faid  that  this  is  only  a  new  divifion  erf"  the  Secrer 
tary's  office,  but  even  that  Mr^  Burke's  bill  is  againd  ;  or  it ' 
may  be  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  being  a 
commoner,  pofieffed  the  office,  and  cutting  it  into  two  parts^   • 
gave  half  of  it  to  a  peer,  and  doing  fo  has  not  forfeited  his  feal; 
as  if  the  Matter  of  tlie  Mint  was  to  give  generally  the  office  to. 
a  peer,  and  referve  to  himfclf,  being  a  commoner,  only  tho 
coining  of  fixpences. 

Sir,  I  have  only  one  word  more.  In  the  (latement  1  have 
delivered  it  is  (atisfa£iorily  made  out  that  no  neceffity  for  crea* 
ting  this  office  has  been  proved,  and  that  if  the  neceffity  was 
proved,  ftill,  under  the  law,  it  is  impoffiole  the  right  honour^ 
able  Gentleman  can  retain  his  feal.  Sir,  I  affure.you,  in 
making  this  motion,  I  am  not  afkuated  by  a  defire  to  interfere 
,  with  his  Majefty's  ieir^ice,  or  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way 

of 
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of  the  poblic  proceedings ;  bat  by  an  anxious  defire  to  vindf*. 

cate  the  honour  and  character  of  the  Houfe,  by  prevailing  on 

them  to  {hew  that  they  wifli  to  preferve  inviolate  the  law,  the 

more  fo,.  as  the  King's  fpeech  recommends  fo  ftrongly  to  them 

1^  to  enforce  obedience  te  the  laws.     And  I  recommend  it  to  the 

r  right  honourable  Gentleman,  if  he  wants  a  new  arrangement, 

I  to  look  to  his  friend  on  the  right,  (Mr.  Windhamj   who  is  at 

I  the  head  of  an  eftablifliment  of  no  lefs  than  42,oqpI.  a  year, 

I  and  to  divide  with  him,  rather  than  lav  new  cxafUons  on  the 

!  public — [fl  laugh  frin  thi  other Jide.]    Sir,  I  cannot  fee  that  it 

I  is  a  reafonable  provocation  to  laughter  to  be  told,  and  truly 

told,  that  one  man  poflelles  an  ellablilhment  of  42,0001.  a  year, 

or  that  another  fits  in  this  Houfe,  who  by  law  has  no  right  to 

fit  in  it,  and  is  called  upon  to  (hew  caufe  for  his  doing  fo.^-^*^ 

Gentlemen  {bould  not  chufe  this  night  for  laughter;  difcre^ 

r  tioD  fluuld  point  out  to  them  a  conduS  more  becoming  the 

^   *  time  and  their  own  (ituations.  A  gentleman  on  the  oppofite  fidcn 

the  other  night  lamented  that  there  was  not  a  fuller  attendance 

'on  this  fide  of  tlie  Houfe,  atKl  it  would  be  well  if  before  they 

indulge  in  anfeemly  ill-timed  levity,  gentlemen  would  con- 

fider  whether  laughter  is  the  mode  that  (bould  be  taken  to  in* 

ducc  the  attendance  of  ahfent  members.     Sir,  I  have  done,  I 

Aall  BOW  make  my  motioii,  firft.  begging  that  the  a£t  I  allude 

to,  (Mr.  Burke's  bill)  maybe  rend. 

The  9A  being  read. 

He  moved  the  following  refoluttoii,  ^<  That  it  is  the  opinion 

of  diis  Hottfe  that  the  ofiiee  of  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War 

^  '^  department,  was  in  addition  to  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State 

fi>r  Foreign  AQairs  and  for  the  Home  departn^nt ;  and  that  the 

[  light  honourable  Henry  Dund as  having  accepted  of  the  office 

of  Secretary  for  the  War  department,  is  difqualified  to  fit  ia 

Parliament,  &c.** 

\  Mr.  Secretary  i>yv^&ix  faid,  the  honourable  Gentleman,  in 

I  the  manner  in  which  he  intixxluoed  the  prefcnt  motion,  fo  par** 

>  ticuJarly  alluded  to  me,  that  it  may  be  expeded  that  1  fhould 

fay  fometbing  in  reply,  and  I  conceive  that  I  cannot  better  re* 

[  fute  the  objections  he  has  fiated,  or  better  deroonOrate  the  im« 

'^'  propriety  of  the  meafare  he  has  propofed,  than  by  giving  an 

accurate  fiatement  of  tliecircumftances  to  which  he  has  dire£k<r 

cd  the  attention  of  the  Houfe.     In  the  year  1791  his  Majefly 

was  pleafed  to  call  upon  me  to  undertake  the  office  of  Secre-^ 

tary  of  State  for  the  Home  department.     At  that  period  the 

duty  attached  to  the  fitu^tion  compcohended  the  internal  cor* 

leipondence  with  the  different  parts  of  the  country,  with  he* 

|a«dt  (be  Colofiies,  and  in  jpneral  ^tery  tiling  relieve  to.  the 

executive 
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executive  admin iftration.    When  the  war  broke  out,  the  mili- 
^tary  corrcfpondcnce  was  like  wife  conduced  by  this  depart- 
ment, and  there  continued  till  it  was  thought  proper  to  fibrin  a  ' 
new  arrangement.      I  ihall  not  enter  into  the  coniideratioii 
whether  the  place  of  Third  Secretary  of  State  was  rightly  abo-  ^ 

lilhed,  pr  whether  it  was  rightly  reftored.     I  fliall  not  now  J 

difcufs  whether  the  extenfive  concems  which  come  under  the 
ad minifl ration  of  the  offices  alluded  to,  can  beft  be  condudied 
by  two  perfons  or  by  three.  This  fubjeft  forms  no  part  of  the 
prefent  confideration,  and  as  to  the  perfonal  topics  which  the 
l)on.  Gentleman  urged  fo  varioufly  and  fo often,  1  (hall  pafs  theni 
over  without  particular  notice.  Still,  however,'!  fhould  deem  it 
unmanly  were  I  not  to  embrace  this  opportunity  to  ftatcdiftin£^l;.', 
as  a  mere  naatter  of  opinion  be  it  undei  flood,  that  the  bufmefs  of 
that  office  which  is  the  fubjcS  of  confideration,  is  more  than  j 

would  be  prnf)er  to  commit  to  any  individual,  l)e  his  talents  and  i 

his  affiduity  what  they  may.     The  increafc  of  bufmefs  arifing  t»' 

out  of  the  war,  the  new  and  ftrangc  fcencs  which  were  aded 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  the  frantic  and  dangerous  de- 
iigns  which  were  profecuted  with  fuch  perfeverancc  and  a£livi- 
ty,  to  didurb  the  public  tranquillity,  and  to  qvcrthrow  our 
happy  conflitution,  called  for  an  additional  portion  of  induftry, 
and  additional  means  of  carrying  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  date 
with  new  vigilance  and  undivided  attention.  On  this  point, 
liowever,  I  merely  throw  out  my  perfonal  opinion ;  it  does 
nor  Ik  long  to  the  prefent  difcuflion.  The  queftion  for  the  dc- 
libcrarion  of  the  Houfc,  and  the  only  fubjeA  on  which  they 
have  to  decide,  is,  whether  I  a»n  a  Third  Secretary  of  State  in  * 

the  terms  of  Mr.  Burke's  atS  ?  In  reply  to  the  arguments  which 
the  Honourable  Gentleifian  has  urged  in  fupport  of  the  affirroa« 
tive*,  I  (hall  boldly  ftate  the  fa£t.  i 

In  the  year  1791  I  received  from  his  Majefty  the  fcals  of  the 
Home  department,  and  at  the  fame  time  I  was  cuftodier  of 
thofc  which  had  belonged  to  Lord  George  Germaine.  A  new 
arrangement  having  taken  place,  I  carried  die  feals  of  whidi  I 
had  been  the  cuftodier  Co  his  Majefty,  who  delivered  them 
to  the  Duke  of  Portland.  I  was  then  ordered  by  his  Majefty 
to  continue  the  military  correfpondence,  and  to  condu^l  the  ^ 

bufinefs  of  Secretary  of  State  fo  far  as  related  to  that  obje&* 
How  then  can  I,  in  any  reQ>e£t,  be  confidered  the  Third  Se- 
cretary of  Sute  ?  I  continued  to  perform  a  conQderable  part 
of  the  duty  which  had  devolved  upon  me  when  1  accepted  the 
appointment  in  1791*  If  two  known  and  eftablifhed  Secreta« 
ries  of  State  exifted,  and  another  is  added^  by  what  kind  of  ar- 
gmnent  is  it  to  be  proved  that  the  perfon  who  difchargcd  one 
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of  thcfe  offices  is  to  be  confidercd  either  as  tlie  new,  or  the 
third  Secretary  of  State  ?,  It  fo  happens,  however,  that  none 
of  the  bufinefs  which  belonged  to  tlve  office  of  third  Secre- 
tary, abolifhed  by  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  is  attached  to  the  office 
which  I  now  hold.  T))e  bufinefs  which  it  comprehends  is 
quite  diftinfl  from  that  for  which  a  third  Secretary  of  State 
was  deemed  unneccflary,  and  is  pofterior  to  Mr.'  Burke's 
bill.  In  the  fituation  which  I  received  in  1 791  I  have  ftood 
fmce,  and  now  only  am  in  poflreffion  of  a  part  of  that  bufi« 
ncfs  which  was  then  wholly  under  my  care.  The  evidence 
upon  which  the  report  of  the  Sele^  Committee  is  made 
'  does  not  prove  who  is  or  who  is  not  third  Secretary  of  State. 

The  perfons  examined  by  that  Committee  explain  the  na- 
ture of  the  bufinefs  tranfaded  in  the  different  offices,  but  do 
not  attempt  to  diftinguifh  who  is'firft,  fecond,  or  third  Secre-* 
!►  tary  of  State.     The  military  branch  and  the  matters  con- 

l  I  neded  with  it' are  carried  on  in  my  department ;  but  I  can- 

not  conceive  how  this  at  all  ferves  to  e(la|)li{h  that  I,  who 
performed  that  duty  before  muft  be  the  new  Secretary  of 
State,  or  that  I  come  under  the  incapacities  which  Mr. 
Burke's  bill  enads.  The  name  by  which  the  office  may  be 
dillinguiflied  is  of  no. confequence ;  it  does  not  in  any  man- 
ner fupport  the  point  which  the  hon.  Gentleihan  endeavours 
to  prove.  Does  the  fa£l  juftify  the  conclufions  which  he 
draws  ?  Did  I  receive  any  n^w  patent  from  his  Majefty  for 
the  office  which  I  hold  ?  did  I  receive  any  new  falary  ?— 
Certainly  not.  In  no  refpefl  were  the  emoluments  I  en- 
[^  joyed  either  increafed  or  diminifhed ;  they  ftand  precifely 

!    '  as  they  did  before  the  new  arrangement  took  place.     I  was 

I  then  and  ftill  am  one  of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  Stiutei. 

-while  there  are  three  to  whom  this  chara£ler  belongs,  with- 
""  out  Its  being  at  all  fpecified  with  what  particular  department 

they  arc  entrufted. 

But  with  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  bill  upon  which 

this  motion  is  founded,  it  like  wife  ought  to  be  confidered 

^hat  is  its  fpirit  and  obje£i.  It  was  intended  to  guard  againft 

I  the  increafe  of  public  offices,  in  fo  far  as  thofe  who  occupied 

^  them  were  or  were  not  to  be  members  of  this  Houfe.     But 

becaufe  it  fuited  the  (late  of  the  Civil  Liil  at  the  period 

I  ivhen  it  was  pafied,  does  it  follow  that  it  muft  he  applicable 

to  the  prefent  times  i  it  does  not  ena£t  that  a  third  Secretary 

of  State  (hall  not  be  appointed ;  but  its  effed  is,  that  this 

third  Secretary  of  State  fliall  not  be  a  member  of  the  Houfe 

of  Commons.    Before- any  cl^ange  took  place  I  fat  in  this 

Houfe; 
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Houfe  ;  and  now  claim  the  right,  both  on  my  own  account 
and  from  a  regard  for  the  privileges  of  my  conftituents,  to 
exercife  my  legiflative  capacity.  No  change  has  taken  place 
in  my  fituation  fince  I  was  firft  chofen  after  bein£  appotnu 
«d  in  179  If  but  that  part  of  the  duty  which  I  performed,  is 
now  executed  by  the  Duke  of  Portland.  Upon  what  ground 
then  is  th^  honourable  Gentleman  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe  that 
1  have  fprfieited  my  right  to  a  feat  here  ?  The  friends  of  the 
honourable  Gentleman  Iiave  likewlfe  fome  rcafon  to  com- 
plain of  him,  that  he  feems  defirous  to  effcSt  what  their  in- 
genuity and  talents  had  difcovered  to  be  unattainable.  Al- 
though the  honourable  Gentleman's  abilities  may  be  very 
conrpicuous,  yet  the  queftion  was  agitated  by  an  honourable 
Friend  jof  his  with  no  lefs  ingenuity,  and  with  no  lefs  (kill, 
but  it  was  admitted  that  no  incapacity  to  fit  in  this  Houfe 
arofe  from  the  circumftances  to  which  the  attention  of  the 
Houfe  was  called*  After  the  difcuffion  which  the  fubjeft 
.bad  already  undergone,  I  cannot  but  think  too,  that  my  con<- 
ftituents  would  not  be  fairly  dealt  with  were  ^y  to  fee  their 
reprefentative  declared  to  have  incurred  an  incapacity  by  an 
adt,  on  which  difcuffion  had  already  taken  placed  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Houfe  had  been  pronounced.  Having  thus 
ftated  the  fafls  upon  which  the  decifion  of  the  prefent  quef- 
tion  mud  proceed,  I  (hall  trouble  the  Houfe  no  longer,  and 
fliall  therefore  give  my  negative  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Martin  laid,  that  Whether  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman by  holding  his  prefent  office  of  Secretary  of  State, 
had  violated  the  letter  of  Mr.  Burke*s  bill,  in  his  opinion, 
the  fplrit  of  it  had  been  difregarded ;  its  objeft  was  to  guard 
againft  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  to  fecure  the  inde* 
pendence  of  Parliament,  which  by  the  proceeding  in  qucf- 
tion^would  be  defeated. 

Mr.  Tlemey.  The  prefent  is  a  fubjeft  upon  which  I 
.'ffiould  have  expcSed  that  the  Crown  lawyers  would  have 
favoured  the  Houfe  with  their  lights,  and  that  a  queftion 
which  turns  upon^he  interpretation  of  an  aft  of  Parliament 
would  have  called  forth  fome  legal  knowledge.  On  fuch  a 
queftion,  it  certainly  is  unpTeafant  to  me  to  find  the  difcuf- 
non  wholly  devolved  upon  myfelf.  I  coul J  -have  wifhed 
that  fome  of  the  learned  gentlemen,  and  a  teamed  judge» 
whom  I  now  f<e  in. his  place,  who  are  generally  ready  to 
alTift  their  friends  upon  the  other  fide  with  their  legal  abili- 
ties, would  have  now  come  forward.  I  was  defirous  to'hav^ 
exercifcd  the  right  which  I  have  to  cbfe  the  debate.     (The 

Speaker 
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[  Speaker  informed  Mr.  Tierney,  that  it  was  matter  of  in- 

dulgence^ not  of  right,  for  the  opener  of  a  qiieftion  to  clofe 
the  debate.)  If  not  a  matter  of  right,  it  certainly  is  an  in-, 
dulgence  which  in  few  indances  has  been  refufed  *,  of  this 
indulgence  then,  I  was  defirons  to  avail  myfelf,  as  the  laft 
I  Speaker,  to  reply  to  fuch  arguments  as  might  have  been 

.  urged.  Perhaps  it  is  in  vain  to  prefs  thefe  learned  gentlemen 

I  to  enter  the  field  ;  they  have  fo  repeatedly  failed  in  the  legal 

I  arguments  which  they  were  called  upon  to  maintain,  that 

they  are  cautious  of  expofing  thenifelves  to  a  fecond  failure* 
In  this  fituation  then  I  am  compelled  to  fupport  the  argu- 
ments I  have  advanced  with  no  other  countenance,  but  that 
of  the  Houfe  ;  even  of  this  indeed,  I  feem  to  be  deprived. 
If  I  can  judge  from  the  merriment  with  which  the  propofi- 
^  tion  was  received.     Even  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 

^  Qdr.  Pitt)  who  is  not  backward  to  fpeak,  feems  to  decline : 

f   '  if,  however,  he  does  come  forward,  I  hope  he  will  confine 

himfelf  to  matter  of  fadl.  He  too  is  implicated  in  one  of 
the  mod  wanton,  unneceflary  and  infulting  jobs  by  which 
this  country  Was  ever  difgraced !  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman,  however,  fays  that  he  is  not  third  Secretary  of 
State,  becaufe  he  was  Secretary  of.  State  before :  Thus  he 
argues,  that  having  once  been  in  that  capacity,  he  muft  ever 
retain  the  charader  as  long  as  he  is  employed  in  public  af* 
fairs,  and  lingers  about  any  of  the  offices  of  State.  If  it  is 
true  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  only  has  a  part  of 
L  ^  the  duty,  is  he  not,  in  faft,  no  more  than  an  officer  of  the 

"^i  Duke  of  Portland's,  and  diftjualified  equally  to  fit  in  Parlia- 

ment, as  coming  under  the  exceptions  of  the  15th  of  Geo. 
II.  By  that  aS,  one  Under  Secretary  in  each  department, 
-and  no  more,  is  allowed  to  fit  in  Parliament.  The  rigfit 
honourable  Gentleman  certainly  does  not  zA  in  the  charaSer 
of  Under  Secretary  for  the  Home  Department ;  what  dif- 
ference then  does  there  exift  between  him  and  any  other  per* 
Ion  out  of  the  Duke  of  Portland's  office  ?  In  adopting  this 
mode  of  defence,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  feems  to 
have  been  off  his  guard,  and  had  he  advifed  with  his  learned 
friends,  they  probably  would  have  difluaded  him  from  com- 
mitting himfeif  by  fuch  a  mode  of  argument.  But,  it  is  faid, 
the  fub|e6l  was  formerly  difcufled — now,  however,  circum- 
fiances  are  altered,  and  the  queftion  comes  forward  in  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view  ;  here  the  job,  which  formerly  was  im- 
perfedly  known,  UdeUSfed.  It  was  not  then  known,  that  the 
right  boQ.  Gentleman  held  the  office  which  is  now  diftinguifb- 
Vol.  I.  1757-  L  fl 
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cd  by  the  title  of  the  War  Department,  hitherto  unknown. 
In  anfwer  to  the  charge  of  thus  holding  the  office  of  Third 
Secretary  of  State,  a  poor  joke  is  again  repeated,  and  we  are 
alked  whether  thofc  who  were  in,  or  he  who  joins,  is  to  he 
juftly  deemed  the  new  Secretary  ?  Bat  what  does  this  prove  5 
When  the  new  arrangement  was  adopted,  a  break  took  place 
fomewhere ,  when  die  Duke  of  Portland  was  introdqced  into  ^ 

the  fituation  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  held;  and 
was  entrufted  at  leaft  with  part  of  the  bufinefs  which  he  pre- 
vioufly  performed.  The  Duke  of  Portland  now'occupies  tlie 
Home  Department :  the  defcription  given  of  that  department 
in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  in  1786,  is  precifcly  that 
which  is  given  by  Mr.  King,  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  of 
that  department  at  the  ptefcnt  moment,  excepting  the  bufinefs 
of  the  Eaft  Indies.  A  new  divifion,  however,  it  feems  has 
takdn  place ;  doubtlefs  his  Majefty  may  divide  the  office  into  *" 

as  niany  parts  as  he  pleafes,  if  he  does  not  call  upon  this  Houfe  ^ 

for  the  payment  of  thofe  who  are  employed.  I  call  upon  the 
Houf(f,  however,  to  fay,  what  tontroul  they  are  to  exercifc 
upon  this  prerogative;  the  Houfe  can  fay  to  his  Majefly, 
'*  you  can  make  Placemen,  but  not  Members  of  Parliament." 
His  Majefty  cannot,  by  extending  the  number  of  Principal 
Sccretanesj  encreafe  the  number  of  Under  Secretaries  quarificd 
to  fit  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  By  the  new  arrangement, 
however,  two  Members  are  made.  It  is  faid,  indeed,  that 
the  Unddr  Secretary  takes  no  falary.  Without  any  difrefpeft 
for  that  Gentleman,  however,  he  might  change  his  mind,  or 
others  in  his  fituation  might  differ  from  him.     The  ftatute  of  > 

Queen  Anne,  and  Mr.  fiurke's  Bill,  both  create  an  incapa-  ^ 

city  ;  and  this  point  1  fliould  be  glad  to  argue  with  any  lawyer, 
from  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  youngeft  ftudent,  were  the 
point  to  be  denied.  No  matter  by  what  motive  the  honourable 
Gentleman  nvay  be  aftuatcd,  the  incapacity  is  legally  declared. 
Whether  he  is  pleafed  to  perform  for  nothing  the  bufinefs  of 
the  right  honourable  Gentlenlan  in  the  morning,  to  have  the 
pleafureof  hearing  his  eloquence  iir  the  evening,  or  whether 
he  follows  virtue  for  its  own  fake,  is  all  one,  it  is  againft  law, 
and  that  is  enough.     It  is  againft  the  admiffion  of  the  princi-  % 

pie  that  I  now  contend  ;  it  i?  not  from  perfonal  motives  to  at- 
tack the  feats  of  any  honourable  Gentleman,  but  it  is  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  bring  to  proof  what  is  meant  by  the  Confti- 
tution  ;  what  is  meant  by  enforcing  obedience  to  the  laws,  that 
I  urge  the  prefent  queftion.  I  call  on  the  Houfe  to  do  what 
they  pledge  themfelves  to  do  m  the  Addrefs  on  the  King's 
Speech,  and  how  is  the  propofition  received?  With  ahorfe 
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laugh  1   Do  Gentlemen  really  think  that  the  peq)leofthis 
coantry  are  ib  funk  in  apathy  that  they  can  endure  this  mock" 
ery  ?  uo  you  think  that  the  people  without  doors  will  be  fa- 
tisfied  when  this  debate  goes  abroad,  with  the  juggle  with 
which  the  fcrious  charge  I  have  advanced  has  been  anfwered  ? 
When  it  is  oflerted  and  proved  by  the  evidence  of  a  ScltSt 
jCDmmitteo,  and  when.it  is  demonftrated  by  an  A&.  of  Pariia- 
xnenty  that  an.  honourable  Gentleman  fits  in  this  Houfe  who 
is  difqualified  by-law,  do  you  think  it  will  do  to  fay  that  it 
is  not  proved  whether  he  be  the  Firft,  Second,  or  Third  Se- 
cretary i    The  right  honourable  Gentleman  fays  he  will  en- 
quire whether  the  arrangement  be  ncceflary  or  not ;  but  does 
he  think  the  country  will  be  fatisfied  with  thiL?    Will  they 
not  fee  the  grofs  infult  which  they  have  received  in  the  juggle 
with  which  it  is  attempted  to  impofe  upon  their  underdand- 
ings  ?  Such  a  defence  as  this  Will  never  convince  the  public 
that  new  offices  have  not  been  created  to  extend  the  influence 
of  the  Crown,  and  to  corrupt  the  independence  of  Parliament; 
.  it  wili  not  convince  them  that  men  are  not  thus  introduced 
into  Parliament  who  by  law  are  difqualified.    At  a  moment  fo 
perilous  as  the  prefent  it  ought  to  be  our  bufinefs  not  to  out- 
rage but  to  conciliate  the  public  opinion.     We  ought  not  to 
endeavour  by  a  quibble  to  evade  the  execution  of  law.     The 
'    people  are  entitled  to  fomething  on  their  fide,  fome  liberality 
ought  to  be  ihewn  to  their  claims.     I  am  not  very  apt  to 
de^nd.     I  believe  that  the  energy  of  the  country  is  great, 
that  its  refources  are  extendve,  but  tliey  are  not  the  refources 
of  abundance;  they  can  only  be  called  forth  by  a  Houfe  of 
Commons  pollefling  the  confidence  and  good  opinion  of  the 
people.   If  you  (hew  them  that  vou  are  more  difpofed  to  curry 
favour  with  the  King,  if  you  mew  yourfelves  more  difpofed 
to  employ  a  vigour  t^yond  the  law  againfl  the  people,  and  a 
vigour  lefs  than  the  law  in  the  vindication  of  their  rights, 
yott  may  vote  grants,  but  they  will  be  barren,,  you  may  im- 
pofe taxes,  but  they  will  be  unprodu£tive.    If  indeed  you  fhew 
a  determination  to  enforce  the  laws  equally  againft  high  and  * 
againft  low,  then  you  will  find  in  the  people  energies  iuex- 
^  hauftible,  and  refpurces  without  end.    The  right  honourable 
Gentleman,  however,  fays,  "  prove  me  to  be  Third  Secre- 
tary of  State.     I  went  with  the  Seals  and  delivered  them  to 
the  Duke  of  Portland.'*     Thus  he  endeavours  to  efcape  by  a 
jwggle-     He  (hews  nimfelf  and  his  Grace  fo  clofe  together, 
hand  to  fift,  that,  which  is  the  juftice  and  which  is  the  thief, 
it  is  impoffible  to  difcover.     The  fa£U  on  which  1  reft  this 
charge,  however,  are  founded  upon  no  quibble.    The  two  de- 
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partments  for  home  and  foreign  affairs  are  known.  Since  1794 
there  has  heen  a  Secretary  for  the  War  JDepartmcnt.  The 
whole  matter  then  is  reduced  to  a  quibble,  whether  Mr.  Dun** 
das  or  the  Duke  of  Portland  be  the  new  Secretary  ?  and  becaufr 
the  Duke  came  lad  into  oiBce  it  muft  be  inferred,  forfootlr, 
that  he  is  tlie  new  Secretary.  But  the  Jaw  docs  not  aflc  who 
is  the  officer,  it  looks  at  the  office,  and  if  the  new  officer  ift 
found  in  the  old  department^  and.  the  former  Seci^tary  in  an 
office  hitherto  unknown,  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  decide  which 
of  them  is  to  be  held  as  the  new  Secretary  of  State,  That  the 
f)oint  is  one  which  admits  at  lead  of  douht  againd  them,  Mini- 
ftcrs  cannot  but  admit.  If  it  be  an  ohje£i  of  difcyiffioR,  why 
not  get  the  matter  decided  and  explained  by  an  ASk  of  Parlta-» 
nient  ?  This  was  done  in  regard  to  bounty-money  when  a 
doubt  arofe  on  Mr.  Burke's  Bill.  This  at  lead  would  fhield 
the  Houfe  from  the  difgrace  of  fandionin^  a  grofs  vk^lation  of 
law.  The  defence  which  is  now  attempted  is  at  once  injurious 
to  the  rights,  and  infulting  to  the  underdandtngs  of  the  people; 
a  miferable  juggle  to  defeat  an  A^^  of  Parliament  intended  to 
controul  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  to  iecure  the  inde* 
pendence  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of  this  motion,  I  have  done  my 
duty.  Gentlemen  may  vote  as  they  think  proper.  I  have  ex- 
culpated myfelf  from  the  confequences.  If  it  (hall  be  carried, 
I  ihall  have  the  fatisfa<5);ion  of  having  contributed  fomething  to 
defend  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  to  fecure  the  purity  of  this 
Houfe.  If  it  be  rejefled,  I  diall  have  the  confolation  of  know* 
ing  that  I  have  exerted  myfelf  to  fhew  to  the  peo(de  what  is 
really  meant  by  the  Conditution  of  which  Gentlemen  boad  (b 
much,  and  thole  laws  which  they  pledge  themfelves  to  enforce* 
At  lead  it  will  diew  to  the  Condituents  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman,  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  to  the  furvivors 
of  thofe  who  fell  at  Tranent,  the  confeaucnces  which  attach 
to  tlie  fame  condu&  in  different  circumnances.  It  will  diew 
them  that  while  one  fet  of  men,  for  their  oppofition  to  the 
law,  are  doomed  to  the  horrors  of  military  execution,  others 
can  prote£t  themfelves,  by  a  pitiful  juggle,  from  the  |)enaitie8 
of  the  violation  of  which  they  have  been  guilty. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  whenever  the  honour* 
able  Gentleman  fliall  think  fit  again  to  allude  to  the  afiair  of 
Tranent,  1  hope  he  will  do  fo  in  a  manner  that  diall  appear  to 
connedl  it  a  little  better  with  the  fuhjcdt  in  diicuffion.  The 
honourable  Gentleman  maintains  that  he  has  a  right  to  fpeal(; 
lad,  becaufe  he  is  the  mover  of  the  quedion  before  the  Houfe, 
Tl^at  indeed  has  been  ufual  sind  ^ydonaaryi  from  the  in^ 
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^algence  of  the  Houfe,  but  I  know  of  no  right  that  any  mem-  v 
bcr  has  to  ihfift  upon  it;  fo  far  is  it  from  being  fo  underftood^ 
that  I  have  known  many  inftances  in  which  the  mover  has  made 
3what  is  generally  termed  a  reply,  and  others  have  fpoken  after 
him.  The  honourable  Gentleman  has  already  made  two 
fpeeches,  and  perhaps  he  may  make  a  third,  but  I  deny  the. 
^-ight  he  lias  to  demand  a  third  hearing  upon  one  queftion*. 
He  complains,  however,  that  nobodv  has  chofento  anfwerhimt 
but  my  right  honourable  friend.  It  does  not  feem  to  me  diffi* 
calt  to  account  for  the  filence  of  which  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman complains :  thofe  who  might  at  firft  think  that  the  hon- 
ourable GeQtIeman's  fpeech  requiicd  an  anfwer,  ttiought  the 
flatement  aftewards  made  by  my  right  honourable  friend  was 
fiifficiently  convincing  to  the  Houfe  without  another  word  be- 
ing ut^ed  on  the  fubjcdl ;  for  little  indeed  need  be  faid,  ^  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  although  he  indotgdS  himfelf  confidcr- 
ably  in  the  dtfplay  ofadigreffivc  eloquence,  it  applied  to  any 
thing  but  the  fubjcft  in  debate,  cfpecially  in  his  laft  fpeech ;  he 
called  in  a  preifing  taunting  manner  for  a  reply,  although  hd 
efaumed  the  fight  of  fpeaking  lad.  He  feemed  alfo  to  lay  it* 
down  as  a  rule  that  members  of  parliament  ought  to  wait  for 
the  oprnk>R  of  lawyers  upon  the  prefent  queftion,  and  feemed 
to  be  pretty  confident  of  his  own  legal  knowledge;  although  he  is 
tiot  a  Jawyer;  true  it  is  indeed  that  he  pafied  part  of  his  early 
days  in  one  of  the  inns  of  court,  but  I  do  not  know  that  fucn 
of  us  who  are  not  lawyers  fliould  be  fiient  in  his  prefence  upon 
fuch  a  point  as  this ;  nor  db  I  unclerftand  by  what  rule  or 
principle  it  is  that  a  member  of  parliament,  who  is  not  a  law- 
yer, is  not  to  judge,  and  if  he  pleafes,  to  deliver  his  opinion  upoa' 
the  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  bccaufe  we  have  among  us  a  learned  ' 
judge,  and  many  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  and  great  and 
cfminetit  crown  lawyers.  I  ftiould  be  happy  to  hear  any  of 
thofe  profeflional  gentlemen  upon  any  legal  queftion.  I  have 
as  Jincere  a  xt{pc&.  for  their  authority  as  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman who  now  wifhes  to  hear  no  other;  but  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  I  am  not  bound  by  their  authority.  I  muft  judge 
for  royfclf.  '  Why  then,  having  fettled  the  queftion  of  right  to 
judge  and  fpeak  for  myfelf,  I  am  come  to  the  conftrudion  of 
the  ftatute  to  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  refers ;  and 
here  let  me  obfervc,  by  the  way,  to.  the  honourable  Gentle* 
inaa  who  ipeaks  fo  vauntingly  that  we  have  not  the  opinion" 
of  any  lawyer  in  our  favour,  there  is  not  the  opinion  of  any  • 
lawyer  againft  us.  I,  therefore,  an  tnlearned  man,  am  left  to 
form  my  opinion  as  well  as  I  can.  Indeed  the  honourable 
CcntJeman's  confiftency  is  a  little  dottbtfol,  for  by  one  part  of 
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his  fpeech  he  calls  upon  us  to  give  opinions^  and  in  another  he 

clirefts  us  td  wait  for  the  opinion  of  lawyers.  .  He  talks  a  good 

3eaJ  too  of  a  laugh,  which  feemecj  to  l)e  verjr  ofFcnfive  to  hiro* 

and  which  I  did  not  perceive  i  to  be  difconccrted  by  fuch  a  trifle, 

does  not  feem  to  me  to  be  very  confillcnt  witli  that  ftatc  of 

nerves  which  the  honouralilc  Gentleman  feemed  to  be  in  whi^e  1 

he  was  making  pretty  bold  aflertions.     He  feemed  aifo  to  infi-  ] 

nuate  that  this  praSice  of  laughter  will  keep  other  members  of 

this  Houfc  from  coming  among  u^todo  their  du^'y;  to  which 

I  can  only  anfwer,  that  1  ho^>c   they  have  a  belter  rcafon  foe 

ftaying  away  than  the  fear  t)f  being  laughed  at  if  they  return. 

The  ftatement  of  my  right  lionourable  friend  is  not  fairly, 
liable  to  the  obfervation  which  the  honourable  GepUeman  was 
pica  fed  to  make,  by  way  of  anticipation  upon  it.  My^ight 
honourable  friend  lays,  *'  Here  are  three  fecretaries  of  ftate,two 
of  them  exiftcd  liefore;  another  is  added. — Who  is  the  third, 
cither  of  the  former  two,  or  the  one  who  is  added  to  them  V. 
This  is  precifcly  the  cafe  which  we  are  now  debating ;  nor  is  it 
poiTible  fairly  to  (late  it  otherwife,  unlefs  it  could  be  proved  ttiat 
each  office  of  Secretary  of  State  has,  not  by  cuftom  and  coavc- 
Dience  for  pi  a£licai  purpofes,  but  by  law,  a  particular  defigna*  j 

tion,  department  and  divifion.     I  fay  the  office  of  Secretary  of  i 

State  has  no  fuch  department,  defignation,  or  divifion  by  law,  | 

but  is  in  the  legal  (enfe,  independent  of  any  fuch  diilinflion.. 
The  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  legal  fenfe,  depends  upon 
the  grant  and  the  delivery  of  the  feals  ;  the  title  of  the  office  is, 
**  One  ofhis  Majcfty's  principal  Secretaries  of  State/*  By  that 
grant  and  the  delivery  of  the  feals,  every  one  of  thefe  perfons  ^  j 

becomes  a  legal  drgan  to  counterfign  any  aft  of  ftatc,  and  he  is  > 

placed  afterwards  in  that  department  of  bufinefs,  which  his 
Majefty  in  his  wifdom  thinks  fit  to  allot  for  him.  This  is  the 
real  ftate  of  the  cafe,  and  has  been  uniformly,  the  practice,  nor 
is  there  any  limitation  of  the  number  of  Secretaries  of  State; 
they  have  frequently  been  of  diffi:rent  numbers,  as  mav  be 
fcen  in  different  periods  of  our  hiftory.  In  that  cafe  we  ftand 
now  as  we  originally  ftood-  But  the  honourable  Gentleman 
has  made  one  conceffion  in  his  fpeech  for  which  I  am  obliged 
to  him.     He  faid  it  would  be  arrogant  in  him   to  bring  this  t* 

matter  forward  after  what  had  been  fo  ably  faid  upon  it  when 
it  was  before  the  Houfe  a  confiderable  time  ago,  unlefs  he  could 
prove  that  fomething  had  appeared  fince  to  add  to  and  cad  nev 
light  upon  \(\  and  then  he  refers  to  the  report  of  the  com*  . 
mittec,  and  upon  it  h«  repeats  the  old  witticifm,  if  fo  it  can  be 
called,  "That  now  we  liave  a  Secretary  at  War  and  a  War  • 
gcxrrctary."    Perhaps  I  ought  to  be  afliamed  of  having  now  in 

my 
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my  ear  thefc  words  which  were  uttered  three  year^  ago;  I 
cannot,  however,  help  obfcrving  that  they  were  uttered  by 
gentlemen  who  were,  ar  Icaft,  as  much  maners  of  pleafantry  as 
the  honourable  Gentleman  ;  and  yet  thefe  gentlemen,  it  feems^ 
with  all  their  facukiesto  provoke  laughter,  arejiow  themfelves 
afraid  of  returning  to  their  duty  for  fear  of  being  laughed  at. 
The  honourable  Gentleman  relies  much  upon  the  language  of 
the  laft  report  of  the  committee  upon  offices,  and  triumphantly 
concludes  from  thence  that  my  right  honourable  friend  is  a 
.  third  Secretary  of  State.  To  which  I  anfwer,  the  language  of 
the  report  and  that  of  the  clerks  who  gave  their  evidence  before 
the  committee,  is  taken  merely  from  popular  acceptatipn  in  jhc 
common  fVyle  of  bufinefs,  and  has  no  reference  whatever  to  the 
real  and  legal  definition  of  tlie  office.  How  is  this  office  of  Se« 
crctary  conftitutcd  ?  By  the  grant  by  his  Majefty  and  the  de- 
livery of  tlie  feals.  Has  my  right  honourable  friend,  Mr* 
Dundas,  any  new  grant  as  Secretary  of  State  fince^  the  year 
1 791  ?  No.  Have  any  new  feals  been  delivered  to  him  ?  No, 
He  has  now  the  old  feals  and  the  old  grant.  I  fay  then  that 
according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  aft  of  the  6th  of  Anne,  a\y  right 
honourable  friend  has  riot  forfeited  his  right  to  fit  in  this  Houfe, 
and  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  a  right  to*  fpeak  a  third 
time,  he  would  hardly  be  able  to  perfuade  thw  Houfe*  that 
holding  the  old  grant  and  the  old  feals  conftitute  a  new  Secre- 
tary of  State,  merely  becaufc  he  happens  to  have  lefs  duty  now 
'  in  the  office  than  he  had  in  the  year  1701  ;  and  I  Ieave»  after 
this,  the  queftion  to  be  decided  on  whicfi  fide  the  quibbling.lies 
in  this  cafe.  Indeed  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  one  more 
reafon  to  fupport  his  propofition.  The  aft  of  parliament^ 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Burke,  ftated  that  the  office  of  third 
Secretary  of  State,  or  of  Secretary  to  the  Colonies,  (hould  be 
deemed  a  new  office.  My  right  honourable  friend  has  no- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  th^  Colonics,  and  therefore  the  hon- 
curable  Gentleman  might  conclude  that  he  {hould  be  deemed. 
Secretary  to  the  colonies.  But  after  all,  what  is  the  fpirit  of 
Mr.  Burke's  bill?  I  am  not  arguing  with  gentlemen  wbatja 
their  opinion  the  fpirit  of  that  bill  oijght  to  be,  but  what  it.  ac- 
tually is.  It  is  not  a  bill  to  reftrain  the  creation  qf  offices. ge- 
nerally.— Not  to  prevent  his  Majefty  even  froin  havirig  a  fhird 
Secretary  of  State  by  name.  But  it  llat^s  that  if  a  third  S;;c^^-t ,. 
tary  of  state,  or  Secretary  of  the  Plantation?  be  added  ;  .vybat.is 
die  rcfult,  that  fuch  an  appointrhe'ut  Is  againft  law  ?.  Kothjug"* 
like  it,  for  it  only  provides  that  fuch  ia"  Secretary  (hall  oot  fit  \r^  , 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Now  wljo  is  the  perfqn  who  is^tjie  ., 
third  Secretary  of  State?     A  member*  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 
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Gentlemen  may  fay,  that  the  siSt  of  parliament  to  which  I  am 
aHading  was  paffed  with  a  view  to  prevent  his  Majeftv's  influ* 
ence  being  extended  in  the  council  of  the  nation,  and  that  the 
third  Secretary  of  State  ought  to  have  no  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords  any  more  than  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  To  which 
I  anfwer  again,  that  we  rouft  look  at  what  the  law  is,  not  wha^ 
fpme  gentlemen  may  think  it  ought  to  be. 

The  other  part  of  the  honourable  Gentleman's  fpeech  was 
a  mixture  of  liberality  and  pleafantnefs.  He  takes  great 
merit  to  himfelf  for  not  moving  againft  thofe  members  of 
this  Houfe  who^  hold  employments  in  the  oiEce  of  my  right 
honourable  Friend.  I  do  not  know  how  much  they  teel 
themfelves  obliged  to  him,  and  I  leave  it  to  himfelf  to  (hew 
how  that  is  confiftent  in  a  gentleman  who  aflfures  us  he  is  ^ 
aSuated  only  by  a  fenfe  of  public  duty.  As  to  the  idea 
thrown  out  by  the  honourable  Gentleman,  that  Mr.  Dundas  *" 

may  be  confidered  -as  a  fort  of  Secretary  to  the  Duke  of  Port*  4 

land,  I  mud  obferve  again,  that  he  cannot  be  fo  confidered  ;  ^ 

that  the  whole  is  matter  of  arrangement  to  tranfad  the  pub* 
lie  bufinefs  more  conveniently  than  it  was  tranfa£ted  before, 
and  that  my  right  honourable  Friend  holds  the  fame  office  as 
he  did  formtfly,  but  tranfa£ls  now  only  part  of  what'lic  did 
before  the  new  arrangement.  In  a  word,  I  think  i(iis  a  cafe 
in  which  there  is  no  doubt ;  and  if  the  honourable  Gentle* 
man  thinks  it  would  have  been  arrogant  in  him  to  have 
brought  this  fubjeft  forward  without  fome  new  ground  to 
fupport  il,  the  fentence  is  one  which  ne  hds  pronounced  on 
himfelf,  and  which  othcrwife    I  fliould  not   have  thought  '^^ 

of  pronouncing  on  him. 

Mr.  liemty.  If  any  language  of  mine  has  appeared  tcr 
be  harfti  in  this  difcuflton,  the  »ult  is  not  mine,  it  arofe  out 
of  the  fubjed.  I  faid  this  was  a  job,  I  fay  fo  ftill,  becaufc 
I  think  fo.  I  faid  alfo,  that  I  (hould  have  been  arrogant  if  I 
brought  this  matter  forward  without  fome  new  ground  to 
fupport  me.  That  new  ground  I  had,  and  I  have  laid  it  be- 
fore this  Houfe.  It  is  in  the  difclofure  made  by  the  report 
of  the  Committee  to  which  I  have  referred.  That  report 
ftates,  that  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  War  Department  ^ 

cxiftcd  fince  the  1 1  th  of  July,  1794.  I  fay  this  juftifies  me 
in  the  ftatement  I  made.  1  know  I*  have  no  right  to  reply  ; 
but  I  am  contented  to  let  my  arguments,  poor  as  they  are, 
go  out, to  the  public,  and  oppofed  to  the  arguments  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  his  right  hon.  Friend* 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  fays,  that  I  faid,  I  thought  my 

friends 
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friends  would  be  afraid  of  being  laughed  at  if  they  returned 
to  this  Houfe.  I  faid  no  fuch  thing ;  and  now  that  I  an) 
upon  this  fubjedy  I  think  it  right  that  I  fliould  declare,  that 
i  have  aded  in  concert  with  no  body  of  men  whatever  in 
what  I  have  this  day  fubnutted  to  this  Qoufe,  I  fay  this  in^ 
order  that  the  whole  difgrace  and  abfurdity,  if  any,  fhould 
fall  upon  myfelf,  and  that  no  other  perfon  Ihould  have  any 
ifaare  of  it.  I  believe  my  friends  to  whom  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  alluded,  have  quitted  this  Houfe,  becaufe  they 
dejjpaired  of  being  able  to  do  any  good  in  it,  and  they  thought 
they  incurred  no  uaall  degree  of  blame  by  the  m^ority  for 
the  part  they  were  taking,  and  taking  without  profpeft 
of  fttccefs,  which  gave  them  great  uneafmefs.  When  they 
will  return,  how  they  will  return,  or  whether  they  will  re- 
turn at  all,  I  do  not  pretend  to  fay.  Why  indeed  they  are 
gone,  I  fay  ;  but  whether  they  will  come  back,  I  fhall  de- 
liver no  opinion  whatever.  I  certainly  never  was  authorilkd 
to  deliver  any  opinion  upon  the  fubje^. 

Lord  Hawkefiury  role,  he  faid,  in  confequence  of  what 
,  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  Gentleman,  Mr.  Tierney,  refpe£t- 
ing  the  melancholy  affair  of  Tranent,  and  with  a  view  to 
caution  the  Hoiife  againil  the  grofs  calumnies  and  malevo* 
lent  mifreprefentations  which  had  been  induftrioufly  circu- 
lated with  regard  to  that  bufinefs.  Should  an  enquiry  be 
ever  made  into  it  by  the  Houfe,  he  pledged  himfelf  to  prove 
to  the  fulleft  fatisfa&ion  of  the  Houfe,  that  the  troops  etn-* 
ployed  on  that  unfortunate  occafion,  fo  far  from  deferving 

^^       to  be  branded  with  any  epithets  of  repitoach,  would;  on  the 
^      contrary,  he  trufted,  have  the  fatisfaflion  of  hearing  that 

I  their  conduct  had  received  its  unanimous  approbation,  and 

indeed  their  behaviour  on  the  affair  in  queftion  was  fa  faf 
from  being  marked  with  wantennefs  and  cruelty,  that  hfc 
had  in  poffeflion  abundant  evidence  to  (hew  that  they  evinc- 
ed Ae  greated  patience  and  forbearance,  and  that  it  was  in 
every  refpeA  very  little  calculated  to  draw  on  them  the  abufe 
and  condemnation  which,  from  certain  quarters,  they  had  fp 

^  liberally  received. 

'^  Mr.  Tierney  begged  that  he  might  not  be  underftood  to 
have  delivered  any  opinion  on  the  condu6l  of  the  miliuryy 
or  to  have  pronounced  that,  on  the  occafion  alluded  to,  it 
was  juft  or  otherwife. — He  had  only  obferved  generally  that 
the  laws  which  were  favourable  to  the  views  of  government 
were  executed  with  alacrity  and  vigour,  and  evien  backed,  if 
hecefiary,  by  military  execution,  while  thofe  that  proteded 
Vol-  1. 1797.  M  the 
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|)ie  Ubq^ties  ap(l  ^pnvi^niencies  o£  t)i6  peoplf^  feemed:  to  bg 
^njfo^ed  with  ijelu^fianqe  or  ^ittrqly  oyer^l^Qd.  But  this 
wais  not  tb<  p^tt^qi  th^  tranla^^ion.which.pi^Qipfimy  ajrreft^ 
l^is  atleatio^ybut  2^  fubfequc^t  prpcecding,  ^heo  mon  we;r« 
Ia)oiv;n  to  be^  brib(4  ai\d  brought  £onyar4  to  ^^  <;v.id^pcc« 
and  i£  the  Lar4  AdvocafQ  allowctd  thejQi  to  giv^  ^Wdeo£& 
under  fuch  circumftances/the  Mloufe  would  knoiy.  wbatopir 
nloa'  to  entertain  of  hiscpodu^* .  Hpwevei:  difcouf^ed  he 
ipight  feel  tp  attempt  delivering.  )]a5  fpivtiin^n^,  bfi  would 
not,  however,  (hriok  from  QSt^pr^fling  them  relative  to  thi9 
buflnefs,  if  ever  it  was  facpugbt  hidfore  the  HpuffP  by.  th^  nobler 
Lord  (Hawkelbury.) , 

Mr.  Burden  (aid,   ike  ali{fay$  fell-  anxious  that  the  HQufe. 
Jbould  know  the  grounds,  upon  which  he  gave  his  vote  on  .this, 
a|s  well  as  on  every  other  occaGon«    He  rofe^  hov^evert  a(  pre* 
fent,  ipcrcly  to  juftify  the  proceedings,  of.,  th^  CQmmitt^e  q£ 
Finance,  or  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member,  and  on 
which  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr*'Tiemey)  h^  bi^ilt. 
the  principal .  argunients  of  his  fpeech  •   Thefe  argument  ^erc 
principally  taken  fix>n^  die  appc^ndix  to  this  report,  and  for  hi$, 
o;wn  part^  be  could,  fay  that  he  faw  ly^thing  in  ittliat  waj^fant-^ 
cd  the  inference  that  was  drawn  from  it  by  the  honpurablje> 
Gentleman.    By  the  members  of  that.Corpmitt^e  the  afmointr 
ments  under  dilcuiBon  were  viewed  only  ip  the  gpneraf  lig|it . 
of  ftatc  oflSccs,  nor  was  there  ever  hinted  ^ny.  tiling  refpe£Uug. 
a  legal  view  of  the  reCpeftive  fituatvopsio  which  ^NeiS^cretariea' 
of  State  were  placed  •  Nothingiould  therefcw.  he  deduced  ftom 
the  report  of  the  Committee  to  difentangle  the  litigated  pQint,or4 
to  prove  that  tlie  fituatlon  now  held  by  Mr^Dunda^  was  a  new 
office,  or,  that  that  right  honourable-G^ntlem^n  was  the  Third 
Secretary  of  State.   The  honourable  Gentleman  who  made  the  - 
prefent  motion  complained  that  he  was  difcpuraged  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  duty ,  /rom  not  receiving  the  countenance  of  what 
he  called  independent  members.  For  nispart,  he  had  longCpco 
niade  up  his  mind  refpefiing  the  tendency  of  the  financial  re- 
ports, nor  was  he  induced  to  alter  it  by  any.thing  that  had  fallen 
from  the  hon.  Gentleman.     He  faid  thus  muqh  to  (hew  that 
there  was  no  contpdiclipn  .in  the  vote  he  was  about  to  give 
againfl:  the  prefcnt  niotion,  as  he  woul(\  give  it  op  the. princi- 
ple which'  dire61ed  his  conduft  iti  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

M.  H.  Jddtkpon  rofe  to  give  additional  information  in  cor- 
roboration of  what  was  advanced  by  Lord  Hawkelbury  refpeft- 
ing  the  aiFair  at  Tranent.  He  was  in  Scotland  after  that  uii- 
fertunate  buAnefs  had  taken  place  ;  be  was  ac^uaipted  with 
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I  the  ms^illrates  who  had  aded  on  it,  and  had  beard  from  them 

that  nothing  could  be  more  temperate  ?nd  forbearing  than  the 

conduft  of  the  oflBcer  who  commanded  the  troops ;  he  cotild 

not  therefore  but  reprobate  the  mifchievous  mifreprefentations 

and  grofs  calumnies  that  were  heaped  upon  their  condnd  in 

^  ibme  of  the  newfpapers,  and  he  truded  it  would  be  fully  invef* 

.  ■  tigatfed,  when  it  Would  appear  that  riicir  behaviour  hid  bceii 

I  fuch  as  would  entitle  them  to  the  approbation  of  the  Houfe, 

and  to  the  gratitude  of  theit  country. 
'  Sir  PPUliam  Geary  faid,  that  it  was  evident  from  the  report  of 

the  Secret  Committee,  that  there  exifled  three  diftin<5l  appoint- 
ments to  the  offices  of  Secretrry  of  State,  and  that  thefe  appoint- 
ments were  acknowledged  under  the  abfolute  fi^nature  of  the 
perfons  who  held  them.  At  the  head  of  the  office  of  the  War 
department  appeared  Mr.  Dundas,  and  if  he  appeared  in  this 
L  new  department,  he  muft  n^Cturally  be  looked  upon  as  the  new 

}  -  Secretary  of  State  ;  but  he  did»  prefide  in  this  new  office,  and 
confequently  in  point  of  fad  and  in  common  fenfe,  he  muft  be 
regarded  as  the  new  Secretary  of  State.  As  to  the  tranfa£Uon 
being  denominated  a  job,  that  was  a  queiHon  not  now  before 
the  Hoofe,  though  he  would  not  hefiute  to  ftyle  it  fuch,  if 
the  place  was  proved  to  be  unneceflary.  This  was  the  light  irt 
which  he  viewed  tlie  bufiue{s,'and  his  confcience  dire£led  him 
to  vote  for  the  motion* 

Mr.  Titrnef  explained  again,  and  repeated  that  the  laws 
that  favoured  Government  were  enforced  by  military  exeqg- 
tiofi ;  that  it  was  by  no  means  bis  inteotion  to  criminate  the 
^  condufk  of  the  officers  in  the  affair  of  Tranent ;  his  ohje&ions 

^  wereag^inft  the  foidiers  who  had  been  bribed  to  give  evidence. 

Sir  fVHliam  Young  thought  a  parallel  cafe  to  that  now  under 
Afcuffion  had  taken  place  with  regard  to  a  noble  friend  of  his, 
who  had  pafled  fk>m  the  Home  to  the  Foreign  departgient. 
When  that  noble  Lord  was  removed  from  one  office  of  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  another,  there  was  certainly  no  idea  that  this 
change  could  be  regarded  as  a  creation  of  a  new  office.  In  like 
manner  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Duiidas)  had 
removed  from  one  office  to  another,  but  this  he  denied  to  be  a 
vp.^  creation  of  a  new  office.  On  this  ground  he  would  oppofe  the 
jaotion* 

The  queflion  was  now  called  for,  and  the  Houfe  divided  on 
Mr.  Ticrney*s  motion.  ^ 
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WEDNESDAY,   NOV.  8,   I797. 
VOTE  OF   THANKS   TO   ADMIRAL   LORD   DUNCAN.  -^ 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Lords  to  be  fum- 
ihoned  ;  and  Liord  VifcOnntUuncan  being  in  his  place,  the 
Lord  Chancellor^  in  purfuance  of  the  order  of  the  Houfe,  of 
Friday  lady  gave  his  Lordfliip  the  ^thanks  ai  the  Houfe,  as 

follow  ;   (viz.) 

<■  Lord  Vifcoimt  Duncan, 
<<  I  am  commanded  by  the  Lords  to  give  your  Lurdfliip  the  Thanks  of 
this  Houfe,  for  your  able  and  gallant  condu^  in  the  brilliant  and  decifive 
viftory  obtained  over  the  Dutch  Fleet,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  O^ober  laft  j 
<a8  well  as  Tor  the  zeal,  courage,  and  perfeverance,  which  you  have  unU 
ftrmly  roani&fted  during  the  aidnou$  period  In  which  you  hiave  command-  ^ 

f£i^  his  Majefty*s  Fleet  in  the  North  Sea.  . 

^'^f*  At  the  fanne  time  that  this  vote  pafled  unanimouily,  tbetr  Loid/hipa 
were  pieced  to  order,  <  That  all  the  reers  (hould  be  Ammoned  to  attend 
'tfie  Houfe  on  the  occafion  :*  a  diftih6(ion  unprecedented,  but  called  for  by 
the  general  admiration  your  conduft  has  inipired,  and  ftrongly  expre(!ive 
of  that  peculiat'  fatiefaaion  which  the  Peers  muft  feel  upon  your  Lprd(hip*t 
promotion  to  a  diftineuifhed  feat  in  this  Houfe. 

'  **  Splendid  in  all  its  circiimftances  as  the  vi£lory  obtained  bv  his  Ma* 
jefty^s  Fleet  under  your  command  has  been,  important  as  it  muft  prove  in 
its  confequences  to  the  fecurity  of  all  his  Majelty*s  dominions,  and,  under 
the  divine  blefling,  to  the  favourable  iifue  of  the  arduous  conteft  iu  which 
'i&iey  are  engaged  $  the  magnitude  and  luftre  of  thefe  cpnfiderations  hava 
iiot  Co  occupied  the  obfervation  of  the  Lords  as  to  make  them  unmindful 
of  tbeconftant  vigilance  with  which  your  Lordlhip  had,  in  the  whole  courfe 
•f  your  command  for  three  fucceflive  feafons,  watched  and  fruftrated  every  ^ 

deuen  of  the  enemy ;  nor  the  manly  fortitude  with  which  you  had  fuftain.  ^• 

fd  tne  temporary  defeAion  of  the  greater  part  of  your  force  j  nor,  above 
all,  that  undaunted  refolution  with  which,  at  fo  momentous  a  crifis,  yotf 
proceeded  to  check  and  to  conttoul  the  prefumptuous  hopes  of  the  ensmy . 
'  "  Thefe  are  merits  in  which  fortune  can  claim  no  ibare )  they  fprihg 
from  that  energy  of  mind  and  that  ardent  love  of  your  country  which  has 
direAed  your  own  condud,  an^  animated  the  officers  and  men  under  your 
command,  to  thofe  exertions  which  are  entitled  to  every  teftimony  of  pub'i^ 
lie  gratitude  and  applaufe.** 

Lord  Vifcount  Duncan  replied  as  follows  ; 

<«  My  XA>rds,  ^ 

<<  Not  accullonned  to  fpeak  in  public,  though  my  feelings  are  great,  my 
words  muft  be  few. 

'  "  Deeply  impreiTed  as  I  am  with  the  high  honour  this  right  honourable 
Houfe  has  been  pleafedto  confer  on  me,  I  ihall  only  fay,  that  I  acknow- 
ledge It  with  the  moft  profound  refpe^,  and  feel  much  gratified  by  it. 

**  To  you,  my  Lord,  my  beft  thanks  are  due,  for  tlie  very  flattering 
and  polite  manner  Tou  have  been  plcafcd  to  convey  to  me  tb^  rcToIutions  of 
thia  Houfe/* 

THife 
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The  Duke  of  Clarence  moved,  That  the  fpecch  of  the 
ijoxA  Chancellor  and  of  Admiral  Lord  Vifcoifnt  Duncan 
ib<iuld  be  entered  on  the  Journals. — Ordered. 

ADDRESS  ON  PAPERS  RELATIVE  TO  THE  LATE  NEOOCIA- 
TXON  FOR  PEACE  WITH  THE  FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 

The  oitler  of  the  day  for  taking  into'  confideration  the 
Papers  relative  to  the  Negociation  «t  Ltfle  being  read, 

Lord  GremfilU  faid,  I  am  perfuaded,  my  Lords,  that  the 
confideiation  of  the  papers  which  by  his  Majcfty's  direc- 
tions have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe,  can  occaflon  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  this  Houfe ;  it  can  only  infpire  but 
one  fenttment  in  every  breaft.  I  am  perfuaded  that  every 
man  muft  feel  that  the  honour  and  the  fafety  of  the  country 
admit  but  of  one  line  of  condu£l.  We  are  not  called  upoii 
L  now  to  bear  our  teftimony  to  any  merits,  however  high,  nQ|^ 

}  to  beftow  refped  and  attention  where  refpe(9:  and  attenti^Jr*'* 

\  are  moft  due.  ^  We  are  called  upon  to  difcharge  a  duty  of  a 

more  extenfive'kind,  and  of  more  general  importance,  Wc  . 
are  called  upon  to  perform  a  moft  folemn  a£l  of  deliberation^ 
and  to  follow  it  up  with  a  pledge  of  moft  facrcd  obligation^ 
I  hope  that  before  any  noble  Lord  gives  hbaffent  to  this' 
pledge,  he  will  weigh  maturely  the  confequences  to  which  k 
leads,  and  the  ties  which  it  impofes.  I  truft  that  no  man  ia 
this  Houfe  wiH  confider  it  as  a  light  and  trivial  zGt  which  lie 
performs  ;  I  truft  that  no  man  will  incur  the  obligation  who 
does  not  intend  to  difcharge  it  to  its  utmoft  extent  with  fidelity^ 
^  and  to  maintain  it  at  every  rilk ;  and  that  he  will  recollefl  that 

\   ^  the  pledge  includes  a  promiie  of  fupport  to  our  common  So* 

^  yereign,  whofe  throne,  not  only,  but  whofe  facred  life,  as  well 

I  ^asthe  honour  and  independence  of  the  country,  involving  at 

the  fame  time  the  caufe  of  civil  fociety,  and  the  intereft,  not 
I  of  Great  Britain  alone,  but  of  all  Europe,  are  at  ftake«     I 

am  convinced  that  fuch  is  the  light  in  which  the  meafure  I 
am  about  to  propofe  will  be  viewed  by  every  man  withia 
thefe  walls,  and  that  the  impreflion  which  the  perufal  of 
.  thefe  papers  has  left  on  my  mind,  is  indelibly  fixed  in  every 

■V*  heart.     If  there  are  any  noble  Lords  who  have  abfcnted 

themfelves  upon  this  occafion,  I  ^m  convinced  that  they 
.  cannot  have  remained  fmgular  in  the. opinion  they  have 
formed  upon  the  tranfa<5Uons  to  which  thefe  documents  al- 
lude, and  that  if  they  have  withdrawn  themfelves,  it  is  be- 
caufe  they  are  unwilling  to  confefs  what  they  no  longer  have 
t\kt  confidence  to  deny. 

f  Such 

I 

I- 
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Such  being  my  convi^on  of  the  temper  and  fentittients  b( 
the  Houfcy  it  wtJl  not  be  neceffary  for  me  to  detain  your  LomI- 
ihips  long  with  any  remarks  upon  the  papers  oo  your  table,  or 
with  much  argument  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  the  addrefiT 
vrhich  I  (hall  prbpofc*  It  wilF  not  fce  neccflary  for  me  to  fol- 
low the  documents  through  all  their  detarls,  to  point  out  the  in- 
fensnces  which  diey  naturally  prefeot.  '  In  tfudi,  every  one  of 
your  Lordihips  muft  feel  that  diere  is  femethingin  the  general 
afpe£^  more  convincing  than  even  the  (Irong  conclafioi)  and  ir« 
refifiible  influence  that  arife  from  the  whole  details.  It  is  not 
from  the  particular  charader  of  every  individual  a6l,  from  th^ 
vniforni  impreffion  which  every  (ingje  document  leaves  behind 
it,  that  we  are  to  derive  that  general  convidioh  on  which  our 
opinion  is  to  reft,  and  by  which  oar  conduct  is  to  be  directed.  ' 
The  general  complexion  of  the  enemy's  condud,  the  andif- 
Q^ifed  views  which  they  entertain*  fpeak  more  fttongly  than 
|H  coUeftionof  infulatedfaidls.  Upon  that  furvey  I^  flioald 
Ir  contented  to  reft  the  juftificatfon  of  paft  meafures  and  the 
propriety  of  our  future  fyftem,  although  the  minute<letaib  were 
lefs  convincing  and  lefs  fatisfertEiory  than  they  will  be  found. 
*  Tlie  fteps  taken  on  the  pait  of  this  country  during  the  ne^ 
elation,  I  contend,  were  open,  fair,  and  manlyi  and  fuch  as 
ihould  beft  conduce  to  the  attainment  of  a  (afe  and  hooourable 
peace.  This,  the  papers  before  their  Lordfhips  will  beft  fisyb- 
ibntiate:  the  Projet  held  forth  by  his  Majefty  as  the  £tpuncl 
work  of  an  admiflible  peace,  was  amongft  them,  and  by  it 
would  he  feen,  better  than  by  any  thing  I  can  detail,  the  fair, 
moderate,  and  candid  propofals  made  by  his  Majefty.  Let  the 
reciprocal  condu6l  of  the  two  governments  on  this  occafion  be 
for  a  moment  compared,  it  will  be  inftantly  feen  to  whicb 
party  the  failure  of  the  negocmtbn  is  to  be  attributed:  let  the 
refpe£tive  condudl  of  the  parties  fince  the  negociatioil  was 
broken  off  be  alfb  weighed,  let  the  publications  of  the  enemy 
refpeding  that  event  be  confidered  ;  they  appear  like  the  lying 
romances  of  an  extravagant  novel.  Contraft  thefe  with  the 
xnodt  taken  by  the  government  of  Britain  to  promulgate  the 
circumftances  and  merits  of  the  negpciation,  they  have  laid  the 
papers  and  documents  themfelves,  which  pafted  between  the 
parties,  before  the  world,  and  thefe  papers  exhibit  a  fully  ex- 
pKcit,  and  detailed  account  of  the  whple  tranfa<Stion.  It  would 
appear  by  thefe,  that  the  principle  of  compenfation  was  at  firft 
underftood  by  both  governments  to  be  the  bafis  of  negociiation ; 
but  from  this  the  French  government  took  an  early  opportuhity 
to  recede. 

In  calling  your  attention  therefore  to  the  papers  before  yoUf 
Lcudihips,  I  /hall  not  trpubie  you  with  minute  detail.    I  ihall 

not 
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!  i»ot  dwell  upon  the  condud  of  the  enemy,  even  in  the  verf 

I  commencement  of  the  late  pegociation.    Although  by  the  prs^ 

Jimioaries  of  p^ce  folemnly  agreed  upon  between  them  and  the 
Emperor,  botH  parties  obliged  themfelves  to  invHp  their  refpec-' 
tive  allien  to  meet  in  a  general  congrofs  to  fettle  a  pneliminarjp 
r  peace,  thi&  agreement  was  openly  violated.     Even  U  Undne  it 

^f-  was  obvious,  that  they  fuhmittcd  to  accept  the  proffer  of  a  ne^ 

gociation  for  peace  with  this  countryv  but  becaufe  they  knew* 
that  fuch  was  the  general  temper  of  the  people  of  France,  tha( 
I  they  could  not  venture  to  rrfufe  acceding  to  it.     They  how- 

ever wpuld  only  confent^  to  enter  into  a  negociation  for  a  defi- 
nitive peace  with  this  country,  and  inthe  firft  infhince ti>ey  de* 
iiredit  might  be  a  feparate  peaco,  butLthat  his  Majcily  imme* 
diately  rejeded,  being  determined  to  take  care  of  the  intereftt 
of  his  ally  the  Queen. of -Portugal,  and  to  pot  ^hc  French  Re«^ 
pubdic  on  an  equal  footing  intimated,  that  he  wcuM  allovr 
them  to  treat  for  Spain  an4  Holhod  their  allies.    This  point 
adjufted,  another  dafietence  aiofe:  contrary  to  the  eftal>H(lie9' 
u£i^  of  all 'negociation,  they  objeded  tadie  taking  into  oon-^ 
fideratioo.  of  exifting  treaties  vvith  others^  though  in  fome  in- 
Aaucpi,  France  was  arpaity  .to.  tbcm.  and  a  guarantee.    Sincere- 
ly anxious. to.  rcftore  peace,  hisMsyefty  condefcended.  to  over* 
IoQk.thefe;^flb:nJllieft9  newvand  ynprecedented  as  they  were  s, 
but  the  French  Dircftory  defeated  in  their  firft  obje^,  were'' 
obliged  to  proceed  in  the  negociattori.     In  the  pafTport  which 
was  fent  over  for  the  perfbn  wlx>m*  his-Maje(ly  was  to  fend  t« 
treat,  the  fiarm  wa$adtre<S  and  intentional  departure  from, 
ppfitive  agreement,  fnom  all  decency  ai|d  veftabU(hed  qufiom^ 
It  exprefsly  guarded  againft  the  idea  of  a  preliminary  peace,' 
and  without  any  purpoTe  but  that  of  a  perfidious  determination 
to  throw  every  obAacIe  in  the  way  of  peace,  limited  the  ohje(£k 
of  the  negociation  to  a  definitive  peace  only,  though  the  md^ 
ment  the  negociation  was  opened,  tkey  departed  from  their 
owfi  flipulation,  and  commenced  with  the  prc^fal  and  dif* 
cuffion  of  preliminary  points.     I  fball  pafs  over  with  equal 
contempt  the  bafe  and  unworthy  infinuation  which,  in  the 
early  part  of  the,  correfpondence  of  the  French  government  was^ 
tl^rown  out. againft  the  chara&er  of  the  perfon  whom  his  N][a-« 
jefty  had  choten  to  conduft  the  negociaticxiw    That  nol)lc  Lord 
has  (hewi)  by  his  able  condu^  in  the  former  negociation,  and* 
by  die  ftill  more  able  manner  in  which  he  Jiad^aded  under  the. 
V(;ry  difficult  circumftances  that  diftinguiihed  the  laO,  that  if 
any  proof  were  wantine,  if  any  pledge  were  required  of  his*  ta-* 
lents  and  his  fitnefs  for  managing  the  great  concerns  which 
were  confided  to  his  care,  no  man  could  be  fo^d  who  could 

better 
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b  etter  fupport  the  dignity'of  bis  own  charader  and  ptoteA  the 
jilterefts  rfhis  country.  His  condufl  in  thp  whole  of  the  ar- 
duous and  unprecedented  tafk  which  devolved  upon  him  ;  his 
whole  life,  fpent  with  honour  in  a  public  fituation,  evince. at 
.  once  the  merit  of  the  choice  and  the  malignant  motives  of  tho^ 
accufation.     Rut  even  from  this  pitiful  inunuation  may  be  ga»  <« 

fliered  the  temper  which  the  enemy  brought  into  the  negocia- 
tion^  and  the  cataftrophe  wUch  they  were  defirous  to  pr^uce. 
Eager  to  rake  up  every  article  of  former  difference,  every  point 
of  former  oonteft,  they  gave  proof  at  once  of  the  new  difficul- 
ties which  they  would  ratfe,  and  the  new  grounds  of  animofity 
which  they  would  excite* 

I  come  now,  however,  to  more  important  topics,  to  the 
fiegociation  itfelf.  I  will  not  dwell  on  the  ynexampled 
KWality  of  the  condud  of  his  Majefty  in  direfting  alraoft 
in  the  firft  interview  between  the  Plenipotentiaries,  a  full  ^ 

and  detailed  plan  to  be  given  in  of  the  terms  upon  which  he 
was  willing  to  conclude  Peace.    The  paper  is  upon  your  ♦' 

table,  read  and  determine  for  yourfelves  on  its  nature  and  its 
character.  Examine  and  compare  it  with  the  reprefentation 
given  of  it  by  the  enemy  in  a  paper  from  high  authority,  and 
piiblifhed  in  an  official  paper. — (See  the  "  letter  forgot  at 
JLffie**  in  the  public  papers,  Saturday,  OSober  14«)  1  Ihall 


*  The  foUo^'tn\(  Is  Juppofed  to  hi  the  Litter  aUndid  H  hy  his  Lordjiip.    It 
itppeared  in  the  REDACT  EUR^  the  nfficial  paper  of  the  Fremch  Dtredory^ 

LfiTTER   FROM   LORD   MALMESBURY  TO   LORD*  •  •,   FORGOT   AT- 

LISLK,  TRANSLATED   FROM   THE    ENGLISH.  ^  ^ 

I  am  about  to  leave  France,  my  Lord,  and  before  I  can  account  to  the 
Kingt  mv  mafter,  and  to  the  mailer  of  my  King,  of  the  honourable  mi£. 
fion  whicn  I  have  jnft  dlfcharged  at  Lifle,  I  feel  myfelf  impelled  to  depofit 
in  confidence  with  you  a  number  of  details  which  cou^d  not  form  part  of 
an  official  account.  It  is  neceiTary  that  before  my  arrival,  you  (hould 
prepare  in  my  favour  the  opinion  of  the  public,  which  prejudice  might 
aixdead.  For  this  purpoTe,  I  muft  lofe  no  time  in  telling  you  what  I  hava 
done,  what  I  mean  to  do,  and  what  I  conceive  ftill  remains  to  be  done. 
After  ^Q  great  an  event  in  my  political  life,  I  muft  alfo  unveil  to  you  fiil} 
farther  that  foul  of  your  friend  wh«nr.  you  have  known  fo  long,  but  who, 
I  will  venture  to  fay,  muft  gain  in  proportion  as  he  is  knbwn*  I  have  no 
accafion,  as  a  preltminaiy  point,  to  ai(k  your  forgivenefs  for  fbme  reflec-  ^ 

lions  flattering  to  myfelf,  which  Aeccflarily  will  fall  from  me  in  the  courie  ' 

of  this  rccitaK  Yet  how  can  I  fpcak  of  my  Negociatlon  at  Lifle  without 
talking  of  my  own  gloiy  ?  This  in  the  eye  of  envy  might  be  deemed  pride  { 
but  it  is  only  a  candid  avowal  in  the  eftimation  of  friendftiip.  It  is  very 
frue  that  the  refult  of  the  Negociation  is  not  very  well  calculated  tor  im* 
prefs  this  concluiion  ofi  the  minds  of  the  vulgar  \  but  you  who  know  that 
Turenne  ac<|aired  (greater  glory  by  his  i-ecrcau  than  by  hit  vii^rics«  and 

tbc 
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not  make  any  remarks  upon  the  indecency  of. the  mode  which  • 
the  enemy  adppted  to  make  known  to  the  world  what  they 
-wifli^d  to  be  coilfidcred  as  a  ftatement  of  the  terms  and  con- 
du£l  of  the  negociation.  It  (hewed,  however,  the  contempt 
-which  they  entertained  for  their  country  and  for  the  negoci- 
ation, and  every  appearance  of  decorum,  when  they  could ' 

think 

the  temporiiing  Fabius  by  what  he  dii>  not  do,  than  To  many  illuftrious 
generals  by  what  they  have  done,  will  not  judge  of  mc  like  tlic  vulgar. 

Here,  perhaps,  it  is  proper  to  revert  to  my  fiift  journey  to  Paris,  for 
with  this  the  whole  is  conne^ed ;  it  forms  one  great  fcheine.  At  this 
period  no  great  pains  were  employed  to  prove  to  the  Englifti  nation,  that 
a  ferious  defire  of  ptace  was  cnteitained.  Upon  the  lall  occafion  a  little 
more  fincerity  was  difplaycd  without  a  greater  portion  being  fch. — You 
know  all  this  as  well  as  me. 
L  At  both  the  periods  to  which  I  have  alluded  it  was  important,  however, 

I  to  the  Englifli  Government,  that  its  pacific  intentions  (hculd  in  England 

^  beconfidered  as  real. — ^Thc  people,  who  cannot  help  feeing  that  it  is  in* 

fome  meafure  for  their  caufe  that  the  French  fight ;  the  merchants,  who 
are  inclined  to  be  much  more  affe^^cd  by  the  inrerefts  of  their  commerce 
than  thofe  of  the  French  Nobles  and  their  noble  Pretender ;  all  thofe  ar- 
dent friends  of  liberty,  the  number  of  which,  according  to  Barke,  who 
wzs  extremely  converfant  in  this  fubjcft,  amounted  to  So, 000  in  the  city  of 
London  alone*  ;  all  the  enemies  of  arbitrary  power,  both  thofe  who  wifti 
for  another  Conftitution,  and  thofe  who  are  fatisfied  with  the  prefcnt,  but 
who  wifti  that  Mr.  Pitt  wonid  be  fatisfied  \-  irh  it  hkcwife,  and  who  would 
be  very  glad  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  a6l  formed  an  effential  part  of  it  j 
tbofe  Irimmen  iacorrigible  in  their  love  for  independence  j  the  Scots  al- 
ways gloomy  5  in  a  word  all  that  innumerable  multitude  which  can  never 
comprehend  why  the  Britifli  Government  has  inteiftred  with  the  difpules 
^  of  r  ranee,  and  by  what  right  it  ftill  continues  to  inttrfete  in  them  at  the 

r     .  expence  of  the  blood  and  treafure  of  England  ;  fo  many  complaints,  fo 

[  many  diicont^nrs  j  above  all  the  neceflity  of  procuring  money  to  ftipport 

!  tbe  war  they  wilhed  ^  prolong  ;  all  thefe  cOQfiderations  were  of  fufiicient 

weigbc  to  induce  ^Ilnifters  to  make  peace,  or  rather  to  make  fome  attempts* 
to  conclude  a  peace  which  they  did  not  wilh  to  obtain. 

Thus  to  have  the  appearance  of  defiring  peace  without  wifliing  to  ob- 
tain it,  of  detcfting  war  while  hedefired  it  fincerely,  f»jch  was  the  problem 
which  it  was  neceflfary  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  folvc  before  the  eyes  of  the  people  • 
of  England,     I  was  pitched  upon  to  facilitate  the  fojuiion. 

All  the  world  agrwd  that  the  choice  was  happy  j  my  long  diplomatic 
labours  in  PruHia  and  in-Holland,  the  graviiy  ot  my  carriaoe  which  never 
betrayed  what  palTed  in  my  mind  :  my  invincible  habit  of  concealing  what 
**••»  I  thought,  and  of  thinking  only  a«  I  was  taught,  fcemed  to  promife  the 

fiiccefji  which  was  cxpcfted  :  I  ai rived  at  Paris  with  a  fplendid  nain,  there 
J*  found  men's  mind;»  in  an  excellent  difpofiiion.  The  Journalilh  feemed 
to  be  pcrfcft.  I  only  found  that  toey  were  too  liberal  in  theij'  panegyrics 
opon  me.  I  intimated  to  them  wiih  acknonMledgntints  that  I  prefciTcd  de- 
fivring  to  obtaining  their  praifes,  and  entieated  them  to  be  more  moderate 

.•  This  is  a  miftake.    This  number  Mr.  Burke  Hates  in  the  country  in 

gieaeral.  ^ 

VpL.I.  J797.  N  itt 
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think  it  fufEcient  to  treat  fuch«  fubjedl  with  levity.  ^  Judge^ 
then,  whether  his  Majefty  has  thought  proper  to  fport  thus 
with  the  interefts,  with  the  ^nxiety,  and  with  the  feelings  of 
the  country.  Judge  if  he  has  thus  attempted  to  withhold  the 
fatisfadion  which  it  was  natural  for  the  public  to  expe£t  upon 
an  event  of  fuch  importance ;  his  Majedy  has  laid  before 

not 

in  future  j  fome  of  them  obeyed  reluctantly  ;  the  greater  number  could 
not  prevail  upon  ihemrdves  to  comply  with  my  requeih 

The  jjrand  point,  as  you  know,  was  to  put  the  ncgocintion  in  tniin» 
for  thofe  who  fciiourty  wifhetl  for  peace,  might  entvTtain  hopes  of  what 
might  be  its  rtlult.  Thofe  who  did  not  wifli  for  it,  knew  wcfll  what 
means  would  be  employed  'to  prevent  its  accomplifiiment.  In  the  mean 
time,  however,  ii  was  eafy  to  obtain  miney  by  virtue-  of  the  old  adage  of 
governments — ihiit,  in  order  to  negociate  Peace  with  advantage,  it  wa« 
neceffary  to  prt  pai  e  for  war.  / 

Unfortunately  the  Negociation,  the  fecret  of  which  was  entrufted  to  me, 
was  of  fuch  a  nature  as  would  have  been  terminated  in  24  hours ;  for  I 
was  inftrutkd  to  make  demands  incompatible  with  the  French  Conftitu- 
tiition,  ind  I  had  no  real  powers  even  for  that.     But,  to  open  a«Negocia-  ] 

tion  and  put  an  end  to  it  the  fame  moment,  wa&  at  once  a  ridiculous  thing 
anvl  coniiary  to  the  objeft  which  Mr.  Piit  propofed  : — a  Aroke  of  genius 
extricated  n.e  f:om  this  dilemma.  I  was  aware  that  the  mailer  piece  of  art 
was  here  to  open  the  Negotiation  without  beginning  it  ( entamer  fans  la 
cemmencer)  t  and  for  this  purpofe  to  propofe  a  queftion  which  could  not  be 
anfwered,  and  by  this  mtans  provoke  another  to  which  I  ihould  not  reply« 
What  think  you  I  propofed  in  writing  to  the  French  Negociator  as  the 
principle  of  compenfation  ? — And  in  the  name  of  whom  I  received  for  an- 
swer, "  By  what  powers  do  you  fpeak  of  the  principle  of  compenfation  ?" 
I  replied,  •*  I  on  my  fide  wifti  to  know  what  is  your  principle,  and  then  I 
will  tell  you  what  are  my  powers,"  To  which  it  was  replied:  **  Firft 
ihew  us  your  power  to  propofe  fuch  a  queAion,  and  then  we  will  acquaint  ^ 

you  with  our  principle  to  refolvc  it."  ^ 

It  is  clear  that,  according  to  fuch  a  mode  of  argumentation,  there  was 
no  reafon  on  earth  for  ever  coming  to  a  conclufion  ;  for  there  was  none 
even  for  ever  beginning.  Nothing  could  be  better  than  this  !  Neverthc- 
lefs  it  was  to  be  apprehended,  left  the  impatience  naiujat  to  FiVnchmen 
fhoiHd  put  an  end  in  one  day  to  a  game  fo  puerile.  It  was  ntctfiary  (to 
gain  time ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  true  wdy  was  10  take  time.  Of  this 
expedient  I  availed  myfeif  with  rare  liagacity,  I  declare  that,  from  thena. 
ture  of  my  inftruftions,.  and  alfo  in  oider  to  proceed  with  greater  difcre- 
tion,  I  was  obliged,  on  every  anfwer,  and  on  every  queftion  of  the  French 
Negociator,  to  lend  a  Coufier  to  my  Court ; — in  the  interval  every  thing 
was  fufpended.  w 

It  was  this  circumftance  which  gave  rife  to  the  caricature,  to  fay  the  I 

truth,  rather  too  ludicrous,  in  which  I  was  reprefented  receiving  a  vifit 
from  M.  Delacroix,  who  politely  alks  me,  •*  My  Lord,  how  do  you  do?** 
and  to  which  I  anfwer,  ftill  prel'erving  the  exprefTion  of  my  acknowledge^ 
mcnts,  **  I  am  fenfible  of  the  honour  done  me  by  ^our  Grace,  but  be  lx> 
good  as  wait,  I  entreat  you,  till  I  know  the  intentions  of  my  Court  on  chat 
head.'*  I  fmiled  at  the  epigram  ;  it  did  not  difconcert  my  plan  \  and  I 
even  ought  to  confefs^  to  the  honour  of  the  French,  that  I  was  very  fuffici* 

eiitly 
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the  public  the  whole  of  the  documents,  and  on  thefe  he  de- 
•  fires  you  to  judge.     Read  the  papers  on  the  table,  and  fay, 

whether  the  proj eft  they  contain  be  a  projcft  in  blanksy  or 
whether  it  be  a  full  and  fair  ftatetncnt  of  the  terms  to  which 
his  Majefty  was  willing  to  agree  its  the  bafis  of  the  negocia- 
tion  ? — This  projefl,  however,  being  delivered,  the  French 

i  ^      government 

I  -*  .    .-■  .    .  ,».,,..-,■■„ 

cntly  revenged.  It  is  inconceivahle  how  "many  writers  among  a  people 
^ho  pals  f.M  being  fo  witty,  nndertook  to  prove  very  fciioiifly  that  nothing 
could  be  more  to  the  purpofc  than  ail  I  iaid,  and  that  unqueltionably  there 
was  nothing  to  be  laughed  at  in  the  wholv  matter. 

You  know  what  followed.  The  Ficnch  Neg<iciator,  tired  of  thefe  delays, 

which  I  prolonged  with  a  great  deal  of  addreiip,  at  lart  confented  to  quit 

thepi/fiUGii  he  hud  taken. — He  declared  that  from  a  love  of  peace  he  was 

about  to  anl'wcr  a  queftion  which  was  obftinately  forced  upon  him  contrary 

I  to  ail  principle.     He  fald,  in  fac^,  that  the  French  government  would  wil- 

1  lingly  admit  the  principle  ot  comptnlation,  but  I  was  prtHed  to  declare  ia 

I  iny  turn  whntwerc  the  com (lenfat ions  I  had  to  prelent.       ^ 

t  I  was  afflj^td  beyond  mtafure  I  confefs,  at  the  rapid  turn  which  the  ne- 

gotiation had  then  been  conftrained  to  take.  I  devifed  means,  however,  ta 
liifpend  it  ftill  5  and  by  the  affillance  of  my  notes,  which  wwe  very  infignifi. 
cant,  and  my  couriers,  which  were  very  flow  in  returning  with  their 
anfwers,  which  truly  were  very  frivolous,  I  protrafled  tlie  definitive  mo- 
ment. It  then  became  neoeffny  to  anfwcr,  that  I  demanded  by  way  of 
compenfation  in  the  name  of  the  Emperor,  from  vihom  I  had  no  powers, 
what  he  would  not  have  ventured  to  afk  tor  himfelf,  the  restitution  of  what 
France  had  taken  from  him,  and  what  the  French  conftituticn  did  n^et  per- 
init  to  be  reftored. 

This  anfwer  produced  a  dccifion  ngainft  me.     I  received  orders  to  de- 
part ;  but  I  had  feemed  to  negociate  f^  r  three  months.    I  entertained  hopct 
^  of  being  able  to  perfuade  the  people  of  England  in  my  turn,  that  it  was  to 

^  ;  France  aktne  that  the  continuance  of  the  war  could  be  imputed.     At  lafi-, 

I         •        however,  notfo  mention  the  fincere  regret  of  Meot  and  the  dancers  of  the 
1  opera,  I  had  the  confolation  on  quitting  Paris  to  fee,  that  fome  Frenchmen 

!  (who  could  believe  it  I),  and  a  multitude  of  new  converts  to  the  Catholic 

religion,  aocompanied  with  their  vows,  their  prayers,  and  nlmoft  with,  their 
tearf ,  the  Englilh  negociator  returning  to  his  heretical  country. — Ah  !  ex- 
i  claimed  >  I,  if  it  is  without  reafon,  it  is  not  without  pretext  that  the  king, 

iny  mader,  perfitts  in  always  ftiling  himfelf  king  of  France,  iince  he  has  fo 
many  fubjefts  in  the  French  Republic. 

All  the  world  knows  what  happened  at  London,  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Pitt 
to  perfuade  the  country  that  all  the  fault  was  on  the  fide  of  the  French ;  the 
iublime  replies  of  Fox,  the  energetic  and  humorous  replies  of  Shendan,  the 
eloquent  replies  of  Erikine,  and  the  humourous  replies  of  Grey,  and  the 
artifices  employed  to  reprefcnt  as  an  excellent  bargain  a  loan  which  was  io 
dear,  and  to  hold  out  as  fufficient  a  loan  which  was  'inadtquate  for  one  half 
cf  the  public  ijcceiruiei  i  and  the  ftil;  cncreafing  public  d  (content,  and  the 
clamour^  en  account  of  the  wretched  (Ute  of  the  national  reprefentation, 
tl:e  fisiinentation  of  the  Cat  holier ;  the  expedition  againft  Ireland,  which 
was  happily  dlfconcerred  only  by  the  unfavourable  weather,  did  not  fail, 
however,  to  fpread  lefs  difmay  all  over  Great  Britain.  From  all  thefe 
caui'es  combined,  it  was  quickly  perceived  that  it  wouki  be  neceifary  anew 

N  1  t» 
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gbverhment  found  itfelf  placed  in  a  fltuation  of  c^onfidentUe 
cmbarraffment.  No  anfwer  was  returned,  however,  be- 
caufe  this  would  have  difappointed  the  fchemes  which  the 
Dircflory  then  purfued.  Had  they  been  ferious  in  their 
wiffies  to  facilitate  the  conclufion  of  Peace,  would  they  hav^ 
brought  forward  the  topics  which  they  brought  into  difcuf- 

fion  ? 

to  hold  out  hopes  of  peace,  however  firmly  determined  it  mighi  be  to  con- 
tinue the  war.  , 

In  this  view  the  negociationd  again  bccame>thc  topic  of  d  fcufllon,  and  it 
was  decided  that  I  again  fhould  be  the  perfon  who  fhould  difcharge  tlie 
functions,  or  rather  f^U^  the  p£irt  of  negociator.    I  fny  the  fart — in  reality    ^. 
It  was  fuch,  and  a  difficult  one  too.     You  will  fee  that  I  am  good  a^or. 

I  at  once  faw  that  in  order  to  induce  a  belief  in  the  finccrity  with  which 
■peace  was  puri'ued,  a  far  more  important  matter  than  to  conclude  it,  nothing 
.c^uld  be  better  imagined  than  to  pitch  Open  me  a  fecond  time.  How,  in- 
jdeed,  could  men  briiig  thcmfelves  to  think  that  Minifters  could  wifli  to 
fend  me  to  France  again,  to  be  again  driven  out  of  it,  and  that  I  would  ac- 
cept this  minion  with  the  certainty  of*  terminating  it  in  thi?  manner  f 
.This  was  quite  mcredible ;  and  it  was  this  very  circumdance  which  point- 
ed me  out  as  the  obje6l  of  choice.  ^  j 

I  likewife  knew  wh^t  had  caufed  the  failure  of  my  iirft  negocintion,  that 
is  to  fay,  what  had  prevented  me  fiom  prolonging  it  to  an  infinite  dura- 
tion. The  moment  was  come  vvhen  my  powers  were  called  for — I  had 
none.  I  (lipulated  for  our  Allies — I  was  not  authorized  by  them  to  do  fo. 
In  a  word  thef}ilem  I  had  adopted  was  falfe;  it  was  not  in  ipy  power  to 
perfcvere  Jn  it  longer. 

Upon  the  prefcnt  attempt  there  was  no  occafion  to  introduce  the  intereds 
of  allies,  who  in  the  interval  had  taken  upon  themfelves  tlic  talk  of  manag- 
.ing  their  own  affair*.     The  only  point  was  to  have  fuH  powers  to  aft.  tor 
ourfelves,  and  I  waS  the  bearer  of  them.  % 

Your  Lordlln'p,  perhaps,  is  not  fuHnciently  aware  what,  in  diplomatic  ^' 

language,  is  the  prtcilc  meaning  oi  full poiuers,  Tnere  is  in  it  fomethingof 
xnetaphyftcs,  or  rather^of  theology,  which  it  will  be  proper  to  explain.  You 
will  fee  how  very  convenient  this  term  is,  and  the  advantage  which  a  man  of  | 

addrefs  may  derive  from  it. 

You  will  recolle6l  thofe  ingenious  and  eloquent  letters  of  Pa  leal,  in- which  \ 

he  lafhes  with  irreiiliible  ridicule  fo  many  idle  fubtleties  and  theological  ^ 

puerilities.  You  will  recoJleft  i\icfm*.er  whi5;h  has  no  ftHver^  thit  fufflc^ 
if^S  grace  which  does  notfuffice,  ftnd  all  thofe  contradiclions  of  the  Ichools 
which  are  expjfed  with  fucn  cxquifitc  humour.  Why  !  all  this  nonfenle 
you  find  here-almoit  literally.     You  fhall  fee. 

The  place  of  the  fecond  negociation  being  fixed  at  Lifle,  I  repaired  ^ 

thither  with  fuilffywersy  that  is  to  fay,  with  an  oftenfible  paper,  which  fully  ] 

authorifed  me  to  treaty  conclude^  andfi^n.  I  had  nothing  elle  to  do  but  to 
treat  for  England,  and  the  poiuers  'were  delivered  to  me  by  the  king* 
Every  thing  ihtn  was  perfeftly  regular.  But  along  witli  thefe  ^©•w^rj  I 
received  inftruftions  which  ftrangely  reduced  tht'xr  plenitude.  Thus  I  had 
potvers  without  the  faculty  of  exercifingthem.  Oftenfibiy  I  could  do  every 
'  thing.  In  reality  I  could  do  almoft  nothing.  Here,  my  Lord,  you  will 
find  a  gi'eat  deal  of  nonfenfe,  but  it  is  ueceflary  that  you  fliould  accuftom 
"--It, 
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fion?  WoXild  they,  vvithcut  any  purpofe,  have  ftartcd  the 
points  of  his  Majefty's  tjitle  as  King  of  France,  the  reftora- 
tion  of,  or  a  compenfation  for,  the  (hips  taken  at  Toulon, 
or  a  renunciation  of  the  mortgages  of  this  country  upon  the 
Netherlands  ?  Without  dwelling  upon  thefe  topics,  which 
fufficiently  difplay  the  temper  of  the  enemy,  I  now  come  to 

the 

Placed  between  thcfe  two  contradi£lory  authorities,  I  was  obliged  to 
prefcrvc  a  good  attitude.  This  was  by  io  meaos  eafyw  To  be  brief,  the 
lecret  part  of  my  inftru^ion,  the  only  one  really  elTential,  was  to  procrafti-  , 
natc  the  bufinefs  more  than  ever  $  to  negociate  always,  and  bring  notliing; 
toa  concluiion;  and  my  powers  combined  with  my  inftruftions  fumiihed. 
me  with  poweriful  refources  for  this  purpofe.  What  a  multitude  of  other 
conllderatiops  likewife  prompted  me  to  purfue  this  courfe  I  ' 

I  faw  France  a  prey  to  inieftine  diffeniions ;  a  Directory  greatly  diTide^* 
and  in  which  I  had  valuable  correfpondents  ;  a  Legiflative  Body^  of  whidi 
a  grtat  number  of  deputies  were  members,  than  whom  I  roylelf  could  nat 
have  chofen  men  more  to  our  purpofe;  public  opinion  greatly  agitated,  and 
become  almoft  quite  counter-revolutionary  5  the  newfpapers  excellent ;  the 
prefs  quite  devoted  to  us  j  the  priefts,  the  emigrants  greatly  in  our  favour  » 
judges  very  complaifant ;  adminiftrators  very  royaiiftj  tde  patriots  greatlj 
'perfccuted  ;  in  a  word,  a  repubPc  where  a  man  was  no  longer  in  (aiiet/ 
who  dared  to  call  himfelf  a  rcpviblican. 

All  this  was  very  advan(agei>us,  and  you  may  well  believe^  that  had  I 
poflfefled  powers  ever  fo  exttnfive,  I  Ihould  have  taken  good  care  not  to  em- 
ploy them  in  concluding  any  peace  whatever.  However  hardened  I  might 
be  againit  ridicule,  I  was  extremely  folicitous  not  to  incur  that  which  in 
England  would  never  have  been  pardoned,  concluding  peace  with  a  power 
which  feemed  not  to  have  a  month  to  live. 

Obfcrve,  my  Lord,  whether  I  conduced  myfelf  properly  to  effeft  my 
object,  and  judge  whether  any  man  ever  attained  greater  excellence  in  tl^ 
fublime  art  of  doing  nothing. 

After  the  firft  cultomary  delays ;  after  going  backwards  and  forwards  a 
long  time  upon  the  confidering^  in  a  word,  over  every*  thing,  I  refolved  to 
prefent  a  preset.  This  proj^t  was  a  rare  compofition,  as  you  may  judge, 
for  I  will  not  only  repeat  it  to  you,  but  even  paint  it^ 

This  projet  of  a  treaty  began  with  the  glorious  title  of  the  moil  ferene  and 
rooft  puiflfant  prince,  George  III.  by  the  grace  of  God  (as  enfety  hoJf 
knows).  King  of  Great  Britain,  Fi-ance,  and  Ireland,  &c.  nay,  and  He- 
Ifidcs,  Arch  Treafiirer  of  the  Holy  Roman  Empire !— It  recited  then  and 
ratified,  as  far  as  neceffaiy,  the  ten  treaties  of  peace,  from  thatof  Nime« 
guen,  in  1678,  to  that  of  Verfailles,  in  17S3.  And  in  a  word,  after  hav- 
ing laid  down  in  principle  the  fiatus  quo  ante  bellum,  to  ferve  as  the  bafis 
of^the  new  treaty,  it  was  dated — I  copy  the  profit  literally, 
**  I  mo.  The  two  parties  agree  to  except  from  the  principle  of  reclpro- 

cal  rcllituticns ^      .         •         • 

which  Ihatl  remain  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  in  fiill  property. 

*<  2,do.  His  Britannic  Majedy  binds  himfelf  to  conclude  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  with  his  Catholic  Majefty,  on  the  footing  of  xh^  flatus  quo 

antebellum,  withthe  exception  of 

which  (ball  be  ceded  to  his  Britannic  Majefty>  in  exchange  for 

»hich  fliall  remain  in  full  property  to  his  Britrnaic  MajeHy,  and  of 
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the  great  point  on  ;which  the  failure  of  the  negoCtation  turn- 
ed. Although  at  the  beginning  of  the  negociation  this  de- 
mand had  been  abandoned^  they  again  renewed  the  propqfal 
which  had  bieen  declared  inadmifTibley  the  complete  renun- 
ciation of  every  thing  which  had  been  taken  during  the  war, 
not  only  from  them,  but  from  their  allies*    Tbpy  would  not 

enter, 

You  will  perceive,  my  Lord,  in  thefc  lucky  blanks,  the  /paces  of  which 
indicated  no  trifling  filljng-up  n  fitter,  and  on  Which  I  entreat  you, for  a 
moment  to  fix  your  attention,  a  fertile  and  almoft  inexhagftible  fource  of 
delay.  For  in  a  word,  two  modes  prefentcd  themft^lves  to  the  Fiench  Ne- 
gociators  :  firft,  to  demand  that  thefe  blanks  ftiould  be  filled.  The  fccond, 
to  oppofc  to  it  a  Cpntre-projet,  all  confining  of  blanks  too,  and  which 
might  have  bleen  reduced  to  this  finglc  article : 

"  The  Contrafting  Parties  agree  to  admit,  as  the  bafis  of  a  definitive 
Treaty,  the/^»j  quo  apte  bellimi  with  the  exception  of        .         •        . 
which  (hail  be  ceded  in  fiill  property  to  the  French 
Republic/* 

It  muft  be  acknowledged,  my  Lord,  that  this  la/l  mode  would  have  been 
.very  pleaiant,  and  that  a  negotiation  of  gaps  againft  gaps,  and  blank  paper 
againft  blanft  blank  paper,  would  have  prefented  a  very  novel  paiticulanty^ 
in  diplomatic  hiftory.  It  is  true  that  the  reply  would  have  been  more  lively 
than  the  attack,  and  that  the  laughers  would  naturally  have  been  found  on  ~ 
the  fide  of  the  Fi-ench.  But  if  the  French  had  ttlc  laughers  in  their  favour, 
we  fhould  have  had  time  for  us  ;  and  once  more  1  repeat,  it  was  time  that 
we  wanted  here.  Who  can  fay,  indeed,  how  long  thefe  blanks  might  have 
remained  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  and  as  it  were,  marfliallcd  in  battle 
srray  ?  How  was  this  kind  of  difpute  to  be  terminated  ?  It  is  capable  of 
proof  that  one  argument  is  better  than  another  argument  which  is  oppo/ed 
to  it  J  but  how  are  you  to  prove  that  one  blank  is  better  than  another 
blank;  that  nothing  is  better  than  nothing?  The  French  Negociators 
might  have  told  me  "  Fill  up  your  blank,**  I^ftiotild  not  have  failed  to 
«nlwei^-.*«  Fill  up  your*s  firft.*'  *'  No;  it  is  your  bufinefs  to  begin  :"-- 
*'  No  \  it  is  not  my  bufinefs.**    And  who  is  to  decide  in  this  conflict  ? 

Thus  the  French,  who  without  having  loflr  their  ancient  gaiety,  have 
kamt  however  to  treat  ferioufiy  thofe  matters  that  are  the  moit  ferious  in 
the  world,  and  who  do  not  believe  that  every  thing  ouglit  to  end  with  a 
Uftkg  or  witticifm,  waving  this  kind  of  recriminatory  anfweri,  adhered  to 
the  firft  method,  that  of  demanding  what  were  the  exceptions  of  which 
England  claimed  a  refcrvation  ? 

Here,  my  Lord,  admire  what  was  my  anfwer.     The  queftion  app^arqd 
to  me  very  fimple,  and  in  fome  refpe^^s  favourable  to  us.    Nevenhelefs  I 
gave  fome  weight  to  my  compliance.     It  was  not,  I  toTd  them,  an  (official    • 
paper  which  I  was  about  to  prclent ;  it  was  a  confidential  communication •  ^ 

1  entreated  them  likewife  to  confider  it  as  verbalf  although  it  was  entirely  i 

written  1  but  I  took  upon  me  the  danger  of  fuch  a  communication,  in  Or- 
der to  give  a  folemn  tcftimony  of  my  defire  to  accelerate  peace.  In  a  word, 
I  refolved  to  anfwer  and  fill  up  my  bUnks  with  an  air  of  the  utmoft  mo. 
•  deration  and  even  of  facrifice.  England,  faid  I,  to  the  French  Plcnipo. 
tentiaries,  will  consent  to  the- flatus  quo  ante  beUum  with  Spain,  tuitb  the 
exception  of  Trimdada^  *which  Jhall  remain  in  full  property  to  bis  B.  M, 
8be  wiU  cenfent  alfo  to  the  Jattis  quo  ante  bcUum  with  the  Bata*uian  Re~ 
^  .  ■      '     pMc, 
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enter  into  any  difcuffion  of  theprojeft  delivered  by  Lord 
Malmefbury,  nor  did  they  want  to  fee  whether,  the  terms 
propofed  by  this  country  would  admit  of  any  modificatioa. 
by  mutual  facilities  and  mutual  compenfations.  I  will  not 
now  deliver  any  opinion  how  far  this  was  admiflible,  or  to 
what  extent  it  would  have  been  wife.     At  this  moment  the 

Houfe 


pubiicy  nvltb  the  exception  of  the  City,  Fort,  and  Settlement  of  the  C^pe 
9J  Good  Hope^  and  the  Pojeffions  'ivbicb  belong  to  ibe  Dutch  before  the  *warp 
in  the  City  and  Fort  of  Ceylon ^  and  the  City  and  Fort  of  Cochin,  'with  its  De- 
pfndimieSi  lubich/ball  belong  to  bis  B.  A/,  i/i  exchange  for  the  City  qf  He* 
gapatnam  end  its  Dependencies, 

In  this  manner  I  filled  up  my  two  blanks.  But  you  kno^,  my  Lord, 
that  Trinidada  is  the  only  Spani(h  poflellion  which  has  pafTed  during  the 
war  into  the  hands  of  the  Engl ifh.  Thus  for  Spain  I  acknowledged  the 
flatus  quo  ante  bellum,  with  the  exception  of  juft  all  (he  had  loft  during  the 
war.  I  make  the  fame  obfervation  refpe^ling  the  Dutch  pofTefTions  of 
which  I  claimed  an  exception.  They  are  alfo  the  only  dues  the  Dutch 
have  loft  in  the  courfe  of . the  war.  I  could  not  entirely  difTcmble  to  my 
own  mind  that  they  had  not  been  taken  in  very  ^ir  game ;  that  they  had 
come  into  our  hands  by  a  little  treachery,  fmce  they  were  obtained  by  the 
connivance  of  an  authority  which  no  longer  exifted  in  Holland  ;  it  was  not 
rightfiy  however^  with  which  we  had  to  do,  but  pretendons.  I  foand  theft 
pofllflions  cxcelienti  and  well  worth  keeping  :  and  I  not  only  pretend  that 
they  were  ours,  but  I  wiflied  alfo  by  a  juggle  equally  dexterous,  that  this 
ftate  of  things  for  the  Dutch  fhould  likewife  be  called  the  fiaius  quo  ante 
helium, 

I  was  charmed,  I  confefs,  at  this  moment,  that  the  French  had  not 
thought  of  prefenting -us  with  a  contre-projet  in  blanks  j  for  perhaps  ii\  a 
c»i!S^4/<r;7/fi7/ communication  they  might  have  amuftd  thcmfelves  with  intro- 
ducing,   by  way  of  exception,  Bengal,  Newfoundland,  Jamaica,    and 
I    ,  Gibraltar,  as  rightly  belonging  to  them ;  and  perhaps  too  they  might 

1  have  required  us  to  have  confidered  this  as  the  flatus  qUo  ante  bellum.  But 

i  happily  the  juft  application  of  thefe  Latin  words  belongs  to  me  alone.     It 

will  for  ever  confer  upon  my  name  the  chara6\er  of  genius,  and  tranfmit 
I  to  future  ages  the  diftinguifhed  teftimony  of  the  moderation  of  England. 

I  franklv  conftfs,  my  Lord,  that  my  proje^^,  efpccially  followed  by  the 
I  cen/deatiai  con\mun\c9.tionf  was  calculated  extremely  to  offend  a  Republic 

I  iprhich  filled  the  univerfe  with  the  fplendour  of  her  vi6lories ;  and  that  it 

,  WIS  by  DO  means  very  probable  that  fhe  would  abandon  Allies,  to  whom 

by  formal  Treaties  fhe   had  guaranteed  the  integrity  of  their  poflcflions. 
i  But  this  Republic,  fo  flouriOiing  without,  was  now  only  a  vain  name 

k  iRrichin,  or  feemed  to  live  only  in  the  heans  of  a  few  Frenchmen.     The 

^  Direftory,  afiailed  by  internal  enemies,  was  unable  to  difplay  its  ftiength  ; 

and  I,  quite  naturally,  raifed  ray  tone,  'o3caure  I  confidered  the  Govern- 
incnt  fetble  and  almoft  overthrown.  Still,  however,  I  ought  to  declare 
that,  even  at  the  moment  when  it  was  moft  occtipied  in  the  fecuxing  its 
exiftence,  it  yielded  to  none  of  my  demanJs ;  it  did  not  recede  from  a  fingle 
point  of  its  engagements  with  its  Allies ;  it  only  permitted  them  to  make 
thit  kind  of  propofals  which  they  deemed  ufeful  in  the  circumftances  in 
which  tbtry  were  placed.  The  Batavians,  feniible  of  Aich  good  faith,  in 
fad,  ihewed  themfelves  difpofed  to  cede  Cocuin,  and  fome  faftories  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromaudel :  they  refufe^  Negapatnam  which  vtras  offered.   They 

confcmed 


t^ 
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Houfc  muft  fee  how  improper  it  would  be  to  enter  into  that 
queftion.  The  enemy,  however,  did  not  flop  for  any  infor- 
mation of  this  kind ;  they  demanded,  as  a  preliminary,  to 
renounce  :^ll  that  we  had  to  alk,  and  to  declare  all  that  wc 
were  ready  to  concede.  In  fuch  a  ftage,  and  upon  fuch  a 
demand,  it  would  not  merely  have  been  folly  in^any  man  to 

'  have 


confentecl  to  wave  their  cl^^im  to  reftitntion  of  the  fliips  and  cargos  t»k.en 
by  treachery  at  the  commciici merit  of  the  war  (an  object  equal  to  two  mil- 
lions fterling),  &c.  Sic. 

In  this  ftage  was  the  ne.2:ociation,  when  all  of  a  fudJen,  the  rumour  of 
the  event  of  the  i8rh  Fruftitlor  reache<l  Lille,  an  event  which  I  know  not 
IB  what  terras  to  qualify,  which  it  mult  be  confeflfed,  however,  ftruck.     ' 
terror  into  the  heart  of  eveiy  man  who  was  an  enemy  to  Prance.     For  my 
part,  I  was  filled  with  con  Vernation,  it  was  an  event  which  I  had  not  fore-  i 

&en,  and  how  could  any  man  have  foirefcen  it.  ^ 

I  then  plainly  perceived  that  the  negociaiion  was  about  to  fake  another  j 

torn,  or  rather  that  there  was  no  other  turn  for  it  to  take.  I  fe/t  that  1  was  #, 

cut  of  my  element.     Two  new  negociaiors  arrived,  and  a  day  was  fixed  1 

for  the  Grft  conference.  There  I  was  afked  whether  I  was  furniflied  with 
Sufficient  powers  to  confent  to  fuch  rci^itutinns  as  the  laws  and  the  treaties 
which  bind  the  Republic  might  render  indifptnfihle ;  whether  in  a  word, 
I  was  furniflied  with  the  power/w/^  to  avail  myfcif  of  my/«//  powers  ?  I 
I  might  have  faid,  Tes,  By  the  help  of  a  theological  expUnaition  of  the 
mor 6s 9  fuiipotvers,  there  was  nothing  indeed  which  I  might  not  have  faidj 
and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  negociation,  I  would  have  placed  my  individual 
oppofition  in  the  room  of  that  which  my  inftiu6lions  enjoined  j  for  I  cannot 
fv)gct  that  I  was  not  aiked  whether  I  confcrtcd  to  the  reflitution  ?  I  wa« 
£mply  aiketi  wheriier  I  had  the  power  of  conlrnring  to  it  ?  whereby  a  field 
was  left  open  to  more  th;in  one  propoHtion  i  but  I  was  carried  away  by  the 
force  of  truth,  and  tjiis,  I  dare  lay,  my  Lord,  is  the  only  occa/ion  on  wliich  ^ 

i  have  expofed  myfelf  to  this  reproach.     Unlefs  I  returned  a  pofitive  an-  Jl 

fwer,  I  was  to  fctout  within  twenty-four  hours :  I  therefore  leave  this  to- 
morrow, but  1  was  deftrous  that  ih^s  letter  (boulJ  precede  my.arriva1. 

P.  S.  Vou  muft  be  fenfible,  my  Lord,  that  the  eflfenrial  point  for  us  it  to  i 

perfuade  the  nation  that  ouc  o.ily  were  anxious  for  peace.  In  order  to 
imprefs  that  belief,  make  ufe  of  every  thing  contained  in  this  letter,  and  do 
not  forget  to  remind  Lord  Grenville,  that  he  ipuft  furnifh  all  the  arguments 
which  he  hat  ufed  thef'e  five  years  pall,  in  order  to  Itiew  that  the  French 
only  were  the  aggreflfors,  even  at  the  moment  when  we  difmi^Ted  their  Am* 
batfador.  The  fame  ftiain  of  leafoning  is  equally  good  at  preftnt,  in  order 
to  prove  that  it  is  the  Frtnch  who  are  unwilling  to  makepeace.  Above  all* 
let  him  not  be  dilpiriied  by  the  replies  of  Lofd  Guilford,  of  the  Marquis  of 
Lanfdown,  of  the  Duke  of  Bedlond.    But  after  all,  truth  muft  neccflkrily  ^ 

prevail,  ^ 

Neither  muft  you  forget  to  induce  Lord  Liverpool  ftrongly  to  advife  his  i 

fbn  to  prepare  a  fptcch  to  prove  that  the  commerce  of  England  muft  gain  ; 

exceedingly  by  the  continuation  of  the  war. 

As  for  Canning,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  him.     Let  him  be  prefent  in 
the  Huufe,  and  repeat  his  fpeech  on  the  immortality  of  the  French  Rcvolu^  ' 

tion. 

Another  P.  S.  It  is  with  grief  I  learn  that  the  Negociators  ftill  remain  at 
X^Zr-— that  is  rather  embarraiFtng  for  our  poiicioo, 

Lj/lc,  ijtb  September,  1797,  i 
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have  acceded  to  the  propofal.  Nay  more,  I  do  not  heiltate 
to  afleity  that  it  would  have  been  dired  treafon  in  any  Mi-* 
nifter  to  have  complied  with  a  demand  fo  defecatory  to  the 
honour,  and  fo  fatal  to  the  fnterefts  of  his  country,  and  de« 
ferving  of  exemplary  punifbment. 

The  motives  by  which  the  majority  of  the  Directory  waa 
aduated  in  the  courfe  which  they  purfucd,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  to  explain.  It  will  eafily  be  recoUeded  in  what  cir- 
cumftances,  amidft  what  violence  the  French  Conflitution 
erf  1795,  overthrown  by  the  revolution  of  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, was  eftabliflied.  It  will  be  recolleded  under  what 
military  violence  the  firfi  elections  were  condu/Sed.  In  no 
fenfe  was  any  freedom  of  eledion  permitted,  or  the  voice 
and  fentimcnts  of  the  people  of  France  poflibk  to  be  coU 
leded,  till  about  the  month  of  April  laft,  when  a  very  con- 
Itderable  change  in  the  temper  of  the  Councils,  as  well  :>s  in 
the  people  at  large,  was  obfcrved.  A  ihajority  in  the  Legif- 
lative  bodies  feemed  difpofed  to  put  an  end  to  the  miferies 
under  which  the  country  groaned,  to  remove  the  evils  of 
vhich  forac  of  them  had  been  the  authors,  to  atone  for  and 
cancel  the  crimes  of  which  many  of  them  had  been  guilty. 
They  wiftied  to  reftore  feme  degree  of  public-  order 
and  tranquility  to  the  unhappy  people  of  France ;  their 
former  happinefs,  alas!  they  could  not  hope  to  reftore. 
They  wiihed  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  that  revolutionary 
principle,  which  the  Diredory  endeavoured  with  too  miKh 
fuccefs  to  fpread  over  Europe.  They  wiftied  to  check  the 
V^  ravage  and  the  devaftation  which  the  war  nouriftied  and  pro* 

traded.  They  were  defirous  to  enjoy  hapjinefs  in  peace. 
Thcfe  views,  however,  ill  fuited  with  the  fchemes  of  the 
majority  of  the  Direfiory.  Their  aim  was  far  different ; 
they  were  bent  on  fpreading  confufion  over  Europe,  on  pro- 
1«>nging  the  miferies  of  their  own  country  on  Jacobin  princi- 
ples and  by  Jacobin  means.  Had  the  majority  of  the  Di- 
r^ory  then,  by  whofe  influence  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  Lifle  were  conduced,  chofen  to  break  off  the  nego- 
tiation upon  the  terms  which  this  country  offered,  they 
'Vrould  have  put  the  councils  upon  their  guard,  they  would 
have  made  all  France  and  Europe  the  judges  of  their  con- 
dud,  and  they  would  have  anticipated  that  event  which  they 
«rerc  preparing.  Again,  had  they  brought  forward  another 
projeA  of  their  own,  they  muft  have  difappointed  the  obje£^ 
they  had  in  view — ^that  of  breaking  off  the  negociation  with- 
<Hit  fpecifying  any  terms^  and  if  poffible  fo  as  to.  throw  the 
Vol,  I.  1797.  O  whole 
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whole  odium  of  the  failure  upon  us.  At  the  very  moment^ 
however,,  when  they  were  pradifing  every  evafion,  creating 
every  delay,  conftantly  refufing  to  deliver  in  a  counter-pro- 
]e&,  they  held  a  language  dire£tly  oppofite  in  their  meflages 
to  the  Councils.  In  thefe  they  threw  the  charge  of  delay 
upon  the  coalefced  powers,  and  to  whom  could  this  in- 
finuation  apply,  but  to  this  country  in  conjundion  with 
iti  ally  ?  The  others  who  originally  were  members  of  the 
coahtion, were  eithcTtheir  allies  or  their  dependents.  At 
this  very  moment  their  plenipotentiaries  were  daily  apolo* 
gifing  for  the  extraordinary  delays  which  took  place.  In  thefe 
circumflances  does  it  not  mod  plainly  appear,  that  delay  was 
taeir  obje£k,  that  they  wiihed  to  gain  time  till  their  plot  was 
ready  to  be  executed,  and  till  it  would  be  fafe  to  throw  off  the 
inaik  ?  In  their  views  they  unhappily  fucceeded  by  the  weak- 
nefs  of  their  enemies,  and  the  frail  fabric  of  the  conftitution  of 
1 795  was  overturned.  Had  they  broken  off  the  negotiation  ab*.  ^ 
uptly  before  this  period,  they  would  have  defeated  their  own 
c)oje£i.  It  was  clear  to  every  man  who  watched  the  progrefs 
of  events,  and  of  opinion  in  France,  that  it  was  not  at  Lifle^ 
but  at  Paris  that  the  refult  of  the  conferences  would  be  deter- 
mined. It  was  obvious  that  it  muft  depend  upon  the  refult  of 
the  dilputes  which  agitated  the  councils  and  the  government. 
It  depended  upon  the  decifion  of  the  fti*uggje,  and  if  the  majo- 
rity of  the  Dircflory  fucceeded,  every  man  was  prepared  for 
what  followed.  Perhaps,  indeed,  this  forms  the  only  excufe 
which  his  Majefty's  Minifters  could  urge  for  having  fo  long 
fubmitted  to  the  delays  and  cvafions  of  the  enemy.  They 
could  only  be  juftified  by  their  defire  to  wait  an  event  which 
might  promife  a  favourable  refult  to  the  negotiation,  and  faci- 
litate the  attainment  of  peace.  This  confideration  alone  (hields 
them  from  the  reproach  of  having  fo  long  endured  the  trifling 
and  the  evafion  of  the  enemy,  and  lent  themfelves)  in  foroc 
fort,  to  the  fatal  deception  which  the  Dlreftory  wifhed  to  pafs 
epon  the  people  of  France,  by  fo  long  keeping  up  the  appear- 
ance  of  negotiation,  and  cheriftiing  the  hopes  of  j)eace. 

When  at  laft  the  fourth  revolution  of  September  arrived, 
jmd  the  Directory  had  accompliftied  their  projeft  at  Paris,  they  i 

immediately  changed  their  fyftem  and  avowed  their  ohjedt.— 
They  immediately  recalled  the  men  whom  they  had  formerly 
inftrufled  to  fupport  their  views,  and  whom  they  hid  autho* 
rz^d  folemoly  to  make,  and  repeatedly  renew  profefSons  which 
they  no  longer  meant  to  perform.  Every  thing  which  had 
|)c^Q  done  was  retra^lcd,  and  demands  again  brought  forward 

which 
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which  two  months  before  had  been  abandoned.  But  it  is  need- 
Jefs  to  enter  into  a  detailed  expofition  of  their  condu£t.  Their 
f  icws  were  evidently  not  confined  to  their  own  country,  or  to 
the  rupture  of  the  negotiatipn ;  they  went  further,  and  they 
now  declare  that  it  is  our  conftitution,  our  laws,  our  religion, 
and  our  liberties,  with  which  th^y  war ;  that  it  is  the  whole 

*  fyftem  of  our  public  glory  and  of  our  private  happinefs  that 
they  wifh  to  fubvert  and  overthrow.  Thus  they  not  only  aim 
at  the  tdtal  deftruftion  of  our  conftitutbn  anid  independence ; 
but  to  eftahlifti  in  their  (lead,  French  liberty,  French  princi- 
ples, and  French  anarchy,  with  nil  its  train  of  horrors.  They 
avow  that  the  government  of  this  country  and  that  of  France 

.  cannot  be  co  exiftent.  They  wifli  not  peace  with  this  country, 
but  the  utter  annihilation  of  our  government,  and  the  deftrac- 
tion  of  tlic  whole  fcheme  of  6ur  political  exiftence. 

With  fuih  avowals  I  confefs  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conceive  in 
what  manner  the  conduft  of  the  enemy  can  now  be  palliated 

*  or  excufed.  I  well  know  indeed  that  every  meafure  of  the 
French  government  in  its  relation  to  this  country,  finds  better 
and  much  more  able  and  ingenious  apologifts  here  than  ia 
France.  I  know  that  even  what  feems  too  flagrant  for  defence, 
too  manifeft  for  ingenuity  to  colour,  is  juRified  by  much  more 
plaufible  arguments,  and  placed  in  much  more  favourable 
lights,  than  the  talents  of  the  friends  of  theDireftbryon  the 
other  fide  of  the  water  can  produce.  But,  my  Lords,  aware 
as  I  am  of  this,  1  cannot  divine  from  what  fources  their  defence 
can  now  be  drawn.  I  know  not  what  new  voluminous  pam- 
phlet will  iffue  from  the  pen  of  any  advocate,  to  juftify  the  pro* 

Y  ceeding  of  the  enemy,  and  to  cenfure  Minifters  for  refufing  to 

accept  the  proflFered  gracp  of  the  Direftory.  I  know  not  upoa 
what  ground  we  ihall  be  accufed  of  maintaining  the  old  and 
eilabliihed  forms  of  our  government,  and  for  difdaining  tofub* 
mit  the  people  of  England  to  the  yoke  of  a  favage  and  ferocious 
government,  and^othe  brutality  of  a  licentious  and  fanguinary 
army.  I  fliall  not  detain  you  with  anticipating  any  objedions 
to  the  condudi  which  Minifters  have  obferved,  or  to  the  mea- 
fure which  I  am  about  to  propofe.  I  am  convinced  that  it  is. 
the  fentiment  of  every  breaft  in  this  aflembly,  that  the  terms, 
to  which  the  enemy  would  have  reduced  us,  were  fuch  as  no 
Engltlhrnan  could  fan<3ion.  1  am  fure  that  every  man  who 
hears  me  is  convinced  that  it  is  no  moment  of  humiliation. 
What  your  Lordfliips  have  witueiTed  this  day,  when  the  noble 
Lord  whom  I  fee  in  his  place  received  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe, 
I  am  fare  that  no  man  can  think  the  prefect  the  peiiod  when 
(be  dignity  and  honour  of  the  nation  ought  to  be  iacrificed.    I 

O2  am 
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am  fure  that  every  man  feds  with  confdous  pride,  while  he- 
looks  back  to  the  event  which  the  prefence  of  the  noble  Lord 
recalls,  that  this  is  not  the  moment  to  defpair.     The  re(burces* 
of  this  country  are  great  and  powerfnl;   sind  hitherto  there 
has  been  nopreflure  to  call  them  in  all  their  vigour  into  ad  ion. 
Every  man  muft  now  fee,  however,  that  upon  the  iflfue  of  thd 
prefent  conteft  depends  not.only  whether  this^country  ftiail  ex- 
ill  any  longer    as  an  independent  nation,    but    even  exift 
a$  a  nation  at  all.     Every  man  muft  fee  that  public  and  pri* 
vate  happineft,  the  honour,  the  dignity,  every  thing  that  is 
dear  to  individuals,  even  life  itfelf,  depend  upon  the  iflue  of 
the  ftruggie  we  have  to  maintain.     Every  man  in  this  affem- 
hly  in  particular,  knows,  that  his  property  and  his  exigence  are 
at  Aake.     But  with  the  intereft  of  the  firft  clafs  of  men  in  the 
ftate,  the  happinefs  of  the  loweft  is  conneded.     The  horroTs> 
the  pcrfecutionfi,  and  the  fufFerings  to  which  the  firft  orders- in 
France  were  doomed,  though  they  began  with  the  noblefle, 
were  fpiead  over  all,  and  were  felt  by  the  loweft  orders,  even 
by  the  hnmbleft  peafantry  of  the  kingdom.     Nay,  I  will  ven- 
ture to  alTert,  and  undertake  to  prove,  that  the  horrid  efieitsof 
the  French  revolution  have  been  the  fourceof  more  calamity  to 
,the  lower  ciaffes  than  even  to  the  unhappy  nobility,  whom  you* 
every  day  fee  groaning  under  thofe  evils  which  they  fo  little 
deferve.     This  too,  I  Will  venture  to  aflcrt,  is  the  fentiment 
with  which  the  public  at  large  is  infpiied.  They  are  convinced 
that  every  thing  they  hold  moft  dear  depends  upon  the  exer* 
ticns  which  they  make  to  defend  the  honour  and  the  dignity  of 
the  country.     They  feel  that  not  a  traufient  but  a  vigorous, 
and  perfevering  eftbrt  is  required,  to  fecure  that  permanent  and 
honourable  peace  which  can  alone  maintain  ^e  fources  of  the'u: 
happinefs ?  that  there  is  no  fafety  without  refiftance,  no  hope 
but  in  courage  and  magnanimity.  I  have  the  fuUeft  confidence 
m  the  public  fpirit  and  the  determined  difpofition  of  the  people 
of  this  country.     From  you,  my  Lords,  I  only  aik  that  you 
will  perfevere  in  the  fentiments  you  have  exprefied,  and  in  the 
eondud  you  have  purfued.     I  aik  you  to  carry  to  the  foot  of 
Ag  throne  the  declaration  of  this  refolution,  and  that  you  will 
give  a  folemn  pledge  of  your  determination  to  perform  the  obli- 
gation you  incur.     From  tliofe  ot\ly,  I  again  repeat,  who  have 
fully  and  maturely  confidered  the  nature  and  the  confequences 
of  the  ftep  they  take,  do  I  require  this  pledge.     I  defire  no 
noble  Lord  who  is  not  willing  and  determined  to  fulfil  this 
pledge  to  its  full  extent,  to  vote  for  the  Addrefs  I  am  about  to 
propofe.    It  is  a  folemn  and  important  meafure  which  involves 
too  much  and  extends  too  far  to  be  adopted  without  delibera* 

tion. 
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tion.    Having  bid  this,  my  Lords,    I  ihall  detain  you  no 
'  longer,  but  (hall  content  myfelf  with  jnoving,    **  That  an 
,  humbks  Addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  affuring  him  th^t 

we  have  taken  into  our  mod  ferious  confideration  the  papers 
which  have  been  laid  on  tiie  tablr  relatiye  to  the  negotiation 
for  peace ;  that  in  the  fteps  which  have  been  taken  we  have  rc- 
P  cognized  the  pacific  difpofition  evinced  by  his  Majefty  through*- 

I  out  the  whole  of  its  progrefs,  andobfervcd  the  inveterate  ho(Vi- 

I  lity  of  the  enemy  ;  that  while  ou  the  one  hand  his  Majefty  has 

given  an  example  of  the  greateft  moderation,  the  enemy  ort  the 
other  have  abandoned  every  pciiic  difpoiition ;  that  they  enter- 
tain the  moft  determined  hatred  and  animofity  to  the  coliAitu-» 
tion,  laws,  and  liberties  of  this  country  ;  that  the  deQrufiion 
of  onr  conftitutbn  and  government  is  the  ohjcdi  at  which  they 
aim ;  that  we  are  determined  to  defend,  at  every  hazard,  his  . 
Majefty*s  perfon  rnd  government ;  that  we  know  that  great  ^ 
ezercioDS  are  neteflary  ;  but  that  notwithAanding,  we  are  pre- 
^  pared  and  refolved  to  ftand  or  fall  with  the  conftitution,  lawst 

and  liber  ties,  upon  which  the  happinefs  of  every  clals  of  the 
community  eflentialiy  depends."  * 

The  EzvlDa  nUy  faid,  though  he  fubfcribed  to  every  word  of 
the  Addre(s,  as  being  efientially  neceflary  at  this  period  tocoun- 
terad  the  views  and  wiihcs  of  the  enemy,  whofe  extravagant 
notions  of  what  they  called  republican  energy,  and  inveterate  ant- 
naoGty  2^inft  thi^  kingdom,  and  envy  of  the  i>leffings  enjoyed 
by  its  inhabitants,  made  it  impoffible  for  thofe  who  bad  any 
efteem  for  this  country  to  remaiu  neuter  in  the  conteft  ;  and 
thou^  it  was  almoft  impolfible  to  add  any  tiling  either  to  eluci* 
^  date  the  fubje<^  or  enforce  the  motion,  he  muft  trouble  their 

LordChips  wit!)  a  few  fhort  obfervations.  He  faid,  he  approved 
of  the  moderation^  as  well  as  dignity,  with  which  th^ 
late  negociation  was  carried  on,  on  our  part;  and  cen^ 
furedthat  of  the  Fiehch,  for  its  duplicity.-  Their  condu6l 
had  left  us  no  alternative ;  we  had  either  to  crouch  to  the 
I  cncniy,  or  prepare  for  a  vigorous  profccution  of  hoftilities^ 

I  until  ihe  was  difppfed  to  accede  to  a  fecure  and  honourable 

peace.     There  was  nothing  in  the  relative  fituation  of  the 
countries  at  prefent  which  fhould  juftify  defpondence  on  the 

part 

*  It  it  a  wdl  known  part  of  the  French  chara6ier  to  turn  every  thing, 
however  ferious,  into  a  jeft,  and  to  felicitate  themfelves  on  every  chance  of 
fw-tune  by  a  ^  mot.  The  letter  alluded  to  by  Lord  Grenvillc,  which  ap- 
ye^ttd  m%ht  RfdaSiunf  and  which  we  have  quoted  at  length,  is  obvioufly 
a  banter  on  the  conduct  of  Lord  Malaieibury  in  the  late  negotiation,  and 
nomt  to  ferve  the  double  purpofc  of  exciting  a  laugh  among  the  wits,  aad 
impofin^  on  the  majority,  whofe  underftanding  tlis  Dircftory  hold  in  the 
■loll  abjefl  fubje^ion. 
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part  of  Britain.  We  were  thoroughly  prepared  to  meet  any 
attack  which  the  enemy  might  make  on  us,  even  if  our  invin* 
cible  and  vi(9:onous  navy  did  not  entirely  do  away  any  appre- 
heniion  on  this  head.  He  did  not  fee  how  the  enemy  could 
profecute  hodilities  ofFenfively,  when  he  confidered  the  deplo- 
rable ftate  of  their  navy,  and  the  triumphant  coniiitionof  ours; 
thus  ciroimflancedy  we  had  nothing  to  fear  ;  the  refources  of 
the  country,  he  fully  agreed  with  the  noble  Lord,  in  confider- 
ing  to  be  adequate  to  the  conteft  :  aiid  in  thefe  views  he  would 
look  for  the  mod  perfedl  unanimity  amoneft  their  Lordfliips.  . 

The  Addrefs  being  read  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  was  put 
and  carried  nem,  dlffl 

Lord  GrenvUU  then  faid,  he  thought  it  eflentiol  to  the  inte- 
refls  of  the  country  at  this  moment  to  give  all  poflible  energy 
to  the  Addrefs  which  their  Lordfliips  had  juft  voted.  It  ought 
to  be  made  as  folemn  an  a£^  as  poflible,  he  therefore "wifned 
that  the  Addrefs  might  he  prefented  to  his  Majefty  as  the  joint  j 

Addrefs  of  the  two  Houfesof  Parliament.  i 

With  this  view  hemoved,  "That  aCcmmittee  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  meflage,  and  defire  a  conference  with  the  Com«-  { 

roons."— Ordered. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

WEDNESDAY,   NOV.  8. 

The  Houfe  refolved,  that  no  private  petitions  fliould  be  re- 
ceived after  the  9th  February  next. 

Lord  Charles  Somerfet  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  informed  die  ' 

Houfe  that  he  had  waited  on  his  Majefly  with  their  Addrefs* 
praying  that  certain  papers  and  accounts  relative  to  the  Navy  ( 

and  Viftualling-oflSces,  and  to  the'  Imperial  Loan,  might  be  ^ 

laid  on  their  table ;  and  that  his  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed 
to  order  the  fame. 

Mr.  Ro/e  moved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  be  read. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee  of  Supply  being  accordingly  read,  V 

Mr.  Hobart  moved,  That  the  faid  Committee  be  deferred 
till  Friday. — Agreed  to. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

THURSDAY,   NOV.  9. 

The  Houie  met  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufual,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  holding  a  conference  with  the  Commons,  in  purfuance  of 
their  Lordfliips'  refolution  of  the  preceding  day ;  but  a  conffderable 
delay  was  occafioned  by  the  non-attendance  of  the  Maflers  iu 
Chancery,  whofe  office  it  was  to  wait  on  the  Commons  with 
the  meflage. 

Lord 


1 


Not.  la]        WOODFAtL'S  PARUAMENTARY  REPORTS,  lOj 

Lord  Sydney  fuggcftcd  the  neceflity  of  fomc  proceeding  of  the 
Hoofe  to  enforce  a  regular  attendance  of  thofe  officers  in  future, 
but  forbore  to  make  any  fpeclfic  motion  for  the  purpofe. 

When  the  Matters  in  Chancery  arrived,  a  meflage  was  fent 
to  the  Commons  to  defire  a  conference,  and  a  deputation,  con- 
fiding of  fix  Peers,  headed  by  Earl  Spencer,  met  the  Commons 
in  the  painted  chamber  for  that  purpofe,  and  managed  the  con- 
ference—after which  the  Houfe  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Thursday,  Nov.  9. 

Two  Matters  in  Chancery  brought  a  meflage  from  the 
Lords,  that  their  Lordfliips  defired  a  conference  with  die  Com- 
mons in  the  painted  chamber. 

The  names  of  the  following  members  were  then  called  over, 
for  the  purpofe,  and  waited  on  tlie  Lords : 
^  ^  Sir  Charkt  Morgan  Mr.  Lygan 

Mr.  Long  S«r  Q.  A.  Wynne 

Mr.  Baker  Mr.  Joddreli 

Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  Mr.  H.  Addington 

Mr.  Wallace  Mr.  Churehili 

Mr.  Rofe  Mr.  Morgan 

Mr.  P.  Wyndham  I-«rd  Gower 

Mr.  Burdon  Mr.  Granville. 

Mr.  Abbott 
Upon  returning  from  the  conference,  Sir  Charles  Morgan 
Informed  the  Houfe,  that  the  Lords  defired  the  concurrence  of 
the  Commons  with  their  Addrefs  of  the  preceding  day  to  his 
Majeftjr,  and  he  therefore  moved,  that  the  fame  be  taken  ia 
r^  confideration  the  next  day,  which  was  agreed  to  nenu  con. 

I  Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  Nov.  10. 
'  Their  Lord  (hips  waited  a  confiderable  time  in  expefbtion  of 

\  receiving  a  communication  from  the  Hpufe^of  Commons,  re- 

fpeding  the  fubjecSl  of  the  their  late  conference,  (their  defired 
concurrence  with  their  addrefs  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  papers  re- 
lative to  the  late  negociation).  No  fuch  proceeding,  however, 
taking  place,  the  Houfe,  after  making  feveral  arrangements  re- 
lative to  the  private  bufinefs,  adjourned  at  feven  o'clock,  till 
Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Friday,  Nov.  10. 
The  order  of  the  day,  for  taking  into  confideration  the  Ad- 
lirefs  to  his  Majefty,  purfoant  to  the  refolutioo  of  the  preced- 
ing 
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'n^  ihjf  and  the  faid  Addrefs  as  it  came  from  the  Lords,  toge» 
ther  with  the  papers  on  which  it  was  founded,  being  ready 

Sir  John  Sinclair  rofe  and  faid,  it  was  his  intencioa  to  move 
an  amendment.  He  by  no  means  objeaed  to  tlie  general  tenor 
of  tlic  Addrefs,  but  thought  that  certain  phrafes  in  the  wording 
of  it  were  in  fome  degree  exceptionable,  as  they  feemed  to  in* 
dicatc  an  intention  that  there  (hould  be  no  end  to  the  war.  It 
was  to  correct,  this  he  meant  tQ  propofe  an  amendment;  but 
before  he  moved  it,  lie  woo  Id  make  fome  remarks  on  the 
papers  before  the  Houfc,  and  on  fome  circumflances  of  the 
uegociatioii*  He  expreffcd  his  :ft^ni(hment  at  the  mean  man- 
ner in  which  the  negociation  was  minaged.  When  it  was 
fiirft  propofed  to  nwke  the  experiment  with  France,  he  had  in* 
tended  to  move  the  Houfe  that  Jio  iiegociatipn  (hould  be  fee  on 
fi)ot  till  the  French  Minifter  had  given  a  contn  projet.  He  was 
now  extremely  forry  he  had  not  done  fo;  but  he  was  diffuad- 
cd  from  his  purpofe  by  his  fear  that  it  would  be  an  impedi- 
ment to  the  negociation;  and  he  thought  that  Minifters, by 
neglcdling  this  in  the  outfet,  bad  brought  much  difgrace  upon 
the  country.  He  appealed  to  the  evidence  of  the  papers  on  the 
table  whether  this  charge  was  unfounded ;  for  by  thofc  it 
would  appear  that  the  mod  unwarrantable  infinuations  and 
foul  calumnies  upon  the  copduft  and  intentions  of  our  Execu- 
tive Government  had  been  patiently  born  by  Minifters ;  he 
was  forry  to  fee  the  country  fo  lowered.  While  he  lamented 
the  nece/Bty  he  was  under  of  thus  cenfuring  the  management 
of  the  negociation^  he  was  no  lefs  forry  to  be  obliged  to  object 
to  the  language  of  the  Declaration  and  Addrefs,  as  beine  at 
once  full  of  raftinefs,  inapplicable  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
two  countries,  and  inefTedttual  to  any  good  purpofe.  Tliey 
not  only  profefled  to  keep  up  perpetual  hoftiiity,  but  made 
charges  which  he  thought  were  not  j unified  by  the  papers.  In 
the  Declaration  the  Houfe  was  told,  that  tlie  prclimir^aries  prxy- 
pofed  by  the  French  government  were  frivolous  and  ofienfive ; 
faur  on  looking  into  uie  papers  they  would  find  that  the  firft  of 
thofe  was  the  abandonment  by  our  king  of  the  title  of  king  of 
France ;  the  fecond,  the  reftitution  of  the  (hips  taken  at  Toa- 
}on;  and  the  third,  the  ah.indon men t  of  our  mortgage  on  the 
Low  Countries ;  but  for  his  part,  he  could  not  fep  any  thing  in 
the  papers  that  (hewed  an  exprefs  demand  of  thofe  points  on 
the  part  oP  France,  The  Declaration  alfo  i^ated,  that  it  was 
not  the  wifli  of  France  to  m:ike  peace  ^,  yet  it  appeared  on  the 
face  of  the  papers  that  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  took  much 
pains  to  (hew  the  reverfe,  and  this  the  Houfe  would  find  ac- 
knowledged by  Lord  Malmeibury  in  bis  fir(l  and  fecond  lel« 

ters. 
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ten.  j^DOther  charge  contained  in  the  Declaration  was,  that 
it  was  the  intention  of  the  government  of  France  to  overturn 
that  of  England — he  confeifed  that  if  he  really  thought  .that 
was  the.  difpoGition  of  the  eneniy,  he  would  vote  for  the  Ad» 
drefs  as  it  flood ;  but  he  believed  that  fuch  an  intention  might 
be  trandently  exprefied  only  under  the-  irritation  of  fupppfed 
wrong;  France  might  probably  be  inveterate  aeainft  us,  be^ 
caufe  ihe  thought  us  inveterate  againft  her;  the  I>ire(^or]r 
might  profefs  a  defign  to  overturn  oar  govemqient,  becaufe  we 
endeavoured  to  overturn  theirs,  but  at  the  fame  time  ihe|7ed 
they  had  no  ohjedion  to  peace  and  amity  if  ,we  would  let  thej;*^ 
alone.  In  order  to  prevent  the  perpetuating  thefe  fentiment^ 
between  the  two  nations,  he  meant  to  move  an  amendment,  to 
exprefs  the  firm  refolution  of  the  Houfe  to  fupport  his  Majefiy 
in  the  profecution  of  the  war,  to  expunge  thofe  wor^s  wjvch 
feemed  to  denote  an  inveterate  animouty,  to  declare  thatf 
whenever  France  was  difpofed  to  treat  on  reafonable  terms  wc 
would  not  refufe  to  negociate,  and  to  exprefs  a  hope  that  a 
negociation  might  yet  take  place.  He  accordingly  moved  aa 
amendment  to  that  efFedl. 

LtOrd  Temple  hidf  that  he  \^as  forry  for  the  abfenceoftho 
gentlemen  who  lafl  fcffioii  filled  the  benches  on  the  oppofite 
fide.;  and  he  thought  their  defcrting  the  duty  of  their  confii- 
tuents  highly  indefenfibfe,  particularly  at  this  crifis,  when  thek 
arrogant  conduct  and  dangerous  plans  of  the  enemy  called  on 
every  Engli(hman  to  join  in  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  to 
exprefs,  by  their  reprefentatives,  the  unanimity  which,  he  be « 
lieyed,  prevailed  univerfally  through  the  country :  he  hopetl 
they  would  again  return  to  their  duty  in  fpite  of  the  laughter, 
it  was  faid,  they  fo  much  dreaded.  For  his  part  he  mofi: 
heartily  agreed  to  the  Addrefs,  which  he  thought  intitled  to 
unanimous  concurrence,  not  only  on  account  of  its  general 
tenor,  but  ftill  more,  becaufe  the  terms  in  which  it  was  put 
were  fo  guarded  and  temperate,  and  the  words  fo  well  chofen. 
that  every  part  of  it  had  his  hearty  aflent.  While  he  faid  fo 
xnuch  of  the  Addrefs,  he  (hould  not  difguifehis  fentimeqts  fo 
far  as  to  deny  that  he  fincereiy  lamented  the  negociation  ha4 
been  ever  attempted,  and  as  fincereiy  rejoiced  when  it  had  been 
^  broken  off;  for  he  faw  infinitely  more  danger  in  the  concilia 
fioa  of  a  peace  with  the  prefent  rulers  of  France  than  in  the 
'continuatioQ  of  war.  Indeed  the  difpofition  of  thofe  men  was 
(b  mantfefted  in  all  their  condud^  for  the  h(l  four  years,  that 
any  one  might  have  forefeen  the  event  of  the  negociation.  He 
profefled  to  think  that  it  was  a  matter  of  utter  indifference  to 
England  what  form  of  government  might  take  place  in  France, 
VOL.  r.   1797.  P  provided 
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provided  it  was  ftich  as  piomifed  permanence  and  {bcnrity  in 
peace.    The  only  irifh  he  had  was,  that  any  peace  we  nide 
thoiihi  be  lading?  tt  was  for  this  reaibn  that  be  entertained 
fome  hopes  of  pacification  when  he  Taw  the  progrefs  which 
parties  in  Prance  were  making  to  moderation ;  but,  from  tlie 
Daoment  be  faw  that'  the  moderate  party  there  had  given  way» 
he  thought  -^I  hope  of  acccsnniodadon  was  at  an  end.    The 
linn»fon«hie  terins  which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  new 
vfarparion  demanded  as  preliminaries  were  fufficient  evidence 
of  their  detemiination  to  continue  the  war ;  Ittid  it  couJd  not  be 
A>flbledthat|.if  rtiofe  had  been  ffranted,  we  (hoold  have  been 
^xpofed  to  other  demands  ftiil  more  degrading.    The  fame 
brinciple  of  animoilty  by  which  they  were  aduated  from  the 
Mginntng  of  the  conteft  was  vifible  in  their  condu£l  at  Lifle, 
and  was  avowed  in  their  Declaration  fmce  breaking  off  the 
negOciitiOD  ;  for  thev  had  avowed  that  their  government  and 
Mt9  cannot  exifl  together,  and  that  one  of  them  muft  be  de* 
ftroyed ;  and.  in  Ihort,  have  declared  that  deUnda  eft  Carthage 
tnuft  he  the  ^tenninati(>a  of  the  conteft.    Of  the  extent  and 
inveteracy  of  their  deiigns  there  could  be  no  ftronger  proof 
than  their  decreeing  an  army  to  march  to  the  coaft  oppofite  to 
our  ifaores,  and  dignifying  it  with  the  name  of  the  army  ofEng^ 
landi  net  to  mention  their  fcoffing  at  the  rights  of  nations, 
and  difciaiming  all  right  to  be  bound  by  tlie  moft  fokmn  trea*  * 
tieL    What  confidetKe  coqM  fafely  be  placed  in  a  treaty  with 
knen  who  had  broken  the  moft  folemn  pledges  they  had  given 
to  the  world  in  their  declarations,  transferring  at  their  will  to 
the  dominitsn  of  other  powers,  nations  who  confided  in  them; 
refofing  to  ratify  treaties  long  fubfifting ;  offering  al&(Unce  to 
the  rebellious  am  difafleded  of  every  country— with  men  whOf 
while  they  deceived  their  own  country  with  the  name  of  Liber- 
ty, fent  off  the  legal  conftiturional  repreieiitatives  of  the  people 
into  baniflimeiU,  widiout  proof  of  tlieir  jnitit  or  even  trid,  atid 
hnprifoned  a  printer  for  inveAives  againft  their  War  Minifter  ? 
Heiaid,  thai^if  an  honourable  gentleman,  (Mr.  Tiemey)  vrat 
brefentf  he  would  afk  him  what  he  would  fay  if  the  printers  of 
Ibme  of  the  daily  prints  had  been  taken  up  and  imprifoned  for 
detailing  h'a  witticifms  the  other  night  on  the  Secretary  of  tho 
War  Department?    Upon  the  whcJe,  he  declared  that  fo  long 
is  the  government  of  France  remained  in  itt  prefent  trncertaia 
fliKte  he  Ihould  objeA  to  negociation  in  teto.    His  Lordfhip 
concluded  with  b^iog  pardon  of  the  Houfe  for  having  detain* 
td  tliem  (6  long,  a  liberty  he  would  not  have  taken  iftfae  fub* 
je&  did  not  prefs  itfelf  fo  {Irongty  on  his  mind  as  to  overbear  his 
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diiincHnaticfi  to  fpeak ;  but  be  aObr^d  (he  Houfe  be  would 
never  infoir  them  by  faymfi^  i^#  *«</  4  rMnurfmr  the  /ejlott. 

The  CbaneiU^  •ftbi  Exchequer  tohi  immetUtteiy  and  bkA%  that 
liaving  oome4i>wn  to  the  Houfe  this  day  w idi  a  firio  per{«»&oo 
dkat  there  never  extfted  in  the  ktfl«ry  dt  tbia  is^wtry  m  oooir 
(ion  which  protiMfed  a  mote  4inaniiiiBttt  and  nm^ttalified  coftir 
Gorrence  th^n  the  fubjcA  now  fubntted  to  your  dotSm-afiimw 
and  the  meaAire  wbkh  the  peru&ljoftfas  papers  :«|x>n  the  Cable 
naturally  foggeftst  1  rm&}  confibfs'I  waa  even  difappmitad  at 
fome  of  the  (entiments  which  were.ci9n:flcd  by  .my  noUo  ifi* 
ktlon  (much  as  Vrejoioe  to  fee  the  hcpe  whichltti  takntauitr 
fpire)^  how  smicIi  more,  then»  muft  I  havte  kiea^' Sxapnbik  A 
the  (jpeech  of  tlie  honourable  Baronet*  and  the  amendoienl 
with  which  he  oondiided.  I  cannot  agree  withtbetioUe  Lflff4 
diat  we  ought  id  rejoice  that  no  peace  was  nKKle^  oaacfarkft 
can  I  accept  on  the  )>art  of  my  colleagoes  in  office/and  myftU^ 
c£  the  approbation  which  he  was  pleawd  to  oxprefa  dFtfae  maw- 
ner  in  which  we  ooncloded  the  negoctatioo.  I  tcoft  it  will  be 
obvious  to  evpry  man  who  careroliy  attends  to: the  oircunak 
ibnces  of  the  whole  tranfadtion,  and  to  the.  doctnnents  be- 
fore you,  that  the  negociation  was  concluded.' not  by  ns,-  bu|t 
by  tlie  enemy;  tint  it  was  concluded  .boeavfe  we  were^.uo 
longer  fuA:red  to  continue  it ;  that  its  ruptore  .was  the  a£^'df 
.the  enemy,  not  of  the  Britifli  government.  If  wc  have  ^svj 
title  to  the  approbation  t>f  this  Hoofe,  if  we  have:  any  clabm  to 
the  applaufe  of  the  country,  itisbecaufe  we  pcrfevered  wtt& 
unremitted  zeal  to  profecute  a  flncere  defire  of  peace,  to  cone- 
^&  the  negociation  to  a  fucceftfui  termination  as  long  as  there 
was  left  not  a  profpc£t>  but  even  the  fmalleft  chancer  the  remdteft 
probability  of  obtaining  the  objed  of  our  wiflies  oponiicrnft 
ODofifteot  with  the  lK>nour,  the' dignity,;  and  .the  Welfare  of 
the  ftate.  After  having  difchargcd  our  duty,  after  having  eitf- 
.cfted  every  efibrt  in  our  power  to  facilitate  the  attainment  of 
'^peace,  the  next  fentiment  we  feei  is  to  lament  and  depbre  that 
oar  earned  endeavours,  and.perfeverinr  eaertioos^  were  ndt 
•downed  with  the  fuccefs  which  they  dekrved.  Yet  while  we 
fed  regret  upon  this  occafion,  we  are  fax  from  yielding  to  u 
ientiment  of  abjedi  di(inay,  we  are  far  from  heing  inclined' to 
>  adopt  that  unmanly  lijue  of  condoA  which  the  honourable  Sa- 
f  .lonet  recommends.     While  we  lament  the  failure  of  otfr 

wi/faes,  we  ought  not  tocottfulttbedt^tesof  pufillanimqua  ap- 
prehen&on:  we  ought  not  to  fupprei'sthe  fedingsof  juft  itv- 
dj^tion,  to  (brink  from  expxeffing  the  language  of  truth  and 
4itaiir  (eniatioQS^ or  to  forg^  our  duty  to  ow&lves  ii>far^ 
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to  pafs  over  Without  our  macked  dtfapprbb&tion  ttiofe  proceed- 
ings which  mttft  prove-  to  the  world  the  extent  of  the  io'- 
juries  w«  have  fuffered,  and  the  propriety  df  the  cortduS  -we 
are  to  p\)rfue«  Between  the  two  oppofite  lines  which  the 
jioble  Lord  approves  upon  the  one  hand)  and  the  honourable 
Baronet  reo^niitiends  upon  the  other,  the  m^afute  which  has 
been  ptopofed  holds  a  niiddld}  and,  in- calling  upon  you 
tbiglVc  4t,yoor.fanftion,  I  truft  we  ftiffli  have,  if  norcotn- 
|>Iete  unanimity,  at  lealt  the  great  and  general  concunvncey 
haxh  of  die  Houfe  and  of  the  country. 

Bpfore  I  trouble  the  Houfe  with  the  few  obfervations  which 
1  conceive  will  be  neceffary  in  recapitulating  the  different  fleps 
r)f  the  negoctationy  and  the  contents  of  the  papers  before  you,  I 
Iball  take  the  liberty  to  recal  to  you  the  nature  of  the  Amend- 
2nento£  the  honourable  Baronet,  and  the  obfervations  with 
,wh]ch  it   was  aooompanied.     The    worthy   Baronet  began 
•with  deploring  in  general  terms  and  common-place  lamenta- 
tion, the  ^miferies  o(  war.     Does  the  honourablt^  Barorret  im^ 
.  magine  that  I  regret  lefs  than  he  does  the  evils  with  which  a 
fiate  of  war  is  attended  i     Surely  not.    Yet  what  is  the  pur^ 
:{]ofe  of  thefe' ttite  expreffions  of  regret?     Whenitmaft  be 
jevident  ta every  man  who  has  the  leaft  claimrto  impartiality, 
that  the  continuance  of  the  war  is  only  to  be  afcrib(:d  •lathe 
implacable  anioiofity,  to  the  infatiaUe  ambition^-to  the  un- 
.warrflntable  prctenuons  of  the  prefent  frantic  government  of 
france,  is  it  the  buiinefs  of  a  Britifh  parliament  to  content  it- 
ielf  with  mere  ooaunon- place  lamentation  of  the  miferies  of 
^Bvaty  forgetting  that  it  is  our  duty  as'reprefentatives  of  a  great 
rltation  to  fiate  that  the  calamities  we  deplore  are  the  fruits  of  the 
ifijttfticc  and  the  rancorous^  fpirit  of  the  enemy ;  that  tothem» 
and  not  to  us,  .the  £iJiilt  and  the  refponftbility  of  future  extre-* 
4nities  are  to  be  imputed  ?    The  papers  which  his  Majefiy  has 
i3rdered  to  be  laid  befere  the  Houfe  are  in  the  hands  of  every 
jman,  ahd  on  a  fair  and  impartial  confideration  of  them,  can 
there  be  a  doubt  that  the  enemy  alone  are  to  blame  |  can  it  •  be 
doubted  that  his  Majefty's  Minifteis  exerted  every  endeavour 
.in  their  power  to  facilitate  the  concluiion  pf  peace ;  and  riiat 
from  the  £rft  commencement  of  the  negociation  the  whole  of 
'  .the  intermediate  delay,  and  its  final  rupture,  were  owing,  as 
•Jbis  Majefty  exprclTed  it,  to  the  evafive.condud,  the  unwarrant- 
able pretenfionst  the  inordinate  ambition,  and  the  implacable 
animofjjty  of  the  enemy  ?     But  while  the  worthy  Baronet  ib 
bqidlj  accttfes  this  government  of  infincerity  in  the  whole 
cour^of  the  negociation,  and  with  fo  much  oomplaifknce  gives 
J(bP  C^emj  the  credit  of  a  fincere  de&re  of  peace,  and  fo  kind- 
ly 
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ly  wifhes  to  overlook  every  thing  which  fcems  reprehcnfiblc' 
m  their  condii6b,  let  usconfider  a  little  the  nature  of  the  argu- 
ment which  the  honouriWe  Baronet  has  maintained.  Indeed 
hfs  reafoning  does  not  fecm  to  he  veryconfiftenl  with  itfelf/ 
Firft  of  all  the  worthy  Baronet  makes  it  an  article  of  charge' 
againft  his  Majefty's  Mmiften,  thar  in  the  extfting  circum-' 
ftances  they  ought  not  to  have  commenced  the  negociation  ar 
all :  next,  that  they  ought  not  to  liave  perfevered  In  it  when** 
difiionoured  by  the  extraordinary  demands,  the  violations  bP 
pradtce  and  of  form  which  marked  the  condudt  of  the  Frcrith 
in  every  ftep  of  its  prpgrefs ;  and,  thhdly,  he  taxe^  vti  With  in- 
iincerity,  and  expreiles  his  convidlion  that  the  enemy  were  fe- 
rioofly  ditjpofed  to  conclude  a  peace.  Tliefe  different  charges 
are  fo  inconGftent  that  1  am  afraid  it  wril  be  difBcult  for  the' 
worthy  Baronet  to  reconcile  them,  or  to  unite  their  ford  to 
ediibliih  any  general  point  of  argumient  Probably,  however, 
tHae  honourable  Baronet  has  purpofeEv  left  a  confiderable  chafm 
in  his  reafoning  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  thi;  enemy.  Per- 
haps he  was  afraki  of  touching  upon  any  topic  that  might  be 
conflrued  to.exprefs  aiiy  feeling  of  aniniofity.  The'wqrxhy 
Baronet  is  tender  of  ufing  offenfive  language ;  rather  than  riflb 
this  tremendous  evil,  he  chufes  to  difguife  the  triith,  hechuTes 
to  compromife  the  charadler  of  the  ccAintry,  to  leave  it  doubt*; 
ful  to  Europe  and  to  the  world  to  whom  the  fupture  of  hego« 
ciation  is  to  be  afcril)ed  4  to  leave  it  doubtful,  whether  we  cai^ 
rely  upon  the  juftrce  of  our  caufe,  and  can  dare  to  charge  the 
enemy  with  tlie  injury  they  have  coiumitted  and  the  g^ih  they 
have  incurred.  If  there  be  any  doubt  in  the  (^uef^ion^  ha  fqars 
to  probe  it  to  the  bottom,  and  would  ratner  kave  it  with  4 
doubtful  chara£ier  than  explain  it  by  careful  examination.  I 
confefs  however,  that  the  opinion  which  I  entertain  leads  to  a 
diilerent  mode  of  proceeding.  In  my  opinion,  to  invefligate 
with  care,  to  pronounce  our  judgment  with  boldnefs  and  with 
dignity,  is  our  indifpenfibie  duty,  and  the  only  true  manly  con- 
duft.  But,  fays  the  honourable  Baronet,  if  you  adopt  the 
Janguage  of  the  Add refs,- that  is,  if  you  charge  blame  upon 
thoTe  to  whom  blame  attaches,  if  you  purfue  that  manly  condu6t 
which  truth  and  dignity  require,  you  will  chcrifh  a'fpirit  of 
cndlefs  animofity,  So  far  fronj  this  being  the  proper  infer- 
ence, the  very  reverfe  of  this  is  the  cafe.  He  who  fcruples  to 
ikclare  that  the  government  of  France,  afting  in  dire£l  con- 
tempt of  every  principle  of  juftrce,  afling  in.oppofition  to  the 
jntereft  of  France  and  of  Europe,  he  who  blinks  the  difcufEon 
of  this  important  point,  deprives  us  of  the  moft  confolatory  re- 
ficQiwi  which  we  cm  enjoy  amidft  inevitable  calamity  and 

neceflary: 


iro  WO0bPALL*5  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.       [CncWbuf, 

necef&ry  war.  It  is  from  the  confideration  that  the  gpvern-. 
nenty  not  the  people  of  .France,  is  to  blame,  that  we  draw 
the  hope  of  a  change  of  circumfianc^  more  favourable  to  our 
wiflies.  It  is  indeed  a  melancholy  pifiure  to  behold  eredtd 
upon  tlie  ruins  of  any  principles  oi  liberty,  however  wildi 
chimerical,  and  deiu Ave 'they  might  have  been,  a  fyflem  of 
the  mod  flagrant  ufurpation,  of  the  moft  rank  injulHce,  and 
the  moft  atrocious  tyranny  that  ever  (lained  the  page  of  hif- 
tory,  and  difgraced  the  annals  of  the  world.  Yet  when  we 
recoiled  that  it  is  to  the  faral  predominance  of  this,  fyftem 
that  the  miferies  which  opprefs  France,  and  the  calamities 
which  threaten  Europe  are  to  be  afcribed,  when  this  hideous 
and  4ete(lable  tyranny  is  accufed  as  the  caufc  of  the  calami- 
ties  which  we  lament,  the  ground  of  endlefs  animofity  iacare* 
liilly  jcmoved.  The  hope  of  peace  is  again  opened,  and  the 
caufc  of  hodility  i^  not  extended,  but  confined.  Do  we  ac- 
cufe  t^rance  of  the  injufUce  which  her  tyrannic  rulers  have 
coiiimitted  }  Do  we  preclude  the  poflibility  of  reconcilia- 
tion? Surely  not.  There  is  not  a  word  in  the  Addrels 
which  breathes-  the  fpirit  of  perpetual  animoGty.  It^  on  the 
contrary,  makes  every  referve  for  the  return  of  pacific  difpo- 
'fitiojos.  The  declaration  of  his  Majefty  tells  the  people  of 
this  country,  it  tells  to  France,^ and  to  Europe,  that  he  dpes 
>K)t  foregp  the  hope  of  pacification  ;  that  he  is  prepared'  to 
tenew  his  endeavours  for  peace,  whenever  the  enemy  iball 
difcc^er  a  temper  more  correfponding  to  his  own.  Can  any 
iNKords  be  more  contrary  to  the  inference  of  the  Honourable 
Bafonet  4  estn.  any  expreflions  more  diftindlv  guard  againft 
Ihe  danger  which  he  wiihes  to  guard  ?  It  difclaims  all  ani- 
mofity againft  the  French  nation.  It  even  goes  farther.  It 
holds  forth  no  ohjedidn  to  treat  even  with  thofe  who  at  pre- 
fbnt  cxtxdft  the  funAions  of  Government,  if  with  them 
peace  can  beattainedl  Yet,  how  probable  is  it  that  peace 
can:  be  obtained,  confidering  the  principles  which  they  pro- 
fefi,  conndering  the  means  by  which  they  acquired,  and  by 
which  diey  fupport  their  power,  I  fhall  not  difcufs.  But 
although  his  Majefty  may  wiih  a  change  of  government  in 
Franc^ej  Which  would  facilitate  the  conclufran  of  peace,  he 
does  not  confider  this  objeft  as  abfolutely  iodifpenfible. 
Even  now,  after  the  dittipguifhed  fuccelfes  which  have 
crowned  his  arms,  he  is  wiltiiigta  conclude  a  peace  with  that 
very  government,  upon  thofe  moderate  and  conciliatory  terms 
.  4firhich  he  propofed  in  the  moment  ni  oiir^greateft  difficulty. 
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In  rtiting  this,  however,  I  am  fanfible  tliat  1  incur  the  ccn- 
'  fare  which  the  noble  Lord  exprefled  againft  thofe  who  woufd 
agree  to  peace  on  any  terips  with  the  tyranny  which  now  pre- 
vails in  France.     1  know  that  by  fome  ii  is  contended,  that 
with  fuch  an  ufurpation,  no  peace,  however  admiffibic  in  point 

^  of  terms,  ought  to  be  concluded,     I,  for  one,  however,  can- 

not aflent  to  this  opinion.  In  the  preient  fpirit  of  the  enemy, 
indeed,  there  is  little  hope  that  they  would  be  difpofed  to  liftea 
to  any  terms  compatible  with  the  honour,  the  dignity,  and  the 
welfare  of  this  country.  I  have  no  hefitation  even  to  avow, 
and  I  fhould  confider  myfelf  guilty  of  the  grofleft  hypocrify 
and  deceit  were  I  to  deny,  that  for  the  intereft  of  human  na- 
ture, for  the  happinefs  of  France,  for  the  adv^antage  of  Itian- 
kind,  for  the  caufe  of  every  thing  that  can  be  dear  tO  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  I  fhould  behold  with  pleafure  th^  downfall 
'  of  a  government  which  exifis  by  fuch  deteflable  ufurpation, 

P  and  employs  power  to  fuch  unprincipled  ends.   This,  however, 

certainly  is  not  the  objeft  nor  the  principle  of  the  war.  What- 
ever wiAes  may  be  indulged  for  fuch  an  event,  they  do  not 
enter  into  a  fyftem  of  hd^ility  that  will  admit  of  nothing  but 
its  overthrow.  Whatever  violent  means  the  ^government  of 
France  may  employ  to  maintain  and  to  ettend  its  power,  how- 
ever hoftile  it  may  be  to  the  happinefs  of  Europe,  the  ctyurage, 
the  refources,  the  perfevcrancc  of  this  country  enabli}  tts^^atii}' 
I  truft,  under  Providence,  will  enable  us  to  defend  theliooouf 
and  to  fupport  the  intereds  of  the  Britl(h  empire^  undeiP  what- 
ever government  France  may  be  placed.  Still,  hb^ever^  if  we 
do  not  fiiil,  in  that  doty  which  we  owe  to  our  couittry  ahd  to 
ourfelves,  if  we  do  not  fubmit  to  ta'mt  it$  unfullied  glory,  to 
degrade  its  proud  charader,  to  refign  the  foutr^  of  its  com*> 
merce,  to  abandon  the  means  of  its  profperity,  and  the  founda- 
tioni  of  its  ereatnefs ;  if  we  perCft  in  aflerttng  that  rank  which 
we  are  entitled  to  hold  in  the  fcale  cf  natioos,  which,  for  the 
advantage  of  Europe,  we  have  long  maintained,  be  the  govern- 
ment of  France  what  it  may,  peace  I  confider  93  defirable. 
Unleft  tbefc  bleffings  ate  preferred,  unlefs  thefe  obje^  enter 
into  every  treaty  of  peace,  there  is  no  extremity  of  war,  tio 

X  c^tcemity  of  honourable  conteft  that  would  not  be  preferable 
to  the  fembbnoe  of  peaoe  pnrchafed  by  the  facrifice  of  honour, 
by  the  furrender  of  every  thing  that  is  dignified  in  condudl!^ 
every  tbing  that  is  great  among  nations,  and  refpedled  among 
mankind. 

Bat  the  bonoarable  BaraUct  contends,  that  if,  as  we  fay^ 
the  French  were  infincere,  we  ought  not  to  have  commenced 
thcDcgotiation.    Soiafr«s  rq;anls  thofe  who  now  conftitute 

the 
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the  executive  government,  I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  that  I 
never  entertained  the  fmallcft  idea  that  they  were  fincerc  io 
their  profeflions  of  peace.  From  all'the  information  1  have  ob- 
tainedy  and  from  every  conjefture  1  could  form,  I,  for  onc„ 
never  was  duped  by  the  profeflions  they  found  it  convenient  to. 
make.  1  know  and  believe,  however,  that  there  exifted  in 
Frarice  a  ftrong  and  genera]  defire  of  peace.  Seeing  the  fpirit 
of  moderation  gaining  ground,  and  the  madnefs  of  revolution* 
ary  intoxication  rapidly  fubfiding,  1  was  induced  to  think  that 
the  violent  difpofition  of  that  part  of  the  executive  government 
which,  unhappily  for  France  and  for  mankind,  has  gained  the 
afcendancy,  wo\^d  be  reftrained  by  the  force  of  public  opinion. 
I  imagined  that  ambition  would  be  compelled  to  yield  to  mode* 
ration,  that  violence  would  be  forced  to  fubmit  to  reafon,  and 
that  even  frenzy  would  be  fubdued  by  neceflity.  1  did  feel 
that  the  majority  of  the  Dircdlory  laboured  to  thwart  what  they 
dyrd  not  openly  oppofe.  I  was  aware  that  every  thing  was 
done  by  the  prevailing  councils  in  the  Direflory  to  blend  with 
the  difcuflions  which  w^ere  the  fubjeftof  the  negotiation,"  every 
thing  that  could  embarrafs  its  progrefs,  or  to  compel  Miniflers 
to  break  up  the  negotiation  with  all  the  odium  which  it  would 
have  excited.  The  fyftem  they  purfued  was  fufBciently  ex- 
plained by  the  nature  of  the  objections  they  brought  forward. 
They  wimed  to  drive  us  to  the  necdSty  of  abruptly  terminar 
fmg  the  conferences.  ,  They  perplexed  the  negotiation  by  the 
fnoft  uhneceflary  deviations  from  eftabliflied  praflice  ;  they  in- 
fixed ppon  the  mofl  unwarrantable  pretenfions ;  they  totally 
dpparted  from  thofe  forms  which  are  always  important*  to  be 
obfcrved  in  the  tranfadkiops  of  independent  nations.     They  ( 

placed  in  the  power  of  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  an  option  on 
which  it  required  no  froall  degree  of  caution  to  decide,  but 
they  happily  did  make  that  decifion  which  ferved  at  once  toi 
prove  their  ovyn  fincerity,  and  to  difplay  the  perfidious  views 
of  the  enemy.  They  facrificed  thofe  wife  and  falutary  forms 
"which  cuftom  has  introduced  for  the  general  advantage  of  civi- 
lized ftates  i  they  continued  to  endure  the  tiiflin^  arid  evafioq^ 
of  tlie  enemy,  rather  than  give  them  that  opportunity  whicH 
they  fought,  to  throw  the  odium  of  a  rupture  upon  this  coun* 
try.  Ac^cordingly  si  projet  was  prefented,  to  which  neither  a 
contre-projet  was  oppofed,  nor  any  difcuflion  of  its  conditions  ' 
attempted.  Here,  however,  the  honourable  Baronet  informs 
•you,  that  he  had  a  remedy  for  this  inconvenience.  He  tell^ 
yoo  of  a  dcfign  which  he  entertained  laft.  (eflion  of  Parliament^ 
of  making  a  motion  in  this  Houte,  that  lio  projet  (hould  be^. 
given  in  till  the  enemy  were  prepared  to  prcf5*)t  a  c$htr€-projet. 

•  '  •  -Imuft 
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I  muft  acknowledge  I  mud  plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  having 
oecafioned  rome  of  that  regret  which  the  honourable  Baronet 
feels  for  not  having  carried  his  intentions  into  execution.  With 
great  candour  he  communicated  his  deQgn  to  me^  and  I  frankl7 
told  him  that  if  he  was  really  friendly  to  peace,  nothing  could 
for  aiiy  pra£tical  purpofe  be  lefs  calculated  to  promote  that  ob* 
jcd,  than  the  motion  he  intended  to  make.  I  now  find,  how** 
ever,  that  he  thinks  better  of  the  propriety  of  that  motion, 
when  it  can  no  fonger  be  tried,  than  when  he  firft  conceived 
the  idea.  But  if  it  was  right  to  pufh  the  enemy  to  make  fomc 
ofiet)  was  it  r\ot  neceffary  to  bring  them  to  that  alternative, 
when  they  muft  either  enter  into  the  difcuffion  of  the  terms 
propofod  by  this  country,  or  pr^fent  fome  outline  in  their  tura 
upon  which  difcuflion  could  take  place  ?  Was  any  thing  better 
calculated  to  put  ourfelves  more  in  the  right,  and  to  guard 
againft  tlieir  infidious  views,  than  to  depart  from  common 
fHiUfU'iOy  and  call  upon  them  to  ftate  their  objedions  to  our 
tenm,  or  to  propofe  others  of  their  own  ?  I  rejoice  that  the 
coiirfe  which  Minifters  purfucd  was  fo  fortunate.  '  The  quef- 
tion  was  placed  on  a  clear  and  intelligible  footing.  It  now  de« 
fies  ail  the  power  of  mifreprefentation ;  it  challenges  the  moft 
h^rdy  partizan  of  French  politics  to  deny  that  to  them  is  owing 
the  rupture  of  the  negotiation.  It  invites  the  country  to  judge  ; 
it  calb  upon  them  to  determine;  whether  or  tiot  the  prefent  is 
the  crifia  which  demands  every  eflbrt  which  a  people  can  exert 
in  defence  of  their  country.  To  ihew  the  zeal  with  which 
Minifters  ftm^Ied  to  overcome  all  the  preliminary  obftacles^ 
which  the  enemy  threw  in  their  way^  and  their  anxiety  to 
come  to  the  main  point  of  the  negotiation,  it  is  unneceflary  to 
employ  much  argument.  His  Majefty's  declaration,  fupported 
by  the  evidence  of  the  papers  upon  the  table,  can  leave  no  doubc 
upon  any  reafonable  and  impartial  mind. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  before  any  preliminary  points 
came  into  conGderation,  and  even  before  the  plenipotentiaries 
met  for  difcufSon,  the  condu6l  of  the^  French  government  was 
fuch  as  might  have  forbidden  all  negotiation  vvhateveri  had  not 
the  government  of  this  country  been  fuperior  to  the  wanton 
obftacles  with  which  they  were  difcouraged.  However  it  may 
have  been  reprelented  by  intcreft  or  by  party,  Lord  M^lmefbury, 
CTcn  on  his  fiift  owfiion  to  Paris,  was  notdifmifled  on  account 
of  any  difference  in  lerms.  In  fa£l,  the  queftion  had  never 
turned  upon  terms.  It  is  true,  lik^wife^  that  he  was  iTent 
away  n^aily  upon  the  fame  ground  from  Liile.  It  is  true, 
that  in  the  preliminaries  of  peace  agreed  upon  between  France 
and  the  Emperor  of  Gcrmamy,  both  parties  engaged  thcmfelves 
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to  invite  their  refpe6Hve  allies  to  meet  in  a  general  copgrefsy 
an  obligation  which  they  openly  violated.  Notwithftanding  all 
the  obftacles  v^hich  the  paft  conduct,  and  the  prevailing  views 
of  the  majority  of  the  Direflory  pointed  out  as  infeparable  from 
any  new  aitcmp*,  his  Majefty,  hoping  that  the  pacific  difpofitions 
which  he  manifefted  would  give  ftrength  to  that  fpirit  of  mode- 
ration which  was  fpreading  over  France,  and  which  began  to 
a6luate  the  councils,  refiilved  to  renew  the  flighted  and  rejeScd 
ofiers  which  he  had  already  propofed.  In  the  circumftanpcs  ia 
which  they  were  placed,,  the  violent  leaders  of  the  Direflory 
could  not  venture  to  rejcft  at  once  all  overtures,  or  to  break 
off  all  hope  of  ultimate  fuccefs  in  the  negotiation.  From  the 
beginning,  holvever,  they  difplayed  their  temper,  and  their 
hcfiility.  When  the  firil  application  was  made,  they  wan- 
tonly raifetl  every  obftacle  that  could  bring  this  government  to 
feel  the  difficulty  of  the  new  attempt  on  which  they  had  re- 
folved  ;  they  infifted  on  a  mode  of  negotiation  contrary 
tD  the  eftaMiflied  cuftom  among  the  nations  of  Europe, 
contrary  to  approved  convenience  and  utility,  contrary  even  to 
what  they  had  done  in  the  conclufion  of  every  peace  which 
they  had  concluded  with  any  of  the  belligerent  powers  during 
the  ptcient  war  ;  contrary  to  the  mode  they  wifl\ed  to  follow 
in  prn<5lk:c  in  the  courfe  of  this  very  negotiation.  They  dif- 
claimed  every  idea  of  a  preliniinary  peace.  They  indfted 
that  the  conferences  fliouid  be  for  the  purpofe  of  definitive 
peace.  Though  aware  of  the  objeft  and  the  fpirit  of  this 
tergiverfation,  his  Majefly  replieJ  to  them  by  an  argumenf 
which  they  could  not  refift.  He  told  them  that  the  powers 
of  the  plenipotentiary  he  intended  to  fend  would  apply  equally  l| 

to  either  objefi,  either  preliminary  or  definitive.     Contrary  ■< 

to  all  cuftom,  the  paffport  which  they  tranfmitted  for  thet  ! 

plenipotentiary  from  this  country,  unneceflTarily  fpecified  the  i 

nature  of  the  powers  with  which  he  was  to  be  invefted,  and 
the  objeA  on  which  he  was  fcnt.     It  flated  that  it  was,  to  be  | 

for  a  definitive  and  feparate  peace.     To  this  his  Majcfty  i 

might  have  objected,  in  itfelf,  though  apparently  of  no 
real  moment,  it  fufficiently  (hewed  their  intra^lable  fpirit,  i 

stnd  explained  the  nature  of  their  pretenfions.  To  the  one 
point  his  Majefty  replied  as  before,  that  the  powers  of  hi$ 
plenipotentiary  were  equally  fuited.to  both.  But  he  peremp- 
torily refufed  to  alTent  to  the  idea  of  a  feparate  peace.  He  was 
refolved  not  to  abandon  Portugal,  and  he  agreed  that  France 
fiiould  negotiate  for  Spain  and  Holland,  however  little,  con- 
jTidering  the  manner  in  which  they  had  entered  into  the  war,- 
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and  conducted  them  felves  in  its  progrefs,  they  might 'be  en- 
I  titled  to  treat  on  equal  terms.     What  then  was  the  rcfult  of 

I  this  combined  firmnefs  and  moderation  ?     The  violent  fpirit 

[  of  the  enemy  wj^s  forced  to  give  way.  ,  The  mighty  and 

f  aftonifhing  fcheme  of  unprincipled  ufurpation  and  deteftablc 

[  injuftice  which  they  were  then  preparing,  was  not  yet  ripe 

^  for  execution.     It  would  have  been  dangerous  to  have  too 

;  rafhly  provoked  public  opinioh,  and  given  ftrength  to  the 

moderation  of  the  councils.  They  were  therefore  obliged  to 
admit  the  demands  of  his  Majefty.  They  accordingly  afFe6t 
to  treat  likewife  for  their  allies,  although  the  pledge  of  their 
authority  for  this  purpofe  was  never  given  up,  to  the  moment 
of  Lord  Malmefhiiry's  difmiifal.  Baffled  in  all  thein  preli- 
minary attetnpts  to  embarrafs  the  propofed  negotiation,  they 
^  endeavoured  to  kindle  new  differences,  and  to  provoke  former 

refentmentSy  by  wantonly  alluding  to  the  points  which  had 
0        been  difputcd  during  the  firft  negotiation.     They  defcended 
I  even  to  throw  out  infinuations  againft  the  perfon  whom  his 

Majefty  had  pitched  upon  to  conduft  the  conferences  on  the 
part  of  this  country.  This,  however,  they  knew  they  could 
not  ftate  as  a  formal  objeSion  ;  they  knew  that  there  was 
not  an  a£l  of  his,Lordfhip's  conduft  upon  which  they  could 
faften  a  charge.  The  cliarafter  of  the  noble  Lord  fet  their 
malignant  inlinuations  at  defiance,  and  thb  event  of  the  late 
*  miflion  has  (hewn,  that  in  all  the  comprehcnfive  range  of 

talents  which  this  kingdom  happily  affords,  there  could  not 
have  been  found  a  perfon  better  qualified  ^han  Lord  Malmef- 
I  I        Iniry  to  carry  into  effeft  the  benevolent  and  pacific  intentions 
|.  of  his  Majefty,  and  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  nation. 

Not  to  dwell,  however,  on  all  the  intermediate  obftacies. 
Lord  Malmeft)ury  at  laft  reached  Lille,  the  conferences  were 
opened,  and  mutual  powers  exchanged.  The  powers  with 
which  Lord  Malmefljuty  was  invefted,  were  tranfmitted  to 
^  the  Direftory,  and  found  unexceptionable,    although  this 

defed 'was  afterwards  made  the  pretence  of  rupture.  Al- 
though during  the  former  negotiation  it  was  made  a  fubje£t 
of  loud  complaint  that  fo  much  delay  intervened,  and  fo 
many  couriers  were  eipployed,  in  order,  as  was  faid,  that 
the  Britifh  plenipotentiary  might  obtain  inftrudions  from 
his  court,  the  powers  given  by  the  Direftory  to  their  com- 
jniflioners  were  unufually  limited,  and  only  authorized 
them  to  aft  according  to  the  inftrtiSions  which  from  time  to 
time  they  ihodid  receive.  This  I  merely  ftate  without  com- 
ineiity  defiriiig  the  ^oufe  to  treafure  it  up  in  their  memory. 

<i2  Such 
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Such  was  .the  dtuation  in  which  the  negotiation  began,  l 
now  come  to  the  projet.  Can  there  be  a  more  cpiwiiKing 
proof  of  his  Majefty's  fenfe  and  moderation  than  his  authcH 
rifing  a  projet  to  be  delivered  ini  waving  all  forms,  and  anxi- 
ous only  to  come  to  the  difcuffion  of  the  great  obje£U  in  dif- 
pute  f  From  the  peremptory  manner  in  which  the  French  in- 
fifted  that  the  negotiation  (hould  be  for  a  definitive  treaty, 
it  was  to  be  expcfled  that  they  would  h«ve  been  prepared  to 
form  their  determination  on  the  points  at  iiTue  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours.  It  was,  to  be  exped^ed  on  another  ground 
likewife,.  that  they  (hould  have  been  prepared  to  fpecify  the 
terms  which  they  required,  and  the  cbjefts  which  they  meant 

.  to  bring^  into  difcuflion ;  they  were  placed  in  a  very  diSerent 
fituation  from  this  country.  '  We  had  nothing  to  a& :  it  was 
natural  therefore  that  they  (hould  iirll  fay  what  they  requircda 
before  any  offer  came  from  our  fide.  Every  objeflion  of  this 
nature,  however,  was  immediately  waved.  The  projet  de- 
tailed in  the  papers  produced  was  prefented,  than  which  sipro^ 
jet  more  di(lin<^,  more  full,  more  particular,  in  every  point 
more  conciliatory  and  more  moderate,  never  conftituted  the 
firft  word  fpoken  in  the  opening  of  any  negotiation.  Yet  you 
have  fecn  in  what  light  the  enemy  have  thought  proper  to  re- 
preient  this  propofa^.  You  have  heard  What  has  been  faid  of  it 
by  that  prefs  which  circulates  over  Europe  what  it  publifhcs  un- 
der the  direfiion  of  the  Police  of  Paris,  you  have  feen  in  what 
fhape  it  has  been  reprefented  by  the  French  prefs  in  this  coun- 
try, you  have  feen  tlie  ufe  which  that  prefs  makes  of  Englifti 
liberty,  in  tranfcribing  French  fentiments,  and  inculcating 
French  opinions.     Gentlemen,  however,  have  read  the  papcr>  | 

.  let  them  judge  (or  themfelves.  One  blank  it  contained  re- 
ferved  for  the  exprcfs  purpofe  of  knowing  whether  the  French 
meant  to  require  the  reftitution  they  demanded  for  themfelves, 
or  for  their  allies ;  and  when  this  was  afcertained  it  remaiiiod 
bl^nk  no  longer.  The  French  Goverhment,  pretend  ingtp  be 
fo  jealous  for  the  interefl  of  their  allies,  authorifed  their  Pleni- 
potentiaries to  fay  that  tliey  demanded  every  thing  for  them- 
felves, and  that  the  compenfations  we  demanded  (houid  be  re- 
tained out  of  the  pofleflions  of  their  allies.  The  blank  was  ae- 
cordingly  filled  up  agreeably  to  this  explanation.  Yet  then  it 
did  not  preclude  any  other  mode  of  filling  ir  up.  It  remained 
fubjed  to  modification  and  difcuf&on.  The  French  were 
prefled  and  folicited  either  to  accede  to  the  obJe<ft,  or  to  fuh(li- 
tute  any  thing  elfe  which  they  judged  more  proper,  and  to 
come  fairly  to  a  mutual  difcuffion  of  terms.  I  (hall  not  here 
enter  into  any  coafideration  of  this  proja ;  how  far  its  condi- 
tion* 
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tions  might  akimately  have  becA  altered,  conccM  or  main- 
tained, this  is  not  the  proper  time  or  |rface  for  fuch  a  oonfider- 
ation.  I  ihall  neither  argue  whetlier,  as  fome  think,  that  the 
conceflions  were  too  hrge,  nor  whether,  according  toothers, 
they  were  not  on  a  fcale  lufficientty  liberal.  All  I  a(k  is,  whether 
this^r9/W  was  not  on  the  face  of  it  open,  diftind^  int^lieible, 
f  candid  and  conciliatory?  To  Franceweoflfered  aU  we  hafcon- 

quered  in  the  Weft-Indies— -the  ftrong  and,  in  fome  meafure, 
impregnable  tfland  of  Martinique,  St.  Lucia,  Tobago,  that 
part  of  St.  Domingo  occupied  by  our  troops ;  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  Pondichejry  and  Chandernagore,  with  all  their  fettle- 
nnents  and  faAories  in  that  quarter*.  And  in  return  for  what 
were  all  thefe  facrifices  offered  ?  For  peace,  for  peace  alone; 
to  an  enemy  too  that  had  taken  nothing  from  us  at  home  or 
I  .  abroad  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe;  an  enemy  whofe  forces  bad 

never  feparately  met  the  military  ftrength  of  this  country  with* 
out  adding  to  our  national  glory  and  renown ;  an  enemy  whofb 
fleets  never  encountered  ours  but  to  add  to  the  lift  of  their  de- 
feats, and  to  fwell  the  catalogue  of  our  triumphs;  an  enemy 
whole  commerce  was  extingi^iftied,  whofe  navy  annihilated, 
whofe  financial  diftrefs,  however  palliated  by  their  partifans 
here,  was  loudly  proved  in  the  groans  of  the  people,  in  the 
contentions  of  the  Councils,  in  meflages,  in  reports,  in  fpeeches, 
in  the  language  of  remonftranc(^,  and  in  the  adts  of  violence  of 
the  executive  Government.  0(  the  allies,  Spain  had  felt  the  war 
into  which  flie  had  been  compelled  to  enter  only  in  the  triumphs 
ihe  had  added  to  this  country  and  her  own  indelible  difgrace. 
,  One  ifland  had  been  taken  from  her  by  this  country,  for  which, 

^  in  the  circumftances  in  which  (he  ftood,  ihe  could  have  noclaim 

^  for  compenfation.    But  the  ifland  of  Trinidada  was  claimed  on 

another  ground;  it  was  claimed  as  a  condition  of  our  guaran  ; 
-  tctingthe  cefBon  of  the  Spanifti  part  of  St.  Domingo  to  France, 
which,  by  foiemn  treaties,  could  not  be  given  up  without  the 
confent  of  this  country.  To  Holland  we  offered  to  reftorc  all 
the  fources  of  her  commerce,  every  thing  valuable  to  her  piof- 
perity,  and  only  required  that  which  would  have. enabled 
France  to  fubjugatc  tiie  other  pofleffions  of  Holland,  and  to 
I  harrafs  our  own  eftabliOiments  in  the  Eaft.   AH  we  afked  was 

I  ^  that  which  fecured  to  us  what  we  already  poffcffed,  that  which 

was  efiential  to  the  prefcrvation  of  our  antient  eftabH Ihmcnt  and 
our  naval  power.  Look  at  the  ftate  of  the  two  countries,  and 
judge  of  the  value  of  the  conceffion  on  the  one  part,  and  far 
what  would  have  been  the  force  of  the  claim  upon  tlie  other. 
Compare  the  mutual  means  of  ofience  and  refiftsnce,  the 
power  of  the  French  to  take  from  us,  and  the  ability  of  this 
poWiXty  to  retain.    Upon  that  comparlfon  fay,  whether  tho 
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frojet  of  his  Majefty  did  not  :'manifeft  prcx)fs  of  fincerity  and 
moderation  ?  1  am  alliamed  to  dwell  upon  tlie  fubjed  in  argu- 
sncnt.  I  am  .afraid  tl)at,  in  their  conce&iom,  Miiiidcrs  may: 
have  been  thought  too  forward  rather  than  too  backward..  The. 
whole,  however,  was  matter  of  (iircuifion*  of  modihcatioiH 
aud  com)xmi"Ation.  Still,  ncverlheloG,  the  enemy  would  come 
lo  no  difcuflion.  Endlofs  delays  earned  ;  time  was  confumed 
>f>  (end in;;  for  inftruftions  to  Madritd  uikI  to  the  Hague,*  and 
the  confidetation  of  tlie  different  points  ftudioufly  protrad\ed. 
After  the  nej;otiation  had  alFumed  this  ihape,  what  was  done, 
what  progrcls  was  made  after  every  pretence  for  delay  was  re- 
moved ?  They  now  required  that  we,  whom  they  had  fuin- 
nK>ned  to  treat  for  a  definitive  treatv,  Miould  flop  anil  difcufs 
lireltmihary  points,  which,  though  difcufTsd  and  fettled,  we  did 
not  kiK>w  but  the  next  moment  mi«iht  be  wholly  fet  afide. 
They  led  the  conferences  to  vague  and  fccondary  points.  They, 
^  infifted  that  his  Majefty  Ihould  refign  the  title  of  K  ing  of  France* 
a  barmlefs  feather  at  mod,  which  his  anceftors  had  fo  long 
worn  on  their  crown  ;  they  demanded  reftitution  of  tlie  (iMps 
taken  at  Toulon,  or  a  compeniation,  and  a  renunciation  of 
any  n>ortgage  which  this  country  might  polTefs  on  the  Nether- 
lands for  the  loan  guaranteed  to  the  Emperor.  The  honour-^ 
able  Baronet  has  alluded  to  this  laft  point.  It  fohappens»  liow* 
ever,  that  what  the  worthy  Baronet  confidered  as  fo  import- 
mt  was  of  no  importance  at  all.  It  fhewed  onlv  the  arrogant 
and  overbearing  difnofition  of  the  enemy  to  didate  to  third 
parties  in  points  with  which  they  themfclvcs  have  no  connec* 
tion.  The  French  Plcnipotentiaiieswere  immediately  inform- 
ed that  this,  country  had  no  fuch  mortgage,  that  thene  could  j 
be  no  conceffion  where  there  was  no  claim,  aixl  that  the  point 
was  not  worth  talking  alxDut. 

The  next  point  which  occurred  is  of  a  nature  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  dwell  upon.  We  are  called  upon  to  fubfcribe 
as  a  preliminary  that  we  were  prepared  to  give  up  every  thing 
we  had  acquired  during  the  war.  Need  1  argue  the  inadmif- 
jibiiity  of  fuch  a  demand  ?  Need  I  addrefs  niyfcif  to  any  fet  of 
men  to  prove  its  difgraceful  nature,  its  arrogant  pretention,  or 
the  infamy  of  acceding  to  it  ?  Can  there  he  any  ti>an  in  this 
country  to  whom  the  argument  would  be  neccffary  ?  Such  a 
preliminary  could  not  be  admitted  by  any  man  who  was  not 
prepred  to  adore  in  proftrate  bafenefs  the  idol  of  Fiench  power* 
who  was  not  ready  to  proftitute  the  dignity  and  the  honour  of 
his  country  at  the  feet  of  France,  to  fubmit  to  the  burden  of 
accumulating  infamy,  and  of  ilill  more  degrading  homage,  of 
demands  ftiU  more  ignominious,  to  cancel  at  once  all  the  ho- 

nounii 
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nours  of  the  Britifh  name,  and  to  overthrow  the  foundations 
of  BritKh  greatnefs. 

His  Majefty  had  no  hefitation  in  refofuig  to  comply  with 
fuch  unwarrantable  and  tnfolent  demands.  The  French  Di* 
re<Storyy  however,  had  not  yet  acquired,  in  tlieir  opinion,  the 
power  of  adhering  to  all  the  extravagance  of  their  dematids,  nor 
to  treat  with  indifference  his  Majcfty's  moderate  propofals. 
We  faw  the  fpirit  as  early  as  the  14th  of  July,  and  it  was  con- 
firmed on  the  a6th.  His  Majefty's  anfwer  was  received  by 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries  with  afiurances  indeed  of  pacific 
difpoCtion,  but  followed  by  no  renewal  on  their  part  with 
terms  of  neg'xriation.  A  long  delay  took  place;  at  laft,  how 
ever,  afiurnnccs  came  from  them  again  of  a  pacific  difpofitiont 
followed  with  this  obfcrvation,  **  that  the  delay  of  the  anfwer 
wsis  a  proof  that  the  Dire6tofy  did  really  defire  to  forward  the 
'  great  objei^  of  peace ;  that  much  time  muft  neceflarily  be  taken 
up  in  forming  an  anfwer,  becaufe  they  were  under  die  necef* 
fiiy  of  lending  to  their  allies  on  account  of  what  pafled,  and 
that  they  were  endeavouring  to  prevail  on  them  to  accede  to 
propofais  for  putting  an  end  to  the  calamities  of  war."  hit 
in  this  manner  the  Directory  pretended  to  feel  for  their  allies 
in  this  war,  a  war  into  which  they  brought  thefc  allies,  wha 
are  now,  let  the  French  Dii-efiory  a£Ee£t  to  give  them  what 
1  nportancethey  pieafe  in  ihe  net^ociation^  in  a  ftate  of  prollra- 
tion  to  the  French,  and  have  nothing  to  look  for  but  loOes  and 
difgrace.  The  Direftory  then  directed  their  ^Pleniponten- 
tiaries  to  inform  Lor<l  Malmefl)ury  that  they  had  fent  to  tlietr 
allies  for  their  confent  to  our  propofais,  and  that  they  had  oh* 
tainetl  an  anfwer,  but  not  being  a  fatisfaftory  anfwer,  they 
}  were  under  tfie  neccfllty  offending  to  fuch  allies  another  mcf- 

fage.     It  was  thus  they  endeavoured  to  conceal  their  infmcerj- 
ty.     This  continued  until  the  dreadiul  cataftrophe  of  the  4th 
I     '  of  September.     Until  that  violence  appeared  in  Paris,  and  as 

I  late  as  fome  days  after  that  ei4nt,  they  promifed  to  produce  their 

projet^  they  could  not  however  do  fo  in  lefs  than  four  days. 
Xhey  were  ftill  as  pacific  as  formerly  in  their  profeifions. 
I  But  after  all  thefe,  and  this  laft  aiTurance,  what  was  the  firft 

L  ftep  they  took  to  go  on  with  the  negociation  in  this  fpirit  of 

conciliation,  as  they  profcffed  ^  The  firft  ftep  was  to  renew  in 
a  fhape  more  oflFenfive  than  formerly,  the  already  rejeded  de- 
cHand,  which  two  months  before  was  made,  and  when  made, 
poGiively  refeded  by  Lord  Malmcfbnry,  in  which  rejcftion 
they  acquiefced,  and  in  the  interval  between  the  two,*  we  had 
been  patiently  waiting  for  the  propofais  that  were  to  come  from 
sbem,  or  at  ieaft  thi^ir  anfwer  to  ours.   This  demand  of  theirs^ 

thus 
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thus  renewed,  was  nothing  left  than  that  Lord  Malmefbury 
fhould  fhew  to  them,  not  only  his  powers,  but  alfo  his  in- 
ili'udions.  They  aiked»  that  after  they  were  in  pofieflion  of  his 
powers,  they  fliould  know  what  ufe  he  was  inftru&ed  to  make 
of  thofe  powers.  They  aiked  from  us  an  irrevocable  pledgo 
that  we  Ihould  reftore  to  them  and  to  their  allies  all  we  had 
gained,  without  kitowing  from  them  what  they  were  afterwards  > 

toafls.  furdier  fix>m  us.  As  an  inducemeot  for  Lord  Malmdbury 
to  aflent  to  this,  they  faid,  that  although  tliis  demand  was 
made  of  him,  it  would  never  be  required  to  carry  it  into  efleS, 
for  that  there  was  indeed  great  difference  between  knowing  the 
extent  of  the  powers  of  a  minifter,  and  infilling  upon  their  ex* 
ercife.  And  fWre  I  cannot  help  obferving  that  the  honourable 
Baronet,  who  blames  hii  Maj/[!(ly's  Minifters  for  making  any 
propofais  before  we  were  (atisified  that  the  French  would  aib  . 

make  theirs^  can  hardly  cenfure  us  for  not  complying  with  this 
laft  demand.     Suppofe  I  was  anibafTador  for  the  French  Di-  .\ 

teStotyi  and  the  honourable  Baronet  was  ambaflfador  for  Great  "i 

Britain,  and  I  were  to  (ay  to  him,  *^  Will  you  give  up  all  you 
have  gained  7  It  is  only  requefted  of  you  as  a  handfotne  tiling 
as  an  Englifliraan  to  do,  but  no  ungenerous  ufe  (hall  be  made 
of  it."  If  the  honourable  Baronet  were  toconfent  to  thefe  terms, 
would  he  afterwards  expert  me,  zi  a  French  ambaflador  to  fay, 
*^  Now  you  have  a£ted  handfomely,  I,  in  my  turn,  will  (hew 
you  that  I  can  a6l  as  handfomely  as  you,  for  I  (hall  not  retain 
what  you  have  To  genetouily  given;  I  now  return  it  to  you?" 
Why,  Sir,  (liouM  not  we  lie  children  and  mere  drivellers,  if 
we  Were  to  exped  fuch  a  return  for  fuch  a  behaviour?    And   ,  ^ 

the  French  government,  whofe  talents  it  is  the  fafliion  an^ong  jfI 

fome  of  us  to  exalt^.  would  al(b  be  children  and  drivellers,  if 
they  thought  that  we  Ihould  have  acceded  to  fuch  a  propofa): 
But  they  are  bound,  it  feems,  by  their  conftitution  and  private  ^ 
dreaties,  to  infift  on  the  propofitk>n  which  they  (tated  to  us» 
that  is  to  (ay,  France  mufl  firft  eftablith  its  own  claims  to  ho- 
nour and  independence,  and  then  fit  in  judgment  on  its  own 
9&ij  and  call  that  its  honour  and  independence.  If  any  man 
can  really  fuppofe  it  is  poffible  for  this  country,  continently 
with  its  own  lionour,  to  accede  to  fuch  a  propoial,  or  that  fuch  .  * 

a  negoctation,  thus  commenced,  is  likely  to  lead  to  a  good  en4  '\ 

in  favour  of  this  country,  all  1  can  fay  is,  that  with  fuch  a 
man  I  am  unaUe  to  argue.     I  leave  others  to  imagine  what .  | 

was  likely  to  have  been  the  end  of  a  oegociation,  in  which  i€ 
was  to  have  been  fettled,  as  a  preliminary,  that  you  were  to 
give  up  all  that  you  have  gained;  and  when,  on  the  Yide  o( 
your  etiemyi  not  a  word  was  faid,  what  lie  had  to  piopoie  after- 

wards« 
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ftards.  They  di?mand  of  ^onr  ambaflatlor  to  fhew  to  them, 
hot  only  all  his  powers,  bet  alfo  his  'tnftru6lions,  before  the;^ 
ekplain  a  Word  of  theirs;  and  they  tell  you  too,  that  you  arc; 
never  to  exped  to  hear  what  their  powers  are,  until  you  (halt 
be  ready  to  accede  to  any  thing  which  the  Direc9:ory  may 
thilik  fit  to  dilate.     This  h  cfcrtainly  the  fubftance  of  tlie 

f  thing ;  for  they  tell  you»  that  they  are  to  carry  on  the  negocia- 

tion  from  the  inftrudlibns  which  their  Plenipotentiaries  arc  to 
rfcctitc  from  iitnt  to  time  Yrom  the  Dircdlory.  You  are  to 
have  no  power  to  inftruS  your  ambaflador ;  you  are  to  (hew 
to  the  cnenemy  at  once  all  you  have  in  view,  and  they  will 
only  tell  you  from  time  to  time,  as  to  them  Ihalj  feem  meet, 
what  dehiands  thev  fhall  make. — It  was  tlius  it  was  attempted^ 
on  the  (>art  of  the  French,  to  commence  the  negociation.     In 

I  J*^^y  *his  demand  was  made  to  Lord  Malroelbury.     He  re- 

turned fbt  anfwer^  that  his  powers  were  ample.  In  anfwer  td 
,  '  this  they  went  no  further  than  to  fay,  that  if  he  had  no  fuch 
fOWer,  he  fhouM  fend  to  England  to  obtain  it.  To  which  he 
replied,  that  he  had  notf  nor  fliouJd  he  have  it  if  he  fent.  In 
this  they  acquiefce,  and  attempt  to  amufe  us  for  two  months. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  for  rcaforts  beft  known  to  the  French 
Dif«^9bry,  the  Plenipotentiaries  fay  to  Lord  Malmefbury,  not 
whAt  they  faid  before,  fend  to  England  for  power  to  accede  to 
(yro}JGrfWls  Which  yduhave  already  rfejefted,  but,  go  to  England 
yaorfelf  for  fuch  powers,  in  order  to  obtain  peace.  Such  was 
th<5  Way  *m  which  the  profpcfl  of  peace  was  to  be  opened  to 
youj  and  updfi  which  all  hopes  of  peace  were  broken  off, 

.  I  &y  broken  off,  for  the  grofs  attempt  to  deceive  all  Ecjropc  bj^ 

\  the  affeAation  of  moderaticrn,  in  ordering  the  Frertch  Miniflers 
to  remain  at  Liflfe  for  ten  days,  is  really  below  comment. 
They  fay  they  cxpefled  an  Ambaffador  to  return.  They 
kri^w  it  was  impoflible  he  (hould  after  they  had  ftated  as  zjtne 
tpHt  turn  that  you  fhould  throw  yourfelves  at  their  feet  fdr 
meicy  before  you  knew  what  terms  they  fhould  be  afterwards 
in  the  htfrtfour  to'diflate. — ^The  French  government,  however 
they  may  defpife  the  intereft,  have  felt  enough  to  know  the  ne- 

^  tcfCiXj  oiir  giving  a  colour  of  attention  to  the  wiflics  of  the  peo- 

A  pie  of  France,  elfe  they  would  not  have  made'  fo  many  affu- 

TatKres  of  a  fincere'defire'  for  ptace.  But,  fortunately  for  this 
cotintry,  there  is  now  t\o  pretext  left  for  them,  as  is  manifcfl: 
hy  ihe  papers  which  are  now  made  public;  which  exhibit  to 
the  wofW  ihe>,arroga'nte,  violence,  and  duplicity,  not  of  the 
FrertcK  peopte,  not  of  the  whole  government  of  France,  but  of 
others  w1i6^form  a  part  of  the  government,  and  who  now  poflTefs 
all  th*  power  cX  it.  Thai  arrogance,  that  violence^  and  thdt 
Vol.  L   1797.  BL  duplicity 
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duplicity  are  roanifefted  by  their  offering  terms  fuch  as  it 
would  be  neither  ju(l»  honourable,  or  fafe  in  this  country  even 
to  admit  into  the  courfe  of  negociation,  becaufe  they  ought  to 
be  repelled  and  rejeded   the  moment  they  were,  propofed. 
Your  honour  and  independence  required  that  you  {hould  take 
that  courfe.     But  it  is  proper  for  you  to  fee  at  what  it  is  your 
enemy  is  aiming.     It  is  not  againfb  your  commerce ;  it  is  not 
againd  your  wealth ;  it  is  not  againft  your  colonies  in  the 
Weft,  or  territories  in  the  Eaft  ;  nor  is  it  againft  your  m?ri- 
time  grcatnefs,  or  the  extent  of  your  empire.     No !   It  is  the 
cAjcA  of  your  enemy  to  deftroy  the  effence  of  your  liberty, 
the  foundation  of  your  independence,  the  citadel  of  your  hap- 
pinefs,  your 'Con ftitution ;   that  is  the  objedl  of  their  hoftility. 
It  is  evident ;  iliey  themfelvcs  have  declared  it.     They  have 
faid  that  your  government  and  theirs  cannot  fubfift;  that  one 
of  them  niuft  be  deftroyed.     Should  they  come  amone  you, 
they  will  bring  with  their  invading  army  the  great  peltilencc 
to  man,  the  genius  of  French  liberty ;  which  contains  in  it 
every  curfe  to  fociety,  and  would  be  the  total  fubverfion  of 
your  Couftitution,  with  which  it  forms  a  fatal  and  malignant 
contraft.     In  the  place  of  that  beautiful  fabrick  will  be  a  hide- 
ous monfler  that  nothing  can  content  but  the  annihilation  of 
Britifti  liberty,  and  thole  glorious  principles  which  have  ren- 
dered you  the  moft  confpicuous  and  happy  people  in  Europe. 
For  thefe  are  we  to  declare  ourfelves  in  a  manner  that  would 
feem  to  deprecate  the  rage  of  the  enemy  ?     Are  we  under 
thefe  circumftances,  afraid  or  afliamcd  to  declare  in  afirm,  de* 
cifive,  manly  tone,  that  we  will  defend  ourfelves?     Or  are  wc 
to  ihun  the  truth,  and  forget  the  energy  that  belongs  to  Eng-         ^i 
liibmen  ?    I  do  not  fcruple  for  one,  to  declare,  that  if  I  knew 
the  contcft  was  not  likely  to  terminate  in  our  favour,  I  would 
fay,  tliat  the  contcft  with  its  worft  profpcA  would  lie  better 
than  acquiefence  in  thefe  demands,  fince  the  chance  is  better 
than  a  certainty  of  ruin.     If  therefore  we  value  property;  if 
we  value  liberty ;  if  we  value  law  ;  if  we  value  national  power  ; 
if  we  value  any  thing  that  either  has  contributed  or  can  con- 
tribute to  our  happincis,  or  even  to  our  fafety,  we  (ball  rcCft 
thefe  demands  with  indignation.     It  affedls  us  all,  from  the 
higheft  to  the  lowcft.     There  is  not  one  man,  let  his  enjoys 
ments  be  ever  fo  great  or  property  ever  fo  conGderable,  who 
(hould  not  facrifice  any  portion  of  it  to  oppofe  the  violence  of 
the  enemy,  nor  one  whofc  ftock  is  fo  fmall,  that  be  (hould 
not  be  ready  to  facrifice  his  life  in  the  fame  caufe.     We  owe 
it  as  a  debt  to  pofterity  as  well  as  to  ourfelves  to  prefer ve  our 
chara6ler  in  the  page  of  hiftory.     We  owe  it  as  gratitude  to 

Providence, 
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Providence,  whofc  goodhek  has  placed  us,fo  high  in  the  fcale 
of  nations,  and  caufed  us  to  be  the  admiration  of  Europe,  with 
mod  of  the  governments  of  which  ours  is  a  happy  contraft.  1 
fay  gratitude  to  Providence  ought  to  infpire  lis  to  make  efforts 
in  defence  of  the  moft  valuable  bleflSngs  which  we  enjoy. 
There  may  he  danger,  but  on  the  one  fide  there  is  danger  ac- 

f  companied  by  honour,  on  the  other,  the  certainty  of  indelible 

I  difgrace  and  ihame ;  for  it  will  prove  the  dereli6^ion  of  princi- 

ple, and  a  dadardly  fear  which  has  never  yet  been  attributed  to 
you.  Upon  fuch  an  alternative  Englishmen  cannot  hefitate. 
1  wifh  to  difguife  no  part  of  my  fentiments,  nor  the  grounds 
upon  which  I  put  the  ifTue  of  the  caufe.  My  opinion  of  the 
event  of  the  cdntcft  is  not  altered,  but  my  hopes  are  animated. 
Xhe  means  of  our  own  fafety  are  ftill  in  our  own  hands,  and 

\  there  nevef  was  a  period  in  which  wo  were  more  confpicuous 

to  the  world  than  the  prefent.  Our  refourccs  are  ftill  very 
t  grtzt;  our  commerce  is  the  envy  of  furrounding  nations ;  the 
bleffings  which  we  now  enjuy  furnifh  us  with  the  means  of 
continuing  them;  the  proteftion  of  fuch  bleffings  Ltruft  we 
fhall  never  abandon ;  and  I  hope  the  luftre  of  the  Englifh 
charader  will  (hint  forth  and  preferve  your  farae'as  a  nation. 
1  fay,  I  truft  you  will  never  abandon  yourdiity  to  yourfelves 
and  to  your  pofterity,  nor  your  gratitude  to  Providence,  in  any 
extremity  to  which  you  may  be  driven,  but  that  you  will 
chcarfully  enter  intoa  pledge  for  the  fincere  performance  of  your 
duty,  by  declaring  that  you  are  prepared  to  marhtain  yourcha- 
radtcr,  and  that  you  are  determined  to  Hand  or  fall  by  the  laws, 
Fibcrties,  and  religion  of  your  country. 
^  Mr.  G.  jf.  Pollen  faid,  he  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled 

the  Houfe  that  night  with  anyobfervations  relative  to  the  con- 
duct of  Minifters  in  the  late  negociation  ;  but  as  he  perceived 
that  the  fubje£t  now  under  difcuffion  had  branched  out  into  an 
iinexpe6led  variety  of  fhapes,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  hiiu 
ihortly  to  exprefs  the  fentnuents  which  a  ferious  view  of  the 
tranfadion  had  induced  him  to  entertain.  It  was  by  no  means 
his  intention  (it  would  indeed  be  a  vain  and  arrogant  attempt 

I  on  bis  part)  to  venture  going  over  and  commenting  on.  the 

%^       difierent   periods    and    the    defultory   progrefs    of   the    late 
negociation,  after  the  able  and  elocjuent  manner  in  which  they 

|f  had  been  defcantcd  on  and  difcufled  by  the  right  honourable 

Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt).  Such,  however,  had  been  atfirft  his 
deCgn,  but  he  felt  precluded  from  purfuing  it  by  having  heard 
the  fubjedl  already  treated  with  fuch  extraordinary  ability  and 
fuch  minute  detail.  He  would  therefore  content  himfelf  for 
"  the  pieient  with  exprel&ng  his  furprife  at  the  doubts  that  had 

I  R  a  been 
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been  thrown  out  refpeding  the  fincerity  of  his  M.^jefty's  Mi-' 
nifters  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  a  peace.    On  a  forgipr 
o^cafion^  perhaps^  that  fincerity  of  intention  ami  earncftneff  o(F 
eiideavour  were  not  fo  unequivocally  announced ;  bi9(  on  tb^ 
late  occafion  he  could  not  but  think  that  the  ncceffity  of  attain* 
log  peace^  if  it  could  be  obtained  on  juft  and  equitabia  terms, 
prci&d  as  hard  on  the  interefts  and  the  fituation  of  Miniders, 
as  on  any  other  defcription  of  his  Majefty's- fubje^s;  and 
tJierefo»e  it  was  but  candid  to  fuppofe  that  they  were  not  in- 
different or  infmcere  in  their  efforts  to  accompli (b  an  o^jed, 
which  they  mud  have  been  confcious  was  univeifally  fleiirefi. 
But  if  any  infinccrity  was  betrayed  in  that  important  ^r^nf?^- 
tion,  it  could  only  he  inoputed*  indeed  it  is  evidently  iinputa* 
hie,  to  the  Frcfich  Negociators,  or  to  the  prefent  French  gp- 
vcmment,   the  bafis  of^whofe  power  the   fudden  r-eturn  of 
peace  mud  inevitably  have  overthrown.     Every  m^   inu(l 
now  feel  the  trying  fituation  to  which  we  are  redi^d,  and 
every  man  was  free  and  ought  to  deliver  his  opinion  relpcit- 
ing  the  prrfcnt  podure  of  public  affairs  ;  fuc4i  at  leaft  was.th^ 
i\lt:a  he  entertained  of  his  duty,  and  he  hoped  he  fhopU  not  bp 
accufed  of  vanity  for  his  attempt  to  perform  it.     Of  many  of 
the  pad  mcaf^res  of  his  Maji  &y*s  Miniders  he  had  frequ^u^y 
difapproved ;  hut  he  now  felt  the  proprievy  and  n^cedity  of 
throwing  a  veil  over  tlie  pad.     When  we  looj^ed  for^^s^rd*  tbir 
profpeA  was  too  fcrious  and  awful  to  permit  us  to  at^ud  to  w|i^t 
had  gone  bf.    We  were  now  called  to  look  ^  fituation  in  the 
face  which  required  all  our  intrepidity  and  all  our  firmnefs. 
to  confront  without  difqiay.     There  was  no.  longi^r  9i  quef- 
t^oA  of  confumlng  oMr  drength  in  what  he  feared  ly^  aji  un- 
availing druggie  to  maintain  the  balance  of  pgwer,  and  the 
former  fydem  of  European  politics.     A  more  urgent  Care 
prefled  home  on  our  feelings,  and  fliould  engag^the  whole 
of  our  attention.     The  danger  was  imminent,  and  we  had 
now  to  defend  every  thing  that  was  valuable  and  dear  to  us, 
our  laws,  our  liberties,  and  our  conditntion,  which  it  was 
the  fixed  objed  of  the  enemy  to  abolifh  and  overturn  ;  aad 
above  alU  we  had  to  deprecate  and  prevent  what  would  cover 
us  with  inextinguifhable  (hame,  the  permitting  the  French 
to  invade  our  kingdom,  violate  our  females,  and  enflave  ojur 
children.     Impreffed  with  thefe  apprehenfions,  he  could  not 
think  of  acquiefcing  in  the  fentiment^  of  the  honourable 
Baronet,  (Sir  John  Sinclair),  however  highly  he  refpe6led  his 
good  intentions :  above  all,  he  differed  from  him,  when  he 
cxprefled  a  trud  that  France  would  be  foon  fcrioufly  difpoCed 
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to  enter  into  a  fair  and  honourable  negotUtion :  he.  wasi-at  a 
\ok  to  difcover  the  grounds  upon  which  fuch  ajruftcould 
ceft.  The  pioft  prominent  features  of  the  French  govern- 
i^eat  left  no  hppes  that  they  were  defirous  to  renew  the  ne- 
gotiation ;  if  we  waited  for  fuch  a  difpofition  on  their  part, 
he  feared  we  had  long  to  wait.  When  they  fo  obdinately 
rcjeded  the  terms  that  were  offered  them,  he  could  ngt  well 
fee  what  was  likely  to  fatisfy  them.  «  The  Miniller  furely 
fliaMid  not  have  ftooped  lower,  and  he  truded  that  the  rigUt 
honourable  Gentleman  would  never  be  induced  to  make 
greater  coficeflions.  Mr.  Pollen  thought  himfelf  bound  to 
i^y  thus  fDMch  ;  he  WQi^ld  offer  no  morCi  for  ever}'  topic  of 
^rgunient  had  s^iready  been  exhaufied  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  •,  he  would  therefore  only  repeat,  that  the 
Addrefs  (hj>uld  have  his  moft  cordial  fupport. 

,  Mr.  Martin  declared,  he  had  often  liftened  with  admira-^ 

\  tion  to  the  powerful  eloquence  of  the  right  honourable  Gen- 

ttem^n»  though  he  w?s  very  fcldom  induced  to  fupport  his 
^eafures.  Byt  of  ^11  the  fpeeches  he  had  ever  heard  from 
himi  njpne  ^pp^ared  to  him  more  convincing  to  his  mind 
tjiaa  hi$  (pe^ch  of  that  night.  Indeed,  if  the  French  would 
k»V^  HC€^d  to  w>y  reafonable  terras,  it  was  his  opinioa 
they  fhould  not  be  rejeSed ;  but  when  he  faw  they  were  de- 
teffpini^d'  to  dilate  the  conditions,  we  flioqld  not  permit 
Q\ifffih<:$  to  I^e  traitipled  on.  but  evince  the  fpirit  which  be«i 
c^nM  It  gregt  nation,  ^e  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  (ay, 
tl^t  he  thought  the  propofed  amendment  unnecelfary,  and 

t  tb^t  the  original  Addrefs  was  more  conlbnant  to  the  nature 

of  our  prcfent  circumdances.     It  fhould  have  his  fupport, 

[  ^sui  he  earneflly  wifhed  that,  upon  cooler  condderation,  the 

booourable  Baronet  would  be  induced  to  withdraw  his 
amendoiHent. 

Mf.  M  Edwards  hoped,  that  from  the  fimilarity  of  his 
T^vat,  to  that  of  another  Gentleman  (Mjr«  B.  Edwards),  whofe 

f  p^inio&s  widely  diifcired  from    his,  that  he  fhould  not  be 

Dniftak.en  for  that  honourable  Gentleman,  left  that  honour- 

*  able  member  might  be  charged  with  inconfiflency  of  opinion* 

*'*•  U.ebadbuta  few  words  to  offer  in  difapprobation  of  the 

aipiendmeat.  Indeed,  in  his  mind,  it  would  have  been 
qauch  better  that  very  little  had  been  f;;id  on  the  fubjefl:. 
It  w^  a  fubje£l  awful  ^nd  momentous,  and  to  have  decided 
on  it  by  a  filent  vote,  would  have  been  the  tnore  dignified 
9^Mer  ^nd  the  mofl  honpurablc  to  the  feelings  of  the  Houfe. 
As  hQ  h^d  ri(en,  hoyvever,  he  was  happy  ^nd  proud  to  be 

able 
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able  to  fay,  that  in  his  county  (Rutlandfhirc)  the  bed  poffibte 
difpontion  prevailed  among  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  it  was  diftinguifhed  for  the  inditution 
of  the  Yeomanry  Corps.  In  many  of  the  villages  he  knew 
from  porfona!  obfcrvation,  and  from  repeated  afTiirances, 
that  the  people  were  ready  to  make  every  facrifice  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  TTiere  was  a  body  of  villagers,  to 
the  number  of  more  than  a  thoufand,  who  were  prepared  to 
come  forward,  and  to  defend  our  frontiers  whenever  any 
danger  threatened  them.  Such,  he  was  well  fatisfied,  were 
the  fincere  fentiments  of  thofe  friendly  foctettes,  for  he  had 
the  honour  to  belong  to  them,  and  could  anfwer  for  their 
loyalty.  This  perhaps  might  be  deemed  a  piece  of  infor- 
mation of  a  nature  too  private  to  be  mentioned  in  the 
Houfe,  but  he  only  wilhed  to  mention  it  as  a  fymp'tom"t)f 
the  zeal  and  alacrity  which  animated  his  part  of  the  country, 
fiioitld  the  unreafonablenefs  of  the  enemy,  or  their  rafli  at- 
tempts, neceffitate  a  further  prpfecntion  of  the  war,  or  call 
on  our  valour  to  repel  their  attacks.  He  was  particularly 
{^lad  to  obferve  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
)aft  (lie  meant  Mr.  Pollen)  had  altered  his  political  fentiments, 
and  was  brought  to  a  true  fenfe  of  the  fituation  of  the 
Country. 

Mr.  Martin  wi(hed  to  add  a  word,  and  to  remind  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  that  it  was  he  who  fpoke  laft,  and  that  ] 
ke  had  not  altered  his  political  opinions.  What  he  had  to 
obferve  was,  that  though  he  might  think  a  continuance  of  4 
Ae  war  neceffary  under  the  prefent  circumftances,  yet  he 
koped  it  would  be  condufted  on  a  wifer  plan  than  it  had  hi- 
therto ;  that  it  would  be  wholly  changed  into  a  defenfive  war, 
and  carried  on  folely  by  the  operation  of  our  naval  power, 
mod  above  all  that  it  fhould  be  conduced  with  occonomy. 

Mr.  Uoyd  fatd,  however  unaccu domed  I  may  be  to  fpeak 
in  this  Houfe,  yet,  Sir,  I  think  I  fhould  be  wanting  in  the 
duty  I  owe  my  conflituents  if  I  did  not  rife  up  in  this  plac^ 
to  cxprefs  their  and  my  own  deteftation  of  the  perfidious 
condnS  of  the  French  DireSory ;  and  although  the  county 
of  Flint,  as  a  mineral  county,  fuflfers  in  a  particular  manner 
from  the  continuance  of  the  war,  having  almoft  entirely  put 
^  flop  to  the  lead  trade,  yet,  I  truft,  there  will  not  be  found 
in  any  part  of  thefe  kingd«)ms  a  fet  of  men  more  ready  to  op* 
pofc  the  infatiaWe  ambition  of  the  tyrannical  rulers  of 
France,  or  more  willing  io  make  fuch  temporary  facrificcs 
is  may  be  neceflaiy  to  repel  the  attacks  of  an  enemy  that 
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lias  carried  defolation  intq  every  corner  of  the  W4>rlJ'  into 
which  it  haih  penetrated,  and  exercifed  the  nioft  flak- 
ing ads  of  barbarity  that  evtr  difgraced  the  human  race*  lA 
every  country  that  has  been  To  unfortunate  as  to  be  curfed 
with  its  depredation.  I  fay,  Sir,  I  tru/l  there  are  not  a  fet 
of  men  more  ready  or  willing  to  exert  themfelves  at  this  im-* 
portant  crifis  than  thofe  I  have  the  honour  to  reprefent  lit 
this  Aflfembly*  and  for  thefe  reafons  I  (hall  give  my  hearty 
vote  for  the  motion  in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  T.'Tyrwhitt  faid,  he  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  the 
}loufe  at  all,  but  he  could  not  now  forbear  exprefling  the  great 
concern  he  felt  at  the  difference  of  opinion  that  had  unfortu- 
nately manifefted  itfelf  in  the  prefent  debate.  He  aifo  was 
dtfpofed  to  join  in  entreating  tl^e  honourable  Baronet  to* 
withdraw  his  amendment.  If  we  be  but  true  to  ourfelves^ 
there  is  nothing  to  alarm  us ;  but  if  we  are  divided  we 'have 
every  thing  to  fear :  it  was  therefore  eflential  to  evince  the 
moft  perfed  unanimity, on  the  prefect  critical  occafion,  for  ' 
by  unanimoufly  aiTenting  to  the  Addrefs,  we  give  the  direA 
lie  to  the  malevolent  alfertions  of  xhe  Diredoryi  who  fo  in- 
fidiouily  reprefent  us  as  a  divided  people* 

Lord  Carysfort  faid,  that  he  mod  cordially  concurred  in  the 
fcntiments  of  the  Addrefs,  and  that  he  was  neither  inclined 
to  declare  that  any  blame  could  attach  to  Minif^ers  for  their 
^conduft  in  commencing  the  negotiation,  or  that  he  rejoiced 
in  its  unfuccefsful  termination ;  his  conjedures  were  con-^ 
firmed  with  regard,  to  the  condud  of  the  French,  for  he  neve« 
faw  any  reafons  on  which  to  ground  an  expedation  that  the 
*  Frenci)  government  ever  entered  on  the  negotiation  with  a 

fertous  view  to  its  having  a  favourable  ana  happy  idlie^ 
Their  power  wasxfounded  m  a  fyftegi  hoftile  to  the  re-eft«» 
blifliment  of  tranquillity  ;  to  refifl  fucha  fyftem  he  felt  td 
be  our  bed  policy  \  it  was  the  policy  of  MiniQers,  and  he 
thought  it  deferved  the  countenance  of  the  Houfe  and  of  the 
country.  The  French  fyftem  was  fct  up  for  the  annoyancfe 
of  Europe,  and  Europe  could  bear  witnefs  to  the  moderation 
and  juilice  of  our  cauie  {  our  reiiftanct:  was  pointed  againft 
the  roonftrous  ambition  and  exorbitant  pretenfions  of  the 
enemy,  and  it  was,  moreover,  in  unifon  with  the  principles 
upon  which  the  qoumry  had  aded  from  the  beginning,  as 
we  have  unifornaly  declared,  that  whatever  form  their  govern- 
inent  might  aflume,  we  fl)ou!d  not  decline  entering  into  ne- 
gotiatiou/  whenever  fuch  an  attempt  might  be  made,  con- 

.  fiftent 
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fiftent  with  the  hondiir  and  iht  fecuritjr  of  the  cootitry.  To 
that  pledge  we  have  ftriAly  adhered,  and  the  fyftem  of  pru- 
dence and  moderation  which  we  have  tmifor only  aded  on^ 
ihould  unite  all  men  of  every  defcription  in  a  cordial  and 
figorous  defence  cf  our  lawsj  our  rights^  and  ourconftitit- 
tion.  *  Such  an  unanimous  ed-<»p€Hrat)on  ¥rduld  have  th€ 
douhle  good  cShet  of  filendng^he  cgtuilihtei  Which  tibrdsfd 
were  circulated  by  the  enttiiyl  afnd  of  reviving  our  fpirits  at 
home,  if  indeed  our  fpirits  ^!ould  be  permitted  tb  droop; 
There  was  nothing  in  our  fitnatioti  tt>  excite  defpair,  and 
defpair  was  a  fentinient  that  could  never  ehtef  the  fyfeaft  ot 
an  Engliihman.  And  indeed  from  whence  cotild  arife  dur 
defpair  ?  Was-it  ft^om^  rtie  ctopty  threats  held  out  againft  u4 
by  the  Frencyh  ?  We  ha\4B  tried  their  ftrengih  in  niany  con- 
flids  and  the  trials  w*te  Crowned  with  complete  fuccefs. 
Tiic  attibition  of  France  hki,  for  many  years,  afpl^^  to 
univer&l  dominion,  but  their  mrad  attem[^s  hav^  always  beisrt 
repreifed  by  the  valour  tfnd  perfeverance  of  this  counfry ;  and  ^ 
foch  again  mufi  be  the  fate  of  their  dttefttipts,  if  we'  but  op- 
pofe  ib^vct  by  the  fame  arms.  On€  cipcumftithce,  ii  is  true, 
feems  to  juftify  our  atatms  at  the  continuaiide  of  the  war  ;  it 
h  an  unp^rodu^ive  coilteft«  We  have  nifoch  to  tofe*  and  no- 
Aiing  to  gairt.  Nor  can  we  eicpeS  to  make  any  fbccefsfut 
hnpreffion  on  the  elifcmy's  territories  ;  but  ivc  have  afrtWjr 
^oDiiuened  all  their  foreigh  polTefllons,  though  aiiy  «<tempt  t<y  | 

conquer  France  herfelf  is  not  very  likely  to  fuccedl.  An  at- 
fempty  M  ffaeir  pairt,  to  make  ati  impreflie^-  oh  this  tountry^  i 

would  prove  tfqnally  lifApoteitt  and  ineffeduaj.  Their  inva- 
fion  of  England  i^  notefe'Hk^^Iy^tofail,  than  our  ertdeavours  to 
invade  France.  It  wodM  proVe  fatal  to  all  who  (hoiild  be 
eciployied  in'  it.  He  was?  fe^ry,  to  fee  that  Ireland  #as  in  a 
different  flui^tion.  Bii«  tiotwitbftahding  the  prefent  dilhitbed 
ftate  of  that  country,  irt  the  tranquillity  of  which  he  felt  itia- 
terially*  inteivfled,  if  they  dttefnf^ed  a  landing  there,  he  was 
fatis&ed  they  would  meet  with  the  fame  reception  which  they 
had  experienced  on  a  former  occafion.  He  had  no  doubt  oif 
Ibe  ifluei.  it-wetrid  tCOfd  to  the  glory  oftlie  cbun^i^  «ttd  Ihe 
confuffon  of  the  enemyv   H*  trtifled  therefoite  tteit  th^Houfe  ^ 

would  proceed  unttniiwoufly  to^the'  performance  of  theirduty ^ 
and  that  they- Would  df ry  to'thtr  ThYone  a  full  atid  forcibld 
afluranceof  tteir  AniaD^mot»  d^terniinsltion  tocxcrt  the  vigouf 
and  call  forth  the  refk>urc^s  of  the  country,  i,  vigour  and  re^ 
fourcefimot  to  be  equcflled  by  sby  other  nation  in  Europe. 
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DodoT  Laurence  faid^  that  agreeing  with  the  honoursibid 
miembcr  who  fpokq  from  under  the  gallery,  (Mr.  Noel  Ed- 
wardS))  in  the  opinion,  that  a  filent  vote  wa^  preferable  to 
any  declarations  which  might  difturb  the  unammity  of  that 
night,  and  hopiilg  the  honourable  Baronet  who  moved  the 
amendmenti  would  have  yielded  to  the  requeft  which  had 
been  made  to  him  to  withdraw  it,  he  had  intended  not  to 
have  troubled  the  Houfe  with  a  fingle  word.    But  the  unani-^ 
xnity  which  alone  he  wifhed,  was  Tuch  as  might  anfwer  th^ 
fil-m  tone  of  the  Addrefs  propofed  for  the  concurrence  of  the 
floufe,  an  unanimity  of^decifion,  vigour,  and  energy.    H<^ 
hoped  at  kaft,  that  they  who  had  fupported  Government  in 
all  their  meafutes  of  war  or  peace,  would  have  imitated  the 
prudence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had  de« 
cHned  to  argue  whether  he  had  offered  to  the  enemy  toolittlt 
or  too  much,  as  the  price  of  peace  ;  adding  at  the  fame  tirne^ 
that  the  latter  aCcufation  was. that  which  he  moil  appre* 
bended.  Yet  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  declare  hisapprobation  in  the  fuUeft  manner,  of  every 
thing  done  by  the  King's  Minifters  in  the  late  negotiation  ; 
though  he  had  dated,  that  from  the  very  outfet  he  did  not  ex- 
ped  them  to  fucceed.     He  had  thought  this  neceflary,  in 
confequence  of  what  fell  from  another  no^le  Lord,  (Earl 
Temple),  who  rifing  firfl  to  oppofe  the  amendment,  had  ex- 
prefled  his  regret  that  the  negotiation  had  ever  been  com- 
menced, and  his  joy  that  it  had  terminated  in  a  defeat.     Af-^ 
lenting  moft  cordially  to  the  principle  of  that  joy  and  that 
regret.  Dr.  Laurence  obferved,  that  he  felt  himfelf  called  upon 
by  what,  the  laft  fpeaker  had  faid  in  anfwer,  to  avow  his  aifeht 
in  the  face  of  his  country ;  and  however  favourably  the  pacific 
difporuicn  of  Government  might  have  been  originally  vfewed, 
and  whatever  hopes  might  have  been  entertained  that  a  treaty 
would  be  aduaily  concluded,  he  thought  that  no  man  who  had  [ 
ffen  the  papers  then  before  theHoufe,  and  remembered  the  late 
events  in  France^  could  do  otherwife  than  rejoice  at  our  efcape 
from  that  fnare.    For  if  the  Diredory,  a  little  more  pufhed 
by  the  majority  in  their  legiflative  councils,  had  accepted  the 
terms  we  propofed,  in  what  fituation  fliould  we  now  have 
been  placed  ?    When  our  enemies,  without  podtively  con- 
ceding any  thine,  appeared  to  temporize  a  little,  the  more 
violent  and' furious  tadion  among  them,  which  has  now 
gained  the  afcendancy,  was  committed  in  a  dubious  ftruggle 
tor  power.     Had  our  projed  of  a  definitive  treaty  been  then 
Itgned,  how  {faould  we  now  have  ftoo^*?    Has  not  that  fac- 
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riofi  fince  fliflcd,  by  open  force,  the  firft  exprefiion  of  any 
thing  lik^  the  pubGc  voice  of  France  ?  Do  they  not  ((ill 
profefs  the  fame  principle  which  we  fd  often  pronounced  to 
hi  hoftile  and  fatal  to  all  regular  eftablifhtcents  I  Do  they 
not  uniformly  a£i  upon  them ;  and  are  they  not  as  ready  as 
eter  td  pour  forth  their  lior«fes»  to  propagate  thpm  with  the 
bayonet  through  every  other  oatfon  I  Had  the  negotiation 
fucce^d^  (hould  we  not  now  have  been  left,  whh  many 
eflential  points  unfettled,  tatbe  good  faith  of  a  power  that 
neter  regarded  any  company  any  obligationj  any  public  law 
of  Europe^  a  power  that  in  all  our  attempts  to  treat,  had  con- 
ftantly  recurred  to  the  bafis  of  its  own  laws  and  its  own  trea- 
ti^4  of  laws  which  it  changes  at  random,  and  of  treaties  which 
it  violates  as  foon  as  they  (land  in  the  way  of  its  intereft  or 
ambition  I  To  this  country  in  particular  had  not  this  power 
'  ittvariably  declared  and  (hewn  itfqif  hoftiie  to  the  utmoft  ex*-  i 

tent  of  hoftility  ?     Had  not  the  DjreSory  recently  adopted  ^ 

and  publifhed  to  the  world  the  fentiment»  **  that  the  French 
Republic  and  the  government  of  England  could  not  cxi(l 
tdgether  V  Not  that  in  his  eftimation  it  was  neceflary  to 
reiort  to  fuch  evidence ;  the  enemy,  from  the  firft,  lini- 
formfly  betrayed  his  implacable  animoTity  iigainft  us,  in  all 
his  ccmdu6l.  No  p^ace  with  men  of  fuch  opinions  and  f\ich 
principles  can  be  tolerably  fccure,  till  they  ihall  know  that 
'we  have  th^  ability  to  refill  and  avenge  every  infringement  of 
it.  Nor  is  that  ability  to  be  difplayed  by  a  pafllve  fyfteni 
of  defenee,  or  by  fending  againft  them  a  few  ihips,  as  one 
honourable  Gentjem'an  (Mr.  Martin)  had  advifed.     They  ^ 

oiuft  feel  the  vigour  of  our  arms;  they  muft  be  made  fenfiblej 
that  the  hands  whicK  wield  the  weapons,  are  impelled  by  hearts 
a^  brave  as  thofc  which  beat  fo  high  in  the  bofoms  of  our  anr 
ceftors.  When  the  feaibn  of  fecurity  in  peace  fliall  have  ar- 
rived, may  be  a  quefiion  hereafter :  conje£hiring  from  the 
pad,  he  tnought  it  likely  that  he  might  diiFer  again  from 
Minifters  on  that  queftion  ;  but  at  prefent  i\  fdem'cd  to  be 
the  conviaion  of  every  man,  even  of  the  honourable  Baronet  , 

who  moved  the  amendment,  that  the  period  was  not  yet 
come.  By  the  common  confent  of  all,  we  ^re  under'  the 
nccefTity  of  jpurfuing  the  war  with  fpirit  ^nd  refolution. 

Uader  thefe  circumfiances,  he  would  not  go  into  a  retro- 
fpcdt,  which' the  Addreis  before  the  Houfe  did  not  make 
abfolutely  neceflary.  He  only  meani,  in  confequence  of 
what  had  fallen  from  the  noble  Lord  wtlo  fpoke  laft,  to  pro- 
tcft,  in  this  manner,  againft  being  fuppofed  to  give  any  ap- 

probation 
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probation  to  the  proceedings  at  Lifle.  He  di4  iijideed  dif* 
approve  of  them  in  almoft  every  part^  but  (bould  H^  the  pre- 
fent  fituation  of  things,  content  bimfejf  with  fio^ly  dedar- 
iugy  without  arguing^  that  opinion.     • 

Upon  one  point  he  would  tonch^becauie.iii  ihdt  one  be 
could  praifc  the  firmnefs  of  the  King'^  fervants :  he  alluded 
to  the  **  decided  and  inalterable  reCdution"  expreflfedin  ofie 
of  Lord  Grenville's  difpatches,  iiot  <o  admit  of  any  propoTal^ 
for  treating  with  our  enemies,  about  the  navigation  of  iieu«> 
tral  powers  in  time  of  war.  And  he  was  the  more  induced  {to 
advert  to  this  fuhjeA,  on  account  of  a  notion  which  h^d 
been  th^wn  oqt  in  another  place,  (no  matter  lybei^)^  \fy  » 
noble  perfon  who  once  was  at  the  head  of  his  Maj<fty's 
councils^  and  who  might  probaUyhope  to  "be  placed  thqre 
^gain,  and  to  make  a  fecond  peace.  It  had  beep  faid  tha^vire 
had  better  giveup  for  ever  the  right  c^ficarching  neutral  Vf^flels 
and  make  that  concjefliontheground  of  a  new  defen  five  league, 
^han  wait  to  have  it  extqr&ed  from  us.  }ic  truded  we*  nevicr 
ihould  fuflfer  any  fuch  conceflion  to  be  extorted  from  us^  The 
4ay  in  which  any  fgch  threat  y  fhouldhe  figned,  would  be  fa^ 
tal  to  the  naval  power  of  England.  It  is  to  ottr  naval  power 
that  we  owe  the  rank  we  hold  as  a  nation,  ^e  have  pfien, 
it  is  true,  alTumed  another  chafa^er  with^Iory  and  Sucqefs, 
and  he  truded  that  we  a\\^t  ^(lume  it  ag^in  with  e^ual  fpirit 
and  cSclSt ;  but  that  diarader  is  only  temporary.  .  Jt  is  otir 
maritime  fuperioriiy  that  has  hitherto  enabled  ns  permanently 
io  .maintain  the  balance  <>f  European  pow^y  and  to  incline  it 
as  wc  thought  expedient,  not  to  alarm  ^d  fubjugatepther  np- 
tions>but  for  the  prefervation  of  that  halanceoif  power, and  fof 
the  general  benefit  of  all.  .Our  eneiflies  cqpiinually  .aiFed  lo 
put  them(elve3  in  the  place  of  ancient  Rome^  and  us  an  that 
of  its  rival,  Carthage :  and  an-  honourable  fiarone^  aflced, 
dieoiher  night,  if  we  were_  prepared  to  fubmjt,  like  Car- 
thage, to  ftipulate  the  redudion  of  ou^  ileet.  But  fuch  -a 
difgraceful  ftipulation  would  be  lefs  fatal  thw  the  propblal 
infidioufly  hinted  to  Lord  Malmefbiiry  by  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  French'  republic.  He  did  not  mean  lo 
intimate  that  avarice  was  necefTary  to  flimtilate  our  fea^ 
men  to  the  difcbarge  of  their  duty.  They  had  fought  as 
bravely  in  the  laft  century  as  in  any, period  of  our  naval 
hiftory,  and  yet  they  had  not  then  that  intercft  in  .priaccs 
M'hiph  they  now  have,  by  the  bounty  of  the.  King  and  Par? 
liament.^  Bat  if  we  once  gave  up  univerfally  the  clear,  U9- 
dbubtqd  rights  which  America  herfeljf  in  her  prefent  diipute 

§*  ,    wth 
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with  France  has  r^cognized^  of  (lopping  iin4*reafdiiflg  the" 
vtiCtis  of  ^countries  in  peace  and  amity  with  u»,  our  naval 
power  would  have  Kttle  againft  which  it  could  operate  in  any 
future  yrar^.  An  enemy  unable  to  meet  us  in  arms  on  the 
bceany'by  fuVrendering  his  xk^yigation,  might  fectire  his 
whpl^  commerce  in  ncut^^I  (hips,  from  our ;vi6loriou$forc6; 
and' Jj  was  chiefly  by  di^tn^ffing^his  comm^e^  that  a  naval 
IioWcr^93h  ail  fo  as  to  cori^p^  .^.peaqe.  .  It  wAS'fhiis  thai  by 

•  the  trcat)joF  Aivla-Chapiejljie,  *hwns  XV,.  waj^v-pontfented  to 
rettore  all  his  oonqijcftv  that  he  alight  be,  rcleafed  from  the 
prcfjiuc  oliPiir  mai^ititne.poiij^er  on  the  tf ^,  <^£  1^  kingdopi* 

•  D^.^J^j^f5j}C9J|'^I^^t&1^l  he  (hould  not  now  iH<cutj  this  queBion 
it  la;-g^,jgiU  ^c  th^ght  It  his  duty  to  call  th^  attention  of  the 
Ilqute,  ^d  thcnation^  as  early  as  pofliblcy  tq  theidanger  wht^h 
lurked^iqidfff  the  gentle  and  fpecious  lan^iage  of  the  '**-frcc- 
dom  of*  the  teas/'  which  wc  had  been  recommended  to  ac- 

•  knowledge  J  a&  if  the  right,  which  we  had  iavariably  exer- 
cifi^d^  wa^  an  aS  of  ufurpation  and  Injuftice !  •  "^ 

There  was  only  one  point  more  which  he  thought  it  proper 

to  notice,  inxooXequenqe  of  a  phrafe  which  had  come  from 

•high  authority,  in.  tlicprefent  debate.    Tj^he  Chancellor  of 

•  tfK  Exqheqi^er  called  his  Majefty's  title  of  King  of  France^ 
i*  harmlefs  feather. .  In  his  own  opinion,  ao  ancient  dignity, 
t^hich  (or.fo  many  centmrles  had  flied  luftre  oq  the  Englifli 
crown,  ought  to  be  conftdiered  as  a  mere  light,  unfubftantiai 
oVnam^tit.  It  was  boufid  up  indiflblubly  with  the  honour  of 
the  nation.  Jf  wq  fufFered  that  feather  to  be  plucked,  he 
fp^Toi  that  thrpe  othe^  feathers,  which  were  nearly  conneded 
with  jhc  Crown,  aniwere  gallantly  won  in  the  fame  glorious 
Wars  by  wHich  we  firft  alTerted  the  claim  of  our  monarchs  to 
that  harmlefs- feather,  would  foon  follow  :  the  crown,  and 

.  the  throne  ?ffelf  would' hardly  be  fecure.  A  great  nation  caa: 

•  ncveWfefeiyTubMIt  to  beidilgraced.  He  wiflied  the  Houfe 
to  carry  their  recollc6lion  back  to  the  time  of  Edward  III. 
whentbut  tWe  was  fifft  ttfed.  Then^  h  was  that  we  had  the 
firft  regular  a.nd  full  records  of  the  proceedings  in  Parlia- 
inent.  Whether  Jt  .w,as  from-  the  peculiar  favour  of  Provi- 
dence, that  wemight  iiate  ahmys  before  us  an^example  to  fix  J 
and  fteady  our  wavering  courage,  m  momenta  of  terror  and 
trepidation  ;  or  wh*fether  i(  wias  from  the  veneration  of  our 
anccftors  for  this^  facred  relick,  -which  they  preferved  with 

•  religious  .care,while  they  fufinqred  lefs  precious  monuments  to 
'  perifh  ;  but  ft)  the  faSf  Wa^,'  that  the  firft  traces  of  the  deli- 
berations and  confferehces  of  ihe  two  Itoufe^  wjiich  appear, 
pn  fhjrollsj,  are  of  that  epodh,  and  exhibit  a  fituationof 
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the  c<Xinttyy  far  lefs  fiavourdble  than  the  prefent.  In  evei^ 
'  thing  but  the  fpif  it  of  Eiigliihmen.    Making  allowance  for 

rhe  relative  vftlue  of  money,  much  larger  fums  had  then  been 
fpent  in  gaining  the  princes  and  ftates  of  the  Nethei^nds  tt> 
oar  fide,  than  in  the  prefent  war.  '  Yet  no  reHance 
could    be  placed    on  the  allies  whom  we  had  To  gain- 

'  ed.  No  efiedual'aid  was  derived  from  their  co-operation, 
aiffl  iin  hSt  they  foon  after  deferted  us.  Commerce  we  had' 
none.  Our  revenue  Was  not  to  be.incnrioned,  ,Then,  as 
now,  we  were  obliged  to  refort  to  an  iflbe  of  foreign  tola, 
in  order  to  fupply  our  circulation ;  we  hachfcafcfely  any  ipe^ 
cie  of  our  own.  We  had  acquired  nothing;  ftatti  the  ciiehiy ,; 
we  hkd  Ibft  our  natural  dominion  of  the  fea ;  ctuir  codfti  Wei;e 
infulted  and  plundered ;  Harwich  had  been  fet'  on  fire  ;  ftie 
Ifl^of  Thanet,  FolkQone,  and  Dover^  had  lufi^fed  m6re 
lightly ;  Haftings  more  fcverely ;  Southampton  had  beeti 
burnt  to  the  ground ;  a  great  part  of  Plymouth,  with  all  the 
great  (hips  in  that  harbour,  as  well  as  other  harbours  in  the 
weft,  fliared  the  fame  fate  ;  and  the  Ifle  of  Jerfey  had  beea 
conquered,  as  the  records  of  the  Houfe  confefs,  **  to  the  great 
ilander  of  the  whole  land."  Within  our  own  ifland,theScots» 
iK>t  as  now  united  to  us,  but  the  fait  allies  of  our  enemies^ 
were  threatening  the  borders ;  while  in  many  of  our  countiet 
ai^  cities  exifted  a  defperate  knot  of  con(]pirators,  bound  t6* 
gether  by  oath,  upon  the  firft  intelligence  of  tbofe  difafters 
which  they  wifhed  to  their  Cbuntry,  to  rife  in  ^  getieral  in* 
furreAion,  rob,  and  maffacre  their  peaceable,  and  well* 
difpofed  neighbours.*     What^  then,  was  the  cotiduft  of 

Parliament 

*  We  preHsme  the  Icaroed  Oentleman  alludec)  to  what  ^  to  be  found  c^ 
tftcKoIlsot 'Parliament,  Vol.  II.  page  104,  fefHon  ^.  As  then^s  Wo 
n-4ce  of  it  ia  Cotion*a  Abridgenienf ,  we  ihidl  prefclDt  oor  readert  with  a 
tranflation* 

«  Thtk  aie  the  points  on  which  it  wiU  bo  antfla^^ojlneat^t  a  coo* 
fcTcuce  in  this  Parliamenf. 

**  Fiift,  Forafipuch  as  in  divers  counties  and  cities  and  towns  of  the 
r  land,  men  of  evil  covin  are  bound  and  fworn  togetlier,  that  hi  the  hour 

Z  t         when  they  fhall  hear  news  agreeable  to  tiwir  delins»  (from  wlikh  God  defend 
L  us},  they  will  file,  and  rob,  and  murder  their  neighbours,  periods  of  worth, 

r  who  are  peaceably  difpofed,  and  thofe  who  wH  not  be  of  their  covin ;  and  it 

'  i»  their  intent  to  procure  a  general  riot  throughout  the  whole  land  :  what  is 

to  be  ordained  on  that  fuhjeA,  how  bed*  to  be  able  to  reftrain  this  covin. 

<*  Allo^  fotafmuch  as  the  Soots  purpofe  to  make  a  fudden  inroad  into 
Ef^ljind,  to  d(.'(!roy  the  bofder$  and  all  the  country  of  the  North,  and  of 
the  whofe  land  to  the  befl  of  their  power^  th»t  a  fpcedy  remedy  fliould  be 
confidsrcd  and  ordaitled,  ' 

«  Alfi^, 
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FarRs^meDt  on  tti^t  pc^iloMS  aod  awful  occ^don  ?  T^e  Qpin^ 
mqns  refolved  that  the  Government    had  fiifficicnt  powc|| 
to  jprote^  the  internal  peace  of  the  land.    They  propofe? 
mcsifmes  /of .oxternfil  defence.     They  agreed  in  t^e  neceffily 
of.  a  large  fupply,  and, they  declared  their  own  good  will  to 
giant  >vhat  t;hc  e^igencl^s  of  the  ft^te  den^anded;  but  to  gii|e 

f  renter  effeS  xp  the  oieafure,  they  advifed  that  apothcr  ^u*- 
jjOTCipt.ihould  b^  futnmoned,  and  in  the  mean  time  ithcy 
promifed  on  their  Ipyalty  and  allegiance,  that  they  would  re* 
tire^cach  to  his  own  cbuniry,And  there  endeavour  with  all  theJr 
iiifluence,  to.  briog  up*  the  public  mind  to  the  exigencies  of 
.i{^cpublip  (ii^uatibn.     And  what  was  the  event  ?    What'was 
'l^  rejfj^k  o£  th^  vigour  then  exerted;  of  the  fpirk  i^d 
ijiion  then  difplayed  5     What  w^  tjie  conciufion  rf  a  war 
of.,  twenty  y^aVs  ?     A  poace  diflated  l>y  Edward,  as  he  w$s 
marchiag  back  from  tfie  fiege  of  Farisf  '  Upon  that. glorious 
.  exaraj^lc  we  fliould  fix  our  eyes,  till  wc'kindled  as  we  gazed, 
Jntft  the  ze'aU  ajdour^  and  intrepidity  which  glov^ed  in  the 
.  i^earts,  and  blazed  out  in  tlie  cnaracler  and  conduS  of  our 
^anceftors.  .  Wlxat  will  be  the  event  pf  our  prefent  mbmen- 

n.  ^    '  .1-r r-_Li_'. '  >_   _    it 


"lyrtitud/e  to  difcharge  our  duty,  in  obedience  to  his'moral  fiiw  ; 
^^iwl  wljiat  that  d^ty  is»  no  man  car)  hefitate  a  moment,  when 
.there  is  only  the  choice  propofed  in  fuch  elog^qent  and  anl- 
,nuued  language,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer-*.- 
Dawger,  with  glory  ;  or  (jertain^ ^though. poffibly  flower  ruiq, 
.  iiriih  indelible  ihamc." 

He  concluded  by  pointing  out  to  the  honourable  Baronet 
•who  moved  the  amendment,  his  total  want  of  fupport,  anU 
"the  imprertion  which  every  thing  faid  on  the  other  fide^  hovv- 
cvcr  Utile  recommended  by  ability  or  eloquence,  feemed  to 
make  upon  the  Houfe^  and  by  joining  in  the  repeated  re* 
^tiefts  whieh^^iad  hten  addreflfed  to  him,  that  he  would  with- 
fliraw  his  cpotioa. 

Mr.  TFilberforci 

'  rr  '     ~  -  -  ■--!--  ^  -    - 

••  AKif  forasmuch  as,  from  ^lic  want  of  a  navy  on  the  fca  laft  year, 
tl)e  UHVy  of  Fiance  has  dor.e  much  mifchici  hy  un  and  land,  and  conqiiei- 
ed  the  file  of  Jerley,  to  the  great  il^oder  of  the  whole  land  j  let  it  be  .con-  ' 
liJercd  and  ordained,  how  it  may  be  pcflible  to  keep  in  chtck  the  n^vy  of 
France,  and  regain  what  is  loft.  And  that  in  Co  much  the  Commons  be 
«bi€barged^m  the  guard  of  the  fe:^,  and  let  them  have  cunlideration  k> 
treat  on  this  point,  for  there  is  a  fuf&cicnt  navy  In  Engb.od  to  do  this^  ir 
Mfcf  pfQ^lt  wtre  well  dif^fcd/'  ^ 
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^  yiiJPilherfgrce  faid  he  hcarfily  coincided' with  thofc  geftde* 
»len  who  regretted  that  an  amendment.  h:id  been  propofed  by  . 
ihe  honourable  Baronet,  and  vviflierf  th^t' nothing  had  been 
faid  expreflive  of  a  want  of  urmnlmity  in  the  Houfe.     For  " 
his  own  part,  he  would  not  have  faid  a  word  upon  the  fub- 
jc£l,  if  it  had  not  been  extorted  from  him  by  the  honourable 
and  learned  Gentleman  who  kid  juft  fat  down,  and  who^ 
w]hile  he  ftrcnuoufly  recommended  unanimity,  made  ufe  of 
language  very  likely  to  produce  a  direftly  contrary  effcfi. 
He  was  forry  the  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  haJ 
^  not  followed  the  example  of  his  right  honourable  friend,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had  purpofcly  waved  the 
fubje^  introduced  by  the  former^  and  had  faid  exprefsly  that 
whether  his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  gone  too  far  in  concef- 
fions  or  not,  waa  a  queftion  on  which  he  would  not  gjve  an* 
opinion  ;  to  introduce  that  queftion,  therefore,  and  make  it 
a.fubjeS  of  difcuiEon  at  a  time  when  all'  (bouid  be  harmony 
and  unanimity,  was,  in  hi^  mind,  exceedingly  improper, 
and  therefpre  he  protefled  againd.  wh^t  had  f^len  from  the. 
honourable  and  les^rped  Qentleraan«  whain  endeavouring* to: 
jQterpret  his  right  honourable  friend,  .  bad  but  too  fulljr . 
fpoken  for  himfelf.     It  appeared,  however,  thai,  with  the 
exception  of  the  honourable  Saronety  all  wiOied  to  afient  t<» . 
the  Addrefsi  although  with  different  views ;  for  himielf  be; 
could  fay,  that  he  did  not,  with  the  noble  Lord,  regret  that, 
the  negotiatiptt  biid  been  com^p^nced,  npr  rejoice  that  it  was 
broken  off;  on  the  contrary,  he  fjnccrcly  lamentejl,  in  com-. 
men  with  the  King's  MinUiers  and  the  people  at  large^  that' 
it  had  had  fuch  an  i^nprofperous  ifTue.     But  even  fo,  it  was 
iM>t  withgut  its  ufc,  for  when  it  was  feen  that  the  Minifters 
did  fairly  aiid  ca,ndidiy,  and  with  earneft  defires  for  peace^ 
come  forward,  and  that  in  order  to  obtain  it,  they  had  pafled 
by  fo  many  infulis  that  had  been  offered  in  tTie  courfe  of  the 
negotiation,  no  one,  he  conceived,  could  entertain  a  rfoubt  of 
the  unequivocal  condu<5l  of  Government,  on  the'one  han^if 
and  the  unwarrantable  intentions  of  France  on  the  other  \  at 
leaft  he  would  fay,  that  if  there  was  2Xi\  man  who  entertain-* 
e^l  fuch  a  doubt,  he  mud  be  conftrufted  very  differently  from, 
him.     So  far  from  rejoicing  at  the  obft^nate  temper  of  the 
enemy,  he  thought  it  to  be  juft  matter  of  rcgt^t,  and  he  de- 
dared  that^iie  would  continue  to  look  out  with  fmcere  anxiety 
fcr  the  time,  wbeh  under  the  influerupe;  of  returning  reafon, 
the  French  nation  would  come  to  iiegociation  with  an  earneft 
defire  for  that  peace  which  was  ftill  more  neceflary  to  them- 
Xelvcf  Uun  to  England,     In  the  mean  time  \it  WOu*d   tell 

tlic 
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the  people  that  they  muft  content  themfelves  to  bear 
ocmfiaend>Ie  burthens,  hecaufe  all  they  poflcfled,  and  Mm 
fhat  was  valuable  to  them  in  life,  vkttt  at  flake.  That 
as  the  condud  of  the  enemy  in  the  late  nc^ociation  prQ« 
claimed  that  not  the  obfttnacy  of  his  Ma)e(l/s  Mbi(ier$t  but 
'  the  vain  ambition  of  thofe  with  whom  they  nad  to  treat,  had 
procraftinate^  the  wi(hed-for  event  of  peace,  and  that  the  over- 
throw of  ouf  government  was  the  fole  objcA  of  their  dcfigns, 
Engliflimen  (houldfeel  theneceffitv  of  coming  forward  in  pre«> 
fervation  of  the  Conftitution ;  fhould  refledl  on  what  their  fafe« 
ty  and  happinefs  depend^  and  to  fecure  Ihofc  objeds  fliould 
join  hand  and  heart  together  and  pioclaim  to  the  world  that  if 
divided  befbre,  they  could  unite  whenever  union  became  necef 
fny.'  Of  this  univerfal  harmony  of  fentiment  he  heM  the 
unanimity  of  that  night  to  be  a  happy  omen,  and  he  hoped  the 
htmourable  Baronet  wouM,  in  onler  to  give' that  beginning  its 
ftll  ibrce,  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Sir  y,  'Sinclair  faid,  that  he  had  not  propofed  ^the  amend- 
ment without  due  confideration ;  but  he  confefledthat  he  was 
not  Infenfible  to  the  tStSi  of  the  diljplay  of  eloquence  which 
be  had  juft  heard.  He  ftncerely  wiflied  for  unanimity  \  and 
aflured  theHoufe  that  he  was  witling  to  lacrtfice  not  only  his 
opinion,  but  any  thing  elfe  that  he  poflfefled,  to  die  welfare 
<rf  the  country ;  and  wouM  therefore  cheerfiiHy  agree  to  witfiA 
dxaw  his  amendnaent,  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  who 
feconded  k  was  prefent  to  give  his  confent. 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn,  and  the  Addreft 
pa(ftd  mm  rdJ7.-*Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS,  > 

MoKSAY,  Nwembir  13. 
Lord  Hawkefiury,  attended  by  feveral  Members,  prefented 
a  Meflage  from  the  Hpufe  of  Commons,  ftating,  that  the  Con»* 
mons  had  concurred,  ncmine  eontradicente^  in  the  Addref^  to 
tiis  Majefly,  propo&d  by  their  Lordfhips. 

Ordered,  that  the  Lords  with  white  ftaves  do  wait  upon  his 
Majefty  to  know  when  he  will  be  pleafed  to  receive  the  joint 
Addrels  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  , 

ScveraratrangiJments  were  made  by  the  Houfc  with  rcfpedi  , 

to  the  private  bi^nefs,  as  hearing  Appeals,  &c. 

fozariTs  Divorce  Bill  was *pf dented  and  read  a  firft  time. 
Adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


I 


Monday,  Nov.  13. 
At  fcur  o\:lock,  there  being  only  mirty- three  Memhcn 
prefentt  the  Speaker  adjourned  uie  Houfe. 

HOUSE 
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.  HOUSE  OF  LORDS.  •-     '        -  ''  • 
'     Tuesday,  Ww.  14.  '  '^^'v  ? /• 

The  Marqtys  of  Salijhury  informed  the  Houfe,  t])at  ^ilfM^^ 
jcfty  had  been' waited  upon  to  kuow  when  he  would  be  plVafcd 
to  receive  the  Addrcfs'of  the  two  'Houfi^s,  whca  ins  Majedjt 
wai  plcafed  to  appoint  the  next  day  at  three  o'clo^^k. 

Ordered  that  a  Meflage  be  fent  to  .the  Comnwns  to  jiiiforllt 
them  bf  this' appointment— Adjoiifried.  /      . '/    » , , .  ^.  A 


,t  • 


I , 


MOUSE-  OF  COMMONS.'  .  '  ■";     ' '     •■. 

..  ,1.         XUESDAV>.  KoVy  I4-.   -.  t1 .0.0*1  I.-*  hM»..  ''- 

Lord  Hawh^idry  appeared  at  the  Imr^  aod-rhrfdfihed  /A* 
Hou^thatJid  jwd  waited  on  the  Lionls  wUhldi):  unonimoiU 
Addrdfiof^tbe^Houfe  totheKingi    *;••*•  i     •»  .  ...    \ 

The  Chuncelior  of  the  Excht^ar  ga«c  notice^  iijbflib  he^.tvodd 
the  next  day  move  for  a  Comrriittte  to^confider  of  rhc^expedi- 
cncy  ^f  cQ^tinuii^g  the  jeftriftion  upon  .the  payment  of  cafli  by 
tbe  Bank.  ^  ; 

Sir  Philip  Stephem  gave,  in  the.^iinates  qf^he  nawy  for 
n95»  which  were  ordered  t^  }ie  ofi  the  fiaWe*      » *  > 
^  A  nieirage  wasi  received  ffoori'  the  Lords^  that  the'Kkig  had 
^ppc^nted  three  Pidock  the  .nej^c  <la^  to  b^  wait^  -upon  witk 
the  Addpefs-   .    ,     •     ....       ;    f  ...1.   . 

The  Committee  of  Supply  was  poftpoqed-tili  (her  iie^U  day^ 
J— Adjpucncd.   A     .....  . 

r*      /  ;    i:    •         M  .    .     .  ., 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS;    ' 

W£DK«&i>AY,  JVfl2;;.I5. 

r  Their  Lordihips  met  at  half  paft  two  otlocfc*,  -artVl  Went  up 
with  thc^Commons  to  prefent  the  Joliit  unariimcltis  Addrcfs  df 
terh^Hoiifes  to  his  Majefty. — Adjoufned  till  Frijlay. 

HOUSE  STcOMMONS.       ' 
Wednesday,*  AVy.  15. 

The  Spiukir  took  the  chair  at  half  peft  two  o'clock. 

t\it  Secretary  at  War  bi9Ught.up  tfce  Ai:n\y  EAlnates^  and 
gave  notice  that  he  ihooU.movf^  for  |a|;ing-theni'Uita  conlider- 
ation  orf  Monday. 

The  order  of  the  day  fiy,  ^  Hpuf%  to  gp  into  a  Committee 
•  •f  Supply  was  deferred  to  Friday. 

The  other  orders  bf  the  day  were  deferred  till  this  aft^rMon* 

Adjourned  till  half  paft' thr^b'clocK^'  * 
...Vo^/I.  1797.  -  -T         '    '•'\'*      •  *     The 


The  Hottfei'thtn  proooeM^  «>  wtfent  ditt^ 
hit  Mi^cfty.  , 

A  little  alter  four,  t'hb  Moafe  of  Commons  being  reTomcdg 
the  Sfiakcr  reporteil,  that  the  Hoiafb  had  prefented  tm  foUowing 
A4df|^.tp;bii:M^fiy»  tft  iirliich  hiji  Mojefiy  had  been  pleafbd 
ID  J^eiiurp  ;^a,  ^ncifoua  luifwei:* 

*'  WSy  X<9!ur  Maje(ty*s  nipftdutUul  and^al  rubjeai,,  tlw  torrfs  Spi- 
rli^alaiKt  Ttnuporali  and  Com>rton«,  -hi  4EW!i»nefic  alTembled,  have  taken 
siuo  our  m6|^  fedous  conddemTton  the  ptpert  «/h)cfa  yotr  Majtfty  hat  beett 
p^fed  tA  dMfl  to  be  laSd  before  us«  cm  tile  fubjcft  of  the  Negotiation  imp 
«v1i«Aii]|l»ui^Ml!^fty  had  tsnesfoA  «»itbc4i^  imw  of  rtlMng  tu  your  people 
•  k^m^  ap4  jl»foiiab)e  Peace.  In  every  iUge  of  that  tranfaf^ion  we  have 
''^'^"tnMAjpf^  M^if&^%  invariable  and  unremitted  (blicTtudc  for  oarpro- 


,  ei  fry  an^  wenare ;  ^vmle'we  hwefeen  en  the  ottierband  the  iD«ft  ebuoteil 
proofs  of  the  continuance  of  that  |t>?rtt«f  inveterate  ttiiifieiey  ami  defpecue 
iBffMeieit-^  liie^rr  ^mnr  enemientowhieh  tkepi  efent  eooied  firft  prigj- 
sated»  Y«i)r  Ma)e%*s  condu&»  c^raAcrised  by  an  unexampled  mode> 
raiioBt  opennefsy  and  confil'tency^  has  left  to  the  enemy  no  meani  of  eva- 
fiQn»  no  lubterfuge^of 'difguife  or  artifice.  It  tan  no  tongei*  be  denied  that 
their  conduftift  a^uated  by  a  fixed  determination  of  exehidiiig  «H  a&caot 
«f lPeaee,«anii>lf ^rftfligr «t kU  btfaKtrda,  iliehr heftik 4k6gnt vgsMB^ tin 
happiulft  ndiaiety  ofrtbafelungd^lni^  Even  ^e  vain pretenee  otM- 
eM^f  diQ^tio|it  ^.  now  abandoii^ed*  and  tb6  real  purpofe  joH  all  'theiV 
councils,  andall'their  kneafures,  is  at  length  openly  ^d  publicly  Htdwed. 
frift  t6  our  LlWs  anA  &bVtrnipent  that  they  have  drclarrd  ^httrtmeiMi 
ctleable  hsttrcd.  No  facrifiee  will  content  them  but  that  of  cur  liberty^ 
jKreofleeAoit-btil  that  of  cfnreMricd  «Dd  happjr  CopftiiiKioii. 

Under  iVieh  eircumibnees  w«  1^1  the  duty  which  we  owc»  in  thit  great 
p-ifisy  to  Ood  and<x>  ^ur  country.  Animated  by  the  fame  ftilttmentt  which 
^our  Majeftyhas  been  oleafed  to  declare  to  your^Kople  and  to  the  world) 
atiached  to  your  Majefty  by  principle^  doty,  «nd'g9attcude»  and  ftnfible 
'tfant  it  ie  only  firom  courage  and  fhtnnefs  that  we  can  look  either  for  prefent 
fefrty  «T  pcmumcnt  Peacae)  -we  are  defermiBed  to  defend^  with  unfliaken 
rniTolunon  yow  Majefty'i  Throne,  the  Vvtt^  and  properties  of  our  ielloW 
ittlge^Vej  |he  Government  .and  Couftitution  of  our  country,  and  tbeliononr 
Vnd*  Irtd^ptndence  of  the  fiHtifti  empire.  We  know  that  great  exeitions  eft 
neceiTary {  we areprepefeti^  iMke*cltem i  and,  -ptecing our ;fiv» rdiaaqe 
on  thac  Divine  protcAion  which  4«e  alweyt  hitherto  been  extended  to  1^9 
we  will  fuppei  1  youf,  ))4e>t^.llA  (he  )itMOfk  9tfid  fttntfw  hH  wkh  our  Re- 
ligion, Law9>  and  Libertiet •'" 

■ :  u{\ '  ■ 
-fkiB  WKyB,jlfBlt'%  Moat;  GRACiotrs  AKSWBR* 

."   Mr   LCrijOjl    A»D  CEI|f'LkM&Mt 

*«  NOTlilJMf  could  be  m6re  (irtiifaabty  t0  me  than  thie  HWRiuBona 
declaration  of  the  feniiinents  ef  my  Two  Houfes  of  Parliament.  They  am 
fuch  as  thexoodufl  and  decfaunsd  kitoition  of  the  enemy,  could  n6t  fail  to 
'pitxiuce.  'WV  "ttt  engaged  in  ^  ttxik  ^i^khii  common  eo'tfs'iLlIji  and 
eonteudiiu;  for  every  intereft  Which  a  free  and  independent  nitiontoaRilltee 
'tQ  maintain.  .  [Uhder'the  bl^n^  of  Providence  I  ioek  with  ^oon&fetfbe  t^ 
the  iifue  of  this  great  conteft  { 'beit^  iii every  event  my  refolntioa  ie  leken. 
k  ^  fuch  as  1  ^wt  to  God>  W  my  country,  and  to  myfelf  $  end  it  ia 

'confiiMie^'- 


1 


will  not  be  wanting  to  my  people,  but  will  (land  or  hu  ^jiff  ^fliff*^  '*% 


the  defence  of  otjr  RcUaioj)^  and  tbe  maintenance  ot  the  ^8^[fAy!ip^9 
laws,  and  Liherti^  of  theft  lungdomt;**  ^  'j-i   .    J  i  r 

*•    BANK;  •■    '■   ,  /I  -;      -.^0.?.; 

Thf  Chancellor  ofthi  Exeh^er  feST,  thatheltM^ii^j^lrrA]flftt€f 
of  a  notice  vrhkh  he  gave  the  precniing  ^ay,  to  mov^fdr  a  Con^ 
mtttee  to  enquire  ii^to  the  e5tpe(ITdfiCy  of  continaing  the  reftriC' 
fion  upon  the  Bank.  Tb«re  i«eic^  he  &udi  manyiobvioiy 
reafoDS  to  make  a  motion  hecifcffinT;  The  avQifcd  po- 
licy of  our  (^ueflhyf  and  othei*  cfrctuxiftanccst  rencfclrq^  tlj^is'  i 
very  impoffcanthmitter.  Ue  ili<l  not  jpcan.  tp  pu;oi|M?^  f^,  cqiui; 
nuance  of  the  Aft  of  Pariiament^tipon  thsa  AihjftA^  vilhtfU 
examining  what  has  been  theopetatiM  of  'the ^mfeW^  rcAtich 
fioo.  He  meant  alfo  to  proceed  conformaUy  to  pftsqedem^  ^ 
^ffA  as  topvopoie  that  the  Committee  which  were  'iorinerl^ 
ballotted  Ifaould  be  ^oled  to  be  the  Committee  i^tponlhiA  oef:«r 
f  £on,  with  the  exception  dnly  of  fuch  as  were  not  iMmr  vufca^ 

bersof  tbeHoufe, 

The  Sptakir  referred  to  xht  precedent  of  the  ^of  Decern- 
tier,  1781,  as  one  that  was  anakygous  to  the  prffeot  in  point  of 
ianxit  which  was  vtad,  as  wett  »the  A£t  of  Bartiaecietit. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  ExchejiHr  then  moT(}d,  That  ft  Cwth 
mtttee  of  Secrecy  be  appointed  to  enquire  whether  it  may  te 
«irpedient  falther  to  continue  the  reftri&ion  contained  \ti  the  (aid 
a£^  on  payment  in  cbfli  by  the  Baidcof  Englaad^-i^gfeed^.i 
That  die  hutnber  of  the  Comtftktee  be  1 5<--s^reed« 
»  The  cotry  on  the  journals,  that  Tbomaa  Powis;^  Ef<(,  wat 
•no  longer  &  member  of  the  Houfe,  being  rcad-^^ 
i  ^  The  Cbancelhr  of  the  ExchqMff  moved,  that  X^ord .  Vif<;oiM|t 

yUXgtzyt  be  a  member  of  the  faid  Committee,  in  the  room  of 
'"^  laid  Thomas  Powis. 

V    The  Speaker  faid  it  was  neceflary  that  a  qvidlion  (hould  he 
pttt  upon  the  name  of  eadi  Gentkman  wIsq  wereto  comppfe 
I  .the  Commi^ee,  winch  was  dorte  ai^cordingly,  and  all  the 

.  members  of  the  former  Commitl^  were  then  appointed,  ex^ 
'  cept  Mr,  PowiSt  and  Lord  yifcqunt  Belgravefupptied  his  piacej. 

u  The  Gommictee  was  then  direS^ed^  fit  forthvv:itI)  in  the 

^  '•*         Speaker's  chamber.     And  they  had  pow^  to  meet  from  tinie 
\  tcKiine,  aod  iaidJQorn  frpm  pl^ce  to  pbcc.  • .  ^ 

V ,  The  Cbannlhr  "if   ^  Exth^umr  faklf  that  as  various 

^'^QComeots  Whkfh  he  (hob  Id  have  i^ccarion  to  refer  to,  were 

^iiot  ready^  \l  would  hot  be  pofiibTefor  him  to  bring  forward  the 

firiMbd  of  die  public  fioan<3e  on  I^onday,  the  day  for  which  he 

^^      r         .  T  «^  *  iMd 
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iiad  given  notice,    ^c  therefore  AouW  be  tin3c?the  ntc^ktj 
of  deferring  it  till  Friday  fe*nnight. 

Mf.  TitKtuy  wiflied  to  know  the  nature  of  th/i  propoCtion 
which  the  ^inifter  intended  to  bring  forward? 
-  The  Chanctllor  of  the  Exchequer  hid,  that  without  going  into 
•  ccirtfulcrable  lengrii)  he  cbqld  hot  very  predfcly  anfwer  that 
qucftion:  be  would  anfwer,  however,  gen«frally ;  that  he  did 
not  inean  to  propufe,  on  that  day,  refolutions  on  all  the  fub* 
jtd  of  finance,  or  that  were  conneSed  with  all  the  Ways  and 
MeanS'  which  he  ihould  fubmit.  He  fliould  then  ftatc  the 
tout  probable  aynount  of  tlie  Ways  and  Means  preparatory  to 
the.  plan  for  waiting  chem  in  all.  He  (houJd  Oate  cii  that  day 
tliofe  .refolutions  which  were  in  the  ufual  form.  He  ihould 
fta.te  olfo,  in  a.  general  manner,  another  important  part  of  what 
he  hoct  to  fubmit,  that  part  which  wis  moil  of  a  deviation  from 
former  oraftice. 

Sir  Jebn  ^Sinclair  profefled  great  refpeft  for  the  laboun  of 
the  Committee  of  Finance,  and  impatience  to  fee  the  refult  of 
their  Ialx>urs.  They  had  m'ide  reports,  for  which  the  pabiic 
weie  Indebted  to  them,  but  from  the  fliortnefs  of  time  which 
they  had  had,  there  were  many  matters  necefl&rily  excluded 
from  their  examination.  He  wifhed  them  to  complete*  the 
work  v^hich  they  Jiad  begun.  He  therefore  hoped  that  the 
right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Excl>equer  would  not 
be  adverfe  to  the  propofition  for  renewing  their  enquiries.. 

The  Chancellor, of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  never  entertained 
any  hefitation  about  the  propriety  of  that  Committee  proceed* 
ing  with  the  work  they  had  commenced  ;  he  wiftied  for  an 
early  opportunity  for  their  renewing  their  labour,  and  aflured 
^  the  honourable  Baronet  that  meafures  had  been  already  taken 
by  the  Executive  Government  for  that  purpofe,  in  cdnfe- 
quence  of  the  fads  that  had  come  before  them,  and  which 
fliould  be  all  laid  before  the  Committee. 

SEAMEN, 

The  Houfe  having  refolved  itfclf  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  ' 

Lord  jfrden  moved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Comraitte 
that  1 10,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea  fervicc  for  the  yev 
1798,  including  20,000  Marines, 

Mr.  Hkffiy  faid  that,  before  he  gave  his  aflent  to  that  mo* 
•ti%i),he  ihould  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the  number  of.fea- 
men  borne  and  muftered.  He  felt  that  the  naval  fervicc  of 
this  country  was  of  the  greateft  importance ;  be  could  not  give 
his  a(&nt  to  the  reduction  of  our  naval  force.  No  man  i|p- 
•joiced  more  than  he  did  at  opr  late  naval  viflofy;  but  he  was 
£>r  foUpwing  the  blow  up  with  all  poiBble  energy  and  vigour 

He 
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\  He  (hoold  notthcn  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Committee;  but,  if^ 

he  (hould  be  of  the  fame  mind  the  next  day  as  he  was  at  prefenv 
he  ihouid  oppofe  any  redudiion  in  this  fervicc. 

The  Chancelhfr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  there  to\i\A  be  no 

difierence  of  opinion  upon  the  importance  of  the  naval  fervkrc 

•f  this-country  i  nor  any  upon  the  point  that  we  (hcmld  have  ai 

f  very  Jarge  navai  force ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  althMgh  we 

were  to  proceed  in  this  with  vigour  and  eflfeA,  yet  it  was  not  ira-* 

I  prudent  to  haye  fome  view  of  pr a£):ical  oeconomy.  i  io,oci^  mepi 

was  the  iargeft  eftabliihment  of  naval  force  this  country  had  ac 

any  period  of  its  hiftory,  except' the  laft  year;  bat  when  h© 

ccmiufered  that  all  our  enemies  had  been  defeated'  by  fea,  and 

were  compelled  to  yield  to  his  Majefty^s  naval  force,  be  a>ul4 

•not  help  thinking  that  1 10,000  men  were  fully  adequate  to  the 

^pttrpo^es  wWch  the  prefent  war  can  poffibJy  require.     Com* 

paring  that  force  with  all  the  force  of  the  enem\ ,  he  confcfied 

f,  4ie  feared  no  reproach  for  voting  too  little,  by  aflenting  to  the 

motion  then  before  the  Committee, 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried. 

2*645,5001.  were  then  voted  for  thefe  feamen  for  thirteen 
months,  at  the  rate  of  ih  17s.  per  man  per  month. 

«,7 1  i,oool.  for  vidualling  for  the  fame  time,  at  the  rate  of 
ll.  i8s.  per  man  per  month. 

4,290,000],  for  wear  and  tear,  &c.  at  3I.  per  man  per 
month. 

357,5001.  for  ordnance,  &c.  at  5s.  per  man  per  month.     • 

i,20o,oool.  for  expence  of  tranfports,  prifoners,  &c. 

6o,8ool.  for  the  ordinary,  &c. 
>  TTie  Houfe  being  rcfumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re» 

cetved  the  next  day* 

Agreed  to  go  into  another  Committee  of -Supply  on  Friday* 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Thursday,  Nov.  i6i 

Mr..  Serjent  brought  up  the  ordnance  eftimates  for  1798.—- 
^  _  Thev  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jbbott  gave  notice  that  he  would  the  next  day  move 
tfiat  the  reiblations  which  paflcd  laft  feffion  for  promulgating 
of  the  ftaltttes  be  made  (landing  orders  of  the  Houfe. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  ihe  Sc#tcfa 
Note  A&&. 

i^Avy. 
!^r.  Hoim  brought  up  the  report  of  the   Committee 

of 


•* 


of  Siipply,  #bich  vim  read  a  £rft  tMaMS-^^,  die  ^Spcakec*$  put* 
tm»  die  ffocAioat  that  k  be  read  « ifii» 

Mr,  HyJ^  xok^wni  vetdinded  the  Hooib  that  he  bad  the 
pracading  <lfty,  in  Ae  OomimtKt^  ftarcd.  it  to  be  bis  ofwiioa 
thtfl  itwcttld  be  csoeediiigjly  iinpnovadeut,  and  ipiftaken  cdcxmkv 
myv  t^'dimuiilfa  the  niBiDbeir>of  feanien  frdm  iao»ooo,  ihc 
dMtOQMioflaft  year,  to  lao^odo,  tbe  n^ftmtw  ibiqd  iti  tKe  tg^ 
fdlinaoh**^^  had  well  cmfidered  th&  fubjea*  and  coukt  not 
Mog  Mfofidf  to  tUnk  lhatlbfEGi0ii£  re^loQ  had  beetk  Aatod  by 
llic^MiJi^rfer  this  efear/dcdoSioa  from  cur  ;masitiinc  fcMxx. 
He  HiA  MC'Cbe  fmalTcAdMbc  but  that,  ifthcenrmy.worc  to 
hifiirtli'iorct  of  the  eountry  would  be  faily  fufficient  to 
lAak^^m  ftpeot  it  $  fam  he  neirertheieGi  thought  that  it  would 
ht  xiiocb^'tl^iertoi^prettot  their  ooming.  1 1  waa  a  cafe  to 
whicKiiof  i>tfilf  probable^  but  poffible  difaftcia  ihouUbepro- 
-tlded^itift.  Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  talked 
Sn  the  CcHMoitlee  ciidk  parade  \  he  caiikl  nor^  for  bis  party 
iee  how  vortog  the  Cune'  aombcr  of  feamea  wc  had  Jaft  ycar^ 
eoutd  be  taUed  idle  parade.  He  thought  it  wa^  fox  tbe  in- 
feiM  of  the  coontry  to  look  to  her  naval  ftrengthi  and  waa  of 
cpini6n  that  money  employed  in  feameft  to  any  anaount  wouU 
be  godd^aeconomy.  If  any  gcntlemm  io  tbat  Hooie,  qnaltfiod 
'  to  grv^  a  decifive  opinion,  would  rife  in  biiflaoe  and  iay  idiat 
tbe  abaHeAient  of'  ten  tboofiMid  ftanea  would  be  attended 
with  nd  jfAsttble  riAi»  lie  would  Aop  the  fubjcd«  Whatever 
the  CMn<^elk>r  of  th^Eitcbemier  n^t  (ay>  he  (Mn  Hufier) 
was  lA  ttis'  d«m  ^iiiod  eonvMcdd  that  the  tcue  reafon  of  the  di- 
tnihutionl  WAs^die'difflicQlry  feond  in  raifing  Ae  money;  but 
^Ao)^  tbe  fflilNoii  It  fMiM  coft  ft)r  theaddioonal  ten  tbouland 
men  was  hard  to  be  rarfed,  that  difficulty  bore  no  proportioii 
to  Ad  dlflgefs  wo^nri^  toeur.  by  lowrering  our  maritime 
Ifairngtb;  for  eonfidering  'tht  nature  and  difpofitkm  of' tbe 
eniemy;  and  bis  intentSons*  with  rsgard  to  England,  of  which 
no  on^'cduld  well  dottbt,  be  thought  it  was  neceffiiry  not  only 
to  fidbure  ourfklves  from  a  defoent,  but  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a 
great*  diftance.  For  thefe  reafons  he  thonghr  it  would  be  true 
oecondmy  to  tote  f  20,000,  and  to  that  erul  he  would  gite  his 
negative  to  tbe  refolation  for  iio,cco,  and  move  for  the  nnoa- 
ber  TOted  feft  year. 

Tbe  Speaker  begged  leave  to  remind  the  honourable  Gosh 
^eman,  that  as  the  refolution  for  1 10,000  had  already  paflSed 
the  Comminee,  it  would  be  necefiary,  for  any  additiooal  «ac« 
pence,  to  have  it  re-commiiM ;  it  wa$  tberemt  better  to  kt 
th«  refobtion  be  read  a  fecotid  time. 

•''•.'■<••  -  The 
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^  .  The  ChmceUm^  tftht  Etciaptir  &id,  tiMt  he  hod  v^ry  little 

to  fay  in  additicfi  to  the  oUciivaciDnt  lie  bad  laade  x\»  f^lSfSMl* 
ingm^t  upon  the  honouiaUe-QoiidcfB^a'sobje^^WL  On 
die  general  pnodpicy  thai  tt  vne>{cna\ii  poHcy  to  kee;p,<Mir.  miH 
fitknerfonoe  iiiqpQfmsr  ot  lepel  the  00911179  «nd  thatiM  ooccrio- 
my  diOBid' ftMftd  in  the  way'ctfpfi^r  pveviGoas  forn^tioiut 

f  iafety,  heperfedtiy  agreed  wfth^  ^c > honoMCable Ckndemaiu 

No cxpenoe  was  .m»  great.ibr  itktt^ohfedW'SilfiLas  ta  mdxsUud 

\  ^jsconomy^  he  bonccittBd  that .o6:o*atnb\»tion  couidrM  tcogrAst 

I  .  for  the  iAkiycfiA^ivemmnimS.jWtiA.  tboie  knfttdiMi^^ 

ht»  mindit  would  hartfy  'be^peAnd^chat  if  he  y^^e  ^pc9i»- 
yinoed  that  tiie  nuAiber  prppoToi  iveuU  be  foliy  ^deqt^nt^ff 
the  purpofet  rf  fafeiy^  the  mere  espemt  ihouM;  Hof,  J^v^,  ^VW 
duced  him  to  propofe  a  reduAion.  It  vi^,xwmS^qf  •fp  ilpp 
fexiiewbere;'iSrati(  cafes  merely'  poflibie^weifelQi  be  wsM^^.tbc 
.ifoiits  of  tihemivote^  where  were  they  (top  i  If  190^0  men 
^vere  voted,  it  oHgjkt  be  (aid  130,000  were  .neod[jiu*yj;  ^nd  if 
a30»obo»  why  not  140,000?  Tbm  ther«  would  J^  n^end  to 
it.  Bar  the  true  quejlon  waa  thJ5--«-iE)»d  ibe  aatiuaf^thc 
'ftniggie  in  whioh  wd  aae  likely  to  bfc.  cnipgrd  require  mote 
^hen  the  tnambor  frayoffedi  To  any  thimg  (hert  flSFihe4iam-* 
4)er  that  wooM  pit.us  on  a  foaliRii(|^JOtidocidcdTffi}pei:ji9>Mf  pwr 
the  enemy  he  avl^^id  never  gii«e<  b«f  aflbtltk  V<^  ^fi^ld^Uc^  on 
the  other  haiid^  agree  to  any  eKpeact:  btyoild  i^-  .^if^had^Ho 
fteoedmg  day:4»tfid  that  the  reduAiM  yif4^  iriav^^jhcgjuife  the 
maritiinepowenoftheemaiy  ^wad  icAiaeed  fo  aM^p^  low 
as  to  render  th^  fame  extent  of  kaoo  vn^  ^d  4aft  y§Rr  it^^mif 
foperfluous.    Theeiwatsjbowhidi  Jhe.4iliid|)d:yNinB,yetfi^ 

'  V  hi  e^erytmc'a  memory,  and  aflSbrded  tolerable  J«a^  to  isjf- 

I  fok  that  the  ditniQAUbii  intended.  tVM  if^GSilyi  ^RpnGIleuJt 

.withonr  fecurity.  He  hqpqd.tiyejtlanouifable  GcqiSl^n^aB  \^ad 
^not  iforgotlen  that  the  Jate  glorteus  vi^ory-obtaiped  ji^y  Lord 
Dttncan  was  not  the  only  one .  wbiicli-^r^i^pled  t^f  enemy  in 
•  die  laft  year.  Thene  wens  two  more  meft  bc^llismt  a^d  deci- 
iiire  vi&irica  in  that  time,;  (q.  ihat  on  a /compariibn  of  oor 
ibfce  now  with  thattif  the  eneaQy«  it  would  appear  j^ainly  that 

r  li^iooo  men  wereenongb.    I^op  the  other  hafidy  the  bon. 

^  ^  Gentleman  woeld  oooipare..  xhe  iiiunber  now  jpcopofed  with 

^  diat  df  any  former  time,  he  would  find  it  miveh  greater  in  pro* 

fortioo  to  the  neceffityttftbe  cafe»  fo^many  9$  i (q>QOO/men. 
never  bay  11^  faaen  voDedria  any  fetiaer  war,  ^%c^  in  the  Ji^ 
year  of  the  laft  war^  at  which  lime  the  enemy  bad  no  lefa  than 
140  fail  of  the  Itoe^  43eritleman  then  ^lould  compare  that 
with  the  fiate  of  things  npw^  apd<j»ndi41y  fay  whether  Mini- 
Aers  eould  fairly  be  taxed  with  negleA  m  ibe  dhninatipn  they 
propofe.  He  concluded  with  a^uring  the  honouj^ibie  Gentle- 
man, 


•  V 


ipatiy  dtiit  dioogh  in  this  inftance  he  thooght  his  ptopofibon 
mondids  and  unneceflEuy,  he  wooM  alwrayt  lift^  with  re- 
f pcA  aid  attention  to  any  thing  he  vtrooU  think  propertoftate^ 
if  warranted  by  the  ctrcnmlbnces  of  the  country* 

Mr.  JUbrtm  wifhed  XAhfoam  whither  the  dccreafe  \tt  the 
narty  was  to  be  fdlowed  iiya  Accteafe  in  the  army}  He^Mfr^ 
feAly  coincided  *whh  Mr.  Hofley  in  his  lentini«iitt  refpediwg 
the  fupitior  importance  of  the  na^y,  as  well  on  the  gtonnds 
ftated  by  that  Gentleman,  as  on  the  principles  of  humanity, 
for  it  was  worthy  of  remark  that  though  the  battle  of  Oflober 
fad)  when  Lord  Duncan  obtained  the  brilliant  viAory  over  the 
Dutch  was  reckoned  uncommonly  bloody  for  a  fea  fight,  the 
number  of  men  killed  was  not  lb  great  as  fhofe  killed*  in  fome 
finglfr  ikirmifhes  in  -Germany. 

The  Chancelldr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman's  queftion  would  be  folly  anfwered  when  the  army 
dHmates  would  come  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe.  In  the 
mean  time  he  would  fay,  that  the  decreafe  of  the  navy  could 
hot  by  any  means  be  fuppofed  to  juftify  a  decreafe  in  the  army. 
It  was  true,  as  an  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hufleyj  had  faid,  that 
the  enemy  ought  to  be  kept  from  coming  here ;  but  it  was 
equally  true  that  we  (faoold  keep  onrfelves  in  a  ftate  to  give 
good  account  of  him  if  he  fhould  happen  to  come. 
•  Mr.  HuJJej  being  about  to  rife, 

The  Speaker  remat'ked,  that  if  the  honourable  Gentleman 
(hould  be  of  opinioi^  to  perfevere  in  his  amtfndment,  *  it  would 
be  he^fl&ry  for  hkn  to  move  a  recommitment. 

The  refolution  wd^  then  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr;  Huffij  again  mfe,  and  faid^  he  could  not  ta  thc'fuhjeft 
pais  without  trying  the  fate  of  aquef^kni  on  it.  It  Was  true 
the  Beets  of  the  enemy  had  been  much  crippled  or  nearly  dc- 
firoyed,  but  was  the  Houfe  to  conclude  that  they  would  nor 
ufeejiertidns?  No  attempt  to  refit  and  bring  forward' their 
marine?  Could  riot  the  fhips  they,  had  be  repaired?  Were 
they  tt>  he  eitpeAed  to  be  idle  ?  ^  Were  no  ofienfive  operations 
to  be  attempted  to  bring  them  to  better  terms  ^  And  had  we 
not  an  Ally  who  ftood  in  need  of  our  afiibnce  i  He  ff\% 
therefore,  remained  of  his  firft  opinion,  and  though  he  wouFd 
not  divide  the  Houfe,  fince  he  faw  the  fenfe  of  it  againit  him, 
he  would  at  leaft  move  for  a  recommitment.  He  did  fo ;  artd 
the  queftion  beii>gvur;  if  «was' negatived.       Adjourned. ' 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Friday;  Nov.  ty. 
Tlie  Houfe  tnet  at  three o'cfock,  and,'  after  prtiyers  (by  die 
Btfliop  of  BriAoi),  were  read, 

The 
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.  The  X^ri/  Chancjfllw  ftaM^  that  his^Majefty  was  pleafed  to 
make  a  oioft  gitaaioud  anfw^no  the.lat^  addrefi  ofbodi  Houie^ 
ofFariiafDm»)t»  His  Lor^ibiptliefiiaead  hiaMajcftji's  asfwer 
from  the  Woolfack.t  .      -.' 

.  A  variety  ^arrangements  iwete  laado  iwfpedlii^ibe  heating 
ofappeaky  aod  le venal  private  pebticms  were  received*     The 
£eots  Appeal  which 'fiood  fpr  hcarikig  ofi  MocKlaj,  was  ptA« 
puned  till  Woddelfday  o^xt^  ta  .winch  day  the  Houfe  allb   » 
Adjourocd.  -•      r   .•  *.  .      .1  ..  . 

'  '    >."  ^'  . 
HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

J^IRDAY,    Nov.    17. 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  Tcwkcfbuty,  in  the  room  of 
Colonel  Dowdefwcll,  appointed  governor  of  the  Bahamah. 
Iflands. 

Several  edirriates  were  prefentedy  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
'  Table.  • 

The  Cambrics  and  Lawn  Importation  Bill  was  read. a  firft 
k  tiirte. 

Sir  John  Boritue  ffarrtn  took  tlic  cloths  and  his  feat. 
7  he  Scotch  N^tes,  and  Chedzoy  Inclofure  Bills  were  read 
a  firft  time. 

The  Sheriffs  of  the  city  of  London  brought  up  a  Petition 
from  the  Lord  Mayor«  Aldermen  and  Common  Council,  ftat- 
ing)  that  tht'y  wece  empowered  by  an  a£tofPariiament,  which 
was  pafled  for  the  pgrpofe  of  improving-the  entrance  mto  the 
"^  city  of  London  at  Temple  Bar,  to  pull  down  the  church  of  St^ 

^^  Clement  Danes,  but  the  Committee  appointed  to  carry  that 
a£t  into  execution,  having  had  various  e(\imates  and  plans  laid 
beiore  them,  were  of  opinion  that  the  obje<a  of  the  a<ft  might  be 
attained  withaut  pulling  down  that  church,  which  wouM  be 
attended  with  great  inconvenience  and  expence,  by  taking 
down  fome  of  the  houfcs  on  the  South  fide  of  the  Strand,  oppo- 
fite  to  that  church-  The  petitioners  therefore  prayed  fcc  an 
alteration  of  fo  much  of  the  aiSt  as  related  to  this  (ubjeft* 
The  Sheri£  of  the  city  of  London  prefented  another  pcti- 
^  tion  of  the  fame  nattire,  ftating,  that  it  vrould  be  conducive  to 

'^  the  obje£l  of  the  bill,  to  make  an  opening  from  Butclier  Row» 
to  widen  the  entrance  of  Chancery-Lane,  into  Fleet-Street, 
and  of  Cary-Strect  into  Chancery-Lane  j  and  therefore  pray- 
ing that  an  alteration,  &c.  as  before* 

f  he  two  petitions  wer£  referred  to  a  Committee,  confiding 

of  the  members  for  the  city  of  London,  the  city  of  Weft- 

minftcr,  the  county  of  Middlefex,  the   Borough  of  Soutli- 

wark,  &c. 

Vol.  I.   1797.  U  pROMUL- 
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PROMULGATION  0?%HE  STATUTES. 

Mr.  jfbboty  in  purfuance  of  the  notice  he  gave  yefterday^ 
called  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  refototions  paffed  laft 
feffions,  relative  to  the  promulgation  of  the  ftatutes.  He  faid, 
if  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  Houfe  that  thefe  refolutions  ought 
*  to  be  continued,  he  ,(hould  move  that  they  ftould  be  made 
ilanding  orders  of  tlie  Houfe»  with  a  flight  alteration. 

Mr,  Abbot's  moti9n  was  agreed  to  witbput  oppoiuion. 

S£CR£T   COMMITTEE 

Mr; 'i?>'/rgyf  Wrought  up  the  reixjrt*  of  the  Secret  Committee, 
appbinted  to  cortfider  of  the  propriety  tjf  continuing  the  re- 
•ftrWltons  tiponifltiing  of  cafh  from  the  Bank.  The  report 
ftared,  that  tlie  outftanding  debts  and  demands  upon  the  Banit 
of  England,  amounted  to  17.578,961!.  that  the  aflets  in  the 
poflieffion  of  the  bank,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  fame, 
amounted  (exclufive  of  the  ii,ooo,oooI.  due  from  govern- 
mem)  to  2i,4i8«46il.  leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  bank 
of  3,839,500!.  That  the  advances  made  by  tlie  bank  to  go*- 
vernment,  had  been  rcdticed  fo  low  is  to  amount  to  little  more 
'than  4,500,000!.  that  the  Courfe  of  Exchange  between  this 
country  and  Hamburgh  was  liighiy  favourable  to  this  country > 
and  that  there  was  every  reafon  to  fuppofe  it  would  continue, 
utilefs  altered  by  fome  political  and  unforefeen  events;  that 
the  quantity  of  caih  and  bullion  now  in  the  poflfcfBon  of  the 
•bank,  amounted  to  five  times  as  much  as  it  did  in  the  month 
of  February  laft ;  that  the  bankers  and  others,  who,  by  aclaofe 
in  the  2C&.  of  parliament,  impofing  the  reftriSion  to  claint 
three-fourths  of  the  cafti  depolited  by  them,  in  payment,  had  only 
called  for  one- fixteenth;  that  notw ith Rand ing  this  favourable 
ftatc  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank,  the  Committee  were  of  opinion^ 
that,  as  the  principal  objeft  of  the  enemy  was  to  diftrefs  the 
finances  of  this  country,  the  reftriAion  ought  to  be  continued, 
which,  they  were  of  opinion,  might  he  done  without  prejudice 
to  the  credit  of  the  bank,  and  with  advanta^  to  the  natiot%. 
The  report  alfo  contained  a  refolution  of  the  Diredlors  of  the 
Sank  of  England,  of  the  26th  ultimo,  ftating,  that  their  afiairs 
were  then  in  fuch  a  flate  as  to  enable  them  to  make  their  pay- 
ments in  cafh,  as  ufual,  if  the  political  concerns  of  the  country 
dkl  not  require  the  contrary. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (aid,  he  rofe  to  move,  that  this 
report  (liould  beprtnt^d,  in  Orderto  convey  moreextenfively  the 

fetisf;^6lon 

.<^  See  the  Report  in  the  Appendix. 
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I  fatisfadion  which  every  mamrouft  feel  at  perufing  fuch  a  report. 

I  Eut  be  hoped  he  fhould  be  forg4ven,  if  he  did  not  \yait  till  the 

i  papers  were  printed,  to  move  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  the  re- 

ftriction.  He  was  confident,  that  the  confidcration^fodiftindlly 
and  fo  forcibly  exprefild  in  the  report,  would  leave  no  doubt 
-in  the  mind  of  any  Gentleman  of  continuing  the  rcftriaion 
Tinder  the  prefent  circumftance s.  He  was  anxious  to  take  the 
firft  opportunity  of  dating  it  diftih6Hy  to  be  his  opinioii,'  that, 
a&  long  as  the  conteft  in  which  we  were  engaged,  continued  in 
its  prdent  ihape,  fo  long  ooght  this  reftriAion  to  continue^ 
always  refer.ving  to  Parliament  the  power  of  ptuting^  ^n  xpd  to 
it.  In  contiouing  this  reftriflion,  the  Houfe  OHift.  ieel  gi:eat 
fatisfaflion  in  thinking,  that  it  was  not  from  any.coniiijden^Upn 
of  the^necefity  of  the  meafure  arifing  from  the  ftateofthe 
affairs  oCthe  bank  that  it  was  adopted. 

£very  body  muft  laoient  that  any  caufe  (hould  exid  wbicll 
Tendered  it  prudent  to  prolong  the  reftridion,  and  the  Houfe 
muft  with  to  put  an  end  to  it  as  (bon  as  poi&ble  ;  but,  at  the 
-fame  time,  it  muft  be  a  fource  of  ^great  falisfa6lion  to  Gentle- 
men to  perceive,  in  coo^adifUon  to  the  predi£iiotis  of  thofc 
ivho  oppofed  this  meafure,  and  who, thought,  that  the  hank 
jnrould  be  opined,  and  that  it  could  not  furvive  the  nteafures 
even  for  a  few  months^  that  the  aftairs  of  the  bank  had  been 
conftantly  and  greatly  improving  fince  that  period.  None  of 
tliofe  inconveniences,  which  it  had  been  prediiSied  would  hafv- 
4>en  to  the  various  mercantile  concerns  of  this  country,  had 
taken  place.  Under  thefe  circumftances  he  felt  no  heutatioa 
in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  continue  the  A6\,  ii;i- 
po(ing  the  reftridion,<  and  to  alter  fome  of  its  provifions.  .He 
had  included  in  his  motion  a  power  to  ao^end  forae  of  the  pro- 
fviiions  of  the  Ad»  but  the  Houfe  muft  have  perceived  from 
the  report  how  much  the  advances  made  to  Government  had 
heon  reduced,  and  muft  readily  leeil,  tb;^t  the  advances  ufually 
made  to  Government,  and  which  were  gradually  paid  off  by 
the  land  and  malt  revenue^  ought  not  to  be  prohibited.  But 
.4his  would  be  fubje6l  for  confideration  in  future  ftages  of  the 
Bill,;  he  (hould  therefore  not  enter  into  it  atjprefent,  but  mqve 
I         for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to-  nepr.  con.  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Ryder,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Ijragge  were 
<ird€red  to  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

,SMA.Li-»NOTE  Bll-t-.   . 
Mr.  fyilberforceSird  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  tp 
continue  the  A£t  pafled  laft  feffion  for  fufpending  the  opera- 
tion jof  fo  Huicb  of  the  j  Cth  and  1 7th  gf  Geo.  IJ.  as  relates  to 

U  2  fmaJll 
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fmall  notes*  The  fame  grounds  f)f  hope  had  formerly  been 
given  d)at  a  coinage  of  filver  and  copper  would  take  place. 
Gentkmcn  in  that  Houfe  were  not  aware  of  the  inconveniency 
attending  the  great  fcarcity  of  filver ;  but  ii  was  felt  very  fe* 
Verely  by  the  poor.  It  was  known  that  there  was  much  bul* 
lion^  amd  an  imineQfe  numl>er  of  dollars  in  the  bank;  they 
6tighrt0  be  coiMd  arvd  hrought  into  circulation.  He  knew 
that  there  was  dainger  of  the  fdver  coin  being  melted  down  ; 
hat  a  plan  had  been  fuggeftedby  which  fiiiTer  might  be  coined 
^pTffhout  any  fuch' danger..  He  wiAcd  for  fome^  information 
upOATthiB  fubjeiS:^  becWe>'  if  the  coinage  of  filver  took  piac^, 
]|:woi]ld\iiot  be  neceflary  to  introduce  into  the  Bill. the  claufe 
refpeding  notes  under  2(iS.  .        . 

The  C^anciiUr  ofihe  Exchequer  faid^  that  with  regard  to  the 
topper  coinage,  great  progrefs  had  been  made  in  ir,  and  a  con-» 
£derable  quantity  was  oi^ually  iflfued  of  a  very  fupcrier  kind. 
With  rcfpc6l  to  the  coinage  of  filver,  he  had  had  many  conhnu^ 
fitc^lkms  with  the  Governors  of  the  bank  ufy>n  the  fudged,  and 
hoped  the  objeA  would  foon  be  attained  ;  hutililihe  did  not 
think  it  would  do  away  the  propriety  of  introducing  the  clau& 
fefpediug  notesfor  lefsthan  20s.  He^hought  it  right  toftate,  that 
another  ftep  had  been  taken  by  Government  upon  this  bufinefs, 
viz.  that  of  ordering  a  new  fpecies  of  gold  coin»  of  the  value  of 
^s.  and  which,  he  believed,  were  nearly  ready  to  be  delivered. 

Leave  -was  given  id  bring  in  the  fiill. 

Mr.  Lkng  brought  up  die  Eftimates  of  the  Aibwances  t» 
ihe  American  Loyalifts  and  the  Emigrant  Clergy  of  Franoe  < 

for  the  year  1798.— Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Honfe  dien  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Commitcee  of  Supply^  * 

Mr:  H^tart  in  the  diatr. 

i    The  Eftimates  of  the  Ordinary  and  Extraordinary  of  the     "      | 
Navy  were  referred  to  the  Committee. 

Sir  P.  Stephens  moved,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  689^85^^ 
19s.  yd.  be  granted  to  hir  Majefty  for  the  Ordinaries  of  the 
^Javy^  and  ahb  that  a  fum  of  639,530!.  be  granted  for  the 
Extraordinaries.  l*hefe  refolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  tlie 
report  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  Committee  of  Supply  was  put  off  till  Monday. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Way% 
and  Means,  Mr.  Hobart  in  the  chair. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  a  fum  not  exceed* 
ing  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  be  raifed  by  a  Land  Tax. — 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pitt  alfo  moved-  the  ufual  duty  on  Malt,  Mum,  &c. 
nvhich  was  alfo  agreed  to>  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  received 
on  Monday, 

CAM* 
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*  GAMB   0ERTIFXCATX8.  I 

Mr.  Dent  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an 
account  of  the  produce  of  the  Tax  on  Certificates,  for  Killing 
Game ;  and  alfo  of  die  Tax  upon  Dogs,  ' 

CALL    OF    THE    HOUSJE. 

Mr.  Dent  faid,  he  was  forry  he  cauU  not«  confiAendy  witk 
the  orders  of  the  Houfe,  move  that  the  Houfe  (hould  be  called 
Qferon  Friday  iicxt.  when*  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer 
was  to  bring  forward  his  Budget.  He  reprobated  very  ibongljr 
the  abfeoce  of  feveral  Gentlemen  from  their  rfiady  lA  Perlia- 
ment,  and  £aid,  that  if  the  Budget  was  put  ofF»  bo  vaoitkl  isi^ 
ftantly  move  for  a  call  of  the  Houfe.  .... 

The  Speaker  informed  the  honourable  GefUleman*  that 

though  it  .was  always  ufual  to  give  fourteen  days  notice  of  a 

call  of  the  Houfe,  yet  there  was  no  ftanding  order  to  that 

f  efied.  > 

Mr.  Dent  then  moved,  that  the  Houfe  be  called  over  on 
that  day  fe'miigiir.  The  motion  was  not  fecouded»  and  the 
Houfe  adjoiiraed. 

*. — . —  ,. 

H6USE  OF  COMMONS,  '; 

Monday,  Nov^  20. 

Major  El/ord  gave  notice,  that  the  next  day  he  ifaouU  iilov» 

th:«  the  coafidersRion  of  the  petition  relative  to  the  ele£Bon 

far  the  borough  of  Newton,  in  Lancashire,  Aiouldbeputoff 

!•  for  ten  days. 

^  Mr,  Rofe  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before  tbe  Hoafean  ac^^ 

count  of  the  net  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  laid  on-previ^ 
ods  to  the  5th  of  January  1 791,  fpecifying  the  amount  of  the 
produce  of  each  fucceeding  year  up  to  the  3och  of  Ofikobet;^ 
1797.  ^^^^  ^^  a<;count  of  the  duties  on  home  made  fpirits/ 
&c, — ^Ordered. 

The  Bill  to  prevent  the  importation  of  French  Catnbrics 
i^ '  was  read  a  firft  time. 

i  The  Scotch  Small  Note  Bill  was  read  a  fecoad  time,  and  or-» 

H         dered  to  be  committed  the  next  day. 

Mr.  jL^fff  moved  for  an  account  of  the  expence  of  convi6b 
at  home  and  at  Botany  Bay. — Ordered. 
I  He  moved  litcewife  an  Addrd's  to  his  Majefty,  praying  that 

he  would  order  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  all 
the  fums  laid  out  in  confequence  of  Addfefies  of  the  Houfe,  and 
Itot  made  good  by  Parliament.— Agreed  to. 

The  Reports  of  the  Commitioes  of  Supply<and  Ways  and 

Mcan^ 
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Means  were  read  and  agDce^  Iq,  i«ic1  Bills  ordered  to  be  brougfjt 
in.uppnjhe  Feroluti9tis* 

^  account  of  t^e  exppnpBof.Anoerican  Loyalids  was.pr^ 
itrci  to  be  laid  before  the  Houfe, 

Leave  was  given  to,briTig  in  the  Marine  Mutiny  ]&ill. 

A  variety  of  papers  relative  to  the  public  expence  were  re- 
fcrfipi  to  the  Coraimittec  of  Supply, 

ARMY    ESTIMATES, 

^'be  Hou^l"  vvent  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Hoba^| 
tn  the  chair. 

The  Sifretpry  mt  If  or  rofe  to  move  the  vfual  refolntions  oa 
the  Arrny  ZA' mate*.  He  faid,  tliat  before  he  entered  into  any 
^tnil  of  t^ie  chjecls  o£  the  refolutions  which  iie  was  about  to 
protpofc,  he  flioukl  take  notice  of  one  circumftance  in  the  Ar- 
my Efthnaics  of  the  prefent  year,  which,  if  not  explained, 
mtglii  occ.iiioit  fome  embafrafiment.  It  would  be  feen  that  a 
change  had  taken  place  in  the  Eftimates  this  year  upon  feveral .  tl 

aiticks;  a  cliange  which  was  not  proportional  to  tl)e  articles 
dieoi^vcs.  This  circamfbnce  was  to  be  accounted  for  three 
ways ';  all  ^hefe,.  however,  originated  In  the  increafe  of  pay  to 
fubattern  officers,  or  non-com miiiioned'  officers  and  privates 
voted  la]Q  year.  Thi«  change  had  occafioned  an  obvious  in* 
creafe  of  expence'«  Befides  this  increafe,  a  different  allotment 
liad  taken  place  of  the  articles  to  which  it  applied.  This  cir- 
gtif^anpc  caufed  an  obvious  increafe  on  the  fice  of  the  eOi- 
snale^  Docaufc  fevcral  charges  which  it  hail  been  culVomary  to 
dsS%  with  the  Arm,y  Extract  dinAries  were  oovv  provided  for  on 
EAitnate..  This  occafioned  an  apparent  rife  in  the  eftimate 
wHIiout  any  expeiKe  to  the  public,  as  there  would  he" a   pro-  ' 

porti<>nal  Civ'mg  in  the  department  to  which  the  charges  thus 
Uansfcrrcd  formerly  belonged.  Not  with  (landing  this  increafe 
*9K\  the  f jice  of  tl)c  eftimite,  he  has  happy  to  (late  to  the  Houfe 
^bal,  ,a>qr»partd  with  the  eftimates  of  laft  year,  there  was  ia 
the  (uqfi  total  of  both  a  favlng  this  year  to  the  amount  of  about 
652,000!.  But  if  the  Houfe  was  defirous  to  afccrtam  the  real 
dijSercnc(j-of  the  expence  of  laft  year  and  of  the  prefent,  it 
would  he  neceflSry  to  take  out  of  theeftimate  tlur  fum  which  < 

Jaft  vcir  was  clafled  among  the  Army  Extraordinaries.     The  r; 

pii>ovi>i,  of  thia  fum  was  5<)0>€Ool.  fo  that  the  dillcrcnce  on 
the  face  of  rhe  eftanatc,  with  this  300,000!.  amounted  to  | 

900  oopl.  This,  hqwevcr,  was  not  nil.  Another  change; 
had  taken  place,  ariling  out  of  the   increafe  of  pay  Jaft  year.  ] 

Xroopson  forei^^a  ftations  were  furnillicd  by  Govermifent  ^'\x\\ 
provifions,  and  on  this  account  2d  per  day  for  each  man  was  1 

jftopped,  in. confecjuencepf  the  new  regulation  of  pay  6.d.  per  I 

man 
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man  out  of  the  pay  of  fuch  troops  would  icvcrt  to  Govcrnmenf* 
The  amount  of  the  expence  thus  to  be  deduced  could  qoc  he 
ftated  with  perfect  accuracy>  hut  as  far  as  it  coold  be  calcuidted^ 
it  was  with  a  good  deal  of  coiiiidencc  fuppofed,  that ,  it  p!i\g\\t 
amount  to  ioo,oool.  making  in  ail,  with  the  former  two  ar- 
ticks  of  652, cxx)!.  and  300,000!.  a  faving  of  about  one  Jnil- 
lion.  Here,  perhaps  too,  it  might  be  heccflary  tp  inipniioa 
another  redudiion  which  might  l)c  expetfted:  in  the  cffirtiitc 
of  the  amount  of  guards  and  garrifons,  it  was  well  feopwaihat 
the  flatcment  given  was  above  what  they  wei-e  at  the 'c^m* 
menccment  of  the  year,  though  they  might  amount  ^ot!<e- to- 
tal ftated  by  degrees  in  the  progrcfs  of  the  tecrui^rn]^  feirfice. 
From  this  it  was  evident,  that  the  whole  of  thciTim  caKulafei 
on  the  full  cftablifliment  would  not  be  warned.  Pof^  tfiis:  aft1* 
cle  then  it  was  thought  that  the'fum  of'.ioo,,cbol/mirilt  be 
cut  ofF,  and  added  to  the  amount  of  the  hiving  already  ftatt^. 
It  might  be  fatisfadlory  to  the  Houfe  Ilkewilc  to '  fhte^  tTiat  , 
there  would  be  a  faving  in  the  foreign  corps,  although  theif 
not  being  upon  eftimate  they  properly  do  do  not  bcl6ng'tb.thrs 
department.  As  the  accounts  upon  the  table  fhew  the  parti- 
cular articles  of  ex  pence  in  a  manner  mudi  more  clear  thari 
any  verbal  ftatcment,  it  rtiight*  be  unncc?eflary  to  enter  into 
the  details  ;  he  fliould  therefore  only  ftjlte  th^  mt)ft'ptt>rn4nent 
points  for  the  fjtisfjftion  of  fuch  Gentlemen  as  mfght  hot  fiid 
it  r>nvenient  to  examine  the  whole  of  the  accounts.    '      ' 

The  whole  of  the  regular  force  then  tvoutd  atncfttnt  to 
785627  men.  Thefc  confifted  of  *gtikrd$  anfl  gartlfetis  f  ihit 
is,  the  regular  forces  in  Great-Britain  and  the  fflarfdy  of  Ouetn* 
fey  and  Jerfey,  which  amounted  to  48,602  mai,  and't)f  th6 
tioops  in  the  piantations,  including  all  our  other  ivgiihtt*  forc6 
except  that  in  Irdaml  and  the  Eaft-Indlcs,  making  ^o*^^*^ 
men.  The  militia  and  fcncibles  had  been  a  little  fediiced,  and 
amounted  to  about  55291  men.  l*hc  fencible  cavaify  ^baFd 
bear  fome  redoftion,  as  feveral  of  them  had  1)ecn  ferit  to  Yrei 
land?  thefe,  however,  amounted  to  about  6,9  fi  meti,  making 
in  all,  of  regular  and  irregular  force,  140,82^!:)  men. 

On  the  other  points  he  (hoitld  only  remark;  that  Ti  Wds  ex- 
peded  that  a' confiderable  faving  would  take  pWce  on  the 
head  of  recruiting  contingencies.  T*here  was  a  little  reduc* 
lion  on  the  head  of  general  and  ftaff-offlce^s.  Even  with  the 
allowance  of  the'  extra  feed  there  would  be  fome  reduAibn  on 
the  head  of  fencible  cavalry,  not  as  air  abfolute  gain  "fothc 
public  on  this  branch,  becaufepart  of  it' would  be  ctafied 
under  a  different  department.  With  regard  to  fupcmumerArjr 
officers,  there  would  likeWife  be  a  faviag  there,  1>ecdufe  it 

was' 
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uras  intended  that  many  of  thofe  now  on  whole  pay  (hould  be 
|rat  upon  half-pay.  The  next  point  was  of  lefs  importance^ 
but  he  (hould  take  notice  of  it  ae  a  peculiarity  in  the  efti- 
mate.  It  would  be  feen  there  was  no  charge  upon  the  War-^ 
office.  In  confequence  of  the  fuggeftion  of  the  Comtnittee 
of  Finance,  it  was  propofed  to  change  the  fees  which  had 
hitherto  been  received  into  fixed  falaries.  For  his  own  part, 
however,  he  doubted  whether  this  would  be  a  real  advantage 
to  the  public.  He  had  always  been  of  opinion,  that  bufinefs 
Confiding  of  a  great  many  fmall  particulars,  would  be 
trtdch  better  done  by  conneding  it  in  fome  meafure 
wifh  an  incrcafe  of  pay  to  the  performer,  that  the  remu* 
Hcration  (hould  confift  partly  in  fixed  falary,  partly  in 
fees,  taking  care,  however,  that  the  fum  of  the  fees  (hould 
■  hot  amouftt  to  a  larger  fum  than  was  neceflary  to  furnifh  a 
fufficient  motive  to  regular  diligence  and  attention.  That 
they  Ihould  be,  as  was  the  cafe  in  the  War-office,  of  fuch  a 
liature  as  to  prevent  the  danger  of  exaction.  And  providing, 
'a^  was- not  the  cafe  in  the  War-office,  that  they  fhould  not 
rife  beyond  what  was  fit.  What  evils  might  arife  from  the 
change  he  fhould  not  argue  ;  he  was  furc  that  in  the  War- 
office  the  bufinefs  would  continue  to  be  conduced  with  the 
ufual  punduality.  He  was  not  fure,  however,  that  this 
would  always  be  the  cafe.  Perhaps  in  twenty  years  the  hufi- 
ne&  tpicht  not  be  managed  with  the  fame  attention,  when 
ihc  motive  no  longer  exifled.  Though  thefe  evik  might  rc«- 
lult  from  a  new  arrangement,  yet  the  fums  arifing  from  this 
quarter  at  prefent,  would  be  more  than  was  neceflary  for  the 
highefl  rate  of  fixed  falary.  Whether  the  public  would  ul- 
timately gain  or  lofe  remained  to  be  feen.  It  had  been 
falfeiyrep/e tented,  as  if  the  amount  of  the  fees  at  prefent 
was  a  permanent  and  a  regular  fum.  Nothing  could  be  more 
erroneous.  It  depended  upon  peace  or  war,  and  varied  even 
during  years  of  war.  Whether  the  public  was  to  gain  or 
ibfc,  therefore,  would  depend  upon  the  proportion  of  the 
periods- q(  peace  and  war.  At  prefent  the  variation  in  the 
amount  was  at  leaft  in  the  proportion  of  fifteen  to  one.  Ano* 
thcr  article,  the  allowance  to  innkeepers  this  year  would  af- 
ford a  reduction,  as  the  fum  allotted  lafl  year  for  this  objed^ 
was  rather  more  than  was  required.  On  the  whole  of  (he 
.prefent  eflimate,  the  Houfe  would  fee  with  pleafure  that 
(there  would  be  a  faving  of  atleafl:  oi^e  million.  He  con* 
xluded  with  moving  the  firft  refolution>  relative  to  the 
amount  of  the  troops^under  the  denomination  of  guards  and 
garrifons. 

The 
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I  The  quefiion  being  put, «  .►       >  % 

General  Fit%patrick  iaid»  that  he  did  not  mean  to  take  up 
Kis  own  time,  or  what  was  more  important,  the  tfme  or 
others,  in  remarks  upon  the  eftimates.  At  prefent,  he  rofc 
to  fugged  a  material  alteration  in  the  mode  of  recruiting  the 
xrmy*  An  addition  of  pay  had  been  voted  to  the  army,  and* 
I  of  that  itieafure  he  certainly  approved,  yet  he  would  venture 

'  to  fay,  that  if  the  regulation  which  he  was  about  to  iiuggdfr. 

I  were  aidopted,  it  would  be  of  infinitely  more  advaiit^ge  to  the 

I  fervice,  and  contribute  more  to  the  comfort  of  the  foldier/ 

i  than  even  that  augmentation  ;  while  without  anyaddition  to 

the  public  expence,  it  would  form  a  moft  important  addition 
to  the  national  ftrength  and  fecurity.     It  has  often  been  ob-* 
lerved,  that  in  thi&  country,  where  we  boafted  c^  fohigh  a* 
degree  of  liberty,  the  condition  of  the  foldier  Was  Warfe  th^n 
in  any  other  place  in  Etirope.     Here  the  foldier  was  boimd 
lo  lerve  for  life.     In  other  parts  of  Europe,  the  period  of 
ftrvice  was  limited.     When  the  circumftances  in  which  a 
man  enters  the  fervice,  the  time,  the  mode,  atid  fodietimes 
the  culpable  method  employed  to  entrap  men  into  the  fervice^: 
which  in  fome  meafure  continued,  notwithilanding  the  laud- 
able exertions  ufed  by  the  prefent  ilhiftrious  Commander  ia 
Chief  to  difceurage  the  pradioe,  were  confidered,  many  rea« 
fens  would  occur  why  tne  period  of  fervice  fhoiild  be  iixed« 
and  humanity  would  alone  prompt  us  to  embrace  fucfa  a 
meafure.    This  idea  was  not  new.     He  had  voted  for  fuch  » 
meafure  2o  years  ago.  when  brought  forward  by  Col.  B»rle» 
and  then  the  period  of  fervice  was  fixed  at  fix  years.   If  thai 
bill  had  then  pafTed,  he  would  appeal  to  the  Houfe  whether 
the  nation  would  not  now  have  felt  a  very  great  additional 
fecurity  in  knowing  that  there  were  fpread  over  the  country. 
(b  many  men  accuftomed  to  the  nfe  of*  arms.'    If  humanity 
would  prompt  us  to  fuch  a  meafure  when  we  viewed  the  ftate 
of  the  foldier,  it  was  a  queftidn  of  policy  when  it  Mras  con-* 
ftdered  whether  fuch  a  regulation  would  De  beneficiai  or  in*  ^^ 
jtirious  to^he  fervice.     In  his  opinion  it  would  tend  to  im-% 
prove  the  army.  When  it  was  propofed  at  the  period  alluded 
to,  objedions  were  urged  againft  it,  neither  very  numerous, 
nor,  as  he  thought,  very  important.    Thefe  objedioos  caine 
indeed  from  profeffional  men,  and  this  circumilance  proba-^ 
Uy  had  confideiable  weight  with  the  HpUfe.    He  begged 
leave  to  fay,  however,  that  in  their  opinion  there  might  be 

IfKDe  degree  of  -prejudice.     It  -was  natural  that  colonels  of 
regiments,  who  felt  Ibme  pride  in  the  appearance  of  theif 
troops,  might  be  unwiUing  to  part  with  moo  to- whom  the 
.  .  Voi*^  I.  17971.  X  crcdic 
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Credit  they  received  was  in  fomc  meafure  owing.  It  might  be 
confidcced  too  as  calculated  to  give  additioiial  trouble  to  the 
adjutants  Ui  training  the  new  rtccuits,  Thefe  confiderations,' 
however,. were  greatly  over-balanced  by  the  advantages  with 
which  the  meafure  would  be  atteoded.  He  had  already  men* 
tianed  the  advantage  of  having  fprcad  over  the  country  a  num* 
ber  of  men  accultoined  to  the  ufe  of  arms  \  but  eveo  the 
army  itfclf  would  be  improved.     The  foldiers  who  wc^c  the 
mofl;  orderly,  moft  attentive  to  their  duty,  molt  attached  to 
the  fervice,  thofe  who  looked  forward  to  promotion  as  noa- 
coramUIioncd  officers,  wotild  rctnain,  and  thofe  only. who 
vrere  not  attached  to  the  fervice,  would  withdraw.    It  would- 
tend  likewife  to  render  defertion  li^fs  frequent*  the  punithment 
of  which,  though  ne^eflary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  armyt 
could    not    but    be    lamented   by   humanity.      It    would, 
likewire  dimtnifli  the    frequency  of    fevere  .puniOiments, 
which  in, the  prcfeut  conflirution  of  thc4irmy^  were  neceflary 
£or  its  fiipport  and  difcipline.     All  thefe  con fiderat ions  he 
merely  fuggeiled  in  order  to  induce  hisMajedy'sMiniilcrs  to 
Ijurn  their  attention  to  the  fubjed.     He  had  no  intention 
bimfelf  of  bringing  forward  any  propoTition  of  the  nature  he  . 
had  ftated.    The  (rate  of  Parliament  at  prefeot  was  not  fuch 
as  could  encourage  him  to  take  up  the  deflgn.     He  flioiiltl 
like  better,  befides,  that  his  Majeily's  Minifters  fliould  take 
up.  the  fubjcfi,  becaufc  if  the  regulation  were  adopted,  they 
could  bed  provide  fior  its  being  carried  into  ctkA.     He  was. 
nol^xe  even  whether  a  legiliattve  meafure  was  neceflary*. 
As  thevconftitution  had  placed  the  army  imder  the  manege^ 
xnetit  of  the.Crown,  fuch  a  mode  of  enlifting  men  for  a  ^rt^in 
fkeriod,  would  obtain  the  obje£l  in  view.    Laft  war  men  had- 
been  raifcd  upon  the  condition  of  ferving  three  years,  or  thre^ 
years  and  dufing  the  war.    This  mode  was  in  danger  of  being- 
attended  with  fome  inconvenience,  as  the  whole  army  mightr 
thus  come  to  be  difbanded  at  once.     Notwithftanding  thia 
embarrafiinent,  Grovernment  at  the  end  of  lad  war,  itridiy 
J^ept  its  faith  to  the  men  enlifted  upon  thefe  terms;     For  his 
ewn  part,  however,  he  Oiould  prefer  fome  legiflative  provi- 
Con.     In  this  he  was  confirmed  by  obferving,  that  in  fome^ 
cafes,  to  which  he  had  called  the  attention  of  theHoufe,  Go- 
vernment did  not  feem  to  have  kept  its  faith  with  the  men  fo 
ftri6lly  as  was  proper.     It  was  not  his  ihtetitio&  t^  bring 
far  ward  fuch  a  mea&tre  when  the  Houfe  was  thinner  than 
tjfual,  from  caufbs  which  it  was  not  tieceflary  to  difcuis  al 
the  prcfent  moment ;  knowing  as  he  did  the  (late  of  Parlia^ 
ipent,  he  was  aware  that  it  would  be  idle  and  nugatory  to 

attempt 
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attempt  dny  fuch  thing  without  the  concurrence  of  his  Ma« 
jefty's  Miniflers.  Ii  was  obferved  by  Mr*  Burke  upon  % 
certain  occafion,  when  he  thought  that  Parliament  had  fur- 
rendered  up  its  fnndions  to  his  Majefty*s  Minifters,  that  in 
fuch  a  fituation  of  aflfairs.  Parliament  was  a  place  where  un« 
important  individuals  had  a  right  to  confer  with  the  Ministers 
of  a  great  Monarch.  Of  this  right  he  tiow  availed  himfclf  tO 
fugged  toMinifters  what  ihey  might  do  with  advantage  toth^ 
country. 

The  Secretary  at  War  thought  that  the  meafurc  fuggefted 
by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  (General  Fitzpatrick^ 
was  a  meafure  fraught  with  confiderabie  difficulties  ;  it  was 
difficult  at  all  times  to  effcft  any  change  in  the  prefent  confti-- 
tution  of  the  army  ;  but  it  would  be  a  ta(k  arduous  indeed  t9 
attempt  it  in  time  of  »war.  *  Previous  to  his  havingtome  into 
the  office  o\etx  which  he  had  the  honour  to  prcfidc,  the  mea- 
fure fii£gefted  now  by  the  right  honourably  Gentleman,  kvc 
fomerhmg  (imilar  to  it,  had  often  been  in  contemplation ;  but 
it  was  always  found  attended  with  difficulties  and  obftacles 
which  it  was  not  an  eafy  matter  to  furmount.  However 
motives  of  humanity  and  confide  rations  of  policy  might  in- 
duce him  to  incline  to  fuch  a  meafure,  he  was  not  prepared 
or  dilpofcd  to  annourjce  what  waS  his  own  opinion  on  the 
itibjea,  much  lefs  could  he  (late  what  was  that  of  otherSi 
who  poflefled  much  greater  experience  on  that  fubj«^  than 
be  could  pretend  to.  For  the  prefcnt  he  would  not  talre  on 
him  to  fay  any  thing,  one  way  or  the  other;  he  felt  it,  how- 
ever, incumbent  on  him  not  to  let  the  fuggeflion  of  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  pafs  by  unnoticed.  After  havinj^ 
fcid  fomiich,  he  would  now  beg  leave  tp  proceed  on  the 
bufinefs  he  had  opened.        ; 

Mr.  fVindham  then  moved  the  ufual  refolutions,  beginning 
with  the  motion,  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  that 
fhere  be  ralfed  for  the  fervicc  of  the  cnfulfJg  year^  78,627 
cfleAi  Yemen. 

This  and  the  other  refoljitJons  were  feverally  put  and  car- 
ried without  any  oppofitlon. 

Mr.  Sargent  next  rofe  to  move  the  Ordnaace  cflimatcsi 
and  after  d  (hort  preface  to  his  motion,  moved,  •'  That  It  i^ 
the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  |hat  a  funx  not  exceeding 
1.738,8501.  13s.  9d.  be  granted  ta  his  Majefty  fpr  dj|l 
efaarging  tlie  expenceS  of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  bis  Ma^ 
jetty's  land  forces  for  the  year  1798.'* 

This  and  the  other  ufual  refolutions  were  then  fevetally 
put  jifid  agreed  to^  and  were  as  fellows : 

X  a  Land 
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Leave  was  given^  on  the  motion  of  Mr*  Hobart,  to  bring  in 
abiirto  inclemiitfy  fuch  perfons  as  have  omitted  to  qiKJify 
'  Ihemielves  as  by  law  required,  &c. 

Mr.  Ho/emoyed^  that  ihi:  laft  Scotch  OiAiUery  Ad  be  scad; 
which  being  done,  he  obrerved,  that  it  would  expire  on  the 
•lecond  of  the  enfulng  months  afi4..th«refqre'ic  was  neceflary  to 
confiderihe  fuhjcA  witboMt  delay*  When, the  a^  paficd  the 
laft  felIion»  it  was  agreed  tMthip^aft^it  rfi|uir^  »  owre.com* 
prehenfive  attention  than  could  then  be  given  to  it,  and  it.wM 
then  expe£ted  that,  in  the  cofii&  of  the  receft,  fome  informa- 
tion was  to  be  had  from  Sjcddttui  uppn  the  fuhjed ;  no  infor* 
mation,  however,  had  arrived  until  recently,  and  he  feared 
there  had  not  ye|  been  time  fufficient  to  invcfti(;nte  the  whole 
of  this  vtty,  important  but  complicated  fubjcd.  It  (liould, 
bowever,  now  betaken  up,  and  therefore  hie  moved,  *<  That  the 
Hottfe  do  the  next  day  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee,  of  the 
whole  Houfe  lo  confider  of  the  faid  aQ.*^ — Ordered. 

Mr.  Ro/e  then  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  Mutiny  Bill. 
^-Granted. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
fer  the  fccond  reading  of  tlie  bill  for  continuing  the  (:efiri^oii 
on  the  bank. 

.    The  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time. 

^'  The  Chancellor  af  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  prefent  bill 
was  confprn^able  to  the  laft,  except  in  the  cafe  of  advancing  to 
govei-nmenf.  It  did  not  continue  the  reft^^ion  as  to  the 
mode  of  making  advances  in  favour  of  government.  He  had' 
ftated  when  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  that  the 
mode  of  making  fuch  advances  were  to  be  varied.  As  to  the 
Land  and  Malt  dories,  the  advanoei  were  to  be  made  upon 
them  as  ufvai ;  but  there  was  to  be  propofed  a  claufc  to  be  in- 
iisrted  in  the  bill,  empowering  tliebank  to  make  advances,  fuch 
us  by  a  feparate  aft'  of  parliament  might  hereafter  be  declared 
ib  be  i)'eceflarv. '  This  was  the  only  variation  from  the  former 

Afc^er  Elford  obfcrved.  that  as  the  ballot  for  a  Committee  to 
try^hc  rtierits  oPthe  elcdion  for  Newton,  in  Lancafliirc,  flood, 
for  the  30th  iiiftanVhe  Was  forry  to  (ay,  he  faw  but  little 
liope  of  there  being  a  full  Houfe  on  that  day«  for  which  the 
gentlemen  who  formerly  (at  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
were  in  (bme  degree  to  blame.  He  doubted  alfb,  whether  the 
parties  would  be  ready,  and  thordbrehe  moved,  that  tlie  ballot 
De  poft'poncd  until  the  i2tfi  of  December. 
:  Mr^-T/fr^^^objefted  totlie  prii^ciple  of  this  motion,  and  con- 
lidered  it  as  agaiaft  the  fpirit  of  Mr*  Grenville*s   bill.     It 

mig^ 
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might  alfo  be  very  oppreffive  to  the  petitioner  on  nccount  of  the 
expences  of  witnefles.    He  wiQied  the  honourable  Gentleman^ 
inftead  of  looking  at  the  oppofitton  {i(ie  of  the  Houfe/ would 
look  at  his  own,  and  he  would  find  that  only  a   few  ni?i|iber| 
attended  to  vote  away  thirteen  or  fourteen   ipillions  of  the^ 
public  money. 
AdaJ0r  Elfwd  did' a  few  words  in  explanation. 
Dtlontl  Stinky  and  Mr.  Pi>rr/j^o«^oppofcd  the  motion 
Theqoeftioa  was  pat,  and  the  motion  was  negatived.—^ 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP-LORDS. 

Wedj^f.sday,  Nov.  aa. 
Several  accounts  relative  to  the  Eaft  India  Company's  trade; 
and  the  Sjuihern  Whale  Fifliery^  were  prefentcd  m>m  the 
Commilltoners  of  the  Cuftoms,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table: 

»COTS    APF£AL. 

-  The  firft  proceeding  of  this  nature,  during  the  prefent  feflioa, 
took  place  tlits  day.  The  parties  were  ;  ■  Smart  si.  the  Ma« 
giftratcs  and  Town  Council  of  DuTidee.  i 

•    Mr.  Jdam  was  healed,  aft  fbme  length,  on  the  part  of  the 
Appellant. 

The  yf Homey  General  ^x\A  Mr.  3^i>  appeared  for  the  rel^dn'r 
dents  neither  of  whom  were  heard. 

The  Lord  ChanctUm'  appearing  to  entertain  nodoubts  on  t)^! 
merits  of  the  cafe,  moved  their  Lord(bips  n>  affirm  tile  decree 
of  the  Scots  Court ;  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

STATE  OF   IRELANn. 

Lord  Rawdon  (Earl  Moira)  rofe, — He  faid  that^  notwith* 
Aanding  the  deciflon  of  their  Lordfhips  laft  feffion,  on  his  mo^ 
tion  refpeiSing  the  afiairs  of  Ireland,  he  felt  the  fubjeft  fo 
ftrongly  impreflfed  on  bis  mind,  that  he  found  it  impof&ble  no^ 
to  attempt  calling  the  attention  of  the  Houfe  again  to  the  cir-^ 
cumftances  of  that  country-  The  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  ihd 
empire  in  general,  he  obferved,  were  materially  altered  fincc  the 
laft  (ciEon  of  parliament ;  a  number  of  interefting  political  eventl 
bad  taken  place:  the  moft  prominent  among  thefe,  certainly, 
was  the  rupture  of  the  late  negociation  for  peace.  This,  as 
was  declared  by  the  higheft  authority  to  that  Houfe,  and  to  the 
country,  was  broken  off  on  no  trivial  or  common  grounds  r  it 
was  in  confequence  of  no  Icfs  a  caufe  than  a  fettled  determina^ 
tipn,  on  die  pait  of  the  enemy^  to  fubvert  the  Conftitutbn  and 

GoTcrnment 
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Government  of  this  country.     If  this  ftatement  be  juft,  he 
«would  entreat  their  Lordihtps  to  look  at  the  fatal  profpcA  which 
fuch  a  fituation  of  affairs  prefented.     He  (bouid  argue  upon 
the  (uppofitim  that  this  rcprefentation  was  juft,  though  his 
own  opinion  was  very  difltimt.     If  tlien  tlie  conteft  had  be* 
come  a  ftruggic  for  exigence  upon  the  part  of  both  govern* 
nientsty  what  was  the  confequence  to  which  ft  would  lead? 
This  was  an  ifliue  which  no  man  could  be  fo  fanguine  as  to 
eonfider  as  very  near  at  hand.     The  period  of  its  ^mg  finally 
decided  went  neceflariiy  beyond  the  b6und$  of  ordinary  calcu- 
lation.    What  was  to  be  the  fttuation  of  the  country  under 
this  pcotra<Sed  expend  iture,  when  its  finances  were  already  de- 
prefled  and  embarrafled  ?     If  this  event  of  the  negociation  was 
forefeen,  as  has  been  confidently  aOerted,  ought  not  provifioo 
to  have  been  made  to  fupport  the  burdens  which  it  readers 
neceflary  ?     If  the  conteft  was  to  be  carried  on  till  the  govern* 
ment  which  wa$  faid  to  profe(s  fuch  determined  hoffiiity  to 
this  country  was  overthrown,  ought  not  fome  means  have  been 
chiployed  to  enable  us  to  carry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  couH- 
try,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  caofe  from  which  the  neoeffitf 
of  the  conteil  proceeded?    If  we  were  merely  to  ftand  on  the 
defenfive,  and  if  the  war  was  to  be  pKitraAed  a  ye»r  longer 
upon  this  footing,  the  relburces  of  this  country  Could  not  fumufi 
the  embarraflments  which  wiDuld  arife,  in  addition  to  the  .diffi* 
culties  under  which  the  finances  already  laboured.    In  order 
to  judge  of  the  fituatton  in  which  the  country  flood,  it  was  no* 
Ceffary  to  take  a  view  of  the  recent  events  of  tlie  war^    Nd 
man  rejoiced  more  than  he  did  in  the  viAory  obtained  over  the 
Dutch  fleet;  no  man  nyas  more  ready  to  give  credit  co  the  vi- 
gilance of  thofe  who  put  in  motion  the  national  force,  and  to 
thofe  who  ha^  dire<5led  its  galbntry  with  fo  much  fuccefs.    Yet^ 
what  was  the  eSc£teven  ot  this  brilliant  exploit  upon  the  fitua* 
tioo  of  the  country?    It  was  acknowledged  that  (bmedefign 
had  been  in  agitation,  that  fome  danger  had  threatened.    This 
danger  then  had  been  parried.     Some  mifchief  did  impend 
which  had  for  the  moment  been  turned  afide.     But  was  the 
(xpcriiDcnt  to  hp  repeated ;  are  we  to  wait  with  our  arms  acroia 
till  fome  new  attempt  again  threatens  us  with  new  danger? 
are  we  to  reft  upon  oun  arms,  to  be  contented  merely  to 

?^arrj  the  blow  which  was  aimed  at  our  extftence?  In  fudi  a 
yftem  he  faw  nothing  but  ruin  lo  our  refources,  nothing  but 
complete  deftrudlion  to  the  oppreflcd  and  tottering  £ihric  of 
our  finances.  True  it  was  that  our  profperity  and  our  re* 
jbuipes  were  extolled  as  adequate  to  any  exertions  we  might 
be  calkd  upon  to  make.    He  wa$  at  a  lofs  to  dlfcover  upon 

wb^ 
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what  foundation  this  fanguine  reprefentation  was  built.  '  He 
did  not  intend  to  deny  that  we  had  great  means  of  defence^  but 
he  muft  £t>mt>bin  of  the  improper  application  of  thofe  means^ 
and  the  mifchievous  oonfequence  that  refaltedr  He  had  beard 
of  rumours  of  uew  frhemes  of  ftnanee  and  extraordinary  means 
of  fupportingiiiie.  efforts  which jt  would  be  neceiTary  to  exert* 
In  his  mindy- hoivjCircr,  this  did  vipt  iarnifli  a  rcry  encoutagr* 
ing  argument  Jn  favour  of^our  frnaocial  fituation.  If,  how* 
«ver^  the  magnitude  of  the  coiteft  was  foch  as  it  had  been  de? 
fchhedy  if  the  enemy  was  really  benton  the  deAru£UcKi  of  our 
Conftitution,  the.' true  mode  of  repelling  the  danger  was  to 
in tercft  the  hearts  ef  the  pediple.in  defence  of  the  advantage 
they  enjoyed.-  .For  this  purpofe  it  was  neceffiury  to  convince 
them  that  they  had  fomethingS  worth  contendinp^  ibii»  it  was 
necelTary  to  make  them  feel  the  nature  of  the  pra&ioal  bleffings 
which  th|?y  might  lofe.  To  meet  the  danger  fairly^  it  rauft  be 
met  by  the  vigorous  redftance  of  all  clafies  of  the  community, 
and  biy^  the  ucdtad  exertions  of  every  part  of  the  empire.  If 
theifeaemydfdmjedrtair  defigns  of  fuch  rancorous  hofiility  to  this 
cottntry^.it  wooUthe  a  fiital  circamftance,  indeed,  if  there  wem 
any  pacts  ofnhe  cnnpire,  where  the  people  had  no  motive  to 
reUftance,  where  theyind  tio  Ueifitws  ta  forfeit.  It  would  be, 
indeed,  a  fituacioir  ot  difmay  if  die  mioation  of  any  of  the  fub- 
jc£b  of  hts  Majefty  was  fuch  as  tp  4eave  them  iittle  to  appre«> 
bcmd  from  theiavages  of  .the  enemy.  In  order  to  meet  the 
danger  too,  it  was  ncceflary  that  evei^  part  of  the*cou|itry 
fhoald  be  aUe  to  contribute  to  its  defence.  He  \fas  afraid; 
however,  that  this  wa^  not  the  caib ,  He  had  ^een  a  ptrpei? 
ftating  the  fapplies  of  the  prefent  year  ^  he  knew  notrwhether 
that  ftatement  was  corred^,  but  he  was  inclined  to  believe  it 
was^  and  he  faw  enumerated  among  the  articles,,  a  fuiii  for  the 
fervice  of  Iretondi  and  that  thisi,  among  other  things,  was. 
Hated  as  a  reafon  for  continuing  .the  reftridlion  on  the  Bank, 
If  Ireland,  inftead  of  being  alTiftad  by  £n^and»  was  Aow^ 
to  (ay  nothing  more,  but  a  dead  weight  upon  thts  coun* 
try  in  its  prefent  cmbarrafled  ftate,  it  was  indeed  a  confideration 
of  ferious  i.nportance.  When  the  reiburces  ofWis  country  tQ 
carry  on  the  war  were  fo  much-e^oHtd,  it  was  indeed  a  pain- 
ful refledion  to  know  that  the  (ifter  kifigdom  was^no  longer  in 
a  fituation  to  contribute-  to  the'  general  caufe.  If  Ireland 
.  was  reduced  to  fuch  a  ftate  of  wretcbednefs  that  men  adiu,^ 
ally  died  for  want,  without  any -^lurc  of  the  natural  fuppljes 
of  Xuhfiftence,  if  tnanufadu res  itv« parts  of  the  country  wliere 
formerly  they  where  moft  flouriftiing,  were  reduced  to Jiltledr 
nothing,  if  die  induftry  of  the  people  was  fufpended^  to  what 
.Vol.   I.  1797.  Y  caufe 
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caufe  was  this  unhappy  ftatc  to  be  afcribed  ?  When  the  en- 
creafing  commerce  of  tliis  country  was  made  a  fubjed  of  exuU 
Cation,  he  was  fure^that  no  man  would  rejoice  to  think  that  it 
wasincreafed  at  the  expence  of  the  fifter  kingdom.  If  the 
manufaf^urers  and  merchants  of  England  found  their  trade  ex- 
tended,  he  was  ftrre  that  they  were  too  generous,  too  liberal, 
and  too  high  of  fpirit  torejince  in  advantages  gained  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  lifter  country;  diat  they  were  too  juft  to  wi(h  to 
engtois  profits  in  which  their  fellowfubjefh  in  Ireland  did  not 
participate.  He  gave  the  noble  Lord  at  the  head  of  tlie  Ad* 
tniralty  full  credit  (or  the  proteAion  which  the  commerce  of 
this  country  experienced;  in  this  protefiion  the  trade  of 
Ireland  fliared.  If  notwithftanding  this,  however,  the  com* 
merce  of  the  iifter  kingdom  was  lo  contraded  that  in  many 
places  the  public  revenues  would  almoft  totally  difappear,  fure- 
ly  there  was  fomething  extraordinary  in  the  iituation  of  that 
country.  This  fadk  was  not  a  vague  or  an  unfounded  ftate- 
ment.  In  the  addrefles  that  had  been  fent  about  to  folicit  fub- 
fcriptions  for  the  relief  of  the  diftreffed  manufacturers  in 
Ireland,  it  was  dated  that  the  greater  part  of  them  were  out 
of  employment  and  (larving.  Nay,  he  had  only  occafion  to 
refer  their  Lordihips  to  the  application  made  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Dublin  for  relief,  by  which  document  it  appeared 
that  upwards  of  27»ooo  nwnufaflurers  were  reduced  to  the  ex  - 
tremity  of  d'rftrew  in  that  city ;  fo  much  fo,  that  it  became  nc- 
ceflary  that  Vuch  a  number  ihould  be  relieved  daily,  or  perifh . 
To  prove  the  fad  by  another  inftance,  in  the  towns  of  Bclfcift 
and  Newry^  the  cuftoms  of  which  had  ufually  produced  about 
x^o,oco].  the  pre&nt  produce  of  the  cuftoms,  he  was  well  in- 
formed, would  not.  amount  to  a  fifteenth  part  of  the  fum.  The 
cauics  which  had  occaftoncd  thefe  unhappy  cfkQs  there,  muft 
originate  in  fomething  conned:ed  with  the  internal  fyftem  of  the 
country.  Laft  year  he  had  in  vain  called  the  attention  of  ibcir 
Lordfbips  torthe  (bte  of  Ireland,  and  had  predid:ed  the  confequen  «  . 
ces  which  the  fyftem  aded  upon  there  would  produce.   Its  fitu- 

^tion  was  now  more  prcffing,  and  by  every  motive  of  juftice 
!and  policy  their  Lordfliips  were  called  upon  to  employ  the 
meafures  in  their  power  to  remedy  the  evils  which  the  fitter 
kingdom  fuflFcrtd,  and  to  prevent  the  confequences  which 
might  ultimately  extend  to  this  country.  It  had  been  faiU, 
tl^at  for  their  X^rdftiips  ai  interfcire  would  be  to  ufuip  an  au* 
thority  over  an  independent  country.  All  he  (hould  fay  in 
anfwer  to  this  was,  that  the  circumQances  to  which  he  (hould 
call  the  attention  of  the  Houle  were  fuch  zs  might  be  the  foun* 
darion  of  an  addrefs  for  tlie  recal  of  a  Viceroy  of  Ireland,  and 
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that  therefore  their  Lordihips  were  competent  to  the  review 
of  fuch  proceedings.  To  move  fuch  an  addrefc  was  very  far 
from  his  intention.  He  had  the  higheft  refpeft  for  the  cha-  * 
rad^r  of  the  prefent  Lonl  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  he  knew  his 
candour,  his  virtues,  and  his  humanity,  and  wasconvincod  that 
he  did  everything  in  his  power  to  alleviate  the  iituation  of  Ire- 
land. But  he  muft  contend  that  tl|e  fyftem  fo  unwifely  adopt- 
ed in  application,  and  fo  obftiaatety  and  fatally  purfuedin 
that  country,  was  the  caufe  of  all  the  calamities  which  it  fuf- 
fered,  and  all  the  calamities  which  were  to  be  a|^rehended. 
Ti»t  fyiiem  was  a  fyftem  ofmifapplied  fe verity,  feverity  not 
merely  in  individual  application,  but  in  its  eeneral  deiign. 
He  would  even  admit  in  argument,  that  fuch  fev^ities  as  had 
peached  bis  knowledge  were  called  for  by  the  conduA  of  thofe 
on  whom  they  were  exercifed,  but  in  the  prefent  critical  (itu- 
ation  of  the  empire,  he  would  afk,  if  fuch  meafures  were  war- 
ranted by  found  policy  ?  Men  influenced  by  their  paflions, 
kept  conftantly  irritated  and  inflamed,  might  fometimes  pro- 
ceed to  unwarrantable  lengths,  but  in  his  mind  that  did  not 
juftify  peiTeverance  in  fudi  a  general  fyAem  of  feverity  and 
oppreffion.  Laft  vear,  when  he  had  called  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  the  itate  of  Ireland,  he  had  laid  before  them  hSts 
which  he  had  received  from  the  moft  authentic  infermation,, 
which  he  could  with  confidence  fubmit  to  their  Lord{bips« 
Since  that  time,  however,  he  had  an  opportunity  of  witncfling 
the  operation  of  that  fyftem,  and  to  many  fa£U  he  could  fpeak 
from  perfonal  knowleage.  It  was  not  his  intention  in  what  he 
was  about  to  ftate  to  make  any  remarks  aimed  againtl  in- 
dividuals, it  was  not  his  wjQi,  and  he  ihouki  be  aJhamed  if 
It  was,  his  charai^er  to  ipeak  at  any  man.  He  would  not 
even  dwell  upon  what  might  be  canfidered  as  excefles  and  ex- 
Jtravagancies  growing,  out. of  the  fyftsm  purCued.  He  would 
not  dwell  xipoo  particular  inftances  of  cruelty.  He  only  meant 
to  explain  the  nature  of  the  fyftem  that  was  aSod  upon,  and 
the  confequences  to  which  it  led.  In  obferying  the  ftate  of 
Ireland,  the  firft  thing  that  ftruck  him  was  the  light  in  which 
it  was  now  cuftomary  for  the  military  to  view  an  Iriihman, 
and  the  fatal  error  of  encouraging  fuch  unjuft  prejudices.  In 
their  eftiipation  every  Iriftiman  was  a  rebel  to  the  Engliih  Go^ 
vemment.     Every  fpecies  of  infult,  of  menace,  and  oppreffion, 

'  was  exercifed  ppon  this  fuppofition ;  and  that  in  parts  of  the 
country  wfiece  all  was  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  within  fevjen 

.  joJles  of  London.    There  was  one  ciroimftance  which  wop  Id 

Jive  fome  idea  of  the  infult  to  which  every  man  was  liable. 
n  eSirly  life^  wlien  be  i;ead  in  the  hiftory  of  this  country  of 
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the  curfew,  he  had  been  accufiomed,  from  this  principles  of 
his  education,  to  confider  it  as  a  degrading  badge  of  fervitude. 
This  infulting  cuftora,  however,  was  now  eftaUilhed  in  Ire* 
land  in  all  its  rigour.     At  nine  o'clock  every  man  was  called 
upon  to  extinguifh  his  candle  and  his  fire,  and  the  military 
enforced  the  regulation  in  the  moft  arrogant  and  provoking 
manner.    The  hardftiip  of  this  regulation  was  frequently  ag- 
gravated by  the  unneceflary  feyerity  and  offenlive  harihneis 
with  which  it  was  enforced.     An  inftance  had  occurred  with- 
in his  knowledge  in  which  a  party  of  foldiers  had  come  to  the 
houfe  of  a  man  by  the  road  fide ;  they  infiftcd  that  he  flsould 
extingui(h  his  fire  and  candle ;  the  man  intreated  that  he  a>ight 
be  permitted  to  retain  his  Kght,  bccaufe  his  infant  daughter 
was  in  convulfions^  and  its  mother  hanging  over  the  bed  fide  of 
her  child  in  agony  at  its  diftrcfs,  and  waiting  in  hopes  a  fa* 
vourable  moment  would  offer  to  enable  her  to  afford  it  fomc  re« 
lief,  which  flie  could  not  poiEbly  do  in  the  dark.     The  party, 
however,  rigoroufly  infilled  that  the  fire  and  light  ffaould  be 
extinguished.     It  had  been  in  former  times  the  cuftom  for  the 
people  of  this  country,  2|nd  of  their  Lordfhips,  to  hold  in  de* 
teftation  the  infamous  proceedings  of  the  Inquifition.    One  of 
the  grcateft  horrors  with  which  it  was  attended  was  that  the 
perfon,  on  wlwm  it  feized,  was  torn  from  his  family,  immuM 
in  prifoo,  ignorant  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge,  and  of  his 
accufer,  in  the  moft  cruel  uncertainty  as  to  the  period  of  his 
confinement,  and  of  the  fate  that  awaited  him.     But  to  this 
injuftice  fo  juftly  abhorred  in  the  praSice  of  the  Inquifition, 
were  the  people  of  Ireland  expofed.    A  man  was  torn  from  his 
family  and  expofed  to  the  horrore  of  imprifonment  without 
knowing  the  crime  of  which  he  was  accufed,  or  bcin^  con- 
fronted with  his  accufer.     Such  proceedings  were  not  Solitary 
inftances,   they  were  frequent;    and  the  man  who  faw  his 
neighbour  hurried  from  his  home  could  not  fay  but  the  next 
day  he  might  experience  the  fame  fate.     All  confidence,  all 
fecurity,  were  taken  away.     In  alluding  to  the  Inquifition  he 
had  omitted  to  mention  one  of  its  cbaraflcriftic  features.     If 
the  fuppofcd  culprit  icfufcd  to  acknowledge  the  crime  with 
which  he  was  charged,  he  was  put  to  the  rack,  in  order  to  ex- 
tort a  confeflion  of  the  fuppofcd  guilt  by  the  preffure  of  torture. 
In  the  fame  manner  the  proceedings  of  the  Inquifition  had  beeh 
introduced  in  Ireland.     When  a  man  was  taken  up,  and  was 
fufpeiled  of  being  guilty  himfelf,  or  of  concealing  the  guilt  of 
others,  he  was  put  to  the  torture.     The  rack  indeed  was  not 
applied,  becaufe,  perhaps,  it  was  not  at  hand,  but  torture  ef 
another  fpecies  was  employed.  He  had  known,  in  repeated  in* 
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ftances,  men  taken  up  on  fufpicion,  fubjefbed  to  thi  punifli- 
nientoiF{Mcqaeting,  a  punilhrnent  years  lince  aboUfhed  in  the  - 
dragoon  fervice  as  too  inhaman  and  ^  too  fevere.  He  had 
known  a  man,  m  order  to  extort  confeffion  of  a  fappoied  guilt, 
or  of  the  guilt  of  fome  of  his  neighbours,  picqueted  till  he  ac« 
tually  fainted ;  picqueted  a  (econd  time  till  he  again  fainted ; 
as  (bon  as  he  was  brought  to  himfelf  picqueted  a  third  time  tili 
he  once  more  fainted ;  and  all  upon  mere  fufpicion  !  Nor  was 
this  the  only  fpecies  of  torture  :  men  had  been  taken  and  hung 
up  till  they  were  half  Hanged,  and  then  threatened  with  the 
repetition  of  this  cruel  torture  unlefs  tliey  made  confeiEon  of 
ithc  imputed  guik.  Such  proceedings  were  not  merely  parti- 
cular ads  or  cruelty  exercifed  by  men  abufing  the  power  com- 
mitted to  them,  but  they  formed  a  part  of  the  fyftem  zStcd 
upon.  They  were  notorious,  and  no  man  could  fay  but  that 
he  might  be  die  next  vi^im  of  the  oppreiSon  and  tne  cruelty 
which  he  faw  others  endure.  This,  however,  was  not  alL 
Their  Lofdihips,  no  doubt,  would  recoiled  the  famous  pro-^ 
clamaticniiTuctl  by  a  military  commander  in  Ireland,  requtr- 
in|;  the  people  to  give  up  their  arms.  It  never  was  denied  that 
this  proclamatbft  was  illegal,  though  it  might  poflibiy  have 
been  defended  upon  fome  fuppoted  neceffity.  This  neceffity, 
however,  had  never  been  eftabllOied  to  bis  fatisfadion.  If|^ 
therefore,  any  rclufiance  was  fticwn  to  comply  with  this  de^ 
mand,  he  confefled  it  was  not  matter  of  furprife  to  him.  Men 
who  coDceived  that  the  Conftitution  gave  tliem  a  right  to  keep 
arms  in.  their  liqufes  for  their  own  defence,  might  feel  fome  in- 
dignation when  called  upon  to  give  up  this  right.  In  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  order,  however,  the  greateft  cruelties  had  been 
committed.  If  it  was  barely  fufpfeded  that  a  perfon  had  not 
ghren  up  all  the  arms  which  he  had,  his  houfe  was  burnt,  and 
his  furniture,  and  every  other  property  it  contained,  committed 
tp  the  flames.  But  a  particular  fufpicion  fomctimes  was  not 
thought  neceilary.'    If  it  was  thought  that  any  diftrid  had  not 

E'vcn  up  all  the  arms  it  contained,  a  party  was  fent  out  to  ccl- 
&,  the  nuniber  at  which  it  was  rated,  and  in  the  execution  of 
thisjorder  thirty  boufes  wereTometimes  burnt  down  in  a  (ingle 
night.  Thus  an  officer  took  upon  him  difcretionally  to  decide 
the  quantity  of  arms  which  were  contained  in  a  p^ticular  dif- 
trii^,  and  upon  the  judgment  thus  formed,  the  confequencea 
which  he  had  defcribcd  followed.  Thefe  fa£b  he  could  bring 
evidence  to  their  Lordfhips  to  prove.  Many  cafes  of  a  fimilar 
nature  he  might  enumerate,  if  necefTary,  further  to  (hew  the 
nature  of  the  fyilem  purfucd ;  but  he  wi(hed,  from  prudential 
motires,  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  moft  jiggcavated  and  enor« 
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moos  hQ.  that  he  couM  have  dated.  Ail  of  the  fa£ts  it  was 
impoffiblc  that  he  could  have  fecn,  but  many  of  chem  had 
come  within  his  knowledge;  It  was,  his  Lordihip  iblemnly 
proteded,  his  fincere  wi(h  to  be  examined  upon  oath  as  to  the 
fiateof  Ireland,  and  to  the  fa£ts  which  he  had  brought  for- 
ward, either  before  the  Privy  Council  or  at  their  Lordthtps' 
bar.  He  had  dated  them  before  God  and  bis  country,  and  was 
ready  to  ftrengthen  them  by  any  fpecies  of  afifertipn  by  which- 
they  nught  be  confirmed.  Thefe  fafts  were  notorious  in  Ire- 
Inad,  but  they  couljJ  not  be  nude  public  thtoixgli  the  channels 
of  the  newfpapers,  from  afearofattrafline  that  (ummary  me- 
thod of  pun  iibment  which  had  been  pradiited  ia  the  cafe  of  the 
Nortfiem  Star,  when  a  party  of  troops,  in  open  day,  in  a  town 
where  a  General's  bead-quarters  were,  went  and  deftroyed  the 
whole  of  the  offices  and  property  belonging  to  that  paper.  For 
this  leafon  the  publifiier  of  a  newfpaper,  to  hii^  luiowledge^ 
often  fefnfed  to  publiih  authenticated  accounts  of  fuch  enor- 
mities from  a  dread  of  experiencing  a  fimilar  fate-  It  was  not 
the  fegal  courfe  of  proceeding  which  they  feared^  but  ait 
arbitrary  interference  of  a  military  force,  without  the  forms, 
of  judice,  and  beyond  the  laws  of  the  country.  It  -waa 
not  the  penal  code  of  Ireland,  one  of  the  mod  ievere  witb 
which  be  ^as  acquainted,  that  they  dreaded,  but  the  ap* 
pljcatjon^of  that  arbitrary  authority  which  the  Government 
deemed  ncceflary  to  tlie  fuccefs  of  the  fydem  upon  which  it 
afied.  Many  indances  more  atrocious  than  thofe  already 
fiated  might  be  mentioned,  but  thefe  he  had  purpofely  omitted^ 
as  it  might,  perhaps  be  imprudent  to  dlfclofe  them  in  fo  public 
an  auditory.  He  had  faid  enough,  however,  to  ihew  the  fa- 
tal tendency  of  the  meafures  now  purfued  in  Ireland.  The 
fydem  of  coercion  had  been  tried  long  enough.  Did  it  anfwer 
the  end  for  which  it  had  been  adopted  ?  On  the  contrary,  in- 
ftcad  of  removing  the  difcontents  which  it  attempted  to  fup- 
pre&,  had  it  not  increafcd  the  number  of  the  difcontented  ? 
The  number  jof  the  United  Iriflimen,  from  the  lated  informa- 
tion, was  extending  in  every  part  of  the  country.  He  had 
been  informed,  and  he  firmly  believed  his  information  to  be 
correft,  that  their  numbers  were  now  three  times  greater  diaa 
before  the  Report  pf  the  Secret  Committee.  Such  then  had 
been  the  confcqucnce  of  the  fydem  of  fcverity.  He  dncerely 
believed  tliat  the  moment  of  conciliation  was  not  paflcd,  but  if 
tfie  grefent  fydem  was  not  changed,  he  was  convinced  that 
Ireland  would  not  remain  conne£ted  with  this  country  five 
years  longer.  A  change  of  fydem  was  the  only  chance  left, 
,7pi  ihii  chance  — — .   He  would,  however,  dicck  himfelf^ 

as 
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as  he  was  going  to  take  larger  grocind  than  he  intended ;  Indeed 
his  realon  told  him  tO/aUhin  from  topics  on  which,  in  the  pre- 
lent  circumftamces,  it  might  be  dangerous  to  dwell.  He  was^ 
aware  that  many  perfons  of  confideration  and  property  were  of 
opinion  that  on  the  faccefs  of  the  fyftem  now  purfued,  whether 
wifely  or  unwifely  inlrodnced,  depended  the  fate  of  Ireland. 
For  his  own  part  his  opinion  was  diametrically  oppoGte.  He 
was  convinced  that  a  pcrfeverance  in  that  fyftem  would  diC- 
folve  the  connexion  of  this  country  with  the  fifier  kingdom. 
A  conquered  country*  it  was  weU  known,  was  fuhjedled  to 
military  law,  and  in  the  courfe  of  his  profeffional  life  he  had 
been  in  a  conquered  country,  but  he  had  neither  known  nor 
heard  of  martial  oppreffion  and  military  tyranny  haring  bedi 
carried  into  pradice  to  fuch  an  extent  of  wanton  outrage  ami 
nnnecei&ry  cruelty  as  he  knew  to  have  been  the  cafe  in  Ireland. 
'  He  had  ftated  fuch  (ads  as  his  duty  fuggefted  to  have  been  in- 
difpenfibly  neceflary  for  him  to  ftate  to  their  Lordfliips,  and 
he  repeated  his  declaration  that  he  had  thrown,  a  veil  dver  the 
jnoft  ^grant  of  the  long  catalogue  that  he  was  in  pofleffion  of. 
It  was  noty  nevertheiefs,  his  intention  to  make  any  fpecific 
motion  upon  die  h£h  wliich  he  had  ftaled.  He  moft  earneftly 
(blicFCed  and  petitioned  Minifters  to  take  them  into  ferious  con- 
fideration. He  had  faid  as  much  as  he  tliought  it  proper  to  fay 
to  their  Lordihips,  he  ihould  diicufs  the  fubje£l  more  fully  la 
another  place,  but  the  opportunity  for  doing  fo  might  be  diftant^ 
and  was  uncertain.  If  any  further  infbrmatbn  was  reauited^ 
he  was  ready  to  be  examined,  cither  before  the  Privy  Council 
or  at  their  Lordihips'  Bar.  In  what  be  had  done  be  had  fatisfied 
his  confoience  and  .difcharged  his  duty,  and  exerted  this  Jaft 
crfibrt  to  avert  the  ruin  which  threatened  the  country. 

l^rd  GrcKvills  in  reply  faid,  that  he  felt  it  a  matter  of  no 
(hiall  delicacy  and  difficulty,  and  he  was  confident  that  the  ge- 
nerality of  their  Lordihips  mud  participate  in  the  fame  feelings 
with  him,  to  attempt  entering  on  the  queftion  which  the  noble 
Lord  had  thought  proper  to  introduce,  or  the  vague  grounds 
and  ifolatcd  f^Qs  upon  which  it  was  endeavoured  to  be  fup* 
ported.  Indeed  the  noble  Lord  feemeu  fully  aware  of  his  own 
deficiency  in  that  refpefl,  and  appeared  to  be  under  the  neoef- 
Hty  of  acknowledging  it  in  the  very  fentence  with  which  be 
thought  proper  to  dofe  his  fpeech.  The  noble  Lord  hefitated^ 
or  was  undecided,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  ought  to  pro- 
ceed ;  nor  could  he  prevail  on  himfelf  to  frame  any  fpecific 
propofitidn  or  bring  forward  any  direct  motion  on  the  fubjeiSi. 
The  noble  Lord's  hefitatton  and  iodccifioi)  did  not,  in  his  i^nd, 
excite  the  fmallcft  furprife :  the  difcuflion  whiclx  he  feemed 

defireus 


148  VIOOWALVS  P^IUAMENTARY  REPORTS,        ILo%d% 

tfefiroiis  to  produce  couM  furely  be  attended  with  ito  one  pro* 
fitabie  advantage;  it  was»  on  the  contrary^  a  difcuflioa  evi» 
dently  pregnant  with  mighty  mifchief ;  nor  was  there  any  evil 
or  calamity  which*  in  his  mind^  it  was  not  likely  to  produce* 
De  would  not,  therefore,  trefppfs  long  on  the  patience  of  their 
Lorddiips*  nor  would  he  attempt  at  confirming.the  judgment 
which  he  was  fare  they  n^iuft  have  already  formed  on  the  mat* 
ter,  by  any  elaborate  detail  of  obfervations,  the  nature  and  co* 
gency  of  which  mull:  already  have  been  atiticipated  by  the  mind 
of  every  noble  Lord  prefent. 

He  would  firft,  however,  advert  to  an  expreflion  which 
the  noble  Lor4  liad  thought  proper  to  make  ufe  of,  viz* 
That  it  was  no  doubt  foLeom  and  decorous  in  the  Houfe  to 
have  acquiefced  in  the  ftatements  made  by  them  of  the  pof^ 
ture  of  public  affairs,  and  of  the  caiifes  that  broke  off  the  hit 
attempt  at  a  pacification.  This  was  by  no  means  the  motive 
f  f  their  acquiefqence ;  it  was  the  refult  of  their  beil  judg^ 
ment,,  of  their  mod  mature  confideration,  of  their  mdl  in<» 
timate  convi<^ion  ;  and  it  amounted  to  the  moft  foleam  pledge 
that  a  Parliament  could  carry  to  the  feet  of  their  Sovereign, 
on  a  fubje£l  of  the  deeped  national  io^portance  that,  even 
called  for  parliamentary  deliberation  and  parliamentary  dcci* 
fion»  But  it  was  no  longer  a  fubjed  open  for  difcufSon. 
He  would  flill,  however,  perfevere  in  aflerting  that  the 
country  w^s  in  pofleflion  of  ample  means,  energies,  and  re* 
Iburces,  which  a- free  and  independent  people  would  know 
how  to  call  forth  and  exert ;  however  oppofite  might  be  th« 
pidure  and  the  gloomy  imaginations  which  the  noble  Earl 
might  be  inclined  to  delineate,  and  prefent  to  their  Lordfhips, 
a  pi£h]re  and  imaginations  tending  folely  to  difFufe  defpon^ 
(iency  and  defpair ;  while  they  would  humble  to  the  duft  the 
pride  and  honour  of  the  nation,  and  degrade  it  from  the  high 
tank  and  merited  diflindion  which  it  has  long  held  and  ilill 
continues  to  hold,  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  and  of  the  world  ; 
to  maintain  that  rank,  and  to  prefcrve  unimpaired  that  dtf* 
tindion,  we  have  as  yet,  thank  God,  abundant  means,  and 
there  was  no  thinking  and  well-difpofed  man  who  had  not, 
he  trtifted,  iiiflficient  fpirit  and  refolution  to  employ  them. 
How  contrary  to  this  was  the  opinion  that  night  held  out  to 
your  Lordfliips.  The  noble  JSaron  has  told  your  Lordfhips  of 
deprefled  refources,  and  ill-applied  means  of  defence  ;  he  has 
even  given  as  his  opifiion,  that  ihould  the  war  be  protraded 
for  another  year,  its  fare  confequence  muft  be  the  utter  ruin 
of  the  country  ^  an  opinion  fo  diiheartening  and  unfounded  he 
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-hopoi  none  of  their  Lordfliipi)  would  entertain^  anci  that  all 
of  thmibouki  eafily  refnte.  For  his  part,  he  was  fully  fatis- 
fied  duit  we  had  means  and  refources  abundantiy  fufKcient 
to  pfofeciite  the  conteft  not  only  for  otne  year,  but  to  the  ut*, 
moft  extent  whkh  the  ioKigination  of  any  mzaczu  foppofe 
ihe  enemy  wil)  be  tempted  to  pitrfue  it  on  the  prefent  grounds 
and  with  their  prefent  defigns,  which  ainci  at  jiothing  lefs  than 
the  deArudion  of  the  Bririft  cqnfHtution,  the  downfall  of  the 
throne,  the  extrndion  of  oionarchy,  the  annihilation  of  oiu' 
commerce,  and  the  introdudion  of  the  genius  of  French 
Liberty  with  all  its  concomitant  train  of  horrors.  To  fruf- 
trate  and  confound  thefe  frantic  attempts,  thefe  rafli  and  in- 
folent  defignis;,  Wc  are  confcious  of  poiTetting  every  adequate 
means,  not  only  when  w^  view  the  Uate  of  our  financial  re« 
Ibmrces,  hut  alfo  when  we  call  back  our  attention,  which  we 
jndft  frequently  do  with  gratitude  and  (ati^faftion,  to  the 
imc  gloriotts  ^nd  bnlliant  vidory,  which  nearly  outfhines 
the  moH  ^lendid  of  all  our  navjal  exploits.  Such  .was 
his  idea  of  the  fplendid  advantages  which  mn(i  naturally 
Uttend  this  gtotious  and  decifive  triumph,  though  if  does  not 
ftem  'ta  b^otrfidered  in  the  fame  falutary  poitit  <^  view  bj 
the  iKoUeXoiti'  (Loid  Rawdon),  nor  produ^ive  of  the  deci- 
five irfvantages  wMch,  however,  may  h€  fafefy  faid  to  refult 
fromlfti  The  no^le  Lord  has  paid  (ome  tribute  of  praife  to 
the  bntiwry  of  our  admiral,  the  gallantry  of  our  officers  and 
feameA,  amd  ail  thofe  who  had  any  fliare  in  the  atchievement 
of  that  glorious  vidory,  which  coniiitutes  as  hriiliant  an  ex*- 
fdoit'  as'ever  grajced  our  naval  annals.  But  ^^al!  does  the 
fioUe  Lord' tell  you  is  the  fole  refuh  of  thisdgiial  :)nd  impor* 
jkartH  advantage  ?  Why  merely  that  it  has  parried  a  danger, 
and  calmed  a  temjporary  alarm.  Parried  a  threatened  dan- 
geri  Oood  God,  my  Lords !  can  yon  hear  with  patience 
this  ftatedasthe  refult  of  its  importance,  as  thefiili  extent 
of  its  yahie  ?  Does  not  every  Engiiftman  glow  with  gratis 
lude  towards!  the  Britiifa  Admiral,  with  confcious  pride,  for 
the  honour  and  g^^ovj  of  his  country,  raifed  fo  high  by  fo 
brilliant  an  exploit  ? 

fie  eur  (ituation  what  it  may,  be  it  more  or  lefs  expofed 
fo  di;fficult7  and  danger,  what  does  it  admoni(h  us  to  do,  but 
^Ofdially  to  unite  in  the  fiipport  aild  defence  of  our  conftitu* 
tioD,  as  the  only  me^ns  to  ward  oiFthe fatal  blow  which  the  i  n  ve« 
terace  aninaofity  of  our  bittereft  enemy  is  meditating  againft 
it.  For  the  neceiEty  of  this  general  concurrence,  he  appeal- 
ed not  only  to  England,  but  to  every  branch  ^hd  member  of 
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the  Britifh  empire*  whofe  individual  intereft  and  faf^y,  a« 
well  as  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  the  public,  muft  depend  on 
this  fincere  and  cordial  co-operation.  He  was  far  from 
being  able  to  difcern  what  ihould  alienate  the  affedions  of 
Ireland^  or  indifpofe  her  from  uniting  in  this  general  co-ope-P 
ration.  That  fuch,  however,  was  her  prefent  difpofition, 
feemed  to  be  more  than  infinuated  by  the  noble  Lord,  who 
feems  difpofed  to  accufe  Governtnent  of  being  hoftilely.  in- 
clined towards  the  filler  kingdom,  and  eager  to  keep  up  in  it 
a  fyftem  of  coercion.  He  might,  however,  confidently  ap. 
peal  to  their  Lordfliips,  generally  and  individually,  if  it  had 
not  been  on  all  occafions  the  uniform  difpofition  of  Govem«r 
ment  to  adopt  the  very  oppofite  condu6i:,  ar^d  that  at  no  time 
have  they  abandoned  a  fyfieih  of  conceflion  and  conciliation  { 
nor  has  this  temper  and  difpofition  been  dtfplayed  and  aded 
xm  in  a  few  inftances  only,  or  for  a  (hort  fpace  of  time  ;  but 
for  the  whole  fpace  of  thirty  years  has  his  Majefty's  govern- 
mefit  been  diftinguiflied  by.  the  fame  uniform  tendemefs  of 
regard,  by  the  fame  undeviating  adherence  to  the  mild  prin* 
ciples  of  a  conciliatory  fyiiem.  Indeed  the  whole  of  that 
period  is  throughout  difcriminated  and  endeared  b][  unceafing 
ads  on  the  part  of  his  Majcfly,  from  the  commehcemetit  of 
his  reign,  of  love,  favour,  liberality,  and  kindnefsi  Among 
thefe  various  indances  of  conceflion  and  conciliation  exhibit* 
e<l  by  this  country  towards  Ireland,  he  might  advert  to  the 
eftabliihing  of  its  Parliament  into  an  independent  legiilature^ 
and  a  wide  extenfion  of  its  commercial  privileges*  During 
the  period  fince  this  country  abfolutely  and  completely  re* 
nounced  all  claim  of  fuperiptendance  over^  and  interference 
with  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  the  renunciation  had  been 
AriSIy  adhered  to,  and  in  no  one  inftance  departed  from. 
He  was  hot,  therefore,  difpofed  to  go  to  the  extent  of  faying 
that  we  had  any  pretenfions  for  watching  over  the  fafety  of 
Ireland  by  our  legiflature.  This  was  the  bufinefs  and  duty 
of  its  own  Parliament ;  and  what  idea  muft  that  Parliament^ 
whofe  independence  we  have  fanSioned,  conceive  ^f  our 
proceedings,  (hould  we  entertain  a  difcuflion  like  the  prefent, 
or  any  motions  that  can  feem  to  interfere  with  the  indepen- 
dency of  its  legiflature.  He  would,  now,  therefore,  con- 
tend, as  he  had  done  on  a  former  occafion,  that  the  agitation  in 
that  Houfe  of  any  queflion  fimilar  to  that  which  the  noble 
Lord  feems  folicitous  to  agitate,  would  be  an  undue  inter- 
ference in  a  matter  folely  belonging  to  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  Ireland,  and  ihat  fuch  an  interference  might  be  juftly 
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Regarded  as  a  manifeft  breach  of  a  folemn  compad*  This 
bbing  his  finn  and'decided  opinion  of  the  impropriety  of  any 
fuch  interference  on  the  part  of  that  Houfe,  he  would  no 
longer  dwell  on  the  arguments  which  the  noble  Lord  had 
Urged  to  prove  the  propriety  and  neceflity  of  adopting  it; 
convinced  as'hei^as  that  noargiimeitt  coUid  fatisfy  their 
Lordlhips  either  x>i  its  propriety  or  neceflity* 

He  wqbld  therefore  proceed  to  what  forprifed  hiiii  ftitl 
more,  the  general  ftatenient  of  the  cruelties  which  the  noble 
Lord  aflerted  had  marked  this  fyftem  of  coercion  which  he 
fo  bitterly  inveighs  agatnft,  and  which  he  infinuatesi  is  prin* 
cipally  promoted  and  adled  on  by  the  Britifh  military ,  at  the 
infiigation  of  the  government.     It  was  no  difficult  matter^ 
nor  to  him  an  unpteafing  talk,  to  vindicate  the  Britifh  mili- 
tary from  any  imputation  of  that  kind :  if  any  country  was 
peculiarly  diftirtguifhed  for  humane  and  generous  feelings^  he 
was  proud  to  fay,  for  he  could  fay  it  with  truth,  that  huma- 
iiity  and  good-nature  were  the  charaderifttc  features  of  the 
Englifli  difpofltion,  and  on  all  occafions  the  Britifli  military 
had  evinced  that  their  bravery  was  only  equalled  by  their 
patience,  their  clemency,  and  their  humanity.     That  there 
might  be  Individual  exceptions  derogatory  from  this  general 
difpofition  he  would  not  pretend  to  fay  ;  if  fuch  excefles  had 
been  perpetrated,  were  there  no  ct)urts  of  juftice?     Were 
thert  ho  laws,'  no  magiftracy,  no  tribunals  open  to  the  com- 
plaints of  thofe  who  are  faid  to  have  been  fo  cruelly  treated^ 
where  their  complaints  would  have  been  liftened  to,  and 
their  grievances  tedrefled  ?     Had  not  Ireland  its  juries,  as 
Vrell  as  this  country,  and  the  fame  fafeguards  provided  for 
the  fecuriiy  of  the  property,  the  liberty,  and  lives  of  Irifli- 
men,  as  England  could  boaft  for  its  natives  ?     Indeed  if  a' 
fyflem  fo  rigorous  and  cruel  had  been  purfued ;  if  fuch  as 
the  noble  Lord  had  fo  elaborately  defcribed,  it  mnft  natu- 
rally be  refented  by  a  fpirited  and  independent  people.     But 
what  was  the  objeil  for  which  thefe  troops  were  lent  over  ? 
Were  they  not  fent  over  to  proteA  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, (who  were,  generally  fpeaking,  peaceable  and  well  af- 
fisAed),  againft  confpiracy  and  aflkflination  ?     Were  they 
not  fent  to  Ireland  to  overawe  and  countera£t  the  machina- 
tions of  a  fet  of  men  who  were  adively  plotting  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  their  country,  and  favouring  the  defigns  of  our  mod 
inveterate  enemy  ?     If  againft  fuch  men  they  have  at  times 
been  incited  to  ads  of  too  great  harfhnefs  and  feverity  ;  if 
they  had  been  occaHonally  wanned  into  a  fenfe  of  indigna- 
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,  lion  th^  broke  out  into  iafolts  apd  outrageSf  hctusread  but 
little  la  the  heart,  or  hiftory  of  mankind^  in  whom  k  would 
excite  furprize.  What  more  natural  than  that  a  large  body 
of  men  fiiould  feel  indignant  and  enraged  againft  the  abettors 
of  a  confptracy  to  deliver  up  the  country  to  the  French  inva^ 
der  ?  And  that  fuch  a  confpiracy  has  and  does  exiA,  had  al- 
ready been  proved  beyond  the  pofiibility  of  a  doubt. 
Had  it  not  been  fully  proved  by  the  report  of  the  Irifl)  Honfe 
of  Commons,  after  a  candid  and  minute  en<)uiry  into  evi- 
dence of  the  exiftrng  fads  and  circomftanees  ?  And  has  h 
not  likewife  been  proved  in  courts  of  juftioe  that  money  has 
I>een  paid  as  ibe  price  of  murder,  and  the  reward  of  ailaflina- 
tion  ?  Had  it  not  been  proved  that  large  fums  had  been-dif- 
tributed  to  hire  aflaffins,  in  order  to  tpurder  thofe  who  are 
fuppofed  to  be  inimical  to  thehr  traiterous  plans,  and  to  intU 
irirdate  all  witnefTes  from  comrng  forward  to  give  evidence . 
;»gainft  them,  and  eten  todeter  furies  from  giving  in  a  confcien* 
'  tious  verdi^l  ?  Do  they  not  hang  the  fame  terrors  over  the  heads 
of  the  judges  and  magHlrates  to  fcare  them  from  the  per- 
formance ol  their  facred  duty  ?  is  this  a  fydcm  which  can 
be  viewed  with  the  cool  compofure,  with  the  deliberate  cir- 
cumfpcdlion of  civil  prudence?  Impoilible:  it  cannot  be, 
the  pailions  of  men,  when  kept  in  a  ilate  of  perpetual  irrita. 
tion,  as  the  noble  Lord  has  himfelf  obferved,  will  fometimes 
hurry  them  too  far ;  but  it  is  the  caufe  that  is  to  be  lamented^ 
S|nd  if  it  iuiligatesfomefpiritcd  individuals  to  a£ts  of  outrage  and 
oFcruelty,  thofe  crimes  and  cruel  lies  are  imputable  to  thole  only 
by  whofc  daring  and  unprincipied  conduS  they  are  naturally 

f provoked.  Keen,  uotwithftanding,  mud  be  the  regret  which 
uch  unwarrantable  revenge  mufl  here  excite  tn  every  humane 
and  benevolent  bteaft.  The  fame  fenfaiions  muft  be  awa- 
kened in  hearts  of  a  fimrlar  fenlibility  in  Ireland  ;  and  here 
he  would  heartily  join  in  the  tribute  of  praife  paid  hy  the 
noble  Lord  to  the  prefent  Governor,  General  of  Ireland.  He 
held  him  dear  as  his  friend,  but  it  was  not  the  partiality  of 
frienddifp,  but  judice  to  tire  merits  of  the  man  that  prompteil 
the  praife  he  was  ready  to  beftow  on  him.  .No  public  man, 
placed  in  .'lb  trying  and  fo  critical  a  fituation  as  Loid  Camdef» 
confeiFtfdly  W*as.  has  ever  difplayed  more  exemplary  modera- 
tion in  the  difcharge  of  a  panful  duty  ;  no  public  man  has 
ever  more  zealoufly  exerted  himfelf  tor  the  benefit  and  happi- 
nefs  of  the  people  over  whom  iie  had  been,  fent  to  rule ;  but 
if  his  benevolent  exertions  were  defeated  by  thofe  whom  ho 
would  willingly  prote<9:^  if  rigorous  meafures  were  necefla- 
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rily  pnrfoedi  iw  ^latate  could  furely  be  imputed  to  hiih  ;  th« 
circumftances  of  the  country  required  it,  and  if  any  partial 
abttfes  did  exift,  we  had  oniy  to  lament  them. 

He  could  not,  therefore,  fee  what  utility  could  be  derived 
from  the  removal  of  a  perfon  whofe  conduft  in  every  refpeft 
was  thus  highly  commetidable,  and  whofe  only  care  feemed 
to  be  a  juft  and  pundual  execution  <yf  the  laws.  He  would 
again  repeat  it,  that  if  any  abufe  attended  the  fyftem  whtdi 
th(B  Govemmefit  of  Ireland  had  adopted,  the  laws  were  open 
to  grant  redrefs,  and  juftice  ready  to  inflid  punifhment.  No 
imputation  ought,  therefore,  to  attach  on  the  character  and 
eaoAoA  of  the  Britifli  military,  who  had  been  fent  to  Ireland, 
mnd  were  paid  by  that  country  for  aflifting  in  defence  of  Its 
liberties,  as"  well  as  for  the  purpofc  of  prctedion  ag^infl  the 
common  eticmy.  Individuals,  it  is  triie,  might  fomc  tinie* 
proceed  to  unwarrantable  lengths,  htx  the  whole  body  fliould 
not  therefore  be  afperfed,  for  endeavouring  to  difcharge  the 
paanful  taik  which  had  been  iinpofed  on  them.  Nor  ought  it 
tabe  forgotten  that  it  is  not  the  Engltih  military  who  folely 
ad  on  thcfe  lamentable  occafions.  Ate  not  many  of  the  no- 
bility and  gentry  of  Ireland  aftively  employed  in  .the  lame 
fcrvice  ?  Muft  they  not  naturally  feel  infinite  regret  at  being 
driven  to  meafures  of  violence  H  And  what  poflible  motive 
can  be  fuppofed  to  afluate  thtir  conduft,  but  their  anxiety 
to  fecure  the  general  fa/eiy  t  This  is  an  obj eft,  however, 
which  can  never  be  compaflcd  by  the  fyftem  recommended  by 
the  noble  iTord.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  bnly  tend  to  ftaia 
and  vilify  .the  charafter  of  Government,  and  bring  all  its 
meafures  into  contempt  and  difgrace.  The  contrary  fyftem 
muft  therefore  be  perfevered  in,  and  to  the  fpirited  exertions 
of  the  Englifti  military  will  be  due  the  prefcrvation  of  Irtfti 
laws,  of  Irifli  property,  and  of  Irifh  lives  ;  for  by  their  exer- 
tions only  can  thofe  laws  be  kept  unviolated  by  licentioufnefs, 
I  and  thofe  lives  refcued  from  the  dagger  of  aflaflins.     And 

I  what  again  was  the  objc£l  of  the  confpiracy  which  their  en- 

deavours are  daily  exerted  to  baffle  and  to  crufli  ?     Is  not  the 
i  objed  which  they  have  uniformly  purfued  and  undifguifcdy 

avowed,  a  feparation  of  Ireland  from  the  Britifli  empire  P  Can  it 
[  bedoubtedforamomentybyanyman  ifwe  recur  to  the  manifeft 

L  proofs  of  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a  defign  exhibited  to  us  by  the 

reports  of  the  ^cret  Committees  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
Qient  in  Ireland  ;  as  well  as  by  the  recent  trials  and  convic- 
tions ?  [Lord  Rawdon  faid,  he  doubted  it.]  Lvrd  Gren- 
ville  ^n  faid,  as  the  noble  Lord  fays  <<  he  doubts  it,*'  I 

will 
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wfU  only  exprefs  my  furprifethat  the  noble  Lord  (hoaM  doubt 
a  fatSt  k  fetf- evident  that  no  man  will  venmre  td  deiiy  it. 

I  will  proceed  with  my  argument,  and  fpeak  to  the  frcedont 
cf  the  prdfs  which  the '  noble  Lord  fays  is  held  in  focfa  op- 
preffion  in  Ireland :  My  Lords^  I  now  hold  in  my  hand 
a  printed  paper,  the  contents  of  whieh  are  tdo  ibock* 
ing  to  read ; — fufflce  it  lo  fay,  that  its  avowed  obje£k  is  to 
point  out  innocent  men  by  name  to  the  po^gnard  of  aflaffinstf 
It  contains  a  lid  of  the  names  and  defcriptions  of  thofe,  wlioac 
a  future  period,  were  to  be  murdered*  It  loads  his  Majefty 
with  the.moA:  opprobious  epithets,  and  reviles  the  Englifli  na- 
tion with  every  term  of  contumely  ;  it  holds  it  out  to  be  th<^ 
duty  of  every  Iriihman  to  wreft  from  the  hand  of  Englifh  rufr 
fians  the  property  which  thofe  EngliHi  ruffians  have  wrefted 
from  their  anceftors.  This  your  Lordlhips  will  doubtlefs  per-* 
ceive  is  no  obfcure  or  ambiguous  language  ;  it  pretty  clearly 
developes  their  favourite  proje<E\  of  feparating  Crrcat  Britain  and 
Ireland,  an  obje£t  which  has  been  fuggeded  by  France,  and 
of  which  France  is  dcfirous  to  promote  the  accompliihmenty 
and  fliould  they  unhappily  fuccecd  in  this  impious  attempt, 
what  mud  be  the  refult  \  but  that  confufion,  diforders  and 
anarchy  mud  ru(h  in  upon  the  country,  together  with  tho 
public  enemy  ? 

Such  is  the  fituation  to  which  an  open  confpiracy  of  profile 
^te  men  have  reduced  the  iider  kingdom.  And  how  can  this 
ntuation  be  meliorated,  or  the  danger  that  threatens  that  coun- 
try be  repelled,  but  by  a  fydem  of  fevere  and  vigorous  laws,  a 
Trgour  and  feverity  which  on  fuch  occafions  are  indifpenfibly 
neccffary ;  nor  can  thefe  laws  be  enforced  without  entrufting 
great  powers  in  the  hands  of  thofe  on  whom  we  impofe  the 
pefforniance  of  this  arduous  duty  under  fevere  refponfibility  ? 

The  queftion  therefore  now  is.  Will  your  Lordfliips  intcr- 
pofe  on  thcprefent  occafion,  and  tell  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
and  Iriih  Magiftracy,  that  you  are  more  careful  of  the  in- 
terefts  and  happinefs  of  the  Irifli  people  than  they  are,  and 
that  the  Englifh  military  are  not  to  obey  the  Irifli  laws,  but 
the  arbitrary  inftmftions  of  the  Britifti  parliament? 

Lorii  Rawdon  (Earl  Moira)  faid,  that  no  fentiment  had 
fallen  from  him  to  the  cStdt  which  the  noble  Secretary  had 
dated.  He  would  afk  the  noble  Secretary,  Whether  he 
knew  of  any  point  under  the  general  relation  of  the  two  coon- 
tries  to  each  other,  in  which  a  peer  of  parliament  had  a  dearer 
right  to  addrefs  their  Lprdftiips  than  he  had  on  the  fubjed  ta  - 
which  he  had  called  their  attention  ?  Us  vvould  afk  the  no-- 
blc  Secretary,  Whether,  if  he  were  now  to  move  their  Lord- 
fliips 
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Alps  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  remove  Earl  Camden,  he  wa& 
not  competent  to  make,  and  the  Houfe  to  agree,  to  fuch  a  mo- 
tion i  Moft  clearly,  in  his  mind  there  was  no  queftion  upon 
fuch  competency.  He  would,  however,  fortify  the  dodbinc 
by  reference  to  a  cafe  which  occurred  in  a  reign  when  no  pri* 
vifeges  of  parliament  were  fuppoTed  to  cncroaeh  upon  the  prc- 
rogadves  of  the  ccown — ^the  reign  of  Charles  the  Seconds 
Their  Lordfhips  knew  too  well  to  make  it  neceflary  for  him. 
to  inform  them  of  the  cafe  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale.  The 
fMuiiament  of  Scotland  was  then  independent  of  this  country, 
and  the  two  countries  ftood  .precifely  in  the  fituation  that 
Ireland  does  now  with  refpeA  to  England,  ai)d  yet  the  parliament 
here  came  to  a  vote  that  the  evil  counfcllors  ahoul  the  Kinjg 
was  a  grievance,  9nd  jthat  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  was  **  not  m  , 
to  be  trufted  in  any  office,  or  place  of  truft,*''  while  he  was 
in  Scotland,  wfaich  vote  was,  doubtlefs,  intended  to  have  been 
£9lbwed  op  by  the  impeachment  of  that  noble  Duke,  but  it 
did  not  take  place,  owing  to  the  diflblution  of  parliament, 
ivhich  foon  followed.  Here  was  a  cafe  to  illuftrate  the  prin- 
pie  and  eftablifli  the  right  of  a  member  of  the  firitifh  parlia* 
snent,  moving  to  advife  his  Majefty  to  remove  any  of  his  mi- 
fiiflers  in  fuch  parts  of  his  dominions  as  are  poflTefied  of  legif- 
lative  bodies  <^  its  own.  If,  therefore,  from  motives  of  re- 
fyeSt  for  the  high  ftation,  and  real  eftccm  for  the  perfonal 
character  of  Lord  Camden,  he  forbore  bringing  any  motion 
forward  upon  this  fubje£k,  it  was  not  becaufe  he  did  not  con- 
ceive himfelf  entitled  to  do  fo  if  there  exifted  any  necefSty  for 
fo  doing.  But  inftead  of  anfwering  liis  argument,  or  meet- 
ing the  faifh  he  had  mentioned,  the  noble  Secretary  of  State 
chofe  to  reft  the  whole  of  the  cafe  upon  a  mere  point  of  form, 
and  to  £iy  that  no  cognizance  could  be  taken  in  that  Houfe  of 
mod  flagrant  circumftances  in  the  fifter  kingdom,  arifing  from 
a  mifapplied  fyftem  of  feverity  and  coercion,  the  confequence 
of  which  threatened  deeply  and  dangcroofly  to  affedt  tfie  fafety 
and  fecnrtty  of  the  Britifo  empire,  becaufe  Ireland  poiTeired 
an  independent  Icgiflature.  The  noble  Secretary  had  com- 
plained that  he  hacf  reprobated  the  troops  in  Ireland  for  obeying 
the  law.  He  denied  the  charge;  he  had  not  reprobated  either 
the  troops  or  any  body  of  men  foe*  obeying  the  law ;  but  he  had 
reprobated  the  condud  of  Executive  Government,  which  was 
repo^ant  to  the.  feelings  W  the  people  of  Ireland,  inconiiilent 
with  the  charader  of  the  people  c^  England,  and  highly  inju- 
rious to  the  tea)  intereft  of  both  countries.  The  noble  Secre- 
tary had  obferved  alfo,  that  he  liad  only  taken  notice  of  partial 
points  ai^  incidental  sibuies.     This  was  not.  a  fair  or  a  corre6b 

reprefenutioa 
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fcprefcntacioo  of  the  detail  he  had  given.  He  bad  ftatod  fiiAi 
noc  upon  furinife,  bot  upon  knowtedgie,  in  which  the  vuoBt 
^cadfui  cruchies  had  been  eaecoted,  and  in  placet,  be  repeat- 
ed it,  where  everj  thine  was  as  tnai^ail  as  any  where  about 
London  at  this  hoar.  He  admitted  that  there  was  a  oombina- 
tion  formed  in  Ireland,  a  oioft  powerful  combination,  and  that 
it  was  making  progreb  to  an  alarming  degree ;  but  he  denied 
tliat  coercion  was  tfie  beft  of  means  to  dii&ive  that  ooodbina- 
tion.  U  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  wife  to  try  condlialDrj 
meafures.  Tlie  noble  Secretary  aiked.  Whether  the  whole 
coorl'e  of  the  condud  of  his  Majcfty,  and  of  the  Brittfh  legiila* 
tare,  for  tbefe  thirty  years  pad,  had  not  been  an  nniferm  fa-ies 
of  conciliating  ineafures?  To  which  he  wooid  anfwer,  that 
it  d;d  not  much  become  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  to  lay  any 
firefs  on  the  conduA  of  the  Britifli  iegiflatute  towards  irdand^ 
while  by  his  own  admiffion  it  exercifed  an  amhoritj  fo  unr 
warrantible,  that  the  Britiih  iegijlature,  fifteen  years  fincc^  ow 
a  principle  of  juilicei  thought  it  right  to  lenoonce  it  altogedier. 
In  reply  to  the  affbrtion  that  the  govemoient  of  Iieland  uied 
conciliatory  meafures  towards  the  people  of  that  country,  until 
St  appeared  that  vigorous  meafures  had  heca  ii|di(peniible ;  be 
would  fay,  that  men  have  a  right  to  be  well  aiid  jaflly  govern-'* 
cd;  and  when  they  feel  themielves  aggrieved,  they  have  a 
right  to  (bte  their  cofoplaints,  and  to  call  for  redre&  with  firm- 
nefs;  and  to  accufe  them  of  ingratitude  for  complaintng,  was 
the  mod  provoking  petulance,  as  well  as  injuftice.  He  bad  ^ 
Sated,  not  cafual  esKefles  or  incidental  ^ufes ;  aa(  what  he 
had  loofely  heard  of,  but  what  he  bad  himfelf*  in  various  ior 
ftances  witncfled^-a  confbnt,  uniform  procedure  of  cruel  oi>- 
preffion  and  har (h  government  in  tliat  part  of  the  country  tq 
which  he  had  already  alluded.  If  thefe  things  be  true,  and 
true  he  knew  them  to  be;  if  their  Loribips  knew  them  alfo* 
and  now  they  did  know  them ;  what  excufe  would  they  have, 
if  in  the  hour  of  peril  the  people  of  Ireland  ftouU  nftiie  to 
fupport  government,  and  ibouid  fiipport  thofe  who  aimed  at 
overthnmitig  it  ?  It  was  not  the  refeurces  that  he.  dreaded,  he 
had  nevn  ftated  any  doubt  of  them  and  of  our  means  of  defence^ 
he  had  doubted  merely  the  application  of  both.  It  was 
not  the  want  of  men  that  he  was  fearful  of;  it  was  tbe  want  of ' 
the  bearU  amd  affbAkms  of  men  that  was  the  objedl  of  bis  fear; 
withoot  that  heartfelt  a&dieua,  we  mi^t  call  in  Wn  far 
Bown  in  all  paits  of  the  empire,  and  a  vigorous  exertion  againft 
the  common  enemy;  without  conciliatory  meaforcs,  tfaataf*- 
fei^ion  could  not  be  expedied,  nor  would  it  ever  arife.  He 
would  a^  the  noble  Seqetary,  if  tbe  meafnres  of  the  Execu- 
tive 
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i  tivc  Government  had  been  of  that  charafler?     The  noble  Se- 

I  cretary  of  State  had  aflertcd,  thit  there  was  a  confpiracy  among 

f      •  the  united  Irilh men.     He  admitted  that  many  perfons  who 

had  joined  that  body,  under  that  chara£ler  did  many  adls  that 
we.e  culpable  in  the  extreme;  but  he  did  not  believe  the  caufe 
which  the.noble  Lord  afiTigncd  for  it. to  be  a  true  one.  It  was 
not  originally  for  the  purpofe  of  overturning  the  Conftitution 
!  that  thefe  Irifhmen  united;  the  atrocious  a£ts  fome  of  them  had 

fince  been  guilty  of  were  the  efFedt  of  Having  been  goadedrby  what 
they  felt ;  and  terrified  by  the  profpeft  of  what  they,  have  to 
cxpeft,  from  what  they  have  feen,  they  ftill  continue  in  the 
fame  temper.  The  fociety  of  United  iriftimen,  had  origi- 
nally, he  folemnly  believed,  nothing  in  view  but  a  parliamen- 
tary reform,  for  which  they  could  not  be  fairjy  cenfurcd,  as 
^  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of  Ireland  had  itfelf  come  to  a  re- 

folution  for  that  very  purpofe.  Upon  this  fubjeft  he  fpoke  the 
more  readily,  as  he  himfelf  had  never  been  friendly  to  a  parlia- 
mentary reform.  He  did  not  fee  all  thofe  fi  ightful  cpnfe- 
quences  as  likely  to  arife  from  it,  that  fome  men  had  pictured 
!  to  themfelves,  but  he  did  not  think  that  a  reform  would  be  a 

good  meafurc  if  carried  into  effe6t,  befides  the  hazard  of  trying 
it,  and  therefore  he  fliould  not  adyife  the  trial ;  if,  however, 
f  men  entertaining  different  opinions  on  the  fubjeft  were  defec- 

I  tive  in  their  judgment,  coercion,  he  was  perfuaded,  was  not 

likely  to  affeft  it?    He  knew  that  infinite  abufc  had  been  ban- 
died about  in  Ireland  from  one  party  to  another;  the  refult  of 
'     which  had  been  fatal  in  many  inftance's,  for  many  affaflinations 
,  had  taken  place.     This  praftice,  odious  and  deteftable  as  it 

'k  was,  did  not  arife  out  of  any  fettled  plan  to  overturn  Govern- 

ment; but  from  private  malice  and  from  revenge,  the  effc6i  of 
1^  jjerfonal  difputes.     The  ftate  of  Ireland  was  moft  deplorable. 

He  had  declared,  that  it  was  fo  preflingjas  to  admit  of  no  delay. 
'   He  would  aik  what  might  be  the  confequence,  if  an  armv  were 
to  land  there  under  the  prefent  fyftem  of  coercion?     Could 
government  rely  on  tlie  people  unlefs  they  had  fomehc^peof 
'  conciliation  ?     He,  therefore,  muft  again  recommend  concilia- 
tory meafures.     Nor  was  it  any  anfwer  to  what  he  had  dated, . 
to  fafls  fo  flagrant,  fo  poignant  and  diftrefling  to  the  feelings  of 
!  humanity,  to  oppofe  a   ceremoniou   obJc£tion,  and  on  that 

I  ground  to  wave  all  confideration  of  matters   fo  important  to 

k  the  general  interefts  of  the  Briiifh  empire.     The  deftrudlion 

of  Irel;lnd  might  be  the  cfiedl  of  neglcSing  this  advice.  The 
deftruftion  of  Ireland  would  caufe  the  deftru£iion  of  Great 
Britain.  He  fell  this  fo  forcibly,  that  he  would  not  be  fo 
tardv  as  to  wait  for  an  opportunity  of  ftatlng  tliis  in  another 
Vol.  I.  1797.  A  a  place, 
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place,  where  he  had  parliamentary  privilege  to  ftate  it.  Ha 
fpoke  with  a  view  of  favitig  bmh  nations.  There  was  no  point 
on  which  hew  as  more  clear,  than  that  without  bringing  forward 
any  fpecific  motion  he  had  a  right  to  bring  forward  fuch  a  dif- 
cuf5on.as  he  had  introduced.  He  flood  there  not  merely  as  a 
Peer  of  Parliament,  not/as  a  member  of  a  judicial  affembly,  but 
in  the  capacity  of  an  Hereditary  Counfellor  of  the  Crown. 
Their  Lordftiip^  ought,  therefore,  particularly  to  attend  to 
'  fuch  a  fubjeft  as  this,  it  belonged  to  them  to  confider  it  as 
Hereditary  Counfellors  of  the  nation  and  of  his  Majefty.  He 
offered  this  advice  to  his  Majefty  in  that  Houfe.  He  offered  it 
to  their  Lordfliips,  and  he  offered  it  to  the  country  ;  and  by  fo 
doing,  he  not  only  acquitted  himfelf  of  any  evil  eflfeft,  but 
claimed  a  right  to  be  confidereil  as  having  performed  a  duty* 
The  Lo)  d  Chancellor  faid,  he  rofe  to  enable  his  noble  friend 
to  fet  himfelf  right  as  to  a  particular  exprefTion,  which  had 
fallen  from  him,  and  which  he  confidered  as  a  mere  flip,  or 
inadvertency,  but  it  was  fo  completely  founded  in  error,  that 
if  it  went  out  to  the  public  in  the  reports  that  poffibly  might 
be  made  of  what  hadpafTed  in  the  converfation  of  that  day,  it 
inight  make  an  undue  impreiBon  upon  the  public.  It  was  a 
duty,  indeed,  particularly  caft  upon  him  to  anfwer  fome  parts, 
of  the  fpeech  of  his  noble  friend,  and  as  he  was  up,  he  fhould 
with  their  Lordfhips*  leave,  make  a  few,  and  but  a  few  obfcf- 
vatioiis  upon  the  fubjefl  in  a  general  way.  His  noble  friend 
had  ftated,  that  the  noble  Secretary  of  State  had  wifhed  to 
pafs  the  difcufTion  by,  upon  a  mere  point  of  form,  T)iis  he 
belipved,  as  he  had  already  faid,  came  by  inadvertency  from  his 
noble  friend,  for  he  knew  as  well  as  any  of  their  Lordihips, 
that  for  the  laft  fifteen  years,  it  w^s  not  a  matter  of  form,  but 
an  eflential  point  and  matter  of  fa£l,  that  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  was  as  fully  competent  by  law,  to  make  laws,  to  fuper- 
intend  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  tfo  cenfure  any  who  in- 
fringe the  law,  to  enaft  any  meafure  for  the  internal  regulation 
of  Ireland,  and  to  do  every  legiflative  aft,  in  like  manner,  as 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  ever  could  do  formerly,  or 
flill  does  for  this  country ;  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  there  the 
Parliahient  had  a  complete,  entire,  unappealable  jurifdi£tion, 
which  there  was  no  power  in  this  country  to  vary  or  alter;  we 
could,  therefore,  derive  no  advantage  whatever  from  cafting 
any  refledlions,  or  ftating  any  fuppofcd  defefts  either  in  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice  of  the  courts  of  law,  or  the  aSs  of  the 
legiflative  'Hoiifcs  in  Ireland.  His  noble  friend,  indeed,  had 
been  inaccurate  when  he  ftated  thefe  points  to  he  points  of 
mere   form,  for  Ireland  was  completely  independent  of  all 

power 
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power  in  this  country  with  regard  to  internal  reg;ulation,  and 
fo  far  from  it  being  a  point  of  form  for  the  Parliament  of 
GiTcat  Britain  to  abftain  from  any  interference  with  the  inde- 
pendent legiliature  oflreland,  it  was  the  fubftanceof  theeflence 
of  public  faith  and  juftice.  His  noble  friend  had  alluded  to  a 
cafe,  which,  no  doubt,  was  well  known  to  their  Lordfliips  as 
matter  of  hiftory,  the  cafe  of  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale.  True 
it  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  w^  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Government,  but  it  was  not  for  any  thing  that  he 
did  in  his  officiar  capacity,  that  the  vote  to  addrefs  his  Majefty 
to  remove  him  was  founded.  It  was,  becaufe  he  was  one  of 
the  Cabal,  as  the  famous  adminiflration  of  that  period,  1673^  a 
period  of  much  mixed  politics,*  was  then  called.  It  was  for  being 
one  of  the  Cabal,  and  not  for  any  condu£l  of  the  Duke's  in 
Scotland,  that  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  fell  under  the  animad* 
verHon  of  Parliament.^  There  was  no  attempt  whatever  in  that 


^  It  was  the  year  when  the  Lord  Chancellor  SKaftcfbwry  joined  the 
Whigs,  and  the  Great  Seal  was  given  to  Sir  HeneageFincb|  and  the  Com- 
mons had  differences  -with  the  King,  (Charles  the  Second)  on  the  fubje^l 
of  the  Duke  of  York^s  propoi'ed  marriage  with  the  Princefs  Modena* 
The  circumftance  is  thus  related  by  Hume  ;— 

**  The  Parliament  of  England  was  now  affcmblcd,  and  difcovered  much 
greater  fymptoms  of  iiV-humoiir  than  had  appeared  in  the  laft  feflion. 
Xhey  had  fcen  for  fome  time,  a  negociation  of  marriage  carried  on  between 
the  Duke  of  York  and  the  Arch-Dutchefs  of  Infpruc^  a  Catholic  of  the 
AuHrian  family,  and  they  had  made  no  oppotition*  But  when  that  negocia* 
tion  failed,  and  the  Duke  applied'  to  a  Prmcefs  of  the  tioufe  of  Modena, 
then  in  clofe  alliance  with  France,  this  circumftance  joined  to  fo  many  other 
grounds  of  difcontent,  raifed  the  Commons  into  a  flame,  and  they  remon- 
ftrated  with  the  greatell  zeal  againft  the  intended  marriage.  The  King 
told  them  that  their  remonftraoce  came  too  late,  and  that  tlie  marriage  was 
already  agreed  on,  and  even  celebrated  by  proxy.  The  Commons  ftili  io- 
fiftetl,  and  proceeding  to  the  examina.-.on  of  the  other  parts  of  government, 
they  voted  the  ftanding  army  a  grievance,  and  declared  that  they  would  grant 
no  more  fupply,  unlefs  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch  wer£  fo  obftinate  as  to 
rcfufe  all  reafonable  conditions  of  peace.  To  cut  (hort  thefe  difagreeable 
attacks,  the  King  refolved  to  prorogue  the  Parliament,  and  with  that  in- 
tention, he  came  unexpe6ledly  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  and  fent  the  Ufher  to 
fummon  the  Commons.  It  happened,  that  the  Speaker  and  the  Uflier 
nearly  met  at  the  door  of  the  Houie,  but  the  Speaker  being  within,  fome  of 
the  members  fuddcnly  flint  the  door,  and  cried,  *•  To  tbi  chair ^  to  the  chair ^""^ 
while  others  cried,  "  The  Black  Rod  is  at  tbi  doorj"^  The  Speaker  was 
'hurried  to  the  chair,  and  the  following  motions  were  inftantly  made.- 
**  That  the  alliance  with  France  is  a  grievance,  that  the  evil  Counfellors 
about  the  King  are  a  giievance,  that  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  18  a  grievance, 
and  not  fit  to  be  trulted  or  employed.'*  There  was  a  general  cry,  **  To 
ibe  quistton,  to  tbi  quisUon,^"  But  the  Uiher  knocking  violently  at  the 
door,  the  Speaker  leaped  from  the  chair,  and  the  Houfe  jofe  in  great  con- 
fbiion. 

O^£^*0  Edit.  17S9.  'vqL  7.  f.  511,  5li. 
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cafe  by  the  EngKfh  Parliament  to  interfere  with  the  Scotdi 
Parliametit,  or  the  internal  regulation  of  Scotland.  The  prc- 
fent  was  a  very  delicate  fabjeft,  and  he  was  forry  his  noble 
friend  had  thought  it  neccflary  to  introduce  it  into  the  Houfe. 
He  had,  however,  in  a  manner  that  might  have  been  expeded 
by  all  who  had  the  honour  of  knowing  him,  marked  the  per- 
fonal  charaSer  of  Loril  Camden  with  dtOinguiihe^,  but  juft 
eftecm.  Againft  that  noble  Earl  in  his  high  office,  or  againft 
any  part  of  his  condudl,  nothing  was  propofcd.  But  his  no- 
ble friend  had  ftated  a  number  of  fa6h  upon  the  information 
of  others.  Tliis  infoimation,  from  the  nature  of  things,  was 
lure  to  be  deceptive,  for  thofe  who  look  nt  fuch  fubj^Ss  with 
a  view  of  giving  information  of  them,  fee  things  through  a  dif- 
guifcd  medium,  and  they  never  fee  more  than  one  half  of  it  ; 
they  fee  only  with  one  eye ;  prejudice  makes  the  other  blind. 
Information,. therefore,  from  fnch  perfons  could  never  be  relied 
upon  with  fafety.  There  were,  however,  fomc  points  upon 
which  reliance  could  be  placed,  and  thefe  were  very  mournful 
ones.  It  was  true  that  many  individuals  had  been  afiaflinated 
in  Ireland ;  true  that  many  individuals  were  marked  out  by  > 
name  to  be  aflfaffinated.  This,  although  his  noble  friend 
thought  it  arofe  from  fpleen  and  private  malice,  was  to  him  at 
proof  that  there  exifted  in  Ireland  a  great  confpiracy  againft  all 
thofc  whofc  duty  it  is  to  preferve  order.  He  was  calletl  upon 
to  fay  this,  and  he  was  fortified  in  his  opinion  by  the  foiemn 
declaration  of  the  Parliament  of  that  country,  as  alfo  by  » 
printed  paper,  by  which  it  was  dated  that  a  certain  number  of 
individuals  by  name  were  marked  out  as  objeds  of  future  aflaf« 
fmation. 

His  noble  friend  had  faid,  there  was  a  regulation  in  Ireland 
for  putting  out  lights  at  a  certain  hour,  which  his  noble  friend 
confidered  as  an  infult  and  a  degrading  badge  of  flavcry.  It 
depended,  however,  altogether  on  circumftanccs  whether  it 
wa»fo  or  not.  It  might  be  in  the  inftance  alluded  to  a  hu* 
mane  as  well  as  prudent  regulation,  and  that  it  might  be  fo, 
no  roan,  he  prefumcd,  was  difpofcd  to  difpute.  11  there  was 
good  reafou  to  fufpedt  that  illegal  and  dangerous  confpiracies 
were  carrying  on  in  the  houfes  in  queftion,  by  enforcing  the 
cxtinfiion  of  fire  and  candle,  tlie  inhabitants  were  prevented 
from  incurring  the  guilt,  and  refcued  from  the  puniflitnent 
which  iuch  nefarious  proceedings  could  not  fail  to  entail  upon 
them.  With  regard  to  the  meafure  itfelL  He  knew  nothing 
of  its  being  improperly  inforccd.  It  was  a  meafure  fuggefted 
to  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  they  had  confidered  and  deter- 
mined upon  that  meafure  j  it  wr»s  ufelefs  to  cavil  at  it,  becaufc 

there 
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there  was  no  power  in  this  country  to  put  an  end  to  that  regu- 
lation ;  thcrecould  therefore  bene  ufe  in 'making  it  a  fuhjed 
of  complaint  here  in  any  place  of  public  deliberation,  leaftof 
al)  was  it  fit  for  the  difcuffion  of  that  Houfe,  for  their  Lord- 
fliips  bad  no  authentic  information  of  the  grievances  of  Ireland 
in  the  firft  place,  no  power  to  redrefs  them,  if  they  exifted,  in 
Ac  fecond ;  and  therefore  they  could  not  pafs  any  opinion 
upon  them  regularly,  nor  attempt  to  do  any  thing  with  refpeft 
to  them,  without  an  utter  fubverfion  of  alllaw  and  eilabliflied 
authority. 

His  noble  friend  had  complained  that  arms  had  been  demand-" 
ed.  That  might  be  a  fa6t,  and  be  juftificd,  and  he  knew  no- 
thing to  impeach  it ;  it  might  be,  and  was  a  prudent  raeafurrr 
if  the  difordei-s  in  Ireland  required  it.  Times  of  imniinenr  dan- 
ger might  require  fuch  a  meafure.  ills  noble  friend  proceeded 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  Ireland  was  not  governed  by  Jaw, 
Was  that  true  ?  Was  Ireland  not  governed  by  Jaw  ?  Was  there 
no  redrefs  for  grievances  in  Ireland  ?  Was  there  any  fa6t,  the 
recital  of  which  would  caft  any  refleSion  on  the  adininidrntion 
of  juftice  in  Ireland  ?  Was  the  Houfe  of  Lords  of  Great  Bri- 
tain the  place  in  which  the  complaint,  if  there  were  any  foun-* 
dation  for  it,  ought  to  be  made  r  If  there  was  any  negligence, 
or  any  other  defe£ts  in  the  courts  of  law ;  if  the  officers  of 
them  did  not  do  their  duty,  -it  was  there  the  application  for  re- 
drefs ought  to  be  made.  He  did  not,  however,  believe  there 
was  anv  foundation  for  complaint  in  tl>at  ref|3C(St.  Thofe  who 
knew  the  oflBcers  of  the  courts  of  law  there  (and  he  had  the, 
happinefs  to  know  moft  of  thein),  who  knew  the  refpcdt  they 
have  in  this  country,  and  iiill  more,  from  being  mo^e  intimately 
known  in  that,  would  tell  his  noble  Friend  that  he  ought  not 

^  to  fear  any  thing  for  the  wont  of  the  due  adminiflration  of  juf- 

tice in  Ireland.  Should  there  be  any  xeafon  for  complaint, 
the  Parliament  of  Ireland  was  the  only  legal  channel  through 
which  redrefs  could  flow.  It  was  unjuft  to  the  Parliament  of 
that  country  to  infmuate  that  it  would  not  take  care  of  its  real 
interefts,  and  his  noble  friend  would  forgive  l.im  if  he  faid  it 
was  not  quite  rcfpeilfu!  to  their  Lordfliips  to  bring  forward  a 
fubjeft  on  which  they  could  not  do  any  thing  legally,  fup- 
pofmg  it  neceflary  to  he  done.     He  was  really  forry  that  his 

I  noble  friend  fliould  bring  forward  points  which  implicated 

kmany  high  charaflcrs  who  had  not  an  opportunity  to  anfwer 
for  themielves  before  their  Lordfliips.  He  could  not  help  ex- 
preffing  a  hope  that,  in  future,  a  little  refledion  would  take 
place  before  any  obfcrvations  were  mad^  which  might  irritate 

men^ 
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men's  minds,  but  which  refted  upon  'bare  aflertion,   how- 
ever  refpedable,  and  lead  to  no  conclufion. 

Earl  Moirah'id^  he  did  not  quote  the  cafe  of  the  Duke  of 
Lauderdale  as  being,  exactly  the  fame  as  the  prefent  ob}e£t  of 
his  obfervations.  He  quoted  it  only  to  fortify  the  principle  on 
which  he  called  for  the  interference  of  the  Houfe. 

As  to  the  pa{)er  to  which  the  noble  and  learned  Lord,  and 
the  noble  Secretary  had  alluded  concerning  tt^e  names  of  per- 
sons who  were  marked  out  for  future  aflailination,  he  confefled 
he  fufpcdled  it  to  be  an  invention  to  juftify  or  to  fupport  the 
meafurcs  which  have  been  adopted  in  Ireland,  and  of  which 
he  had  already  complained.  He  fufpefled  this  the  more,  be* 
caufe  no  printer  of  a  newfpaner  could  have  had  it  from  any  au- 
thentic fource,  for  no  man  conceriicd  in  a  confpiracy  for  aflaf- 
fination  would  communicate  his  own  criminal  intention,  or 
that  of  his  colleagues.  He  wifhed  to  fpeak  of  aflaflins  as  he 
felt,  with  the  greatefl  indignation  and  abhorrence ;  but  he  muft 
alfo  add,  that  he  believed  that  they  originated  in  Ireland  fron^ 
private  malice  and  revenge,  and  would  dor  fo  from  any  party 
that  happens  to  be  predominant,  while  the  prefent  dreadful 
fyftem  continues.  It  was  not  by  a  general  fyftem  of  terror 
that  it  was  to  be  prevented.  '*  If  you  wifh  to  prevent  it  (faid 
his  Lordfhip),  awaken  them  to  the  fenfe  of  the  meanmfs  ofaf-^ 
fajjination  !  By  dating  to  them  only  that  it  is  cruel,  you  will 
produce  no  good,  for,  as  they  are  aduated  by  paffions  which, 
have  been  made  furious,  they  cannot  be  deterred  by  any  thing 
that  can  be  faid  of  cruelty.  Awaken  them,  I  fay,  to  a  fenfe 
of  the  meannefs  of  a0afiination  !  Give  them  an  elevated  idea 
of  their  own  condition  !  Teach  them  to  feci  the  dignity  of 
human  nature  undebafedby  guilt,  and  unflained  by  the  fouleft 
of  all  crimes,  as  it  is  the  meaneft,  the  meannefs  of  murder  ! 
That  can  only  be  done  by  convincing  them  that  they  live  under 
a  juft  and  equitable  Government.'* 

Lord  Grenville  faid,  he  did  not  take  the  information  to  which 
he  alluded,  reipeAing  the  names  of  individuals  who  are  marked 
out  for  future  aflaflination,  from  any  newfpaper,  but  from  a 
printed  hand- bill,  which  bore  at  the  head  of  it  a  defcription  by- 
name of  a  number  of  perfons.who  v^cre  known  as  wijtnefleSy  in- 
formers, and  fpies,  and  were  to  be  coufidered  as  proper  obje<5b 
for  aiTaflination  and  murder ;  the  inference  from  which  ohvi- 
oufly  meant  every  perfon  who  (hould  be  concerned  in  bringing 
the  United  Irifhmen  to  juAice.  He  trufted  he  knew  too  much, 
of  the  difpofipon  of  men  who  belong  to  public  afiembltes  to  af- 
cribe  to  them  all  the  fame  motives  or  the  fame  views,  but  he 
was  ready  to  fay  that  the  general  object  of  many  of  the  moft 


«lb¥.  22.1         W(K)BEALL»S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  rt^ 

a&ive^and  leading  members  of  the  United  Iriihmen,  was  to 
overthrow  the  Govternment  of  that  country,  and  that  the  ao 
tions  of  all  of  them,  even  without  excepting  thofe  who  had  the 
beft  wiflies,  tencied  to  make  that  country  a  province  to  France ; 
and  it  was  notorious  that  almoft  every  ot\t  convi&ed  of  vio* 
fence  and  afiaffination,  wpre  the  badges  of  the  Society  of  United 
Irifhmen.  His  Lordftiip  referred  to  the  cafe  of  thofe  (who 
were  tried  for  the  attempt  to  murder  Lord  Carhampton,  who 
had,  much  to  his  honour,  adtively  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  re- 
preffing  thefe  fcandalous  outrages),  as  a  proof  that  the  aflaffins 
a&  upon  a  general  fyftein,  fqr  one  of  thefe  perfons  had  been  a 
domeftic  of  that  noble  Lord ;  being  aiked  why  he  did  not  per- 
petrate the  deed  when  he  might  have  repeatedly  done  it  in  his 
JLordibip's  hoqfe  or  park,  he  replied,  **  No,  I  fliould  never  do  it 
but  with  my  party.*'  The  truth  was,  that  all  magiftrates* 
'witnefles,  and  other  perfons  who  were  employed  in  detedling 
thefe  mens  deeds  and  bringing  them  to  juftice,  were  marked 
out  as  objefts  for  aflafSnation. 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  then  put  and  carried. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Wednesday,  Nov,  12. 

Several  accounts  from  the  CuAom  Houfe  were  delivered  ia 
at  the  bar,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committe  went  through  the  Bill  for  prohi- 
biting the  importation  of  Cambrics  and  French  Lawns,  &c. 
The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Malt  Duty  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  committed  the  next  day. 

Ilie  Land  Tax  Bill  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to 
"be  committed  the  next  day. 

BANK. 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
Committee,  to  confider  of  a  Bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  reftric- 
tion  of  Payments  of  Cafti  at  the  Bank  being  read,  and  a  motion 
being  made  "that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair," 

Mr.  Hohhou/c  rofe  and  faid,  that  he  felt  it  a  duty  incumbent 
iipon  him  to  deliver  his  fentimehts  on  the  meafure  before  the 
Speaker  (hould  leave  the  chair.  It  was  dill,  he  hoped,  in  the 
TQColledion  of  the  Houfe  that,  when  the  reftriftion  on  the 
Bank  had  been  firft  propofed,  he  had-  oppofed  the  principle  of 
it ; '  and  the  grounds  he  ftated  for  fo  doing  were,  that  he  con- 
iideted  the  condufl  of  men  feizing  upon  the  cafh  in  the  Bank 
as  unjuftifiable,  and  dictated  by  violence  and  rapacity ;  on  that 

occafion 
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occafion  he  divided  the  Houfe,  and-was  alone  on  the  divifion. 
As  he  had  not  lince  in  the  leaft  altered  his  fcntinaents.on  the 
<L.hjci5i,  he  iliould  think  hinifelf  guilty  of  inconiiftency,  as 
well  as  of  criminal  neclctSl,  if  he  iufFcred  a  repetition  of  the 
ineafurc  to  pals  un refilled,  and  therefore  he  would  oppofe  it  as 
he  had  done  originally  ;  he  did  not  mean  to  go  at  full  length 
into  his  rcafons,  but  would  ciFcr  a  renurk  or  two  upon  it.   . 

It  had  been  dated  m  the  Report  of  the  Committee  that  the 
Bank  was  in  a  flouridnng  condition,  and  to  attempt  to  contro- 
irert  that  ftatenient  might  ap^^:.u  inviJ^ious;  but  yet  truth  de- 
manded of  him  to  fay,  that  it  was  not  made  good  by  the  detail 
of  the  report ;  for  if  tlie  furplus  in  November  exceeded  that  iij 
February  by  only  I2,6'^cl  (it  was  fo  ftated  in  the  report),  that 
could  not  be  looked  upon  as  any  great  indication  of  increadng 
profperity.  In  iome  private  concerns,  indeed,  it  might  b^ 
leckoned  coniiderable  ;  but,  in  fuch  a  concern  as  the  fiank  of 
England,  it  was  not  at  all  fufEcient  to  authorife  the  inference 
that  it  was  in  a  flouriihing  condition.  If  it  was  a  fafl:  that  they 
were  in  the  profperous  ftate  afferted,  the  Bank  had  been  guilty 
of  great  mifconduft  in  not  making  a  proper  ufe  of  \i\  for  it 
fhould  be  remembered,  that  In  July  power  was  g;iven  them  by 
Parliament  to  make  partial  payments,  and  yet,  while  they  were^ 
by  their  own  confeffion,  in  a  flouriihmg  ftate,  they  neglcSed 
to  avail  themfelves  of  it  by  paying  more  than  before,  though 
they  could  not  plead  the  reflridion  in  their  defence.  There 
was  another  pait  of  the  meafure  to  which  he  had  an  infupera- 
hie  objc£lion — the  continuation  of  it  to  the  end  of  the  war. 
He  reminded  ihe  Houfe  that  he  had  laid  on  a  former  occafion 
that  this  would  be  the  cafe,  and  now  the  Minifter  was  making 
gcxxl  his  prcdiflions,  ailedgi ng  as  a  reafon  for  fo  doing,  that  the 
nature  of  the  conteft  in  whidi  we  are  cp  ;aged  demanded  it^ 
though  this  was  no  part  of  the  grounds  ibr  the  former  reftric-^ 
tion,  and  though  in  comparing  the  war  now  with  its  nature  at 
that  time,  it  did  not  appear  there  was  any  material  difference. 
Why  the  nature  of  the  war  then  made  a  reftri£tion  of  fix 
jnonths  only  neceffary,  and  its  nature  now  made  a  reftridlion 
during  the  conteft  ncccffary,  he  could  not  Jifcover ;  to  him  it 
appeared  abfurd  and  irrecoiicileable  to  common  fenfe  and  found 
jxilicy.  After  all,  feeling  all  thefe  objedions  w ith .their  full  ' 
force,  he  was  not  inclined  to  oppofe  the  Spe^er's  leaving  the 
chair  or  to  divide  the  Houfe  upon  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  ihe  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  before 
given  hisreafons  for  continuing  the  reftridlion,  and  for  think- 
ing that  reftridion  (hould  remain  during  the  whol6  courfe  of 
the  war ;  he  would  not  go  over  that  ground  again,  or  trouble 

the 
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ttie  Houfe  farther  than  to  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
honourable  Gentleman  who  had  juft  fat  down.  The  honour* 
able  Gentleman  had  faid  that  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  were  not 
-To  profperous  as  was  ft^ied  in  the  report  of  the  Committee^ 
and  had  grounded  this  affertion  on  the  partial  ftatcmcnty  that 
the  furplus  in  Nqvcmbcr  exceeded  that  in  February  only  by 
a  fum  of  i2,66ol.  To  this  It  was  only  ncceflary  for  him  to 
fay,  that  the  general  furplus  of  the  affairs  of  the  Bank,  as  far 
as  refpe£led  their  ultimate  refponfibiiity,  (which  was  the  true 
<jueftion  at  iDTue,)  was  laft  year  as  great  and  flourifliing 
.as  any  gentleman  did  or  could  defire  it  to  be,  fo  far  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  fecurity  of  the  creditors ;  to  fay  that  it  only  con-^ 
tinues  h,  would  furely  b,e  fufficient  -for  any  purpofes  the 
Houfe  could  have  in  confidering  the  fubjed ;  and  to  infer 
from  its  having  fmce  then  increafed  only  i2,66ol.  and  that 
.the  Bank  was  not  in  a  (late  of  jprofperiiy,  was,  in  his  mind, 
pot  a  very  coixclufive  way  of  arguing.  3ut  the  Houfe  would 
rtcolle£t  that  the  queftion  for  confideratjon  at  that  time,  was 
iK>t  the  want  of  ultimate  fecurity  of  the  Bank,  but  the  want 
of  a  due  proportion  between  the  ca(h  in  hand  and  the  out* 
flandiiig  demknds.  The  argument  then  was  entirely  on  the 
deficiency  of  cafli,  atid  not  on  the  nature  and  ftate  of  the 
general  funds.  In  the  very  next  fentence  of  the  report  to  , 
.that  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  fo  induftrioufly  fe- 
le6ted  and  fo  confidently  urged  in  argument,  appeared  a  (late« 
meat,  that  there  was  no>y  m  the  Bank  five  times  more  bul- 
lion than  there  was  laft  year.  By  fome  finifter  accident, 
howorer,  this  (latement  efcaped  the  refearcK  of  the  honour- 
able  Gentleman  ;  but  could  the  Houfe  find  in  it  no  fymptom 
of  proTperity  ?  And  would  they  not  fee  that  the  objefiions 
of  the  honourable  GentleQfian  were  entirely  reduced  to  that 
ingenious  one,  of  the  rapacity  of  Minifters  ? 

As  to  the  plan  of  continuing  the  reflridion  for  the  whole 
term  of  $he  war,  the  reafons  for  it  being  dated  diftinftly  in 
^be  report  of  the  Committee,  it  was  unneceifary  for  him  to 
fay  a  word  more  upon  the  fubje£t ;'  it  would  be  found  there 
^iftindly  fet  out,  that  the  Bank  was  in  a  date  which  in  ardi- 
jiary  times  would  enable  it  to  re  fume  its  ca(h  payments  and 
.operations  on  the  accudonoed  fcale.  But  that  the  avowal  of 
file  enemy  to  attack  us  through  pu:r  finances,  and  to  ruin  our 
BoUic  credit,  was  the  motjve  (he  prefumed  a  fuificiently 
.cogent  motive)  to  make  an  additional  term  of  reftriAion  ; 
and  when  it  was  remembered  that  no  injury,  nor  even  in- 
cotwenience,  ha^.been  fudained  by  the  redridion  hitherto. 

Vol.  I.  1797.  B  b  the 
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the  Houfe  could  not  but  think  it  a  fufliciept  encouragement 
to  adopt  that  now  called  for. 

Mr.  Allardice  declared  his  approbation  of  the  reftridion, 
but  at  the  fame  time  exprefled  his  diflike.  to  any  connexion 
between  the  Bank  and  Government,  or  any  dependence  of 
the  former  upon  the  latter.  When  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man flated  that  i2,66ol.  vyas  the  whole  excefs  of  the  furplus 
of  November  above  that  of  February,  he  was  not  aware, 
perhaps,  of  one  faft,  viz.  that  two  dividends  had  been  made 
in  that  time. 

Mr.  hIichoUf  faid,  that  he  continued  to  be  as  diRatisfied 
as  at  firft  with  the  reftriSion.  The  principle  upon  which  it 
was  now  grounded  \yas  quite  different  from  that  upon  which 
it  was  moved  laft  year.  Laft  year  necefliiy  was  the  plea  \  this 
year  it  appeared  that  the  Bank  had  more  than  fufiicient  to  pay 
all  its  debts.  If  the  bill,  therefore,  was  adopted,  it  would 
be  as  matter  of  choice,  not  peccfTity  ;  but  whether  it  were 
of  choice  or  of  necellity,  he  had  an  infuperable  (iiQike  to  its 
continuance  during  the  war,  fince  it  would  become  matter  of 
precedent  to  authorife  every  future  Minifter  in  future  wars  to 
ftop  paynient.  He  did  not  like  to  fee  the  Bank  fo  clofely 
connei^ed  with  Government,  and  he  heartily  wifhed  he  could 
once  again  fee  it  perfedly  independent.  The  ilate  of  Ire- 
land had  been  made  one  ground  among  others  for  the  reftric- 
tion,  but  how  was  the  Hou(j^  to  judge  of  that  ?  they  had  ho 
materials  before  them;  would  Mi niflers  come  forward  and 
ftate  what  the  particular  fituation  of  Ireland  was,  that  de^ 
manded  a  reiliridion  of  ca(h  payments  in  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land ?  If  they  did  not,  they  had  no  right  to  affume  it  as  a 
ground  for  any  meafure.  If  Miniilers  would  fairly  declare 
what  (late  Irebnd  was  in,  and  what  conduced  to  its  being  in 
that  ftate,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  Houfe  would  give  it  due 
confideration  ;  in  the  mean  time  he  difapproved  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  bill,  and  would  oppofe  it,  though  he  knew  it 
was  of  little  confequence  whether  he  approved  pf  it  or  not. 

Mr.  JVilherfurce  Bird  faid,  that  as  one  of  the  Committee  he 
could  afljLrt  that  the  report  was  founded  in  truth  and  jullice, 
upon  a  fair  conrKleraiion  of  the  ftate  of  things.  An  honour- 
able Gentleman  (Mr.  Allardice)  had  objedcd  to  any  con- 
ne£lion  between  the  Bank  and  Government ;  by  the  report  it 
would  appear  that  they  had  lately  been  confiderably  dilfever- 
ed.  In  conclufion  he  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  the 
rcftridion  on  the  Bank  had  been  th(?  falvation  of  the 
fpuntry. 

Mr*  Titrnef 
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Mr.  Tiermy  faid,  he  had  intended  to  defer  fpeaking  up6n 
the  fubje^ly  to  referve  his  opinion  to  the  very  lad  ftage,  and 
when  the  queftion  ihculd  be  pAit,  <<  that  the  bill  do  paf^," 
and  not  before,  to  give  his  reafons  why  he  could  not,  on  any  ' 
account,  aflent  to  It ;  for  he  was  too  fenfible  how  tinavaiU 
ing  would  be  any  attempt  of  his  to  modify  or  meliorate  its 
provifions  in  any  of  the  ftages  of  its  paffage  through  ihe 
ffoufe,  to  think  of  taking  up  time  With  any  efforts  for  that' 
purpofe  ;  but  as  it  appeared  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Houfe  had  come  down  for  the  purpofe  of  fpeaking, 
he  would  take  that  opportunity  of  flating  his  .objedions  to 
the  bill  and  to  its  principle.    No  man  felt  more  forcibly  than* 
he  did  the  delicacy  and  difficulty  of  agitating  quedions  that 
aiFeded  public  credit  ;  no  one  was  more  convinced  that  they 
Ihould  be  touched  but  fparingly,  and  handled  with  all  polSble 
xraution,  and  therefore  if  he  did  not  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  (lri6lly 
incumbent  upon  him  to  declare  his  fentiments  publicly,  as 
well  as  to  oppofe  the  bill,  he  would  have  contented  hinifelf 
with  giving  the  queftion  a  filent  negative*     He  was  aware 
that  in  thus  fulfilling  his  duty,  he  fuhjeded  himfelf  to  much 
mifreprefcntation,  and  to  the  obloquy  that  of  late  too  much 
attached  to  every  attempt  to  thwart  the  meafures  of  Mini- 
fters  ;  but  in  defiance  of  all  this,  he  would  proceed  to  do  his 
duty.     He  declared  then,  that  as  an  honeft  man  he  could  not 
aflent  to  the  meafure,  for  he  did  not  fee  why  the  Bank  of 
England  fliould  be  governed  by  a  rule  of  moral  condu£t  dif- 
ferent from  that  which  is  laid  down  for  the  regulation  of 
other  concerns,  or  how  that  which  in  individuals  would  be 
juftly  held  fraudulent,  (hould  in  the  cafe  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land be  confider^d  juft  and  falutary.   .  And  he  (hould  be  glad 
to  fee  the  man  who  would  hefitate  to  prohounce  that  the  ftop- 
page  of  payment  for  fome  time  paft  at  the  Bank,  would  have 
been  at  lead  difcrcditable,  if  not  fraudulent,  if  It  had  hap- 
pened in  the  cafe  of  a  private  trader.     i\n  order  of  council 
iffued,  dtredihg  the  Bank  to  ftop  paymeiit  of  cafh,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions  ;  a  committee  was^tppointed  to  enquire  into 
the  grounds  and  expediency  of  that  a6l,  and  of  the  circum- 
fiances  that  led  to  it.  That  committee  made  a  report,  ftating 
ai^eificicnt  and  a  remote  caufe  for  that  procedure,  but  avowing 
at  the  fame  time,  that  the  efficient  caufe  would  not  have  formed 
a  juft  ground  for  the  order  of  council,  if  it  had  not  been  pre- 
ceded by  the  remote  caufe.     If  that  remote  caufe  were  no^ 
in  extftence,  he,  confeiTed  he  fliould  hefitate  to  oppofe  the 
meafurt ;  but  on  the  contrary,  every  one  circumftance  that 

Bb  2  had 
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hsd  contributed  to  form  that  remote  caufe  had  not' only  ei>- 
tirehr  ceafedy  but  circumftanoes  iil  all  refpe^s  the  very  re- 
verfe  had  taken  place  of  them  ;  for  firft,  one  of  the  caufes 
aflfgned  was,  that  the  exchange  withHamborgh  wasunfavour*  : 
able^  and  that  gold  was  fo  high  on  the  continent  as  to  create 
a  great  drain  of  buHion  from  this  country  ;  but  the  pnefent 
report  dated  that  the  courfe  of  exchange  with  Hamburgh 
was  at  prefent  tinufuall]!^  favourable  for  this  country,  and 
that  muft  neceflTariiy  bare  a  tendency  to  bring  gold  into  this 
country.  Another  reafon  was,  the  neceffity  of  reducing  their 
diicoonts  at  the  Bank ;  but  this  (to  give  the  Bank  sill  due 
credit)  did  not  exift  now  ;  for  they  were  extremely  liberai 
In  their  accommodation  to  merchants.  Another  was,  the 
necefl^ry  fupply  of  foreign  powers,  and  of  our  troops  on  the 
continent  ;  but  neither  of  thofc  now  extfted.  Another  was, 
that  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour  was  diminiihed ;  that 
too  was  c^nged.  ^  So  that  there  was  not  one  operat]V<^  caiife 
for  the  order  of  council  that  had  not  vanii&ed,  and  given  way 
to  circumftances  of  a  direSly  oppofite  nature ;  and  yet,  with 
altthefeoppofite  reafons,  Mini(lers  came  forward defiring  the 
fame  meafure*  And  here  he  thought  proper  to  obierve,  as  a- 
ctrcumftance  of  an  extraordinary  kind,  that  the  principal  rea<- 
fon  for  retraining  payment  at  the  Bank,  came  from  the 
Bank  Dircftors  themfelves ;  that  they  feemed  to  be  mad  for- 
^/vard  in  it,  and  to  outrun  the  eagernefs  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  himfelf ;  for  before  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  had  thought  it  neceilary  t<>  fay  a  word  about  the 
matter,  the  Bank  Diredors  came  to  the  following  refolu-> 
tbn  :  <•  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this-  Court  that 'the  Oover* 
iH>r  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England  are  enabled  to 

^  iffije  fpecie  in  any  manner  that  may  be  deemed  necefiary  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  public.  And  that  the  Court  has 
no  hejitation  to  declare,  that  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  are  in 
fuch  a  ftaie  that  it  can  with  fafety  refumc  its  accuftomcd - 
functions,  \f  the  political  circumflances  of  the  country  do  not  rtn^ 
der  it  inexpediertt"  And  here  he  could  not  but  remark  that 
for  a  mere  trading  company  to  ^o  out  of  its  way  fo  far  as  jto 
fuggeft  to  Government  a  queftion  of  political  iexpedtency, 
was  imufual  and  wanton  ;  and  indeed  this  they  themfelves, 
In  the  next  fentence  acknowledge  that  they  feel :  for  they 
continue,  **  But  the  Direftors,  deeming  it  foretpt  to  tktir 

province  to  judge  of  thefe  points^  wifh  to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom 
of  Parliament,  whether,  as  it  has  been  ^ft^^  judged  proper  to 
lay  a  redridion  on  the  payments  of  the  Bank  in  caOi,  it  may 

or 
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or  may  not  be  prudent  to  contiQue  the  fame."  Thus,  he 
iaidy  the  meafure  of  non-payment  origioated  with  the  perfoas, 
bound  to  pay.  To  fpeak  of  the  body  of  the  Bank  as  a  body*. 
(for  individuaUy  he  lefpe&ed  thjsm,  and  knew  from  perfonal 
intimacy,  that  there  were  many  of  them  deferviag  refped,) 
but  as  a  body*  he  mud  fpeak  of  them  in  terms  of  difappro^ 
bation  ;  they  had  received  grace  and  lenity  and  induigeiicd 
from  the  public,  and  it  was  a  hard  return  which  they  now 
made  to  the  public.  They  ihould  have  remembered  with 
gratitude,  that  when  they  were  obliged  to  ftop  payment,  no 
difpofition  whatever  was  fliewn  on  die  part  of  the  public,  to 
prcfs,  to  thwart,  or  toharrafs  ihem  ;  on  the  contrary,  every 
thing  was  done'to  aid  and  fupport  them.  AiTociations  were 
formed  for  the  purpofe  among  the  moft  refpcAable  and  opu^ 
lent  of  the  citizens  of  London,  who  unanimouily  agreed  to 
fupport  the  Bank,  to  receive  it  notes  as  cafh,  and  to  fence  it 
in  frommifchiefs  that  were  apprehended.  One  would  think 
that  the  confeqtience  of  this  treatment  would  have  been,  that 
now,  when  they  are  declaredly  in  a  (late  of  profperity,  they 
wo«id  call  thofe  aflbciations  together  again,  in  order  to  fliew 
how  well  they  ftand,  and  propofe  to  do  that  which  at  all 
times  it  was  their  duty  to  do,  pay  their  promiflbry  notes  in 
caft,  if  required  fo  to  do ;  inftead  of  which  they  aflfumed  to 
themfeWes  the  province  of  judging  of  political  circumftances, 
and  pleading  them  againft  their  creditors,  and  ofiiciouily  fug" 
gefted  to  Parliament  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  redricr 
lioo.  In  an  individual  this  would  n6t  be  honed*  and  the 
man  who  (hould  prafiice  it  would  certainly  lofe  his  charader* 
On  thofe  grounck  he  would  not  agree  to  a  renewal  of  iho 
reftridion  ;  for  if  Minifters  were  allowed  to  bring  through 
the  Houfe  the  fame  meafure,  on  grounds  fo  totally  diif^rent^ 
what  was  it  but  to  fay,  that  whether  the  courfe  of  exchange 
be  unfavourable,  or  the  courfe  of  exchange  be  favourable, 
g<Jd  goes  rapidly  out  of  the  country,  or  gold  come!!  rapidly 
into  the  country  ;  whether  there  be  a  drain  on  the  Bank,  or 
a  vaft  inilux  of  bullion  into  it,  the  Houfe  mu(l  faodion  the 
Bank  in  the  propofed  meafure,  and  juflify  rhem  in  faying  to 
the  public,  **  We,  (the  Bank  of  England)  owe  you  money, 
and  here  we  have  money  in  abundance,  but  will  not  pay 
yott." 

Mr.  Tierncy  then  proceeded  to  ilate,  that  it  appeared  from 
the  report  of  the  Committee  that  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank,  who  were  examined  touching  the  in^ 
cntvinienct  that  might  have  arifen  from  the  rcftri^lion  im* 

pofed 
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pofed  6n  the  Bank,  arid  touching  the  expiediency  of  continu-^ 
ing  that  reftridtony  had  declared,  that  they  were  not  aware  of 
anyfuch  inconvenience  ;  and  that  there  could  not  arife  any  in- 
jury to  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  but  on  the  contrary,  advantage 
to  the  nation  from  con timiing  the  f eft rtdion.  This  hq  thought 
a  moft  extracrdinary  afl'eriion  ;  extraordinary. indeed,  for  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  to  fay  that  it  could  be  at- 
tended with  no  inconvenience  to  break  their  faith  folcmnly 
and  under  their  hand  pledged,  and  to  write  on  their  Bank- 
notes *^  pr.ynhU  on  demandy'  while  they  were  determined  to* 
refufe  that  payment.  If  by  no  inconvenience  they  meant 
no  pecuniary  demands,  no  clamorous  duns  at  their  doors,  no- 
bailiffs  to  arreft  them  irt  the  ftreet,  they  were  right ;  hot  if 
they  were  animated  by  that  fpirit  which  drftinguiOied  thctr 
forefathers,  and  rendered  fome  of  them,  though  but  traders^ 
not  lefs  illuftrious  than  the  firft  flatefmen :  if  they  were  d&n- 
ated  by  that  generous  manly  integrity  which  raifed  the  cha- 
rader  of  Britilh  merchants  high  enough  to  cope  with  the  iirft 
aien  of  the  world,  they  would  find  ^  very  heavy  inconveni- 
ence in  their,  own  feeling,  in  the  goading  refleSion^  that  they 
themfelvcs,  the  Bank  of  England,  was  now  under  the  cen* 
furing  eye  of  all  Europe,  and  that  they  arc  praying  the  Par- 
liament to  continue  them  in  a  iiate  of  bankruptcy,  which, 
they  themfeives  acknowledge  to  be  unneceflary.  But  it  ap^' 
peared  that  now  they  were  become  deep  politicians,  and 
took  upon  them  to  inform  the  I^oufe,  that  from  the  nature  of 
the  war,  and  the  avowed  purpofe  of  the  enemy  to  attack  this 
country  by  means  of  its  public  credit,  it  will  be  neceflary  to 
continue  the  redridlion.  That  the  enemy  would  aim  a  blow 
at  our  credit  and  finances  all  would  agree,  for  all  modern 
wars  have  been  without  exception  carried  on  upon  that  prin- 
ciple. Modem  wars  are  made  upon  refources  rather  than 
blood :  but  was  this  the  way  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  fuc- 
ceeding  ?  Mofl  whimfical  expedient !  In  order  ta leave  to 
the  enemy  no  credit  to  attack,  they  deftroy  Credit  themfeives. 
But  at  lart  they  fpeak  plainly,  and  at  laft  it  comes  out,  that 
**  it  will  diflrcfs  the  financial  operations  of  the  country  :"  and 
then  they  deliberately  weigh  and  find  "  That  it  will  be 
expedient  to  continue  the  reftriftion,  with  the  rcferve  of  par- 
tial iffues  of  ca(h,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  Bank,  and  that  it 
may  be  fo  continued  with  advantage  to  the  nation,  and  with- 
out injury  to  the  credit  of  the  Bank."  This  was  the  refuU 
of  the  examination  of  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  this  was  their  advice.     This  precious 

plan. 
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plan,  firft  originated  in  the  diabolical,  but  fertile  mind  • 
of  that  monfter  Robcljpierre  ;  but  -what  had  they  to' do  with 
political  confidcmions,  or  what  had  finance  to  do  with  the 
Bank  of  England  ?  What  was  it  that  raifed  the  Bank  of; 
England  above  all  the  JBanks  in  the  world,  and  fixed  its  credit 
v!pon  fo  ftrong  a  bafe  as  to  refift  even  the  mottal  afTaults  6f 
the  prefent  time  ?  What,  but  thit  it  was  unconnedled  with 
Government,  and  independent  of  Minlfters  ;  and  had  only 
to  purfue  the  plain  ftraight  road  of  their  own  bufinefs,  to  aS 
directly,  to  att  flritily,  and  to  fulfil  its  engagements  with 
probity,  having  nothing  to  do  with  financial  operations.  In 
other  countries,  where  a  connexion  fubfifted  between  the 
Bank  and  the  ftate,  and  where  of  courfe  Minirters  had  the 
power  of  diftorting  the  operations  of  the  Bank  to  their  own 
crooked  views  of  finance,  the  Bank  never  was  fafe.  In 
England  there  never  till  now  was  fuch  a  conncdion,  and 
the  Bank,  6f  confequence,  was  always  fafe  ;  but  it  was 
much  to  be  feared  that  hereafter  men,  in  eftimating  the 
Bank,  would  look  to  the  Court,  and  meafure  the  fecurity  of 
the  former  by  the  (lability  of  the  latter,  founding  their  opi- 
nions on  that  fubjeft  rather  on  the  wifdom  of  Minifters, 
than  the  fubftantial  propccty  and  integrity  of  the  Bank  Di- 
redors. 

He  faid,  that  he  had  already  ftated  that  his  firft  ground  of 

objedion  to  the  meafure  was,  thai  it  was  not  founded  in 

common  honefty.  There  was  another  ground,  and  he  would 

now  ftate  it :,  he  thought  the  meafure  led  to  a  principle,  that 

if  efFedled,  would  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  monicd  in- 

tereft.     And  here  he  would  repeat  whi^t  he  had  before  pro- 

fefled,  that  if  he  was  not  in  his  confcicnce  convinced  that  no 

hazard  would  attend  the  refuming  of  ca(h  payments,    he 

-would  not  fay  a  word  about  it.     The  fear  of  an  invafion  had 

3een  dated  as  one  of  the  reafons  for  not  opening  the  Bank  in 

he  ufual  way  ;  but  if  an  invafion  a£lually  took  place,  he 

"ould  not  fee  how  the  withholding  ca(h,  and  of  c6urfc  dimi- 

iftiing  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  would  ferve  it.     He  wifhed 

bme  gentleman  better  qualified  would  point  out  to  him  the 

lifficulty,  or  what  objedlion  there  could  be  to  keep  in  bank 

jk  quantity  of  cafli  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  notes  delivered 

out,  which  would  eftablifli  the  credit  fo  firmly,  that  even  in 

cafe  of  invafion  every  man  being  fure  of  receiving  cafli  for 

lus  bills,  would  have  no  diflike  to  accept  the  notes  of  the 

Bank.     Sonnie  perhaps  would  fay,  that  if  ca(h  equal  to  the 

cutftanding  notes  were  kept  in  the  Bank,  there  would  be  no 

profit 
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profit  on  the  buiinefs.  Bat  if  he  did  not  err  it  might  be  done 
with  advantage,  and  with  the  eSed  of  giving  new  facility  as 
weU  as  credit  >nd  vigour  to  the, operations  of  the  Bank«  He 
'would  aik  the  Bank  l>ire£tors  to  be  content  only  for  one  year 
]vrithout  any  profit,  and  every  man  being  fure  of  {laymcnt  if  be 
called,  would  never  think  of  demanding  cafh..  If,  while  the 
Bat>k  was  unable  to  make  c^fti  payments^  the  aflbctations  al* 
ready  alluded  to  had  kept  up  and  fupported  and  credited  the 
Bank,  wa$  it  to  be  doubted  that  th^j  and  all  the  people  at  large 
vwouid  continue  to  do  fo  when  they  i^und  the  Bank  had  refumed 
its  accuftomed  modes  of  payment ;  and  thi€  would  be  infinitely 
better  than  the  prefent  meafure'!:  for  fuppofe  an  invafion,  if  the 
Bank  were  (luit  againft  payment,  no  one  would  take  notes,  for 
they  could  not  be  ^ble  to  convert  them  into  any  fubftantial 
commodity  ;  (q  that  would  not  prev£nt  die  evil,  nor  facilitate 
the  negotiation  of  Bank  notes ;  and  in  the  city,  however  prompt 
they  may  be  to  ginw  loyalty  loans,  their  procedure  on  the  laft 
loan  (hewed  that  they  were  not  in  ^he  main  difpofed  tofacrifice 
much  to  their  loyalty.  They  would  foon  remind  the  ^nk^ 
and  fay,  "  We  did  every  thing  for  you,  we  difcharged  our 
duty  to  you,  and  you  have  not  difcharged  yours  to  us  ;  but 
inftead  of  th^  you  applied  to  Parliament  for  a  reftriftic^a,  and 
thereby  made  that  reftriftion  your. own  aft/'  If  ui>der  thefc 
circumftances,  the  right  honourable  the  Chancelfer  of  the  Ex- 
chequer wifhed  Xo  have  the  Bank  notes  circulated,  he  muft  go 
tlu:  full  length,  he  mud  adopt  the  vigour  with  .the  policy  of 
Robefpierre,  and  make  them  a  legal  tender,  eljTe  the  JBbnk 
would  be  blown  upon.  If  the  refuU  (hould  be  fatal,  which  he 
both  feared  and  deprecated,  it  would  be  a  fource  of  affli<Sion  tp 
the  Bank  Direfiors,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
would  fruitlcfsly  lament  his  having  intrigued  with  them.  He 
declared  he  much  feared  that  the  financial  plan  contained  tn  the 
meafure  would  unfold  itfelf  on  Friday  next,  when  the  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  was  to  open  his  budget.  For  his  part^  he 
could  put  his  hand  to  his  heart,  and  declare,  that  as  an  houeft 
member,  he  never  would  vote  a  {hilling  to  his  Majefty*s  pre- 
fent Minifters.  At  all  events,  if  money  mud  neceflarily  comef 
he  wiflied  it  were  to  come  in  a  fairway. 

Major  Elford  faid,  that  in  his  view  of  the  fubjeA,  the  ques- 
tion appeared  to  lie  in  a  very  narrovT  compafs  indeed ;  that 
certain  circumftances  of  public  alarm  had  created  fuch  a  drata 
on  the  Bank  in  February  Jaft,  as  induced  the  executive  power 
to  iffue  an  order  to  prevent  its  continuing  its  payments  iu  fpc- 
de.  That  the  meafure  was  a  bold  one,  and  t!iat  time  and" 
-fobfequent  circumftances  bad    fandiified  it  as  a  .wife  one; 

that 
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that  at  the  time  this  order  had  iflued,  Tarious  dreadfal  eonfe-* 
quences  were  predi£ted,  none  <^  which  had  come  to  pafs ;  that 
It  was  agreed  on  aU  fldcs,  that  the  policy  of  the  enertiy  was  to 
Injare  our  public  credit,  and  then  the  queftion  was  (imply^ 
whether  it  was  not  more  wife,  more  prudent,  and  more  politic 
to  continue  during  the  war,  a  reftriAion  which  had  been  found 
to  produce  none  of  thofe  evils  which  had  been  foretold^  rather 
than  by  difcontinuing  it,  to  run  the  rifk  that  fome  future  occa-> 
lion  might  create  a  neceflity  for  its  being  again  impofed,  and 
of  incurring  thofe  ill  confequences  by  the  fecondVeftriAion, 
which  had  been  falftly  piedi£led  of  the  firft.  That  on  thefe 
grounds,  he  could  have  nohefitation  in  giving  his  hearty  ailent 
to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

The  Houfe  at  length  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  v^rhole 
Houfe  upon  the  bill,  who  went  through  the  common  claufes. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  in  purfuance  of 
what  he  had  already  dated,  he  had  to  propofe  a  claufe,  pro* 
iriding  *•  That  during  the  continuance  of  this  reftriftion,  it 
ihall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Bank  to  iffue  any  fums  of  money  by 
Way  of  loan,  or  advance  for  the  public  fervice,  except  on  the 
credit  of  the  duty  on  land  and  malt,  and  that  any  other  ad- 
vance which  (hall  be  made  muft  be  on  the  authority  of  a  fpe- 
cific  adl  of  Parliament,  ifanyfuch  (hall  be  made  during  the 
continuance  of  the  prcfent  rcftridion." — Agreed  to. 

He  then  propofed  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  pfefent  aft  to 
one  month  after  the  conclufion  of  the  prefcnt  war  by  final 
treaty, — Agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived the  next  day. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read,  the  Houfe  refolvcd  itfelf 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  to  confider  further  of  a 
fopply. 
•  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  following  refolu- 
tions  for  the  enfuing  year :  That 

£^ 

7^150  be  voted  for  the  civil  eAablifliment  for  the  province  of  Upper 

Canada. 
5,915  for  Nova  Scotia. 
5,400  for  New  Brunfwtck. 
1,^90  for  the  lilamJ  of  St.  John. 
4>ioo  fop  the  Summer  Iftands. 

600  for  Domiuica. 
6,157  for  New  South  Wales. 
t6S,ooo  for  the  relief  of  the  futferlng  Clergy  and  Laity  of  Frantc. 
44,oo*  for  penfions  and  allowances  to  the  American  Loyalifts. 
36,000  for  bills  that  are^or  may  became  dac  for  the  iiettiement  of  New 

South  Walesa  * 
Voi.  II.  1797.  C  c  33>5«S 
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33,345  for  maintaining  convift$  at  home. 

«»5qo  for  bills  on  Douglas  harbour. 

All  agreed  to.     The  report  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

Deferred  Committees  of  Supply  and  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
Friday. 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  tffue  of  fmall  notes  was  read  a 
fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
tlie  whole  Houfe  the  next  day. 

SCOTCH  DISTILLERIES. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  the  Houfe  tq  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  the  Scotch  Diftillery  Bill ; 
the  Houfe  went  into  a  Committee  accordingly. 

Mr.  Rofe  faid,  that  the  late  a<^  with  refped  to  the  diftilleries 
of  Scotland  referred  to  a  matter  that  ought  to  be  much  confider- 
ed,  inafrauch  as  it  related  to  afubjeft  of  great* importance ;  it 
was  pafied  under  an  underflanding  that  much  information  was 
to  be  received  from  Scotland  upon  the  fubjeft,  previous  to 
making  any  permanent  regulation.  From  the  information 
which  had  been  received,  the  fubje£l  appeared  to  be  of  much 
too  complicated  a  nature  to  be  finally  decided  now ;  he  (hould 
therefore  move  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  continue 
the  prefent  ail  for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

Mr.  Addington  (the  Speaker)  fuggefled  that  this  motion  wa? 
irregular ;  that  as  this  was  a  c^ueUion  inclining  to  trade,  the 
motion  fhould  be  made  in  the  Committee  in  the  form  of  a  re- 
iblution. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exehequer  then  moved  a  refolution, 
that  the  duties  (mpofed  by  the  faid  aGL  be  further  continued 
for  a  time  to  be  limited. 

Mr.  Ailardyce  objefled  to  the  continuation,  obferving  that 
the  duties  were  fo  exceffively  high  as  to  encourage  fmuggling 
and  frauds  on  the  revehue  ;  and  hoped,  if  the  bill  was  con- 
tinued, it  would  only  be  for  a  liinited  time,  and  that  the 
new  duties  wouW  be  finally  taken  off. 

The  ChnncelM  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  prefent  mca- 
furc  was  pnly  intended  to  be  for  a  limited  time.  That  the 
dutfes  on  all  diftilleries  in  Scotland,  muft,  in  future,  be 
mu(fh  higiier  than  they  are  at  prefent,  or  elfe  the  ftills  muft 
be  flopped  altogether ;  for  the  police  of  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  the  regard  that  ought  to  be  had  for  its  morals 
as  well  as  health,  required  that  there  (hould  be  a  great  reduc- 
tion in  the  confumption  of  fpirits.  The  queftion  was  la 
qucftion  of  revenue  certainly,  but  the  revenue  muft  be  relin- 
quiflied  altogether,   and  the  diftilleries  be  flopped,    if  the 

"      '  con- 
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confumption  of  fpirits  could  not  be  diminiflied  in  that  part  of 
the  kingdom,  for  the  excefles  which  the  prefent  yfc  of  them 
occafioned  was  moft  enormous.  ^ 

Sir  ff^illiam  Pulteney  was  glad  to  hear  of  the  continuation  of 
this  Ad,  and  the  intention  to  extend  the  duties.  He  had  been 
informed  that  the  proce£s  of  diftillery  was  alteredt  and  that  three 
.  times  the  quantity  formerly  diftilled  was  now  prodc^c^d  from  a 
ftill  of  the  fame  fize.  As  it  was  a  fubjedl,  however,  not  ge- 
nerally underftood,  he  fuggefted  whether  the  better  way  of 
proceeding  would  not  be  to  appoint  a  Committee  and  examine 
ilfitnefies  upon  oath. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  would  be  a  fubjeift 
for  future  coniideration,  and  admitted  the  increafed  produ£tion 
of  the  dills,  as,  from  the  btft  information  be  could  coJle£l,  be 
believed  that  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  cheapnefs  of  fpirits  in  Scot- 
land was,  t])at  the  procefs  of  diilillation  was  fo  much  altered 
£nce  the  A£t  pafled,  that  the  difliller  could  product  treble  the 
quantity  of  fpirit  from  the  iame  grain  that  he  did  before 
uii^t  period. 

The  refolution  was  then  agreed  to>  and  the  report  was  or- 
dered to  be  received.  Several  public  accounts  were  laid  before 
the  Houfe  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ro/e, — ^Adjourned^ 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  Nov.  23. 
Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Expiring  Laws,  the  refolutions  of  which  were  read  and 
agreed  to. 

FINANCE. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  to  give  notice,  that  he 
would  Ibme  time  before  the  recefs  move  to  rake  into  conddera- 
tion  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  in  order  that  the 
-tioufe  might  have  an  opportunity  of  canvaffing  the  various 
matters  it  contained,  and  conikkring  whether  it  would  not  be- 
come the  ground-worlc  of  fome  legiflative  provifions,  as  well  as 
whether  it  might  not  be  proper  to  re- appoint  a  Committee  to 
proceed  farther  in  the  bufmefs  ?  He  concluded  with  fixing  that 
day  fortnight  for  the  purpofe. 

BANK. 

A  motion  being  made  tp  briuic  up  the  report  of  the  Com* 
inittec  a[^inted  to  confider  of  alBill  for  continuing  the  reftric- 
tions  on  the  Bank, 

Mir.  Huffey  rofe,  and  obje<Sled  to  its  being  brought  up.  He  faid 
he  was  oneof  tbe  Committee,  who  refolved  that  it  would  be  ex- 

C  2  pedient 
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pedient  to  continue  the  reflridion,  and  he  was  firmly  con* 
vinced  that  the  reflriSion  would  have  a  falutary  ctkSt.  He 
differed  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  only  on  the  pe- 
riod of  Its  duration ;  he  obje&ed  to  its  being  continued  to  a 
month  after  a  ti-caty  of  peace,  and  was  averfe  to  its  being  dif- 
ferent from  the  laft  Bill.  He  thought  it  would  be  ufeful  that 
a  matter  of  fuch  vaft  importance  ihould  be  brought  often  be* 
fore  the  Houfe,  and  had  not  any  objefiion  to  the  period's  being 
limited  to  a  month  after  the  meeting  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Par- 
liament. He  really  did  not  make  this  objedioh  on  any  prin- 
ciple of  hoftility  to  Minifters,  but  upon  a  perfuafion  that  th^ 
run  great  riik  of  injuring  the  credit  of  the  Bank^  for  when  it 
went  abroad  that  the  reftridiion  was  to  continue  for  fo  indefinit<^ 
a  term,  would  there  not  neceifarily  enfue  from  it  a  decline  c£ 
confidence?  He  therefore  would  oppofe  the  Speaker  leaving 
the  chair. 

The  Speaker  remarked,  that  as  the  honourable  Gentleman's 
objeflion  was  only  to  a  particular  part  of  the  Bill,  the  more  re- 
gular mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  let  the  report  be  brough 
up,  and  to  offer  the  amendment  when  it  came  in  the  fliape  of 
a  Bill  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Hujpy  aflfured  the  Speaker  that  he  highly  refpeded  hi% 
authority  and  advice,  but  could  not  agree  to  let  the  report  be 
brought  up  without  a  quedion,  as  the  refolution  it  contained 
to  continue  the  re(lri£tion  during  the  war  was  a  moft  alarming 
meafure. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  was  encouraged 
by  what  had  fallen  from  the  honourable  Gentleman  himfelf  at 
the  outfet  of  his  objeftion,  to  hope  that  he  would  n<^  refift 
bringing  up  the*report,  for  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  de- 
clared it  to  be  his  opinion  that  the  reftridbibn  was  neceffary, 
though  he  objeded  to  the  period  fixed  for  its  continuance ;  attd 
yet  if  the  report  was  not  brought  up  the  whole  was  loft,  for 
the  Bill  muft  certainlv  drop  along  with  it.  He  frankly  owned 
that  he  completely  differed  with  the  honourable  Gentleman  on 
the  fubjefk  of  his  ohje<flion,  and  had  not  the  fmailefl  apprehen- 
fion  of  any  bad  confequences  arifing  from  the  continuance, 
though  he  gave  him  full  credit  for  the  feirnefs  and  fmcerity  of 
his  intentions.  He  reminded  the  Houfe,  that  at  the  earlioft 
outfet  of  the  bufmefs,  he  had  fully  explained  his  reafons  for 
taking  that  flep,  and  he  had  had  no  caufe  fmce  to  change  his 
opinion,  for  he  thought  that  the.  enemy,  while  they  avowed 
their  defigns  of  attacking  our  financfs,  fliould  be  made  to  know 
that,  fo  long  as  thofe  defigns  continued,  we  would  continue 
the  refth£iioa  as  a  defence  againft  them.    He  thought  the 

more 
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more  plaimiefs  there  was  in  the  tranfaftion,  the  greater  would 
be  the  utility  of  it,  and  that  the  continuance  during  the  war 
vrould  have  a  greater  efFeft  in  giving  confidence  to  our  people 
at  home,  and  difappointmcnt  to  the  encniy. 

T!ie  report  was  then  brought  up  and  read,  and  when  the 
queftion  was  put  on  the  refoludon  objefted  to, 

Mr.  Huffey  again  rofe,  and  faid  he  was  not  all  convinced  hy 
what  had  been  laid  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Hie 
"Was  perfuaded  that  the  refolution  to  continue  the  reftriftion 
during  the  war  would  not  weigh  a  feather  with  the  enemy, 
while  it  would,  he  very  mtich  feared,  be  attended  with  ^ery 
ruinous  effeib  to  this  country. 

The  Chrniceilftr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  inclined  to  be- 
lieve the  honourable  Gentleman  jlid  not  entirely  comprehend 
the  full  nature  and  extent  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  itfelf  was  cer- 
tainly to  continue  in  force  during  the  war ;  but  then  the  re- 
ftri^ion  Was  left  open  to  the  Bank  DireSors  ,  who  might, 
when  they  judged  it  fafeto  do  fo,  reftore  things  to  their  accuf- 
tomed  channel.  Thus  the  Bill  told  the  world  that  our  finances 
and  public  credit  were  completely  guarded ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  told  the  people  of  England  that  it  did  not  neceffarily  fol- 
low becaofe  there  was  a  jx)wer  to  withhold,  there  was  a  pofi- 
five  unalterable  reftri^Slton  for  the  whole  time;  but  that,  on 
die  contrary,  it  was  left  in  the  power  of  thofe  perfons  who 
■were  beft  qualified  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  matter,  to  put 
an  end  to  it  whenever  they  thought  proper. 

The  refolution  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  Was  ordered 
to  be  engroflcd. 

TEWKESBURY   ELECTION, 

Mr.  Martm  brought  up  a  petition  from  the  returning  officer 
of  the  borough  of  Tewkefbury,  ftating  that,  by  an  omiflion  in 
the  forms  prefcribed  by  law,  the  eledlion  of  a  member  for  that 
borough  was  rendered  void,  and  praying  for  a  new  writ. 

The  Speaker  expreffed  a  doubt  refpefting  the  proceeding  that 
might  be  had,  or  indeed  whether  the  Houfe  could*  proceetl  at 
all,  as  the  law  did  not  provide  for  any  cafe  in  which,  as  in  this, 
the  retoming  officer  hat!  abfiarned  entirely  from  proceeding  to 
eledion,  and  recommended  it  to  the  ferious  confideration  of 
the  Hoafe.     On'  this  a  long  difcuffion  arofe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  {ziA^  that  the  Houfe  fliould 
proceed  with  the  ntmoft  deliberation  in  fo  important  a  queftion 
astbeprefent.  It  would' be  better  firft  to  have  the  petition 
brought  up,  and  then  it  might  be  determined  whether  it  might 
not  be  proper  t6  to  take  it  into  confideration,'  according  to  the 
meaning  of  the  A61  for  regtrlating  controverted  e1c6tions.    But 

if 
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if  he  conceived  the  fubjeft  rightly,  he  muft  conclade,  that  as 
there  was  no  return  to  the  writ  which  had  been  already  ifiucd, 
theHoufcwas  precluded  from  doing  any  thing  at  all  in  the 
hufmefs  until  the  expiration  of  52  days  after  the  ifliiing  of 
the  writ. 

Mr.  Martin  faidi  there  was  a  perfon  then  waiting  outiide 
the  Houfe  who  could  give  any  information  on  the  fubjed  that 
inight  be  thought  neceflary. 

The  petition  was  brought  up,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  A(X%  of  William  and  Mary,  and  of  the  prefent  King, 
|-elative  to  elcftions,  were  then  ordered  to  be  read. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  obferved,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  lad  of  thofe  Ads  (that  of  lad  feflions]  which  en* 
joined  returning  officers  to  return  writs  within  a  certain  time, 
the  Houfe  could  not  proceed  on  the  prefeat  petition  till  after 
,  the  expiration  of  52  days.  He  thought  it  better  that  it  (hould 
lie  on  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  Members,  who  might  make 
up  their  minds  on  the  fubjedl  by  fome  future  day.  But  fcr  the 
Houfe  to  come  to  any  determination  thereon,  or  to  fix  any 
time  for  taking  the  petition  into  confideration,  would  be  nor 
thing;  lefs  than  laying  down  a  precedent  that  would  give  a  new 
interpretation  to  the  K&  for  regulating  eledions,  and  bind  the 
Houfe  in  future  to  confider  petitions  of  this  nature  the  fame  as 
thofe  complaining  of  undue  eleftions. 

Mr.  Brarge  declared  himfcif  to  be  of  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  Martin  then  faid,  that  on  Monday  next  he  would  make 
.  a  motion  grounded  on  the  petition  in  queftion. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  and  the  Speaker  delivered  their  fentiraen^s 
upon  it ;  after  which  the  Houfe  ordered  that  the  petition  fliotild 
be  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table,  with  an  underftanding  that  a 
fnotion  would  be  made  upon  it  on  Monday. 

Colonel  Stanley  brought  up  a  petition  from  the  Bench  of  Juf- 
tices  of  the  county  palatine  of  LancaAer,  for  moving  the  plaGe 
of  holding  the  Court  of  Quarter  Selfions  to  Preftou,  inftcad  o^ 
LancaAer. 

Mr.  Dent  exprefled  an  intention  to  oppofe  the  meafare. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  Com- 
mittee. 

Another  petition  to  the  fame  eflfefl,  from  the  Grand  Jury  of 
the  county  of  Lancafter,  was  prefented  by  Colonel  Stanley, 
which  was  alfo  referred  to  a  Committee. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Sop- 
ply  ;  the  refolutions  of  which  were  read  and  agreed  tp. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  report  of  the  Scotch  Diftilleq^ 
Bill,  which  was  resud  and  agreed  to  alio. 

The 


l^ov  l».J        WOODFALL^S  PAkLIAMENTARV  REPORTS.      "      199 
The  Small  Note  Bill  pafletl  a  Cororaittee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 

and  the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day»  upon 

the  motion  of  Mr.  ffilberforce  Bird. 

The  Land  and  Malt  Duty  Bills  pafled  the  fame,  ftages  on 

the  motion  of  Mr.  Rofe. — Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  Nov.  24. 
Their  Lordfhips  met  at  three,  o'clpck,  and  heard  Counfel 
in  a  Scotch  caufe. 

Lord  RibblefdaU  was  introduced,  and  took  the  oaths  and, 
his  feat. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  Nov.  24. 
*    Several  Bills  were  forwarded  in  their  refpeflive  ftages. 

FINANCE. — SCIIKME  OF  SUPPLY. 

The  Houfe  having  refolvcd  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  fubftance  fpoke  a^  fol- 
lows:—In  purfuance  of  the  intimation  which  I  gave  upon  a 
former  day,  I  now  rife  to  ftate  to  the  Committee  the'generai 
outline  of  the  meafures  which  are  propofed  as  the  foundatioi^s 
for  raiiing  the  fupplies,  and  for  meeting  the  exigences  of  the 
enfuing  year.  As  the  principle  of  that  part  of  the  intended 
plan  to  which  I  am  moft  delirous  to  dire£l  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  is  new  in  the  financial  operations  of  this  country, 
at  leaft  for  more  than  a  century,  as  it  is  a  principle  fo  import- 
ant in  its  nature,  and  fo  exteniivc  in  its  confequences,  it  is  hot 
niy  intention  to  call  for  any  .dccifion  upon  its  merit  in>  the  pre^ 
fent  ftage  of  the  bufinefs.  AH  that  I  now  mean  to  ftate  to  the 
Committee,  I  wi<h  to  be  confidered  merely  as  a  notice,  and  a 
general  explanation  of  a  plan  that  is  afterwards  to  be  brought 
forward.  Any  minute  confidcration  and  particular  difpolitions 
I  fhall  omit  till  the  fubjeft  is  fubmitted  to  a  detailed  dtfcuftion, 
and  content  myfelf  with  a  general  view  of  the  pbjeft  propofed, 
and  a  general  outline  of  the  mode  by  which  it  is  to  be  carried 
into  execution.  After  the  fafls  which  are  already  in  your  pof* 
feffion,  after  the  unanimous  refolution  which  the  two  Houfes 
of  Parliament  have  pafled  upon  the  fubjefl,  it  would  be  unne- 
ceflary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  caufes  which  demand  your 
exertions,  and  the  nature  of  the  objedts  which  the  fupplies  you 
arc  called  upon  to  provide  are  intended  tp  fccv^re.  The  queftion 

which 
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tvbich  you  have  to  confider  is  of  .no  lefs  importance  than  by 
What  means  you  are  to  provide  for  the  expences  which  will  bie 
neceflary  to  enable  you  fuccefsfully  to  refift  the  avowed  inten- 
tions of  an  arr^ant  foe,  to  deftroy  your  liberties  and  conllitu- 
tion,  to  cut  off  the  (burces  of  your  wealth,  your  profperity^ 
your  independence,  and  your  glory.  In  pledging  ourfclves  to 
withftand  thefe  haughty  pretenfions,  and  to  dercnd  the  blef- 
fmgs  we' enjoy,  we  have  not  afted  lightly.  In  expreffing  our 
deiermination  to  fupport  the  honour  and  the  intcreft  of  the 
country  at  every  hazard,  we  fpoke  equally  the  di£btes  of  fober 
refleftion  and  the  language  of  indignant  reeling,  our  judgment 
was  in  concord  with  our  ardour,  we  declared  ourfelves  ready  to 
'meet  the  difficulty  in  its  fulleft  extent,  and  prepared  to  fupport 
our  refolution  in  every  extremity.  I  wifii  to  be  underwood, 
therefore,  that  it. is  upon  thefe  principles  that  the  plan  which  I 
am  now  about  to  explain  is  founded.  I  know  that  it  is  upon 
thefe  pnnciples  that  Parliament  and  the  nation  have  pledged 
themlelves  to  a£t.  By  thefe  principles*  and  thefe  only,  the 
meafures  which  are  to  be  fubmitted  to  your  confidenition  have 
been  framed,  and  it  is  upon  thefe  principles  that  their  propriety 
ought  to  be  judged. 

Before  I  proceed  to  enttr  more  largely  into  the  principles  of 
the  plan  which  it  is  my  intention  to  propofe,  1  (hall  briefly 
take  a  view  of  the  amount  of  the  expences  for  which  it  will  be 
Hcccffary  to  provide.  Thefe  I  fhall  ftate  under  the  ufual 
heads,  avoiding,  in  the  prefent  ftage  of  the  bufmefs,  all  minute 
details,  and  confidering  only  the  amount  of  the  fupplies  which 
will  be  required. 

NAVY. 

£  fhall  begin  then  with  the  fums  that  will  be  necefiary  for 
the  fervictt  of  the  navy.     The  Committee  will  recoiled  that  i 
there  has  already  been  voted  for  this  branch  the  fum  of 
'2»539>ooot 

It  will  likewife  be  recolIe(fted,  that  the  eftimatcs  of  the  pre«* 
ient  year  have  been  made  out  in  a  new  form,  intended  with 
greater  correfknefs  than  formerly,  to  prefent  a  fiill  view  of 
ail  the  expence  that  would  be  neceflary,  Infteadofthe  for- 
mer allowance  of  4].  per  month,  wbidh  was  found  to  be  inade-^ 
quate,  the  full  expence  has  been  taken  into  view.  E/ven  in 
Aeir  prefent  fhape  thfe  eftimates  are  not  to  be  conGdered  as  fo 
accurate  as  to  exclude  the  poflxbility  of  any  excefs.  All  that 
can  be  faid  is,  that  they  are  now  more  likely  than  at  any  forr 
Iner  period  to  include  the  whole  of  the  expence  which  this 
branch  of  the  fervice  may  demand.  The  amount  voted  then 
for  this  article  is  12,539,0001.  It  is  unnecefiary  here  to  fpecify 

the 
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the  diftrem  heids  to  this  branch ;  all  that  i$  requifite  is  to 
point  out  the  whole,  of  the  expence  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  (ievrfe  meafures  to  fupply*  B^Gdes  this  Turn  there  will  be  a 
ium  of  navy  debt,  owing  to  dieexce(&of  hft  year  abov^  the 
eflimate,  amopntiog  to  three  millions.  This,  however,  wiU 
form  no  part  of  the  expence  for  which  it  will  now  be  requii^te 
to  make  a  ca(h  provifioti.  it  will  onl^  be  reciuifite  to  provide 
a  fam  equal  to  the  intereft,  and  in  the  prefcnt  ttate.of  the  fur\ds 
that  provifion  cannot  be  calculated  at  lefs  than  250,9001.  £y 
a  regulation  adopted  lad  year  to  prevent  the  depreciation  of 
^avy  and  Exchequer  bills,  by  providing  that  the  period  of 
payment  (hould  never  be  very  diftant  from  their  date,  there 
ivill  be  on  their  monthly  iflbe  of  500,0001.  a  floating  debt  of 
1,500,0001.  to  be  funded,  ariiing  out  of  the  excefs  of  the 
cftimates  for  the  year  1797.  There  will  likewife  be  a  fimilar 
fum  of  1,500,0001.  falling  due  in  the,  year  1799,  hut  for  thefe 
no  ca(h  provifion  will  be  necefTary,  nor  arc  they  included  in 
the  fupplies  to  be  raifed.  The  fum  of  12,539,000!.  is  all  that 
<ntei^  into  the  account  of  the  fupplies  under  this  branch:  foir  the 
enfuitig  year. 

ARMY  ORDNANCE,   &C. 

The  expence  for  the  Army,  excepting  only  barracks  and 
extraordiiyaries,  has  likewife  be^n  vote<l.  What  the  ampunt 
of  the  extraordinaries  will  be,  it  .is  impoflible  to  afcertain ;  b^iU 
ib  far  as  can  be  colle<Sed  from  the  bills  already  drawn^  tnifs 
article  may  be  taken  at  four  millions,  bcddcs  the  vote  of 
credit,  making  an  excefs  of  above  {,300,000!.  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

In  judging  of  the  probable  amount  of  the  demands  of  this 
branch  of  fcrvicc  for  the  year  1798,  it  will  be  feen  that  there 
H  no  pro(pe6l  of  increafe  at  home ;  that  the  (ituarioii  of  the 
war  abroad  promiCes  to  admit  of  a  diminution  ;  and  that,  from 
the  general  flate  of  affairs,  many  of  the  caufes  which  contribut- 
ed to  fwell  the  extraordinaries  of  the  array  ceafe  to  operate. 
The  amount  of  the  extraordinaries,  then,  may  be  taken  ac 
2«50o,ocol-  The  charge  on  the  head  of  barracks  may  be  efti^- 
mated  at  400,000!*  The  expence  of  guards  and  garrifpns, 
and  the  general  articles  included  under  this  head,  has  alread)^ 
been  voted,  amounting  to  10,11 24PO0I,  The  ordnance  may 
be  taken  at  1,300,000!.  and  the  various  articles  ofmifoellane^ 
ous  fervioe  may  be  rated  at  673,000!. .  There  remain  only  two 
articles  to  be  noticed,  the  fum  of  20o,oooL  appropriated  for 
the  rcdudUon  of  the  national  debt,  and  about  68o,oool«  ariGng 
if  cm  deficienciesof  grants.  From  the  whole  then  the  Commit)^ 
will  fee,  that  the  fum  now  to  be  provided  for  amounts  to  about 

Vol.  I.  17.97,         •  Dd  twenty- 
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twenty-fiVe  million  ^lod  a  half.  Soppofing  the  ftatemehts  under 
the  head  of  thearmy  and  navy  to  be  corre^  the  expence  on  thefift 
branches  will  be  redaced  to  the  extent  of'  two  millions  and  m 
haify  and  Indoding  the  redoAion  on  the  1«ead  of  extraordina* 
riesy  the  fiiving  upon  the  whole  will  amount  to  the  fam 
of  6,700,0001. 

Notwtthftanding  this  diminution,  however,  there  (UIl  re- 
mains the  fum  of  twenty-five  millions  and  a  half  to  be  provided 
for,  asthefuppliesoftheenfuingyear.  Biefore  I  proceed  toexplarn 
the  general  plan  propofed  fbr  covering  this  expence,  I  (hall 
ftate  the  ufual  articloi  which  cdmpofepaFt  of  the  annual  Ways 
and  Means. 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

•  Thcfc  are  the  growing  produce  of  the  conffoltdated  fund^ 
and  the  land  and  malt.  The  former  I  (ball  take,  along  with 
the  profit  on  the  lottery,  at  fo  very  fmall  a  fum  as  700,000!, 
making  with  the  land  and  malt  the  fum  of  three  millions  and  a 
half.  There  (HII  remains,  however,  the  fum  of  twenty-two 
fnillions  to  be  fupplied  by  fome  other  means.  The  mode  by 
which  this  fum  is  to  be  raifed,  forms  the  great  object  of  conii* 
deration.  The  redu^ion  upon  the  head  of  naval  and  military 
e(Vabli(hment  does  indeed  amount  to  a  verv  confiderable  fav. 
ing.  The  Committee  will  fee  with  fatisfa^ion  that  their  ex- 
pcnces  admit  of  a  diminution  below  what  was  ne^efiary  in 
fodie  former  periods  of  the  war.  Pleafing  as  this  circumftance 
certainly  is,  I  will  not  difguife,  however,  that  after  the  fums 
wliich  have  already  been  added  to  the  national  debt,  after  the 
burdens  which  have  already  been  impofed,  to  raife  .fo  large  a 
fum  as  twenty-two  millions,  is  no  light  matter.  But  the  dif- 
ficulty is  to  be  examined  with  a  firm  determination  to  exert 
every  effort  which  the  magnitude  of  the  occaGon  de.mands, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  produce  the  means  by  which  the 
ftruggle  is  to  be  fupported  with  vigour  and  with  cfFed,  folpng 
as  tliefe  continue  to  be  the  only  couHe  by  which  we  can  main- 
tain our  national  honour,  and  fecure  our  national  fafety.  After 
this  decided  refolution,  to  render  thefe  fupplies  eflfr^ive,  the 
next  point  to  be  confidercd  is  the  mode  by  which  the  expence 
is  to  be  defrayed  without  danger  to  the  fources  of  our  proiperi- 
ty,  and  without  inconvenience  to  thofe  who  may  be  c&lled 
upon  to  contribute. 

Before:  I  enter  into  the  ftatement  of  that  plan  by  which  it  is 
propofed  to  meet  a  confiderable  part  of  this  expence  in  a  man- 
ner rather  new  in  our  more  recent  financial  operations,  I  (haU 
mention  one  of  the  intended  fupplies  which,  under  the  reftiric- 
tion  with  which  it  will  be  guarded,  I  am  difpofed  to  thinl;  wiU 

be 
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b^  viewed  as  altogether  unexceptionable.  After. what  I  have 
heard  (wsb  fome  Gentlemen  on  former  diIcaflion$»  I  cannot 
expcSt  that  the  jseafure  to  which  I  aliade  will  encounter  no 
OppofitioC)  but  I  am  pretty  confident  that;thougl\  not  univer- 
,  fal,  the  approbation  which  it  will  receive  will  be  very  general. 
"This  roeafurCy  however,  is  confiderably  different  from  that 
'  which  fomeffentlemen  conceive.  J  prbpofe  that  towards  the 
fup|>lies  the  Sank  (bail  make  an  advance  to  government.  Tlie 
fum  which  it  is  in  contemplation  thus  to  raife'  is  nether  very- 
large  in  itielf,  nor  will  it  be  made  in  fucK  a  (hape  as  to  deprive 
the  bank  of  the  certainty  of  repayment  within  a  (hort  period, 
if  it  (hall  be  confidcred  expedient  to  take  off  the  reftridion  on 
payment  in  ca(h.  That  under  all  the  circumftances  of  oar 
prefent  lituation  that  reftri&ion  is  neceffafy  I  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt.-  I  confefs  thaty  while  the  war  continues  in  its  prefent 
fliape,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that  it  would  be  unwife  to  dif- 
continue  that  reiiridion.  If,  however,  any  unforefeen  events 
of  the  war,  or  if  the  return  of  peace  (hould  fuperfede  that  ne- 
ceffity,  the  advances  which  it  is  propofed  fhould  be  made  by  the 
bank  are  to  be  upcMi  fuch  conditions  as  Ihall  render  them  avail- 
able for  the  payment  of  their  debt.  If  fuch  a  meafure  ihould 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  parliament  the  bank  will  con- 
fent  to  make  the  advance.  If  it  is  clear  then  that  in  the  pre- 
fent iituatbn  of  affairs  the  reftri£lion  is  prudent,  if  under  thet 
conditions  intended  to  be  flipulated  with  regard  to  the  manner 
of  repayment,  this  advance  will  be  attended  with  advantage  to; 
the  public  iervic^,  without  any  detriment  to  the  bank,  I  am  at 
a  lofs  to  difcover  why  we  fhould  decline  an  accohimodation 
whichj^  in  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country,  would 
prove  fo  material  a  relief.  The  fum  of  three  millions  thennhe 
bank  will  agree  to  advance  on  Exchequer  Bills,  to  be  repaid  at 
.  a  fhon  period,  capable  of  being  prolonged  if  nothing  occur  to 
render  that^  extendon  •  inexpedient,  but  ftill  claimable  by  the 
bank  if  any  change  in  their  af&irs  fhalt  render  it  neceflacy. 

There  now  rem^^ins  to  be  fupplied  the  fqm  of  nineteen  mil- 
lions. According  to  the  received  fyftem  of  our  financial  ope- 
rations the  natural  and  ordinary  mode  of  providing  this,  fum 
would  be  by  a  loan.  I  know  that  notwixhftanding  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  debt  already  accumulated,  refources  are  flill  left 
for  fupplying  the i  public  fervic'e  by  this  means.  I  admit  the 
funding  fyftem,  which  .has  been  fo  long  the  eftabUfhed 
mode  of  fupplying  the  public  Wants,  though  I  cannot  but 
r^ret  the  extent  to  whiph  it  has  been  carried,  is  not 
I  yet    ezbauAed.      If   we    look,    however,    at    the    general 

\  diffufion  of  wealth,  and    the    great   accumulation    of  ca- 

t*  ,  D  d  a  pital ; 
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pital;  above  all,  if  we  coniidcr  the  hopes  which  the  enemy 
have  conceived  of  wear)'ing  us  out  by  the  embatrafftDents  dif 
the  funding  fyftera^  we  fhail  find  that  the  true'  mode  of  pre- 
paring ourfclves  to  maintain  the  contcft  with  cffed  and  foc- 
ctfs,  is  to  reduce  the  advantages  which  the  funding  fyftem  is 
calculated  to  afford  within  due  limits,  and  to  prcvertt  the  de-  . 
preciation  of  jour  national  fec^uritics/  We  ought  to  confider 
How  far  the  efforts  we  (hall  exert  .to  preferve  the  bldlings  we 
epjoy  will  enable  us  to  tranfmit  the  inheritance  to  pofteiSty 
unincumbered  with  thofe  burthens  which  would  cripple  thiip 
vigour,  which  would  prevent  them  fit)m  aflerting  that  rank  in 
tbc  fcaje  of  nations  which  their  anccftors  fo  long  and  ft)  glori- 
oufly  maintained.  ,  It  is  in  this  point  of  view  that  the  fubjeft 
chaght  to  be  confidercd.  Whatever  objeSions  might  have  been 
fairly  urged  againft  the  funding  fyftem  in  its  origin,  no  man 
can  fuppofe  that  after  the  form  and  fliape  which  it  has  given  to 
bur  financial  af&irs,  after  the  heavy  burthens  which  it  lias  feft 
behind  it,  we  can  now  recur  to  the  notion  of  raifing  in  one 
year  the  whole  of  the  fupplies  which  a  fcale  of  cxpcnce  faex« 
tjenfive  as  ouis  muft  require)  •  If  fuch  a  plan  is  evidently  im- 
pra6iicabley  fonfie  medium,  however,  may  be  found  to  draw  as 
much  advantage  from  the  funding  fyftem,  as  it  is  fit.  con- 
fiftently  with  a  due  regard  for  pofterity,  to  employ,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  obviate  the  evils  with  which  its  exccfs  would  be 
attended.  We  fiill  may  devife  fome  expedient  by  which  we 
inay  <ontribute  to  the  defence  of  our  o^^n  caufe,  and  the  fup- 
ply  of  our  own  exigencies,  by  which  we  may  reduce  within 
equitable  limits  the  accommodation  of  the  funding  fyftem,  and 
hy  the  foundation  of  that  quick  redemption  which  will  pre- 
▼eot  the  dangerojis  confequences  of  an  overgrown  accumulation 
of  our  public  debt. 

'  Such  arc  the  advantages  which  the  plan  I  am  about' to  pro- 
pofe  endeavours  to.  combine*  To  guard  againft  the  accumula- 
tion of  the  funded  debt,  and  to  contribute  that  fhare  to  the 
fapport  of  the  ftruggle  in  which  we  are  engaged,  which  our 
ability  will  permit  without  inconvenience  to  thofe  who  are 
called  upon  to  contribute,  appears  effentially  neceflary.  The 
great  ob}c3t  of  fuch  a  praAical  fcheme  muft  be  to  albt  fairly 
and  equally  to  every  clafs  that  portion  which  each  ought  to 
bear.  As  I  have  ali-eady  ftated  then,  it  is  my  intention  to 
propofe,  not  for  your  immediate  decifion,  but  for  your  mature 
deliberation,  the  plan  of  railing  by  a  general  tax  within  the 
year,  the  fum  of  fcven  millions.  1  am  aware  that  this  fum 
docs  far  exceed  any  thin^  which  has  been  raifed  at  any  former 
period  at  one  time^  but  I  truft  I  have  ftated  fufficienc  teafons 

to 
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to  tbsw  that  it  is  a  Kife  and  nccefiary  meafure.  I  am  Turn 
that  whatever  the  temporary  facrifices  it  may  be  neceflary  to 
make,  the  Committee  will  feel  that  they  can  bed  provide  for 
therukifmte  fucccfs  of  the  ftruggle  by  fticwing  that  they  arc  ^ 
determined  to  be  guided  by  no  perfonal  conliderations,  that 
while  they  defend  the  prefent  bleffings  they  enjoy,  they  are  not 
regardlefe  of  pofterity.  If  the  facrifices  fecjuircd  he  confidered 
in  this  view  ;  if  they  be  taken  in  refcretice  to  the  olije£is  for 
which  we  contend,  and  the  evils  which  we  are  labouring  to 
avert,  great  as  they  may  be  compared  with  farmer  exertions, 
they  muft  appear  very  light  in  the  balance. 

It  will  be  obferved  that  there  will  be  twelve  millions  out 
of  the  eighteen  ftill  to  be  provided  for  in  the  way  of  loan.  At 
prefent  Iftate  this  circuftance  merely  in  the  curfory  review  I 
have,  taken  of  the  whole  fupplies.  In  what  manner  it  will  be; 
done  muft  depend  upon  the  views  which  the  progrefs  of  affairs 
may  afterw^ds  fuggeft.  Certain  patrts  of  this  fum  would  pro- 
bably be  raifed  on  different  terms.  Whatever  part  of  it  might 
be  covered  by  the  produce  of  the  (inking  fund  may  be  bor- 
rowed as  permanent  debt,  providing  for  its  redemption  on  tiie 
iaroe  terms  with  the  other  permanent  debt;  other  parts  again 
maybe  borrowed  upon  a  much  earlier  fcheme  of  redemption.. 
But  to  proceed  to  the  mode  by  which  it  is  propofed  to  raife  this, 
lovne  of  feven  millions. 

It  has  been  underftood  for  a  confiderable  time  that  a  great 
increafe  of  the  affefied  taxes  was  in  agitation.  I  (hail  (bte  the 
nafons  why  this  branch  of  the  revenue  has  been  chofen  as  beft 
calcuhited  to  combine  the  advantages  which  I  have  already  ex* 
plained  as  defirable  in  the  intended  plan.  -  The  objeds  to  be 
attained  in  the  mode  of  executing  this  fcheme  are  three-fold. 
One  great  point  is,  that  the  plan  (hould  be  di(rcifed  as  exten- 
lively  as  poffible;  that  it  (hould  be  regulated  as  fairly  and 
equally' as  poffible,  without  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an  inveftiga* 
tion  of  property  as  the  cufloms,  the  manners,  and  the  parfuits 
of  the  people  would  render  odious  and  vexatious.  That  it 
ihould  exclude  thofe  who  are  kaft  able  to  contribute  or  fumi(h 
ilneans  of  relief  to  thofe  whofe  fituation  moft  entitles  them  ta 
£ivoDr  and  exemption  ;  that  it  (hould  diftingui(h  the  gradation 
of  claflfcs;  that  it  (hould  admit  of  thoie  abatements  which,  in 
particular  inftances,  it  might  be  prudent  to  make  in  the  por- 
tion of  thofe  who  might  be  liable  under  its  general  principles* 
I  am  aware  that  no  meafure  can  be  devifed  adequately  to  pro* 
vide  for  ail  thefe  objeds  in  all  their-  details  and  in  every  par- 
ticular inflance.  No  fcheme  can- be  practically  carried  into 
execution^  in  any  financial  arrangement^  much  more  in  fuch 

a  one 
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acne  as  the  prefent,  with  fuch  perfed  difpofitions  as  to  goi^rd 
^ind  every  poflibl^  inconvenience,  and  to  rcpder  every  indi- 
Wuai  application  unexceptionable,    Thefe  general  ^principles, 
however,  mud  t)e  jkept  in  view  in  every  pra(Sical  plan>  .and  the 
{feat  queftion  in  difciUIioo  will  be^  whether  any  meaas  of  ap^ 
portioning  the  extent  .of  the  conti:ibution  can  be  iound  better 
calculated  to  preferve  them  entire  thap  the  provifions  which  I 
propofb  contains.     Tt.wtll  ajt  once  occur  that  tbe  taxei&,  known 
by  the  name  of  aiTefled,  include  fo  many  ^objeds  difi^rent 
in  their  natui:e,   fp  many  objeds  in  the'prefent  Aate  of 
fcciety  of  real  neceiEty»  fo  many  of  optional  ufe  and  of  luxury, 
iodivei  filled  by  niode$»  by  the  ftate  of  families,  that  in  general 
nothing  cam  af&rd  a  better  tefl  of  expenditure  than  the  way 
m  which. thefe  taxes  arc.combined.     One  great  objciSllon  that 
the  poor  who  contribute  to  the  afleffed  taxes,  yet  may  b?  cut 
titled  to  be  exempted  from  fuch  a  cor\tribution  as  the  prefent, . 
will  thus  be  obviated  in  a  (Iriking  manner.     Thofe  who  con- 
tribute to  the  affefled  taxes  compofe  a  number  of  about  7  and, 
Soo,ooahottfekeepers  and  mafters  of  families^ -including  a  po-. 
pulation  of  nearly  four  millions,  on  whom  the  fum.wi)l  be. 
raifed.  Who  thqn  are  thofe  who  will  be  entitled  to  excmpdpn  ? 
Thofe  who  already  are  not.  included  at  all,  on  account  of  their 
F^y^r^Yt  9^  .thofe  who,  fgr  the  fame  reafon,  are  difcharged  frpm 
payment.     Whether  this  defcription  includes  the  artificer?  and, 
labourers  who  have  a  fair  claim  to  exemption,  there  is  at. 
kaft  reafon  to  believe  from  the  beft  information  that  can  be 
oolle^ed,  5Co;oco  houfekeepers  and  mafiers  of  families,  co- 
hering a  population  of  between  two  and  three  millions,  are  ia. 
comprehended.     Such  is  the  extent  of  the  total  exemption. 
The  next,  bbjea  then  is,  to  Confider  the  effect  of  the  contri- 
bution upon  thofe  clafTes  on  wWch  it  would  be  raifed.    The 
aflcficd  taxes  fo  far  as  can  be  afcertained,  amount  to'  a  fum  of 
about  2,7cC^cooI.    This  fum  as  collefted  is  levied  upon  about, 
7  or  800,000  houfe-kqepers,  of  whom  it  is  afcertaincd  that 
400*000  dp  not  contribute  more  than  150,000!.    This  indeed,, 
is  a  little  encreafed  by  the  late  additions,  but  in  a  very  fmall 
proportion^  as  thefe  additions  chiefly  afFe£l  thofe  who  belong  10 
the  fuperior  clafies,     The  propofea  additbnal  afTcfTment  then, 
upon  the  whole  contributcH^s,  would  amount  on  the  whole  fum. 
of  afieiledtaxes,  to  fomcthing  Icfs  than  a  treble  contribution. 
Why  it  will  be  fomething  lefs  than  treble,  which  would  be 
about  eight  millions,  will  bo  explained  in  the  fequcl,   .  Wheti 
we  fee  that  4co,coo  houfeholders  contribute  onIy^50,oooL 
we  fhaJl  fee  how  fmall  a  part  of  the  additional  fhare  will  j^all 
upon  thofe  who  arc  moft  entitled  to  mitigation.     In  this  ex- 
tenfive  apportionment  too,  \^c  (hall  difcovdr  the  modifications 

which 
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whkh  it  may  be  n«cf  fiary  to  make,  and  the  mentis  to  adapt  it 
to  the  ability  of  the  contributors.  The  aflefled  taxesobviooily 
divflded  themfeives  into  two  claflcs.  .  Thofe  which  in  a  great 

^  mieafVire  applied  to  inhabited  houfes,  confifted  of  three  duties, 

atax  which  was  known  by  the  name  of  the  Old  Duty,  the 
'Window  Duty,  and  the  Cdknmutation  Duty,  firft  impofed 
laft  war,  and  regulated  in  1788:  and  of  the  dinerent  per  cents, 
fmceiropored,  which  mav  amount  to  about  1,400,000!.  ont 
of  two  millions  and  a  haff.  In  this  both  the  high  and  the 
low  daflfes  were  included,  but  among  the  latter  400,000  coti* 
tributed  only  150,000!.  The-other  conGfts  of  optional  con- 
fumptions  and  luxury — the  duty  on  fervants,  carriages,  horfct 
forpleafure,  and  that  clafs  of  horfes  employed  in  agriculture^ 

^  the  proprietors  of  whom,  in  the  prefent  Aate  of  the 'coun- 

try, one  of  the  moft  opulent  claffcs  which  it  contains,  coufd 
not  be  injured  by  fuch  an  addition  to  the  moderate  rate  which 
is  now  paid.  It  will  readily  occur  that  where  there  arc 
KoQfes  which  do  not  contribute  for  the  optional,  or  clafs  of 
luxury,  there  the  inhabitants  muft  be  b^ft  intitled  to  favour 
and  mitigation.  On  thefe,  then,  the  burden  will  fall  much 
more  lightly  than  on  thofe,  fuch  as  we  ourfelves,  and  thofe 
who  contribute  to  both  divifions  of  die  aflefied  taxes.  There 
is  another  diftin6tion  likewife  which  will  encreafe  the  facility 
of  applying  the  relief  which  may  be  found  proper  to  beftow. 
The  lipufe  Tax  in  the  metropolis  and  other  great  towns,  is 
more  felt  by  the  inferior  clafles  than  it  is  felt  by  the  fame  ckifs 
in  the  country.  Perfons  in  the  fame  circumftancc$  of  life, 
who  in  the  country  pay  only  perhaps  2I.  in  towns  may  pay 
three  or  four  times  that  amount.  It  is  the  advantage  of 
this  plan  then,  that  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  make  the  contribution  bear  upon  thofe  who  arc 
beft  able  to  pay,  and  dlmir.ifli  the  burden  of  thofe  who  are 
beft  entitled  to  relief.  It  forms  another  chara6ieriftic  advan  - 
tage  of  the  plan,  that  the  relief  which  it  may  be  expc<iient  to 
give  to  the  poor,  will  not  materially  aiFeft  the  produ6livencfs 
of  the  tax.  There  is  reafon  to  believe  from  the  beft  cftimatc 
that  can  be  formed,  that  not  more  than  3  or  400,000!.  is  raifed 
in  all  the  metropolis.  This  includes,  indeed,  all  who  are  en- 
titled to  relief,  but  it  likewife  includes  all  thofe  who  are  beft 
able  to  pay.  If  great  cities  and  populous  towns  contain  a  great 
nortiber  who,  from  thefr  poverty,  have  a  claim  to  exemption, 
they  contain  likewife  a  great  proportion  of  the  opulent  clafs, 

I  who  will  he  able  tor  contribute  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  fupply 

what  it  wouM  be  unfair  to  exa£t  from  the  inferior  clafs..  Thus 

\  fkic  twQ  c\3£&$  togetljer  will  fupply  w)iat  is  required  without 

i  oppreffioa 
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oppreffiofi  to  the  poor  or  defalcation  of  the  tax.  In  this  man* 
ncr^  following  the  gradations  of  ability,  as  they  are  dearly 
pointed  out  by  tlie  proofs  of  voluntary  or  luxurious  contribtt^ 
lion,  and  the  claims  to  relief,  as  they  are  afcertained  by  the 
vatureofthe  taxes  whi,ch  individuals •  already  pay*  the.fuU 
amount  will  be  fairly  colledled,  and  the  burden  jutlly  diHri- 
buted.  In  this  way  the  firft  clafs  of  contribution  will,  on  the 
mrhole,  doable  the  amount  of  what  is  already  paid,  though  in 
feme  cafes  it  may  be  more  than  double,  in  others  contiderably  • 
Jeft.  In  this  way  2,8oo,oooL  may  be  obtained.  Upoti  that 
clafs  which  comprehends  the  taxes  on  fervarKs,  pleafure  horfet, 
carriages,  &c.  it  is  propofed  to  treble  the  afleflfment.  In  the 
higher  clafles,  where  the  quantity  of  aileSed  taxes  may  be  con^ 
fidered  as  a  fair  criterion' of  opulence,  the  rate  on  contribution 
may,  in  fomc  cafes,  be  an  addition  of  three  and  a  half,  and 
even  in  die  higheft  clafs  of  all,  a  quadruple  of  the  pre^ 
fcnt  tax. 

On  the  iecond  dcfcription  tlicre  may  be  obtained  ^  about 
3,900,oooJ.  at  the  treble  rale.  Allowing  ^oo,oool.  for  the 
higheft  clafs,  the  produce  with  the  2,8oo^oool.  for  the  firft 
claf^y  makes  more  than  feven  millions.  If  it  were  treble  on 
the  whole^  the  produce  wouM  be  more  than  eight  millions; 
but  it  will  now  be  fufficiently  underflood  that,  from  the  modi- 
fications which  it  will  be  expedient  to  introduce  in  many  cafes, 
in(lpad  of  double  there  will  not  be  one  rate,  in  fome  not  one 
half  rate,  and  others  ftill  lefs,  to  be  exa£led.  Thus,  from  the 
tieble  allotment,  there  will  be  nearly  one  million  to  he  divided 
in  modification  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  thofe  whom  it  may 
be  wife  to  exempt.  In  this  manner  each  clafs  will  mutually 
contribute  to  the  relief  of  thofe  who  are  unable  to  fuftain  an 
additional  burden,  and  the  400,000  who  now  pay  fo  fmall  a 
proportion  will  continue  to  be  prote6led  from  any  fevere  exac- 
tion by  the  extent  which  the  tax  will  receive  from  the  mofe 
opulent  clafs  (^contributors. 

.  Thus  the  advantage  of  fucb  an. arrangement  will  allow  fnf^ 

^cient  latitude  of  relief  where  relief  Aoutd  be  given  without 

dirainifliing  the  produdivenefs  of  the  tax.     It  will  allow  any 

^exemption  fo  thofe  \9im  have  no  meansf  not  to  thofe  who  are 

^MHwiUing  to  contribute.     Of  the  former  there  may  be  many  in 

number  but  little  in  amount.     Of  the  latter,  whatever  the 

amount  may  be,  I  am  fure  the  numbers  will  be  few.     X  ^un 

fure  there  cannot  be  a  large  proportion  of  men  in  any  part  of 

this  ouuntry  who  will  be  unwilling  to  concur  in  thofe  meafurcs 

which  are  felt  fo  neceflary  for  the  public  fafety,  or  who  can 

ftfttfi:  to  cQDtribute  a  part  of  their  piopcrty  foe  tbe  preierva- 

i  tion 
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tion  of  all  they  pofiefs.  In  fuch  4  canfe  .no  man  can  find  die 
extent  of  his  contribution  limited,  but  by  the  extent  of  his 
ability.  In  every  clafs  where  the  means  exceed  the  adnal  ne- 
ccffity-^in  every  cafe  where  the  power  of  contribution  exceeds 
the  abiblote  demand,  no  man  can  furely  be  fo  unmindful  of 
the  duties  he  owes  t6  his  country — no  man  can  be  fo  blind  to 
the  interefts  he  has  to  preferve,  as  not  to  feel  that  he  makes  the 
rooft  frugal  and  generous  option  in  contributing  to  defend  the 
fociety  cyf  which  he  forms  a  component  prt,  and  to  maintaiit 
that  Ration  which  he  occupies.  I  am  aware  that  I  anticipate  . 
the  wifhes  of  every  man  who  hears  me,  in  Aus  propofing  that 
the  extent j)f  the  relief  which  the  poor  will  rccehre,  will  be  de- 
frayed by  the  rate  of  contribution  varying  with  the  property 
and  the  (lake  which  men  hold  in  the  country,  by  attaching 
upon  the  fame  clafs  with  ourfelves  the  additional  burdens  which 
the  poverty  of  the  lower  «claflcs  will  improve.  In  thus  affording 
a  proof  of  the  fmcerity  of  the  pledge  we  have  given  by  our 
readinefs  to  make  the/acrifices  which  it  requires,  I  feel  that  I 
am  equally  in  unifon  with  the  general  fentiment  of  the  Com* 
nftittee,  as  with  the  great  principles  of  policy  and  of  juftice. 
Speaking  for  ourfelves,  we  thus  difclaim  every  little  jealoaff 
of  the  extent  of  the  burden  we  are  called  upon  to  bear.  We 
prove  10  the^world  that  we  are  not  limited  by  this  or  thai  con- 
tributipn ;  we  demonftrate  that  we  calculate  only  the  magitode 
of  the  oecafion,  and  confider  only  whether  the  effort  be  equal 
to  the  ifaportance  of  the  demand.  1  truft  that  the  exertion 
^ill  not  be  deficient,  that  the  contribution  will  not  be  inade- 
quate, but  if  it  were  found  to  be  below  the  unexampled  great- 
nefi  cMfthe  caufe,  I  am  fure  that  the  utmoft  alacrity  would  be 
ihewn  to  fubmit  to  dill  greater  facrifices,  and  to  difplay  morer 
vigorous  cflForts.  We  have  the  fatisfadlion  of  knowing  that, 
however  heavy  thefe  burthens  might  be,  if  pennanent,  yet,*as 
as  tem^rarv  fiicrifices,  the^  are  light  in  die  fcale  when  weigh- 
ed againft  tni«  mighty  crifis  and  extremity  of  defence,  when  • 
compared  with  the  hwrors  we  are  to  ihun,  and  tlie  value  cS 
the  bteffings  we  have  to  prcfcrye.  If  I  am  not  deceived  lit 
the  enquiries  I  have  made^  the^greatefl  contributions  will 
not  exceed  a  tetlth  of  the  income  "9f  the  higheft  clafs  of 
thofe  by  whom  it  is  paid.  No  man  furely  Vill  think  fuch  a 
facrifice  too  great  for  fuch  a  caufe ;  he  cannot  think  advantagea 
too  dearly  porchafed,  if  the  tfkSt  of  our  preparation  be  to  dif- 
couit^e  the  extravs^nt  pretenfioiu  of  the  enemy;  to  difipata 
th«  vftiw  hopes  ihey  have  built  on  our  fuppofed  ftnaneial  eiiA- 
baitaffitieiiB)7.ito  saiiniate  confidence  at  homt)  to  eonfirm  die 
'  V^L.  I.  1797,  E  e  firiidity 
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folidity  of  ouv  power,  'and  to  inainiain  the  fpurces  of  our 
pcoTperitj. 

Having  thus  explskied  the  general  nature  of  the  plan  pro^  ' 
pofed,  i  muft  not  omit  (o  faggeA  the  precautions  which  will 
be  neceflary  to  prevent  the  eonnrlbut^on  from  l>eing  eludec)'  On 
the  one  hand,  fay  a  fubfeqoen^  diminution  of  eftablilbinent,  and 
en  theother,  to  make  provifion  that  a  teal  change  of  circum-* 
(bnccs  may  not  expofe  individuals  to-  an.  opprclTive  ^xaflion. 
It  is  evident,  however,  that  in  order  to  make  the  tax  produc- 
tive,  it  mud  proceed  on  a  paft,  not  on  a  future  afleflincnc ;  for. 
Sir,  every  Gentleman  muft  feel,  th^t  if  for  the  period  this  con- 
trtbutioQ  is  to  be  levied  upon  the  people,  tlie  fhare  each:  mdi- 
vidual  is  to  contvibute  were  to  be  regulated  by  future  zScff- 
nientSy  a  gre^t  part  of  the  benefit,  there  is  now  reafon  to  ex- 
pe£b  we  (hall  derive  from  it,  would  be  frittered  away  by  con- 
cealment and  evafion.     It  ts  therefore  my  purpofe  to  pnopofe, 
that  not  future  but  paft  afTefTmencs  fhall  be  made  the  bafis  of 
the  new  contribution  ^  becaufe,  prima  faciei  the  moft  impar- 
tial evidence  that  can  be  obtained  of  the  ability  of  each  i«cKvi> 
vdual  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  (bte,  is  the  amount 
of  his  expenditure  of  income  before  he  has  any  temptation  to 
lower  it,  in  ^rder  to  elude  taxation.    On  the  other  hand,  Sir,| 
as  cafes  may  exift  of  fome  who,  by  accidental  caufes,  are  ren- 
dered unable  to  fupport  their  prcfent  eftabliftiment ;  of  others* 
who  having  improvjdently  engaged  in  them  repent  of  their  im^-  < 
prudence  and  defire  to  return- to  a  fituation  better  adapted  to- 
their  real  circumftances ;  and  of  others,  who,,  though  able  tx^ 
pay  dieir  prefent  aOeflment,  can  fbew  themfelves  by  the  pro* 
porticHi  they  have  to  their  income,,  to  be  unable  to  bear  the  ad- 
ditkxial  weight  of  the  new  contributions,  it  is  my  intention* 
when  the  whole  (hall  come  in  detail- before  the  Houfe,  to  pn>* 
pofe  regulations  for  the  relief  of  fuch  perfons,  to  bedigefted  and.' 
modifi^  in  the  beft  manner  of  which  fo  complicated  a  fuhleft 
will  admit.    But,  while  provifions  of  this  kind  are  to  be  made 
in  fiivo«r  of  thofe  upon  whom  the  aflefTment  wouM  be  too  fe- 
verely  fek,  the  Houfe  will  forefee  tha€  it  will  be  iropoi&ble 
with  any  regard  to  die  grent  and  important  objo£l  in  view^ .  U> 
fuffer  the  tax  to  be  evaded  by  thofe  who,  not  defkient  in  abii- 
lity,  but  wanting  in  inclination  to  contribute  tothe  aecef&ties 
of  their  country,  would  abandon  the  efbblifbmemts  to  which . 
they  have  been  accuftomed,.  and  diminiih  their  expenditure, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  tax.    fiut  if  it  be  found  that,  m  point  of . 
fadi,  they  fhall  have  refigtied  their  eftabltihmenu  front  inahi- 
liry  to  maintaia^tbem ;  and,  if  they  follow  u^  thu  rcfignatioa . 

witb 
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With  a  declaration  to  be  prefcriiked  for  the  ptirpofe^  that  die  in^ 
creafed  afleffinent^  would  aitx>unt  to  more  than  ^  certain  pro- 
porttoHy  to  he  regulated  on  a  fptute  dav,  of  their,  whole  in- 
come, then  thev  ftiall  he  ehtiiFed  to  relief  Sir,  I  am  aware 
that  though  the  Houfe  and  the  natioii  WiR,  with  few  excep- 
tions, concur  with  me  in  th]s,  ihere  will  not  be  wanting 
thofe  who  will  <:avil  at  this  mitigating  propofition,  and  alledge 
that  it  will  amount  in  its  effeAs  to  a  £ompulfory  difclofure  of 
property ;  but  the  Houfe  will  immediately  fee  that  it  falls 
Ihort  ol  Aztf  and  will  view  it  in  its  true  drpe<^  ;  that  is  to 
lay,  as  a  provifion^intended  to  qualify,  to  mitigate,  or  to 
prevent  any  feverity  or  injury  that  may  arife  to  individuals^ 
irom  iho  diflicuhy,  or  rather  the^  utter  impradicability^of 
drawing  a-precife  line  of  demarcation  between  thoie  who^on 
account  of  the  property  they  poflefs  are  bound,  and  thofe 
who  from  inferior  circumftances  pre  unable,  to  contribute  to 
a  fupply  for  the  exigencies  of  the.  (late :  no  man  can  fay  that, 
fuch  a  provifion*  coming  with  the  dStSts  of  relief,  is  a  hard* 
Aiip,  and  Lam  fure  no  man  can  iay  that  the  tax  would  be 
efficient  without  it.  Thefe,  Sir^  are  the  outlines  of  the  plan 
which  I  meap  to  offer  to  th/c  ^onlideration  of  the  Houie  in 
more  minute  detail  upon  a  future  day.  If,  when  the  whole 
has  been  examined,  it  ihall  meet  the  concurrence  of,  and  be 
adopted  by  the  Houfe,  it  will  be  found  difengaged  from  many 
diijicuUies,  embarraiTments,  and  expences,  that  lie  in  the 
way  of  other  modes  of  taxation  ;  for.  Sir,  the  execution  of 
it  will  entirely  depend  upon  laws  now  exifting,  laws  long  in 
force,  laws  familiar  to  thofe  who  will  be  the  objefis.ofits 
provifions.  To  jcnforce  it  no  new  power  will  be  delegated* 
no  new  office  created,  no  new  expences  incurred. 

Sir,  I  am  aware  that  in  contemplating  a  fyftem  of  finance 
which  profefles  to  make  property  the  balis  of  its  afleiTmentSt 
and  to  be  as  diffuiively«  as  generally,  and  as  equally  levied 
as  circumftances  will  admit,  an  idea  will  naturally  fuggeft 
itfelf  to  every  one,  as  it  has  to  me :  I  mean  that  al&Ued 
taxes,  however  differently  apportioned  to  the  circumftances 
of  different  perfons,  and  however  certainly  they  may  attach 
on  perfons  of  oppofite  defcriptions,  are  often  eluded  by  a 
particular  defcription  of  men  of  large  property ;  yon  will  fee 
I  mean  thofe  men  who  poflefs  large  capitals,  and  who  by 
denying  themfelves  many  of  the  enjoyments  of  life,  hoard  up 
money  and  exclude  themfelves  from  afleflment.  How  much 
this  applies  to  the  fubjed  in  confideration  I  will  not  now  dif- 
f  nfs^  fioce  it  certainly  applies  no  more  to  this  than  to  any 
£  e  2  formtr 
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former  mode  of  taxatiotij  for  I  know  do  afi  to  male  pro« 
perty  the  fubjed  o^  taxation^  while  it  is  Dot  rendered  Condu«< 
cive  to  the  pleafure  or  convenience,  or  rendered  vifible  by  the 
optional  expenditure  of  the  perfoft  who  pofTefles  it.  If  this 
objedion  has  never  ftood  in  the  way  6t  taxation  before,  I 
am  at  a  lofs  to  fuppofe  how  it  can  be  made  an  objedion  to 
this,  and  jhall  be  extremely  obliged  to  any  gentleman  who 
will  point  out  a  mode  by  which  property  fo  held  in  hand  can 
be  fubjeded  to  taxation  or  aflcflment.  The  proportion  this 
dafs  or  individuals  bears,  to  the  mafs  of  the  taxable  part  of 
the  nation,  is  not  fufficiently  great  to  add  any  weight  to  the 
pbjedion  if  it  wcrp  made,  ahd  I  fubmit  it  to  the  wifdom  and 
feelings  of  the  Committee,  whether  in  a  cafe  of  urgency  and 
impprtance  like  the  prefent,  nine-tenths  of  the  community 
ihall  rcfufe  to  contribute  to  the  fupport,  the  prefervation, 
the  «xi(lence  of  the  (late,  becaufc  no  means  can  be  found  to 
compel  the  remaining  tenth  to  contribute  alfo.  Undoubtedly 
if  it  be  now  neceifary  to  make  great  contributions,  inftead 
of  inct|rring  a  large  mafs  of  new  debt,  and  if  4hat  be  the 
beft  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  it  would  be  gnfatly  advan^ 
tageous  to  be  able  to  get  at  fome  mode  of  aifefling  all  property 
in  4II  individuals ;  and  fo  far  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  de- 
fcription  of  people  of  which  I  fpeak,  cannot  be  made  fub- 
je6l  to  an  aneflment.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  can 
flatter  ourfelves,  as  I  own  I  do,  with  the  hopes  of  being  re- 
lieved fometime  from  that  ncceffity,  then  even  though  th< 
hoards  of  fhe  penurious  elude  our  fearch.  it  by  no  means 
fpUows  that  the  nation  will  receive  no  profit  from  them,  for 
on  a  general  plan,  though  utterly  inadive  in  the  expenditure 
of  the  poffeflbrs,  they  become  aSive  in  fomc  other  fhape^  or 
in  other  hands,  and  always  find  their  level  in  the  ceurfe  of 
fiicceilive  ages:  fo  that  though  the  fcrutiny  to  pry  Into  wealth 
may  for  a  time  be  baffled,  the  efFeSs  of  that  fcriitiny  never 
failto  be  produced  by  time.  If,  however,  I  faw  the  mean$, 
or  could  fuppofe  that  means  might  be  deyifed  by  which  fuch 
capitals  could  be  made  produSiv^  and  ufeful  to  the  (late  in 
way  of  revenue,  1  do  aflure  the  Committee  I  fhould  confides 
it  an  objeft  too  important  at  this  time  to  be  ncgleflcd ; 
thpugh  I  flill  confider  them  as  making  part  of  the  ftrengthof 
the  country,  upon  the  average  principles  of  general  ref«urces. 
Yet,  Sir,  we  might  flatter  ourfelves  that  independent  of  that 
co(npulfory  power  which  the  condition  of  fuch  property  de- 
nies us,  a  due  proportion  of  it  would,  at  lead  in  fome  eafes, 
be  forth-coming  at  the  folicitation  o?^f-intereft  and  ielf* 

defence  ^ 
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defeoce  r^for  if  ibis  is  a  timct  as  I  .contend  it  is,  whon  tho 
people  of  thiscodDtry  are  called  upon,  not  to  contempbie 
their  wealth  only  for  its  enjoyment ;  not  to  indulge  in  prejti- 
dices  or  opinions,  or  in  doubtful  fpeculations,  but  to  takd 
meafures  for  the  prefervation  of  their  exigence  now,  and 
their  (ecurity  in  future  ;  and  that  for  this  puf pofe  we  afc 
calling  for  money^  not  to  be  raifed  by  loan  with  intereft,  to 
remain  a  heavy  burthen  on  thofe  who  are  to  follow  us,  but 
by  demand  ou  capital ;  thea  ought  the  hoards  of  the  pf  nnri-* 
ous.  to  be  opened  ;  then  (houid  thofe  who  devoted  to  accumu-* 
lation  by  ignorance  of  enjoyntent,  and  early  habits  of  fruga*, 
lity,  have  arifen  from  the  lower  rank  and  meaneil  employ- 
ments, by  rigid  fmgality,  and  indefatigable  induftry,  pro^ 
te^d,  foUered,  and  encouraged  by  that  happy  fyftein  of 
government,  and  thofe  equal  laws  which  enabiod  them  and 
permits  any  man  to  emerge  from  the  botto/n  to  the  top  of 
fociety,  and  who  in  contemplating  thcli'  ppnTeflipns,  can 
fcaicelv  have  a  hope  but  that  of  tranfmittifig^  to  their  pofterity 
thofe  bleilings  and  comforts  they  deny  themfelves ;  thea 
ought  thefy  I  fay,  for  the  recoUeAicn  of  the  benefits  they 
have  received,  and  for  the  fake  of  thofe  ^o  which  they  look 
forward,  to  confider  themfelves  above  ail  men  bound  to  come 
forward  in  fupportof  that  fyftcm  which  afforded  encourage*- 
ment  to  their  labours,  nurture  to  their  induftry,  vigour  to 
their  purfaits,.and  protedion  to  their  perfons,  (heir  property, 
and  their  acquifitions ;  then  ought  fuch  men  to  refle£l,  iiF 
they  have  the  means,  that  this  is  the  occartoi2;on  which  they 
ihould  come  forward ;  then  ought  they  who  have  an  intcreft 
fo  great  in  the  country,  to  fee  that  though  it  is  impradicable 
to  compel  them,  it  is  at  leaft  neceflary  for  them  to  contri« 
bute  ;  and  that  the  necefltty  of  the  titnes  is  the  moft  urgent, 
as  well  as  the  beft  of  all  compulfions,  and  come  forward  not 
only  uncompelled  but  unfolicited,  to  offer  their  contribution. 
That  fomc  will  have  this  feeling,  and  ad  upon  it,  I  will  not 
doubt :  that  all  will  do  fo,  I  am  not  fofanguinc  as  to  exped; 
but  though  they  fliould  neither  come  forward  voluntarily, 
jnor  be  fubjed  to  coercion,  that  can  hardly  be  dated  as  aa 
objedion  to  the  plan,  unlefs  fomcthing  more  unexceptiour 
able  can  be  prefented  in  its  place. 

Then,  Sir,  there  remains  another,  and  a  leading  confide-* 
ration:  I  have  already  flated  the  grounds  on  which  I  build 
my  plan  for  raifing  feven  mfllions  of  the  nineteen  that  are 
neceflary  for  thefupply  of  the  year.  This  leaves,  as  i  have 
before  mentioned,  a  fum  of  twdve  millions  to  be  raifed  by 
.  .  loan. 
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teaA«  Andiiere'a  poim,  Teparate  indeed  in  its  natim,  but 
not  lefs  important  in  its  confeqiiences^  propetiy  claims  your 
attention.  I  have  ftat<rd  that  the  fum  c^  fcven  millions,  to 
be  levied  in  a  dired  way  bylncreafed  aiTeiCnents,  is  intended 
to  make  the  qua/itiiui  of  the  loan  more  moderate.  But  I 
Ihall  now  ilate  another  pjinciple  vrhich  would  lay  the  fecci- 
rhy,  the  credit,  the  efficient  powers,  and  the  refources  of 
the  country  on  a  firm  and  immoveable  foundation  ^  a  prin- 
ciple that  will  tend  not  lodFedl  a  diminution  of  our  burthens 
for  the  prefent,  but  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of  thetn  f&r 
the  future.  The  Honle  wilF  recoiled  that  by  means  of  the 
finking  fund  we  had  advanced  far  in  the  fedu^^ion  of  the  sa^ 
tional  debt,  previous  to  the  loans  necedariiy  made  in  the  pre* 
Tent  war,  and  every  year  was  attended  with  fuch  accelerated 
fahjtary  effeSs  as  outran  the  moft  fangoine  cakulatioR  But 
having  done  fo,  we  have  yet  farther  to  go  as  things  ace  cir- 
cumdancedj  if  the  redudion  of  the  debt  be  confined  to  tbe 
operations  of  th^t  fund,  and  the  exprnc^s  of  the  war  coati^ 
nue  to  impede  our  plans  of  oeconomy,  we  ihall  have  fer  to 
go  before  the  operation  of  that  fund,  even  nnder  tbe  influence 
of  peace,  can  be  expcded  lo  cotinterafi!  the  cfFefls  of*4he 
war.  Yet  there  are  means  by  which  I  am  confident  it  would 
be  pra6ticable  in  not  many  years  to  reflove  our  refources^  and 
put  the  country  in  a  ftate  equal  to  all  exigencies. '  It  is  im* 
poffible,  Sir«  but  we  mud  feel  ourfelves  bound  by  doty,  if 
we  wanted  the  encouragement  of  fuccefs^  to  proceed  in  the 
buflnefs,  and  .to  complete  the  work  which  Jias  al/eady  hadfo 
much  fu^cefs ;  and  even  to  pi-o/ide,  if  it  (hall  be  found  ex- 
pedient or  necefiary,  for  mox'e  rapidly  accomplilhing  that 
defirable  objeA.  Not  only,  Sir,  do  I  think  that  the  princi* 
pie  is  wife,  and  the  attempt  pradicable,  to  provide  large 
fiipplies  out  of  dired  taxes  of  the  year;  but  I  conceive  i|  to 
be  equally  wife,  and  not  lefs  praAicabk,  to  make  provtfion 
for  the  s^mount  of  the  debt  incurred  and  funded  is  the  fan^e 
year  ;  and  if  the  neceflity  of  carrying  on  the  war  (halt  entail 
upon  us  the  ncceffity  of  contrading  another  debt,  the  princi- 
ple I  have  in  view  is  fuch,  that  with  the  a(fi(lance  of  the 
jinking  fund  to  co-operate,  we  (hall  not  owe  more  than  at 
the  beginning  I  cannot,  indeed,  take  upon  me  to  fay^ 
that  the  war  will  not  flop  the  progrcfs  of  the  plan  of  liquida-* 
tion  ;  but  if  the  means  to  which  I  look  be  adopted,  it  will 
leave  us  at  leaft  Aationary  ;  it  will  leave  us  where  we  were  : 
and  befides  the  falutary  eflPed  it  will  have  upon  our  credit  and 
refources  at  home,  it  wilt  produce  the  happy  effe£t  of  demon* 

ftrating 
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iUatkig.  to  the  enemy t  that  yrhatever  the  nature  of  the  CDor* 
tcft  may  be,  or  whatever  ks  duration^  osr  ftrength  i»  undK 
minifliedt  our  refources  imcxhaufted,  and  our  general  fittia- 
tioa  uBimpaired  ;  that  the  hopes  they  entertain  of  deftcoytog- 
the  country  through  the  xnedium  of  its  iuiance,  are  a»  vaia 
as  their  deftgns  are  wicked^  and  that  whatever  meafures  they 
may  think  proper  to  adopt  agaiod  this  country,  liiey  will 
find  us  not  at  all  difabled  for  theconteft.  But,  Sir,  it  is  ne> 
ceflkry  for  me  to  be  more  explicit :  and  I  will  endeavoiu  to 
make  the  point  appear  as  clear  to  the  Hoiife  as  it  now  appears 

I  to  me. 

'  If  I  muft  borrow  twelve  millioiHJ,  four  of  thofc  may  be 

i  borrowed  witiiout  making  any  additional  clebt,  for  the  fiok- 

I  ing  fund  will  pay  fo  much :  there  then  will  remain  eight 

millions,  which  would  be  an  additional  permanent  capital  if 
fuffered  to  be  funded  :  for  the fe  eight  millions,  therefore,  I 
would  make  a  diiferent  provifion,  that  is  to  fay,  I  would 
propofe  that  the  increafcd  aflefTed  taxes,  the  plan  of  which  (  . 

'  have  already  laid  before  the  Houfe,  be  continued  tiU  the 

principal  and  intered  be  completely  difcharged,  fo  that  after 

>  feven  millions  iiave  been  raifed  for  this  year,  the  fame  taxeg 

in  one  year  more,  with  the  additional  aid  of  the  finking  fund, 
will  pay  off  all  that  fEtacipal  and  the  intermediate  intereft. 
My  piopofition,  therefore,  rf  carried  into  e&d,  would  not 
only  fumi(h  a  current  fupply^  but  quicken  the  redemption 
of  the  nation^  debt,  without  bearing  hardier  oa  the  people 
than  they  can  conveniently  fuilain.  This  wo«ldfpeak.a  lan^ 
guage  to  all  Europe;  this,  would  fpeak  a  language  to  the* 
enemy,  that  by  cooling  the  ardour  of  their  expedations,  and . 
fliewing  them  the  abfurdity  of  ^heir  deftgns,  will  aflpocd  the 
beft  chance  of  ihortening  the  duration  of  the  war,  and  of 
leflening  the  duration  and  weight  of  our  tad^es.     if  you  feel   ^ 
yourfelves  equal  to  this  exertion,  its  effeAs  will. not  be  con- 
fine^  merely  to  the  ben^hts  i.have  dated  in  the  way  of  gene- 
ral policy,  and  in  a  fuccelsful  determination  of  the  conteft, 
but  will  go  farther ;  it  will  go  to  the  e3U>n<fratioi|^  of  the  na- 
tion, from  increafed  burthens,  and  to  the  relief  of  thofe  whtr' 
are  to  foUow  us,  from  the  weight  of  the  expences  of  a  war 
waged  in  defence  of  a  fyftem  which  we  have  received  fromi 
our  progenitors,    in  truft,   to  be*  tranfmitted  entire  to.  our. 
fucceilbrs.     Unlefs  you  feel  you  have  a  right  to  exped,  that  • 

r  by  lefs  exertion  you  will  be  equally  fecure,  and  indulge  the 

fuppoAtion  that  by  (topping  Ihort  of.  this  effort,  you  will 
produce  a  fuccefsful  termioatiofi  e£  the  war^  you  muft  fetL 
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afidc  airapprthcnfions  of  the  prcfent  prefTurc,  and  by  vigo- 
rous exertion,,  endeavour  to  fecurc  your  future  ftability,  the 
happy  effeds  of  which  I  pledge  myfelf  will  foon  be  fecn  and 
acknowledged.  I  aia  aware  that  it  will  be  faid»  (for  h  has 
often  been  faid)  and  I  agree  to  it,  that  it  would  be  fortunate 
if  the  pra&ice  of  funding  had  never  been  introduced;  and 
that  it  is  not  terminated  is  much  to  be  lamented  ;  but  if  we 
arc  arrived  at  a  moment  which  requires  a  chanjge  of  fyftem, 
it  i<;  Tome  encouragement  for  us  to  look  fbnvard  to  benefits 
which  on  ail  former  occafions  have  been  unknown,  becaufe 
the  means  of  obtaining  them  were  negleSed. 

If,  Siry  the  whole  fum  be  provided  for  in  the  manner  I 
propofe,  infteaci  of  being  funded,  the  advantages  -will  be 
greater  than  thofe  who  have  not  been  at  the  trouble  to  cal« 
culate  it,  can  fuppofe.  In  the  mode.  I  propofe,  the  whole, 
with  the  intereft  on  it,  will  amount  to  no  more  than  fixteen 
millions.  Raife  that  fum,  and  you  and  your  pofterity  are 
completely  exonerated  firom  it ;  but  H^  on  the  contrary^  yoa 
will  fund,  it  will  entail  an  annual  tribute  of  150,000!.  for 
^  fiwty  years,  which  makes  a  diJFerence  of  not  left  than  forty 
miUions  to  thofe  who  are  to  follow  you.  Thefe  are  the 
principles,  this  is  the  language,  this  the  condud  fit  for  men 
legiflating  for  a  country  that  from  its  fitnations,  its  conftitu- 
tioA,  and  its  natural  ftrength,  bears  th&  faired  title  of  any  in 
Europe  to  perpetuity.  You  ihould  look  tor  diftant  benefits, 
and  not  work  in  the  narrow  circumfcribed  fphere  of  fliort- 
lighted,.  CdfiA  politicians.  You  {f\ov\d  put  to  yourfelves  this 
queftton,  the  only  one  now  to  be  confidered  :  '<  Shall  We  fa- 
orifice,  olr  (hall  we  fave  to  our  pofter ky,  a  futki  of  botween 
forty  and  fifty  millions  fterling^'  And  above  alt,  you 
ihoidd  confider- die  important  effed  fuch  firni  and  dignified 
condud  will  have  in  the  pi^ogrefs'and  termination  of  the 
prefcnt  conteft,  which  may  without  exaggeration  be  faki  to^ 
iRvolf«  every  thing  dear  to  yourfelves,  and  to  include  in  it 
the  fete  of  yottr  pofterity. 

The  Houfe  will  now  judge  bowfar  I  have  fucteeded  in 
fihding  a  criterion  by  which  to  mark  out  the  diftindions  and 
the  prDportion^  in  the  taxes  I  have  propofed.  They  ^Ht 
decide  how  far  I  have  fucceeded  in  accommodating  the  dif« 
feient  rates  of  increafe  to^  the  circumftances  of  the  dSflereiit 
dafles'in  (bciety  :  they  will  determine  whether  I  have*  given* 
^pltanthataflbrds  fufficient  modifications,  and  jud  fiiitigs^ 
lions  of  the  feverity  of  the  impofts.  If  there  be  atiy  thing 
^tkdtvfCf  1  wi&  to  Ittpply  it ;  if  iSbMq  be  any  thing  ^eiw- 

noouss 
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neons,  I  am  defirous  to  redify  ;  if  I  have  exceeded,  I  am 
mriliing  to  retrench  ;  it  is  a  meafure  of  unprecedented  im- 
portance,  and  it  inuft  be  my  anxious  defire  to  be  corred  in 
it.  I  therefore  court  invcftigation  ;  but  I  carneftly  hope 
there  will  be  no  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Houfe,  as  to  the 
principle  upon  which  the  meafure  is  founded.  As  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  in  any  man  of  any  party  a  trace  of  doubt  as 
to  the  fufficiency  of  our  refources,  1  think  I  have  a  right  to 
aflume  that  there  can  be  no  difference  as  to  our  right  to  em- 
ploy them  :  at  leafl  I  can  fay  that  I  have  not  heard  a  word  of 
any  avowed  difference  on  that  point,  in  any  corner  of  the 
country.  Attefled  thus  I  have  produced  a  ftate  of  refources 
unimpaired  even  by  this  wafteful  war ;  on  any  other  account 
-no  difference  can  poffibly  arife  upon  this  day.  In  the  inter- 
•val  ^between  this  and  the  day  on  which  I  (hall  finally  bring 
this  fubjed  before  you,  I  will  receive  with  attention  any  ob- 
tfervations  that  Gentleman  may  pleafe  to  fugged,  and  I  hope 
all  will  agree  with  me  that  the  queftion  for  confideration  is 
.iiol  whether  the  burthens  propofed  are  heavy  or  unprecedent- 
ed, but  whether  there  isr  any  option  left  to  us,  whether  they 
are  not  diftated  by  unavoidable  neceflity,  and  whether  any 
-better  adapted  to  the  circumflances  of  the  country  can  be 
devifed  to  Aipply  their  places  ? 

Sir,  having  faid  fo  much,  I  will  not  follow  it  up  with 
particulars,  but  move  a  refolution  conformable  to  the  gene- 
«!  defign  I  have  laid  before  the  Committee.  And  I  will 
fpoftpone'the  particular  patts  of  the  plan  to  another  day,  the 
^arlieft  that  circumdances  will  allow. 

JHe  then  moved  a  refolution  to  the  effeft  before  ftated. 

Mr.  Tierney  (siidy  I  cannot  think,  Sir,  of  leaving  the  Houfe 
•diis  night,  without  offering  a  few  words  in  declaration  of 
the  fet>timents  I  entertain  of  the  new,  extraorcfinary,  and 
wholly  unprecedented  meafure  which  has  this  night  been 
fubmitted  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe.  Were  I  to  de- 
-fcrt  my  duty  on  fo  critical  and  important  an  occafion,  I  con- 
.-fefs  I  (hould  feel  myfelf  juftly  difgraccd,  and  unable  ever  to 
meet  my  conflituents,  whofe  choice  1  fhould  alfo  have  dif- 
graced,  and  the  prote£lion  of  whofe  deareft  interefls  I  fhould, 
(y  fuch  a  condudt,  have  fhamefully  abandoned.  My  abilities 
•to  perform  the  talk  I  undertake,  I  am  confcious  are  very  in- 
adequate to  its  execution  ;  but  even  were  my  abilities 
fuch  as  1  could  wifh  them,  from  the  fide  I  take,  their  exer- 
tion, 1  fear,  would  be  utterly  inefFeSual.  The  plan  brought 
fprward  by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  is,  without 

Vol.  I.  1797.  Ff*  queflion, 
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queftiotiy  ftrangp  and  une^ampleid.  He  propofed  to  raife 
money i  h^  kn^w  not  how:  andl  from  lome  perfons ;  he 
could  not  t^ll  ivhom.  I  congratularte  him,  however,  on 
haying  been  fo  far  adpfioniHied  by  the  recoUeftion  of  his  for- 
mer inaccuracies,  not  to  come  forward  this  night  with  his 
ufual  pofitive  and  peremptory  tone,  in  pronouncing  what  ws^s 
to  be  the  amount  of  the  fum  which  the  fervice  of  the  year 
would  require.  I  have  moreover  pbferved  that  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman,  in  fpeaking  of  the  Ways  and 
Means  of  this  year,  has  changed  his  modie,  and  lowered 
his  ufual  high  ton^.  He  has  put  words  into  the  mouth  of  his 
Majcfty  which  he  has  not  uttered  with  his  own.  However, 
this  may  be  the  refult  of  hisdifcreiion.  I  am  glad  to  fee  the 
levenue  fo  high,  [Here  there  was  a  cry  of  hejr  !  h^ar  /]  I 
do  not  know  what  is  the  meaning  of  that  cheer  ;.  I  certainly 
do  rejoice  to  fee  the  revenue  of  this  country  fo  high,  whether 
-J  have  credit  for  it  or  not  with  the  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man or  his  friends— nor  is  that  important.  1  fee  with  plea- 
fure  an  acpoqnt  of  feventeen  millions  and  a  half  brought  to 
the  Exchequer,  as  flated  by  the  accounts  before  us.  But  I 
mud  take  notice  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
been  erroneous  in  his^ calculations  upon  the  expences  of  1 796, 
on  account  of  certain  charges  incurred,  &c.  He  took  credit 
for  two  miHions,  and  the  fum  was  only  one  million  eight 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  dedudting  the  inflalments  oa 
the  duty  upon  wine,  and  other  dedu&ions,  the  produce,  in- 
(Icad  of  amounting  to  that  funi,  has  not  been  more  than  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  thjit  is  juft  one  half  of  the  fervice 
for  which  he  took  credit.  The  right  hopourable  Gentleman 
takes  the  Lottery  and  the  Confolidated  Fund  this  year  only  at 
the  fum  of  fevep  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  for  this  I  thank 
him  mod  heartily,  for  pot  attempting  to  midead  the  Houfe* 
Yet  while  I  thank  him  for  his  candour  ia  this  refpeiS,  I  am 
Entitled  to  fay  that  it  is  no  great  proof  of  his  fanguineexpec**. 
tation  of  the  Confolidated  Fund,  for  whigh  laft  year  he  took 
1,740,0001.  I  muft  however  thank  him,  for  not  miileading 
the  public  in  this  particular. 

The  next  point  which  \  have  to  attend  to  is  the  fum  of 
three  millions,  which  he  purpofcs  to  take  from  the  Bank, 
This  ftrikes  me  with  apprehenfion  and  alarm.  1  fay  that  of 
all  the  alarming  circumltances  which  mufl  attend  the  adop«> 
tion  of  the  prefent  plan,  to  this  we  ought  mod  cautioufly  and 
fufpicioufly  to  attend.  For  how  fcrious  and  well-grounded 
^Tiuft  be  our  a^prchenfipns  when  we  fee  the  Bank  openly  avov{- 
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inga  wifi)  for  the  continuance  of  a  reflriAion  apon  their  ca(b  pay- 
ments, and  that  at  the  very  moment  when  the  Bank  Dire<Sborst 
andthe Committee  appointed  toinveftigatetheftateoftheirafiairs, 
tell  us  that  they  are  now  fully  enabled  to  refume  their  ordi- 
nary mode  of  operations ;  but  that  they  will  refrain  from  pur- 
fuing  it,  in  order  to  facilitate  and  promote  the  fuccefs  of  fome 
new  financial  fch^me,  with  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  thinks  proper  to  entertain  them  and  the  Houfe.  We 
thus  (ee  the  Bank  come  forward  with  the  greated  alacrity  to 
to  meet  the  wiflies  and  the  wants  of  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman,  and  fully  prepared  to  continue  making  advances 
to  government,  though  to  fuch  advances  they  have  formerly 
afcribed  the  derangement  of  their  operations,  the  neceffity  of 
their  ftoppagc,  and  the  fubfcqucnt  emiffion  of  a  greater  number 
of  notes  than  were  ever  before  afloat  in  the  nation.  Can  the 
€x>ntinuance  of  that  caufe  now  ceafe  to  produce  the  fame 
cfi^ifls  with  which  it  was  before  attended.  I  cannot  but  ex* 
prefs  iome  anxiety  to  know  upon  what  mode  of  reafoning  they 
entenatn  fuch  hopes,  and  upon  what  better  grounds  the  Bank 
is  induced  at  prcfent  to  make  advances  to  government  of  near 
three  millions  on  the  Land  and  Malt  duties^  and  of  three  mil* 
lions  more  on  Exchequer  Bills?  I  am  alfo  not  a  little  curious 
to  learn  from  the  Bank  Diredlors,  how  they  can  pretend  tojuf- 
tify  ihemfelves  in  again  rifkin^  to  make  advances  to  govern- 
ment, when  they  have  but  juft  efcaped  fiom  the  difEculties  and 
calamities  in  which  a  fimilar  gcnerofity  towards  minifters  had 
fo  lately  involved  ihem  I  It  would  be  of  no  great  concern  to  n^e 
that  they  (hould  perfevere  in  this  very  liberal  difpofition,  unlefs 
the  advances  they  were  thus  fo  unreluflant  to  make,  were  to 
be  taken  out  of  my  pocket.  They  will  not  extend  the  fame 
juft  ice  or  generofity  to  me — but  tliey  will  refufc  to  pay  me  my 
dividend  in'caih,  while  they  are  fo  forward  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  government,  by  which  forwardnefs  they  therafelves 
afTure  the  public  that  their  former  embarraffments  were  pro- 
duced. But  this  was  a  fujedl  which  the  right  hpnourablp 
Gentleman  ha^  promifed  to  difcufs  on  a  future  day;  whenever 
he  thinks  proper  to  introduce  it,  I  will  not  (brink  from  the 
difcu£^on,  but  exert  what  poor  abilities  I  may  poflefs  to  (hew 
it  in  its  true  light,  without  being  deterred  from  the  perform- 
aiurc  of  my  duty  by  the  fuperior  and  high  founding  eloquence 
of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman.  I  muft  even  now  repro- 
bate, in  as  ftpong  terms  as  I  am  able,  this  new,  this  unnatural 
connection,  I  will  call  it,  which  has  lately  been  formed  be- 
tvrccn  Government  and  the  Bank  of  England.  The  confe- 
qaehces  that  arc  likely  to  arife  from  fuch  a  conne£Uon,  has  al- 

F  f  2  ready 
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ready  propagated  a  confiderable  uneafinefs  and  alarm  diroo^* 
out  the  whde  country — the  country  cantiot  comprehend  how 
the  Bank,  which  as  a  corporate  body,  poflfefled  of  privileges  and 
powers  independently  to  condu6i  and  tranfad  its  own  affairs, 
fhould  now  fubmi t  itfelf  to  the  direflion  and  controul  df  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  Minifters  ;  that  they  (hould  in  confequencc  of  the  effeds 
of  that  acquiefcence  in  the  wilhes  of  government,  be  compelled 
to  an  emiffion  of  paper  to  an  extent  unt>aralleled  at  any  orhcF 
period.  Yet  with  all  their  experience  of  the  mifchief  arifing 
ftx>m  fo  unwarrantable  a  conduft,  they  were  now  ready  to  ad- 
vance three  millions  on  the  fame  footing  upon  which  they  had 
made  advances  before,  and  flrill  furthet  fums  fVom  time  to  time, 
as  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  has  given  us  to  underftand. 
But  this  accommodation  on^  their  part  was  not  to  be  afforded 
ion  the  fame  terms,  as  before — fome  new  mode  was  to  be  adopt- 
ed ;  but  in  this  there  was  nothing  new.  Their  partiality  foe 
government  \yould  induce  them  to  rifk  the  hazard,  though 
they  had  the  beft  fecurity  to  protedl  them  from  it ;  though 
they  had  the  protedKon  and  fecurity  of  law,  and  of  a^  of  par^*' 
liament  on  their  fide ;  but  to  the  fecurfty  and  prote£kion  of  the 
law,  they  think  proper  to  prefer  the  facred  (hield  of  .the  word 
and  promifc  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman. 

But  I  muft  now  proceed  to  the  great,  to  the  prominent  part 
of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman's  fpeech,  where  he  tells  us, 
that  on  a  new  financial  plan  he  is  to  raife  feven  millon  within. 
.  the  courfe  of  the  year,  and  that  the  fuccefs  of  this  plan  cannot 
fail  to  terrify  the  enemy  and  to  fruftrate  their  defigns  of  ftrik* 
ing  a  fatal  blow  at  our  credit.  For  my  part,  I  am  far  from 
being  able  to  fee  how  the  propofal  or  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  plan  can 
ftrike  terror  into  the  French.  In  my  op'mion,  the  impreflion 
h  will  naturally  make  on  them  will  be  very  different ;  they 
muft  regvd  with  joy  rather  than  with  difmay  the  difdofurr 
made  tq  them  of  our  financial  fituation  on  this  melancholy 
night.  Will  it  not  fhew  them  that  the  right  honourable  Gen* 
tleman  can  no  longer  ftand  on  his  former  ground ;  that  he  is- 
obliged  to  fliift  it,  and  to  confefs  he  can  no  longer  rely  on  the 
funding  fyftem,  but  that  he  muft  call  on  the  Bank  for  its  fup- 
port,  and  rel^  upon  the  affiftance  of  its  paper  accommodation  ?" 
And  at  what  period  does  he  thus  rely  on  the  co-operation  of  the 
Bank  ?  At  the  very  moment  when  it  ftill  confefles  f  muft 
continue  in  a  ftate  ot  bankruptcy.  Moreferious  confequences 
muft  flill  attend  a  financial  experiment  of  this  nature;  tor  if  it 
fails,  we  are  far  from  being  in  the  ftate  we  were  before — 
this  the  enemy  will  eafily  perceivey  as  we  muft  painfully  feel ; 
tor  they  caunot  fail  to  obferve  that  it  is  not  ftota  choice,  but 
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from  ncccffiiy,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  h  drireA 
CDthis  meafure;  the  very  attempt  makes  it  evident  that  lie 
cannot  have  recourfc  to  any  other  means.  But  ftiould  fuch  » 
meoTare  he  adopted  at  all,  is  it  likely  it  (hould  be  pmpofed  with 
fiiccefe  by  the  man  who  has  the  face  to  bring  it  forward  i  Cm 
be  fay  to  the  cpnntry,  you  have  tried  me  repeatedly  ;  you  ate 
convinced  of  my  tender  regard  for  your  intcrcfts ;  you  cannot 
bat  know  how  prudently,  how  osconomically  I  have  difpofed 
of  the  means  which  you  have  entraded  to  my  hands  ?  Can 
the  right  honourable  Gentlfeman,  or  anv  of  his  frrends  for  him^ 
rife  up  and  fay,  that  he  is  didinguimed  for  his  foliCitude  t» 
favc  and  fpare  the  rcfourccs  of  the  nation  ?  Mull  they  not> 
on  die  contrary,  confcfs  that  the  ptcfent  war  has  been  carried 
on  with  a  walle  of  money,  with  a  prodigality  of  expetice, 
whdiy  unexamplql  in  the  profecution  of  arty  othel"  War ;  and 
that  whether  this  prodigat  expenditure  of  the  public  ittOHey 
arifes  from  negligence  in  the  fubordinate  agents  of  govenw 
ment,  or  from  an  inclinatiotT  and  difpofilioh  to  ekttavagatldD 
.on  the  part  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  the  fa^  wav 
clear»  that  never  had  any  war  bceir  condufted  with  an  expeti* 
diture  fo  ihamefdly  and  extravagantly  profufe^  But  oa  this 
topic  it  was  ufelefs  ta  dwell,  it  is  fo  glaringly  evident  that  ft 
Rood  in  no  need  of  illuftration  or  proof*  But  where  i&  die 
prefent  meafure  propofed  ?  Is  it  a  meafure  than  can  be  feri«- 
oufiy  introduced  in  a  Houfe  of  Commons  who  can  call  thein»- 
felves  the  real  reprefentativcs  of  the  people  ?  Mud  the  coun- 
try oMerve,  that,  when  there  is  a  queftion  of  procuring  moitcy^ 
not  only  at  the  expence  of  their»comfort9,  but  even  of  the  very 
neceflaries  of  life,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  is  at  n^ 
lofs  to  difcover  the  nuitvber  of  aflefled  houfes  and  the  pecuniary 
circumfbnces  of  thofe  who  inhabit  them  (his  excifemen  and 
other  emifiaries  can  furnifli  him  with  abundant  information  ofit 
diis  farourittc  fubjed^)  ?  But,  if  the  qucftion  of  parliameiilary 
lefbrm  comes  to  be  ftirred,  all  is  doubt  and  difficulty— ^therc 
is  no  end  to  the  obftacles  that  ohftrud  every  fatisfiidory  infor*' 
mation  on  this  fecondary  fuhjeft. 

But,  to  revert  to  the  quefton  more  immediately  before  uf^ 
I  fliottid  be  glad  to  know  from  whence  are  to  be  drawn  the 
foms  of  money  which  it  is  now  fo  neccffary  to  raifc  ?  Is  it  tt> 
come  from  the  fu'perfluous  wealth  which  the  expenccs  of  thb 
war  have  not  as  yet  exhaufted.  Is  it  to  come  frorh  the  fruits 
ofprodudiveinduftry;  or  from  the  inert  hoards  which  cui^ 
ning  men. may  have  amafied  ?  For  my  part,  I  can  fee  nothing 
upon  which  the  propofed  hieafure  can  faften,  biit  the  profits  dE 
pro^uaivc  indaftry.    Si^rfluous  wealth  it  would  U  no  eafy 
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matter  to  difcover.  What,  then,  would  be  the  refource  of  the 
right honoarable  Gentfeman  next  year?  The  fame  necefltties, 
and  conieqoently  the  famedemandsy  were  likely  to  recur;  for, 
there  could  not  be  entertained  any  reafonablc  hopes  of  peace  as 
long  as  the  perfons  who  adminifter  the  affairs  of  this  country 
fliould  ttmain  at  the  helm  of  government.  They  may  con- 
tinue to  iiegoeiate — they  may  make  Lord  Maimefbury  travel 
but  from  ttwir  attempts  peace  cannot  be  expe£ledi 

The  right  honourable  Gentleman  whais  at  tbe  head  of  ad- 
niniftratioii  is  deftitute  of  all  the  qualities  that  might  probably 
,  lead  to  this  defirable  end.  He  neither  pofiefles  the  refpe£t  of 
neutral  powers,  nor  do  tho  French  place  confidence  in  the  Qn^ 
cerity  of  his  pacific  difpofittons.  Nor  does  he  fland  in  any 
more  favourable  point  of  view  in  the  eyes  of  any  of  the  Euro-* 
peaiv  powers ;  and  indeed  what  confidence  can  be  repofed  in  a 
cabinet  fo  dificordant  in  the  principles  upon  ^hich  ita£U,  as  that 
of  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  forms  no  inferior 
part  ?  A  cabinet  which  is  known^  to  agree  in  no  fentiment  or 
principle  but  in  their  hatred  and  detefbtion  of  the  French  Ro* 
vokrtion,  and  the  prmciples  upon  which  it  was  attempted  to  be 
eftabliihed.  Can  France  confide  in  a  cabinet,  one  half  of 
which  may  be  fuppofed  fincere  in  its  wiflies  for  peace,  while 
the  other  remains  obflinately  adverfe  to  their  republican  form 
of  government?  Will  they  not,  on  they  contrary,  perceive 
that  one  half  of  the  cabinet  thus  formed  mufl  hate  and  difpife 
the  other  ^  And  can  a  cabinet  fo  compofed  imprefs.the  enemy 
either  with  fear  or  with  refpedl  ?  Impoffible.  Can  it  look  for 
refped  from  any  other  quarter  of  Europe  ^  Have  we  not  bul- 
lied^ deceived,  aeftroyed,  or  plundered  almofl  all  the  European 
powere,  or  have  they  not  experienced  from  us  all  four  ?  How 
then  ihall  we  be  viewed  by  their  Plenipotentiaries  at  a  future 
congrefsi  Shall  not  ouri  be  compelled  to  read  in  their  faces 
nothing  hilt  feoffs,  jeers  and  contempt  ?  To  one  of  thofe 
powers  we  lode  as  our  great  fupport.  We  raifed  loans  to  fup^' 
ply  its  financial  deficiencies,  for  which  we  were  to  be  regular- 
ly paid  the  intcrefl,  and  afterwards  tl)e  capital ;  but  in  lieu  of 
all  thefe  pfomifes,  we  have  as  yet  received  notliing  but  a  tin 
box*  We  have  then  to  expcft  from  no  quarter  either  con- 
fidence or  refpeft.  Where,  then,  were  the  hopes  that  the  pre* 
fent  conteft  ihould  be  foon  terminated  ?  There  are  none  that 
I  can  fee.  *  But  I  am  well  aware  that  next  year  a  greater  fum 
will  be  required;  but  die  means  of  raifmg  it  I  am  not  equally 
able  to  difcover,  for  the  prefent  meafure  is  not  reforted  to  as 
what  we  may  regard  as  the  clofe  of  the  conteft.  If  we  may 
believe  a  learned  civilian!  (Dr.  Lawrence)  the  war  may  ftiLL 
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continue  for  fifteen  years — we  have  therefore  fcarcely  got  on^ 
quarter  forwards.  What  then  mud  be  the  difcouraging  prop- 
ped we  have  to  contemplate  if  we  but  attend  to  the  encreafed 
expence  which  this  conteft  has  yearly  coft  iince  its  coromence- 
ment?  From  four  million  and  a  half  we  rofe  to  ekven,  frooi 
eleven  to  feventeen,  and  iad  Chriftmas  he  came  to  the  achnie  i 
for  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  proci^pced  by  his  own  popu- 
larity and  tlie  love  of  the  lives  and  property  men  for  the  war, 
got  a  loan  voluntarily  fubfcribed  to  for  eighteen  mtllions,  to 
which  it  well  deferved  the  name  it  obtained,  that  of  thQ 
**  Loyalty  Loan."  Of  this  loan  he  often  {poke  not  unboaft- 
fully,  and  he  faw  that  hatred  or  antipathy  to  the  French,  and 
their  Tyftem  and  principles  of  government,  would  enable  him 
to  go  on  for  another  year.  But  this  fpirit  of  loyalty  foon  cva«^ 
porated  in  the  city  in  a  difcount  often  per  cent.  It  came  prac- 
tically home  to  the  pockets  of  the  Loyaiifts  and  friends  of  Mi«  . 
nifters ;  and  their  great  leader  could  not  ftand  this  blaft  of  ten 
per  ccnL  difcount,  but  came  down  to  this  Houfc  for  relief* 
though  his  profeffional  object,  and  that  of  his  adherents,  was 
to  gratify  their  love  and  difintereftcd  regard  for  their  King  and  * 
country,  Sach  were  your  iona  fidt  Loyalty  men  !  But  now 
we  are  called  on  to  fumiih  twenty<rfive  millions  and  an  half, 
and  by  difplaying  oqr  facilities  to  raife  fuch  enormous  fums, 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  tells  the  Houfe  that  he  nnuft 
/righten  the  enemy ;  but  he  held  precisely  the  fame  hnguage  ' 
ih  the  year  1796,  and  in  three  months  tlie  futility  of  that  lan- 
guage was  fully  deteSed. 

After  having'  thus  continued  to  exhauft  the  country  from 
year  to  year,  he  now  calls  for  this  exertbn  of  vigour  when  the 
linews  of  vigour  are  relaxed.  He  now  would  perfuade  us  to  a 
trial  of  fh-ength  when  all  our  engines  are  become  languid  and 
decayed.  Itfuch  were  the  hazards  we  had  to  run,  why  not 
have  fhewn  this  ardent  zeal  at  the  beginning  of  the  conteft  ? 
Why  not  then  have  drawn  forth  all  our  refources  when  our 
vigour  was  unimpaired,  and  not  attempt  to  roufe  them  now 
when  we  are  nearly  funk  into  our  decrepitude?  The  attempt 
niuft  prove  as  impotent  as  the  means  of  exerting  them  muft  be 
felt  oppreffive.  I  feel  it  therefore  my  duty  to  reprobate  and 
oppofe  with  all  my  miglit  fuch  a  meafure,  and  it  (hall  not  go 
out  to  the  public  as  if  it  had  pafled  with  unanimous  aflent. 
Indeed,  Sir,  1  could  not  attempt  to  face  my  conftituents  and 
my  country,  if  I  did  not  drain  every  effort  to  fruftrate  a  plan 
that  has  carried  difappointment  to  all  their  hopes,  and  difmay 
to  their  fire-fidcs.  Would  they  not  afk  me  where  I  was  when 
^  mcafuiTs  fo  fatal  to  tlicir  intcrcfts  was  propofed,  arid  if  J  could 
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allow  it  to  pafs  ooceDfurcd  while  I  had  a  tongue  to  reprobate  itf 
Could  I  iilentJy  fee  parfued  a  fyftem  buUt  on  that  diaboircat 
coniiediion  between  the  Bank  and  the  Government,  a  fyftem 
of  paper  accommodation  which  was  6rfl  fuggefted  by  the  moft 
profligate  men  in  France,  and  which  was  followed  up  by  their 
j>atriotic  gifts,  their  forced  loans  and  domiciliary  vifits,  the  laft 
of  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  feems  not  altogether 
indifpofed  to  imitate  ?  And  what  terror  can  all  this  excite  in 
France  ?  None:  they  me  well  a^uainted  witli  the  (tate  of  our 
finances ;  they  read  it  in  letters  too  legible  not  to  be  underftood. 
Their  old  financial  fpecolators,  Cantbon,  &c.  faw  the  ruinous 
confequences  of  this  paper  fyftem.  and  were  they  How  friendly 
to  the  meafures  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  they  might 
point  out  to  him  how  the  {**rench  Governnvent  was  Jed  ftep  by 
ilep  to  the  adoption  of  that  fatal  fy Aem  on  which  its  firft  rulers 
were  tempted  to  (et  out.  Such*  Sir,  is  my  £ncere  opinion  of 
the  oaifchirvous  tenilency  of  the  rigbthonourabie  Geotieman^c 
plan,  and  I  ihould  have  (hamefully  failed  in  my  dqty  if  I  had 
Aefitated  to  expreCi  my  abhorrence  of  it  to  the  Houfe. 

The  C^anc^Uor  •ftbe  JSxrbc^er^  in  reply^  faid«  I  ihall  en^ 
^eavour  to  folbw  the  honourable  Gentleman  who.has  juft 
£it  down,  in  Ibme  of  the  obfervations  be  has  thought  proper  to 
fiukc*  Knowing,  as  I  do,  the  ingenuity  of  that  Gentleman, 
9nd  rcGoUeAing  hts  declaration  in  this  Houfe  fome  time  fince^ 
laiowing  dut  he  (lands  pledged  to  give  his  Majefty's  prefent 
Minifters  every  oppofuion  in  his  power — when  1  compare  that 
•declaration,  and  apply  it  to  his  fpeech  to-night,  a  fpeech  cer* 
iainly  not  deftitute  of  ingenuity  or  of  preparation,  I  own  I  am 
a  Uttle  at  a  lofs  to  find  in  him  that  confifiency  for  wliich  be*<^ 
|>c&  to  obtain  credit*— as  a  man  wi(bing  for  nothing  fo  mucn 
as  the  wd&re  of  liis  country*  Whatever  may  be  fiiought  of 
tlie  fpeech  of  the  tionourable  Gentleman,  either  by  the  public 
or  by  hh  own  conftituents,  1  (hall  obferve  upon  parts  of  his 
ipeecli  as  they  appear  to  me.  1  wil4  endeavour  to  follow  hiln 
in  bis  dire&  and  his  collateral  topics,  and  in  (bme  which  were 
certainly  not  direi^ ;  in  others  that  I  cannot  fay  were  collateral, 
liecaul'e  they  had  no  reference  to  tiie  fubje£b  now  before  die 
Committee,  either  collaterally  or  otherwife.  He  begins  by 
<ompIaining  of  excefs,  and  he  comments  on  the  navy  eftimate^ 
in  which  his  zeal  has  mided  him.  He  talks  of  three  millions* 
and  a  million  and  a  half,  as  fums  I  tcx>k  credit  for  ;  whereas  Z 
flated  the  whole  fum  to  which  he  referred  in  this  part  of  his 
*^peech  would  be  three  milhons,  and  that  1  fhould  provide  for 
^alf  of  them  by  bills,  and  that  a  million  and  a  half  of  tbeni 
ilhould  be  outftandii^.    But  hfi  then  goes  on  to  ftate^  that  I 
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made  a  miftake  of  three  millions  upon  the  ftatement  of  navy  ex- 
traordinaries.  Gentlemen  aflert  things  that  have  no  foyndatioiii 
anywhere  but  in  their  own  fancy  >  arid  they  repeat  them  fo  oftpn^ 
and  with  fo  much  confidence,  that  at  laft  they  become  ^he  dupes 
of  their  own  artifice,  and  belieye  thefe  aflcrt'ions  themfclvcs^  Be 
it  remembered,  faQwcver,  that  in  thecourfe  of  every  feffion  (iqce 
the  war  begah,  that  I  ^ave,  on  every  occaGon^  ft^^d  that  ^e 
xianire  of  fuch  excen(ive  tranfadions  as  thofe  of  the  army  and 
navy  watf  fuch  as  to  render  accuracy  in  the  eftimatc  unattain- 
able. I  do  not  pretend  to  it  at  any  time,  but  I  always  do  all 
I  can  to  approach  it,  and  I  do  aver  that  there  never  was  at  any 
time  of  war  more  attention  paid,  than  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
this,  to  prevent  excefles  beyond  the  enimate.  True  i(  is  you 
have  had  more  exCefles  in  this  than  in' any  other  war,  nor  is  it 
marvellousy'for  it  is  a  War  of  9  different  kipd>  and  of  a  more  oom« 
plicated  nature  than  any  other  you  were  ever  before  engaged 
in.  \Kut  the  honourable  gentleman  in  jhis  public  zeal  to'dctedk 
the  fallacy  of  my  (latements,  affures  the  committee,  that  in 
ftating4he  fum,of  five  millions  upon  the  article  of  the  navy, 
I  have  ccMumitted  an  error  of  three  millions.  This  he  (htes  as 
being  the  excefs  upon  one  article,  which  amounts^  I  Qwn,  to 
only  five  ipiilions^  but  tl.*e  excefs  fairly  applies  to  the  wh^l^ 
fum  of  (eventeen  millipns,  of  which  thefe  five  were  a  part> 
and  inflead  of  taking  the  whole,  and  confidering  that  excefs  as 
applying  to  th^  whok,  he  applies  it  to  one  part,  merely  beca^fc 
the  whde  of  the  fum  was  voted  by  feparate  votes  on  different 
heads,  and  compares  that  excefs  with  one  branch  of  the  whole. 
'  I  ihall  by  no  more  than  that  I  leave  the  G>mmittee  to  judge 
of  the  fairnefs  of  fuch  a  mode  of  reafoning. 

*Thc  honourable  Gentleman  (ays,  I  <b  pot  now  fjp?ak  with 
confidence  on  the  produce  of  the  taxes,  and  yet  he  allows  the 
revenue  to  be  flouriihing,  in  which  too,  it  feems,  he  rejoiqes. 
'  He  fays  1  have  put  into  the  mouth  of  ;he  King  what  has  pot 
been  uttered  out  of  my  own  this  night.  Nothing  has  been 
laid  by  me  upon  that  fubje(9;  to-night — 1  meai>  upon  th^  flou- 
rifliing  ftate  of  our  revenue.  No,  Sir,  it  is  not  out  of  fny 
moath  that  cxpreflion  came  to-night,  and  which  the  fipnour- 
able  Gentleman  xrenfures  ose  foropitting,  but  04;t  of  his  own; 
and  when  the  honourable  Gentleman  thinks  he  fees  a  (o^ile 
from  this  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he.ipagDifics  it  int^a  horfc.  l#n)ghL 
in  confequence  of  what  he  advances.  I  am  afrai4  he  giycs  cre- 
dit to  fome  part  of  the  Hqufe  for  iporc  atteotipn  fhaa.t)^ey.J^e- 
:  fepre.  All  thefe  cpnfiderations  induce^me  to  fqfped^.^ha;  if  I 
bad  (bted  many  things  which  be  expe^<;»f]  me  to  ftftte  concern* 
ing  the  profperity  of  the  country^  he  vvas  prepared  with'  a  long 
Vol,  I.  1797.  G  g  fpcech. 
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fpeech  to  contradi(5t  me  upon  tfiat  head.  He  wenti'mto  a  detail 
of  the  revenue  in  1706  and  1797,  from  ilehich  the  Committee 
is  to  derive  nothing  but  a  very  dcTponding  inference.  For  the 
future  powers  of  this  country  are,  according  to  his  deduc- 
tions, to  be  very  feeble.  He  is  not,  however,,  bound  to  abide  by 
thefe  fentiments ;  and  as  he  fays  he  will  take  a  view,  of  the 
fu^jed,  and  mature  his  judgment  for  the  difcuffion  of  it  in  fu- 
ture, I  hope  a  minute  attention  to  it  will  alter  his  opinion. 
He  has  told  us  that  the  accounts  are  not  yet  before  us.  In  this 
his  vigilance  has  been  eluded,  for  the  documents  necefiary  for 
the  purpofe  are  now  upon  your  table,  arid  by  which,  if  becon- 
defcends  to  perufe  them,  he  will  find  that  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Finance,  and  which  holds  out  to  us  a  profped 
fo  flattering;,  is  entirely  judified.  The  honourable  Gentleman 
dwelt  for  iome  time  on  the  produce  of  the  wine  duty,  and  that 
of  the  Scotch  diftillery,  and  infers  that  they  will  not  anfwer 
the  eftimate ;  in  which  inference  he  is  too  rapid,  for  neitlier  of 
which  has  hitherto  found  its  level.  Thefe  points  I  merely 
touch  incidentally f  not  meaning  to  argue  them  now,  that  be- 
ing foreign  to  the  leading  purpo(e  of  this  night's  difcuffion,  and 
of  which  there  is  to  be  a  detailed  difcuffion  hereafter. 

The  next  point  to  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  refer* 
is  the  fubjeft  of  the  advance  from  the  Bank  to  Government. 
Upon  this  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  indulged  in  a  fpecies 
of  eloquence,  which  is  almoft  as  new  to  him,  as  is  his  congra- 
tulation on  the  profperity  of  this  country.  He  fays,  that  this 
*  lefembles  the  fyftetn  which  was  adopted  in  France,  and  leads 
to  the  defpotifm  which  under  tlie  name  of  Liberty  is  carried  oa 
there.  What  likenefs  there  is  between  the  Bank  making  thefe 
advances  to  Government  uix)n  the  fecurity  that  not  more  than 
a  certain  fum,  fpecificd  in  the  outfet,  can  be  applied  for^  the 
pun£lual  payment,  and  at  a  (hort  time,  fpecificially  provided 
for,  and  without  rilk,  can  have  with  tlic  French,  of  taking  by 
requifition  without  fecurity  of  repayment,  mil&ons  and  mil- 
liards, I  leave  to  hjm  and  to  thofe  who  arc  now  convinced 
with  Jiim,  of  the  r^ipacity  of  that  fyftem,  and  who  have  fo 
lately  thought  it  prudent  to  declaim  againll  the  French  fyftemi 
to  difcover.  He  fays,  that  this  is  a  dangerous  connexion  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  Bank;  and  he  ftates  the  fum 
of  three  millions  to  be  of  an  enormous  amount  for  the  Bank  to 
advance  to  Gbvernmcnt.  He  had  forgot,  not  to  fay»  he  never 
knew;  for  to  a  Gentleman  of  fo"  much  rcfcarch,  that  would  be 
an  extravagant  fuppofition,  but  he  feems  to  have  forgotten 
that  the  advances  of  the  Bank  to  Government  have  never  been 
fcfe  during  the  prcfent  war,  than  they  arc  now  propofed  to  be, 

onder 
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under  the  very  fpectal  nature  and  extraordinary  cFrcumftances 
of  the  prefcnt  war.  I  aik,  then,  what  does  the  honourable 
Gentlcitian  mean  by  faying,  that  this  is  a  dangerous  connec* 
tson  between  Government  and  the  Bank  ?  Does  he  mean  to 
fay,  that  the  RdVridlion  on  the  Bank  ought  no  longer  to  con- 
tinue ?  if  he  does  not,  I  maintain  that  it  is  no  dangerous  oon"» 
ncdtipn  whatever,  fince  it  will  be  of  no  inconvenience  to  the 
public  while  the  Reftriftion  'continues,  for  the  public  fecurity 
is  precifely  the  fame  as  if  this  advance  was  ndt  made  by  the 
Bankata'll. 

But  it  feemtf'an  honourable  Gentleman  could  not  face  his 
conftituents ;  that  they  wpuld  afk  him  where  his  face  was 
f  where  my  tongue  was,  faid  Mr.  Tierney],  if  he  did  not  op^* 
pofe  this  meafure  on  the  moment  it  was  propofed ,  and  yet 
he  blames  me  for  propofing  that  it  riiay  be  poftponed  for  future 
confideration^  He  fays  that  the  meafure  is  of  fuch  ah'  alarm- 
ing nature,  that  the  fenfc  of  the  Houfe  ought  to  be  taken  upon 
it  at  once;  he  fays  that  I  have  a  great  defire  to  hspofe  upon 
the  Houfe,  and  that  I  diftruft  my  cafe.  1  have  heard.  Sir, 
that  great  eagemefs  for  the  difpatch  pf  bufuiefs  is  fonhetimes 
evidence,  that  the  party  bringing  it  foi^vard  has  fome  diftruft 
of  it^  but  thac  1  ifaould  propofe  a  plan  that  woukl  give  him 
time  to  prepare  a  fpeech,  is  an  inftance  of  diftruft,  which^ 
confidering  the  extent  of  his  ingenuity,  I  could  hardly  have 
e«pe£ted  to  be  accufcd  of.  i  cannot  help  thinking,  that  it  is  a 
little  extraordinary  he  ihould  firft  tell  me  that  the  meafure  I 
propofe  is  unprecedented,  and  then  tell  me  I  am  to  blame  for 
offering  to  the  Houfe  time  to  come  to  a  decifiort  upon  it,  in- 
fiead  of  calling  for  a  decifion  immediately. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  then  tells  us  that  this  is  a  plan 
which  cannot  be  effe<3ual  in  the  hands  of  his  Majefty's  prefent 
Minifters,  for  that  they  are  not  qualified  to  carry  it  into  efFe6k» 
That  there  may  be,   and  are,  in  his  opinion,   others,  better  * 
qualified,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  I  have  as  little  doubt  that  be 
would  be  ready  to  propofe  them  if  it  depended  upon  him  ;  but 
if  hi$  objedions  go  againft  the  man,  it  is  hardly  fair,  upon  that 
ground,  to  call  .upon  the  Houfe  to  rejefk  the-meafure.  It  fccms' 
1  am  not  the  perfon  to  make  any  propofsls  of  this  kind  to  .the 
Houfe.    Why  am  I  not  the  man  ?    Hie  queftion  is,  not  who 
propofes  the  meafure,  but  whether  the  meafure  ought  to  be  • 
adopted  ?  But  when  the  honourable  Gentleman  comes  tQarg^e^ 
die  queftion  in  that  fenfe,  and  when  he  comes  to  l;iy  before  you- 
the  unexampled  profufion  of  which  he  fays  I  am  the  proQigate 
author,  I  hope  he  will  condefcend  to  take  in  view  the  extent 
of  die  fervicc  for  which  we  have  had  to  provide^  its  extraor- 
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dinary.  natpre  and  chara£ter,  as  well  as  the  great  expenee  with 
which  it  has  been  attended,  without  forgetting  the  df^arnefs  of 
all  the  articles  pfprovifiony  and  various  other  things,  at  which 
it  is  not  neceSary  at  this  moment  to  glance ;  but  above  all,  at 
the  extraordinary  efibrts,  and  correfponding  expencr.  But 
there  is  another  part  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable  Gtfiitl^ 
mail)  which  contains  an  important  ohjeAion  to  my  contiiitsiing 
in  the  official  iituation  in  which  I  now  (land,  becaufe,  he  fays„ 
while  I  remain  in  that  fituation,  this  country  cannot  have 
peace.  If  he  thmks  fo,  that  is  a  good  reafon  for  his  moving-an 
addfefs  to  remove  me.  Sappofing  this  Hoafetomiee  to  that  nio- 
tion»  there  is  tio  r^fon,  I  prefume,  why  this  Hbufe  (hould  not 
take  care  of  the  imerefts  of  the  public,  and  more  why,  fuppoling 
them  to  have  no  objedion  to  the  meafur^  now  before  them,  they 
ihottldtK>t  agree  to  it.  Bat  there  is  a  reafon  for  apprehending  tha^ 
this  ocftintry  cannot  have  peace  while  I.  and  my*  colleagues  con- 
tinue in  office;  Why  cannot  this  country  have  peace  while 
we  continue  in  offic?c  ?  Becaufe  in  truth  we  have  not  the  con- 
fidence of  the  enfSmy.  Sir,  we  cannot  have  the  confidence  of 
the  enemy.  The  con^dence  of  the  enemy  I  No,  Sir,  that  is  • 
iiftpoffible  !  We  axe  not  entering  into  the  fpirit  of  their  rules* . 
we  are  not  difpofed  to  promote  their  principles ;  we.  do  not 
wifh  to  imiitate  their  fyftem  ;  we  do  not  thipk  it  practical  in- 
England)  hdwever  it*may  be  made  the  fubje<5i  of  applaufe  by 
tko^  who  favour  it  in  their  hearts,  and,  for  the  purpofe  of 
o^pofihg  Engknd's'true  intereft,  the  occafional  theme  of  vin- 
didive  declamation,  while-  it  is  wiflied  that  their  principles 
ftould' be  adopted:  which  priciciples  have  been  admired,  and 
occafionally  extolled  fince  the  commencement  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, by  thOfe  who  have  oppofed  us.  if  he  w:ints  confidence 
in  thofe  in  who^  the  enemy  can  confide,  fuch  as  they  dowht>' 
hdve  argued  on  what  ihcy  call  the  juilice  of  the  caufe  of  the 
enemy ;  who  have  abufed  the  origin}  of  this  war»  as  much  a$ 
they  haVeobftrufibed  its  progrcfs;  I  cannot  fay  that  we  can  or 
onriitto  have  fuch  confidence. 

But  the  honourable  Gentleman  fays  again,  that  there  is 
no  confidence  in  us  in  any  part  of  Europe,  and  he  prdves  it 
by  fliewing  that  all  our  allies  have  deferted  us,  and  kept  none 
of  their  engagement^.  This  argument,  if  true,  might  go  a 
good  way  towards  ihewing  that  we  ou^ht  to  have  no  con- 
fidence in  them ;  but  until  he  (hews  (bme  inftances  of  our 
i^rant  of  good  faith,  I  apprehend  it  does  not  prove  thitt  thejT . 
have  no  confidence  In.  us;  and  proves  ptetty  nearly  as  much 
a^  the  trgument,  that  it  is  ndceffary  that'  I  ought  to  pdflefs  the 
confidejlc^Of  his  Maiefty*s  enemies  in  France. 

I  think 
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I  thiak  I  am  entitled  now,  in  my  tun>y  fince  the  honour-: 
able  Gentleman  has  oppoGed  the  whole  fydeiu  of  the  phmc 
.-which  I  have  pr-opofed,,  and  efpecblly  as  he  is  To  much,,  and 
as  it  weFe'exclufivety  the  friend  of  his  country,  to  aik  him* 
"whether  he  has  abetter,  go*  any  in  its  (lead?  for  he  has  not 
Ilatcd  any»     Perhaps  he  has  not  had  time  to  digcfl  a  proper, 
plan ;  if  be  has  any  in  contemplation,  he  cannot  fairiy  ob- 
ject to  the  propofal  which  I  make  now,  iince  he  is  tQ  havc> 
time  to  prepare  his  own,  which  I  truft  will  be  much  better- 
But  the  honourable  Gentleman  fays,  that  if  this  pli^n  ihould 
haye  been  btought  forward  at  alU  it  (hould  hava  been  brought 
forward  oiuch  fooner.     He  acknowledges,  that  ia  cafes. o£- 
great  danger;  great  efibirts  ought  to  be  made.    >{ow,  I  thinks' 
that  in  oar  fcmner  fitoation  we  were  not  in  folmuch  danger 
as  weai%  at  prefent,  if  we  do  not:  make  great  refi(tance»  ^d 
therefore  it  appears  to  tne  to  be  more  fenfihle  to  make  greax 
efforts  in  time  when  they-  are  nece(]ga/y,  than  to  make  them, 
when  the  circumftances  of  the  time,  do  nqt  call  for  them,  ef- 
pecially  when  by  yoiur*  finaaciai  operatiot)^  you  ara  likely*  to 
bring  the  comeft  to  a/happy  termination.     But  the  honour-^ 
9ble  Qentlemanf  fays»  thai  this  plan  ia  tq  (he w>  that  we,  are  at 
the  end  of  our  refources*     If  he  thought  fo,  he  might  havo 
fpikfed  himfelf  the  trouble  of  pronouncing. a  panegyric  upor^ 
thefe  refeurces  in  the  courfe  of  hi&  fpeech  this  night.     Xhe 
honoufable Gentleman  fayn^thattlus  plan  (hewsitothe  worid 
tbatiweare  at' the  end  of  oat  ivnding  fyileii)*  The  manner. 
invdiiirh  perfons  poflfefled  of  capital  in.  diiferest  part&  of  the 
Gonntry  hare  aded,  in  invediag  their  propeii(y'tny«yr.fu|[if(ls» 
Is  no  pMK)f  that  monied  men  think  fo ;  buti  grovea^.  o|i  tho 
Contrary,  the  confidence  they  have  ^n  your.  r.efoureeS|,^  and, 
proves  alfoy  that  wealth  is  generally  diffu&d  sdl  over,  the 
coiuitfy-.     This  weahh  is  manifef^  in  the  improvement  of 
3^our  agriculture,  in  your  buildings,  in  your  canals,  in  youn 
inclofures ;  ail  thefe,  I  fav,  prove  that  you  poflefs  at  thi^ 
moment,  the  confidence  of  monied  men,  that. there  is  at  this; 
moment  more  wealth  than  there  was  at  any  former  period  it^ 
thi«  Cmmtry. 

Mr.  Tierney  (aid,  in  reply,  with  whatever  prepaiiatton^  X 
may  have  come  to  this  MouCe  to^nigh^  I  think  I  may  havo 
credit  for  not  having  come  prepared  againft  a  feries  of  mifre* 
prefetitatiori^  in  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has. 
chofen  to  indulge  himfelf.  The  events  of  this  night  have 
iiiewii'  that  either  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  or  myfel£  . 
came-  Ia  a  (late  of  preparation  to  tb&  Hotile  upon  tbh  occa^ 

X  fion; 
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fion  ;  who  has  prepared  himielf  moft  againft  pofirble  events, 
kt  the  Committee  judge.  Muc^h  of  what,  he  has  fai4  does  . 
not  apply  to  me  He  appears  tohavc  got  by  heart  a  fet  of 
fine  lioiirilhing  fenteqces  to  chaftife  any  body  who  ihould 
doubt  the  excellence  of  his  plan.  This  ftrange  fant  wa« 
meant  for  fomebody,  not  for  me,  mod  certainly,  for  in  my 
Jite  I  never  uttered  a  fentcoee  in  this  HouTe  for  or  againft  the 
fyftem  or  principles  of  the  French.  He  miift  therefore  hiave 
meant  what  he  faid  upon  that  fnbjed  againft  fomebody  elfe. 
He  has  taken  much  pains  to  prove  that  what  I  faid  againft  the 
prodiiftivenefs  of  the  revenue  was  ill-  founded.  I  never  faid 
a  word  upon  that  either,  and  therefore  that  part  of  his  flourifh 
mutl  have  been  intended  for  fomebody  elfe.  What  I  faid 
upon  the  fubjefi  was  this :  unlefs  the  right  honourable  Gen* 
tleman  could  (hew  that  this  impoft  could  be  had  out  of  the 
opulence  and  fuperfluous  wealth  of  the  country,  it  mufl  be 
taken  from  the  capital  of  fome  perfons  whofe  capital  em- 
ploys the  artificer  or  labourer  In  the  country,  and  confe- 
^uentiy  he  muft  diminilh  the  produdtve  powers  of  the  coun- 
try. Not  one  fy liable  came  from  him  upon  the  nature  of 
what  he  had  faid  upon  that  fubjed,  and  to  which  he  pretended 
his  obfervations  were  to  be  confidered  as  anfwers. 

V/ith  refpeA  to  what  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  faid 
(Concerning  the  confidence  of  the  enemy,  I  can  only  obferve 
that  he  kiodled  into  a  blaze  without  having  had  any  fuel 
from  me  ;  away  he  went  with  his  grand  flourifh  to  (hew  that 
he  never  had  the  confidence  of  his  enemies.  I  never  faid  he 
had.  I  may  claim  credit  for  not  being  fo  very  filly  as  to  fay 
fp,  I  never  did  fay  fo.  What  I  faid  was  this :  that  the 
enemy  knowing  that  he  aSed  with  a  cabinet,  one  half  of 
which  was  hoftile  to  him  in  general  principles  of  policy,  and 
agreeing  with  him  in  nothing  but  hatred  to  the  French  Revo- 
lution, could  never  have  any  confidence  in  him  with  regard 
to  his  profeflTed  pacific  intentions.  Why  ihould  he  attempt  to 
faften  upon  me  an  cxpreftion  fo  contrary  to  common  ferife? 
I  faid  that  be  was  not  refpe£led  in  any  court  in  Europe  as  a 
Minifter.  He  gives  me  a  diflertation  on  the  laughter  of  his 
friends  who  fit  around  him,  and  that  he  calls  an  anfwer. 

He  fnys,  I  ought  to  have  paufed  before  I  faid  we  have  come 
,to  the  end  of  our  refources^  There  was  no  occafion  for  any 
fiich  paufe,  for  I  never  faid  we  were  come  to  the  end  of  our 
refources,  nor  anv  thing  like  it :  I  faid,  on  the  contrary, 
you  have  great  refources,  and  I  faid  I  was  glad  to  fee  it.  I 
faid  I  thought  that  tliis  plan  would  (hew  that  you  couW  fund 


no  more  ;  that  your  funding  fyftcoa  appeared^  ^i  the  eyes  of 
the  Minifler,  to  be  at  an  end.  I  faid  alfcS  and  I  fay  again, 
that  I  do  not  think  your  funding  fyilem  is  at  an  end ;  but  that 
fdnding  is  better  than  this  plan* 

I  faid  that  he  was  not  a  proper  perfon  to  bring  forward  this 
,  meafure,  and  why  ?  Becaufe  I  knew  thai  as  he  had  already 
deceived  us  in  all  his  promifes,  the  public  could  not  confide 
in  him  in  any  new  promife  he  (hould  make*  He  has  made 
many  promifes*  Has  he  kept  any  one  of  them  i  If  he  has 
not,  is  there  any  impropriety  in  my  faying,  that  he  is  not 
now  to  ht  trufted  ? 

He  then  comes  to  the  fubjed  of  the  Bank*  He  aflcs,  whether 
I  have  any  evidence  that  their  connection  with  Government 
is  the  caufe  of  their  non-payment  ^  To  which  I  anfw^r, 
they  themfelves  ha^e  faid  fo.  They  (late  that  one  of  the 
caufes,  at  leaft,  of  their  not  being  able  to  pay  ca(h»  is  owing 
to  their  advances  to  Government.  This  was  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance  the  cafe  4  it  h  otherwife  now  I  admit,  but  then  I 
would  aflc  any  man  whether  if  they  are  to  advance  three  mil- 
lions more,  they  may  not  be  in  danger  of  being  again  in  the 
fame  fttuation  P  Upon  this  fubject  i  feel  a  great  deal,  and  if 
the  Miniiler  is  not  too  fond  of  his  own  judgment,  I  will  refer 
him  to  a  book  that  Is  worthy  of  his  attention,  I  mean  the 
work  of  Monf.  De  Calonne.  I  do  not  defire  him  to  read  all 
that  is  written  in  France  upon  that  fubjefl,  but  I  will  ven- 
ture to  recommend  that  work  to  his  perufal.  It  was  written 
upon  the  fubjed  of  a  national  bank,  and  for  the  information 
or  the  late  King  of  France.  That  author  fays,  amongft 
many  excellent  things,  that  there  ought  to  be  feftabliflied  in 
France,  a  bank  like  the  bank  of  England  ;  and  to  render  it 
an  excellent  bank,  his  Majefty  was  advifea  to  take  care  that 
it  fliould  have  no  conneftion  with  the  government.  The 
want  of  fallowing  that  advice  led  the  way  to  the  dedrudion 
of  the  French  finances. 

I  have  no  reafon  to  retraft  what  I  faid  with  refpefl  to  the 
produSivehcfs  of  the  revenue  in  1796  and  1797-  I  feel  the 
fame  confidence  as  to  what  I  faid  upon  the  navy. 

The  laft  thing  I  have  to  fay  i?,  that  if  the  Minifter  wilhes 
to  make  another  attack  upon  any  man  whom  he  is  difpofed 
to  crufli,  he  fhould  remember,  tha^  a  man  may  be  in  this 
Houfe  in  the  fame  fituation  as  a  man  is  when  he  goes  to  live 
in  a  mill ;  he  wilt  be  a  good  deal  frightened  at  hrft,  but  he 
will  fooa  become  accuftomed  to  the  noifc^    So  with  m^; 

'   ^  after 
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•  alter  having  a  dreffingor  two  more  from  that  rt^t  honour* 
•able  Gemteinan  I  (halt  care  nothing  for  his  noife. 

Mr.  Nichols  faid>  there  is  one  part  of  the  Speech  of  my  hon, 
friend  to  which  I  think  there  has  been  no  anCwer  given  hy*  his 

•  Majefty's  Chancellorof  the  Exchequer :  that  is,  if^his'plaii 
'be  pecfev^red  in^  there  may  he  too  groat  a  cirealation'Of  paper. 
.  This  is,  in  my  opinion,:  a  means  of  reprefentation  of  property; 

ta  which  d»re  ought  t6<be  a  limit.     It  has  natordlly-  a^iimit  in 

i  all  well-reguhted  ftates,  •and  ihoald  have-  in  ours.    I  «wn  I  am 

.afraid  ef  too*  great  a  circoiation  ,  of  .paper.     Laft  year  the 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  circulation'  oo^t 

to  be  lifuited.  '  I  ihiok  we  are  entitled  to  call  i  iipon>  hka  now 

to  a£l  vpen  that  principle.  <  At  prefenttbcre  iMiO'liaiicataon. 

.  There  may  be  ifiiied  now  four  times  the  qoantity  of  paper  that 

was  ever  iflbed.     If  thiaplan  bepdHevesed  irif  of  xaifingfeven 

millions,  in  the  year,  the  Chancelbr  ofrine  Exchequer  may 

anticipate  the  whole  of!  it  io*  paper,  and  there  may.not  be>leh  in 

the  Bank  ptepetty  to  pay  it,  fo  that  we  ihall  have  the  fame  to 

provide  for  over  again,  >Thi|i8an  objeiEUon. which  bas4iot 

been  anfwcred* 

It  is  faid  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  af;teat 
.  deal  of  naoney  is  brought  intathe  funds  by  ^monied  :nieaifiDm 
all  parts  of  the  country.  That  is,  in  my  ropiniw,)  a^gi^t 
grievance  to;  thp  people  of  this  country,  for  it  .operates. to  ^e  • 
ruin  of  trade  to  inveft:  in  the  funds  that  money  whicb^oagbtito 
be  employed  I  in  .figriculture,  in  commerce,  in  tlie^way  of  an 
a£live  capital,'  notfor  the  individual  who  owns  it,  but  fior  the 
ibcJety  ;  and  creates*  all.  thofe  evils  which  attended  Jthe  mono* 
poly  of  bonrowipg  monqy,  for  it  leads  to  die  centering  in  a.ibw 
individuals  all  thofe. loaiis  an^  public  contrs^s,  by -which  a  fisw 
enrich  therafelves  at.the  expence  of  the  many.  .XbatJ3[)cuK>« 
poly  of  borrowing  money  appears  to  .me  to  be  for  fociety  the 
word  ryftem  that  the  wit  of  man  ever  deviied. 

Thcfe  arc  my  fentiments  upon  the  general  yiew.of  thj^fttb- 
je£t,  although^  to  deliver  them*  was.  not  the.maip  p^rpofe  of 
iny  rifing;  I  rofe  for  thp  purpofe  chiefly  of  givjng  notice,  that  if 
his  Majefty*s*ChanceIlor  of  the  Exchequer  thinks,  pcopct  to 
porfevcre  in  this  plan,  I  fhall  think  it.myduty  to  rnqveifora 
law  to  compel '  placemen  and  penfioners  to  give  a  largo  ium  of 
money  out  of  their  places  and  penfions  towards  ihe.exigency 
of  the  public  fervice.  It  was  a  refolution  adopted  in  the  reign, 
*of  Queen  Anne,  that  f^p.perfon  fliould  hold  any.placo.or  pcn- 
ilort  tJiat  exceeded  the  amount  of  copl,  a  year;  I  do  not 
'know  that  1  fliould  aidhere  to  that  Rn&ij^  but  1  ihall  certainly 

proceed 
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proceed  upon  tiiat  principle.  T  think  that  thofe  ^ho  have  de^* 
dared  their  approbation  of  this  War  ought  to  be  called  upon  td 
contribute  in  ^e  prefent  condition  of  affairs.  I  think  that 
Peers  atid  Members  of  this  Houfe  ought  ndt  to  be  excufed  from 
making  large  contributions.  I  tvilJ  perform  my  duty,  and 
tberefefe^  it  thefe  feven  millions  be  called  for^  I  mail  move  2$ 
Ihaveftated. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  once  more  rofe  and  faid,  I 
congratulate  the  Houfe  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  has 

r'ven  notice  of  his  intention  to  do  his  duty  in  this  Houfe,  and 
thank  him'for  fo  condufting  himfelf  as  a  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  to  afibrd  me  an  opportunity  of  arifwering  him.  He 
will  allow  me,  however,  to  aflfign  a  rcafon  for  not  anfwering 
his  honourable  friend  upon  the  point  to  which  he  alluded.  I 
did  not  bear  the  argument  to  which  he  referred,  and  that^  I 
hope,  he  will  recive  as  a  reafon  for  my  not  anfwering  it. 
.  The  obje&ion  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  to  the  meafure 
now  before  the  Commhtee  is  of  the  threatening  kind,  for  he 
lays,  if  I  perfift  in  the  plan  before  the  Committee,  he  will 
make  his  motion  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  It  is  a  part  of 
my  duty,  as  I  conceive  itj  to  do  fo,  and  therefore,  notwith- 
fianding  hb  threat,  I  certainly  (hall  perflft  in  pr6pofing'the 
plan  to  the  wrfdom  of  the  Houfe.  However,  fliould  the 
honourable  Gentleman. fucceed  in  his  motion,  I  hope  he  does 
not  mean  to  call  exclufively  on  thofe  who  vote  for  the  war« 
I  hope  he  will  extend  it  to  all  Members  of  Parliament,  and 
thai  neither  he  himfelf,  nor  his  honourable  friend,  will  (hew 
themlelves  backward  to  contribute ;  nor  do  I  fee  why  the 
boQCNirahle  Gentleman  fliould  dovbt  that  I  mean  to  call  upon 
the  opulent  to  contribute  their  full  (hare,  for  I  think  I  re- 
member faying  ia  my  firft  addrefs  to  the  Committee,  that  I 
ihould  diftindly  call  on  that  clafs  of  which  we  ourfelves  are 
members,  to  bear  their  (hare  of  the  burdens.  But  there 
again  the  honourable  Gentleman  threatens  us  with  fomething 
as  it  were  againft  Members  of  Parliament  ?  Parliament  I 
What  Parliament?  That  Parliament  which  voted  unani-* 
moufly  an  addrefs  to  the  throiie  ;  I  fay  unanimouily,  iot  (o 
it-was,  as  far  as  Parliament  was  att«iided.  I  hope  the  ho* 
Dourable  Gentleman  will  not  attempt  to  exeufe  from  his  tax 
thofe  who  have^ot  attended  to  give  their  votes.  I  hope  alfo 
he  will  not  exeufe  thofe  who  did  attend  on  the  flateraent  of 
the  cafe,  and  on  the  vote  for  the  addrefs,  and  who  went 
away  from  the  Houfe  without  being  prepared  to  declare  on 
the  queftion,  either  the  one  way  or  the  o(h^r« 
.  Vol.  I.  1797.  H  h  Mr.  Curttien 
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Mr.  CatPWtfk  Oud,  I  feel  it  incumbent  oa  swy  Sir,  is  a 
{ew  words,  to  expref^  what  ar^  the  (catimcius^  entcjfUia  xe-i 
^poStBg  the  meaiuTe  now  under  confideration.  The  princi- 
pal fentitaent  with  which  I  am  imprefled,,  is  the  regret  that 
we  fhould  be  reduced  to  fuch  a  defperaite  extremity.  The 
meafure  now  in  contenoplation  is  new  in  its  iviture>  and 
its  operation  might  be  attended  with  confequences  the  8ti(* 
chiefs  of  which  it  is  iropdifibk  to  foiefee.  Ti^  ri^t  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  who  piopofed  it,  and  the  H«u^  who 
feem  (fifpofed  lo  adopt  it,  have  frequently  been  loud  ia  thetr 
inve£kivet  againft  every  ipjoovauon,  efpecially  fuch  as  had 
been  adopted  in  -France ;  they  ufed  this  argument  of  the 
danger  of  novelty  againft  the  pcoceedtngs  in  France,  and 
.agamft  i^nv  attempt  at  Pailiamentary  Reform  at  home.  Wrtb 
what  conbfteiicy  could  they  now  adopt  St  meafase  equally* 
objedionahle  for  its  novdty,  and  for  its  having  been  a  &- 
Vdiffhe  meafure  with  th»  French,  wkofie  coodufift  on  all  ooca- 
fions  thejraie  fo  leady  to  ceafure.  Neither,  ^i  can  I  he-'* 
Ueve  that  the  war  mMir  perfiHed  in  is  a  war  of  the  nature' 
which  the  right  honoiuahle  Gentleman  defcri^bes  ii  lo  be ;  a^ 
war  for  ifveextinftioa  of  our  coa{liuuk)a,  and  of  omc  rery^ 
exifteoce  a$  a  nation ;  it  is  no  fuch  war  ;  it  is  a  war  for  in- 
demnities ;  and  as  fiich  it  may  be  eafitliy  brou^  to>  a  eondii- 
fioiu  We  have  at  length  found  out  pevfons  i»  France  vAfkk 
whom  we  can  treat,  and  we  Iho.utd  not  dtfifl  firoln  negotta^ 
iioB  fsGOi  any  light  motive^  or  from  the  noa-attainment  of  a 
trivial  point*  It  is  with  fiorrow  I  have  obferved  the  righ^ 
honoufabia  GenHenian  exevting  his  powerfiil^eikxfuence  to^ 
inflame,  the  paflions  olF  the  Houfe  ;  itis^wi|th  paiw  i  hmtm- 
heard  him  exciting  our  hatred  and  indignationa^iihepviRciptis 
which  the  French  profefs ;  not  from  all  that  I  have  keaniaMft 
read,  i  have  not  as  yet  learned  why  peace  may^  not  he  attain- 
ed. '  What  do  we  require  i  Do  not  we  aik  for  indemoitiea 
at  th^  cxpence  of  that  very  powev  for  whofe  pvotedion  th» 
wdr  has  been  origiiially  undertaken  ?  Is  it  firom  the  French 
^e  atten^pt  to  extort  indemnities?  No,  but  feocti  Holland, 
whom  we  have  dragged  and  dragooned  into  the  war.  The 
Dutch  were  plunderedhy  the  French,  and  theconduS  of  the 
French  towards  them  we  very  juftly  condemaed.  By  infift- 
tng  on  indemnities  from  that  quarter,  do  we  not  imitate  what* 
we  condenui  iaothets*?  Do  we  not  perfifl  in.  a  coaduA  which 
neither  >uftice  nor  policy  can  juffafy  i  Nad  I  btfen  in  the 
Houfe  whsa.this  fobjefl  wajs^ore  immediately  under  dif. 
cuflion,  I  would  not  have.befitatod  to  declare  tfaia  to  be  mjp 

OpiniDll;.^ 
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opinion.  We  (bould'-  not  flick  too  Tigftlty  to  ftiiemnities  ; 
^ve  It  Irtft  ought  to  compare  thefn  witti  the  value  of  what  wt 
are  going  to  fec^^fic<^  in  an  uncertaih  effort  to  bbtaito  them : 
did  wc  iccm  difpbfed  to  treat  forpca<Tiii  thh  Temper  aiid  fpirit, 
^v«  very  likely  might  facceed  in  our  cndeaw>tirs.  But  if  the 
enemy  ftiirrejeitcd  our  pacific  offers,  then  indeed  all  the  cner* 
gies  of  Great  Britain  (hould  be  exerted  in  order  to  compel  them 
to  accept  what  they  had  fo  obftinately  and  fd  pcrterfely 
refafed. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  vre  are  toW  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  had  he  been  in  tlie  Hoofe  on 
a  former  occ^fion,  he  woukl  have  declared  anopinron  contrary 
to  that  which  the  Houfe  then  emertained.  But  I  would  alk 
the  honourable  Gentleman  why  he  was  not  then  in  hb  place, 
and  why  now  he  wouM  come  down  to  dtfturh,  by  his  indivi» 
«lual  opinion,  the  unanimity  with  which  the  Houfe  a{&nted  t6 
the  ad<lrc6  that  was  moved  to  his  Majefty  ?  Was  it  becoming 
in  htm  now  to  attempt  to  rontradi£t  the  general  fentiment  en 
the  Houfe  >  I  cannot  tliink  it  is,  Sir ;  and  above  all,  I  would 
intreat  and  implore  Members  of  this  Houfe  to  defift  from  ftiN 
nngMeftions  from  which  fo  much  mifcbref  may  arife,  and 
which  cannot  tend  to  produce  any  one  pofEble  good.  In  the 
adembiy  of  another  country,  of  which  rhcy  feem  to  think  fo 
*»gWy,  m>  man  is  permitted  to  rife  and  fpeajc  againft  the  niea- 
furesof  their  executive  government ;  and  will  gentlemen  here 
abufc  the  proudeft  ^ivilege  of  a  Btitifh  Parliament,  and  (land 
up  an  advocate  for  the  French  government,  and  plea  j  the  caufe 
of  our  bitlerett  enemy.  It  is  impoffiMe  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man couM  have  peruled  the  papers  laid  on  the  table  refpe£ling 
the  r jptare  ef  the  late  negotiation  ;  it  is  impoiliMe,  I  fay,  he 
could  have  read  them  with  any  attention,  ami  afterwards  utter 
the  language  we  have  heard  from  him  this  night.  It  is  n6t  on 
the  mere  fabjedi  of  indemnities  that  the  French  governrtient 
decline  coming  to  an  amicable  adjuftment — No :  we  ftate  our 
fieniis,  but  they  will  ftate  none  in  their  turn ;  they  even  rcfufe 
with  (urly  arrc^nce  to  give  us  any  anfwer  at  all.  But  this  is 
not  the  fubjCf^  now  before  the  Hpufej  I  muft  therefore  once 
mofe  intreat  Members  of  Parliament  not  to  propofe  terms  for 
tbe  French  before  they  are  difpofed  to  propofe  any  ft>r  them- 
ielves,  and  thus  to  anticipate  the  claims  and  caiife  of  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  Cunven  faid,  I  cannot,  Sir,  but  exprefs  my  furprife  at 
feaft,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  fhould  take  upoa 
himfelf  to  iay  that  1 9m  an  advocate  for  the  caufe  of  the  enemy. 

Hha  Iwilh 
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I  wi(h  that  right  lionourable  Gentleman  to  know  what  I  truft 
the  Houfe  knows,  that  I  am  as  fincerely  attached  to  the  inte* 
reds  of  my  country,*  as  he  can  pretend  to  be.  I  hope  it  is  not 
the  intention  of  that  honourable  Gentleman,  or  of  his  friends, 
to  attempt  to  overawe  Members  of  Parliament,  and  to  prevent 
them  from  delivering  their  free  and  unbiafled  opinions.  We  are 
not  yet,  I  hope,  come  to  that ;  and  as  long  as  that  privilege 
remains,  I  truft  1  ihall  avail  myfelf  of  it,  with  the  freedom  and 
boldnefs  of  an  independent  man. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  and  Mr.  Curwen  faid  a  few  words  id 
explanation. 

Mr.  Vanjittart  faid,  I  can  never,  Sir,  bring  myfelf  to  agree 
to  the  very  ignominious  terms  to  which  the  ambition  and  info* 
lence  of  the  Trench  government  fecm  defirous  to  reduce  us ; 
can  it  be  poflible  that  any  member  of  this  Houfe  weuld  advife 
lis  to  furrcnder  all  our  conqueils,  the  fruits  of  fuch  diftinguiih* 
ed  valour,  of  fo  much  blood  and  treafure,  and  that  without  re* 
ceivlng  the  leaft  conceliion  in  return  ?  This,  Sir,  is  a  degree 
of  humiliation  to  which  I  truft  the  pride  of  England  will 
never  be  compelled  to  (loop 

Mr.  fVigky  faid,  he  could  not  but  confefs  that  we  were  go** 
ing  to  lay  very  heavy  taxes  on  the  people^,  but  he  truftcd  that 
they  would  be  fo  modified  as  in  a  great  meafure  to  alleviate  the 
burthens  they  muft  nec^flarily  impofe.  He  could  not  be  in* 
duced  to  believe  tliat  the  mode  now  adopted  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  be  attended  with  the  favings  which 
he  feemed  to  promife  to  the  public. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  after  a  few  words  in  rq)Iy 
to  Mr.  Wigley,  gave  notice,  that  on  Wednefday  nei^t,  he 
would  move,  ^'  That  the  propofitions  which  he  Iiad  that  night 
fubmitted  to  the  Committee  ihould  be  then  taken  into  fiirmr 
confideration." 

The  bill  for  reftriding  the  caih  payments  of  the  Bank  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  p&ed. 

The  report  of  the  (mall  not^s  bill  was  received,  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  received 
the  next  day. 

The  report  of  the  land  and  malt-tax  bill  were  alfo  received. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  ordered  to  fit  on 
Monday  ;  alfo  the  Comipittee  of  Supply. 

Adjourned* 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,, 

Saturday,  Nov,  25. 

Read  a  fecond  time  the  bill  for  continumg  the  a£^  of  the  lad 
feifioQ,  for  the  prevention  of  attempts  to  feduce  his  Majefty's 
army  or  navy  from  their  duty. 

Read  a  third  time  and  pafied^  the  two  bills  for  the  annual 
duty- upon  land  and  malt. 

As  alfo  the  fmall  notes  bill. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 

Monday^  Nov.  27- 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer j  with  other  Members, 
brought  up  fix>m  the  Commons  the  bill  for  continuing  the 
reflri(Sions  on  the  Bank,  with  refpedt  to  payment  in  ca(h,  &c, 

Mr.  Hobart  and  others  brought  up  the  land  and  malt  bills* 

Mr.  Burdon  and  others  brought  up  a  private  bill. 

They  were  all  read  a  firft  time. 

Heard  counlcl  on  an  appeal  from  Scotland. 

Adjourned. 
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Monday,  Nov,  27. 

The  Bank  Rcftri(3ion  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafied* 

Mr.  Z).  P.  Coke  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  (Imilar  to 

that  he  had  brought  in  laft  SefTion,  for  regulating  the  trial  of 

caofes,  indictments,  and  other  proceedings  in  the  corporate 

towns  of  the  kingdom ;  which  was  granted. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  he  had  a  meafure  to  propofe  for  the 
adoption  of  the  Houfe  before  they  entered  upon  the  conlldcra- 
tion  of  the  proportions  laid  before  the  Houfe  on  Friday  laft  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  He  thought  the  Houfe,  he- 
fore  they  adopted  the  right  honourable  gentleman's  plan  in 
its  full  extent,  ihould  enter  into  as  full  an  enquiry  as  poiiible  ; 
and  he  pointed  our  a  proceeding  in  the  time  of  Sir  R.  Walpole 
which  would  apply  in  the  prefent  inftance :  when  Sir  Robert 
brought  in  his  Excife  Laws,  the  Houfe  ordered  the  CommiC- 
fioners  of  Cuftoms  and  Excife  to  attend,  in  order  to  their  being 
examined.  As  the  attendance  and  examination  of  the  Com- 
mifiioners,  therefore,  was  not  only  conformable  to  the  rules 
o(the  Houfe,  but  neceflary  in  the  prefen)  cafe,  he  believed  no 
pne  would  ohjeS  to  tl^e  ^notion  he  purpofcd  to  make  die  next 

day, 
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day,  and  of  which  he  now  gave  notice,  viz.  ThatdieCpm- 
niifljoners  of  Excife^  &c.  do  attend  the  Houfe,  &:c.  &c. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  c6uld  not  conceive 
19poa  what  grounds  the  honourable  Baronet  had  flattered  hini>» 
fc)f,  that  his  purpofed  motion  would  meet  widi  no  oppofition  ; 
certainly  he  had  laid  no  rcafon  before  the.  Houfe  to  atun« 
tenance  the  meafure,  for  of  the  points  to  which  an  enquiry 
could  with  any  obvious  views  be  directed,  not  one  was  yet 
clearly  before  the  Houfe ;  fuch  an  attendance  therefore  would 
anfwer  no  purpofe,  and  he  fancied  the  honourable- Baronet 
would  hardly  be  able  to  fliew  a  precedent  of  a  meafure  of  the 
kind  grounded  upon  particulars  that  had  not  been  previoufly 
ftated ;  he  therefore  conceived  it  would  be  more  regular  for 
him  to  poftpone  at  leaft  his  mation.  When  the  particuhrs  of 
bis  plan  of  finance  fhould  be  laid  folly  before  the  Houfe»  it 
would  be  then,  but  not  till  then,  feen  whether  die  attendance 
of  the  Coromiffioners  would  be  necelTary. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  rofe  and  faid  fbmetbing  which  we  could 
not  hear,  but  being  reminded  by  the  Speaker,  that  he  was  out  ^ 
of  order  in  fpeaking,  and  as  there  was  no  motion  before  tlie 
Houfe,  he  fat  down  again. 

Mr.  Bragge  informed  the  Houfe,  that  as  a  return  had  been 
made  on  the  writ  for  Tewkefbury  fince  that  fubje<a  had  been 
before  the  Houfe,  he  would  now  wave  the  motion  he  had  in* 
tended  to  make,  &c.  at  the  fame  time  he  made  aiK>ther  mo* 
tion,  viz.  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  do  attend  the  Houfe 
with  a  copy  of  the  faid  writ  and  return. 

After  ibfne  obfervations  by  Mr.  Siinmonds,  the  motion  was 
granted. 

Lord  Belgravi  rofe  to  make  his  promifcd  motion  to  explain 
and  amend  the  hd  for  preventing  Bribery  and  Corruption  in 
Efedlions,  but,  before  he  did  fo«  he  ohferved,  that  doubts  had 
been  entertained  ref|)e<5ling  the  conftrudlion  of  the  Ad.  The 
ivords  of  the  A£t  were,  ^^  That  perfons  offending  a^inQ  the 
Ad  (hoiald  ht  incapacitated  from  being  elcAed."  One  con« 
firuAion  of  this  provifion  was,  that  the  perfon  oiFending  might, 
on  re*eledion,  hold  bis  feat ;  the  other,  that  he  fhall  be  m^ 
capable  of  fitting  for  the  fameplace  in  the  fame  Parliaments 
The  firft  of  thofe  was  in  the  cafe  of  Norwich,  Mr.  Hobart, 
who  was  firft  returned, «  had  been  petitioned  againft,  and  a 
Committee  declared  the  dei^oti  void  ;  notwtthftanding  which 
Mr.  Hobart  was  again  eled^ed.  The  other  was  in  tlie  cafe  of 
the  Southwark  eleflion,  Mr.  Thellufibn ,  was  returned:  Mr. 
Tiernev  petitioned  againft  him — a  Committee  declared  he  hi^d 
violated  the  Ad>  a  new  writ  was  ifiuedi  Mr.  Thellttflbn  was 

again 
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9gaia  wtuci^d ;  Mr.  Tierney  again  petitio{ie4»  and  a  kc^nd 
Committee  declared  that  Mr.  Thclluffon  could  not  legaUy  b# 
returned*  When  the  Houfe  faw  diat  an  a£l  of  lb  important  a 
nature  admitted  of  two  fuch  contradictory  interpretations^  tbey 
livould  admit  the  propriety  of  putting  it,  by  a  fpecial  niif  out 
of  further  doubt ;  he  therefore  moved.  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  faid  A&, 

A  defultory  ^t>nvcrfation  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Yorkc, 
Mr.  Hoblioufe,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr.  C.  Dundas,  and  Captain 
Jkrkeley  bore  a  ihare,  after  which  the  queftion  was  put  and 
pai&d. 

Tlie  other  orders  of  the  day  were  then  gone  through ,  and 
the  Houfe  adjourned* 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

TuBIOAYy    N(fV.  28. 

Heard  Council  in  an  appeal  fi-om  Scotland^,  in  wkkh 
Hotchkis,  wri)ter  txx  die  Signet,  truftce  on  the  fequefhsnect 
eftate  of  Adam  Ketr,  late  banker  in  Edinburgh,  was'Ap* 
pellant  ; 

The  Governor  imi  Company  of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Soot- 
\^9  Rjeipoadents. 

The  Incerlocutor  was  a£[irroed. 

Read  tlve  feveral  Rills  on  the  Table. 

Mr.  Fozard's  Divorce  bill  paffed  the  Committee  of  tlw 
whole  Hottfe,  and  was  ordered  to  be  fead  a  third  tiipe  o» 
Thurfday*    Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Nov.  28. 

Mr.  Hunter f  from,  the  Tax  O^ce,  appeared  at  the  bar,  ami 
pFefeofted.  an  accouat  of  the  amount  of  the  AlTeifQd  Taies  for 
one  year,  ending  on  the  5th  of  April,  i^oy. 

A^fo  an  acQount  of  tbe  amount  of  the  Window  Tax. 

Alfo  aa  account  of  the  numbev  of  p^foos;  who  pay  die 
Afiefled  Taxes,  djftinguiihing  the  fame  into  feveral  claSss* 

Mf .  fi/l»r  h  Q^h^  up  an  acQo«tnt  qf  the  diffirmnt  fums  of 
money  that  had  been  ifllied  in  confeqqcnce  of  AddiefTes  of  thia 
Houie  tp^  bis;  Majefty,  and;  which  had  not  as^  yet  been  miade 
good  by-  FarKameojr. 

Thefe  feyecali  accounts  weiie  tead,  and  ordered  to  be  priivteot 
foe  the  ufe  pC  the  Members. 

Mtr  Mfkai^t  brouflht  up  tKe  %^(xi\  on  tbe  Sootch.  DiAillcry 

ftlj. 
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Billy  which,  on  the  rhotiori  of  Mr.  Pitt,  was  ordeml  to  be 
taken  inta  forther  conHdenition  to-morrow. 

Tht^Chanc^Utfr  tftht  Exdhe^tier  then  faid,  that  forcfectng  it 
wouldf  be  knpbfflble  that  iril  the  papers  and  accounts,  which  it 
was  bis  defire  fliould  be  before  tlje  Houfc,  previous  to  his  en- 
tering fatther  info  the  detail  of  his  Financial  Operations  for 
the  enftting  y^r,  could  be  in  a  fufficicnt  ftate  of  reatlinefs  be- 
fore Friday  nexf^  he  muft  beg  leave  to  poftpone  till  that  day, 
bis  intended  motion  on  the  fnbjeft. 

Mr.  HuJJiy  faid,  that  as  thertght  honourable  Gentleman 
thought  proper  to  defer  th«  fiirthcf  confideralion  of  his  Finan- 
cial Plair  toa  later  day,  he  trufteJ  that  the  feriouS  importance 
of  the  fubje£l  to  which  he  now  wiflied  to  allude,  would  enfure 
to  him  the  indulgent  attention  of  the  Houfe,  to  a  few  obferva- 
tions,  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  offer  on  the  occafion.  He 
muft,  in  the  firft  place,  obfervej  that  when  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  brought  forward  his  new  financial  plan,  he, 
contrary  to  all  ufual  and  efiabliflied  cudom,  did  not  follow  it 
up  by  moving  any  fpecific  Rcfolutions.  He  had  moreover  in- 
finuatedy  that  if  his  plan  was  obje^ed  to,  the  objedlions  that 
were  made  to  it  (hould  have  no  weight,  unle(s  thofe  who 
uj^d  them  could  fuggeft  a  lefs  objedtionahl^  and  more  pradti. 
cal  plan,  than  that  which  he  himfelf  had  propofed ;  if  any, 
fuch  plan  were  now  to  be  propbfed,  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman might  alfo  fay,  tliat  the  propofal  came  too  bte.  The 
dread  of  this  obfervation  (hould  not,  however,  deter  him 
Ikom. declaring  to  the  Houfe  what  is  and  had  been  his  opinion 
€m  the  fubjed.  It  was  with  ibrrow,  therefore,  he  had  to  ob* 
ferye,  diat  the  Land-tax  Bill  had  been  hurried  through  the 
Houfe  without  any  attention  having  been  paid  to  it  as  a  fubjedl 
of  new  taxation— it  was  now  in  one  of  its  laft  Aages  in  another 
Houfe,  where,  if  it  was  thought  expedient,  fome  ^ftacle  might 
be  made  to  its  further  progrefs  ;  if  then,  from  any  accident,  it 
ihouid  again  be  brought  under  the  confideration  of  this  Houfe, 
it  was  his  opinion  the  tax  (hould  not  remain  as  it  now  flood, 
at  four  fliiWngs,  but  (hould  be  fo  encreafed  as  to  compafs  every 
obje£t  which  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the  State  rendered  the 
accompli(hment  of  inevitable  neceflity.  Land,  in  his  opinion, 
aflfbrded  a  better  fund  of  fupply  than  any  other  which  co^ld 
now  poifibly  be  reforted  to. 

ThcChanc^Uor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  was  not  now  djfpoTed 
to  difcufs  what  was,  or  what  was  not,  the  ieaft  objefliohable 
mode  of  raifmg  the  nccefpiry  fupplics-— on  thai  fuggefted  by  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  he  would  deliver  no  opinion,  nor  did 
he  think  thjit  it  was  altogether  orderly  on  the  part  of  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  to  have  alluded  to  the  duty  and  pro* 
cce^ings  of  anotlier  Houfe  of  Parliament* 

Mr. 


r 


Not.  z8.I        W00t>f  ALL'S  PARUAM«NTARY  ItEPORTS.  14^ 

Mr.  Alderman  Lu/i'tHgton  prefented  a  petition  from  the  Se* 
creury  of  the  African  Company,  praying  that  the  Houfe  would 
continac  to  grant  to  them  the  (ime  pecuniary  relief  which  they 
had  for  feveral  years  pad  been  accuftomed  to  grant,  and  that 
they  wonid  be  pleafed  to  encreafe  it  in  proportion  to  the  en- 
creafed  expences  to  which  the  Company  had  been  expofed  io 
confequence  of  the  protradcd  profecution  of  the  war. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  begged  Itave  to  defer  tlie  motion  which  he 
intended  to  have  brought  forward  that  day,  till  the  next, 
efpecialiy  as  the  rfght  honourable  Gentlemaa  (Mr.  Pitt)  had 
poftponed  the  farther  developement  of  his  financial  proje£t.— * 
Agreed  to.        ^ 

The  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Crown  having  appeared  at  the 
Bar  with  the  return  lately  niade  of  the  eleftion  of  a  Buigeft  Xa 
fcrve  in  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Tcwkdbury, 

Mr.  Bragge  moved  that  the  return  be  now  read,  which  be^* 
jng  read  accordingly,  he  entered  into  feveral  legal  arguments* 
to  prove  that  no  ele^ion  had  properly  taken  place,  as  no  pro- 
clamation had  been  inade  within  the  time  prefcribed  by  zSt  of 
Parliament ;  he  therefore  y/ou Id  now  move,  "  That  the  i>peaker 
do  now  ifliic  his  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  for  the 
eie£lionof  a  burgefs  to  ferve  in  Parliament,  in  the  room- of 
William  Dowdefwell,  Efq.  who .  has  accepted  the  place  of 
Governor  of  Bahama  Iflands." 

Mr^  Martin  feconded  the  motion. 
.  The  Mafler  of  the  Rolls  oppofed  tlic  motion,  as  contrary  to 
the  fpiritof  Mr.  Grenville's  Bill  ;  he  himfelf  had  affifted  in 
drawing  up  that  bill,  and  in  his  opinion,  the  preient  cafe  irz,% 
includ^  in  its  proviftons.  He  would  therefore  inove,  as  an 
amendment,  to  leave  out  the  words  that  ftood  after  "  That," 
in  the  original  motion,  and  to  fubftitute  in  their  (lead,  **  Tbofc 
who  queuion  the  prefeht  return  fbould  queftion  the  fame 
within  fourteen  days  from  the  return  of  the  writ  into  the 
Crown  OflSce." 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feconded  the  amendment^ 
which  after  a  few  obfervations  from  the  Spe^^ker,  the  MaAet 
of  the  Rolls,  and  Mr.  Brag5e,was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  faid,  that  h\i  thought  it  material  not  to  difmifs 
the  prcfent  fuhjeft  without  intimating  to  thofe  concerned  in 
it,  that  though  the  indulgence  of  the  Houfe  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  cenfure  the  Returning  Officers  for  any  thing 
like  corruption  or  partiality,  or  any  other  unworthy  and  in*. 
direfl  motive,  yet  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  admonidi  them  of  the 
inadvertency  and  ignorance  of  the  laws  which  they  had  betray- 
ed on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Vol.  I.  1797.  li  The 
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The  Navy  and  Army  Scdudion  Bill  being  read  a  third  time 
and  pafTed, 

.  Lord  Btlgrave  brought  in  a  hill  to  cxpTain  and  amend'  the 
7th  of  King  William.  The  bill  was  ririid  a  firft  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  fecond  lime  on  Monday,     Adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS, 
'  Wednesday,  Nov.  29.  - 

Heard  counfel  in  an  appeal  from  Scoilond,  in  which  Sarali 
Aglianby^  other  wife  Lowthian,  widow,  the  reli<a  of  Richard 
Ix>wthis)n,  of  Stafibld,  E(q.  deceafcd,  ,is  ap|>eHant ;  and 
Gedrgc  Rofs,  the  nephew,  and  heir  at  law  (>f  the  faul  Richaro 
Lowthian,  John  Maxwell,  and  WeJwood  Maxwell,  Efq.  his 
truftees,.  and  oiher  pcrfons,  the  repiefentatives  of  the  faid 
Richard  Lowthian,  are  rcfpondents. 

Read  the  bills  upon  the  table. — Adjourned^  * 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Kov.  29. 
Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  that  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
moved  that  the  Commiflioneis  of  Taxes  !-»€  called  to  the  bar,  to 
lay  before  tlic  Houfe  an  account  of  all  taxes  for  fooic  time 
part,  and  to  give  to  the  Houfe  fuch  other  information  as  might 
be  in  their  power  to  givt,  and  ncceffary  for  the  Houfe  to  re- 
ceive ;  but  there  had  happened  that  morning  a  circumftance 
that  had  prevented  him  from  making  that  motion.  A  paper, 
purportinn;  to  be  the  genuine  a6t  of  tlie  Executive  Dire(Soiy 
of  France*  was  publilncd,  the  objedl  of  which  was  to  explain 
to  all  Europe  its  intention  of  invading  this  country,  as  being 
the  bed  mode  of  brincjing  the  conteft  to  a  conclufion ;  that  it 
is  their  intention  to  cftablifli  what  they  call  the  Freedom  of 
the  Seas,  which  was,  in  other  words,  the  dertruQion  of  our 
naval  power ;  and  alfo  to  make  this  countrv  pay  the  expence 
of  the  conteft,  which  was,  in  other  wolds,  to  make  this  coun- 
try tributary  to  the  French.  Upon  fuch  an  occafibn,  and  un* 
der  fuch  circumftanccs,  he  felt  it  incumbent  on  bins  as  a  Mem- 
ber of  that  Houfe,  and  a  well-widieV  to  this  country,  not  to 
prefs  any  thing  that  could  tend  to  ihew  that  there  exifted  at 
this  time  any  diflention  in  the  Houfe.  therefore,  aitiiough 
he  was  exttemely  defirous  to  liave  the  information  which  he 
believed  the  Commiflioneis  could  fupply  the  Houfe  With,  he 
ihouki  not  prefs  his  motion  ;  he  was  contented  with  having 
freely  and  honeftly  dated  his  rcafons  for  declining,  it* 

♦  Vide  Appendix. 

7T^ 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  E^cherjuer  tboiight  it  neccOary  that  he 
/bould  detain  the  Houfc  by  cicliveruig  a  f«w,  and  they  ihould 
be  very  few,  words  ujx)n  this  fubjeft.     The  motives  of  the  4. 

'  honourable  Baronet  for  not  taking  a  rtcp  which,  in  his  opinion, 

tended  todilturb  that  difpofition  which  marked  the  unanimity 

j  of  the  Houfe,  he  fliould  not  difpute/  doubtlefs  they  operated 

with  him  as  reafon^  for  declining  his  motion.  But  when  the 
honourable  Baionet  afligncd  the  lart  proclamation  of  the  Di-^ 

I  rt-dtory  as  one  on  which  his  motives  were  founded,  he  could 

■  not  help  obferving  that  the  DirciSlory  had  fet  forward  by  that. 

I  proclamation  nothing  but  what  ihey  had  formerly  and  frequent- 

ly avowed,  and  there  was  hardly  a  man  in  this  country,  or  in 
Europe,  to  whom  thefc  fentiments  of  the  Direftory  was  new. 
It  was  not  the  firft  time  they  had  ftaled  ihemfelves  to  be  placed 
at  lh/5  head  of  a  con fpi racy  to  obtain  what  they  call  the  freedom 
of  the  feaS|  that  was  the  (lcftru6^ion  of  our  naval  power,  and 

I  avotwed  an  hatred  to  our  Government,  and  had  dated  not  only 

how  much  we  ihall  he  obliged  to  pay  for  our  own  defence,  but 
tpr  opr  ranfom  ;  and  tlicfe  are  their  ohjcfts  for  continuing  the 
war.     He  thought  he  might  fay  that  the  honourable  Baionet^ 
although  only  convinced  that  mornmg  of  tl>c  objeS  of  the  cne- 
ipy,  was.ooly  convinced  of  that  which  was  the  confirmed  opi- 
nion of  ala>o.(l  the  whole  of  this  nation  Jonig  ago.     He  was 
glad*  however,  that  the  honourable  Baronet  was  at  jaft  con- 
vinced^ and  he,  in  comnion  with  the  Houfe^  rejoiced  that 
the  Direftory  had  renewed  their  avowal  of  this  fpirit  by  their  . 
laft  proclamation,  becanfc  it  kept,  us  on  our  guard,  and  let  us 
know  what  we  are  to  rruft  to.     At  the  fame  time  it  was  b.ut* 
fair  that  he  (bould  fay,  that  if  he  felt  the  fame  ncceffity  for  the  * 
attendance  of  the  Cocpmiflioners  as  the  hgnourable  Baronet  - 
did»  if  be  drew  the  fame  inference  with  rcJ*|jefl  to  thp  materi- 
ality of  the  information  of  the  Commiffioners  as  the  honourable 
JBaronet  did,  he  (hould  certainly  perfill  in  making  his  motion. 
He  (hould  therefore  be  forry  to  find  that  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet should  be  deterred  from  bringing  his  motion  forward  for 
the  reafons  which  he  had  affigned  for  declining.     He  (hould 
add,  however,  tliat  if  the  motion   was  brought  forward,  he 
(bouid  oppoie  it ;  not  becaufe  he  thought  it  dangerous  in  the 
view  which  the  honourable  Baronet  had  of  it,  but  becaufe  he 
thought  it  would  be  unneceffary  ;  not  that  bethought  the  Com-  . 
miffioners  could  give  the. honourable  Baronet  no  information, 
but  that  theHoufe  and  every  member  in  it  was  as  competent 
to  form  a  judsrment  of  what  ought  to  be  done  to  fupport  the- 
Siate  as  the  Commiffioners  were.     The  fubjeft  was  to  be  dif-  • 
cufled  upon  a  view  of  the  general  (late  of  all  claiTes  of  perfons  . 

I i  a  '  In ' 
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in-diis  cx>iintry9  which  was  tiuTtter  for  general  reafoning,  upon 
which  it  was  not  reipedfol  to  the  Houfe  to  fnppofe  that  the 
-Commiffioners  of  Taxes  were  better  prepared  to  form  a  conclo- 
lion  than  Members,  of  that  Hbufe.  He  moft  add,  however, 
that  the  )a/l  proclamation  of  the  Dirc£tory  h^d  not,  in  his  opi- 
nion, altered  the  cafe  in  the  lead  degree.   - 

Sir  *j9hn  Siaclair  (aid^  he  had  not  altered  the  opinion  he  had 
delivered  as  to  the  importance  of  the  laft  manifefto  of  the  Di- 
re^ory.  He  had  indeed  ic*d  the  other  papers  to  which  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  alluded,  and  from  which  he  did 
not  draw  the  fame  inference  as  from  the  laft.  He  owned  ihey 
M  not  make  the  fame  imprelBon  upon  his  mind  as  they  did  on 
that  of  the  rignt  Konotirablc  Gentleman.  However,  as  the 
Minifter  paid  more  attention  to  thefe  papers  than  was  poffible 
for  many  other  Members  of  the  Houfe  to  do  conCftcntlj  with 
their  other  avocations,  it  was  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  he  un- 
derftood  them  better.  But  fince  the  right  honourable  Genilc- 
nian  thought  that  the  motion  ought  not  to  be  withdrawn,  he 
]iad  the  authority  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  for  fo 
doing. 

Ine  ChaneeUor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped  that  die  honourable 
Baronet  would  remember  what  he  faid.  He  did  not  think  the 
mottcn  proper,  and  therefore,  if  it  was  made,  he  (houM  op- 
pofeh;  for  he  had  only  faid,  that  the  reafon  which  the  ho* 
uourablc  baronet  alledged  for  declining  it  did  not  appear  to  him 
a  g(X)d  one. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  deferred  to  Friday. — 
Adfoumed* 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thursday,  Nov.  30. 

The  royal  ^flent  was  given  by  commiffion  (the  firft  time 
this  feffion)  to  the  following  public  Bills : 

The  Land  Tax,  the  Malt  Tax,  the  Bank  Reftriaion,  the 
Scott  Bank  Notes,  and  theCambrick  Impoft  Prohibition  Btlb.' 

The  Lords  Commiffioners  on  this  occafion  wcrci  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Arcbbi(hop  of  Canterbury,  and  Earl  Spenter. 

The  feveral  Bills  Upon  Hut  table  were  forwarded  in  their 
teipe£tive  ftages. 

SCOTS   APPEAL. 

Sarah  Aglianby,  rtXi&  of  Richard  Lowthian,  of  Staffold,  v, 
John  Maxwell,  crf'Terraughly,  Efa.  George  Rors,  and  others. 
'  Mr.  7W/f ,  fecond  Counfei  fof  tne  Appellant  was  heard  on 
that  fide,  asVrere  Meffit.  Grant  and  Jdam  on  the  part  of  the 
Kefpoodent. 

HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  LOROS.         /^  . 

FniDAy,  Ihf.  r.'  '    ^^'  ^^ 

Heard  cciunfcl  on  an  appeal  froni^  3cptland>  ^fid  sead  forn^ 
bills  upon  the  table*  . ,  ,  .  ,^     ., 

Adjourned.  ,,         '      ^  .^ 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.      •  •' 

Fiu'day,  jDf^.  X. 

The  Houfe  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Committee. to  Uy  the 

Dierits  of. tbe  Newton  KIcdIon  petition.  ,     i       , , 

.  The  Chancellor  of  tbe  Excheqiur  poAponed  liis  fiirtbev  pra* 

pofitions  refpeding  the  oi^gns  t}f  Taifing  a  Supply^  to  JV}oa«- 

day  next.— Acljourxied. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Saturday,  Dec.  2. 

The  royal  iflcbt  was  given  by  commiflion  to  the  bill  for 
continuing  tbe  ail  of  la(l  fefiion,  for  the  prevention  and  par- 
niihment  of  attempts  to  feduce  any  of  his  Majcfty's  forces 
by  fcH  and  land  from  their  duty  and  allegiaoce ;  and  ^fo  ta 
the  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  iflue  cf  promttli»ry 
notes. 

The  Lords  Commiffiorters  on  this  occafion  were  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterburyy  the  Lord  Chancellory  and  Earl  SfetUern 

The  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwarded  in  their  refpec- 
tive  (lag^s,  and  fome  arrangen^ents  were  made  with  refpedt 
to  the  hearing  of  appeals, 

THE    ROYAL    PROCESSION. 

The  Dukeof  Pflrz/awi/.prcfentcd  a  McflTage  from  his  Ma- 
j^fty,  intimating  his  royal  intention  of  ▼ifiting  the  Cathedral 
of  St.  PauU  with  his  two  Houfes  of  Parliament^  onTve^f 
the  t9th  inftant,  to  return  thanko  to  the  Divina  Provi- 
dence, &c.   .  *-   •  . 

His  Grace  then  moved  2,  fui-tad^lQ  Addrefs  to  his  Majefty 

upon  the  occaGon  ;  together  with  a  long  (I ring  of  reft>lkitions» 

refpefling  the  attendanco  oftheip^ordfbips,  the  order  of  tho 

proceffion,  &c.  &c.  all  which,  were  unanimoully  agrc^  to 

.  by  t)\e  Houfe. 

Their  Lordflilps  are  to  Uttcijd  :}^j^.  Majcfty  .on.  the  abavd 
occaGon  in  their  robes^  agre^a^ly^o  the  pfeced^ni  of  Q]ice» 

Anne's 
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Anne's  proceflion  in  1706.  This  form  was  not  adopted  iq 
the  procellion  of  1789* 

After  making  the  above  crdersi  the  Houfe  adjourned  to 
TueiUay  next. 

HOUSE  OF  (Commons. 

Saturday,  D^c,  2. 

At  half  part  ^'4>  the  Houfe  met.  , 

Mr.  ^arme^  Yeoman  Uflier  of  the  Black  Rod,  defired 
thp  attenBaxice  of  the  Commons  in  the  Houfe*of  Peers,  to 
hear  the  commiffion  read  for  giving  his  Majefty's  afltnt  to 
feveral  ads  of  Parliament.  The  Speaker  went  to  the  Honfc 
of  LordSy  and  on  his  return  ftatcd,  that  the  royal  aflent  had 
been  gtven  to  the  Small  note  billi  and  the  Scotch  difUllcrjr 
bill. — Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,   Dec.  4. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  for  an  account  of  the  Aflcfled  Taxes,  for 
the  year  1797,  up  to  the  5th  of  April,  1798,  as  far  as  the 
cftimates  could  be  made.  This  account  was  ordered,  and 
was  afterwards  prefent^  by  a  pcrfon  from  the  Tax-oflSce, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Lord  Belgrave  poftponed  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  fecond 
reading  of  a  bill  to  regulate  the  Treating  Aft  of  Willian^ 
III.  till  the  next  day. 

'  Upon  the  motion  of  the  Chancelhr  cf  Oh  Exchequer^  the 
erd^of  the  day  for  caHing  over  the  names  ef  the  xlefaulters 
on  Friday  lad,  was  difcharged. 

KEW.  FINANCE    SCHEME. 

The  Houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  Mr.  Hohart  in  the  chair,  and  the  accounts  pre-  . 
fcnted  by  Mr.  Hunter  from  the  Tax-office,  on  Wednefilay 
and  Friday  lad,  were  referred  to  the  faid  Committee. 

ASSESSED  TAXES. 

The  Chancellor  •fihe  Exchequer  lofe,  and  fpoke  to  the  fol- 
lowing effed :  Having  upon  a  former  day  fo  fully  ftated  to 
ihe  Committee  the  leading  principles  of  the  plan  by  which 
it  is  propofed  to  raife  the  uipplies  for  the  prefent  year,  what 
I  have  now  to  offer  will  be  confined  wiihin  a  much  narrower 
cpjmpafs,  ai^d  will  coaCft  in  a  detail  of  the  particulars  of 

wha,t 
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what  has  been  already  ftated  in  the  outlme.  Before  I  prgi 
ceed,  however,  in  this  detailed  explanation,  I  wiih  to  reca- 
pitulate ihortly  to  the  Committee  the  general  grounds  on 
which  the  plan  I  have  propofed  is  brought  forward,  and  the 

?rinciplc$  on  which  its  expediency  onght  to  be  determined- 
t  is  univerfally  felt  th^t  great  2nd  imufual  exertions  are  ne- 
ceffary  ;  it  is  felt  that  this  neceffJty  is  impofed  upon  us' by  no 
aS,  by  no  choice  of  our  own ;  it  is  manifcft  to  the  world 
that  the  ftrirggle  we  have  to  maintam,  and  the  facrificeswc 
are  called  upon  to  make,  are  rendered  inevitable  by  the  un- 
fliaken  obflinacy,  by  the  inveterate  animofity,  aftd  the  infa- 
tiable  ambition  of  the  enemy  with  whom  we  contend.  It  is* 
now  proved  beyond  difpute,  that  the  natuj-e  of  the  conteft  is 
fuch,  that  whatever  efforts  may  be  required,  whatever  facri- 
ftces  may  be  neceflary,  it  is  oirr  duty  to  exert  them  to  the 
fulleft  extent  'which  the  exigency  may  demand,  and  if  we 
poffefs  the  fmalleft  fpark  of  the  fpirit  of  freemen,  if  we  retain 
any  remains  of  the  charaftcr  of  Englilhraen,  we  cannot  he- 
fitate  in  our  determination.  Since  we  are  called  upon  to 
make  fuch  exertions,  we  have  likewife  the  fatisfadion  of 
knowing,  upon  a  review  of  the  means  which  we  polTefs  to 
fecond  the  refolution  we  are  compelled  to  adopt,  that  in  every 
criterion  of  real  wealth,  of  radical  ftrengih,  of  unimpaired 
.  vigour  and  refource,  to  oppofe  the  unjuft  pretenfions  of  an 
implacable  enemy,  there  never  was  a  period  in  which  a  na^ 
tion  was  better  prepared  to  maintain  fo  important  a  conteft. 
With  fuch  means  in  oiir  power,  I  would  likewife  bring  to 
the  recolleflion  of  the  Committee  the  objeds  which  we  ought 
10  keep  in  view  in  the  mode  we  employ  of  brihging  them 
into  a6lion.  I  would  defire  you  to  recolleft  the  importance 
of  raifmg  at  leaft  fome  part  of  the  fupplies  of  the  year,  with- 
out making  too  large  additions  to  the  capital  of  the  funded 
debt.  It  is  on  the  embarralfment  of  the  funding  fyftem  that 
the  hopes  of  the  enemy  are  founded.  If  therefore  we  are  de- 
firous  to  make  the  neceflTai^y  exertion,  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
will  bcft  tend  to  difappoint  the  hopes  which  the  enemy  have 
conceived,  and  to  gain  the  objeft  which  we  have  in  view, 
we  (hall  find  that  it  is  our  true  policy  to  prevent  fuch  an  ac- 
<umt)lation  of  funded  debt  in  the  market  as  would  depreciate 
the  public  fecuritics  at  prefcnt,  and  entail  fudi  permanent 
burdens  as  might  cripple  the  exertions  of  the  ftate  at  fotne 
ititure  period.  Such  then  is  the  general  outline  of  the  obje£t 
which  the  plan  I  have  propofed  profeffes  to  have  in  view- 
From  the  principle  on  which'ir  proceeds^  follows  this  natir. 

raV 
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ral.conclufiony  that  we  are  bound  to  attempt  to  ralfc  within 
the  y^ar  fiich  part  of  the  fupplies  for  the*  public  fcrvicey  as 
lyiU  confine  the  funding  fyfiem  within  proper  limits,  and 
guau'd  againfi  the  confequcnces  which  might  be  apprehended 
from  its  excefs«  If  too  we  look  at  the  prcfent  ftate  of  pub- 
lic fioancg,  at  the  means  of  giving  it  vigour  and  ftability,  if 
we  look  at  the  means  of  ihrengthening  and  perpetuating  the 
refpurces  on  which  the  greatnefs  of  the  empire  is  founded, 
vHi  (hall  be  convinced  that  it  is  important  to  confider  in  that 
part  of  the  fupplies  which  a  loan  may  be  employed  to  pro=- 
-vide,  what  meafures  may  be  taken  to  prevent  that  accumula- 
tiooi  and  whether  fome  new  modes  of  redemption  may  not 
be  introduced  to  prevent  a  perpetuation  of  the  burdens  to  be 
incurred.  Proceeding  upon  thefe  principles  then  it  remains 
to  be  dircuHedy  what  criterion  is  to  be  taken  in  order  to  fix 
the  plan  by  which  the  fnpply  is  to  be  raifed.  I  foriiierly 
fisted  that  for  the  purpofe  of  fixing  the  proportions  in  vvhich 
the  burden  fhould  be  iropofed,  an  univerfal  call  for  the  dif* 
clofure  of  property  would  be  inconvenient  and  imprudent. 
Theqneftion  then  is,  what  is' the  befl  mode  of  fixing  the 
proportions,  according  to  which  each  individual  fhall  be 
called  upon  to  contribute  ?  As  a  firil  criterion  of  the  means 
and' ability  of  thofe  on  whom  the  burden  ought  to  fall,  I 
thought  none  more  fair  and  reafonable  than  the  rate  of  the 
aifefled  taxes ;  a  mode,  however,  fubjc£i  to  abatement  and 
modification,  according  as  particular  applications  might  de- 
mand. As  a  reafon  for  adopting  this  criterion,  I  ftated  that 
thefe  taxes  virere  drawn  from  a  very  numerous  clafs,  that  they, 
.were  paid  by  about  800,000  maAers  of  families,  including, 
a  population  probably  of  about  four  millions^  Thi^  mode 
was  likewife  preferred,  becaufe  it  exempts  altogether  from 
contribution  two  or  three  millions  of  the  poorer -claflrcs, 
whom  it  would  be  a  principal  objecl  in  any  meafure  of  taxa- 
tion, to  favour  and  relieve.  In  the  next  place,  the  payment 
of  thefe  taxes,  in  their  difFibrent  combinations  of  neceifary  or 
more  voluntary  expenditure,  may  afford  a  fair  criterion  of 
the  ability  of  the  contributors,  and  the  proportions  in  whiclr 
they  ought  to  be  called  upon-  The  third  objefl;  to  be  con- 
iidered,  is,  the  means  of  modification  which  this  principle 
admits  in  the  cafes  where  its  appticatiou  might  be  op^reflive 
or  unequal. 

What  then  is  tl)e  manner  in  which  the  burden  is  propofed 
to  be  dlftributcd?  Fronj  the  coufideration  of  this  [X)int,  the 
Coqimittef  will  be  able  ft)  judge^  whether  or  not,  it  includer 
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the  means  of  ^ffpr^ing  relief  and  mitigation  to  thofe  olaflcs 
whom  it  is  aq  obje<El  ot  importance  to  f^^vour.  Gekitlemen  will 
recollect  that  I  formerly  ftatc^  the  ninovint  of  the  ASk{bi 
Taxes  to  be  2>700,qooU  to  this  there  will  be  (bme  aulditioiiy 
as  the  whole  of  what  had  .been  impofed  Jaft  year^  thoi^gb  in^  \i 
train  of  colleflion,  had  not  yet  readHKl  ihe  Treafunr.  .  This," 
from  the  receipts  already  colledted^  tp  tb(^  amount  of  fouf-^fifths, 
might  on  the  vvhole  be  edimated  at  6oO)POOl.<  Ffom' the 
completed  information  which  could  be  derived  from  th<(  papers 
upon  the  tabic,  fvch  roigbt  be  the  amount  of  the  produce  of 
thefe  taxes,  '  They  ,confirt  of;  two  kinds.  The  Houfe  Tax, 
Inhabited  Houfes,  vonimutaticm^i^r  old  Duty^  with  the  ad*, 
dition  at  per  cents,  amount  to  a, 500,0001.  The  remaining 
1,300,0031.  arifes  froni  Male  Servants,  Horfes,  Carri^i^^ 
Dogs,  and  V\^atches.  Upon  the  latter  dafs,  it  is  piopofed  ia 
general  to  triple  the  Affeffmcnt^,  and  to  modify  the  former  in  - 
proportion  as  they  are  combined  with  the  pavment  of  thofq  of 
the  latter  defcription.  *  In  the  former  clafs,  it  is  now  propofed 
to  include  Dogs  arid  Watches,  though  they  are  properly  com- 
prehended in  the  latter.  The  reafon  of  this  is  that,  although 
in  proportion  to  their  number,  they  might  be  conudered  as  a 
tell  of  wealth,  yet,  there  are  many  cafes  where  one  only  is, 
kept  by  perfons  paying  the  Houfe  Duty.  It  would  be  unequal^ 
therefore,  to  impofe  the  triple  rate  in  cafes  where  Dogs  and 
Watches  were  only  kept  in  that  fmall  proportion  which  docs 
not  furnifh  any  tell  of  the  ability  of  the  contributor,  .  This 
arrangement,  however,  will  occafjon  no  defalcation.  It  will 
only  extend  the  modification  to  thofe  cafes  where  it  is  moft  to 
be  defired,  that  the  burthen  fhould  fall  as  light  as  poifible. 

After  taking  notice  of  this  diftinflion,  I  (hall  now  proc^ej^ 
to  ftate  what  is  the  mode  propofed  for  fixing  the  rate,  \n  thofe 
cales  where  it  is  not  intended 'to  impofe  the  triple  afleflmenU 
Where  the  Hoofe,  Window,-  Dog.  and  Watch  Taxes,  alone 
,  are  hard,  it  is  not  intended  to  apply  the  triple  afieiTment  unlefs 
the  amount  be  more  than  3I.  Where  not  more  than  ll.  of 
afleflbd  taxes  is  paid,  it  is^  propofed,  that  the  proportioVi  fhall  be. 
no  more  than  one  half  of  the  prefent  rate.  From  il.  to  2I. 
only  fingle  rate,  and  from  2I.  to  3I.  a  double  rate.  By  confi* 
dering  the  manner  in  which  this  mitigation  applies,  and  tlie 
numUsr  of  perfons  whom  it  comprehends,  the  Committee  will 
be  able  to  judge  of  the  extent  of  relief  which  it.  will  afibrd.  In 
order  to  place  this  matter  in  a  more  fthkSng  point  of  Ttew,  £ 
ihall  ftate  how  many  are  comprehended  in  the  clafs  in  whofo 
fiivour  it  will  operate.  I  have  already  dated  that  the  Av6ole 
contributors  to  the  afiefled  taxes,  are  about  800,0009  out  of 
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l\iefeAei:e  will  (>e  330*000  who  will  pav  no  more  than  halY 
a,  rate,  and  confequ'cntly  only  bhe  fixth  of  tlie  geiifcraf  ave'rngd 
aJ3(litioi\al  arfcffment.  It  will  llkewife  be  fbuncT  that  136,006 
will  pay  oiUy  the  fingle  tate,  anci.7C)jOc6  only  thfe  double  ;  fo 
that  there  are  530,000  to  >^HiorA  the  abdteitieift.on  the  firft  ratci 
will  api^v*  After  reviewing  the  vV!\ole  amouht  of  the  produce! 
df  thp  afRfliiieht,  and  tlie  iabatemciitu  which  it  may  be  ikVcfltary 
tb  allow  J  It  will  he  feen,  that  the  diminution  uj^n  the  whol^ 
Will  be  lefs  thxih  the  amount  of  the  farti  originally  rfeffcrVed  up- 
on this  head. 

In  order  to  attain  the  gr^at  6bje<ft  for  which  it  is  fcfientiat  td 
j5rbvide,.that  df  fecuring  the  eifecicncy  of  the  means  of  raifing 
the  fupply,  and  at  the  Hime'time  preventing  the  butden  from 
prefling  too  feve^ejy  on  thofe  whom  it  is  important  to  reiicvc^ 
another  abatement  will  be  found  expedient.  Before  I  proceed^ 
however,  I  rtlould  iiekt  ftatc,  that  it  is  proj)ofed,  to  thofe  who 
pay  riot  only  the  Houfe  dnd  Window,  t'le  Dog  and  Watch 
Taxi  but  alio  the  other  defcriplion  of  aflcffed  fajCcs,  ftiouH  pay 
trie  triple  afleffmeiit,  tdkiilg  3!.  to  be  tlie  poitlt  at  whicft  this 
rate  h  to  commence  ;  it  is  cileai*  that  this  cbTs  Cannot  apply  to 
^arty  who  pay  any  confidcrable  (hare  of  the  voluntary  or  lux- 
liribus  dsfcHptlon  of  aflefled  tsrxes.  Thofp  who  pay  all  the! 
afleried  takes  ih  all  their  refpeftive  hejids,  h  h  hlteilcJed  (hall 
jjay  the,  triple  rate.  In  thlsclafs  thtre  will  be  no  abatement 
required,  but  oU  the  cdnttary,  the  contributors  will  be  fubje^ 
to  an  Ihcfeafe  iti  proportion  as  tile  qilaiitqm  which  they  pay 
(uppbfcs" their  ability  ;  at  whar  rate  Of  expenditure  this  en* 
create  of  Contribntioli  may  be  impofed,  it  is  importible  to  Cay 
^Ith  accuracy,  but  the  bert  information  \Vhich  diligent  enquiry 
<;an  aftord,  will  enable  us  to  determine  with  a  coniiderable  de- 
gree of  exadlnefs.  Thofe  poflcfled  of  a  ihoufaitd  a  year  ah<t 
upwards,  will  probably  come  under  the  delcription  to  whonl 
tht  incrcafed  rate  will  apply  i  thofe  under  30I.  of  arteflecl 
taxes  being  fixed  at  the  triple  rate ;  from  qoI.  to  ^ol.  it  is  pro- 
pofed  that  the  rate  fhould  be  three  and  a  half  inftead  of  three^ 
and  where  rilore  than  50I.  it'  is  propofed  to  raife  it  to  a  qua^ 
drupfe  afleffmeiit; 

The  plati  thus  is  f9undeJ  to  dl tribute  the  pi'oportion  of 
contribution  according  to  the  rate  of  the  prefent  afTefrment, 
and  tlie  ability  which  the  yario-us  modes  in  which  thcfe  taxes 
arc  paid  may  be  fuppofed  to  infer.  Still,  however,  fome  farther 
conneflioh  will  be  ncceflary  to  prevent  the  burden  falling  too 
hard  uporf  thofe  claffes  which  it  may  be  wife  and  propci*  to  re- 
lieve, ft  IS  well  known  that  the  amount  of  the  Houfe  Tax 
preffei  much  more  feverely  uj)ou  the  inhabitants  of  the  Me- 

Hopoliv 
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tropolis^  and  of  large  cities,  upon,particul$r  trades,  than  upoii 
the  fame  claffes  in  thd  country  \  that  to  perfons  of  the  fam«  ' 
Income,  in* different  fitiiations,  the  burden  would  prefs  vrith 
the  mod  vexatious  and  intolerable  inequality.  The  6nly 
modeof  corre^ion  which  this  inequality  will  admit  is  to  allow  . 
tin  abat<!ment  below  the  charge,  on  the  clafs  to  which  the 
parties  entitled  to  jt  belong,  upon  a  declaration,  not  that 
their  income  is  confined  to  ^  certain  funri,  but  that  it  does 
pot  exceed  that  fum  below  which  it  may  be  advi fable  to  al- 
low fome  mitigation. ,  In  any  cafe  where  the  rate  of  the 
houfe-tax  would  exceed  a  certain  proportion  of  a  man's  in- 
come, it  is  propofed  then  that  he  (hall  be  relieved  by  com- 
miflioners  to  be  appcdnted  for  the  purpofe,  in  proportion  to 
the  rate  of  income  correfpomiing  to  the  clafs  to  which  he 
will  belong.  Thus  if  any  perfon  makes  it  appear  that  he  is 
not  wtrth  6ol.  a  year,  he  will  be  entitled  to  total  exemption. 
Where  the  income  is  6ol.  and  below  th^ir  fum  which  it  is 
Intended  to  regulate,  the  amount  of  the  affeffment  will  not 
exceed  one  x2oth  part  of  the  perfon's  income,  or  ten  fhil- 
Hngs.  Where  from  peculiarity  of  cirgumftances,  from  tho 
nature  of  the  trade  carried  on.  in  the  metropolis  and  in  large 

.i:ities,  perfons  paying  even  half  rate,  it  is  propofed  that  they 
(hould  be  relieved  in  proportion  to  their  incomes,  till  the 
amount  of  incopxe  role  to  200I.  a  year.     Thofe  whofe-  in- 

'  comes  exceed  aool.  a  year,  to  receive  no  abatement  from 
the  triple  rate,  unlefs  they  can  fhew  that  this  ckmand  would 
exceed  a  tenth  of  their  income.  The  (horteft  way  then  wiU 
l?e  to  ftate  the  proportion  of  incooie  and  the  rate  of  afleflment 
to  prove  to  the  Committee  the  extent  of  reduSion  which  the 
propofed  regulations  will  admit } 

Perfopa  affefTed  to  dytics  on  Mile  Servants,  Qarriagc?^  or  HorCes,  eithor 
fepamrcly,  or  with  other  ailclftd  duties,  where  the  amount  qt  the  duties 
fljjfcil  r\q\  exceed  £  30,  (hall  bp  char|»ed  with  a  dyt^  ec^ual  to  three  ^imes 
the  amonunt  thereof. 
£  50>  to  three  and  a  bait'. 
^^ceeding       50,  tp  four  tiroes. 

prrfoiis  aifefled  to  any  of  the  afTeflfcd  duties  now  payable,.  aa<l  not  affefled 

to  the  duties  on  Servants,  Carnages,  apd  Horles,  ^j)ere.the  amount  of 

(h^.  duty  ihaU  U?- -Under  £1  per  anniMp,  (h^il  be  chvgeiipiie  half  th^ 

amount  ih^jreof. 

Under  /^i,  ftailj  be  charged  ecfual'-to  th«  aroot>nfe 

thereufe^ 
'Uilder  iC'3>  (1)^  Recharged  twic«  the  amount. 
....  ^3,  and  upwards,   ihall   be  charged  thrcQ 

'tim<isth«  amount. 
Kk  ».  Peribnt 
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Periept  whofe  aimuml  income  is  lefs  than  661.  ihall  be  exempted  ffbm  the 

additional  duties.    Aiid» 
IWIieretlkeir  inoonie  amounts  to  more  than  6oT.  the  dutfes  to  be  reduced 

in  the  following  proportions . 
Incomti  from  €q  to  65I.  ihall  be  reduced  to  a  fum  not  extecding  one 
laoch  partof  60I,  or  ios« 
70,  .  i-95th 

7S>  •  1.70th 

So,  -  f.65th 

i5#  .  ^  i-6oth 

90,  ^  -  «-55^h 

r  95»  -  i-50th 

too,  -  2-4Sth 

105,  r-  i.4;oth 

iio»  •  X'36tli    . 

ii5»  -  i-36th 

ISO,  -  i-34>th 

115,  .  i-3idth 

130,  .  i-3oth    ' 

135,  -  i.28ih 

140,  -  I  i6ih 

'i45f  -  i-Hth 

150»  -  }-ztdth 

i55t  -  2-aoth 

160,  .  i-i9th 

165,  -  i-x8th 

170,  -  i-i7th 

175»  -  i-i6th 

aSo,  *  i-isth 

1S5,  i-i4th 

190,  -  i-i3th 

X95>  -      ^  1-iith 

Up  to  aooy'  "  i-iith 

100,  andnpgvards»  ixotb,  or  sol. 
Perfons  aflefled  after  the  6th  of  April,  1798,  to  a  greater  amount  than  at 

preftnt)  to  be  fubjc^to  the  additional  duties  therefrom. 
PcrfoDS  not  aflefled  within  the  year  ending  5  April,  1798,  who  fliall  be 
aflefled  in  ajubfequent  year,  to  be  liable  to  the  additional  duties  from 
the  commencement  of  the  year  in  which  they  fhall  be  aflfefled. 
Perfons  fnrcharged  to  pay  the  additional  duties  for  the  amount  of  the 
furcharge. 

The  next  condderation  is  in  what  manner  the  relief  fhall 
be  applied.  So  far  as  it  is  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  rate  of 
aflefled  taxes,  the  fubje^l  admits  of  the  eafieft  calculation  ; 
but  as  to  the  application  of  the  fcaleof  abatement  fome  mode 
muft  be  fixed  in  which  it  is  to  take  place.  All  that  is  pro- 
pofed  to  require  then  of  the  party  claiming  a  mitigation,  is 
no  more  than  a  declaration  ot  his  opinion  of  what  his  income 
may  be.  It  feems  advifeable  that  this  declaration  (hould  take 
place  before  fome  perfons  in  each  parifli  converfant  with  the 
circumftances  of  the  p;irties^  and  qualified  in  fome  meafure 

ta- 
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to  judge  #f  the  fidelity  of  the  declaration.  This  declaratloa 
and  the  degree  of  relief  (hall  afterwards  be  publi(hed»  in 
order  that  there  may  be  an  additional  fecurity  againft  fraiidu- 
lent  declarations*  This  fecurity  cannot  be  deemed  a  hard/htp 
upon  any  man,  nor  be  confidered  a  demand  beyond  what  the 
country  is  intitled  to  impofe.  If  a  man  conceives  his  afleiT- 
ment  to  be  more  than  he  is  able  to  pay^  he  muft  be  contented 
to  declare  what  part  of  his  income  it  will  form>  in  order  to 
be  intitled  to  the  relief  which  he  claims. 

In  the  firft  outline  of  this  plan,  I  (iatcd  that  a  paft  aflefll 
ment  was  propofed  to  be  taken  as  the  future  rate  of  payrncnt» 
Upon  confideration,  however,  I  atn  inclined  to  think  that 
fuch  an  arrangement  will  neither  be  advifeable  nor  necefliary. 
All  that  is  deemed  necdTary  to  prevent  evaCun,  is  a  declara- 
ration  upon  oath,  th^t  the  rate  of  aflTcflment  to  whidh  a  man 
is  fubje&ed  does  exceed  a  tenth  part  of  his  income. 

With  regard  to  tlvs declaration,  it  will  Jikewife  be  neceffary 
to  provide  that  in  \he  (latemcnt  of  incoiTic  the  fum  which  a 
man  now  pys  to  ihc  adeiTed  taxes  (hall  not  be  included,  perfons 
may,  in  fome  cafes,  ftjnd  aficfled  in  a  much  higher  proportion 
than  correfponds  to  their  incomes.  An  innkeeper,  for  inftance, 
from  tlie  number  of  windows  for  which  he  pays,  might  be 
compelled  to  pay  in  a  very  unequal  rate,  were  he  forced  to  in* 
elude  what  he  now  pays  in  the  amount  of  his  income.  The 
feme  thing  will  apply  wherever  the  average  proportion  of 
the  tax  exceeds  the  real  income  of  the  parry,  (b  that  it  is  un- 
neceflary  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  provi lions  which  are  in- 
tended to  remedy  this  inconvenience. 

As  to  the  mode  of  appointing  the  CommifSoners  who  are  to 
adminiAer  the  relief  to  thofe  who  conceive  themfclvcs  entitled 
to  it,  the  principal  ohjcGt  will  be  that  the  pertbns  to  whom  this 
taikihould.be  confided  fhould  be  acquainted  with  the  i>eigh- 
bourhood,  and  with  the  parties  who  come  before  them  for 
mitigation.  There  might  even  be  no  objediion  to  thofe  who 
are  now  employed  to  fix  the  rate  of  the  afTcircJ  taxes ;  or  if  tliis 
fhould  be  deemed  inexpedient,  a  number  of  houfe-kccper^^ 
might  be  chofcn  out  of  that,  clafs  which  p^ys  the  highefl  pro* 
portion,  and  who  would  not  be  likely  to  fuc  for  relief  for 
tliemfclves.  Such  a  number  migLt  be  cl^fen  by  lot  to  exer- 
cife  this  jurifdi£lion,  and  fach  dlvifions  i\{&gncd  as  would 
enable  them  to  a£l  with  information  and  knowledge.  In  this 
way  a  moft  refpcflable  tribunal  will  be  fonneJ  perfedtly  adc^^ 
quate  to  perform  with  fidelity  and  impartiality  that  duty  wUicb 
'  it  is  propofed  to  entrgft  to  their  care. 

Thefc 
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Thcfc  ftcm  tq  include  all  tli^  ppints- for  which  it  will  he  nc-* 
^eflbry  to  proviilc  in  the  way  of  regulation.  Irt  general,  ho\\-t 
^v^r,  fume  regulation  w»ll  be  ncccffary  to  provide,  that  wherp 
pcrforis  become  Jiahle  to  higher  rates  of  affeffment  than  they 
liiow  pay,  their  contribution^  to  the  prcf<^Qt  pl:\n  wiU  ri.(^  ii^ 
that  proportion, 

}\  remajng  now  to  be  cenfidered,  as  far  as  oan  be  calculated, 
V?hat,  in  all  the  circumftanccs,  may  be  the  produce  of  the  tnx, 
I  have  ftat^d  tbat  ^,700,000 h  is  the  amount  of  the  aflejfccl 
tn:ics,  exclafive  of  the  n-w  burdens  impofe4  laft  yc^r.  On  the 
luppofition  of  a  treble  afTeflJnent  oa  the  whole  the^iT\6iin( 
would  be  8» 1 60,000 1,  Pron^  the  amount  at  pref^ru  is  de? 
dufted  90,0001.  as  the  charge  of  colledtion.  It  cannot  be 
cxpeftcd  that  with  th^  additional  troubfc  th^it  wiU  he  occa- 
sioned an  encrcafe  of  remuneration  will  not  be  rcqyircd  b^ 
thcfe  who  coHc6l  them,  but  certainly  the  fame  rate  of  pounds 
iige  will  not  be  ncceflaryt  As  charges  of  management  therj 
two-thirds  will  be  applicable  to  the  tax.  The  general  aipount 
will  th\w  b^  ^,400,0001.  judging  from  the  obiervations  whkrlx 
'  l?ave  been  ipadc  from  the  produce  d^nd  rqtes  of  payment  for  near 
four-fifths  of  the  kingdomt  and  making  allowance  for  the  di-? 
minution  occafioncd  by  the  half  rates,  fingj^ie  rates  and  double 
rates,  the  whole  rediiftion  will  not  \k  more  than  900,000 1.  w 
a,  million.  This  would  be  the  whole  diminution,  without 
taking  into  view  the  balance  on  the  fide  of  produce  which  muft 
arife  from  the  3!  quadruple  rates  pa.d  as  they  are  upon  e^tctx- 
five  fumjf.  From  th^  tfkSt  of  this  balance  tlicn  the  wKofc  of 
tlic  pro^lucc  will  be  about  eight  millions.  Sl^H  indeed  thctc  is 
another  abatement  lo  be  taken  into.  view.  In  the  Qafe$  where 
kicome  does  not  amount  to  60.. I.  a  year  there  will  be  a  total 
(Exemption,  and  pvoportionnl  dedud^ions  according  as  the  ir^. 
comes  of  contributors  fall  below  the  fvims  correfponding  tp  the 
^lafTes  to  which  they  belong.  It  is  impoflSble  tq  ftate  any 
grourid  upon  which  tliefe  dedu6^ions  car\  be  ^Iculated.  Their 
Amount  muft  be  wholly  conje6iurat — So  much,  howcyeir,  h 
certain,  that  means  are  thus  provided  for  a  very  cxtenfiye  fcalo 
of  relief  in  different  progreflTive  ftagcs.  Thvvs  we  a\:e  ftire  that 
we  obtain  that  eflential^  objed  of  preventing  the  bui:tlien.  fpom 
preffing  with  feveiky  upon  tho/e  cla{&s  who  ought  to  bo 
exempted  or  relieved.  The  fum  for  which  the  whok  produce 
is  taken  is  feven  millions.  Th<?  futn.»  which  upon  the  fc^e  al-> 
ready  fiated  it  will  produce,  is  abojut  eight  rn.i!>ipn3,  thus  leav- 
ing feven  or  80CU000  I.  to  make  any  diminution  which  may 
ajriie  from  the  abatements  allowed,  and  to  trtokc  aHowance  fw 
ftich  fcTipdificatipAS  as  ci^cymftanccs  may  require,     Agais^ft  any 
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\1iminuti6ntWhich  may  bfe  calculated  uport  tire  above  heaaSf  it 
tnay'not  be  improper  to  cohfulcr  the  imprbVemenl  which  kh6 
cfleflcd  taxes  will  rcceiVe  from  the  redoubled  attention  to  their 
^blleSSbn  u'^ich  may  be  ekpe^led  fb  bke  place.  Thefe  ta'xe^ 
have  ii^  Itta'ny  ihftahces  t)eert  eVadcd  th  a  degree  beyond  all  coir- 
x^eptbon.  In  confeciu^nce  df  tlie  en(}'uI^i'es  which  Ibme  late 
JYi^afui'c^  had  Dccafion'ed,  Very  hupartant  diTcoVeries^Verfe  madd 
of  tire  tvafions  pracStifcd  ih  this  branch  oF  thb  tevenUe,  which 
irtibn?  recent  ihVelligations  have  rdnded  ro  confirm;  Every 
Gentleman  wl'io  loc^s  St  thbfe  ^ho  pay  in  ttie  rartk  With  hinl- 
feif  muft  be  fattefied  Ihat  it^tt  thail  the  amount  of  the  fuoi  re- 
tjuifite  to  givfe  every  proper  altowaticfe  to  thofc  who  deferve  mi- 
tigatioh,  by  patting  an  end  to  that  evafion  which  hai  bfeetl  f6 
cttenfively  pradifiifd,  will  ht  gained;  and  fure  I  dni  there nluft 
be  btatdite  m?nd  ant!  onteeJceiVibn  to  counteract  and  to  tlefeat 
fMch  fraudulent  s^tciiiptS.  The  call  upcfn  the  pofleffcfrs  of 
hoffes  in  cbnfequehce  t)f  thfe  mfeafures  lately  taken  for  tht  de* 
fenct  of  tht*  Country,  led  to  the  difcovery  of  Vety  fcartdaloti^i 
tvafions  of  the  revtnlie.  I  have  heard  of  Inftanccs  of  liiis  kitrd 
in  cafes  fo  aggravated  from  the  pferfOns  involved,  and  ihe^ratik 
of  life  in  whidi  they  flbod^  that  it  would  he  impoffiiile  for  arty 
roan  to  learn  the  particulars  Wltht>lit  mingled  feelings  bf  ihamc 
afiid  indignation!  Many  df  xht  peffohs  gtiilty  of  thefe  frauds' 
arc  probably  detenied  from  a  dilcovfery  by  a  dread  of  the  j*nal« 
ties  they  have  incurred.  Perhaps,  thcrefbre>  it  may  hi  politf'c 
\o  hold  out  fome  encouragement  to  tltofe  who  (hall  givie  a  fail- 
account  of  th«  duties  to  which  they  are  liable.  This  I  iiatte 
derely  to  fliew  that  there  is  reofoh  to  believe  that  the  accuracy 
of  cdlc£tion  which  will  now  be  eftablifticd^  will  ferve  itistytTj 
confiderablc  degree  to  fupply  the  deficiency  which  the  appIicB* 
tioh  of  relief  to  thofe  .who  require  it  moy  occaiium 

Nothing  more  retnains  but  to  (late  one  adtitionaLmodifica- 
tion^  for  which  indeed  there  is  hO  feparate  Tefolutton^  but  the. 
propriety  of  which  the  Committee  will  ptfrdBive;  It  it  a  di- 
ftinftion  in  favour  of  thofe  \vhofc  eftabJiflwnents  are  ^ncteafed 
by  numerous  families.  It  might  be  proper  therefore  to  adopt 
(ome  regulation  for  tho(e  vfho  have  a  certain  number  bf  chil- 
dren, and.  thole  who  have  no  children  at  all,,  and  to  proportion 
the  fcale  to  tine  largenefs  of  family»  when  thofe  who  have  a 
certain  number  of  children  apply  forj  relief.  I  would  propoTci 
therefore,  that  if  entitled  to  that  mitlg^tioiji  which  they  claitn^ 
they  diould  be  reduced  in  a  rate  Wlow  that  to  whicK  by  their 
Income  they  would  belong,  and  that  thofe  who  have  no  famiites 
ihould  be  placed  in  a  taiik  above  that  lirhich  they  would  olber- 
Wi4ii  occupy  I 

X  ttatitig 
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Having  how  explained  the  different  points  of  regulation 
and  modification  v^bkh  tfie  fchenie  I  have  fubmittcd  to  the 
Committee  M^iH'  adihit,  I  agam  'defire  gentlemen  to  keep  in 
mind  that  if  I  am-righttrt  tfjy  idea  of  the  rieceflity  of  railing 
vithin  the  year  at  leaft  a  certain  proportion  of  the  fuppHes 
of  the  year,  the  6rft  queftion  that  occorK  is.  How  is  fuch  a 
thing  to  be  4oae  ? .  We  a^-e  t^  enquire  whether  there  can  be 
a  call  u|K)n  incoine  more  general,  more  equitable^  and  more 
eflfefiual,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  fafe,  than  that  which 
the  plan  ^fore  you  contains  ?  If.  a.  vifible  critenon  muil  be 
fetched,. /Qan  there  be  any  one  more  compr^nftye,  more  ca- 
pable of  modification,  more  applicable  to  the  cafes  whkh 
may  call  for  exception  or  relief,  than  that  which  is  now  fub- 
mitterftbyour  opinion  I  Thirdly,  can  any  fyftem  of  correc- 
tion be  xievifed  cbat  better  meets  the  iaconveniencies- which 
might  aclfe  from  individual  applications  than  the  prefent? 
Such  are  the  queftions  for  your  decifion.  The  effort  to  be 
exerted  is  doublefs  a  great  'one.  Seven  millions,  in  whac-^ 
ever  tfipde  it  is  to  b^  raifed,  is  a  great  fum  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  people.  We  mull  determine  by  feme  ef- 
fort or  other  to- provide  the  fum  which  the  public  fervice 
feqtures;  Do  we  think  then  that  to  raife  feven  millions  in 
this  Biapi^i;  is  an  effort  that  ought  not  to  be  made,  if  by  fuch 
an  effort  we  ihall.  be  enabled  to  maintain  the  conteft  with 
moro  Ai(S!6fs^  and  Uk  purfue  it  to  a  more  fpeedy  termination 
ttetaby  any  other  mode  of  exertion.  If  we  are  fattsfied  or 
thefe  points  we^fliaU  not  iiften  to  any  general  objedlions,- 
fttdkas  ihofe  that  large  contributions  are  always  great  grie-* 
vafiees  to  the  people.  What  we  fiiould  confider  is,  whrther 
lefs  ought  to  be  taken  to  maintain  with  vigour,  and  to  profe^ 
cute  to  a  fuccefsful  tenaination,  a  conteft  for  the  preferva- 
tlon  of  the  whole,  for'  the  feifcty  of  ourfelves,  and  for  the  in- 
tcreft  of  pofteiSty  ?  We  ought  then  to  examine  the  fubjcS 
carefidiyj  jeaioufly  and  accurately,  but  witN  a  fixed  determina- 
tion not  to  be  deterred  by  the  magnitude  of  the  facriiite ; 
wttl|  a  firm  determination  to  folbw  up  the  principiitf  of  miti- 
gating the  burthen  where  *  relief  ought  to  be  applied,  and  of 
ailing  up'to  the  full  .e){tent  of  the  pledge  which  we  have 
given;  with  a  ftrnr  determination  to  exert  every  effort  that 
may  be  required  by  the  novelty  of  the  crifis,  in  which  we  are 
placed,  and  the  magnitude  of  the  objefts  forwhich  we  con- 
tend. Hairing  faid  fo  much,  I  fliall  detain  the  Committee 
no  longer  bot  move  the  firfl  refbltition, 

•  Mif. 
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^-  Mr.  Hobart  then  proceeded  to  read  the  fifft  jefolutioQ, 

ik  The  Qiauelhr  cf  thi  Excbifur  faid,  that  though  it  ¥ras 

ilk  Bot  perfedly  regular*  he  ih«skl  propofe  to  read  all  the  refo^ 

|:  lutions,  before  the  Committee  proceed^  to  the  difcuflion  of 

;^  any  of  them. 

i^  Mr.  IMar*  then  read  the  tefotutions  as  follo«r : 

*<  That  it  it  the  opinion  of  this  Comflnitte«»  that  towards  raiiinf  the 
Supply  grastcd  to  hit  Majdiyt  ewr  poiba  afleffed  to  any  of  the  dutiea 

_  now  payable  on  Mak  Servants^  on  (JaiTiaget*  or  on  Hor(<ft»  etcher  Itpa^ 

X..  rately  or  together,  with  any  other  dutiet  now  placed  under  the  management 

'^  «f  the  CooamiffiDnert  for  the  Affairs  of  Taxes,  (hall  be  charged  annually y 

B'*  during  a  term  to  be  limited,  with  au  additional  rate  or  duty,  in  pfopOT'- 

fet>  tion  to  the  amount  of  the  dutiet  (except  the  land-tax)  to  which  fuch  per- 

^  fan  it  aflefled,  according  to  the  laii  yearly  aflcifment  or  afleflinentt,  made 

'  in  purfuance  of  any  A&  of  Parliament  now  in  force^  prior  to  the  5th  day 

'  •f  April,  1798,  and  the  proportion  thereof  (hall  be  as  follows^  viz* 

i«^  **  Where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  now  payable  fliall  not  exceed 

f^  thirty  poundt,  a  duty  equal  to  three  timet  the  amount  iheieof. 

^  **  Where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  npw  payable  (hall  exceed  thirty, 

I  and  Ihall  not  excctsd  fifty  pounds,  a  duty  equal  to  three  times  the  amount, 

^  ^*  and  one  half  the  amount  thereof. 

i«^  **  And  where  the  amount  of  the  faid  dutiet  now  payable  fhal!  exceed 

^0^a  fifty  poundt,  a  duty  equal  to  four  timet  the  amount  thereof. 

^,,  "  And  that  where  any  peribo  ihall  be  fo  charged  to  any  Aich  afleflment 

j'  fliade  for  a  lefii  term  than  a  year,  the  additional  rate  or  duty  fliall  be  com- 

w^  puted  on  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  fumt  contained  in  Aich  aflTefTmcnttp 

SoE^i  and  of  fuch  furSier  fum  to  be  added  thereto,  as  would  be  payable  tliereon 
w^      y        if  the  fame  were  nude  for  a  whole  year. 

j!  j;  "  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  towards  raifing  the 

^  .  Supply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  every  pcrfon  a£[e(Ied  to  anv  of  the  ratet  or 

isf^  duties  now  payable,  and  placed  under  the  management  of  1  ne  CommifTion- 

^i  era  for  the  afiairt  of  Taxes,  fuch  perfon  not  being  afleflfrd  to  apy  of  the 

.sju,  duties  on  Male  Servants,  Carriages,  or  Horfes,  fliall  be  chatged  amiua(Iy 

rv^  during  a  term  to  be  limited,  with  an  additional  rate  or  duty  in  proporrion 

ca^F  to  the  amount  of  the  duties  (except  the  land-tax),  to  which  fuch  p^rlbn  it 

f^  afTeded,  according  to  the  latt  yearly  aflelTincnt  or  aflfeflfments,  made  prior 

^J^  to  the  5th  day  of  April,  1 798,  in  purfU'-tnce  of  anv  A£i  of  PtiriUment  now 

Jj^  in  force ;  and  the  proportion  thereof  (hail  be  as  follows,  via*  ' 

P^  **  Wiicn  the  amount  of  the  laid  duties  fliall  be  under  one  pcgnnd,  a  dutjr 

if  9\  equal  to  one  half  the  amount  thereof. 

g  ^'  ^*  Where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  fliall  amount  to  one  pound,  tOfd 

^  (hall  be\under  two  pounds,  a  duty  equal  to  the  amount  theivof^ 

^^  **  Where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  (hall  amount  to  two  pounds,  and 

Vr  fliall  be  under  three  pounds,'  a  duty  equal  tot^i^ice  the  amount  thereof. 

^i^'  '*  And  when  the  amount  of  the  (aid  duties  fliall  amount  tg  tbr^t  ppundl 

J 1^'  OF  upwards,  a  duty  equal  to  three  times  tlie  amouift  th^^eof. 

^^  **  And  that  where  any  pcrfon  fliall  be  i'o  charged  by  evtry  fuch  aflefl*- 

\^  ij  mail  made  for  a  left  term  than  a  year,  the  adtlitioiial  rate  or  duty  (hall  be 

cf^  computed  on  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  fumt  contained  in  iuch  afle(r* 

'^^  ment,  and  of  fuch  further  fum  to  he  added  thereto,  at  would  bcconienay- 

,^^  able  thereon,  if  the  fimie  were  made  for  a  whole  year. 

^^  **  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  etcry  perfop  charged 

^d^  CO  llie  additional  rate,  ordutyi  to  be  tmpofed  towaidt  raffing  the  Supply 

.  Vol.  1.  1797,                             LI                       /              granted 
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granted  tp  hk  ^ajellv,  (hall  upon  proving  to  the  ht\sh/Rlcn  of  Cominif. 
fioners  to  beappoiotea*  for  that  piirpoie,  fhat  the  amount  of  hit  or  her  an- 
nual incoiDCy  after  dedu^Uisg  the  amount  of  the  dutiea  contained  in  the 
laft  aiTeflinent  of  the  duties  now  Dayable^  i%  U&  \hai^  the  fum  of  6oL  be 
exemptea  ffoni  the  faid  addltiooal  dfuty  j  and  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  annual 
income  amounts  to  6ol.  or  more,  fuch  pcribn  Qiall  be  entitled  to  (uch  an 
abatement  of  the  additional  duty  to  be  granted»  as  may  be  neceflary  to  re. 
4uce  the  fame  in  each  cafe  refpeaivelyj,  in  the  proportion  herein  after  ftatcd, 
thatistpfay-r 

"  Where  the  faid  annual  income  ihall  appear  to  htjpot  lefs  than  6oI.  but 
under  65K  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  i«iioth  j)art  of  the  fame, 

65  but  under  7o»  -  i-95th 

70  75,  -  .      ,i-7oth 

Ts  80,  -  i-65th 


o 


X05 
1x0 


85,  -  i-6oth 


I 

85  90,  -  i-55th 

oo  95,  -  i-50th 

•  95  100,  -  J-45th 

too  1051  -  »-4oth 

xio«  -  x-3Sth 

115,  -  i-36th 

115  120,  -  i-34fh 

sao  i*5»  -        '        i-3*dth 

1»5  X3®>  •  x-3oth 

,30  135*  -  x-a8th 

J35  140,  -  1  a6ih 

,40  i4Sf  •  i-24th 

145  '5®>  •  i-»«dth 

150  I55>  •  x-»oth 

15s  xfiOf  -  i-i9th 

160  165,  -  i-i8th 

165  170*  -  i-i7ih 
170 


175,  -  i-i6th ' 


175  180,  -  i-ifth 

180  i85»  -  i-i4th 

185  190,  -  i-X3th 

J90  19s,  -  x-iath  • 

^95  aoo,  -  i-iith' 

S0O9  andupwardS)  i-ioth»  or  lot. 

<«  And  where  the  faid  annual  income  (hall  appear  to  be  not  lefs  than  aeoL 
every  fuch  perfon  fliall  be  intitled  to  fuch  an  abitement  of  the  additiooal 
duty  now  granted  as  may  be  necefiary  to  reduce  the  fame  in  each  caie  re- 
fpeaively  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  x-ioth  part  of  the  faid  income, 

<•  That  it  18  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  that  towards  rai£ng  the 
Supply  granted  to  his  Majefiyy  everv  perfon  whofe  laft  afTelTment  ihall  be 
increafed  by  any  furcharge  to  be  allowed,  ihall  be  charged,  in  refpeA  of 
fuch  increafed  aflfeflmtnt,  in  the  like  proportion  as  if  fuch  furcharge  had 
formed  a  pax  t  of  the  ori|^inai  a ifcdhien  t . 

**  That  it  is  the  opinion  cf  this  Committee,  that  towards  raiHng  the 
Supply  granted  to  hi  J  Majefty,  every  perfon  who  fhall  by  anv  aflfelfment  to 
be  made  af^er  the  5th  day  of  April,  1 798,  be  aiTeffed  in  refpe^  of  the  duties 
now  payable,  to  a  greater  amount  than  the  amount  contained  in  the  prior  af- 
itfoent,  ibali  be  charged'  with  a  further  additional  rate  or  duty,  in  pro- 
portion to  fuch  latter  afleiTment,  from  the  conunencement  of  the  y^ar  ia 
vbifh  fuch  latter  aifefixnem  (hail  b^  made. 

"  That 
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«'  That  it  I«  the  opinion  of  this  Committef,  that  towdrdt  Taifing  the 
StiMpfy  granted  to  his  MajeAy,  every  perlbn  inot  afiiiTed  within  the  year 
ending  en  the  5th  day  of  Aprils  ^7^9,  to  any  of  the  duties  now  payabie, 
and  who  fliali  be  affefled  to  any  of  the  fatd  datles  in  ttny  fnbfeqnent  year, 
ihal^be  eharged  with  the  like  additional  rate  or  duty,  on  the  amount  of 
fuch  afleflment,  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  in  which  fiich  aiTeflf- 
noent  ihali  hemade>  and  fiibj^^l  to  the  like  abaten^ent  as  if  ftich  p^rfon  had 
l>een  aflefled  to  the  faid  duties  within  the  year  ending  dn  th^  5th  day  of 
April,  179^."  .  V 

Sir  fPiiiiam  Pulteney  very  much  approved <>f  the  principle^of 
Mr.  Pitt's  plan  of  finance,'  and  highly  corarncnded  bis  giving 
time  to  the  Houfe  to  digeft  and  confider  the  great  outlines 
before  be  entered  into  the  derail  of  its  particular'provifions  and 
modifications.  As  the  difcoffion  of  the  latter,  therefore,  was 
now  not  l)efore  the  Houfe,  he  Would  for  the  prefent  confider 
the  former,  and  make  fuch  obfervations  as  occurred  to  him  on 
the  general  fvibje£l.  However^  hie  would  firft  obferve  that  in 
all  cafes  of  taxation  the  fame  line  of  condu6k  (hould  be  purfued 
as  that  adopted  on  the  prefent  occafion  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  he  meant  that  of  giving  the  people  full  time  to 
confider  of  it  before  it  came  for  ultimate  decifion  before  the 
Houfe.  Any  other  courfc  would  feem  to  betray  a  fufpicion 
that  the  country  was  not  willing  to  contribute  to  the  fupplies, 
than  which  no  fuppofition  could  be  more  falfe  or  unfounded. 
Originally,  indeed,  before  the  funding  fyftem  arofe,  and  ren-i 
dered  the  furnifliing  of  fuppliies  lighter  to  the  people,  by  raifing 
them  on  loan,  and  uurthening  them  only  with  the  intereft,  the 
people  feeling  the  weight  to  lie  more  immediately  on  them*^ 
felves,  were  not  fo  well  contented — but  now  the  people  were 
better  informed  of  the  neceiBty,  as  well  as  more  able  to  fupport 
the  weight  of  fupplles  ;  and  on  this  occafion  it  muft.be  a  great 
fatisfaflion  to  the  country  to  know  that  there  was  no  intention 
to  take  them  (hori  on  fo  interefting  and  momentous  a  bufinefs. 

He  faid  he  approved  of  the  mode  adopted  by  the  ChancaHor 
of  the  Exchequer  of  providing  the  fum  of  feven  millions 
by  dired  taxes,  (or  he  had  always  thought  that  the  fupplies 
(hould  be  raifed  within  the  year.  He  alfo  gave  the  Mmifter 
great  credit  for  the  modifications  he  had  propofed,  as  they 
Would  lay  the  tax*  in  fome  degree  equally  upon  the  people— 
unqueftlonably  it  ou^it  chiefly  to  lie  on  thole  who  could  heft 
afford  it ;  but  in  fpite  of  every  efibrt  there  muft  neceflarily  be 
(bme  inequality  in  fuch  an  extended  as  well  as  complicated  ar- 
rangement. No  fyftem  of  taxation  could  poifibly  be  devifed 
that  would  not,  in  fome  inftanceri  bear  hearier,  and  in  others 
lighter,  than  equal  juftice  rcquircd-^omc  efcaping  it  by  bting 
circumflanced  in  a  way  that  e^tciuded  them  from  the  precite 

Ll'2  lines 
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Unes  chalked  out  by  the  law,  and  others  evading  it  defignedly* 
Smuggleci  and  fraudulent  traders,  for  inftance,  evaded  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  ^ich  the  fair  dealer  paid.  This  was  an  ol>- 
je&ion,  no  doubt,  not  to  the  tax,  but  to  the  defeftrve  means 
of  execution  which  of  ncGcffity  attached  to  it.  No  more  then 
could  the  inapraAicahJlity  pf  fairly  apportioning  the  prefent  tax 
in  all  cafes  without  exception  be  urged  as  an  objedion  to  the 
tax  ttfelf.  Atl  thad  could  be  hoped  to  be  efFefted  by  human  in- 
duftry  and  human  fagacicy  was  to  come  near  the  defired  objefk, 
and  he  dared  to  fay  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had^ 
fpartd  no  pains  to  do  fo.  But  this  part  of  his  plan  and  the  in> 
provemeut  that  might  l)e  made  upon  it  were  fubje^  to  be  dif* 
cuffed  when  the  dauies  (bould  cooie  feparately  be£>re  the 
Houfe* 

I  Hariffig  Bdd  fo  much  In  jadice  to  die  Minifter,  he  owed  it 
to  ttttth  to  declare  it  was  his  opinion  that  after  all  the  care 
which  had  been  taken  by  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman^ 
diere  was  yet  a  material  dekA  in  the  plan.  It  would  be  found 
to  fall  much  heavier  than  if  a  larger  compafs  had  been  taken : 
the  greaK  difficulty  would  reft  on  tbofe  who  having  a  geoteel 
income*  live  up  to  it — and  this  was  a  very  numerous  clais. 
.Where  then  would  they  find  money  to  pay  the  great  increafe 
of  taxes.?  yet  pay  them  they  muft,  or  elfe  their  goods  would 
be  fold.  What  then  could  they  do: — ^borrow  ?  no,  tliey  would 
not  be  able  to  borrow,  for  Government  by  giving  the  enorm- 
ous injtercft.of  near  8  per  cent  for  a  loan  would  make  it  im- 
poffible-— the  diftrefs  of  this  clafs,  therefore,  would  be  greats 
and  in  fbme  inftances  ruinous.  The  fupply  to  be  raiicd  was 
nineteen  millions,  and  he  conceived  that  ft  would  fall  lighter 
on  the  people  at  large  tf  inftcad  of  borrowing  tw^ve  millions, 
and  railing  feven  direftly  by  taxes,  the  whole  was  raifcd  by 
taxes  within  the  year  without  any  loan  at  all ;  for  as  there 
would  be  no  loan  at  eight  per  cent,  to  raife  the  rate  of  jnlcreft, 
individuals  would  be  able  to  borrow  ait  five  per  cent,  and  in  that 
way  pajr  the  temporary  impoft,  which  even  in  that  difedvan- 
tageous  way  would  be  better  for  them  than  to  pay  through  the 
medium  of  Government  eight  percent,  for  it.  This  was  a  fuh- 
)ed  to  which  he  had  giv<;n  much  coniideration,  and  he  Was  furc 
the  fchetne  was  not  only  pra£i:icable,  but  far  from  difficult,  and 
would  be  attcndtfd  with  no  diftrefs  to  llic  comitry.  But  if  the 
minifter  (hould  pcrftft  to  carry  his  prefent  plan  in  all  its  parts 
into  execution,  it  muft  be  extremely  oppreffive,  fipce  if  twelve 
millions  were  to  be  borrowed  at  eight  per  cent,  who  would  be 
able  to  borrow  at  five  ?  and  how  could  money  be  procured  to 
,pay  the  taxes  by  thofc  who  lived  up  to  their  income  ?— as  to 

die 
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the  plan  hc.propofed  it  would  be  a  noble  one,  atid  fuch  as  he 
was  convinced  would  enable  the  minifter  to  carry  on  the  war 
for  many-years  on  a  great  phn* with  vigour,  and,  cortfidering 
the  pre&nt  opulence  and  circumftatices  of  the  e6ontry,"with 
increafing  profpcnty/  He  did  not  f^y  this  tipon  light. grontids; 
he  had  well  confidcred  and  canvafled  the  fobjcA,  and  coujd  un- 
dertake to  Ihew  a  plan  extrnfive,  pra6licable,  and  bendficsil;  he 
not  only  would  fhew  but  demdriftrate'fts  expediency^  and 
would  moreover  undertake  to  devote  his  wTiole  time  to  farward- 
ing  and  bringing  it  to  perfeSion  without  fcerr  reward. 

Another  obje£tion  occurred  to  him — ^would  not  the  puUic 
aft  whether  this  money  would  be  better  difpofed  of  than 
that  which  they  had  granted  before?  Theminifter  had  talk- 
ed of  a  reduSion  in  the  navy  and  army  to  the  amount  of  fix 
millions  ;  he  believed,  nevcrthelefs,  that  there  would  not  be 
a  man  Icfs  than  before  in  tlve  army  or  navy.  Btft,  the  peo- 
ple would  a(k,  why  this  reduSion  was  not  made  before  ^  and 
DC  inclined  to  fufpeft  that  their  reprefcntatives  by  granting 
money  inattentively  produced  only  frauds.  He  declared  he 
meant  what  he  faid  to  benefit  the  internal  regulations  of  the 
country,  and  not  to  vc^x  miniftcrs,  and  h^  hoped  the  Hoitle 
and  every  member  in  it  would  think  as  he  did,  that  this  was 
no  time  for  party  diflentibns,  and  that  let  who  wonld  be  mi- 
nifter,  it  w^as  the  duty  of  ail  to  join  in  oppofing  the  enemy. 
The  tone  now  alTumed  by  the  enemy  called  on  every  Britc^n 
to  reft  his  all  .on  the  conteft.  It  was  not  the  difTerence  of  an 
ifland  more  or  Icfs  in  a  negociation,  that  impofcd  upon  Eng- 
land this  neccffity,  it  was  the  tone  of  the  enemy  which  left 
no  optioni  no  alternative.  As  to  adefenfive  war,  he  entirely , 
difapprovcd  of  4t — to  think  of  exhauding  the  enemy's  re- 
fources,  by  ading  on  the  defenfive  only,  was  idle  and  hope- 
lefs :  their  means  were  not  to  be  calculated  by  the  finances 
of  other  people,  or  their  duration  eftimated  by  the  refourccs 
of  England,  who  paid  fome  regard  to  her  credit.  France, 
with  her,modes  of  fupply,  would  not  foon  be  exhaufted,  ztfi 
a  war  confined  to  defenfive  operations  againft  her,  would 
■probably  be  a  war  of  many  years.  As  to  allies  we  had  none 
tut  Portii^l,  whom  we  muft  fupport  in  the  war,  not  look  up 
to  for  aflfftance;  while  France  was  incrcafed  in  power 
to  a  degree  bejrond  any  thing  to  which  flie  had  afpired  even 
in  the  reign  or  Louis  XiV.  Yet- even  then  minifters  awak- 
ened all  Europe  to  reprefs  the  dating  ambition  and  dangerous 
aggrandifement  of  that  monarch  ;  while  we,  though  in  much 
greater  danger,  have  not  been  able  to.preferve  one  ally,  or 

roufe 
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roufe  any  potentate  to  an  efie&ual  fenfe  of  the  danger  in 
which  Europe  {lands  from  the^  inordinate  ambition  and  un- 
precedented power  of  the  enemy.  From  what  did  this  arife  ? 
England  was  not  now,  nor  ever  was,  in  a  (late  to  alarm 
continental  powers,  nor  ^Ver  was  fufpe&ed  of  finiftcr  inten- 
tions ;  boadfniy  perhaps,  but  known  by  i^U  to  be  dired^  warrn^ 
hearted,  and  honed,  and  however  high  the  tone  (he  held 
might  be,  that  tone  was  allowed  becaufe  her  intentions  were 
neither  feared  nor  ftifpefted :  the  French,  however,  in  order 
to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  continental  powers  againft 
Great  Britain,  charged  her  with  enriching  her(k:lf  by  the 
loITcs  of  others  ;  but  how  could  that  be  ?  So  far  from  injur- 
ing, (he  ferved  other  nations,  fupplying  them  with  thofe 
things  with  which  they  h^d  neither  Ingenuity  nor  induftry  to 
fupply  themfelves:  fupplying  them  with  her  cloth  and  other 
manufactures,  fo  that  this  charge  of  the  enemy  was  falfe  and 
infidious.  There  muft  be  fomc  caufe  then  for  her  lofmg 
her  allies.  And  he  could  not  fee  why  an  effort  (hould  i^ot 
be  made  to  roufe  the  different  dates  of  Europe  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  danger,  particularly  to  roufe  Swizerland  and  Ham* 
burgh  ;  all  modes,  of  annoying  the  enemy  ought  to  be  adopt- 
ed, as  well  courting  of  foreign  alliances  as^ilrcngthening  our- 
felves  at  home  by  a  well  devifed  and  vigorous  fyftem  of  fin- 
ances. For  this  reafon  he  would  repeat  that  the  whole  fu^ 
ought  to  be  raifed.by  dire^  taxes  in  order  to  prevent  the  mif- 
chiefs  that  would  accrue  to  the  clafs  he  had  already  mention- 
ed, and  to  the  lower  mechanics  and  manufafturers.  Coach^ 
makers,  for  inffance,  would  materially  fuffer,  becaufe  gen- 
tlemen who  now  lived  up  to  the  whole  amount  of  their  in- 
comes would  be  induced  by  the  tax  to  lay  down  their  car- 
riages ;  whereas,  if  the  money  market  was  not  raifed  by  a 
large  loan  at  high  intereft,  the  gentry  would  be  able  to  bor- 
row, and  of  courfe  would  not  lay  their  carriages  dowti. 
This  was  his  view  of  the  fubjed,  which  he  would  difcufs  oa 
a  future  day  more  fully. 

Earl  Temple  faid  he  affented  heartily  to  the  general  fcope 
of  the  plan,  and  gave  the  minifter  great  credit  for  the  modi- 
fications by  which  he  had  adjufted  the  proportions  of  dif- 
ferent clalFes  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  he  could  not  help  la- 
menting that  the  plan  was  not  more  diffufively  and  largely 
extended.  He  felt  whs^  he  had  at  rilk,  and  (hould  confider 
himfelf  for  his  own  part  very  happy  to  give  up  a  largfe  part 
of  it  to  the  preferva  ion  of  the  re(l ,  and  he  regretted  that 
while  fome  great  capitalifls  would  efcapci  much  of  the  bur- 
thens 
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then  would  be  extremely  heavy  on  fome  of  the  beft  and  moft  . 
refpedable  men  in  the  kingdom — he  meant  gentlemen  of 
two,  or  three,  or  four  hundred  a  year  in  the  country.  ' 

Sir  Robert  Mackreth  fatd,  that  he  wiihed  to  fee  the  fyftcm 
of  taxation  completely  changed.  Sums  to  an  immenfc  amount, 
which  had  been  laid  out  in  mortgages,  fliould  not  be  exempted 
Irom  taxation.  It  was  well  ktwwn,  that  no  lefs  than  6oo,oool. 
had  been  laid  out  in  that  manner  by  one  perlbn  only,  for  whicli 
five  per  cent,  was  received;  yet  the  landed^  property,  which 
produced  only  four  or  four  and  a  half,  was  confidcrably  taxed. 
He  therefore  wiftied,  that  money  fecured  in  that  way  (hould 
be  liable  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  State.  [  Sir  Ro- 
bert here  went  into  a  new  and  detailed  plan  of  taxation, 
through  which  it  was  unable  to  follow  him,  from  a  frequent 
difturbance.3  He  was  of  opinion,  that  the  whole  of  the  revenue 
could  be  colle£ted  in  a  more  effe£lual  and  Jefs  expenfive  way  \ 
that  the  Crown  and  Foreil  Lands  (hould  be  fold,  and  the  pro* 
du6J  applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  Sinking  Fund ;  but  that  if 
we  continued  to  go  on  in  the  way  of  pubhc  expenditure,  as  we 
had  hitherto  done,  that  it  would  be  totally  impoffible  for  the 
refouc;ces  of  the  country  to  meet  the  preflure  of  the  public  ' 
wants. 

Mr.  •/.  Nicholls  faid  he  could  not  approve,  and  of  courfe 
could  not  agree  to  the  plan  of  the  Chanctfllor  of  the  Exchequer; 
be  difllked  it  becaufe  he  thought  it  was  neither  juft,  expedient, 
nor  ncceflary,  in  whatever  afpcdl  it  could  be  Viewed.  If  it 
was  intended  as  a  tax  upon  luxury,  it  was  unjud  as  retrofpec-. 
tive — for  a  tax  upon  luxury  from  its  very  nature  Ihould  ope- 
rate profpe<SiveIy,  and  (hould  allow  the  party  an  option  to  in>- 
dulge  in  the  luxury  or  decline  it.  If  it  was  meant  as  a  tax  up* 
on  property,  it  was  unjuft,  for  expenditure  was  not  the  criterion 
or  true  teft  of  property ;  innumerable  were  they  who  lived  gen- 
teelly, not  upon  fixed  permanent  property,  but  upon  the  gains 
of  their  profe(rions  or  employments,  and  was  it  not  unjuft  to 
put  fuch  perfons  on  the  fame  footing  as  thofe  who  have  large 
landed  property  or  other  property.  As  a  tax  upon  expenditure 
it  was  not  equal,  for  according  to  the  (latement  of  die  right 
honourable  Gctttleman,  he  who  paid  thirty  pounds  a  year  taxes 
would  have  an  income  of  about  nine  hundred  or  a  thoufand 
a  year,  while  the  higher  clafs  of  taxes  was  dillributcd  with  fo 
little  attention  to  the  proportion  it  lliould  bear  to  the  magni- 
tude of  property  taxed,  that  if  the  latter  were  10  be  judged  by 
the  former,  that  is  to  fay,  if  the  property  was  to  be  eAimated 
by  the  amount  of  the  tax,  no  man  in  England  would  be  found 
to  poUefs  more  than  twelve  or  thirteen  thoufand  a  year.    He 
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i'a'ul  it  was  not  a  little  extraordinary  that  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  fhoold  on  this  occafion,  for  tlie  tirft  cinie,  decry  the 
Funding  Sydem.:  it  came  with  a  verv  had  grace  from  a  Mi- 
niver who  had  nearJy  doubled  the  buitheus  of  the  nation  dur* 
ing  his  adipini  drat  ion,  having  in  one  year  only  added  no  jeis 
than  eighty  (even  millions  and  a  half  in  three  per  cents,  to  the 
National  Debt  Why  did  the  right  honourable  Geotiemao^ 
thinking  fo  ill  as  he  did  of  the  fundiM  fyftem,  add  foenor- 
mouiiy  to  the  National  Debt?  Why  did  he  not  bdbre  tliif 
avail  himfelf  of  his  new  plan  of  Finances?  before  be  had  in- 
curred f\]ch  an  infupportal>ie  weight  of  debt?  It  was  not  ex* 
pedicnt,  he  faid,  for  it  could  not  on  any  account  be  deemed 
expedient  to  cru(fa  the  Tittle  orders  of  ibciety.  Th»  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  had  boaftcd  that  he  woubl  fpare  the  lower 
orders,  but  when  the  progreifive  efFc(5ls  of  the  tax,  were  duly 
confidered,  they  would  be  found  big  with  ruin ;  they  would 
be  found  to  crufb  the  middle  orders  dire&ly,  and  the  lower 
ranks  remotely  ;  he  need  only  mention  the  coach-makers  as  an 
inftance ;  lie  had  conVerfed  on  the  fubjed  with  an  eminent  and 
intelligent  coach-maker,  who  gave  him  ample  information  to 
juftify  what  he  had  faid;  he  was  aiTured  that  the  artizans  in 
that  branch  of  manufadlure  were  not  on  an  average  of  the 
hours  of  their  work,  employed  more  than  three  days  in  the 
week.  If  this  tax  was  carried  into  ctkGt  they  would  not  have 
employment  for  a  finglc  day,  but  would,  like  tlie  body  of 
watchmakers,  be  deprived  of  all  means  of  fubililence,  and  call 
upon  their  refpcc^ive  pariihes  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor's  rate. 
Anoihtr  circumftance  too  tended  to  render  this  oppre£Bon 
more  galling  and  more  cxtenfive  ;  it  came  forward  at  a  time 
when  there  were  no  means  of  borrowing ;  and  here  he  remind- 
ed the  Houfe  how  bitterly  he  had  on  a  former  night  been  re* 
proached  by  the  Minifler,  for  having  charged  that  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  with  wholly  engroffing  to  himfelf  the  mo* 
nopoly  of  borrowing ;  yet  it  appeal^  he  was  right ;  for  there 
were  many  who  were  not  aware  of  the  mifchief  this  fyilem  of 
borrowing  at  exorbitant  intered  did  to  the  country ;  it  not 
only  exhaufted  it  of  its  produce,  but  withered  its  powers  of 
proclu£lion-^the  money  continually  drawn  (JDom  the  country 
to  be  put  into  the  funds  was  an  incalculable  calamity  to  the 
nation,  fince  it  was  drawn  from  thofe  who  would  odierwife 
have  employed  it  beneficially  to  themfelves  and  their  country , 
in  trade,  to  be  placed  in  a  (late  of  barren  and  unproduflivc  in- 
ertion.  The  interefl  of  money  in  the  funds  was  fo  very  high 
that  all  the  money  in  the  country  was  continually  tranunitted 
|o  the  metropolis^  which  every  Gentleman  prefent,  who  uo- 

derftood 
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derftood  the  rQb)e£k  well,  would  aHow4o  be  extremely  in'furi- 
eustothe  country  at  large.  Jnothcr  countries  their  fyftems 
were  of  a  very  diiferent  kind;  in' other  countries,  inilead  0f 
clogging  the  borrowing^ of  money  with  difficulties,,  they  had 
inflituted  funds,  called  Ahunts  of  Piety  ^  for  the  purpofe  of  ac-> 
xremmodating  their  citizens  with  loans  of  money  at  a  mode- 
rate intereft. 

On  the  whole  it  muft  be  allowed  by  all  impartial  perfons 
that  it  would  be  neither  wife  nor  juA,  nor  prudent  in  the 
Houfe  to  commit  an  ad  that  would  deftroy  the  happineis  of 
thoiffands  ;  for  after  all,  how  couM  the  rieht  honourable 
Gentleman  hope  to  enforce  the  payment  ot  thofc  taxes? 
Would  heput  the  defaulters  in  jail  ?  If  he  did  not,  would  he 
take  their  goods?  Yes — but  how  would  he  convert  thofe 
goods  into  ca(h  ?  How  contrive  to  fell  them  ?  In  a  time  o£ 
fuch  deep  and  general  calamity  where  would  he  find  purcha- 
fers  ?  He  had  thus  (hewn,  he  hoped,  to  the  fatisfa£tion  of  the 
impartial,  that  this  meafure  was  neither  juft  nor  expedient. 
He  would  now  (hew  that  it  was  not  neceffary.  It  was 
certainly  not  neceflary,  becaufc  the  continuation  pf  the  war 
was  not  neceflary.  fGeneral  noife  through  the  Houfe.  Af- 
.ter  a  paufe  he  proceeded  and  faid,]  If  he  was  not  allowed  to 
afiign  his  reafons  in  the  Houfe,  as  he  was  about  to  dO|  he 
muft  fubmit  them  to  his  conftituents  by  fome  other  means. 
fA  general  cry  of  htar!  hear!  He  continued  and  faid,} 
That  he  could  not  bring  himfiErlf  to  -believe  the  continuation 
of  the*  war  necefTary,  unlefs  he  firft  faw  a  fincere  and  •carnfcft 
■endeavour  to  obtain  the  blefTmgs  of  peace,  which  he  by  no 
means  did  believe  had  ever  been  put  in  pradice,  or  even  ta- 
ken ferioufly  into  conteniplation  by  his  Majcfly's  mlniftcrs. 
Neither  would  he  ever  rcpofe  a  moment's  confidence  in.thcm^ 
or^ivc  his  confent  to  the  continuation  of  the  war,  or  believe 
it  X6  be  neceirary,  without  better  grounds  than  thofe  aflcrted 
before  him,  and  unlei's  minifters  did^  relinquifh  their  prcfent 
minions,  wifbes  and  defigns  with  regard  to  France  ;  in  izSt 
if  they  did  not  pradically  renounce  them,  it  'was  impoffible  to 
believe  that  they  had  entered,  or  would  enter,  on  the  negocia- 
tion  fmcerely.  And  he  would  ftate  his  reafons  for  thinking 
-fo.  His  Majefty's  minifters,  at  leaft  fome  of  them,  didcon- 
fefledly  and  avowedly  agree  772  foio^  with  (lie  principles  antl 
opinions  of  the  late  Mr.  Edmund  Burke.  What  thofe  opi-^ 
iHons  were  be  (hould  be  able  partly  to.  ihew  by  reading  ati 
extrad  from  a  publication  of  that  right  honourable  Gentie* 
aiaa's.     Mr.  NichoUs  read  the  following  extraA  of  Mr. 

Vol..  I.  1797.  M  m  Burke's 
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Burke's  letter  to  the  j>uke  of  Portland,  in  1793,  onCe  furrcp^ 
titioufly  pabli(bcd>  page  71^  paragraph  42  ^  it  waslnthcfe 
words: 

•«  I'his  charge  the  party  of  Mr.  Fox  njainta'med,  article  by  article,  be- 
ginning with  the  fii  ft  :  namely,  the  interference  of  peers  at  elections,  and 
"their  noAiinating  in  cffeft  J*evei*al  of  the  Members  of  the  Houfc  of  Coirr- 
-fnoiii.     In  the  printed  lii^  of  grievances  which  they  made  out  on  the  occa^ 
fion,  ami  in  fupport  of  iheir  charge,  is  found  the  borough  for  which,  under 
Xofd  Fi(z^iiham*8  influence,  I  now  fit.     By  this  remonftrance  and  its  ob- 
'jtiSl,  they  h^'pc  to  defrat  the  operation  of  property  in  ele^ions,  and  in  reality 
'ro  ditfblve  the  connexion  and  communication  of  intereils  which  makes  the 
tHonfes  of  PaiHament  a  mutual  fupport  to  each  other.     Mr.  Fox  and  the 
:  Friends  of  the  People  are  not  (b  ignorant  as  >iot  to  know,  that  peers  do  not 
interfere  in  cIc£lIons  as  peers,  but  as  men  of  property.     They  well  know 
that  the  Houfe  of  Lord&  is  by  iifeif  the  feebleft  part  of  the  conftitutioni 
'they  know  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords  is  fopporied  only  by  its  conne6liont 
with  the  Crown,  and  with  the  Houle  of  Commont^^  and  that  without  this 
double  connexion  the  Xx>rds  could  not  cxift  a  fingle  year.  They  know  that 
all  thefe  pirts  of  our  cunititution,  wbilit  they  are  balanced  as  oppofing  in- 
tercrts,  arc  alio  conne6\cd   as  friends  $   oiherwllc  nothing  but  conf^jHon 
'could  be  the  rcfult  of  a  complex  conftitution.     It  is  natnral,  therefore,  that 
.they  who  wilh  the  common  deftrudtlon  of  the  whole  and'of  all  its  parts* 
(boiild  contend  for  their  total  ieparatJon.     But  as  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
is  that  link  which  conne£^s  both  the  other  parts  of  the  conftitution  (the 
Ccownand  the  Lords)  with  the  mafs  of  the  people,  it  is  to  that  link  (as 
it  is  natnral  enough)  that  theh*  inceftant  attacks  are  dire6ied.     That  arti- 
(£cial  repreientation  of  .he  people  being  once  difc  red  ited  and  overturned,  talt 
.^cs  to  pieces,  and  nothing  but  a  pUin  French  Democracy  or  arbitrary 
^IQnarchy  can  podibly  exilt.** 

From  this  it  would  appear,  that  in  the  year  1793  Mr. 

,  Burke  fat  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  through  the  influence 
of  Lord  Fitzwilliam.     The  lift  referred  to  in  that  book 

-  mentioned  above  156  members  Who  were  in  the  fame  fitua- 
tion.  This  aiTertion  Mr.  Burke  had  not  denied,  and  there* 
lore  he  (hould  take  it  for  true.  Mr.  Burke  then  went  on  to  , 
jullify  that  principle;  he  dated  that  peers  did  not  interfere  as 
peers,  but  as  men  of  property.  But  property  did  not  give 
peerage,  though  property  was  ncceflary  for  a  feat  in  the 
Houle  of  Commons.  But  the  refult  of  all  was,  that  this  was 
a  government  of  which  the  reprcfentatives  of  the  Commons 
might  be  nominated  by  peers  ;  and  this  was  the  government 
wiiich  he  was  afraid  would  be  overturned.  The  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  would  not,  he  was  fure,  fay 
that  this  was  the  conftitution  of  the  country ;  the  very  ftandU 
ing  orders  of  the  Houfe  fliewed  that  it  was  a  violation  of 
their  privileges  for  a  peer  to  interfere  at  an  eleAion ;  and  if  it 
was  a  violation  of  their  privileges,  it  muft  be  a  breach  of  the 
conftitution. 

.  Lord 
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Lord  Temple  called  him  to  order.  His  Lordfhip  obferved 
that  he  could  not  difcover  what  relation  the  mention  m^de  by 
Mr.  Burke  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  had  to  the  bufmefs  then  be- 
fore the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Nkhsihcont^ded  that  he  was  perfcdly  in  ordfef .  H© 
was  affigning  his  reafons  for  thinking  the  war  unneceffary; 
and  one  of  thofe  reafons  was,  that  no  fincere  endeavours  had 
been  made  by  his  Majefty's  Minifters  to  procure  peace  \  he 
had  quoted  Mr.  Burke,  in  order  to  (hew  that  fnclvweretfto; 
opinions  of  fome  of  his  Majefty's  Minitters^  that  they  toiil(|  - 
not  meet  peace  becaufe  it  would  deprive  them  of  their  unjuft 
power.  Peers  who  poflefs  the  nomination  of  bonnighs  were 
not  very  likely  to  wiih  for  a  peace,  which  they  knew  wouW 
foon  be  followed  by  a  furrender  of  that  influence  which  they 
had  unjaftly  obtained,  and  wl^ich  the  people  would  not  theni 
allow  them  to  retain. 

Mr.  Deni  faid  he  could  not  fuffer  the  honourable  Gentle^ 
man  to  proceed.  He  had  never  heard  fuch  language  uttered- 
in  that  Houfe.  Nd  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  he  bb-' . 
lieved,  had  ever  fpoke  in  fuch  terms  of  the  Houfe  of  Com*> 
monsy  and  it  waS  not  decent  io  make  fuch  an- attack  upoii 
the  other  Hoofe  of  ParUament  in  that  p;la<^d.  The  hon^r* 
able  Gentleman's  fpeech  \<^as  diforderly,  and  extremely  im- 
proper. '      / 

Mr.  Tiemey  faid,  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Nl- 
cholls)  was  perfedly  ih  order.  He  w^s  (hewing  that  one  of 
the  moft  important  refulutions  of  the- Houfe'  hdd  been  vio- 
latedf  and  one  to  which  thev  had  all  agreed  w^wiW  contradU 
ante.  He  alluded  to  the  (landing  order- igalnft  the  inter".. 
fcrence  of  peers  in  eleSions  for  members  &f  Parlianient. 

Mr.  Dent  infifted  that  Mr.  Nicholls  had  fpoken  difrefpefl- 
fally  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  that  therefore  he  ought  to 
Jiave  been  called  to  order. 

Mr.  Nicholls  faid  he  had  never  fpoken -of  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  as  a  body,  but  only  of  the^peers  whd  Were  proprietors 
of  boroughs.  He  (hould  continue  to  fpeak  of  Lord  Fitz- 
yrilliam  in  that  chara£ler,  though  hewas  far -from  intending 
any  thing  perfonally  dtfrefpeSfui  to  his  Lordfhip.  He  would 
pot  it  to  the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  whether,  if  Mr. 
Sorke's  ftatemcnt  was  true,  Lord  Fitzwilliam  was  not  guilty 
of  a  high  mifdemeanbur*  It  would  be  recollefted  that  Mr, 
Burke  was  the  author  of  Mr.  Hadings's  impeachment,  and 
as  Losd  Fitzwilliam  ftood  in  judgment  on  it  in  the  Houfe  of 
M  m  2  Lords, 
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Lofds,  hi*  Lordfliip  might,  on  that  ictount,  be  confidercd 
both  a£  accuCpr  and  j  udge . 

Sir  pyuiimft  Toung  tcufted  that  he  knew  focnething  of  the 
conflitution  and  pradice  of  that  Houfe,  in  which  he  had  fat 
ibr  feveral  yaacSy  and  he  declared  that  he  had  always  confidered 
jtdifordcrly  to  mention  a  noble  peer  by  name,  who  perhaps 
might  be  within  hearing.  Above  all»-  it  was  highly  indecent 
^  ftate  upon  the  authority  of  a.  printed  book,  that  a  noble 
peer  had  done  an  adion  which  amounted  to  a  breach  of  the 
privileges  of  that  Houfe. 

Mr.  Ni^bolls  faid  the  evidence  of  the  book  completely 
proved,  that  Mr.  Burke  fat  in  that  Houfe  in  confequencc 
(pf  th^  influence  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam.  Mr  Burke,  it  was 
vrell  known,  was  thcauthoi*  of  the  impeachment  of  Mr* 
Hidings;  and  Lord  FitzwilUam,  as  a  member  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  fat  in  judgment  on  that  impeachment.  But 
there  was  another  violation,  not  only  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Houfe,  but  of  one  of  the  moft  important  regulations  belonging 
to  the  Conftituiion.  Supplier  were  always  underftood  to 
originate  in  thait  Houfe,  but  when  peers  appointed  150  mem- 
\^ts  of  the  Houfe  of  Commoos,  the  fupplies  voted  to  the 
crown  might  in.  juftkc  be  confidered  to  originate  in  part  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peefs^       /  ^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe — He  faid  he  had  fat 
U^ojqngto  witneisthfc  violation  of  every  principle  of  order 
^nd  decency.  The  queftlon  bjsfdre  the  Houfe  did  not  relate 
to  Parliameiyary  xtitTm^  nor  to  the  influence  of  peers  in 
eledions  \  and  it  was  very  remarkable  that  this  topic,  (hould 
be  brought  forward  in  a  Committee  formed  for  the  purpofe 
of  confidering  of  ways  and  means  to  make  good  the  fupply 
voted  to  his  Majefty.  , He  could  not  conceive  under  what 
bead  of  fhe  honowable  Gentleman's  argument  he  meant  to 
apply  the  obfervations  he  had  made  refpcfling  Lord  Fitz- 
William.  It  furely  was  not  ncCeffary  that  a  book  written 
1^  a  perfon  now  dcceafed,  (hould  be  referred  to  for  the  pur, 
pefc'  of  fliewing  the  neceflity  of  a  reform  in  Parliaipent.-— 
This  could  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  making  good  the 
fupplies.  There  was  only  one  way  10  which  the  honour- 
able Gentlenun's  argument  could  apply»  and  he  had  long 
(Mtpeded  to  hear  him  give  it  that  turn«  If  he  ihould  bring 
bis  argument  to  that  point,  he  would  then  be  allowed  to  be 
\fk  perleS  order,  namely,  that  as  the  French  DireAory  had 
ftnted  in  their  de^dnitioi)  that  they  v^efe  friendly  to  z  reform, 
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Uid  war  wsis  unneceflaryi  becaufe  it  tended  to  prevc&l  tbtt 
radical  reform  which  they  were  To  anxious  topronxKe. 

Mr,  Nicholls  perfcvered  in  his  aflertions,  that  a  further  coo* 
timiatioxi  of  the  war  was  uoneceffary  ;  and  that  ihe  auteu^ts 
'which  his  Majedy's  minifters  had  tnade  at  a  padiicatkm 
(hottU  not»  in  bis  o[^iniony  be  regarded  as  fincere— art  kail 
fuuch  o£  them  as  had  adhered  to  the  original  motives  of  the 
war  and  bad  been  the  confederated  of  Mr.  Burke,  nwift  fiill 
be  anxious'  for  the  profecution  of  this  fatal  contuft.  Witb 
ibofe*  another  fet  of  men  were  combined  in  their  averfioa  to 
3  termination  of  hofttlities  ;  to  their  power  alfo  the  returfi 
of  peace  might  be  formidable:  the  men  he  alluded  to  were 
ihcHc  who  compofed  the  interior  cabinet ;  until  fuch  men.  r^ 
tire  from  power  there  can  be  no  hopes  of  the  redoraiioa  cf 
iranquitliiy.  This  was  his  firm  opinion  ;  and  this  opLnioo 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  deliver,  whatever  mig^t  be  the  ixiterrup- 
tioQS  to  whic6  he  found  himfelf  fubje^  in  the  Houfe,  or 
whatever  might  be  the  mifreprefentations  and  oblo(}uy  which 
it  might  draw  on  him^  from  other  quarters.  He  would  there^ 
fore  perfift  in  his  oppofition  to  a  tax  which  was  impofed  fcr 
the  avowed  purpofe  of  continuing  the  war,  and  for  preveo^ 
ing  thereturn  of  peace,  and  with  it  a  ParKamentary  reform, 
which  would  at  length  ftrip  the  peers  of  the  power  th^y  had 
ufiirped  over  the  rights  of  the  Commons  of  England.  Thfc 
prefent  new  mode  of  taxation  he  nouft  fiill  continue  to  repro- 
bate, as  unjufl,  inexpedient,  and  unneceifary  ;  and  a  tax  upon 
property  in  general  he  imagined  would  be  fai-  preferableiii 
every  refped.  He  would  even  wifli  that  an  additional  'four 
(hillings  fliould  be  laid  upon  land,  though  he  himfelf  mitft 
have  confiderably  fuiFered  from  fuch  a  tax,  as  the  principal 
part  of  his  property  lay  in  land  :  but  fuch  fclfilh  eonfidesat- 
tions  fhou W'  create  no  obflacle  to  the  performance  of  his  par-- 
liamentary  duty  ;  nay,  he  was  ready  to  fuJFcr  much  heavier 
perfonal  burthens,  foonet  thait  give  his  afleht  t^  a  mode  of 
taxation  that  muft  fo  cruelly  cruft  the  middle  clalTcs  of  fow 
ciety,  who  in  all  countries  muft  form  the  chief  ftrengtb  and 
fupport  of  fociety  at  large. 

•  The  Secretary  at  fP^ar  faid,  he  could  not  but  obferve,  (#ha4 
he  believed  muft  have  been  obferved  by  almoft  every  Gentle- 
man in  the  Houfe)  that  the  honourable  member  who  fpojce 
laft  had  completely  failed  irt  mafcine  good  either  of  his  affer- 
tions,'namely,  that  he  had  been  perfeftly  in  order  thrOnghout 
the  whole  of  his  fpeech,  and  that  the  train  of  arguments  he 
had  endeavoured  to  inUoducc,  wert  properly  conneded  with 
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the  fubje£t  undet  dircullion.  Indeed  the  fpeech  of  the  ho* 
hourable  Gentleman  had  fo  wildly  branchc*  put  into  fuch  a 
variety  of  irrelevant  and  extraneous  matter,  that  it  would  be 
wholly  to  no  purppfe  either  for  him  or  for  the  Houfe  to  fol- 
low the  honourable  member  through  all  his  difcullions;  He 
would,  therefore ,  content  himfelf  with  a  few(hort  remarks 
on  what  feemed  in  ariy  fhape  to  touch  upon  the  queftion  ; 
foralmoft  the  whole  of  his  obfervations  were  entirely  out  of 
the  fcopc  and  view  of  tho^  bufinefs  before  the  Committee. 
Among  many  other  aflertions,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  avowed 
and  fincere  opinion,  that  the  war,  neither  in  its  beginning, 
lior  in  its  intended  continuance,  was  ncceffary  ;  but,  how- 
ever extravagant  fuch  an  aflcrtion  might  appear  at  any  time, 
it  muft  undoubtedly  appear  peculiarly  fo  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, and  under  the  pfefent  circumftances  ;  butihouldthe 
honourable  Gentleman  fucceed  in  making  out  that  pointt^ 
fore  he  was  at,  that  both  the  Houfe  and  the  public  muft 
feel  themfeJves  highly  indebted  to  his  exiertions.  But  to 
what  was  it  that  he  attributed  the  continuation  of  the  war? 
Was  it  not  ^o  the  infincerity  of  his  Majefty's  Miniftcrs  in 
tbtiT  endeavours  at  a  pacification  i  If  they  had  been  dncere 
in  thefe,  their  pretended  paci&c  attempts,  the  honourable 
Gentleman  contends,  that  the  reftoration  of  Peace  maft  have 
been  the  confequence ;  for,  whenever  in  fuch  cafes  people  are 
fincere,  they  can  never  fail  of  accoropli(hing  the  wi&ed  for 
obje£l»  But  furely,  the  honourable  Gentleman  muft  have 
been  not  a  little  oflTbis  guard,  in  hazarding  this  obfervation,  as 
it  muft  be  equally  hard  on  thecandourof  the  French  Direc- 
tory, whofe  condu£t  on  all  occafions,  fome  Gentlemen,  were 
ifo  anxious  to  dcfcnJ.  Had  the  French  Dire^ry  been  fincere 
in  their  wifties  for  Peac^  (as  doubtlefs  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man feems  to  think  they  were),  then  Peace  would  have  necef- 
fanly  been  obtained. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  next  dire£b  his  attack  againft 
tbofe  who  had  at  the  beginning  of  the  French  Revolution  ex- 
preftcd  their  difapprobation  of  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
grounded,  and  of  the  objedh  which  it  had  evidently  in  contem- 
plation, and  he  now  called  on  thofe  who  held  thofe  opinions, 
and  very  pointedly  on  himfelf  (Mr.  Windham)  to  renounce 
thofe  opinions  as  obftacles  to  the  reftoration  of  Peace.  And  at 
what  moment  was  it  that  he  wifhed  them  to  renounce  their 
opinions  ?  Was  it  not  at  the  very  moment  when  thofe  opi* 
nions  were  founded  on  ftrouger  rcafbu  than  ever ;  when  they 
werefupporied  by  a  long  train  of  fa£ts,  and  confirmed  by  every 
day^s  experience^     Was  it  not  at  a  moment  when  the  rrench, 
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fyftcm  was  working  the  ruin  pf  their  own  country  and  all  the 
other  countries  that  permitted  thcmfelves  to  be  dazzled  by  its 
fidfe  allurements  and  deceived  by  the  high  founding  words  of 
Liberty,  Equality,.  &c.  &c  ?  Was  't  not  at  the  vtry  time  when 
it  glaringly  appeared  to  be  the  favourite  obje£l  of  that  iniidious 
and  deftru£live  fydem  to  grafp  at  general  aggrandizement  and 
uniTerfai  E  npire?  Was  it  not  at  a  moment  when  they  breath-^ 
ed  againft  us  a  fpirit  of  peculiarly  envenomed  hoAility,  and 
when  they  openly  and  unrefervcdly  declared,  that  the  extftence 
of  our  Qrovernment  was  wholly  incompatible  with  the  ex- 
ifience  and  predominancy  of  the  French  Republic  ?    Their 
condudy  indeed,  from  the  commencement,  has  uniformly 
ipoken  that  language ;  it  fpoke  it  in  terms  by  no  meaps  ambi- 
guous, or  that  could  le^ve  a  fhadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  fcope  of 
xhe\r  deiigns.     But  not  content  with  their  exprefling  and  ma- 
iiifcding  them  bv  their  condu<Sk,  they  have  now,  to  the  fhame 
and  confufion  ot  thofe  who  have  al!  along  (looped  to  be  their 
advocates,  they  have  now  broadly  and  openly  declared  their 
fentiments  in  a  late  Proclamation,  the  tendency  of  which  it  is 
not  difficult  to  und^rftand.     The  doubts,  therefore,  which 
fome  Gentlemen  continue  to  entertain  of  fuch  being  the  fen- 
timents and  defigns  of  the  FreiKh  Rulers,  muft  now  he  pre- 
fumed,  be  rellnquKhed  and  caft  away. 

Such,  however,  was  the  light  in  which  he  had  always  viewed 
them ;  his  opinions  were  at  firft  grounded  on  conjefture,  and 
on  the  unambiguous  tendency  of  the  French  proceedings,  but 
they  were  now  fully  confirmed  by  thtfir  acknowledgement,  and 
by  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  h&.  Our  ruin  as  a  nation, 
and  the  deftru<^ion  our  Conftitution,  from  which  principally 
were  derived  all  our  national  advantages,  was  the  main  obje^ 
to  which  they  now  direded  the  whole  of  their  exertions ;  it 
was  the  laft  great  labour  which  remained  for  their  valour  and 
ambition  to  atchieve.  After  taking  this  view  of  the  avowed 
defigni  and  efforts  of  the  enemy,  dengns  and  efforts  which  their 
own  language  fo  unequivocally  declare,  how  could  he  be  pre- 
cipitate in  his  endeavours  at  peace ;  how  could  he  think  of  re- 
laxing our  efforts  to  obviate,  counteract  and  fruflrate  the  hoftile 
attempts  which  their  rancorous  animodty  was  aiming  at  our 
deftrudion  ?  How  could  he  but  deprecate  the  return  of  peace, 
Jf  Parliamentary  Reform  was  to  be  its  immediate  coofequence, 
and  that  too  a  Parliamentary  Reform  to  be  endeavoured  at  and 
effedled  on  the  principles  avowed  by  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man, who  took  the  prefent  occafion  to  call  on  Members  of  that 
Hoafe,  and  particularly  on  blm  (Mr,  Windham  j,  to  renounce 
^pinions  which  were  firft  founded  on  cool  and  deliberate  re- 
flexion. 
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fle£tion,  and  which  novir  flood' fully  coofirnacd  by  ii6h  and 
experience  ?  But  on  thefe  topics  be  was  tx>t  difpofed  any  longer 
to  dwell.-  He  would  now  come  to  what  the  honourable  Gen- 
demsn  (eemed  to  regard  as  the  great  qaeftbn  ;  namely,  that 
he,  and  thofe  who  thought  with  htm  concerning  the  inevitable 
etFe£ls  of  the  French  Revolution,  were  ftill  (launch  in  the  af- 
fertion  of  thofe  opinions,  and  that  this  perfeveran-je  on  their 
part  mufl  prove  ah  invincible  oUbcle  to  the  attainment  of 
feace.  Thefe  fentiments  he,  for  one,  would  not  renounce, 
liowever  he  might  again  have  his  ears  fturmed  with  the  Rights 
4if  Man,  with  the  loud  founding  names  of  Liberty,  Equality, 
&c.  &c.  and  all  thofe  hackneyed  phrafes  that  were  now  ex- 
ploded^ and  their  fubftance  at  leaft  extinguished  even  where 
they  firfl  took  birth,  and  of  which,  when  he  trnfted  that  we 
ihould  now  hear  no  more  in  this  Houfe,  faw  the  enemy  eager 
and  determined  to  attack  us  with  every  fpecies  of  hodility  which 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  bittereft  enmity  to  exert ,  when  he 
faw  tliem  determined  to  annoy  us  by  every  fpecies  of  hoftility, 
heightened  and  inflamed  by  their  jealoufy  of  our  wealth,,  our 
prosperity,  the  flourifhing  fiate  of  our  commerce,  the  rank  we 
hokl  in  the  political  world,  and  the  real  liberty  we  enjoy,  muft  not 
the  fupport  they  have  heretofore  received  by  fome  Gentlemen 
in  this  Houfe  now  become  a  ftandin?  difgrace  ?  Muft  not  al^ 
fules  now  agree  that  the  enemy  is  refolyed  to  bear  down  on  us 
with  all  the  a^ivtty  and  rancour  both  of  rivals  and  of  enemies  f 
When  he  viewed  all  this,  it  furely  was  impofiible  for  him  to 
diCclaim.his  firft  opinions,  whatever  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man or  others  might  think  of  fuch  perfeveranoe*  Would  not 
the  peace  which  was  fo  anxiouHy  looked  for.  be  replete  with 
danger  to  the  country ;  and  did  not  the  honourable  Gentleman 
give  dill  further  proof  of  this  danger  by  telling  us  that  this  peace 
would  be  followed  up  by  a  Parliamentary  Reform,  or  in  othet 
words,  with  a  Revolution  ?  Mr.  Windham  was  proceeding  to 
(hew  the  impolicy  and  danger  of  making  peace  with  France, 
.when  he  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  I4'ilberfor€if  whocallcd  him  to  order  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  deviating  into  extraneous  matter  as  much  as  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  who  had  preceded  him. 

Mr.  JVindham  contended  that  he  was  ftridly  in  order,  and* 
that  he  was  only  following  the  arguments  of  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  NichoUs).  He  then  would  alk,^what  had  otrr 
fincerity  to  do  either  with  retarding  or  accelerating  this  great 
€)bjc£k  of  peace  ?  Was  it  not  the  nature  of  the  terms  propofed, 
that  muft  decide  that  point,  and  not  the  nature  tS  our  fenti* 
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ttients  ?  If  the  terms  were  deemed  faitable,  would  not  peace 
have  followed,  whether  the  Dire&ory  thought  us  iincere  or 
not?  Why  did  they  not  carry  on^  the  negociatton  to  a  point 
that  might  prove  this  fincerity  i  He  could  fee  no  connexion 
between  our  fincerity  and  the  attainment  of  peace,  nor  could 
the  honourable-  Gentleman  prove  that  there  exifted  any.  He 
muft  aHb  beg  leave  to  touch  on  the  notion,  that  the  enemy 
would  make  no  peace  with  the  pnefent  minifters.  What  did 
the  honourable  Gentleman  mean  ?  Does  he  wi(h  tocboofe  mi-* 
nifters  recommended  by  the  enemy  i  this  would  be  an  odd  re- 
commendation. Mr.  Windham  took  up  the  queftion  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  and  afked,  if  we  were  to  fet  at  nought  all 
the  principles  ofj;€ligion,  morality,  of  prudence,  and  of  policy, 
that  had  hitherto  been  a  bond  of  union  between  all  the  States 
of  Europe,  and  which  had  moulded  them  togedier  into  one 
family  ?  And  for  what  was  all  this  to  be  facrifi^  i  Was  it  not 
in  order  to  conciliate  the  enemy,  to  promote  the  caufe  of  fuir- 
liamentary  reform,  to  introduce  among  us  univerfal  philan* 
tliropy,  and  French  liberty?  in  a  word,  to  ftoop  to  every  thing 
which  would  argue  a  total  ol)livion  of  every  fentiment  that 
fhould  adluate  us  as  men,  and  difVinguifli  us  as  Engli{hmen  ? 
He  hoped  for  his  part,  that  there  was  no  man  in  that  Houfe  or 
out  of  doors,  who  was  prepared  for  this  degradation  ;  fuch  had 
always  been  his  opinions,  and  he  now  faw  nothing  to  induce 
him  to  rctrad  them, 

Mr.  Plumer  concurred  with  Mr.  NichoIIs  in  pronouncing 
this  new  mode  of  taxation  unjuft — if  it  was  to  be  impofed  on 
tuxuries  it  ought  to  have  no  retrofpeftive  operation,  but  an  op- 
portunity be  left  to  retrench  them — nor  was  it  only  unjufl, 
but  in  maiTy  of  its  modifications  it  would  prove  oppreffive  to  the 
middling  clafies.  He  would  only  add  a  word  with  regard  to 
peace  and  parliamentary  rdform  : — he  would  not  hefitate  to 
fay,  that  he,  for  one,  was  a  friend  to  both ;  and  he  had  the 
happinefs  of  feeling  himfelf  in  a  Gtuation  that  would  not 
permit  his  wifhes  for  the  attainment  of  thofe  two  objedls  to  be 
attributed  to  any  iinifter  motive,  or  t«  want  of  love  and  attach- 
ment to  his  country :  without  a  parliamentary  reform,  h^ 
did  not  think  that  his  country  could  lie  faved. 

Mr.  Hobk^ufe  faid  he  was  happy  the  Chancellor  of  tlic  Ex- 
chequer had  given  time  for  the  coniideration  of  the  fcheme  of 
aiTeirment  which  formed  the  fubjeA  of  that  night's 'difcuffioiu 
Delay  had  enabled  him  to  give  it  much  coniideration,  and  he 
bad  viewed  it  as  varioufly  and  as  coolly  as  he  was  able.  With 
the  leave  of  the  Committee  be  would  therefore  ftate  the  refult 
of  his  examination.     He  fliould  not,  however,  enquire  whe- 
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thcr  we,  or  the  French,  were  the  aggreflRM-s,  or  led  to  the  war 
in  which  we  were  engaged ;  nor  whether  mtnifters  were  finccrc 
in  bringing  forward  |>ro|X)fals  for  peace.  He  did  not  diink  the 
difcuflion  connefled  with.pecrce.  In  reviewing  the  annals  of  a 
very  recent  |)eriod  in  our  hiftory,  he  could  not  fielp  contrtift- 
ing  the  lai^gnage  of  the  MiniRer  in  the  former  Seffion  with' 
the  langiiage  he  held  in  this.  Formerly  the  Ead-India  Com- 
pany were  rated  in  the  Ways  and  Means  at  500,000!.  now 
they  afe  notliing.  Then  it  was  tifual  to  make  pompous  dif- 
Inlays  of  exports  and  imports,  hut  on  this  occafion,  rfiat  theme 
had  been  dropj^ed,  and  he  was  led  to  fupitofe,  that  as  we  had  no 
Continental  Allies,  we  had  no  exports,  or  their  amount  was 
tooincontidcralile.to  be  mentioned.  There  was  nothing:  faid* 
in  this  Seffxon  of  the  -advantage  of  fubfidics  r  not  a  word  to? 
prove  that  one  niHIion  employed  in  that  way  was  better  than* 
three  milhons  employed  upon  tlie  fervice  of  our  own  troops. 
Nothing  of  Franctt  hcing  on' the  ver^  or  in  the  gulph  of  bank- 
ruptcy. Inftead  of  this,  w&  were  in  fa£l  called  upon  to  defend 
our  crwlit  againft  an  arrogant  and  powerful  foe.  He  was  notable 
to  fay,  whether  the  eftimates  were  accurate  as  far  as  they  extend- 
ed, but  thought  thera  much  under-rated.  To  provide  for  the 
expenditu/re>  of  which  eftimates  had  been  laid  before  the  Houfe, 
it  was  dated  in  the  Ways  and  Mcan.s  that  the  land  and  malt 
tax  amounted  to  2,750,0001. ;  in  addition  to  this,  we  are  to 
raife  700,000!.  on  the  growing  furplas  of  the  confolidated  fund* 
and  the  lottery.  He  would  here  remark,  that  the  lottery  alone 
had  hitherto  been  rated  at  500,000!.  annually,  and  as  to  the* 
confolidated  fuiKl,  inltead  of  heing  accumulated,  there  was  a 
deficiency  of  200,000!.  Anotlier  refource  was,  the  borrowing 
three  millions  of  the  Bank,  and  a  more  fingular  tTanfaiiiony 
perhaps,  never  came  before  a  legiflature.  He  was  one  of  thofc 
who  was  averfe  to  any  connection  between  the  Bank  and*  the 
Government,  and  when  he  referied  to  the  printed,  cor refpofv 
dence  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  with  the 
DiretSiors  of  the  Bank,  complaining  of  being  embarfafled  by 
their  fupplies  to  Government,  he  could  not  but  wonder  to  find 
them  now  fo  reatiy  to  advance  a  fum,  that  mod  enormoufly 
exceeded  what  pi  udeive,  and  a  regard  to  the  welfare  of  x\\c 
country  woutd  have  warranted.  He  could  not  therefore  ap- 
prove of  railiiig  that  fum  in  iiich  a  way.  He  now  came  to  the 
xnoft  important  prt  oJ  the  lubje^S ;  the  feven  millions  to  be 
,rai{jbd  by  an  affcirment  on  the  aflfefled  taxes.  The  right  ho- 
nourable GeHtleman  had  alfigned  two  motives  far  adopting  this 
(checne  of  Finance.  Firft,  the  impreffion  it  would  make  on 
the  cniarvy,  by  ihewing  them  that  our  rcfourccs  were  great,  and 
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every  way  adequate  to  the  crifis.  But  he  could  not  think  the 
enemy  would  rcgardfuch  a  plan  of  afleflment  as  any  proof  of  our 
prafperily  ;  »they  were  more  likely  >o  conBder  it  as  nothing  bqt 
aiDcafure  ariling  from  the  preflbrc  of  greater  diftrefs.  The: 
ne;ct  motive  was  w'rth  regard  to  pofteritv.  The  right  honour-^ 
nblc  Gentleman  had  >faid»  that  it  was  alwsy«  deemed  necelTary 
Mid  wife  to  facrifice  a  part  to  fave  the  whole  ;  and  that'unlefs  the 
country  were  called  upon  in  this  hour  of  difficulty  and  datigtr 
to  the  afftrrtion  of  its  dignity,  by  a  dif(]lny  of  its  wealth  andi 
power,  pofterity  mi^ht  not  have  tranfmitted  to  them  that  heft 
and  mofl  glorious  oiall  our  hleffings ;  a  freeCpnftitution..  But 
Mr.  Hobhoufe  did  not  think  it  was  taking  great  care  of  pofteri^* 
•ty*  to  tranfmit  to  them  our  inheritance  of.  taxes,  and  the  bur-^ 
kthen  of  a  debt  accumulated  to  fatiate  the  anibittoin  or  the  avarice 
of  a  Prince  or  Minifter.  Another  objedion  he  had  to  the  pro-. 
pofi^  aiTeflment  was,  that  it  left  no  optioD,  but  compelled  mem 
fi9<f»y^wbat  they  twoald  wiih  to  lay  afide,  'tmd  which  onlff 
the  ab(encef>f  all  apprehenfion  of  fo  fevere  a  contribution  hsul' 
encouraged  them  to  adopt.  The  Minifter  had  exultingly  an<^ 
ticipated  that  few  would  be  unwriling  to  contct^ute  to  the  de^ 
ience  of  the  country  in<.a  ftate  of  danger/;  ben  that  anf  mayr 
.contribute,  he  has  found  it  nece£iry  to  modify  the  Afieffinent,' 
and  this  is  making  the  people  fay,  we  would  and  we  would. nor 
.ctotribute.  Anodier  obfervation  he  would  make,  and  it  related' 
to  the  lar^.capitaUfts,  by  annuity.  He  tfowfidexcd  them  very 
.firoper  ofajefis  of  the  affefiment,  being  as  much' as.  any  da6  ot 
men  interefied  in  impreffing  die  enemy  with  terror,  and  a  re*: 
Yfereoce  for  our  inexhauftibk  refources.  To  tUsk  fni^htpno^.* 
bably  be  objected,  that  it  would  be  difficult,>tc)r  afcertainther 
amount  of  capital  poflefied  by  each  indWiduaL'  .BuCiwasknotj 
as  eafy  to  take. the  declaration,  or  oath  of  a  capitalift,  as  any- 
other  member  of  the  community  ?  As  to  the  idsa  .that  capi« 
taljfts  Would  not  come  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  State,  il  any 
maa  ferioufly  entertained  it,  it  appeared  to  him,  to  be  feqnded^ 
oin  ignorance  of  the  human  mind.  Another  obje£Uon  be  had 
^fooaded  on  the  palpable  inequality  of  the  rate  of  contrrbution,' 
and  degrees  of  property.  While  tome  of  the  'Very  rich  would' 
pay  only  a  )few  pounds,  the  poor  tradefman<  would  be.  over- 
whelmed with  taxes.  Frsm  the  nature  of  fome  trades,  a  great: 
^many  buildings  maft  be  .occopied  by  a  man  whofe  income  is, 
fmali.  On  fuch  the  alleiFment  would  faH  oppreffivety  heary. 
This  was  fit  matter  of  rcgulatksn.  But  reallv  the  meafure 
went,  Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  to  ruin  alL  It  would  prove  .vexa«- 
tbus  to  the  tax-gatherers,  and  be  was  afraid  might^be.acoom« 
2  Na  .-  panied. 
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paniedy  in  kmt  of  its  ftag^,  i^tth  a  tarbultncc  that  might  lead 
gBntlcmen  to  deploretbe  number  of  kilied  and  wounded. 
;  An  honourable  Baronet  had  alluded,  in  the  courfe  of  bis 
fpeech»  to  builders.  He,  too,  had  occafion  to  confid^r  the 
circumflances  of  fome  of  that  defcription.  In  a  tetter  which  he 
had  received  from  Briflol,l)e  had  met  with  important  Fnibrma'* 
tion  on  this  fubje^i.  From  it  he  could  colle^y  that  a  builder 
who  has  faved  perhaps  looL  by  fpecuhtion,  not  unfrequently 
hGriows7Pol.  and  gives  fecurity  on. his  houfesfbr  the  payment^ 
Thefe  builders  uke  ppon  themfelves  by  leafe  to  pay  all  taxes ; 
but  it  would  be  hard  indeed  if  tlicy  were  aflefled  according  to 
the  rt^t  honourable  Gentleman's  plaa^  while  the  occupiers  of 
the  boufes  efcaped  all  contribution.  ^Having  (iated  this,  he 
hoped  that  in  the  further  (lages  of  the  bufineis,  fome  regular 
tbn  would  be  adopted  that  ihooid  embrace  -that  clafs  of  trsdef- 
inen.  It  was  indeed  defirabk  to  make  it  eafy  for  the  poor ;  as. 
it  was  vain  to  Aippofe  that  a  fcheme  of  taxation  fo  heavy  and 
iricfome  would  not  affe£k  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo;de;  they 
would  be  fufieiers  in  a  thouiand  ways  from  its  operation.  The 
Britifli  nation  had  always  been  diftinguifhed  for  the  libeialtty 
with  which  its  diaritalne  foundations  are  endowed,  as  well^si 
t)ie  fpirit  in  which  benevolent  fubfcripriom  are  always  pro- 
OMited.  Jiut  this^x  would  prevent  the  dfiffufion  of  tliat  phi* 
lanthropy  for  which  the  nation  had  been  fo  diftingui/bed. 
Thus,  therefen,  would  the  poor  fuffer  intolerable  injqry  from 
Aemeafore.  Soit  was  with  reipeft  to  the  tax  upeil  wiqe; 
perfontwho  befene  it  was  impofed,  werpable  toafibrdoodiT 
iionally  to  give  wine  as  a  medicine  to  the  poor,  could  not,  after 
lis  attadment,  extend  their  benevqlence.  If  it  be  an  evil  so 
pay  iotsreft  of  loan,  it  mull  be  ruin  where  capital  and  iniereft 
are  raifed  at  once.  He  believed  that  inftead  of  the  tax  proving 
prodttdivp,  it  vfould  produce  much  defecation  of  revenuo. 
'!lphe  old  taxes  would  jdecreafe  becqufe  people  who  may,  by  this 
retrafpe£tive  afleffinent,  be  now  forced  to  pay  a  heavy  coniri"* 
bution,  will  take  care  not  to  continue  the  ufe  of  the  articles  on 
which  the  afleflcd  taxes  attach.  But  forced  loans  were  every 
wly  injurious:  tp  a  country,  and  unfafo  for  a  Minifter.  In 
Holland  they  attempted  a  forced  loan  of  a  fifth  part  of  property, 
^d  although  interdft  of  money  was  fo  low  as  Uiree  and  a  half 
per  cent,  added  to  the  Dutch  coming  forward  with  great  aia** 
crity,  it  was  found  that  ^le  produce  of  ten  per  cent,  on  idl 
their  property,  fell  much  ihort  of  one  half  th^!  iiim  intendedto 
be  nifod.  Thus  had  tliey  attempted  the  raifing  thtir  loan  from 
one^fifth  of  the  property,  it  muft  have  proved  infinitely^unpro-^ 
doAive.  This  is  ea£]y  accounted  for.  More  pcijury  than  was 
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committetl  on  the  occation  never  dirgraced  human  conduA, 
Hence  muftall  foried  contributions  occafion  a  great  deal  of  im- 
monlitj  in  a  fface.  It  has  been  faid  that  the  cxpcnce  of  col<» 
ledljpg  the  afleiTnient  will  be  inconfiderahlc  ;  but  l:e  could  not 
tliink  the  expence  would  be  fmall,  if  every  where  in  this  me- 
tropolis and  throughout  the  country  declarations  are  employed. 
The  next  branch  of  the  right  honourable  GentlcmjHi's  p<'Oje£^ 
is  the  twelve  millions  by  loan^  to  be  fet  off  by  tour  mil  lions  of 
finkjng  fund,  and  eight  millions  by  affcficd  taxes.  But  thcfs 
provi&ons  would,  be  contended,  prove  wh.olly  inadequate. 
Qur  good  and  faithful  ally*  the  magnanimous  and  great  £in^ 
peror,  had  left  us  burdened  with  the  payment  of  the  inteirell^ 
;}hd  the  lofs^  perhaps*  of  tl)e  capitaUof  the  Imperial  lo;^ns.  He 
wiihed  to  know  how  this  intered  was  to  be  provided  for.  Mr* 
Hobhoqfe  next  conGdered  the  ftate  of  the  revenue ;  it  was,  he 
faid,  ufual  for  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  to  mis-date 
the  revenue  ';  he  had  rated  the  old  taxes  at  fourteen  millions  ; 
but  by  a  paper  in  bis  hand,  thcv  an^oijnte.d  only  to  thirteen 
mtUioits  and  a  few  tboufands.  What  he  had  edimated  at 
twenty  millioai,  only  produced  feventccn  millions;  thefe 
were  pot  unimportant  proofs  of  the  incapacity  of*  chg  country  to 
bear  taxes,  This  waf  the  more  melancholy,  linae  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  the  waceboufes  were  full  of  uaLttarketal>le  goods, 
and  the  yvorkmen  turned  off  for  the.  want  of  i\\c  n>ean&^uf  em* 
ploying  them,  ConisQerce  was  not  Icfs  opprcfletk  Upon  "the 
whole,  therefore,  he  could  not  hut  confidcr  the  propofeJ  affefC- 
paent  injudicious,  unequal,  and  oppreffive.  But  if  he  could 
even  think  more  favourably  of  the  plan,  he  (hould  with  great 
reludance  put  money  i^to  thebandsof  his  Majefty'sMiniiters. 
They  were  the  authors  of  all  our  calamities*  By  interfering 
in  the  internal  affairs  of  pther  dates,  tliey  had  plunged  us  in  a 
ruinops  war  ;  a  war  which  they  might  frequently  have  termi- 
nated. They  iiave  attempted  to  bujly  other  potentates  into  a 
compHance  with  their  projefts,  but  have  withdrawn  their  map* 
dates  on  the  ilighteft  (hew  of  refiftanvC  ;  they  bavcTwrrowed 
money  on  bad  terms  to  fiibfidize  faithlcfs  allies.  They  have 
JTent  money  out  of  the  country  without  the  confent  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  theTarliament  at  the  time  fitting.  They  have  i^v- 
tjTodnced  and  Derfevcrcd  in  a  fyftem  of  e/pionagc^  of  fetting 
brother  againu  brother,  and  man  againft  man.  They  have 
deftroyed  the  credit  of  the  Bank,  and  made  it  bankrupt,  while 
the  national  faith  has  been  fhamefully  viojated.  They  have 
cut  off"  the  people  from  liberty  of  fpeech,  and  aU  the  means  of 
acouiring  political  information.  They  have  fo?m  deep  the 
.       '  feeds 
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feeds  of  our  dcftiuflion,  and  now  arc  about  to  jeap  the  harveft 
ot  plunder  and  peculation. 

Mr.  PUrrepoint  faid,  I  believe  I  aai'Tpeafeiiig  the  (enti-r 
mcnts  of  every  £ng1ii})man  when  I  fay  1  feel  great  regret  at 
the  very  heavy  burthens  which  are  about  to  be  laid  upon  the 
people  of  this  country.  But  I  fear  there  is  no  remedy  for  it* 
1  Aall  only  aik  a  Angle  qucdton,  and  I  beg  the  mbft  ferious 
atttention  and^confideration  of  the  Committee  to  it :  |s  there 
jiiftice,  is  there  franknref^y  is  there  proj><rieiy,  iha.t  part  of 
thefe  heavy  burthens  Ihould  Jiot  be  felt  or  boTflc  by  any  part 
of  the  Royal  Family,  or  their  dependents  ?  If  they  were  to 
come  forward,  it  would  have  a  good  effeft ;  although  the 
ftim  could  be  but  fmall>  it  would  endear  ^hem  to  their 
xu>utttry. 

Colonel  fVood  thought  <hat  the  Fefourccs  of  this  country 
wwe  abundant,  bm  that  the  ^prefent  plan  was  defeflive,  in- 
afmucK  as  the  higher  orders  were  not  called  upoq  to  contri- 
bute their  due  proportion.  Me  underftood  ttiat  the  refourccs 
of  this  country  were  in  perfonal  property  extremely  great ; 
tliat  property  he  conceived  to  be  worth  from  fix  to  feven 
hundred  millions  ;  the  landed  property  ftill  as  much  ;  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  India  property  bemg  added  to  them,  the 
whole  would  amount  te  trp wards  of  twenty  Mmdred  mil- 
lions, which  at  a  tax  of  one  per  cent,  would  produce 
twenty  mitHons.  He  wiflied  very  much,  if  that  >vcre  prac- 
ticable, that  fuch  property  (hould  be  caHcd  fpith  to  aid  the 
itate,  upon  equitable  principles. 

Mr.  £knt  was  not  prepared  to  give  ajiy  opinion  upon  this 
;ilan,  but  wilhed  to  hear  it  difcufled  in  the  detail. 

Mt:  Burdon  faid,  the  queftionnow  was,  not  wliat  might 
appear  agreeable  to  tncn's  wifhes,  but  what  was  neceflary  tQ 
be  done.  A  gentleman  over  the  way,  (IVfr.  NichoIIs)  had 
begun  by  putting  entirely  out  of  fight  the  nec'edity  of  the  war^ 
He  fliould  rather  have  pointed  oyt  fomething  lii:c  a  rcafou 
upon  which  he  denied  that  neceillty.  He  had  (aid  giucb 
againfl  the  necc^ty  of  the  war,  and  declared  bis  dc^ 
termination  to  oppofe  the  meaftires  of  .AdminSflration  ;  bia 
he  had  long  conceived  what  was  now  evidetnt  from  the  Ian- . 
guage  and  manner  of  the  French:  they  had  jiow  thrown. off 
the  mifk,  and  it  appeared  that  their  views  were  moft  point- 
edly direfted  againll  this  government.  They  were  indeed  the 
fame  plans  they  had  ever  kept  in  view  at  all  times  regarding 
the  fate  of  this  country,  and  regarding  the  general  balance  of 
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Europe,  althougk  it  had  a;ppeared  (lill  more  by  their  lats 
condiid  than  at  any  former  period.  That  honourable  Genile- 
man  had  confidered  it  his  duty  to  his  conflituents  tooppofe 
the  prcfcnt  meafiircs,  to  oppofc  the  war,  and  to  oppofe  Ad- 
mintdratvon.  He  telt  it  to  be  a  facrod  duty  both  lo  himfcU' 
and  to  his  conflituents,  to  Aipport  ihem.  He  confidered 
himfelf,  not  as  that  honourable  Member  had  fpoken  of  him- 
lelf,  as  the  reprcfentative  of  a  few  ;  or  like  a  right  honour- 
able Member,  (Mr.  Burke)  now  no  more,  from  whofe  work 
he  had  tead  an  extraft,  and  whom  he  defer ibcd  as  reprefent- 
ing  a  fingle  individual  in  that  Houfe.  He  confidered  himfelf 
as  the  reprefentative  of  the  people  at  large.  He  thought  it 
his  duty  to  fupportthe  war  ;  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  fopport 
the  preftsit  Admmtftratkxi,  bccaufe  bethought  they  would 
crufli  thfc  enemy  ;  and  he  thought  they  would  not  Grofli  the 
lower  ranks  of  fociety,  as  tha;t  honourable  Member  had 
fiated.  He  by  no  means  agreed  that  the  withdrawing  a  fmall 
part  of  the  capital. of  individuals,  neceflarily  prevents  their 
capital  from  being  employed  in  the  conduft  of  their  own 
concerns.  It  is  at  their  option  to  difclofe  or  not  to  difclofc 
their  circumHanceF,  and  therefore  it  did  not  neceflarily  de* 
ftroy  the  fource  ot  indudry,  or  fubtra£i  from  capital  fo  as  to 
prevent  the  lucrative  employments  of  their  refpeflive  voca- 
tions. Every  man  on  whom  the  tax  was  liable  to  weigh  at 
all  heavily,  had  the  meausof  relief  by  a  partial  diiclofureof 
hiscircumflanccs,  that  is,  by  a  difclofure  to  a  certain  point 
of  what  hi J^  income  was.  "With  regard  to  his  Majcfty  and 
the  Royah  Family  coming  forward,  as  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber had  propoftd,  this  furely  was  too  trifling  an  objeS  in  the 
article  of  finance  and  of  national  refources,  to  merit  confide- 
ration.  His  Majefty's  utility  confifted  in  the  execution  of 
his  office,  and  of  the  laws  of  the  country.'  It  was  too  trifling 
an  ol)je£lto  look  to  as  matter  of  fupply,  and  he  was  forry  fuch 
an  obfervation  fbould  have  fallen  from  the  honourable 
Gentleman. 

Mr.  PierrepQint  rofe^  merely  to  fet  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman right,  in  regard  to  what  had  fdllen  from  him  refped't- 
ing  the  Royal  Family.  He  faid  that  it  was  not  juft  that  the  ^ 
Royal  Family  and  all  their  dependants  fliould  be  exemp? 
from  the  tax.  Such  an  exemption,  when  the  country  was 
fo  generally  opprefled,  was  really  (hocking. 

MT.ElliJon  faid,  that  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite 
to  him  (Mr.  Nicholls)  would  prove  the  tax  to  be  unnecef- 
iary,  he  (hould  go  away  extremely  relieved.    But  how  did 
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he  attempt  to  prove  that  aiTcrtion  ?  By  faying  that  the  waf 
itfclf  was  uhti^ccflary  ;  and  he  was  fo  far  of  a  contrary  opi- 
nion in  this  refpeS,  that  he  was  proud  to  fay  that  h>  wai 
one  of  thofe  who  had  fijpported  it  from  the  beginning.  It 
was  a  war  in  whichthe  enemy  had  been  originally  the  ag- 
greflTor,  and  had  continued  the  aggrcifor  throughout :  and  it 
was  a  war  which  had  been  fupportod  by  the  bold  manly  con* 
dud  of  that  Houfc,  and  fandioncd  by  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 
tncnt.  Another  honourable  Gentleman  had  declared  on  a 
former  evening,  that  he  coHld  not  go  from  that  Houfe,  and 
look  his  conftituents  in  the  face,  unlcfs  he  oppofcd  the  mca- 
fiirc  t«  the  ntmoll  of  his  power.  '  He  was  bold  to  fay,  he 
ibould  blufli  to  face  his  conllituents,  if  he  did  oppofe  it.  He 
recollcfted  that  we  had  to  do  with  an  enemy  who,  while  they 
themfelves  were  the  aggrcflbrs,  conftantly  declared  us  to  be 
fo,  and  conftantly  protefted  that  ihcy  would  even  make  us 
pay  the  expences  ot  the  war.  It  was  a  war  tipon  which  the 
profperity  and  even  the  cxiftence  of  the  country  depended.  It 
was  a  war  to  fupport  which  he  was  ready,  not  only  to  give  up 
one-tenth,  but  one-half  of  his  property.  He  recolle£led 
that  our' anceftors  had  bequeathed  us  a  conftitution,  which 
•  was  better  than  any  wealth  or  inheritance  they  could  have 
left  us  pofleflcd  of.  They  had  left  us  a  conftitution  for  which 
he  would  facriiice  the  laft  Ihilling  of  his  property,  and  the 
l^ft  drop  of  his  blood  ;  and  he  (hould  then  confider  that  he 
^  left  his  chikiren  a  better  thing  than  all  the  accumulated, 
wealth  he  could  tranfmit  them. 

Gentlemen  had  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  ufurped  power 
of  Adminiftration,  and  about  the  reform  of  Parliament,  as 
if  the  pVefent  conicft  were  a  conteft  merely  for  the  reform  of 
Parliament,  and  not  for  the  very  exiftence  of  the  coontry. 
Gentlemen  had  heard  of  the  lofles  of  coach*makers  and  of 
manufacturers.  There  was  not  a  man  in  that  Houfe,  and 
he  (hould  be  very  forty  it  (hould  go  out  of  that  Houfe,  that 
there  was  a  nian  in  it,  who  would  go  farther  to  protect  the 
property  and  profpetiry  of  the  country,  than  himfelf.  He 
believed  that  there  lUlt  exifted  in  this  country  the  famefpirit 
as  formerly :  he  believed  that  fpirit  '^oReffed  a  kind  of  claf- 
♦icity  which  would  rife  till  it  conquered  this  enemy. 

The  hit  dtclaraiion  of  ihc  honournble  Gentleman  wasonei 
which  had  converted  an  honourable  Baronet  in  that  Houfe  ; 
and  in  regard  to  this  lie  would  dwell  more  upon  the  efieft 
than  the  fubltance.  It  had  been  well  ftated  by  the  Chan- 
ceikir  of  the  Exicheqtjcr^  that  the  real  object  of  the  war  grofe 
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from  tbt  hatred^  thejcaloafy,  the  anitnofity,  and  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  point  which  tl^y  confidered  as^ 
their  rallying  point,  was  the  deftruiSion  of  this  country  and 
government.  If  happinefs  and  peace,  and  focial  comfort^ 
were  ev^r  to  be  introduced  again  into  the  world,  this  nation 
he  hoped,  would  be  the  tallying  point  around  which  they 
would  alTembie. 

With  refpcfl  to  the  plan  of  finance  now  propofcd,  he  was 
decidedly  for  it,  becaufe  he  thought  it  a  neccifary  meafure. 
If  it  Ihould  be  found  neceilary  hei:eafier  for  every  man  to 
declare  the  amount  of  his  property,  he  ihould,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  fupport  that  meafure..  In  that  cafe,  every  thing  ^ 
that  was  property  ought  to  be  takcji  into  the  account ;  land^ 
mortgages,  flock,  funded  property,  all  were  ^equally  pro* 
petty,  and  ought  equally  to  pay  for  protection. 

Inftead  of  blaming  the  meafure  now  propofcd,  if  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet  could  tlifcover  a  means  whereby  to  raife 
the  whole  fupplies  within  the  year,  as  he  had  faid.  was  prac« 
ttcable,  he  and  every  man  would  thadk  him  tnoft  cprdjally 
for  his  plan.  By  fuch  a  mode  of  employing  his  abilities,  he 
was  fure  he  would  render  his  country  a  very  iqiportant  fer-* 
vice.  Till  fuch  a  plan  was  propofed,  he  (hould  approve 
that  now  before. the  Houfe.  That  plan  was  fuch  as  to  re- 
lieve a  large  portion  of  tHe  fubjeds,  by  the  modifications 
which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  fo  judicioufly  iiu 
troduced,  and  which  were  fuch  as  to  admit  of  any  neceflary 
degree  of  alleviation  to  the  fubje£l.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
his  Majefty's  Minifters  had  throughout  the  war  conduced 
the  veflel  of  the  ftate  with  great  wifiom  ;  and  he  doubted  not 
they  would  ultimately  bring  it  fafely  into  the  haven  of  peace.^ 
But  while  the  commanders  were  piloting  us  with  fecurity^ 
it  became  the  duty  qi  the  mariners  to  be  firm  upon  their  poft*' 
Let  us  look  over  the  niode  of  relief  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  had  propofed  for  the  lower  clafles.  It  wa9 
(tich  as  efFedually  to  relieve  thofe  who  were  leaft  able  to  con- 
tribute to  the  exigencies  of  the  (late  ;  and  in  this  view  of  the 
Aibjefi,  he  was  confident  that  it  was  fuch  that  every  man 
|Xiu(l  be  fatisfied  that  the  Houfe  \aA  done  their  duty. 

Mx.  Tieraey  faid,  after  tbe^  confidcrable  length  of  time . 
which  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  took  to' 
^nfwer  what  had  been  faid  by  my  honourable  friend,  and 
alfo  what  I  laid  myfelf  on  a  former  bccafion,  efpecially  as 
be  had  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  with  me  in  private,  I  tr,'^ 
pe£led  fcHnf^iog  more  explicit  trom  him..   He  alluded  to 
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the  cafe  of  the  lives  and  property  men^  and  to  the  opinion  I 
gave  upon  that  fubjiefl.  I  hold  the  fame  opinion  of  them 
iKll.  He  has  not  ftated  that  opinion  corredly  ;  I  never  did 
fay  that  my  objeflion  was  to  the  loyalty  loan  ,  but  when 
that  loyalty  fell  to  a  difcount,  they  feemed  inclined  to  ivilh 
they  had  withheld  their  efforts^  and  afterwards  defired  to  be 
rpimburfed  /or  loffes,  the  rilk  of  which  they  never  intended 
to  incur, 

.  The  Honourable  Gentleman  was  alfo  pleafed  to  allude  to 
what  I  faid  concerning  the  misfortune  of  being  prefent  when 
this  plan  was  opened.  I  did  fay  that  ha,ving  the  misfortune 
to  be  prefent,  aud  God  knows  I. feel  much  reafon  to  lament 
I  did  not  turn  my  back  on  this  Houfe  with  thofe  who  have 
done  fo,  for  furely.ihat  is  the  wifeft  courfe  to  take,  when  a 
lioufc,  calling. itfelf  the  reprefentation  of  the  people,  re^ 
verfes  all  the  well-known,  eflablrihtd,  and  acknowledged 
rules  of  taxation.  But.  having  the  misfortune  to  be  prefent, 
I  did  aifert  that  I  could. not  face  my  condituents  without  be- 
ing prepared  to  aifure  them  I  had  done  every  thing  in.  my 
power  to  oppofe  the  prefent  plan.  Whetlier  the.  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Southwaik,  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Lincoln  will  be  bell  fatisfied  with  the  condud:  of  their  re* 
prefcntative  may  be  foon  difcov^red.  From  what  I  iiavc 
already  heard,  and  from  what  I  feel,  I  apprehend  that  ho- 
nourable  Gentleman  will  not  long  be  popular  with  his  con- 
flituentSt  I  did  not  mean  to  fay  any  thing  this  night  on  the 
conduS  of  the  Minifter  in  the  management  of  the  prcfept 
war.  I  cannot  now,  however,  help  obferving  that  it  was  a 
little  fmgular  that  my  honourable  friend  fhould  he  called  to 
order  in  fjpeaking  on  the  prefent  war,  and  that  a  right  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  who  followed  him  fliould  have  fpoken 
for  half  an  hour  upon  nothing  elfe.  That,  however,  was 
not  the  fault  of  his  friends,  for  I  think  I  could  perceive  un- 
eafmefs  in  fome  of  them  while  he  was  fpeaking.  Indeed 
that  right  honourable  Gentleman  is  in  a  fituation  of  fome 
cmbarraflinent.  He  has  been  for  a  long  time  their  Qppo-i 
xient,  ^nd  is  now  under  the  ncceflity  of  maintaining  that  no-» 
ftiing  is  more  confiftcnt  than  the  whole  of  their  condud«  1 
do  not  wonder  that  tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fliould 
be  alarmed  at  fome  of  the  expreflions  of  his  fight  honourable 
friend  :  they  are  extremely  diiFerent  in  their  drfpofitions ; 
the  Secretary  at  War  is  a  man  of  plain  manners,  and  of  rigid 
attachment  to  his  principles,  and  we  are  fure  to  have  from 
bim  ^  U^fi  dcfcription  of  his  feelings  ;  hovrever^  when  he 
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fpeaks  again,  as  we  have  an  opportunity  of  Hearing  htm  bat 
feidoflif  I  hope  he  will  be  provided  with  a  better  fet  of  rea(bil3 
to  fupp(>rt  his  dodlrine  than  thofe  which  he  has  laid  before  us 
to-night.  I  confider  him  as  a  perfon  who  wiflu-s  to  fill  up  the  gap 
occahoned  by  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Burke ;  but  unfortunately 
wx!  fee  nothing  remaining  of  that  ftatefman  but  his  violence^ 
klat  lead  do  1  feel  itt  and  fo  I  think  this  country  will.  What 
other  imprcflion  can  the  fcntiments  of  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  convey  ?  He  tfclls  us  plainly  it  is  of  no  import- 
ance what  the  French  may  think  concerning' ihe  fincerity 
with  whidi  we  attempted  to  negociate.  He  avows^  as  becomes 
hiih  fince  he  feels  it,  that  the  war  was  entered  into  with  a  view 
to  oppofe  French  principles.  He  tells  ui  plainly  that  be  faw 
at  the  commencement  of  their  Revolution,  that  their  princi- 
ples were  hoftUe  to  all  law,  all  order,  all  religion,  and  all  fu- 
bordination  in  fociety.  1  leave  it  to  him  to  explain  why»  un- 
der fuch  a  convt£tton,  be,  as  one  of  the  Cabinet,  coofented  to 
fending  an  Ambafiador  to  treat  with  perfons  who  cheri(hed 
fuch  prificiples.  1  leave  it  to  him,  for  it  concerns  him  and  not 
iTie,  to  explain  why  he  fubmitted*  to  the  opening  a  negociatioii 
under  fuch  circumftanccs,  and  which  muft  eitlier  be  fruitlefs 
or  he  muft  abandon  his  own  principles^  Thefe  principles^ 
however.  It  is  maniieft  he  has  not  abandoned,  for  he  has  told 
us  this  night,  that  he  has  notaltetaed  his  opinion.  He  told  us 
moftdiAin^ly  and  emphatically,  that  French  priciplesvver« 
hc^ile  to  all  law,  all  order,  all  religion,  and  all  Subordination 
in  fociety  ;  for,  fays  be,  concifely  and  in  a  pithy  manner,  **  I 
thought  fo  once,  but  now  I  know  it."  By  which  he  conveys 
to  ur  an  idea  that  the  Frencli  Revolution  was  at  firft,  in  his 
opinion,  a  dreadful  ditbrder ;  but  that  now  he  has  the  comfpri 
of  decUriftg  it  incurable. 

.  When  the  queftion  of  Reform  in  Parliament  was  mentioned 
this  night,  I  oWerved  gieat  uneafineft,  and  indeed  it  was  treat- 
ed by  lome  as  matter  of  impertinence  to  introduce  it.  1  know 
\\o  reafon  why  it  (hould  be  fo  conftdered,  nor  of  any  irregu^ 
larity  in  mentioning  it>  wlien  heavy  burthens  are  about  to  be 
>mpofed  by  ihisHoufe  on  thofe  whom  it  is  our  duty  faithfully 
to  reprcfcHt.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  when  that 
fabjeft  was  propofed  by  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  oppofed 
it  indeed  ;  but  how  ?  Not  by  fluting  that  he  was  ao  enemy  to 
all  Reform*  but  that  it  Was  a  queftion  which  could  not  be.  pru- 
dently agitated  until  the  war  was  at  an  end.  I  always  undcr- 
ftood  him  to  profeft  at  leaft  that  he  is  a  ftr€;nij3us  advocate  for 
Keform.  [Here  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fignified 
fomc  difapproba^jion.     Mr.  Ticrney  procQcdedrj    I  do  not 
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knov\/  whether  I  am  too  charitable  towards  that  right-  honour-^ 
able  Gentleman,  when  I  conceive  hira  to  lie  incapable  of  an 
entire  derelr^ion  of  his  original  principles ;  they  certainly  were 
the  caiife  of  ail  the  popularity  he  ever  Iwd.  If  now  he  thinks 
it  good  to  abandon  them,  it  is  bis  own  CiWK^ern.  But  the  right 
honourable  Secretary  at  War  is  fo  far  from  approving  or  en- 
^duragiug  a  hope  of  any  Parliatnentary  Rf  form»  that  he  fiaCieft 
plainly  one  great  realbii  with  him  for  continuing  the  war  is  ta 
prevent  Parriamentary  Reform  9  iopfae  tells  you  that  Reform  can^ 
not  be  had  without  a  Revolution.  Hero  is  an  aflfurance  of  con-^ 
tinuing  the  war  to  a  petiod  wbicl>'  no  man  can  calculate  with-^ 
out  horror.  The  people  of  thi»  country  and  the  enemy  learn 
from  the  fpeech»of  the  Secretary  at  War  to-nightt  that  there  is 
orve  man  at  ]eaft,  in  his  Majefty's  Cabinet,  who^thinks  that  the 
war  muft  be  petfevered  in,  and  with  a  candour  which  doe$  him 
honour,  he  ftates  that  the  principles  and  (yftem  of  the  French 
are  totally  incompatible  with  the  fafety  of  this,  and  of  every^ 
^  other  country,  and  that,  tlie  motives  which  he  had  originally 
for  abetting  the  war  ft  ill  animate  ^bis  mind  and  influence  his 
conduft.  The  honourable  Secretaryis  manly  and  open.  { 
could  fee,  however,  tliat  his  colleagues  did  not  think  him  per-f 
fedly  difcreet.  He  told  ibraewhat  too  mtx:h«  Ik  made  it 
known  that  they  were  not  fincere^y  dtfpbfed  to  peace,  and  he 
juflWied  the  jealoufy  of  the  French  Government  with  r^ard 
to  the  intentions  of  our  Minifters.  He  was  interrupted,  in* 
deed,  in  his  difclofures,  for  bis  kfs  ingenuous  friends  faw  the 
dilemma  into  which  he  had  got.  If  tie  thought  that  no  peace 
ought  to  be  made  with  principles  fo  dangerous,  and  that  he 
never  wi(hed  for  pe^e,  upon  what  ground  of  honour  and  oon- 
fiftency  did  he  give  his  confent  to  two  negotiations  with  the 
Diredory  for  peace  ?  After  this  night,  who  iball  fay  that  the 
diftruft  of  Britiih  iinccrity  was  unfounded  ?  And  after  this, 
who  will  fay  that  we  fhall  foon  have  peace  i  While  he  h 
confident  with  himfelf  therefore,  and  confident  with  himfeif 
1  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  he  will  be,  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try and  the  enemies  of  this  country  have  his  afiurance,  that 
there  is  in  the  King's  Cabinet  one  man  at  le;^  who  is  not  Jin- 
ccrely  defirous  to  obtain  peace  fortlie  people  of  this  country, 
for  iiear  that  they  (hould  thereby  obtain  a  &ir  reprefentatioa  in 
Farliament 

1  feel  myfetf  called  upon,  otherwife  I  ftiould  not,  to  make^ 
fome  obfervations  in  addition  to  thofe  I  have  already  made  on 
the  meafure  which  is  now  before  you.  I  hold  it  to  be  an  zGt 
of  legiflative  imprudence  in  thofe  who  propofe  this  flieafure^. 
aiid  indeed  tobe  unparli^ui^ntafy  laAgHage,.tpiay  to.thQfe.wha 

oppofe 


JD^o.4.1^       WCODFALL'Sr  PAItLIAMENTARY  REPORTS'/  ft«| 

oppofe  their  incafurca,  **  produce  better  yourfelf,  Sir."    If  I 
lud  the  talents,  be  it  recolle^ied  that  I  have  not  die  inforasa^ 
tton  leqtiiiite  for  that  purpofe.     1  cannot  examine  all  nor  any 
of  the  colk&ors  of  the  revenue.  The  right  honourable  GeQ<» 
tleman  can  ;'  l^is  refourcet,  tliercfore,  ought  to  enable  hitn  10 
produce  a  good  plan.     My  duty  confines  me  to  oppofing  a. bad 
one.  That  duty  I  difcharge  as  well  as  I  am  able.   I  am  ftruck 
with  the  infufficiency,  with  the  inequanty,  and  above  ail  with 
the  imuftice  of  the  prefcnt  meafure.     1  fay,  tfiercforc»  that  be* 
fore  I  am  called  upoti  to  contribute  my  (hare,  and  before  I 
Aiew  my  2eal  as  the  Minifter  demands  it,  T  fhouM  be  fatisfied 
that  Amc  who  are  higher  in  the  fcale  of  fociety  than  myiblf 
are  to  contribute  their  due  proportion,  and  that  thofe  who 
move  in  a  lower  fphere  are  not  to  be  ruined,  elf^  it  is  my  duty 
to  oppofe  the  (neafure.     I  own  it  does  not  feem  to  me  tliat  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  will  be  able  to  ftrifce  fuch  terror 
into  the  French  as  be  pretends  he  will  do  by  the  adoption  of 
the  prefent  plan.     True  it  is  lie  boafh  fufficiently  of  the  flour-» 
i(bing  ftate  of  our  revenue,  and  of  the  readineis  of  the  people 
toiupport  him  in  the  war,  but  yet  he  will  not  truft  to  their 
zeal.    He  does  not  expc6l  to  get  a  shilling  of  his  boafted  re* 
venue  without   ao  excifeman  at  every  man's  elbow.     Is  this 
the  way  to  ftrike  terror  into  the  French  ?     Certainly  it  is  not. 
1  ibal]  be  fubje£l:  again  to  inifreprefentat'ion ;  that  I  know  f 
but  1  will  perform  my  duty.     We  live  in  times  when  men 
•  who  wiih  to  ierve  their  fellow^creatures  can  never  be  iaid  to 
be  well  prepared  to-  perfdhn  their  office,  if  they  are  to  be  de- 
terred by  the  clamour  that  may  be  raifed  againft'  them. 

With  refpe6l  to  ^hat  has  been  faid  by  an  honourable  Gen- 
tleman  concerning  the  propriety  of  the  Kind's  fetting  an  ex* 
ample.— [Here  there  was  a  call  to  order.] — Well,  then,  1  will 
fay,  concerning  the  propriety  of  tlie  diffi^rent  branches  of  the 
Royal  Family  fetting  an  example,  I  own  it  is  an  idea  which  I  ap* 
prove  of,  for  it  would  be  fome  confolation  to  me  to  feel  that 
thefe  illufirioas  perfonages,  as  well  as  their  attendants,  are  bear^ 
.ing  part  of  the  burthens  at  the  moment  when  I  am  called  upoa 
to  vote  away  the  comforts  of  my  own  family,  and  of  my  con- 
ftitnents.  There  is  not  one  among  us  who  ought  not  to  feei 
as  1  do  upon  this  occafion  ;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer ought  to  be  aware  of  the  cOSo6k  be  was  likely  to  produce 
by  the  words  which  be  Jately  put  into  the  mouth  of  his  Sover« 
eign.  His  Majefty  declares  that  **  he  will  make  commoni 
caufe  With  his  people,  and  that  they  muft  fland  or  fall  toge- 
ther." I  was  glad  to  hear  this  fentiment.  But  how  does  die 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  intend  carrying  it  into  eSc&^ 

He 
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He  propofes  a  triple  afleflment  upon  all  ailefled  taxes,  the  otilf 
fpeciesof  tax  to  which  no  part  of  the  Royal  Family,  nor  any  Gi* 
their  moft  menial  dependents,  contribute  any  thing.  I  io  not 
like  to  ufe  difrefpedtfui  language,  but  this  mode  o?  proceeding 
Really  appears  to  me  to  be  calculated  to  bring  that  right  honour* 
able  iGenfleman's  Royal  Mailer  and  family  intodifregard.  This 
plan  takes  not  a  fingle  farthing  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  mean- 
eil  of  his  houfehoM,  £v6ry  individual  from  the  higheft  to  the 
lowed  in  all  the  Royal  houfeholds,  will  be  totally  exempt  fix>m 
this  duty.  It  is  not  for  the  fum  ;  it  is  to  the  principle  of  the 
cxempticm  that  I  obje£t»  It  istthe  appearance  of  the  thing  that 
makes  it  odious.  1  will  go  further,  Sir,  and  fay,  that  not  only 
fhonld  the  Royal  Family  contribute  to  this  new  burthen,  but 
your  *^  lives  and  fortunes  men'*  fhould  be  made  to  come  for* 
ward.  They  have  now  an  opportunity  of  roanifefting  ihe  fui-- 
cerity  of  their  zcaL  It  was  chiefly  by  their  ardour  the  war 
was  carried  on.  I  am  forry  I  fee  no  particular  attention  paid 
to  them,  and  that  they  are  not  called  upon  to  contribute  ii^ 
proportion  to  that  ardour.  I  fee  feveral  honourable  Gentle- 
men in  this  Houfe,  one  in  particular,  who  I  think  ought  to 
contribute  largely.  He  is  fo  lavifhly  bedaubed  with  places  and 
fmecure  emoluments,  that  he,  I  am  fure,  ought  to  contribute 
largely ;  nay,  he  has  occafionally  faid  he  would.  1  believe  that 
not  one  of  thefe  places  or  finecure  emoluments  will  be  viScAcd 
one  finglc  farthing  by  this  triple  afleiTment ;  for  the  Secretary 
of  State  inhabits  the  houfe,  and  rides  in  the  carriage  of  the 
Treajfurer  of  the  Navy,  and  the  Prcfident  of  tlic  -Board  of  Con-* 
troal  is  feen  in  the  fame  vehicle. 

This  meafure  is  defended,  at  lead  it  has  been  attempted  to  be 
defended,  as  a  tax,  the  principle  ofwluch  is  an  impoft  upon 
luxury.  I  conceive  that  if  it  be  fo,  its  having  a  retrofpedive 
effc(3  is  unjttfl.  It  was  a  principle  in  our  tegiflatlon,  not  to 
compel  a  man  to  pay  for  luxury  unlefs  he  chore;  to  indulge  in 
it.  It  was  always,  until  very  lately,  underftood  in  England^ 
that  a  man  was  not  bound  to  pay  even  for  his  luxuries,  unlefs 
he  confented  to  enjoy  them.  But  now,  with  a  fpirit  of  plun- 
der, for  indeed  it  is  nothing  clfe,  every  man  is  called  upon  to 
pay  the  enfuing  year  for  luxuries  which  he  enjoyed  in  the  laft, 
even  although  prudence  may  have  induced  him  to  abandon 
them»  Lail  year  I  kept  two  carriages,  now  I  mod  pay  for 
eight.  This  may  appear  to  fome  as  a  trifling  mode  of  reafon- 
ing,  but  it  appears  to  me  to  be  joft.  There  are  many  men  te 
whom  it  is  eilential  to  keep  up  an  appearance.  They  would 
ftrain  many  points  in  private,  they  would  regulate  their  pri- 
vate concerns  by  good  domcdic  manageaient,  tor  the  fake  of 

not 
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not  appearing  lefs  advantagepufly  in  public  than  formerly ;  hf 
this  plan  they  are  not  permitted  to  do  fo.  My  objediion  goes 
ftill  farther,  it  reaches  the  common  mechanics.  A  poor  man 
accuftomed  to  ^ear  his  filver  watch,  teas  afked  fome  time  ago 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  '^  will  you  give  up  your 
watch,  or  pay  me  half  a  crown  a  year  for  leave  to  wear  it?" 
The  poor  man  accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  that  article,  neceflary 
in  many  cafes, '  even  to  exaftnefs  in  hufmefs,  woutii  anfwer, 
*»  Yes,  t  will  pay  you  half  a  crown  for  leave  to  wear  it;"  but 
now  he  is  to  be  called  upon  for  a  double  alTeffinent  upon  that 
leave,  and  finds  it  aftually  mortgaged  to  its  full  value. 

But  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  calls  this  a  tax  upon 
income,  and  that  he  deems  a  juft  principle.  He  fays  that  the 
expenditure  in  general  is  a  good  cfiterion^of  wealth.  In  tliefc 
principles  he  was  powerfully  fupported  to  night  by  an  honour- 
able Baronet  who  fpoke  fo  warmly  in  favour  of  his  plan.  That 
honourable  Bat onet  proceeded  further  than  theMinifter;  he 
went  even  beyond  your  "  lives  and  fortune  men."  He  fcem- 
#d  to  think,  that  not  only  7,000,000!.  might  be  raifed  within 
the  year,  but  that  21,000,000!  might.  I  can  aflure  that  hon. 
Baronet  1  am  glad  to  find  him  fo  ready  to  contribute  to  fuch  ari 
impoft  as  this.  Let -him,  and  men  like  him,  come  boldly  for- 
ward, with  their  great  wealth  to  fupport  the  ftate,  and  they  will 
indeed  'ftrike  more  terror  in  the  enemy  than  any  plan  to  tax  the 
«iiddle  order  can  poffibly  produce.  But  as  1  underftand  the 
honourable  Baronet  is  proprietor  of  a  greater  number  of  houfes 
than  aiiy  man  in  England,  I  rather  fufpeft  he  will  find  this 
impoil  a  little  heavier  than  he  has  hitherto  conceived  it  lo  be, 
and  confequently  will  have  to  pay  more,  than  with  all  his  patrio- 
tifm,  he  intended  to  contribute. 

My  chief  objection  to  this  plan  is,  that  there  is  in  it  no  fair 
criterion  of  income.  I  keep,  as  I  have  faid  already,  two  car- 
riages. I  am  now  to  pay  for  eight.  [Here  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  faid.  that  no  perfon  was  to  be  charged  with  more 
than  five.  J  Well  then  I  mud  pay  for  five.  I  may  keep  five 
fervants;  others  keep  a  much  larger  number.— I  fay  therein 
no  equality,  taking  property  to  be  the  bafis  in  the  principtc  of 
this  tax  ;  for  thofe  who  keep  a  much  larger  numlier  are  not 
charged  according  to  their  relative  condition  in  fociety*  It  ts 
not  to  the  number  of  fervants  which  a  man  may  keep,  nor  to 
the  number  of  carriages,  fo  nmch  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  kept,  that  we  ought  to-  apply  the  principle  of  this  tax. 
I  order  my  carriage  to  he  patched  and  vamped,  and  my  (ervantt 
are  hired  to  perform  ufcful  offices.  A  man  of  a  higer  fortune 
^as  his  ^rriagei  fplendily  decorated,  and  has  two  or  three  new 
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coaches  every  year.  His  fervants  are  emproyed  in  taking  care 
of  an  enormous  mafs  of  plate,  of  fplendid  fumtture,  in  preparing 
coftly  entertainments,  apd  in  the  general  difplay  of  bis  prodigi* 
ous  wealthy  ant]  of  hi^'tafte  and  h(h\on.  Siich  a  man,  I  fay, 
ought  to  be  calie^  upon  to  contribute  upon  a  much  higher 
itale  than  fuch  mcA  as  me,  according  to  the  principles  upon  which 
tiiis  meafure  is  nfirofefledly  introdu^. 

But  let  us  cbnfider  the  effeft  which  is  likely  to  follow  this 
meafure  upon  the  middle  c}afs  of  ibctety.  I  apprehend  much 
danger  in  that  view  of  the  fubjeft.  If  you  prevent  the  middle 
orders  from  keeping  up^that  appearance  to  which  they  have 
been  accuftomed,  you  will  d^ftioy  that  noble  pride  which  has 
been  fo  much  the  guardian  df  their  morals,  and  drive  them  to 
aTute  which  leads  directly  to  a  defperate  contempt  of  prudence* 
This  confidoratibn  is  very  important  in  a  national  view. 

The  right  honourableGentleman  mifconceives  the  etk&  of 
taxatioa  altogether.  It  is  evident  from  his  condu£t  in  impof- 
ing  the  duty  upon  wine.  His  firil  duty  upon  that  article  was 
a  good  one.  It  certainly  was  a  fair  obje£i  of  taxation.  But  hf 
the , additional  <iuty  he' occationed  a  defalcation  in  the  revenue 
which  cannot  be  eaiily  made  up.  It  now  appears  that  k  pro* 
duces  lefs  than  it  did  before  the  firft  impoft.  I  did  not,  upon 
a  former  occafion,  nor  Ihall  I  now  enter  into  the  detail  of  the 
rig^t  honourable  gentleman's  budget,  becaufe  I  conceive  that 
he  himfelf  faid,  tl»t  at  a  more  advanced  part  of  the  feffion  he 
would  be  able  to  give  us  more  perfeA  eftimates.  Certainly  as 
he  did  open  the  bufinefs  there  were  many  great  lines  of  ex- 
pence  totally  overlooked.  He  faid  nothing  of  the  imperial 
annuities,  and  yet  they  moft  be  provided  for,  for  they  amount 
to  above  500,000!.'  a  year.  He  faid  that  he  woaki  want  350,000]. 
a  year  as  taxes  for  the  4,000^000!.  which  he  mfcans  to  mnd,  and 
he  would  alfo  want  25byObol.  of  taxes  for  the  3,000^000!.  of 
navy, 'which  was  alfo  to  be  funded,  fo  that  we  have  ftiil  to 
look  ifor  taxes  to  the  amount  of  1,300,000!.  in  addition  to  this 
triple  afleflment,  even  according  to  the  view  which  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  is  now  able^  to  form  of  our  probable  ex* 
l^ce.  What  it  would  amount  to  we  rauft  wait  till  the  month 
of  April,  it  is  then  only  he  b  dble  to  fee  clearly  into  the  whole 
of  our  expence,  for  there  b  alwap  a  iilm  upon  his  eyes  before 
CliriftmaB,  which  prevents  him  from  feeing  beyond  the  month 
«f  April. 

Suppofing  this  to  be  right  as  a  taxation  upon  income,  I  fay 
the  ri^t  faooourable  Gentleman  errs  in  forming  his  criterkxi. 
£|e  iays  that  no  perfon  in  any  cafe  will  be  taxed  beyonda  tenth 
of  his  property^  ^nd  ttus  he  fays  is  to  be  tegulated  by  t^  oath. 

of 
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of  the  party  in  the  event  of  his  being  over -rated*    I  am  really 

Siuite  aftoniChed  that  in  a  commercial  capital  like  this,  fuch  ob» 
ervations  (hould  be  made  in  this  Houfe.  It  calls  upon  men 
for  that  fort  of  difclofure  upon  which  no  dependance  ought  to 
be  placed,  for  reafons  that  are  too  obvious  to  make  it  necefTary 
they  ihould  now  be  mentioned.  I  faid,  this  was  a  war  againft 
the  principles  of  the  French  Revolution,  in  which  lam  fup- 
ported  by  the  fentiments  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  candidly 
expreffed  this  night.  I  fay  that,  with  all  our  profeffed  hatred 
tp  French  principles,  our  minifters  are  following  the  French 
fyftem,  Should  any  man  doubt  this,  I  would  afk  him  whether 
this  plan  does  nc^.appear  very  much  like  the  domiciliary  vifits 
which  took -place  there,  and  which  have,  been  from  time 
to  time  fo  lopdly  reprobated  in  this  Houfe  i  To  night,  indeed, 
we  have  had  it  ftated  to  us  that  thefe  principles  are  to  be  adopt- 
ed here.  Nothing  could  be  more  fpcci6c  upon  that  head  than 
the  fentiments  of  a  rtoble  Lord  who  fpoke  in  this  debate  :  he 
.  (aid  ui  as  many  words—"  We  muft  attack  the  capitalifts," 
The  words  were  hardly  out  of  his  mouth  before  another  honour- 
able member  propofed  the  fale  of  the  crown  and  foreft  lands. 
This  is  really  proceeding  upon  French  principles;  for  it  is  fay- 
ing to  the  people  of  thk  country,  that  the  government  will 
have,  at  all  events,  one  tenth  of  the  property  of  every  man  in 
the  kingdom,  |  fee  no  reafon  why  it  may  not  be  followed  up 
with  a  oeteriiaination  to  have  i-8th,  then  a  fixth,  afterwards  a 
half  perhaps,  and  finally  the  whole  of  the  prppcrty  of  every 
man.  The  principle  certainly  leacjs  to  that.  Were  I  fure 
that  the  plan  would  flop  here,  I  own  that  even  then  I  fhould 
have  fome  diflkully  in  affenting  to  it,  for  I  do  not  fee  how  it 
can  be  fafe  for  me,  how  I  can  confent  to  deprive  my  ponf^ituents 
of  all  their  comforts ;  fo  I  muft  if  I  affent  to  this  plan,  when  I  know 
and  feel  that  the  v^hole  fum  to  be  raifed  by  it  is  to  be  entrufted 
to  the  care  and  management  of  the  very  man  whofe  profligacy 
and  profuiion  has  already  brought  us  into  this  extrpmity.  i 
/ay  this  is  a  war  which,  it  I  countenanced  for  an  hour  I  mould 
betray  the  intercft  of  my  conftituents.  Before  1  confent  to 
take  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  Englifh  people,  I  ought 
to  ht  well  affured  that  it  will  be  fairly  applied  for  their  intereft 
by  a  good  Enclifli  adminiftration.  Above  all,  I  ought  to  be 
well  affured  that  thofe  in  the  higheft  ftations  among  us  are 
fcady  to  fet  tpthe  lowcft  apatciotic  example.  InfteatJ  of  which 
1  fee  every  man  who  poffeffes  place,  penfion,  or  finecure  emo- 
lument, carving  not  fw  the  public  intereft,  but  his  own.  When 
I  fee  thefe  places,  penfions,  and  profligate  emoluments  daily 
^ncreafed  inftead  of  being  diminifhed,  I  cannot,  without  bc- 
VoL.  I.  1797.  Pp  traying 
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traytng  my  duty  to  the  public,  call  upon  d>em  to  come  forward  , 
and  a£nt  to  this  propofition.  I  think  that  not  only  the  Royal  \ 
Familjr  and  the  lives  and  fortunes  men  of  whom  wc  have  hearB 
io  much|  but  alfo  all  the  nobility  of  this  country,  fliould  come 
forward  and  aflift  us  in  our  prefent  Aate.  There  Mras  a  period 
in  the  Roman  Hiftory,  in  the  fecond  Punic  war,  when  Han* 
nlbal  was  at  the  gates  of  Rome,  and  when  there  was  a  general 
panic.  Then  came  forward  a  popular  character  who  faid» 
*'  Maglflratus  fenatui^  €tfenatum  populoy  Jicut  honor e  fntfiant^ 
ita'  ad  omnia^  quct  dura  atque  afpera  ejjint^fubeunda  duces  debtrt 
effi.  Si  quid  injungere  inferiori  vclis^  id  prius  in  ie  ac  tuos  Ji 
ipfe  juris Jiatueris^  facilius  omrtes  obedicntes  habeas,  ^  Ncc  impenja 
gravis  eft  quum  ex  ea  plufquam  frovir'ili parte  Jibi  quern jue  caperc 
principtum  vident.*' 

So  fay  I  to  the  right  honourable  Gentleman.  He  tells  me  . 
he  muft  have  money,  I  tell  him  to  advifc  his  Majefty  to  come 
forward)  as  well  as  all  branches  of  the  Royal  Family,  together 
with  the  Nobility,  to  contribute  their  affiftancc  to  our  prefent 
burthens.  1  fay,  that  in  order  to  countenance  me  in  taking 
away  the  comforts  of  my  family,  and  of  all  my  conftituents,  let 
them  all,  without  exempting  one  Nobleman  in  die  land,  or 
any  rich  Commoner,  make  a  common  caufe  with  ilie  people^ 
and  contribute  their  due  proportion  to  repel  the  invafion  of  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  iUiftm  rofe  again  in  confequcnce  of  what  Mr.Tierncy 
had  faid,  refpe&ing  the  unpopularity  of  hi$  condu6l,  but  mxf-. 
apprehending  what  be  had  faid,  Mr.  Tierney  repeated  tliat  his 
words  were  that,  when  they  fevcrally  returned  to  their  con- 
ftituents, it  would  be  fecn  which  condu^  was  the  more  po- 
pular. 

Mr.  Speaker  addrclled  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  from , 
the  Gallery.  I  do  not,  Sir,  rife  to  trouble  the  Committee  with 
any  opinion  on  the  refolutions  that  have  been  opened  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  but  in  confequcnce  of  an  ob- 
fervation  that  fell  from  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft.  I  applaud  the  manner  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  the  fcnti- 
ment  exprefled  by  his  Majefty,  that  he  was  rcfolved  to  make 
common  caufe  with  his  people.  1  am  fure  tliat  that  fentiment 
was  congenial  with  his  own  benevolent  nature,  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  it  will  have  a  becoming  influence  on  the  heart  of 
every  man  in  his  dominions.  I  pcrfeftly  agree  with  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  that  there  is  no  poflible  criterion  of  in- 
come that  can  apply  to  all  cafes.  Neither  this,  nor  perhaps 
any  other  that  could  be  devifed  will  embrace  the  income,  or 
be  a  tefi  and  meafure  of  the  means  of  all  defcriptions  of  per- 
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fons  in.  this  country.  There  are  many  opule;it  men  who  froofi 
XzftCf  and  from  con(iderations  of  different  kinds,  from  particular 
Ihnations,  and  from  a  variety  of  circumftances  which  Gentle- 
men might  eaGly  conceive  did  not.  live  in  a  way  to  make  their 
expeqcc  and  outward  appearance  a  juft  criterion  of  their  sibility 
to  contiburc  to  the  <ixigcncics  of  the  State :  I  am  con6dent, 
however,  that  there  are  many  perfons  of  this  dcfcripiibn  who 
would  dildatn  to  take  advantage  of  the  oeconOmy  with  which 
they  regulate  their  domeftic  expence  to  avoid  contributing  theit 
jtift  proportion  to  the  wants  of  the  Government  by  which  their 
property  was  pfotefted.  I  am  fare'*  that  many,  and  I  hope  all  th6 
perfons  of  this  dcfcriptibn  will  be  forward  to  fhew  thsit  they  arc 
fcnfibfe  of  the  regard  and  delicacy  which  arc  manifefted  in  hot 
fetching  minutely  mto  capital,  and  will  voluntarily  come  for- 
ward to  make  fiich  acontiibution  above  the  amount  of  their  daft 
of  afleffiirent  aS  (hall  be  lequal  to  their  real  property.  Coitfident 
that  this  is  th<^  feeling  of  a  large  defcription  of  oputent  men»  I 
think  that  a  clattfe  might  be  bfeneficialty  innodUced  into  tht 
Bill  to  give  to  perfons  of  this  defcription,  as  well  as  others',  an 
opportunity  of  coming  forward  with  ;t  voluntary  coniriburibn, 
in  which  they  fhould  not  be  confined  within  the  dtiGt  limits 
of  their  afleUments,  This  daofe  might  either  be  brought  ia 
at  the  firft,  or  in  the  progrefs  of  the  Bill  it  mi^t  be  Intro* 
duced.  I  have  often  meditated  upon  the  idea,  and  I  am  furc 
that  if  this  opportunity  were  given  to  the  country,  it  would 
operate  with  a  mod  beneficial  cfFe^.  I  am  perfu^ded  alio  that 
"  certain  perfons  to  whom  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  atlud-^^ 
ed,  and  who,  from  their  peculiar  iituations,  cannot  make  their 
aflefled  taxes  a  criterion  even  of  their  expence,  would  be  for- 
ward in  the  exprdCon  of  their  zeal  and  eagemefs  on  an  occa- 
(lon  when  their  duty  called  upon  them  to  demand  fo  heavy  an 
exa&ion  from  the  country.  I  know  the  ientiments  of  many 
honourable  perfons  of  this  defcription,  and  I  think  I  can  pre* 
fume  to  fay  their  conduS  would  prove  that  the  honourable 
Gentleman's  didruft  of  their  liberality  was  at  lead  premature. 
E^tI  Temple  faid,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Tierney)  had  imputed  to  him  the  ufe  of  French  phrafes.  He 
had  no  doubt  but  the  honourable  Gentleman  was  better  ac- 
quainted with  French  phrafes  than  he  was.  He  had  ufcd  the 
word  capital/^.  He  did  not  know  that  Capitalift  was  a  Fre;ich 
word,  "  and  I  wonder,"  faid  the  Earl,  ♦•  why  the  hooutable 
Gentleman  has  feUen  fool  on  me/' 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  conceiving  great  exertions  to  be  nc^ 

ceflary,  he  muft  fupport  this  meafurc  if  a  better  could  not  be 

obtained.     It  was  extremely  objeftionable,  and  he  wifhed  that 

2?%,  abetter 
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a  bttter  plan  might  be  devifed.  It  would  fall  with  dreadful 
weight  on  the  middle  clafles  of  fociety,  and  he  feared  would 
check  all  the  fources  of  induftry ;  but  money  mud  be  ob* 
tained. 

Sir  fVilUam  Pultemy  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  wiibed  that  the  refdutions  might  br 
printed  and  diftributed  before  the  report  was  made>  that  on 
a  fubje&  of  fo  important  a  nature,  they  might  have  time  to 
deliberate  on  the  meafure. 

The  Chancillor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  when  Gentlemen 
jconfidered  how  nearly  the  time  was  approaching  when  the 
new  affeffmcnts  were  to  be  made  out,  they  would  fee  the 
necefiity  of  pailtng  the  bill  before  the  holidays;  hewiflied 
therefore  that  all  poflible  difpatch  might  be  given  to  its  pro* 
grefs.  It  would  be  an  inconvenient  delay  to  print  the  refo* 
lutions  before  the  report.  He  (hould  move  to  print  the  bili» 
and  in  every  ftage  of  it,  modifications  might  be  introduced. 
He  ihould  propofe  tbc»:efore  to  report  the  refolutions  the 
next  day. 

The  Committee  then  divided  on  the  firft  refolution  : 
Ayes  214,  Noes  15. 

The  other  refolutions  were  then  pafled^ 

Adjourned. 

LIST  OF  THE  MINORITY, 

WHO  VOTED  AGAINST  THE  ASSESSED  TAXES, 
DEC.  4,   J797. 

Mr.  Ticvncy,  Lord  Stanley, 

Mr.  Pliimer,  Mr.  Wigley, 

Mr.  Huffcy,  Mr.  Combe, 

Mr.  Kemp,  Mr.  Vaughan, 

Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.  Mr.  Nichols, 

Sir  G .  Shuckborough,  Bart.    Mr.  B .  Edwards, 

Mr.  Bonvcrie,  Mr.  Brogden, 

Mr.  Dennilbn,  Mr.  Hoblwufe  (Teller.) 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  5, 

The  various  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in 
their  rcfpedlive  flages.  Their  Lordfliips  then  proceeded  to 
the  hearing  of  the  following : 

SCOTS 
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SCOTS  APPEAL. 

Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple,  of  North  Berwick,  Bart,  v,  the 
Hon.  Marianne  FuUarton,  and  Colonel  William  Fuilarton^ 
of  Fullarton,  her  hufband.  ' 

On  this  appeal,  which  involves  a  very  large  property,  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Henry  Erflcine,*  (of  the  Scots  bar,)  was  heard 
for  the  firft  time  before  a  court  of  judicature  in  England,  at 
great  length,  about  three  hours,  on  the  part  of  the  appellant, 
when  their  Lordfhips  deferred  hearing  the  remainder  of  his 
arguments  till  the  next  day. 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned. 

The  counfel  retained  in  this  important  caufe,  are — for 
the  appellant,  the  Hon.  H.  Erflcine  and  Mr.  Fergufon,  of 
the  Scots  bar  ;  for  the  refpondents,  the  Attorney  General, 
Mr,  Grant,  Mr.  Adam,  and  Mr.  Taite. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  Det.  5. 

Prefchell's  Naturalization  bill  was  read  a  fecond  time  and 
committed. 

Petition  from  the  Debtors  in  Warwick  Gaol,  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Neutral  Ships*  Bill  was  reported  artd  ordered  to  be 
engrofled. 

Committee  on  the  Indemnity  bill  deferred  till  the  next  day. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEe'oF  FINANCE. 

The  Chancellor  of  tie  Exchequer  rofc  for  the  purpofe  of 
poftponing  the  confidcration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
of  Finance,  which  had  been  appointed  for  Thurfday  next. 
He.  faid  he  apprehended  that  the  bufmefs  now  before  the 
Houfe  would  not  leave  fufficient  lei  Aire  for  the  confideration 
of  fo  many  important  topics  as  that  report  involved  fo  foon 
as  that  day ;  he  therefore  thought  it  would  be  better  to  defer 

it 


f  The  Hon.  Henry  Erikine  is  the  brother  of  Lord  Bucljjr?,  timl  clJtr 
brother  pf  the  Hon.  Thomas  Eiikine.  From  the  cieamera  cf  hi ^  prntngf  * 
ment,  theclofenefs  of  hit  reafoning,  and  the  vigour  of  his  ajgtjrmtit,  con^ 
fanguinity  of  talentt  to  thofe  of  the  Ni/i  Prius  Advocate  or  the  Cuurt  of 
King^s  Bench,  was  as  apparent  as  confanguinity  of  blood.  It  may  be  1^44 
of  both  of  them  as  ol  Sir  William  and  Sir  John  Sicott— F^r  ntMU/nttrmii  / 
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~  it  till  the  bill  of  fupply  now  depending  was  dtfpatched  ;  and 
he  therefore  moved  to  difch^rge  the  order  for  taking  the  Re- 
port into  confideraition  on  Thurfday,  and  to  fix  it  for  Moiv- 
day  fe'nnight,  wliich  was  agreed  to, 

ASSESSED  TAXJiS, 

Mr.  IhJwrt  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  Refolutions  contained  in  it 
were  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond.  On 
the  fecond  reading,  in  order  to  their  being  agreed  to  by  the 
Houfe,  a  defultory  converfation  arofe  upon  them. 

Mr.  JVigley  faid,  that  as  it  was  admitted  that  the  fyAem 
now  adopted  was  entirely  new,  and  as  the  fum  was  extreme- 
ly large,  'while  the  number  of  thofe  upon  whom  it  Was  to. 
fall  were  very  fmall,  it  would  be  proper  to  delay  the  palling 
of  it  into  a  law,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  Meitibers  of  the 
Houfe  to  confult  their  conftitiients>  and  to  confider  whether 
the  different  clafles  would  be  able  to  pay  the  feveral  quotas 
laid  upon  them.  Over  and  above  this,  he  had  a  pofitive  ob- 
je£Uon  to  the  meafure  It  had  been  part  of  the  propofttions 
of  tlifi  right  honourable  Gentleman  to  exempt  entirely  from 
the  tax  all  thofe  who  hitherto  paid  no  more  aflefled  taxes 
than  3I.  a  year.  £A  cry  of  A^,  tioy  from  the  oppoCte 
fide.]  After  apologifing  for  this  miftake,  he  proceeded'  ta 
ftatetbat  there  were  fome  of  thofe  who  poflefled  fixty  pounds 
a  year,  and  paid  no  more  than  three  pounds  a  year ;  this 
would  exempt  6oo,ooo'  perfons,  which  would  leave  almoft 
the  whole  or  the  enormous  fum  of  feven  millions  of  money 
to  be  levied  upon  no  more  than  two  himdred  thoufand  per- 
fons; he  wi(bed  the  Rignlations  to  be  well  confiderdd  in  this 
refpe&,  aod  for  ttiat  purpofe  hoped  that  fome  time  would  be 
allowed  before  its  goMg  to  a  final  deeifion ;  If  he  was  found 
in  the  end  to  be*  wrong,  no  injary  couhi  arifo  from  delay  \  if 
be  was  right,  iiobody  woQld  deny  that  the  delay  ought  ta  be 
granted  ;  neither  conU  he  conceive  how  it  was  neceffiiry  to 
pafs  the  bill  fo  footi.  It  bad  laft  night  been  ftated  tbatsuny 
perfons  of  high  ilation  in  the  country  would  come  forward 
voluntarily  to  fubfcribe  to  the  full  amount  of  the  tax,  pro« 
portioned  to  their  property :  he  did  not  at  all  doubt  that  this 
would  be  the.  cafe,  but  he  did  very  much  doubt  that  thofe 
fubfcrihing  willingly,  would  jufiify  the  Houfe  in  taxing  the 
others  to  the  uttir>oft  extent  of  thdrmeans^  It  was  much 
better,  in  his  opinion,  todevUe  fome  praAicabie  mode  of 
afc^taining  the  prcperty  of  the  higheft  ranks  of  fociety^  and 

to 
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IQ  tax  them  to  the  utxnoft,  rather  than  to  let  it  reft  fo  mucH 
CO  the  lower  and  middle  ranks.  He  Caid  there  was  oae  refo* 
lutioA  which  ^e  conceived  to  be  more  than  commouly  cenfu-; 
vable»  he  meant  that  which  obliged  thofe  who,  claimed  aright, 
to  exemption  from  the  tax,  to  make  a  public  difcovery  of 
their  pecuniary  circiimftances ;  on  this  account  too  he  wifhed 
for  delay,  and  (aid  he  was  fure,  that  with  the  exception  of 
thofe  who  were  in  the  confidence  (X  Adminiftration,  not  one 
man  knew  till  laft  night,  what  were  to  be  the  particular 
provifiona  of  the^bilK 

^r.y^/i^x  (Member  for  Denbigh)  faid,  that  although  un-r 
accufiomed  to  public  fpeaking,  and  ill  qualified  todojuftico 
to  the  fubjcdt  before  the  Houfe,  or  to  his  own  feelings  upon 
it,  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  bounden  duty  to  break  through 
the  embarraflinent  natural  to  fuch  a  fituation,  and  to  make 
fome  obfervations  upon  the  Minifter's  plan,  and  the  unhappy 
circumftances  that  gave  rife  to  it.  As  a  new  and  imprece* 
dented  mode  of  finance,  it  might  poffibly  be  thought  to  re- 
quire more  time  for  confideration  than  what  is  ufually  allow- 
ed  in  ordinary  cafes  ;  this  timis  he  thought  had  been  allow-  * 
ed,  for  it  was  fome  time  fince  notice  was  giv«in>  and  the  out^ 
line  of  the  plan  laid  before  the  Houfe.  It  was  not  to  be 
concealed  that  the.  tax  was  very  heavy,  as  well  as  the  mode 
of  aflefling  it  new ;  he  therefore  (houkl  in  all  probabilitj 
have  oppofed  it,  were  he  not  in  his  heart  and  confcfence 
convinced  that  there  exifled  a  ftrong  neceflity  for  adopting  it. 
He  would  not  take  upon  him  to  argue  thofe  points  which 
had  already  been  fo  ably  and  irrefifttbly  enforced  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  he  only  wifhcd  to  imprefs  on 
the  minds  of  the  Houfe,  and  to  engrave  on  the  hearts  of  all 
Englifhrne^,  in  charaSers  never  to  be  crafcd,  that  every 
(hilling  of  Britifh  money  which  had  been  expended,  and 
every  drop  of  blood  which  had  been  (hed  in  this  moft  horri*  ' 
ble,  but  moft  important  contefl,  was  to  be  attributed  entirely 
to  the  wicked,  frantic,  unqualified,  and  mw  undifguifed 
ambition  of  France,  that  is  to  fay,  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment.  He  faid  thefc  were  his  own  fentiments,  the  pur«f 
rafult  of  his  obfervation  and  Common  feofe,  unbiaffed  by 
perfbnal  intereft  or  party  prejudice,  for  he  was  not  conned- 
ed  with  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  Sovereign,  had  cntrufted 
the.  admini&ation  of  Government)  nor  was  he  conneded 
with^thofc  vfha  were  in  the  habits  of  oppofing  their  meafures; 
he  therefore  fpcke  his  owamttod,  and  he  was  Awe  he  faid  n» 
mofe  than  every  gentlemaa  prefent  auA  knew  wa&  <aunilo<l 

in 
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in  faft ;  no  more  than  France  herfelf  acknowledged,  when  he  * 
affcrtcd  that  the  French  Dircftory  were  influenced  by  mad  and 
unprincipled  ambition  only,and  that  the  people  of  England  and 
of  France  too  were  fuiFering  for  that  madnefs  and  ambition.  ^ 
He  had  heard  it  faid  lad  night,  by  Gentlemen  in  that  Houfe, 
and  he  was  fo  opprelTed  with  long  attendance  to  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Houfe,  that  he  was  at  the  time  unable  to  exprefs  hisfeetings 
upon  it — he  had  heard  it  faid,  and  he  could  hardly  perfpade 
himfelf  at  the  moment  that  he  was  in  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  had  heard  it  faid  that  the  tax  was  neither  pry* 
dent,  juft,  nor  neccflary,  becaufb  the  war  was  neither  juft 
nor.neceffary.  He  would  not  give  way  to  his  feelings  now 
on  fuch  an  avowal,  but  barely  ftate  that  in  his  confcience  he 
believed  it  to  be  as  prudent  a  t^x,  as,  confidertng  all  the 
circumftances,  could  well  be  acjoptcd.  And  what  did  Gen- 
tlemen mean  by  faying  the  war  was  not  neceflary  ?  Were 
we  to  crouch  and  humiliate  ourfelves  for  ever  at  the  feet  of 
France  ?  Was  the  infolence  of  France  to  be  for  ever  tamely 
endured  by  us  ?  Were  no  bounds  to  be  put  to  her  overbearr  ' 
ing  ambition  ?  Were  her  cruelty  and  her  tyranny  to  have 
no  limits  but  the  deftru6lion  of  the  laws,  liberty,  and  reli* 
gion  of  the  whole  world,  and  the  total  extindlion  of  Eng- 
land, whofe  government  and  conftiution  they  abhorred,  be- 
caufe  it  (hamed  their  tyranny  by  contraft  ?  Like  Satan  and 
like  Moloch, 

— **  befmeir'd  with  blood, 

Of  human  facnfice,  and  parents*  tears ; 

Tho%  for  the  noife  of  drums  and  ttmbreb  Iqud, 

Their  children^  crjes  unheard/* 

The  Dire£lory  confoled  themfelves  witb  the  reflexion, 
that  if  they  cannot  fubdue  England  and  overthrow  its  throDe,, 
they  can  at  leaft  difturb,  and  impofe  upop  it  the  neceflity  of 
carrying  on  the  war — 

•    "  By  proof  we  feel 
0"r  pow'r  fufficient  to  aiihirb  his  Heav*n» 
And  ^-ifh  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm, 
Tho*  inacceifihle,  his  fatal  throne  $ 
-»  Which,  if  not  ▼iAoty^  is  yet  revenge  I 

Every  motion,  every  fpeech,  and  every  a^lion  of  the 
French  Revolution^  evinccnl  this  abominable,  hellilh  fpirit, 
and  from  the  very  outfet  (hewed  that  the  deftnidion  ol  this» 
the  mod:  fterling  free  country  in  the  univerfe,  was  their  fole 
objeft.  There  were  two  words,  the  watch-words  of  that 
Revolution,  which  carried  with  them  more  mifcfaief  than 
aAy  form  of  wards  that  ever  was  compofed  out  of  the  fouc 

and 
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and  twenty  Jetters :  perhaps  he  himfelf  might  lay  under  the 
imputation  of  one  of  the/n ;  for  when  a  tax*,  or  any  other  mea- 
fure  for  the  maintenance  of  a  lawful  Government,  was  pro^ 
pofed  and  fupported  by  any  one,  Ariji9crat  was  the  word.  But 
he  cared  not ;  he  defpifed  the  enmity,  as  much  as  he  detefted 
the  principles  of  thofe  who  would  hunt  a  man  down  for  doing 
his  duty  confcientiouily.  And  if  MiniAers^  be  they  who  they 
might,  did  their  utmoft  for  the  public  weal«  he  would  give 
them  Ms  earned  and  hearty  fupport.  Having  faid  thus  mucb» 
he  wo»<W  trouble  the  Houfe  no  fartlwr  thao  to  remind  the 
ChanceUor  of  tl?c  Exchequer  that  on  a  former  occafion  (the 
Loyalty  Loan*  we  prcfume)  he  might  have  taken  36  infiead  of 
t8  millionsy  and  to  recommend  to  him  to  profit  by  that  expe* 
rience  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Mr:  Lifebvre  faid,  that  he  was  induced,  by  the  honourable 
Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  having  alluded  to  a  defcripcion  of 
perfons  who  would  probably  come  forward  to  iubfcribe  more 
'  than  by  the  tax  they  would  be  obliged  to  pay,  to  rife  and  dp*  ^ 
clare,  that  he  would  not  only  chearfully  pay  the  propoi^d  al^  * 
fefiment,  but  would  certainly  come  forward  with  fomething 
more  to  enable  Minifiers  to  carry  on  the  war. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  faid,  he  had  intended  to  trouble  the  Houfe 
with  fome  obfervations  on  the  principle  of  the  fyftem,  but  as 
thofe  were  to  (hew  that  raifing  the  whole  of  the  lupplies  with- 
in the  year  was  not  fo  good  a  mode  as  raiilng  them  by  loai^, 
and  as  the  principle  of  the  meafure  had  been  already  difcuS*ed 
and  difpofed  of,  and  as  his  obfervations  would  not  apply  fo  pro- 
perly at  this  time,  he  would  not  enter  into  them.  He  was  far 
/rom  oppofiog  the  meafure  on  the  idea  that  our  refources  were 
not  adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  conteft,  on  the  contrary, 
he  was  convinced  that  the  fupply  ncceffary  to  the  exigences  of 
the  (late  might  be  raifed  on  this,  and  ftill  more  on  the  funding 
fyftem ;  but  it  was  with  aftonifhment  he  heard  reflexions 
thrown  out  the  other  night  on  the  funding  fyftem,  a  fyftem 
to  which  the  country  owed  much  of  its  ftrcngth,  its  durability, 
and  its  happinefs.  .He. thought  it  was  a  fubjeft  that  ought  to 
be  touched  wiih  delicacy,  as  the  funded  property  in  this  coun- 
try was  now  four  hundred  millions  fterling,  and  he  had  no  he- 
fitation  to  fay  that  it  was  a  refourCe  to  which  wc  fliould  fooo 
again  recur  for  affiftance. 

Tlie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  Taid,  he  could  not  but  ad- 
mire the  fingular  mode  of  fpeaking  adopted  by  the  honourabfe 
Baronet  throughout  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs.  The  honoura- 
ble Bjronet  had  faid  that  the  funding  fyftem  ought  to  be  treat-- 
^d  with  delicacy,  becaufe  the  funded  properly  amounted  to 
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feur  hundred  millioiiSy  aflbming  which  was  not  the  faA,  that 
an  attack  had  been  made  upon  it ;  and  then  very  fa^acioiifly 
had  propofed  to  continue  the  fyftem,  and  therehy  increafe  that 
four  hundred  millions  in  order  to  ftren^then  it.  He  faid  bo 
was  glad  to  hear  from  fuch  good  authority  as  that  of  the  ho* 
nourable  Baronet,  though  the  obfervation  was  not  altogether 
new  that  the  funding  fyftem  had  not  been  exhaufted.  "  It  hap.- 
pcned,  however,  rather  unluckily  for  the  credit  of  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet's  delicacy,  that  the  meafure  which  feemed 
to  have  excited  his  apprehenfions  refted'on  a  principle  in  the 
highcA  degree  favourable  to  the^  fecurity  of  the  funded  property ; 
for  while  it  recognized  the  powers  of  that  fyftem  by  raifing 
nearly  two  thirds  of  the  fupply  (twelve  millions)  by  way  of 
loan,  it  took  feven  millions  in  direfi  taxes  to  prevent  a  too  fud- 
den  and  heavy  accumulation  and  increafe  of  that  debt,  at 
once  relieving  and  making  a  reafbnable  ufc  of  the  funding 
fyftem.  The  honourable  Baronet  had  faid  that  we  (hould  be 
obliged  again  to  have  recourfe  to  tlie  funding  fy(lem  j  but  furc* 
ly  a  degree  of  fagacity  infereior  to  that  of  the  honourable  Ba- 
ronet might  have  hit  upon  this  difcovery  by  going  no  farther 
than  the  provifions  of  the  prefent  fcheme,  where  it  would  ap* 
pear  that  recourfe  was  had  to  that  very  fyftem  for  a  large  part 
of  the  fupply.  Upon  the  wliple  he  was  rather  difpofed  to  fuf* 
pe£t  that  the  honourable  Baronet  4iad  either  miftaken  his  pre- 
mifes  or  not  completely  digefted  the  obfervations  he  had  lntend«r 
ed  to  make. 

Mr.  R.  Pole  Cartsv  faid,  that  although  he  had  given  his  vote 
for  the  war  and  the  fupport  of  it,  he  would  not  agree  to  any 
meafure  tnat  claftied  with  die  funding  fyftem ;  for  it  was  the 
funding  fyftem  which  had  enabled  us  to  refift  the  ambition  of 
the  Monarchs  of  France,  and  which  could  alone  enable  us  to 
refjft  its  Republican  tyranny. 

Sir  Jchn  Sinclair  rofe  to  explain,  but  becoming  too  cir- 
cumftantial  for  mere  explanation,  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  Hujfey  faid  he  was  againft  the  refolut/ons  now  before 
the  Houfe  ;  not  becaufe  he  did  not  think  it  neceflary  to.raife 
money,  money  muft  be  had,  and  a  great  deal  of  it.  Neither 
was  he  averfe  from  the  idea  of  raifing  feven  millions  within 
the  year ;  but  he  difapprdved  of  the  plan  now  before  the  Houfe 
becaufe  he  thought  it  a  bad  one,  and  that  a  better  one  might 
have  been  devifed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  But 
St  was  not  his  obje£i  to  difcufs  that  matter  now  ;  he  rofe  chiefly 
to  aik  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  explain  what  he- 
had  faid  on  a  former  night  refpe£ting  the  application  of  the 
finking  fund  for  (he  redu£tipn  of  the  natipnal  d^bt. 
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The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  entered  into  an  elaborate 
fiatement  of  the  different  calculations  which  he  laid  before  the 
Houfe  when  he  opened  the  plan  of  triple  afleffment,  and  ex- 
patiated upon  the  advantages  of  applying  the  produce  of  the 

•  Sinking  Fund  to  the  reduaion  of  the  debt.  He  recapitulated 
his  former  obfervattons  upon  that  head.  He  faid  he  wondered 
that  any  idea  ifaould  have  gone  abroad^  that  any  interraption 
was  to  be  made  to  the  operation  of  the  Sinking  Fund.     It  had 

\  been  beneficially  applied  for  the  reduflion  of  the  debt  now  for 
eleven  years,  four  of  which  were  years  of  War.  It  was  to  be 
continued  in  its  full  vigour.  If  this  example  of  national  firm- 
nefs  ihonld  be  followed  in  any  future  War,  and  fhould  be  able 
to  terminate  the  prefent  conteft  in  a  way  that  fliall  aiferd  us  a 
chance  of  having  a  fecure  interval  of  peace,  real,  genuine,  not 
a  nominal  or  deluftve  peace,  for  a  confiderable  lengtli  of  time, 
the  operation  of  the  fums  that  might  be  applied,  asthofeoff 
tbcSinking  Fund  had  been,  would  be  wonderful. 

Mr.  HvJJiy  was  fatisfied  with  the  explanatbn  of  the  Chaa- 
cellor  of  the  Excheouer  with  regard  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  but 
was  very  much  affliaed  to  hear  him  fay  any  thing  of  a  «  no* 
minal  or  deluilve  peace."  For  God*s  fake  let  us  have  peace, 
faid  he.  A  nominal  or  delufive  peace  !  I  confefs  i  do  not 
well  underftand  what  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  means 
by  that  exprefiion.  I  remember,  full  welf,  hearing  him  fay 
that  this  country  had  a  profpe£t  of  continuing  long  to  enjuy 
the  bleffings  of  a  profound  peace.  1  thought  fo  myfelf  at  that 
time,  and  the  honourable  Gentleman  made  many  flatterinrg 
calculatk)ns  on  the  profped  of  it.  I  am  alarmed  to  hear  hicti 
talk  now  of  a  delufive  or  a  nominal  peace.  Let  us  have  peace 
for  God's  fake.  Without  it  there  is  no  earthly  fecurity  for 
this  county.  With  peace  and  good  management'  we  may  go 
,  on ;  without  it,  that  would  be  impoffible. 

The  ChanceU§r  of  thi  Exchequer  faid,  1  remember  tlie  de- 
claration to  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  refers.  It  was 
made  by  roe  in  the  year  1792.     It  was  at  a  time  when  I  pro- 

•  pofed,  what  was  extremely  agreeable  to  me,  a  diminution  in 
the  exifting  burthens  of  the  people,  and  a  continuation  of  the 
fum  allotted  to  the  difchargc  of  the  public^  debt.  I  did  not  pre- 
tend to  afiure  the  Houfe  iliat  peace  was  at  all  events  to  be  un- 
interrupted for  any  given  number  of  years ;  that  would  have 
been  an  extravagant  an^  ill  founded  aflurance ;  but  I  thought, 
under  the  then  apparent  obvious  political  circumftances  of  all 
£urope,  there  never  appeared  a  fiiirer  profped  oi  the  continu- 
ance of  peace  for  a  long  interval.  That  in  that  conjedure  I 
was  difappointed,  is  inoft  undoubtedly  true  ;  for  which,  how- 
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ever,  I  ought  not  to  take  fhacne  to  myfelf  upon  the  fuggeftion 
of  the  honourable  Gentleman,  fince  he  hixufeif  acknowledges 
he  ^as  deceiTed  alfo.  Why  were  we  botli  deccired  ^  Becaufe 
many  of  us  beheld,  with  a  degree  of  favourable  feeling,  the 
riling  eClablifhment  of  what  was  then  a  popular  Government 
in  France,  and  faw  principles  of  a  pleaiing  nature^  in  their  ap- 
pearance, but  the  extent  of  which,  and  the  views  of  their  pro- 
fefibrs,  were  not  then  developed ;  principles  which  profeflbd 
oeconomy  at  home,  and  peace  abroad.  We  did  not  then  fee 
the  feeds  of  that  wide  fpread  harveft  which  has  fince  been 
reaped ;  of  that  unbounded  ambition  abroad,  and  profligate  pro- 
fufion  and  plunder  at  home.  What  then  is  the  inference  ? 
Becaufe  1  thought  that  there  was  a  profpcfl  of  peace  in  1792, 
when  appearances  were  in  i»  ftivour,  was  I  to  conclude  that  I 
ihould  be  difappdinted  by  a  fobfequent  appearance  of  am^bition, 
turbulence  and  phrenzy  ?  Are  we  to  fay  now,  that  we  ought 
to  have  fcruples  in  oppofmg  that  violence  ?  That  we  arc  not 
to  judge' of  prefent,  as  well  paft  appearances  ?  I  am  as  impatient 
for  the  hour  of  peace  as  that  honourable  Gentleman,  or  as  any 
manp  in  this  Houfe,  or  in  this  country,  I  have  as  much  reaibn 
as  any  ni8<n  in  this  country  can  have,  for  wiAitng  to  fee  peace 
return,  when  it  is  accompanied  by  fecurity.  But  when  I  fay, 
I  do  not  wife  to  fee  a  "  nominal  and  delufivc  peace,"  it  is  be- 
caufe I  value  peace.  1  do  not  wi(h  to  have  peace  proclaimed 
for  a  moment,  in  order  unnerve  your  ftrength,  to  flacken  your 
efforts,  to  difband  your  force,  to  expofe  you  to  fudden  and 
violent  hoftility,  without  your  prefent  means  of  defence,  or 
any  effe£tual  refiftance.  Should  peace  be  proclaimed  without 
fecurity,  you  may  indeed  have  a  peace  that  is  nominal  and  de- 
lufive.  I  wifli,  for  the  benefit  of  Europe,  I  wifh,  (or  the  be- 
nefit of  the  world  at  large,  and  for  the  honour  of  mankind,  as 
well  as  for  the  happinefs  of  the  people  of  France,  although  now 
your  enemies,  but  who  are  objeds  of  compaffion.  I  wifli,  I 
lay,  that  the  prefent  fpirit  of  their  rulen,  and  the  principles 
tlu^y  cberifh,  maybe  extinguidiedf  and  that  other  principles 
may  prevail  there.  But  whether  they  do  fo  or  not,  is  more 
'  imruediately  their  ooiioern  than  ours,  it  is  not  to  any  alteration 
in  that  country,  but  to  the  means  of  fecurity  in  this,  that  I 
look  with  anxiety  aiid  care.  I  wifli  for  peace,  whether  their 
principles  be  good  or  had ;  but  not  to  trud  to  their  forbearance. 
Our  defetKe  ihould  be  in  our  own  hands.  In  that  we  fliall 
find  the  bulwark  of  our  fafety  againft  France,  whatever  may 
be  the  pride,  ambition,  or  animofity  of  that  power  againft  us, 
and  which  it  h^s  manifefted  in  almoft  all  the  periods  of  its  hif- 
tory :  and  I  agree  with  what  has  been  lately  (aid,  that  its  tone 
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was  never  higher  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Certainly  much  de- 
pends upon  the  pofturc  in  which  )^«converfeof  jjeace.  What 
is  the  real  foundation  of  the  (Irength  of  a  nation  i  Spirit,  ieca- 
'rity,and  confcious  pride,  tliat  cannot  Aoop  tddiftionour.  It 
comprehends  a  charafiter  that  will  neither  oflfer  nor  receive  an 
inftilt  Give  me  a  peace  confiftently  with  that  principle,  and  [ 
will  not  call  it  a  peace  '*  nominal  or  delufive ;"  and  there  is  no 
man  who  will  go  further  tiian  I  will  to  obtain  it.  To  any 
thing  diflionourable  I  will  hever  ftibmit,  nor  will  this  country 
ever .  fubnyit  to  it  I  truft.  There  can  be  no  man  who  has  an 
£ngli(h  heart  within  his  bofom  who  can  wi<h  it ,  or  to  wifli 
that  you  may,  by  an  untimely  diminution  of  your  (Vrength,  ex- 
pofe  yoorfelves  to  the  renewal,  with  aggravated  infuits,  of 
thofeevils  which  we  have  already  had  too  much  reafon  to  deplore 

The  reMations  were  then  read  and  agreed  to,  and  bills  were 
ordered  to  be  brought  in,  in  purfuance  of  tbem. 

Mr.  Ryider  moved  the  order  of  the  day  >upon  the  Com  bill, 
which  was  fpr  its  fecond  reading.  He  Hated,  that  with  regard 
to  the  importation  of  .corn,  it  was  his  object  to  make  it  fubje^ 
to  the  old  law  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  this  bill  had  not  beea 
brought  into  Parliament.  And  wi.th  refpefil  to  the  exportation 
it  was  intended  that  that  (hould  be  prohibited  for  a  time  to  bp 
I'united. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
inrtted  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  the  next  day. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
on  the  Scotch  Diftillery  bill.  He  faid  it  was  prc^fed  to  con- 
.tinue  the  prefent  duties  only  for  a  limited  time,  in  order  to  af- 
ford an  opportunity  to  make  various  regulations  in  the  interim. 

The  Houfe  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe 
upon  the  bill,  and  a  refolution  was  pa&d  to  continue  for  a  li« 
Biited  time  the  prefent  duties. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  dayv 

Lord  Belgrave  moved  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the  bill  to 
explain  andtament  the  7th  of  William  and  Mary  for  prevent- 
ing the  pradice  of  treating  voters  for  members  to  ferve  in  Par- 
liament, £cc. 

•  A  (hort  converfation  took  place.  Mr.  Tark  and  Mr.  Simeon 
;ipprofied  of  the  principle  of  the  bill  as  for  as  regarded  the  pre- 
venting of  bribery  and  corruption  at  eleftions,  but  doubted 
whether  this  bill  was  properly  adapted  to  that  objefik. 

M«'»  ff'ilher force y  approved  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Charles  i^n^j  thought  that  no  bill  to  prevent  bribery 
at  Ele^ons  would  be  effeSual  unlefs  it  contained  a  penalty 
aj^inft  the  eleflors  as  well  as  the  candidate^ 

Lord  Belprave  fupported  the  bilU 

The 


The  bill  was  then  read  a  iTecoiid  time^  and  ordered  to  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of.  the  whole  Houfe  on  Thurfday  fe^n^ 
alght.  ■       ' 

Mr.  Simeon  gave  notice  tharhe  ihould  have  many  daufes  to 
ofier  to  the  Committee  upon  this  bill. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  beiilg  deferredi  tlie  Houfe  ad« 
JQurned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  D^c.  6. 

Counfel  was  heard  further  in  the  Scotch  caufc  of  Dairy  n^t 
vcrfiis  Fullarton. — ^Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wbdnesday,  Dee.  6. 

The  Houfe  in  a  Committee  went  through  the  corn  impor- 
lation,  and  indemnity  bill. 

The  Scotch  diftillcry  bill  was  leported  and  recommitted. 

Mr.  R^ieri  Dundas  gave  notice  that  he  Should  t^e  next 
day  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  re£tify  an  error  in  the 
Scotch  MiTitia  ad. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  Trade  regulation  bill,  was  read  a 
ihird  tirne  and  fent  to  the  Lords. 

Mr.  Tierfuy  moved  for  an  account  of  the  additional  charges 
to  the  national  debt  by  the  payment  of  intereft  and  annuities 
upon  loans,  from  the  year  1 792  to  the  loth  Dec  1 797. 

Mr.  /.  Nicholls  gave  notice  that  on  Friday  next  he  would 
snake  a  motion  for  limiting  the  perquifites  of  office  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war. 

PUBMCK   THANKSGIVING. 

The  CbmittlUr  of  tho  Micchofwr  acquainted  the  Houfe  that 
he  had  it  ia  command  from  his  Majefiy  to  give  them  notice 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  his  Majefiy  to  go  to  St  Paul's  C^ 
thedral  on  Xuefday  the  19th  inft.  in  order  to  return  th;inks  to 
Almighty  God  with  all  the  folemnity  ufually  obferved  -ip 
former  times  and  on  fimilar  occaiions»  for  the  three  glorious 
naval  vidocies  which  bad  fo  eminently  dftiinguiflied  the^pc^ 
fent  war. 

The  Chancellor  oftheExcbe^er  then  moved  that  the t^umble 
thanks  of  that  Houfe  Aiould  be  returned  to  bis  Majefty  for  his 
gracious  communication,  and  for  his  gs^ciou$  favour  alip  iA 
giving  orders  for  the  ere<Stion  of  feats  in  the  Cathedral  for  tbeic 
ufe.    This  motion  was  agreed  to.  ~  ^ 

An 


9«e.i.]         WOODTAUL'S  PARLIABtEMTARY  REPOHTS,  303 

Aa  order  was  afterwards  made  fer  the  Houfe  to  attend  hs 
Majeftv  upon  that'dav,  as  a  Hoafe,  and  for  the  appcxntment 
of  connables  10  dear  tne  way  for  the  proccffion.  A  Commit- 
tee was  alfo  appointed,  confifting  of  Mr.  Ryitr^  Mr.  St4€k9 
Mr.  Jolm  EUiott  Mr.  Jfibn  Smithy  Sir  Richard  Carr  Glynn^  and 
Sir  Cbarks  Bumbttry^  for  the  cegulation  of  fuch  otPier  matteis 
as  might  be  neceflary* 

ASSESSED   TAXES* 

Sir  George  Shuckburgh  Evelyn^  moved  for  a  lift  of  perfons 
paying  ninety  pound  a  year  and  upwards  to  the  afTefled  taxes,  to 
be  made  out  and  laid  upon  the  taljiles  diftinguiihing  thoTe  who 
pay  from  90  to  100,  from  100  to  150,  from  150  to  2oo»  from 
9.Q0  to  2|o,  to  250  to  300,  and  from  300  10400  and  upwards. 

Mr.  Dudly  Ryder  faid,  as  the  honourable  Baronet  had  not 
ilated  what  his  view  was  in  making  this  motion,  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  explain  It  for  him.  He  had  neard  it  remarked,  indeed, 
that  it  was  a  furprifing  thing  there  (bould  be  no  more  people 
pay  above  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the  aflfeOed  taxes  than 
appeared  upon  the  papers  on  the  table.  But  he  fafpe£ted  this 
furprife  arofe  from  the  perfons  who  made  the  remark  not 
knowing  how  the  lift  was  formed.  The  lifts  were  only  made 
up  feparateiy  for  each  diftrid,  fo  that  the  return  was  only  made 
for  one  diftri<^  of  a  certain  fum,  while  the  perfons  there  con« 
tribucing,  might  contribute  in  four  or  five  other  diftri£ls.  If 
thefe  were  all  put  together,  the  mifapprehenfion  would  ceafe^ 
and  the  furprife  be  done  away.  Though  the  prefent  lifts  increaf- 
cdthe  number  of  inferior  rates  the/'diminifti  the  number  of  fu- 
pcrior.  Hewasfurethe  motion  of  the  honourable  Baronet 
would  give  additional  trouble  without  anfwering,  in  his  opi^ 
nion,  any  ufeful  purpofe,  Befides,  he  did  not  think  the  ac- 
counts could  be  made  up  in  time  for  the  prefent  difcuflion, 
without  retarding  the  bill  which  his  right  honourable  friend 
was  preparing  to  bring  forward,  and  therefore,  unlefs  the  ho- 
nourable Baronet  would  explain  what  obje<%  he  had  in  view 
which  could  be  really  beneficial,  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
for  him  to  wave  his  motion. 

Sir  G.  5.  Evelyn  faid  he  did  it  merely  to  elucidate  the  fub- 
]tGt ;  for  if  a  Gentleman  paid  the  afleffi^d  taxes  in  part  in  one 
diftriifl,  he  was  obliged  to  fend  an  account  of  what  he  paid  in 
another:  therefore  heconcnvedfome  information  to  be  neceflary. 

Mr.  RydcTf  in  reply,  ftated,  that  the  motion  would  not  do 
what  the  honourable  Baronet  thought  it  would,  for  they  could 
jby  no  means  obtain  any  account  like  certainty. 

Mr.  Huffey  faid,  it  was  certa'm  the  affcflcd  taxes  had  been 

fhamefully 
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Ibaoiefb^fy  evaded*  Since  he  had  been  in  the  Houie  he  hsul 
heard  the  number  of  thofe  perfons  who  had  been  guilty  qf  this 
eraiion.  He  wifhed  to  ha»c  a  lift  of  their  names  printed*  but 
be  did  not  think  tbe-0)otion  would  anfwer  any  ofcful  purpofe. 

Mr*  Rcji  knew  no  pofliWe  way  of,  obtaining  the  names  of 
the  perfons  who  evaded  payment,  ibut  if  the  hoti6und>le  Gen- 
tleman could  a/fift  him  with  any  information  upon  that  fubjeiSU 
be  ftiould  be  very  glad.  la  regard  to  what  the  honourable  Ba- 
lonet  liad  faid»  that  where  a  Gentleman  paid  to  the  aflefled 
taxes  in  one  diftri£l,  he  was  obliged  atfo  to  deliver  in  an  ac- 
count of  what  he  paid  in  another,  he  begged  leave  to  remind 
tTie  honourable  Baronet,  that  thefe  accounts  related  only  to 
fervants,  horfes,  carriages,  &c.  for  the  affeffed  taxes  upon 
houfe^,  windows,  ^nd  the  commutatidn  a<^,  were  not  in- 
cluded. 

The  motion,  however,  was  put,  and  an'  order  made 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Tterncy  cxprefled  a  wifti  to  know  when  it  was  the  in* 
tenlion  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  to  intro** 
duce  the  New  Affeffed  Tax  Bill  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  tliat  it  was  his  in^ 
tention  to  prcfent  that  Bill  the  next  day,  and  to  move  that  it 
be  then  read  a  firft  time,  and  that  it  be  printed.  It  was  Hke- 
wife  bis  intention  that  it  ftiould  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Mon- 
day, and  that  it  be  committed  on  Tuefday. 

Mr.  Tierney  v^^  alfodeiirous  of  being  informed  if  the  three 
millions  to  be  advanced  by  the  Sank  were  to  be  included  in  the 
fum.  ^ftimated  for  the  fupplies  of  the  current  year  ?  Becaufe,  if 
that  were  the  cafe,  the  fupplies  muft  be  deficient,  as  agreeably 
to  the  comnafl  made  with  the  Bank,  the  three  milfions  fo  ad- 
vanced were  to  be  repaid  by  the  month  of  AugufV.  '  Eitlicr 
then  the  JtJank  is  not  to  have  its  engagement  with  Cjovernment 
fulfilled,  or  if  it  be  fulfilled,  there  muft  be  a  deficiency  of  three 
millions  in  the  eftimated  fupply. 

T\\t , Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  what  he  had  pro- 
pofed  in  the  firft  opening  of  his  plan  was,  that  three  milhons 
Jhould  be  advanced  by  the  Bank  for  the  public  fervice  at  li- 
mited periods,  and  that  he  intiijaated  at  the  fame  time  that  if 
no  circumftances  fliould  occur  to  alter  the  ftate  of  the  country, 
or  the  prefent  favourable  fituation  of  the  aflairs  of  the  Bank,  a 
fimilar  advance  might  be  made  by  the  Bank  to  Government  at 
a  later  peciod  of  tue  year  fubfeqnent  to  the  month  of  Auguft. 
But  if  any  fuch  change  ftiould  take  place  in  the  condition  eitiler 
of  the  Bank  or  of  the  country  which  would  make  it  impoflible 
for  fuch  an  advance  to  be  made,  then  the  matter  would  be 

open 
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open  Todircuffion^/andfomeoiber  motfe  for  raiGng  the  three 
millions  might  be  eafilv  rcforted  to. 

Mr.  Tierney  obferved,  that  the  repayment  of  the  laft  inftal- 
inent  w<)uld  be  Jo  July.  What*  would  become  of  the  renewal 
<ben.  iC.Parhamenjt  were  not  Gtting. 

The  Chanctlior  of  the  Exchequer  faid«  the  queftion  l¥as  of 
fuch  a  nature  tliat  tie  did  not  well  know  how  to  return  a  de* 
fif>itiv.e  anfwcrk.  Rut  if  tbe  meney  were  wanted  it  was  not 
Jikely  to  be  wanted  till  the  end  of  the  year,  when  Parliament 
might  be  fittings  or*  irt  dafcof  any  ftiddert  ewciTgency,  as  the 
Idw  how  fioodi  the  Parliament  might  be  convened  withia  due 
time.  ,  . 

Mr«  Matmittg  faid»  the  Bank  had  agreed  to  affift.  Qovem- 
men t  with  temporary  advances  to  the  amount,  of  three  millions^ 
under  promifeof  rqiaymckit,  by  inftallmeftts,  withiil  a  certain 
period ;  and  if  thefe  inftallments  Wete  regularly  paid,  he  faw 
no  reafon  why  fuch  adviaQices  might  ^not  beTeflewed,  unlefa 
any  change  of  circutniUnf^  in  the  afiair$  of  the  Bank  ifaould 
prevent  it.  He  defircd  10  obfervie^  however,  that  there  waa 
no  underftandtng  at  prefent  between  Government  and  the 
Bank  about  any  other  loan.  •  .  'r 

The  ChancelUr  of  the  Exch^erigpLye  n9fci<3€t  that  he  (houldy^ 
on  Fridayf  move  a  reiblntjoii,  thar  0  km  i:^t  exceedins;  three 
millions  be  granted  as  a  foppiy  to,  hi$  Majefty  in  Exchequer 
Bills,  in  order  to  cover  the  advances  of  the: Bank^ 

BOARD  or  AjORICULTXJRJT* 

Mr.  Baker  obferved^  that  while  ihey  were  granting  frefli 
fupplics  tp  his  Majefty,  it  became  tbc^HQufe:  to  feie  that  tlie 
fopplies  formerly  granted  were  properly  laidout^  Large  fuma 
of  money  bad  been  voted  ]by  that  Houfe  for  the  improvement 
of  agricultufe.  if  the  mOney  had  improved  the  'ftate  pf  agri- 
culture in  any  confiderabie  degree,  it  va9  ceruiuiy  well  ex« 
ponded ;  but  if  it  had  npt  been  wedl  applied,  he  crufied  the 
Houfc  would  tbipk  it  fit  to  m&ike  fomb  corredkm,  and  he 
hoped  to  fee  it  employed  in  a  more  bc;ne&:ial  >manner.  ..He. 
moved,  therefore^  tliat  an.a^ccKunt  be  laid  before  the  Houfeuf 
the  expenditure  of  feveral  fMlnSjof  money  vo^^d  for  the  fupport 
of  the  Board,  of  Agriculture.    . . . 

Si;-  John  Sinclair  faidi  the  accounts  of  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture could  not  at  prefent  be  laid  before  the  Hoafe^  as  the 
fum  voted  by  Parliament  laft*  year  had  not  yci  been  received. 

Mr.  Baker  faid,  whether'  the  money  Yotfed'by  Parliament 
laft  year  had  been  received  6r  not^  his  motion  was  good,  as  iin 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  preccdmg  years  might  be 
rnade  notwithftanding. 

The  account  was  ordered. — Adjourned. 

Vol,  I.  1797. .  R  r  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Tuesday,  Dec,  7. 
.  Mr.  TUrmy  moved,  ^hat  there  be  laid  before  the  Hoore  an 
account  of  the  fees,  emoluioeots*  ice.  arifing  out  of  the  ofiSct 
of  Teller  of  the  Exchequer  during  the  years  1794,  1795,  and 
1796,  held  bythe  Marquis  of  Buckingham;  with  an  account 
of  th«.dedu<3ions  therefrom,  and  the  perfons  names  to  whom 
paid. — Ordered. 

'.  The  Aft  of  29  Geo.  11.  chap*  5,  being  read, 
:  Mr.  Snreiary  DundM$  faid,  that  by  the  A&  which  had  been 
ready  a  corps,  called  the  North  American  Rangers,  had  been 
eftabhihM  formed  of  perlbns  abroad  fubje^of  his  Majefty. 
It  was  now  the  intention- of  Government,  in  the  lame  manner- 
to  eftablifli  a  corps  to  be  Rationed  exclufiveJy  in  die  Weft  Indies 
for  the-  defence  of  them.  This  corps  was  to  be  compofed  of  fo* 
reignms,  chiefly  Germans,  who  were  at  prefent  t»  be  difbanded. 
As  the  Weft  India  Iflands  required  confiderable  fupplies  of 
Europeans,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  eftabliih  a  col-ps  for  the 
expreft  purpofe,  and  this,  with  the  60th  reeiment  already  def- 
tined  excluiively  for  that  fervice,  would  make  the  whole  force 
there  reodgred  permanent  in  tiK  Weft  Indies  5000  men,  and 
feperfede  in  fome  meafure  the  necefflty  of  fending  other  regi-> 
moi|ti  to  that  (quarter.  He  therefore  moved  for  leave  to  amend 
the  above  A&  m  relation  to  this  objeA. 

Sir  fV.  Tlntng  begged  leave  to  fuggeft  to  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  that  the  introduftion  of  French  emigrant3  into 
the  Weft  India  UUnds,  in  the  mode  propoied  by  this  Bill, 
would  occafion  great  diftnift.  Not  that  he  meant  to  throw 
any  flur  on  thefe  unfortunate  men,  but 'in  fome  of  the  iflands, 
psinituhrly  Grenada,  the  conduftof  the  French  in  favouring 
the  caufe  d[  the  French  Government  in  the*  Weft  Indies,  would 
create  rnxxk  diftmrfl  if  the  defence  of  die  iflands  were-  com- 
mitttd  to  tiiem.  He  hoped,  thereforei  that  the  foreigners  aU 
luded  to  were  German,  not  French,^ 

Mn  S$cHtwj  Dundiis  fiud,  that  he  had  meant  Geimans. 
No  Frenchmen  Iwcre  to  beentifted. — Leave  given* 

SCOTCH   MILITIA. 

Mr.  S^cretarj  DundcaidM^  that  as  in  fome  pa^ts  of  Scotland 
the  provifions  of  the  Militia  Aft  had  not  been  carried  into  ef- 
fo<^^  becaufe  the  time  appointed  for  thb  puroofe  had  elapiird 
(the'A6t  being  read) ;  he  meant  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  to  amend  this  Aft,  with  a  view  to  prolooging  tihe  time 
for  tliis  purpofc%— Leave  given. 

^  REPORTS 
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REPORTS   OF    COMMITTEE    OF    FINANCE. 

Mr.  Tierney  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentjemarv  (the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  having  given  notice  of  his  in* 
tcntions  to  move  certain  Refolutions  oh  the  Reports  of  the. 
Committee  of  Finance,  he  wifhed  to  know  whether  there, 
would  be  any  motion  made  on  the  Report  relative  to  the  office, 
of  Third  Secretary  of  State  ?  That  part  of  the  Report  he  was 
prepared  to  combat,  and  make  a  motion  on  the  fubje<ft* 

The  Chancellor  ^  the  Excbejuer  fa  id,  tliat  the  whole  of  the 
Reports  were  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and 
were  appointed  to  be  taken  into  conGderation^on  Monday  fe'n- 
night.  He  (hould  on  that  day  make  motions  on  feveral  points 
arifmg  out  of  the  Reports,  and  ftate  his  reafons  why  he  moved 
nothing  upon  other  points  in  the  Reports. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  was  curious  to  know  what  tlic  motion 
would  be,  as  the  fubjed,  as  relating  to  himfclf,  had  already  been 
difcuffed  ? 

Mr.  Ttcrncy  faid,  that  the  motion  he  intended  to  make  Was 
relative  to  the  office  itfclf,  and  he  believed  would'  be  fof  aln  ad- 
drefs  to  his  Mejefty  on  the  fubiedi.  He  wiflied-to  appoint  a 
fpecific  day  for  that  purpofe,  if  there  would  be  no  oppcJrtunity 
for  difcuffing  the  fubjecft  on  the  motion  of  the  right  honoura-^ 
ble  Gentleman.  For  his  own  part,  the  reports  of  the  Com- 
mittee went  to  fo  many  points,  that  he  could  not  embrace 
them  all  in  one  day. 

After  fome  converfation,  it  was  fixed  that  Mr.  Tierney  V 
motion  on  the  fubjedt  (hould  (land  for  Wedrtefday  next. 

ASSESSED  TAXES. 

The  Chancdlor  oftht  Exchequer  brought  lap  the  Bill  for  treb- 
ling the  a(Ie(red  taxes,  whiich  was  read  a  firft  time« 
On  thequeftion  that  the  Bill  be  read  afecond  time, 
Mr;  Uniberforee  Bird  rofe  and  faid,  he  wsis  ready  to  admit 
that  the  bill  which  had  been  brought  in  contained  confider^ 
able  abatements  and  modi(ications  to  the  principle  on  which 
it  went.  Still,  however,  it  prefented  no  relief  to  the  mid-^ 
dling  manufadurer.  It  would  be  impoffible  for  a  man  in 
that  fitiiation  of  life  to  apply  for  the  relief  which  the  provi- 
(ions  of  the  bill  aiForded,  without  injuring  his  credit,  and 
endangering  the  means  of  his  exidence.  If  .carried  into  ef« 
fed;  he  feared  that  the  mcafure  would  completely  de{hoy 
the  induftry  of  the  country.  It  would  bear  down  the  middle 
drder  of  tnanufaduref^,  who  by  long  ceoonomy  and  labdur 
had  jraifed  a  little  capital.  Had  the^right  honourable  Gentle* 

Rr  2  man 
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man  examined  the  collcSors  of  the  affefTed  taxes,  he  would 
find  what  difficulty  there  ivas  already  in  obtaining  them,  and 
how  then  was  this  treWc  aflcfTment  ro  be  levied  ?  The  taxes 
impofed  laft  year  had  Jnrefledvery  hard  o«t  the  maniifafturing 
clafs  of  the  commohity,  and  now  came  this  to  complete  their 
ideftruaion.  The  watch-tax  had  thrown  multitudes  of  ma- 
nufadurers  inth^t  line  idle,  and  reduced  the  mafters  to  indi- 
gence.  This  he  knew  had  Happened  in  the  city  which  he 
had  the  honour  to  reprefent,  and  he  nnderftood  that  the  fame 
thing  had  taken  place  in  other  parts'of  the  country.  How 
then  wa^  this  branch  of  mannfaftnres  to  fiiftain  the  triple  af- 
feflment,  after  what  it  had  fufFered  from  the  laft  year's  tax  ? 
lie  gave  the  right  hon.Gentleman  full  credit  for  his  elo<juence» 
and  for  his  fmcerity  in  his  negotiation  for  peace  i  but  though 
willing  to  admit  that  great  fums  of  money  were  neccHary, 
sjnd  willing  to  facilitate  the  fupplies,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
objeS  to  fuch  a  mode  of  raifing  money  as  this/  He  wiflicd 
that  fome  plan  could  be  devifed  to  lay  the  burden  on  the  land- 
holders, who,  compared  with  the  indiiftrious  manufadurer, 
had  yet  felt  fo  little  of  the  burdens  of  the  war.  The  manu- 
fa£lurer  was  already  loaded  with  taxes  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
threatened  the  extinSion  of  induftry.  He  confidered  the  pre- 
feqt  ipeafure  as  fraught  with  ruin,  and  Jie  hoped  that  the 
Houfe  would  not  agree  to  its  being  read  a  fecond  time. 

Mr.  Dudley  Ryder  faid,  the  objedlions  of  the  Honourable 
(jentleiTian  (ecmed  to  be  in  general  againft  the  whole  of  the 
meafure  ;  at  prefent  he  rofe  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  only  thing  that  looked  like  a  detailed  objedion  to  the 
bill.  The  honourable  Gentleman  faid  that  the  burden  would 
iall  with  unequal  weight  on  the  middling  manafadurer.  In 
his  opinion^  however,  if' any  thing  in  the  bill  deferved  parti- 
cular commendation,  it  was  the  great  indulgence  which  it 
extended  to  that  clafs:  the  abatements  which  the  bill  pro- 
▼ided  were  to  apply  chiefly  to  the  clafs  of  men  from  lool.  to 
aool.  a  year.  Thus  a  man  who  paying  fix  potirids  a  year  of 
aHeficd  taxes,  is  at  firft  fight  liable  to  pay  i8J.  a  year;  by. 
the  mitigation  allowed  pays  only  a  forty- fifth  of  his  income, 
or  2l,  4s.  and  fo  on  in  proportion.  For  a  man  to  fw^ar  to 
.  his  iqcome  would,  in  general,  be  difclodng  little  more  than 
his  neighbours  prcvioufly  knew.  Even  if  he  did  not  wifli  to 
fpecify  the  futn  to  i^hich  hisjncome  amounted,  ztfA  to  take 
the  benefit  of  the.  full  mitigation,  he  might  receive  a  very 
cohfiderable  abatement  by' Iwfearing  that  his  income  <lid jiot 
(^xc^^^d  a  certain  f]um.    Thus  a  man  who  w^  vvorth  about 
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10^.  might  fwear  that  his  income  di^  not  exceed  150I.  per 
anmim  ;  and  at  this  iate»  a  man  who  oihenvife  might  be  lia- 
ble for  1 81.  at  the  treble,  xate,  .would  pay  np  more  than 
7U  los.     In  the  fame  manner  in  the  pthec cafes. 

As  to  the  objedion  of  the  honourable  Genilema^n  that  the 
landed  proprietors  paid  lefs  than  the  nianufadurer«  this  ob- 
jeSion  was  very  inconfillent  with  the  argument  urged  by 
feveral  Gentlcmeny  that  the  prefent  mcafure  would  not  at  all 
touch  the  wealthy  merchant  and  the  great  capitalift.  He 
{bould  not  go  more  at  large  into  the  obje(ftions  of  the  honour- 
able Gentleman,  as  they  feemed  rather  of  a  nature  to  be  dif- 
cuffed  in  a  Committee.  .     ^        . 

Mr.  Burden  (aid,  the  prefent  meafure  ought  not  to  be  ar- 
gued as  a  permanent  tax.  It  was  an  extraordinary  meafure, 
which  would  end  with  the  occafion  that  produced  it,  and  fo 
far  as, it  operated  (hould  be  confidered  in  the  fame  light  as  anjc 
extraordinary  lofs  or  drawbaclc  upon  capital.  As  to  a  fur- 
ther call  upon  landed  properly^  fo  far  as  it  was  conneded 
with  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the  war,  fo  far  as  it  would 
put  into  the  hands  of  MIniders  further  means  for  the  fupport 
of  a  conteft  which  he  confidered  juft,  neceffary,  andelfential 
to  the  fafety  of  this  country,  he  had  no  objedlioti.  The 
meafure  now  propofed  did  indeed  adapt  itfelf  to  circum* 
fiances,  but  he  wilhed  it  to  go  (lill  farther.  He  thought  that 
after  a  certain  point,  beyond  which  the  affefled  taxes  did  not 
afford  the  true  criterion  of  property,  a  ftrifter  niode  of  difco- 
very  (hould  be  employed,  fuch  a^  the  ium  of  poor  rates,  or 
any  other  means  that  could  be  devifed,  in  order  to  afcertain 
the  amount  of  property,  and  to  lay  the  burden  in  proportion* 
Lefs  delicacy  was  neceffary  in  the  difclofure  of  landed  pro<- 
pcrty,  than  of  commercial.  As  to  the  idea  of  a  voluntary 
contribution,  it  did  not  meet  his  concurrence.  In  a  conteft 
Jike  the  prefent,  fo  juft  and  neceffary  in  its  origin,  fo  effen- 
tial  in  its  continuan'^e  to  the  fafety  of  the  country,  it  oiight 
not  to  be  left  to  the  difcietion  of  any  to  contribute  or  not  as 
they  thought  projper.  He  wiflied,  therefore,  that  means 
could  be  devifed,  to  make. men  of  large  property  contribute 
in  a  higher  degree.  A  voluntary  contribution  alone  would 
pot  be  fufficient.  As  to  .the  principle  that  thjc  contribution 
would. not  be  more  than  a  tenth  of  income,  in  his  opinion* 
the  cafes  were  yery  different  where  the,  iacome  was  $xed  in 
landed  property,  and  where  it  arc^e  out  ot  labour  and  in« 
duftry.  Some  difference  thej:eforc.  co^jght;  to  be  made..  jThcfe 
fuggcllioqs  h<  tbiew  out  uo^  to  obflfudl  the.  bill|  which  ho 

approved 
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approved  fo  far  as  it  "went,  but  in  order  that  its  princtpte 
fhould  be  dill  farther  ex  tended)  and  that  men  df  large  pro- 
perty fliouW  contribure  in  a  ftHI  greater  proportion, 

Mr.  Aldeimair  LuflMigtm  £udy  that  he  Could  by  ho  mea^a- 
depend  upon  the  xcfources  which  voluntary  contribution 
could  afford.  Tj'he  principle  of  the  tneafure  he  approved, 
but  he  jaow  rofc  to  thrdwout  fomc  ideas  which  might  be 
deferving  of  feme  attention  in  the  mode  by  which  i^  was  to 
be  carried  into  execution.  The  right  honoutiible  Gentleman, 
in  the  eloquent  and  energc^tic  fpeech  with  which  he  opened 
his  plan,  ftated,  the  firft  objcft  to  be  attended  to,  -was,  that 
the  burthens  which  it  roighl  be  necei&ry  to  iitipofe  fliould 
not  bear  too  hard  upon  the  lower  clafles  of  th^  community. 
This  principle,  however,  the  tight  honourable  Gentleman 
did  not  feem  to  have  fufficiently  applied  to  the  proviftons  of 
the  bill :  in  his  opinion  too  large  a  propoirtion  of  the  burthen 
had  been  impofed  upon  that  clafs  which  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  had  profeffed  a  defire  to  relievci  The  exten- 
Cve  diftribution  of  property  in  this  country  had  been  one  of 
the  principal  caufes  of  the  liability  of  the  government.  The 
.  frenzy  of  revolutionary  principles  had  been  checked  by  the 
pradical  bkfiiDgs  of  the  government.  Men  felt  themfelves 
attached  to  the  conftttntion,  bccaufe  they  were  happy  under 
it.  This  ftability  was  owing  in  a  very  important  degree  to 
the  middling  clafles,  and  it  was  owing  to  their  poflcfling  a 
certain  (hare  of  property,  and  being  encouraged  in  its  acqui- 
fition.  He  was  decidedly  therefore  againft  breaking  dpwn 
this  clafs  of  the  community  ;  he  was  for  throwing  the  bur- 
then on  the  upper  clafles.  He  fhould  not  care  mutrh  that 
men  from  5  to  io,oool.  a  year  and  upwards  complained  of 
their  (hare  of  the  burtheit,  but  he  ftiould  be  forry  if  thofe 
from  150I.  to  iool.  a  year,  complained  of  the  burthen.  The 
operation  of  the  meafure  in  its  prefent  fhape  would  be,  to  do 
away  entirely  that  middling  clafs,  whofe  exiftence  was  fo 
important  to  the  (late,  and  divide  the  ftate  into  the  two  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  poor  and  the  rich.  As  to  the  eflfeft  of  the 
meafure  upon  the  manufacturer,  xht  latter  would  pay  him- 
fclf  and  lay  on  a  profit  befides  to  the  amoOnt  of  the  tax.  If 
was  much  belter  then,  itt  his  opinion,  that  the  confumer 
ftould  jpay  dtredily  the  burthen  which  would  be  laid  upon 
him  irtdirediy  by  the  manufaftiiVer.  This  would  avoid  the 
odium  of  an  impofiiion,  whfch  in  faft  would  not  draw  from 
the  clafs  to  whom  it  immedrately  touched,  the  revenue  it 
v;'as  cxpefled  to  produce.    He  was  afraid  that  the  burthen 
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would  be  felt  with  peculiar  feverity  by  the  dafs  of  thofe  who 
poflefled  about  150I.  a  year,  becauCc  they  would  be  called 
upon  for^this  additional  charge  at  a  time  wh^n  the  charge 
made  upon  the  mode  of  living  and  upon  expenditure,  would 
diipiniih  their  profits.  The  (taJre  of  the  times  was  fuch  that 
it  was  of  the  laft  importance  to  attach  men  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  by  making  thejii  feel  the  bleillngs  it  communicated,  by 
(hewing  them  that  it  encouragedinduflry/that  it  proteAed 
and  encouraged  acquilition.  Individuals  wcmki  not  feel  any 
powerful  attachtnent  to  the  country,  when  their  fituation  is 
deprived  of  ihofe  blcffings  which  render  it  valuable.  His 
idea  then  \n  |;eiieffal  was,  that  jk>  man  who  paid  lefsthan 
lol.  a  year  of  aflbfled*  taxes  (hould  be  included  in  the  mean- 
ing of  this  bill ;  and.that  the  modifications  prc^fed  (hould 
be  applied  vin  this  new  fcale.  By  impofing  an  additional 
half-rate  in  the  higher  clafles,  he  was  convinced  that  the  Aim 
of  6,500,0001.  might  be  raifed,  without  the  odium  and  the 
danger  of  extending  the  contribution  fo  far  to  the  lower  and 
middling  clalTes  of  fociety.  He  had  the  utmoft  confidence  in 
the  prefent  adminiftration ;  he  thought  they  contained  as 
much  talent,  as  much  virtue  and  public  fpirit,  as  any  fet  of 
men  that  could  be  found  in  the  country.  He  cautioned  them, 
however,  againft  breaking  down  that  middling  clafs  of  men 
on  whom  the  liability  of  the  ftate  fo  eflentially  depended.  He 
was  afraid,  that  if  the  meafure,  in  its  prefent  fhape,  was 
carried  into  execution,  it  would  quite  do  away  the  clafs  of 
men  poflefled  of  incomes  from  looL  to  200I.  a  year.  Thefe 
hints  be  had  thrown  out  in  this  flage,  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  be  of  fome  life  in  modelling  the  proviflons  of  the  bill. 
' ih^  Chancellor  of  the Exchetpier  faiil,  the  objection  of  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  and  the  objedlion  of  the  wortliy  Al- 
derman, as  well  as  he  was  able  to  coiled  them,  appeared  to  him 
to  be  founded  upon  what  no  man  would  diflent  from,  that  we 
ought  not  to  do  away  the  lower  ordcn  of  raanufaaurcrs— ^thofe 
who  were,  in  every  man's  opinion,  thebeft  fapportctsof  the 
country.  In  this,  as  a  general  fentiment,  he  couJd  not  hot 
heartily  concur ;  but  when  he  Iieard'  it  followed  with  a  com* 
ment,that  all  taxes  fcfll  upon  thisclafe,  difierent  indeed  were  his 
feelings.  Did  the  honourable  Gentleman  recoUcS  the  regu- 
lations he  had  aboptcd,  and  conftantly  purfued  throughout  the 
whole  of  this  arduous  and  difficult  coated,  they  would  find  the 
lower  orders  had  uniformly  been  the  particular  obje^  of  Iiis- 
accomodation  and  exemption.  Warranted  as  he  was  in  this 
affcrtion,  he  was  not  only  prepared  to  do*fy  the  charge,  but  he 
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would  boiaij  challenge  a  <k)mpsrt^(bn  with  aH  the /fyfltciiv, of 
taxation  adopted  and  purrTtitf^  u\  fotrtitvtnas^  -Prtm  this  oona- 
parifbn  it'  would '  appear  ^Hafr'hto^fy (tern  had  hivariably  a^lrf. 
with  a  greater  ffefjJcflf  fcr*tfei?'iftfertor  dafflbs  of  feotety,  than 
any  that  had  gonfe  befert  iti  -Prbiti  the  Tnarmer  in  Which  the 
hcffiourable  Genfieibatf  liad^'fiki^^dttOed  this  fobje<St,  he  coald 
not  hope  that  any  thing  he'ccjuki  fay  would  indilct  him  to  al- 
ter his  opinion:  But  ^buid  any  man,  who- had.give^  it  (he 
cpnfideration  du^to  its  impbhanc^i  c<Micur  'in  ^inioii-wich 
that  honourable  Gentlsmai^,  6r  with  the  worthy  Alde^maii 
who  followed  him,  that  the  phffenc  was^o  meafufce  :bj(  whtcU^ 
in  its  operations,  ttie  lower  oird^lS' of 'tnano{ii6ktti«rs.iuu(tJbp 
done  away.  If  fach  a'  nieafirre  were  not  addpted,  they  would  . 
he  done  away  by  the  fyftem  tsf  aneneaijRiwbohad  inter^aa 
declared  eternal  war  againft  our  ct>mroetce,  otn:  nkmufdAureSy 
our  means  of  fecurity  at  home,  and  of  iiidependefice.abroad^ 
The  honourable  Gentlemen  had  faidi,  that  tUia  me%fure  would 
deprive  ihofe  clafles  of  all  fecurity.  Here  again  he  would  tell 
them  in  what  way  tliey  would  be  deprived  of  fecurity,  and 
alfo  of  the  greateft  portion  of  the  means  of  fufienance.  li 
Would  be  by  not  making  exertions  to  oppo(b  a  fy(l;cm  pregnant 
with  de(lru£tion  to  all.  ^ut  whatever  might  be  the  ^ppre- 
ben^qns  of  evil  entertained  by  fome  GenUemeui  he  hoped 
they.vvould  find,  in  the  moment  of  danger,  that  the  elates 
they  hjid  alluded  to  would  not  abandon  the  general  fyflem  of 
defence  ;  nay,  he  would  venture  to  fay,  that  he  fpoke  the  lan- 
guage of  all  the  orders  of  fociety,  except  tl^Te  whofe  poverty 
had  ^eprivefl  them  of  the  fympathies  and  inteicfts -which  coii- 
M&,  men  with  their  country,  when  he  declared  tliat  the  dan- 
ger was  generally  felt,  and  the^  difpofition  to  defend  their 
gantry  cherished  by  all.  *  After  he  Iiad  taken  tlxe  pains  which 
be  had  doite,  in  every  preceding  fyfteni  .of  hnaiKe,  to^vo 
the  taxes  supplied  fo  fparingly  to  manufa6turers,  and  a&ec  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  fame  plan  in  his  prefent  fyflem,  by  excm^- 
ing  the  poorefl  clafTes,  and  allowing  proportionates  raodificationft 
for  the  reft,  he  could  not  help  being  furpvifed  to  liear  them 
feb <^ed  for  the  objedb  of  comphint,  as  if  the  whole  of  the  bur- 
den had  been  laid  on  them  exclufively.  It  wa$  really. diiEcuit 
to  hear  fi;ch  arguments  with-  coolnefs.  While  Qcntlemcn 
w^re  Aating  bow  his  meafures  would  do  away  the  manufac- 
turers, he  knew  how  /^^i-would  do  away  all  trade,  all  manu- 
fa^ures>  all  patriotifm,  all  courage,  and  all  fpirif  in  die  people 
to  defend  ^eir  intereils.  If  any  Gentleman  wanted  to  know 
how  this  could  happen,  he  would  tell  them,  it  would  happen 
in  confe(]^^ence  of  fuch  mtftaken  anddeluilvc  arguments,  which 
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midrd^tcreate  Iciu^iMary  tfi4k^,  and  prodace  th^  fpirit  cf  de-' 
fpoadracy.  The  iofeftrioos  trs^efcDan,  the  ingenious  manu* 
fa£brer,  theufeiulartiiatH  And  even  the  laborious  peafant,  if 
led  away  by  fbptcs  of  this  fort^  would  foon  fclax  in  every  honeflT 
and'jyrodo^rve  eiibrt,  and^'fink  together  in  oiie  common  ruin. 
Jf  hi&  mcafute  rhrcatencd  thelowm}  at  wclj  as  the highcft  cfr- 
ders,  with'  difficult!^  he  could  yet  hope  that  fuch  modifica- 
tions had  been  made  as  would  Ke  found  coonmenfurate  with 
eadi  man's  means ;  and  he  had/ftiU  further  to  hope,  that  the 
prefTtire  oF  ic  wouM  not  be  Mt  ^by  any  clafs-  of  people  who  had 
iiot  a  pradticat  ftake  \n  the  country.  Where  men  derived  any' 
praftical  benbfit^rom  thefecurity  of  tliei^r  fituation,  it  was  nor 
more  than  Joft  '^hat  they  Aould,  in  fuch  a  period  of  public 
danger,  make  a  temporary  facriiibce  of  part  of  their  praftical 
enjoyments  for  ihc  prcfervation  of  die  reft.  The  honourable* 
Gentleman  had  faid,  that  no  man  ought  to  pay  the  contribu- 
tion who  did  not  already  pay  ten  pounds  a  year  to  the  Afleflcd 
Taxes  i  Where  did  he  find  f^ich  a  rule  laid  down  ?  In  what 
period  of  our  hiftory  did  he  ever  find  fuch  a  fmgular  and  par- 
tial precettent  ?  He  had  not  found  it  in  any  former  fyftem  of 
Fmance  I  He  had  not  found  it  in  any  fyftem  of  political  oeco- 
nomy  I  It  was  never  yet  prop^^fed  in  theory,  nor  had  it  yet 
been  feen  in  praAice*  lif  tl^  various  orders  of  fociety  wefe  held 
together  by  one  iTommon  chain,  if  their  mutual  interefts  de** 
pendcd  upon  their  general  exertion,  if  the  happineft  and  mifery 
of  the  whole  body  were  fo  intimately  blended,  that  the 
deflrudion  of  a  part  would  endanger  the  fifety  and  ex* 
iftcnce  of  the  whole,  then  to  make  a  dtflinftion  or  excep- 
tion in  the  claims  upon  the  energy  and  efibrts  of  any  fingle 
part  would  be  invidious;  fufpiciogs,  parrial,  and  unjuft.  By 
proceecijng  upon  fuch  a  principle,  Gentlemen  would  not 
fu6»r  thofe  hrancbesof  the  cooMnunity  to  give  away  what  tliey 
were  inclined  to  giveaway  ;  but  they  would  ereft  a  bar  of  fe- 
paration  between  them  and  the  higher  orders,  and  thereby  infi- 
noate,  that  they  ()p0effi;d  np  coknmon  ftiare  in  the  profperity  or 
ruin  of  their  ednmry.  ,  Thus,  while  they  were  infpH-iting'the 
lower  clafles  of  people,  to  make  extraordinary  efforts  in  words,' 
they  wduM  by  their  diftinfiions  fritter  down  their  efforts,  and 
finally  facrifice  them  and  all  with  them  to  oppreflion,  and 
bury  them  in  general  ruin.  From  the  argunjents  of  the  ho- 
nourable Gemieman,  one  (bould  have  imagined  the  bill,  if 
carried  intocfief^,  was  libely  to  prefs  heavier  upon  the  lower 
clafles  of  numafa&urers  than  upon  any  other  branch  of  the 
commonity.  Such  was  the  infmuation  ;  hut  how  was  the 
fad?  The  fad  was,  that,  by  the  various  abategients,  the  fcalc 
Vol.  I.  1797.  a  S  of 


314  WpODBAVp  f^t^fOMV/frnJ^Y  HEFORTS^     [CoMM^Nt, 

of  UK^I^  was  contimiaUf  dec^fQ^fing  in  a  regahr  ^opoitkiii 
tp  the  fcale  of  income,  irom  tfie  cdntrihutkin  of  the  tenth  part 
o(  afiierran's  pnopeitji  anuw  Ae  higbcpckifib)  «i^  a  twdMt 
amvifflheioweri  ani fbraubokw theuteomoof fixty ^tid 
a  yoar.tbeQe  iMfi«a:*txHal  eacmq^tjon:  Was  hrto  be  chi^^ 
tbmh  wUl^^QHigaway  tbc  JoiiFfsr  orders  of  oiaAiiiiAareR,  #&tt 
l}t  bnd.particvlariy  iiMq  fnefi  pnmfionsfer  tfaek  neU^f?  The 
ft<«NffDf;i^.couUl  beibaoded  only  on  mifiepreTdmatkm  or  6n  ei> 
nar  ;  hot  it.  wa^aUowiag^  tio  omcfaf  to  local  pre^diof)  and  a  de- 
iirc:of  Ibewing  ieoaipaflk>n .  (o  d»e  inferior  ftaticW  of  fodeCy,  to 
overlook  fafU  or,  perceiiring.  to  mis-ftate  them4  If  the  htU 
^.er«.oppreffive  in  itsoperatboanpon  the  manufediirdrs  or  any 
o^^  fat  of,  Ihe  oooimunity,  the  <ippreffien  was  ocodknied  by 
ao^es^traordmary  eibrt  For  he  (houU  be  ^d  to  know  how 
tb^  honouraU^  Gentleman  or  any  other  '7)eribn  would  raife  fo 
large  a  Cam  for  the  revenue  with  more  cafe  and  advantage  to 
the  lower  OKkrs.  Gentlemen  could  not  comprshend  his  fcale 
of  modi&catipns,  or  they  would  never  prefume  to  niifre|>refent 
them  as  they  haid  done.  But  let  him  examine  tho  exemption 
propoted  by  the  honourable  Gentleman^  that  revery  man  who 
does  n^  alr^a^y  pay  ten  poiand  to  the  aflefiiKl  taxes  ihall  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  additional  contribution.  The  nature  of  fnch 
an  CKcinpttbn  waaobjeAionable  in  its  principle,  fee  it  implied 
that  every, :maii  who  did  not  already  pay  ten  pounds  a  year  to 
the  aflcttod  taxes  had  no  intereft  in  the  fafety,  profpfcrity  and 
exifience'Of  bis  country*  It  was  a  libel  on  the  dtfpofition  of 
the  clailbi  he  excepted  ^  Jeod  their  afiilance  to  their  country 
in  the  hour  .of  danger.  The  honourable  Gentleman  had  6id, 
that  tbe^oiperation  of  this  biU  would  be  injurious  to  the  lower 
dafles,  noCoiyy.by  fubjediug  them  to  heavy contribonons, 
but  by  natiowiag  the  dUpofal  of  their  manuftk^ures.  If  car* 
ried  imtofexecu^ion*  he  hsKl  iaid«  the  manufii^terer  would  find 
no  vent; foe  his  -goods,  the  hufbandman  noonconragement  for. 
hisindtfftry.-  Ths  Was  certainly  an  exaggeration  of  the  evil,* 
but  where  (Sfmld  tlie  fyftem  of  taxation  be  feund,  whkh  did 
not  in  fome4egf^e  afe<5i  ibme.branch  of  trade,  orTome  clafenf 
the<0Bfimi|oity?  The  woithy  Alderman,  however,  imagined  he 
h^d  difooffered  a  -mmsdyfor  this>  by  propofirng  a  heavier  rax 
t|pon  the  higbec  ordeos.  Did  he  fuppofe,  then,  thatby  dealing 
QUI-  the  Qha^gQsoit' the  rich,  alone,  the  others  would  have  no 
cpncfUn  j  did  he  (uppofeihal  nothing  animated  and.ihvigorai-. 
ed  ihe  whpb  circulatipn.of  focieiyJ  Didhefuppdgi^hatanjr 
oppfeiSoii  could  jiie  maide  upon  one  branch  of  the  community 
withoutbeing^felk  dirough  all  its  ramifications?  Thuimerefts 
of  the  riqh  ai^  poor,  the  idle  and  }ab<^ious  were  fo  untimely 
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bfeiuied  that  it  was  impofiible  to  n^ksa  fepmc&bn.'  ^  Let  taxes 
fa]I  upon  the  manafa&urer,  the  traciefalall,thefaTYne^5^h»tt]6- 
chanic,  h»y  even  upon  the{)eafiint^  aiii!*theywiHtrideaifo\lr 
te  relieve  themfelvcs  by  itn|x)fing-  sf  larger  <:har^ upoti  their 
maitufadlures  and  commodities,  u^  tiW  prodoA  of  tb«ir  lai^d, 
or-  on  the  price  of  Fahour.  Thus  the  ticfat^dd  be  cMfged  lb 
join  the  corttrHmtion  of  the  poor,*  and  the  fdfc  giw  the  labori- 
ous their  reward-  ♦  In  the  mean  time,  hovarer, '  tHtf  iftd  aiwl 
the  rich  would  think  it-  cKpedwnt, t^rhaps' tb  t)rtfef?c. Ac  bi- 
kiKe  ^  their  /rticome  by  m^ing  a  retrenchment  tn  fetnftif 
thecvdckfrofluxstryi  and'thusthe  gdneral  confumptiork  wmM 
o£courfe.l)e  dimii%ilhed."  if  thfer^ch  a)oifie  viref^  t^iHl,  the 
fame  retrcncbm^ats'  would  labc  piace^  and  (HI!  the  clhtfr 
branches  ©ffociety  woukl  (hare  in  the  op(>refiion»  The  wor- 
thy AUtfrman  allowed  the  conveHe  of  this  propoGtiMy  tfitw^i 
befeemed  tohave  forgotten  this,  and  thereby  he  gate  rodcH  ror 
naiuch  unjuil  complaint  and  error.  To  attempt  to  Satter«he 
mukitiKle  by  fuch  a  partial,  or  miftakeh  notion  1  was  neillMr 
mamlyi  poHtic,  or  wife ;  and  it  was  repi^henfible,  firftf  for  " 
making  a  diAindion  degrading  ta  the  honour,  toyalty,  ^md 
fpicit^ofagreat  p«t  of  the.  people ;  and  feoondly  for  gnming 
a  diftjhi&iQn.  in  words,-  but  learing^a  diftindKon  in  hSt^  mkJtdn 
woiild  be  l9nfoJ<l  more  dangerous  than  the  operation  of  ^el  hilL 
He  ^ru(l^d  thpt  from  this  explanation,  every  perfon  would  find 
t)ie  proporcton  of  his  burden  to  his  ability  as  equal  andas  via- 
ble as  be  couU  allow  it  But  to  fiipt>ofe  tbat  a  tax  updn  die 
ticb  only  would  nor  zffcA  the  fnboi^inatc  gradations,  was  vt- 
Honary  anf)  impracticable,  and  could  proceed  <»nly  from  a 
wxoi^  bias  of  i<i«i5  or  miflake.  He  had  only  one  othef  cMer* 
vs^tipo  with  which  lie  ihoold  trouble  the  Houfc^  and  tbat  was 
upon  tt^  fuppofed  lofles  fuftained  by  the  public  front  their  con* 
tributbns  to  the  ilate«  He  did  not  mean  t^  enter  tlpbii  this 
Aibjed  at  Jaige,  but  Hiould  content  himfelf  ihet^ly  with  g 
flatement  of  what  was  tlie  real  dieck  of  circulation*'  There 
'was  no  doubt  tliat  too  great  a  burden  might  make  a  rdvul* 
iion  on  the  <Jemand  of  articles  of  general  requeft ;  yet  it  would 
To  happen  that  taxes  levied  to  a  moderate  degreCfinftead  of  be- 
ing a  caufe  of  regret  and  lamematk}n,  ought  to  be,  and  "were, 
by  prudent  men,  allowed  to  be*  of  great  advantage  to- a  nation, 
inafmuch,  as  they  awakened  its  energies,  gave  them  a£tivity 
and  force,  and  produced  a  general  tone  and  vigour,  able  to  re*- 
iift  anyfudden  and  unforc&en  calamity.  He  did  not  mean  tD 
ftand  up  OS  the  advocate  for  taxation^  tboa^  he  wascompelled 
by  nccelTity  to  ufe  forae  arguments  for  its  defence. 

S82  If 
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If^  as  iq  the  prefeijt Jifftancc,  it  was  expedteAt  t0  riife 

.|>^  wi^  cxtracjrdin^fy  exertion,  7^000,000!.  trf  money,  he  did 

iioi^  TiPruple  (p  adm'iMriSit  |uch  a  demand  inuft  prefs  heivily 

,]iap9n^ev?ry  br^pr  of  Joclety/  arid  cotjld  only  lie  jxjftified  by  the 

cj;tf aorcKnary^  natur^^^^  which  required  (ucha 

^deman^  to,lbfe*put  in  ekecjqiion.    He  was  tcitdy  to  admit  aUb, 

|hat  fuch  ^a  cieipand  muft  rcriqce  the  general  circulaticm  of 

^jncncy  iror>.  4"^e;.  and  divfert  it  Trom  its  ufual  ehatlnels ;  but 

_to  fuppofc  it  entirely  withdrawn,  Was  as  great  ^  mlftalce  as 

any  of  ihc  former,  and  ought  to  be  corre<§ed.     It  was  tniCt 

4hat  by  iLMJai^g  it  in  the  ExchegUcf,.  its  courfe  was  ret^ded 

and  divtr ted  from  thofe  cdianneU  wiier^  i^dti(lry  would  tucvift 

availed  iifelf  of  its  cprreiicy,  'ana  acquired  ftrengrti  and  fyirit 

from  m  life  ;  but  to  imagine  th<i  payment  of  certain  fiims  to 

.GpverDmenty  for  the  regulation  and  defence  of  lheblngdom» 

,9S  a  certain  lofs,  as  if  th6  whole  of  the  money  were  fent  into 

.foreign  countries,  or  funk  in  the  Tea,  Was  a  fenthnent  which 

ignorance  and  prejudice  alone  could* fofler.    Though  ic  did 

not  trrii^ediately  operate  in  the  fame  perceptible  mannl^  to 

every  underfianding,  it  was  ilill  adive  in  protnoting  a  con- 

fu^nption  to  the  fame  extent.    This  was  not  ^hiy  teiHikfd  by 

. experience  in  our  own  country,  but  was  provtfd'lobe  the 

iiBadihg  principle  of  the  greatnefs  and  power  of  cviry  Wutttry 

which  hiilory  records.    He  did  not  deny  that  taxtftk>ti,  pi^fbed 

beyond  a  certain  point,  would' fometimes  dimirtiifh  the  ufe  of 

articles  of  luxury^  and  narrow  the  Articles  of^  nec^ty  alfo, 

:t>ut.to  fuppofe  that  it  palfred  the  public  by  a  deftfcatfon,  was 

_amiffake  m  the  knowledge  of  revenue  which  ndex^BHencc 

woujd  juftify.     He  thought  thefe  obfervatidns  hec^tfitfy  for 

thecofre&ion  of  crroV  andmifrepTefcntation,'  add ^fitofcfted, 

for  th^e  caufe  of  the  pe6^ple  cff  England,  that'tlief  i*ronld 

cneerfufty  and  Willirtgly'conti-ibute  tothfe  exigency 'as  lAng  as 

they  were  aWe,  or  neccflity  required  their  (Jxeriron^. 

jMj-V  T/fr«rv  faid,  It  was  furprifing  that  while  the  r?gfrt  hor 
fiouratile  Chancciter  of  the  Exchequer  was  remarJcaWe  for 
nothing  more  than  the  adnifrarble  gravity  of  his  manners,  no 
man  coiifd  receive  a  hiijtiVom  a  friend,  when  it  thwai^ted  his 
own  particiihr  pFaris,  with 'greater  roughneft.  'Ttie  right 
honourable  GfertlertanMrftakeh  fircat  an  exprefflon  ufed  by 
an  bonbrffabfe  Gentteman,*  (Mir.  W.  Bird),  ttmugh  ir  was 
fouhdc^  (ti^f^tft  and  trnth,  he  meant  the  words  *^  to  ddawuy.** 
,tV]^»spj^t\thc 'fight  iiohcnirablc  Gentleman's  fiii^  fpeakin^ 
fhat,  cpi^Jdre\'ent  the  mifchicf  frcai  falling  heaVy^  or  the 
.  .  '  ......  p^^pf^ 
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|)eople  from  f9eliDg.it.  The  lower  order  of  manufafturers, 
to  be  furc»-  Jwl  notthe  means  of  .difcuflirig  fuch  fubitfds  the- 
<KFj&tici|llyy  but  they  would  »t  leaft  ,tc>lfowcd  the  cap'kWIity 

oiiinqwing  thofe  evils  from  which  they  pradlically  lufTered. 
How  .ftqod  the^fad?  The  hpnouraWe  Gentleman  had  charged 

.tjiat'OO  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  impofihg  the, 
watph  4nd  c(oQk  duties,  it  had  beeii  ^hje^led  that  /tlie'  fame 
miicbiefs  would  adfe.from  it  is  from  Fdme  of  ihofe  which 
Mrerejiowtpredi^ed  to  be  the  confequence  of  the  prefent  tax, 
4in4  that  th<^  Chanceilpr  pf  the  Exchequer  had  at  that  tiW, 
a6  nowj  fcouted  the  idea»  and.indfled  that  it  was  a  vUlgat 
^rror;  and  \i(ha;t  followed?*  wliy  prccifely'what  wis  expe£i- 
tdf  and  40  the  city  of  Coventry  two-thlrds'of  the  watch- 
jDaker$  had  J>^en  thrown  out  of  employment.  Was  it  it  all 
im.reafonable  ^hen  in  his  honoitrsble  friend  to  fay,  that  the 
llgo&ifions  pf  this  tax  lay  heavy  uoon  manufadurerSi  and 
rn^^viM  ^od  /9  d'j  away  tJuit  clafs  ot  people.  If  more  were 
neceiTary  to  be  faid*  be  could  fay  that  among  the  maniifac* 
ftirers  of  the  country,  or  rather  he  would  fay,  among  the  ar* 
^|ifan5#  there  were  many  in  {extreme  want,  and  he  would  Ven- 
.tiMe.toaffiisibt  frum.fad$  within  his  own  obfervation,  that  if 
the*qoUedor«  within  the  diftancc  qf  ten  miles  rorind  Londoa 
were  permitted  to  lay  a  ftatement  of  the  whole  truth  before 
|he  rigbt  honourable  Gentleman,  the  account  they  would 

-give,  would -in  all  probability,  prevent  the  bilt  |rbm  being 
infixed  upon  by  him  in  its  prefi^nt  form. 

He  agreed  with  the  right  honourable  Gehtteman  that  tho 

•  ..'wo>rtby  Alderman  (Lufliingtonj  was  not  corrtQ  in  theftate- 
'    ment  lie  Jiad  offered,  but  his  own  objcflTon  w^s  lb  the  prin- 

•  cipl«;'i)f  the  bill,  and  he  was  firmly  of  opinion^  tttat  If  the 
— 'Miniiler,  in  (lead  of  taking  from  tliofc  who  pail3l.  iy^ji 

•anVlfed  taxes,  were  to  put  money  into  jthtir^pcKXch,  thcV 
would  ftill  be  at  a  lofs  by  the  rcvuiri^^Mi  ofa  heavy  iax  upon 

♦  4Ke  highcfl  orders  of  the  community  ;  .'heVtid  not  mean  to 
jwefs  Uus  further  now,  but  would  refcrve  his  (entjn^cnts  for 
a  future  diicuflion,  when  he  would  go  more  at  length  Jnit> 
it ;, for  the  more  he  converfed  with  tradcfmen  of  all  ranks 
knd  political  opin ions,, (tbofi^jncl tided  who  were  mod  par- 
•lial  to  the  right  honourable  GentltmUPiJ)  the,  more  Re  faw 
of  fear,  anxiety,  and  difmay  aiT)<>ng  thern.  ^e  hoped  there- 

,  fore  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  would, liot  er^fs  the  read- 
ing  of  tlie  bin  a  fecond  rime  earlier  than  "^hurfiay  iiext ;  the 
mo^e  particularly  as  frotti  thc^hafty  proceedings  already  had, 
\t  Vas  impolliblc  for  the  people  iq  the  diftant  parts  of  the 

country 
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countrjr  to  have  it  4iltime4o'inTlrud  \h;eh  teprefentitives. 
Hededgned  hidtfelf^as  defifbus  as  Mytnztk  in  that  Houfe  to 
uke^meafvreB  to  dtffendtte^ount^,  zndtoihew  an  Et^lifh 
facetoa  Frenoh  army ;  but  he  was  averfe  to  any  thing  being 
done  that  might  feem  to  tht  people  to  bear  htovy  on  any  clals 
of  men.  -  As  be  had  bo  hope  of  throwing  out  the  meafttre» 
and  as  things  ilood,  he  was  only  for  preventing  the  bill  ffom 
being  cmffried  through  the  Houde  too  haftily*  If  the  fecond 
reading  was  fixed  for  next  Monday,  no  man  wquM  be  able 
to  fay  thai  he  had  voted  for  it  by  the  confent  of  his  coo- 
ftituents. 

A  Member  on  the  Oppofition  bench,  expnefled  an  earneft . 
wifli  that  further  time  mig^ht  be  given  to  confider  the  biU, 
avowing,  aji  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  no  objedlon  to  the 
principle  of  the  t^^i,  and  was  willing  to  contrilnite  as  largely 
a$  any  one,  in  proportion  to  his  circumftances. 

Mr.  Wiglij  reiterated  the  objedions  he  had  made  to  the 
bill  on  former  nights,  and  particularly  dwelt  on  the  injury  it 
would  be  to  individuals  to  make  adifdofureof  their  fituatiott. 
If  the  tax  was  neceflary,  he  hoped  it  would  be  cheerfully 
i^omplied  with  ;  but  it  ougKt  to  be  carefully  modiied,  and 
ior  that  pnrpofe  .time  ought  to  be  given  for  a  due  confidtra- 
lion  of  t^e  bill.  .  .    « 

.  The  quell  ion  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecond  tine  .waa  thea 
put  and  carried.  •       . 

The  Chancellor  ofjhe  Exchiuyur  faid,  that  notMFitliilaildtng 
what  had  been  faid,  he  could  iee.no  rcafoti  forpoftponing'tite 
fecond  reading  of  the  bill  beyond  tlie  time  ho  had  alreadf  nwiv* 
tioned  ;  and  therefore  be  would  move«  that  it  be  read  a  fmnd 
time  .on  Monday.  If  it  were  deiirable  that  the  htlb  fliottlkl?be 
cfTe^al,  it  would  appear  clear  on  a  momem's  unhiaOed  reflec- 
tion that  it  muA  be  paiTed  before  the  holidays.  He  faid  that  fa 
^ar*fr6m  it^  being  carried  with  preci{)ilaiion  through  theHouic,  . 
a^  had  been  charged  by  fomt"  Gentlenitn,  a  retrofpc&ivc  view 
of  the  various  dates  of  irs  difFcreiU  liases  from  his  fiift  opening 
jt'tp  the  prefenl  day,  would  deri)9n drably  prove  that  tiK:reffier 
vcr  was  a  meafurc  of  finance  which  had  experienced  fo  long 
a  delay;  and  it  wa^  fomewhar  Jingular  that  the  lonour|di)ie 
Member  who  firft  accufed  him  of  precipitation  in  carrying  it 
through  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Tierneyjj^  was  alfo  the  firft  who  acv 
cufed  him  of  giving  unnb'ceilary  delay  to  it,  when  in  the  tirll 
inftance  he  had  allowed  ten  days  for  confideration  of  the  gene* 
tal  plan.    The  only  part  of  the  Bill  that  could  at  all  become  a 

fii»a 
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ftHjfcSt  irf  difrufbi}  /was  die  iniiSgaCfont  titlowed  in  h.  A<  to 
the  gobis  isooaat  ^ibe  Uirthent r ihatMrid  not  «lmk  of ^uefa 
tion  or  of  altotatipa,  and  be  wa(  lui»^i^woui4  ulthaotdy  a|>* 
pear  that  none  would  find  it.(b,heayjta«tbey  now  i^tnvliend- 
ed  ;  finaUyy.  he  faid  the  bill  had  boea  now  a.  foitnigbt  bdom 
the  Hoafe,  and  he  (hould  be  guilff  of  a  dereii^ion  of  his 
public  duty,  if  be  voluntarily  agreed  to  its  being  poftponedlD  a 
later  periods  .   •    . 

Mr.  Tiermy  faid  h^  had  .bfen.roiftaicca  by  the  ChatK^iorof 
the  Exdicquer.  What  he  ^a^  pbjeiSlcd  to  at  firft,  was,  that 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  bad  brought  forward  the  ixua* 
lure  at  a  time  when  he  was  not  Tufficiently  prepared  to  date  it 
fully ;  that  thoj^gh  he  had  beef}  well  prepared  to  mak^  a  fine 
fpeech,  he  bad  neeh  fo  ill  prepared  With  the  matter  in  detail^ 
that  he  was  obliged  to  take  a  week  to  confidcr  of  it.  The  rioht 
honourable  Gentleman  had  faid  tliat  the  bill  itiud  pafs  before 
the  hoKdnys ;  but  he  put  it  to  the  reflection  of  the  Houfc^  whc- 
thtrr  it  was  the  moft  ingratiating  mode  for  Parliament  to  con- 
ilufl  themfelvcs,  when  a  delay  of  only  four  or  five  days  is  aik» 
ed,  to  anfwer  them  that  it  muft  be  pafled  before  the  holidays. 
Why  (hoold' they  not  rather  fay  that  there  (hould  beiio  bolt- 
dayf  at  alt?  TIic  Chancellor  of  the  Exchecjuer  tooka  wcet 
from  his  firft  propoundhtg  the  outltne  of  the  plan,  tp^digeft 
and  modify  its  particoJar  poovifions,  add  yet  the  people  were 
QO(  to  be  allowed,  a  delay  of  four  or  five  days  to  oonildel:  them. 
U»w  thie  people  in  dtftant  parts  of  the  country  were  to  read  the 
b»ll  at  all,  ttil  it  would  bo  too  late  for  objefkioQi  or  amend- 
ment,  be  knew  not :  be  Appr^ended  that  the  Mitttfter^^defire 
to  pdfs  it  be^Dre  the  h<>lid»ys,  betbkened  an  indention  to  make  a 
loof^adjofiTCiitient;  a  meafu re 'which  mi^  be  de{)rec;ae^  as 
tbktisne  was  the  word  that  ei^r  was  known  for  a  fufpenfion  of 
the  fitting  of  Parliament. 

Th^^ian^elbr  tfthi  Exchequer  faid,  H  ^sU  rMe<;ei2arj  to 
have  the  bill  paiTed  before  the  holidays^  for  the  puf pofe  of 
making  the  almTment  in  time.  I/,  ais  be'l^d;  a^ceady  fhe wv , 
there  had  been  no  precipitation  in  carrying  the  biU:  fo-far, 
a^nd  the  bill  itfelf  had  the  general  concujfreiM^  of  ^e  Honfe, 
that  woukl  bo  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  the  hgfiour^ble  Cootie-.* 
main's  objedions« 

M^.  Tiermy  moyed  toaaieiid^^Q(iQ%  by:iiibftituiio^ 
Thurfday  next,  for  Ntoiday;  -     ^     .  .  .^ :     , 

Mr.  Torh  wiflied  to  khow  wh^tjber  the  bill, was  to  be 
printed? 

The 
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The  Chamilhr  ifjl^Exd^p^  bidt  it  wtiioteadodlhtf 

theWUQiouiafccprin>rf»MiilthatitilwJdWwdlafaoai4 

ttoe  on  Monday,  ai»d  coMnittod  on  Tuefiiajr  wtniu 
The  gallorj  was  cleacodt   aad  the  qMftioa  put^For 

Moadaj: 

Ad]eiinied« 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
FaiDAT^  Dec.  8. 

Read  the  bills  upon  the  table  id  their  ieveral  ftagei*.    . 

Their  Lordfliips  then  heaid  couqfei  in  coiitiiiuadoii»  At 
the  great  canfe,  Dadrymple  v«  the  FuIUrtons,  and  adjourned 
the  further  hearing  thereof  till  Monday. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
FatnAY,.  Dec.  8- 

Mr.  Matnibaring  prefented  a  petition  from  tlie  Chorch- 
wardens  and  Over  leers  of  the  Poor,  on  behalf  of  then^felves, 
as  well  as  feveral  irihabitants  of  the  parifli  of  St.  Leonaid, 
Shoreditchy  (latine  that  they  could  not  carry  into  effed  the' 
provifions  of  the  Uatute  of  the  14th  of  the  prefent  Kifig»  re* 
lative  to  the  mode  of  diftrauning  for  non-payment  of  Poor- 
rates,  by  reafon  of  a  great  namber  of  houfes  under  the  rent 
of  lol.  a  year,  and  of  the  occupiers  being  fo  V9ry  poor,  that 
there  were  not  in  qiany  fuch  houfes  goods  fuflScient  toanfwer 
the  fum  to  be  levied,  by  diftrels :  prayine  the  Houfe  to  take 
the  matter  Into  ferious  confidevmtion.*— Referred  to  a  SeleA 
Committee. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Coh  brought  in  the  Cotpomtion  Caiifi»  bill, 
of  which  he  gave  notice  laft  feflion  or  Parliament. — Read 
a  iirft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  Monday 
next. 

Sir  Jobm  SlncUr  brought  op  an  account  of  grants  made  to- 
the  Board  of  Agricoltufe,  fo  nr  as  they  had  b<^&  received. 

He  faid,  that  as  fotne  obfervations  had  been  made  upon 
the  expenditure  of  that  Boafd,  it  vrashis  wifli  that  it  ihould. 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  PinaAce. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  ScoU  Militia  bill  was  read  a  iirft 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time>on  Monday. 
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'  ASESSED   TAXES. 

Mr.  Tori  wifhed  to  niention  to  tKe  Chancclbr  of  the  Ex- 
chequer that,  the  Bill  for  A  flefled  Taxes  ftood  for  the  fecood 
reading  on  Monday  next,  and  that  if,  wqs  undcrftood  that  it 
was  to  be  propofed  to  co^Timit  it  on  Tuefday.  He  begged  that 
the  Committee  upon  the  Bill  fhoold  be  poilponed,  atlcaft  till 
^Thurfday.  He  had  no  ohjeflioii  to  tlie  ftcond  reading  even 
that  day,  if  that  wereneccflary,  for  it  was  to  the  Committee  he 
ihould  direct  his  attention,  it  was  a  meafure  novel  in  itfelf, 
and  forae  time  ought  to  be  given  to  coiifider  of  it.  He  there- 
fore hoped'  the  fi^t  honourable  Gentleman  would  confent 
to  poftpofiRng  the  Committee  upon  the  Bill  until  Thurfday 
next. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faJd',  that  anxious  as  h^ 
was  to  avoid  all  unneceflary  delay  in  the  progrefs  of  this  im- 
portant meafare,  yet,  as  he  founJthe  Bill  was  not  yet  ready 
to  be  put  into  Gentfemens  hands,  although  he  hoped  it  would 
have  been  printed  by  this  time,  he  could  therefore  have  no  ob- 
jeflion  to  the  Committee  being  defcrreil  tg  Thurfday, 

Mr.  y/<r»^/faid,  that  from  the  inforipation  be  hac)  received^ 
and  from  what  he  was  nware  of  himfelf,  he  was  confident  that 
any  delay  in  the  {irogrefs  of  this  important  meafure  would 
be  taken  as  a  favour  uy  mod  of  thofc  on  whom  it  was  to  ope- 
rate- He  therefore  intreated  that  the  fecond  reading  might  be 
podponed  to  Tuefday. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  no  great  ob- 
jeftion  to  accommodate  any  Gentleman  when  he  could  do  fo 
confiilently  with  the  difcharge  of  his  public  duty.  He  would, 
not  oppofe  the  defire  of  the  honourable  Gentleman.  He  could 
not  held  remarking,  however,  that  he  thought  the  Comtnittee 
was.  the  ftage  in  which  the  Bill  was  to  be  dircufled.  He  was 
tinder  the  neceffity  of  remarking  alfo,  that  very  grofs  mifre- 
prefentations,  and  confequent  mifapprehehfion,  had  gone  abroad 
upon  the  fubjed  of  the  Bill.  If  the  honourable  Gentleman 
would  endeavour  to  correfl;  thefe  mifapprehenfions  in  the  in- 
terim, his  time  would  be  extremely  well  employed. 

Mr.  Tiern^  faid,  he  was  not  aware  of  any  mifreprefentation 
upon  the  Bill ;  he  was  confident  he  never  intended  to  mjfrc- 
prefent  the  matter,  and  he  believed  that  he  never  did  fo  He 
ihould  be  glad  to  underftand  the  right  honourable  Gentleman, 
which,  be  protefted,  he  did  not  «(t  prefent. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid,  that  beyond  all  doubt  fhfthcr  time  was 
ncceffary  before  this  Bill  (hould  be  difcuffed.  He  had  great 
reafon  for  oppofing  it.    Indeed  he  believed  it  would  be  impof- 
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fible  to  cany  it  into  execution.  He  believed  that  there  w:is  a 
greater  number  of  perfons  than  the  MiniAer  was  aware  of  \&  - 
capable  of  paying  their  afleflhients  already.  There  was  no  kd 
than  181  in  one  pariih  who  had  been  fumnioneJ  for  non-pay- 
tatntf  many  were  mitigated,  many  only  paid  half,  and  many 
were  totally  excofed.  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  a^ 
he  had  the  means,  ought  to  be  pofleiTed  of  all  information  of 
this  kind  ;  and  it  ought  to  be  lard  before  the  Houfe  before  they 
pnoceededi  upon  this  Bill.  As  he  never  confided  in  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer^  nor  any  part  of  his  admini  A  ration, 
even  when  we  were  in  the  moft  flourifhing  condition,  it  would 
l>e  fiiperfluous  to  fay  that  he  did  not  confide  in  him  now.  If 
there  were  any  mifreprcfentations  gone  forth,  of  which,  how- 
ever, hp  kqew  nothing,  the  Chancellor  r^  the  Exchequer 
ought  to  lofe  no  time  in  clearing  the  matter  up.  At  all  events^ 
time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  every  body  to  underftand  the  Bill. 
Colonel  Strutt  faid,  he  doubted  much  the  accuracy  of  the 
booourable  Gentleman  who  bad  juft  preceded.  The  lift  was 
a  much  fmaller  lift. 

Mr.  Curwen  faid,  be  held  hirofelf  refponfible  for  what  he 
faid.  He  had  ftated  faAs,  and  he  would  repeat  them.  The 
parifti  to  which  he  alluded  was  St.  Andrew's  below  the  bar. 
In  that  parifli  i8z  perfons  were  fummoned  for  non-payment; 
tyrenty-one  wece  mitigated  to  half,  and  thirty-one  were  totally 
ezcufed.  This  he  faid  from  the  parifti  books.  He  would,  be 
as  foixy  as  any  man  to  ftate  what  be  did  not  know,  and  as  uot 
willing  to  recall  Mrhat  he  knew  to  be  true. 
'  The  Ohan$eUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  before  Gentlemen 
drew  conclufions  uqpon  this  fubjedt,  it  was  material  that  they 
l^new.the  reafons  of  the  perfons  they  alluded  to  being  junable 
to  pay,  and  why  they  were  excufed,  or  why  any  d)ing  was 
mitigated^  It  did  i)ot  feem  to  him  to  apply  to  tiie  cafe  of  af- 
iipfimenf.  .  It  ought  (o  be  recolle£tcd  that  many  perfons  who 
might  be  charged  fron^  the  affcffment  which  they  paid  woukl 
be  totally  exempted  from  any  new  payment  by  rcafon  of  the 
£ze  of  their  income.  He  wa^  glad  the  honourable  Gentleman 
had  nan^ed  the  pari(b,  for  it  might  hereafter  be  feen  how  far 

.this  was  a  fpccimen  of  the  accuracy  which  was  to  be  e^pe£led 
from  tbofe  who  were  fo  ready  to  talk  of  the  inahitity  of  perfons 
to.  pay  their  affefthients.  But  the  honourable  Qentleman  faid* 
that  a  great  many  perfons  would,  be  unable  to  pay.    Why? 

^Becaufe  they  are  unable  to  pay  their  prefent  rates,     The  ho- 

Qourable  Qentleman  might  have  kno\Yn  thqt  diis  very  meafurc 

eicluded  tbofe  who  were  unable  to  pay  their  prefent  rates,  and 

{o.a)bw  to  otfaers  who  were  able,  but  Whofe  ability  was.witl^* 

:  '  '  "  *  it^ 


Dec.  8.]        WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  ja^ 

in  a  given  limit,  an  abatement  in  proportion  to  that  circum- 
fcribcd  ability.  If  the  honourable  Gentleman  meant  to  fay 
that  fome  were  excufed  altogether  from  paying  their  afleflixients 
already,  or  that  fome  of  them  were  mitigated,  he  inuft  fay  that 
fucli  a  thing  was  im})o(riblc,  becaufc  nobody  poiTefled  as  yet 
the  power  to  cxcufe  or  to  mitigate  the  afieflba  duty.  Frbhably 
the  honourable  Gentleman  confounded  the  aficfled  duties  with 
the  poor  ratt:s,  and  therefore  it  was  that  he  became  unintCB* 
tionally  inaccurate. 

Mr.  Curwfn  iaid  he  alluded  to  the  poor  rates.  But  he  be* 
lieved  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  would  find  a  great 
number  of  perfon«  aifo  unable  to  pay  the  afiefled  duties^ 

The  Chahceiier  of  the  .Exchequer  hidf  that  this  was  np  prcpf 
whatever  as  to  tlie  afleflcd  taxes.  ^  .      . 

Mr. Ellif(m  faid,  he  looked  upon  it  that  i9-2oths'of  thepcon 
pie  of  this  country  look  up  to  the  great  abilitiesof  the  Chai;vce^* 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  to  refc^e  us  from  our  prefent  di£Eiculties. 
{He  was  then  proceeding  to  a  difcuflion  of  the  excellence  of 
the  plan  of  thia'aflTeffmcnt,  wheti'  lie  was  reminded  by  the 
Sfieaker  that  it  was  not  regular  to  enter  at  pcefent  into  the 
principle  of  the  meafure,  there  being  npthing  before  the  Houifa 
CO  involve  that  quedion.] 

Mr.  Ellifon  tlien^  proceeded  to  ohferve^^tbat  although  he  ap- 
proved of  the  plan,  yet,  as  fome  modification  might  be  necef* 
£uy»  he  owned  he  wi(hed  for  further  time  to  be  prepared  for 
that  purpofe.  He  was  forry  that  the  paper  laid  upon  die  table 
relative  to  the  number  of  perfons  who  paid  afielkd  taxes  had  . 
been  produced  at  all,  becaufe  he  was  well  perfuaded  it  was 
mod  groffly  erroneous.  He  thought  alfo  that  the  higher  ranks 
of  fociety  were  not  called  upon  to  pay  fufficiently  to  the  public 
exigency.  For  thefe  reafons  he  wi(bed.  the  iecond  reading  of 
the  Bill  to  be  delayed. 

The  order  for  the  fecond  reading  of  the  Bill  on  Monday  was 
then  difcharged,  and  it  was  ordered  (hat  it  be  read  a  fecond 
time  on  Tuefday  next. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  gafve  notice,  that  he  ibould 
propofe  the  Bill  to  be  committed  on  Thurfday  nexti 

Sir  John  Sinclair  rofe  to  give  notice  of  an  intended  motion  in 
favour  of  a  General  Inclofure  Bill.  It  was  now,  he  faid,  about 
two  years  fince  he  firft  gave  a  notice  of  this  nature ;  fince  then, 
be  had  been  favoured  with  the  affiftance  of  many  refpeflabic 
gentlemeni  members  of  that  Houfe,  in  framing  the  bill  which 
was  now  prepared.  His  intention  was  to  bring  forward  foiM 
proportions,  which,  if  approved,  he  ihould  propofe  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  confideratioQ  of  the  other  Houfe.  Till  then,  it 
wasimpoffible  for  him  to  judee  how  ixs  a  General  iDelofare 
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Bill  wns  likely  m  be  carried  into  cffcft ;  bat,  Ihould  the  mca- 
furc  not  fucceed,  he  hoped  that  it  would,  at  lead  be  allowed 
that  he  had  not  been  deficient  in  zeal  to  ;iCconiplifh  a  mcafure 
which,  in  his  opinion,  was  fo  lalutary  ;  and  that,  if  this  coun- 
try was  not  cultivated  to  the  utmoft  at  a  time  when  every  re- 
foul'ce  wai  fo  much  wanted,  no  blame  would  attach  to  him. 

He  then  gave  notice,  that  he  fhould  make  his  motion  on 
Wednefday  (e*nnight, 

COMMITTEE   OF    WAYfi.  AKD   MEANS. 

'  Tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  icfelf  into  aComrotttee  of  the 

*  whble  Hoofe,  to  confider  fiiither  of  Ways  and  Means  for  ratf- 
inga  Supply. 

'  ^he  Hoofe  having  refolved  ilfelf  into  a  Committee  ac- 
cojfffhgiy. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  according  Id  flie 
libtice  he  gave  on  a  former  day,  he  now  called  the  attentkNI  of 
the  Committee  to  a  fmgle  branch  of  the  Ways  and  Meant  of 
the  year.     He  did  nor  nocan  to  bring  forward  any  thing  at 

^  prefent  but  a  fingle  Rcfolution,  which'  he  intended  at  Ac 
foundation  of  a  bill,  which  be  (hould  afterwards  propcCe  Iq 

'  brmg  into  the  Houfe ;  theobje£t  of  which  would  be  ta  pit>vide 
fbr  the  raiting  of  three  millions  from  the  Bank.  He  fhottld 
take  care  to  make  provifion  for  the  re-pay men.t  of  that  fum  by 
inrtallmcnts,  as  he  bad  formerly  ftated.  The  detail  of  whidi 
tvould  naturally  arife  wh^n  the  bill  ihould  come  brfore  the 
Botlfe.  The  Refoluiion  he  had  now  ,to  propofe  was  merely. 
That  three  millions  be  raifed  for  the  fonrice  of  the  year  An 
Excbeauer  Billi,  upon  which  he  ihould  be  ready,  if  any  itH*- 
thetiKtcuffion  Should  arife.  He  then  moved,  That  it  is  the 
opinion  of  this  Committee  that  towards  ratfing  tlie  Supply  to 
be  granted  to  his  Majeily,  the  fum  of  three  millions  be  raufed 
en  Exchequer  Bills.     Pa(&d. 

TAX   ON   PLACE-MEN, 

Mr,  Nicbolls  then  rofe  and  proceeded  nearly  as  Ibllows ;  In  - 

{urfuance  of  a  notice  I  gave  fome  time  iihce,  I  rife  to  ixK)ve  a 
Lcfolution  for  applying  cerbin  parts  of  the  en^olvmients  of 
certain  oflBces  to  the  public  fervice  during  the  war.  In  tfrn 
motion  1  have  to  fubmit,  I  follow  a  precedent.  It  is  a  tneafure 
that  was  adopted  in  the  reign  of  Willam  and  Mary.  I  beg 
"  leave  to  take  notice  of  what,  his  Majeily's  ChanceUoT'of  the 
Exchequer  faid  when  I  gave  notice  of  the  fubjed  wbid|  1  now 
bring  forward:  He  fliggefted  an  idea  that  this  was  aninteoM 
:  itfleoion  oni'his  Majcfty's  Minifters,    He  xmf^t  to  te  too 
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confcious  of  the  merit  of  his  high  charai^er  to  fuppofe  that 
any  fuch  thing  was  inti  luicd.  At  to  notions  of  private  wealth 
I  bdicFc  no  body  can  accufc  liim  ;  he  re  fern  hies  his  farber  in 
that  feature  of  his  chara6Ver.  In  that  I  admit  he  rcfembles  his 
tl I uRrioos  anceftoi  ;  1  wifti  the  rcfembfance  extended  over  the 
whole  of  his  conipofition.  I  have  no  animoiity  to  Placemen 
and  Pcnfioncrs;  many  of  them  may  render  great  fervicc  to 
their  country.  1  wilh  not  to  take  any  thing  away  from  paiti- 
cular  offices  which  I  (hali  hereafter  mention,  ana  for  which  I 
ifaali  affign  my  reafons.  It  was  faid  by  a  right  Iwn.  Gentle- 
oian  on  a  former  night,  that  there  was  no  difference  between 
the  emoluments  of  an  office  and  the  eftate  of  a  private  gentfe- 
man  ;  dsat  the  one  was  as  much  prt>pepty  as  the  other*  I  ihaH 
not  «iter  on  the  difcuffion  of  that  fubjeft  now.  Tlicre  arc  two 

'  forts  of  p4aces ;  one  that  depends  on  the  pfeafure  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  others  that  are  independent  of  it.  As  to  oiEcesf  that 
are  dependent  on  the  pieafure  of  the  Crown,  they  may  be 
faki  to  be  fairly  enjoyed,  hecaufe  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  de~ 
petKieiYt  on  tlie  tatents  of  the  pcrfon  who  enjoys  them,  but  in 
time  of  public  emergency  they  may  be  as  fairly  diminifhed  as 
the  income  o^  any  other  peiTon  is  diminished  by  taxes.     The 

>  public  have  a  right  to  fay  to  a  pcrfon  holding  a  place,  ^*  True 
it  is  that  your  faiary^  was  fu^h  as  we  willied  you  to  poflTeis 
when  we  ourfclves  were  liffiuent,  but  now  circumdances  are 
fo  altered  that  really  we  cannot  now  afford  it/'  As  to  the 
offices  in  which  the  grantee  has  a  freehold  interefl,  it  is  ob- 
fervable,  that  in  the  time  of  William  and  Mary  there  was  no 
difference  made  between  them  and  thofe  that  were  held  at  the 
pieafure  of  the  Crown.  I  ihnik  there  ought  to  be  a  diftindlion,' 
and  therefore  the  rcfolntion  which  I  fball  fubmit  to  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  made  to  keep  that  diftinftion,  for  rt  will  refer  on- 
ly to  thofe  offices  wliich  arc  held  at  the  pieafure  of  the  Crown, 
Another  diflference  wliich  I  intend  to  make,  is,  in  the  fum  on 
which  the  refolution  tljould  attach.  Inftead  of  500I.  I  fhall 
propofe  2000I.  With  thefc  variations  the  refolution  will  be  in 
every  other  rcfpc^l  the  fame  as  that  wliich  paffed  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  ihe  time  of  William  and  Mary  ncmwe  conitu.^l- 
cenie  ;  and  tht  reafon  which  was  then  alk  Jgcd  for  it  was,  that 
owing  to  Uie  great  expenccs  of  the  war,  it  was  necelTary  to  the 
public  fervice.  If  is  was  neceffary  then,  I  picfume  it.will  hanl- 
ly  bedifputed  it  is  neceffary  now,  for  none  can  deny  the  diflrcfs 
of  the  country. 

-  I  do  not  conCder  tliis  :1s  any  great  public  refourcc  for  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  although  in  that  refpedl  it.  is  not  inconfider- 
ahk,  but  if  I  fuccced  in  this,  1  intend  to  follow  it  up  with 

'others  refpc£Ung  pcnfions,  and  the  application  of  the  civil  lift, 

and 
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and  I  (ho)ild  hope  it  would  prodace  focne  beneficial  regulation. 
But  I  do  this  with  another  view,  of  more  importance)  in  my 
opinion,  than  any  aid  which  this  may  hring  to  the  puhlic  fcr. 
vice.  I  think  there  are  mauV)  many  men  about  the  Chanceir 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  wbofe  views  ought  to  be  changed  ;  and 
who  (liould  be  placed  in  a  {ituation,  in  which  they  ihall  be  in- 
tcrefted  in  terminating  the  war.  The  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man fees  near  and  about  him,  many  who  are  at  prefent  intereft- 
ed  in  the  continuance  of  the  war.  He  fees  about  him  a  num- 
ber of  ContratSiors,  and  Money  Monopolifts>  whp  are,  all  of 
them,  interefted  in  the  continuance  of  tWs  war.  }  am  fonry 
&>v  it.  I  wiih  he  was  furrounded  only  by  thofe  who  are  in- 
teredcd  in  its  termination.  It  is  upon  that  principle,  which 
is  a  principle  of  political  regulation,  more  than  a  refource  of 
revenue,  that  I  bring  forwaid  this  fubjcdi.  He  concuded  with 
moving. 

That  it  18  the  opinion  of  thU  Corhfnittee  that  the  Salariet,  Fees,  tnd 
Ferauintes  of  all  the  Offices  under  the  Crown  ibaJi  be  applied  to  the  ofeof 
the  War,  except  fucb  at  amoupt  to  xoool.  per  annum,  which  are  to  be  al« 
lowed  to  all  Officers  whofc  Salaries,  Fees,  and  Ferquiffttes,  at  pi^efent  exceed 
toool.  per  annum.  And  alfo  except  that  of  the  Lord  .Chancellor,  the 
Speaker  of  the  llrufe  of  Commons,  the  Judges,  Foreign  Minifters,  and  the 
CrMnmiffiuiied  Officers  of  his  Majefty's  Ffeets  and  Armies,  or  uny  perfina 
who  have  a  freehold  intereft  in  their  refpeAive  offices. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fald,  before  1  proceed  to 
trouble  the  Committee  with  fuch  obfervations  as  occur  to  me 
on  the  Refolution  intended  to  be  propofed  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  on  the  principles  he  has  laid  down  in  his  fpeech,  it 
inay  perhaps  be  not  altogether  forefgn  to  the  purpofe^  nor  in- 
cohfifient  with  the  refpedl  due  to  the  honourable  Gentleman, 
to  fugged  to  him  the  probability  that  the  Refolution,  as  it  has 
been  read  by  him  and  bv  the  clerk  at  the  table,  if  it  means 
any  thing  at  all,  does  not  exadly  mean  that  which  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  feems  to  have  intended.  As  I  have  heard  and 
underftand  it,  and  I  fhould  rather  fuppofe  as  the  Houfe  alfo 
muft  underftand  it,  it  amounts  iimply  to  this,  that  all  falartes 
of  office,  but  thofe  of  two  tboufand  pounds  a  year  value,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  Judges,  and  fome  others,  (hall  be 
applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  war.  If  then  I  comprehend  it  right, 
and  this  be  the  fenfe  of  the  wording  of  the  Refolution  as  it  has 
been  read,  what  does  it  import  hut  that  all  falaries  from  two 
thoufand  pounds  upwards  are  to  be  reduced  to  two  thoufand  ; 
and  all  from  two  thoufand  downwards,  even  to  fifty,  are  to  be 
entirely  taken  away.  Now  whether  this  Refolution  is  compati- 
ble with  the  honourable  Gentleman's  general  notions  ^  politi- 
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^al  oeconomy,.  or  in  unifon  with  the  tenor  of  the  principles 
lie  profelles :  \vhether  this  is  the  way  of  making  a  diitindion 
in  favour  of  poverty  againd  wealth,  it  is  for  the  honourable 
Gentleman  himfelf  to  judge,  and  I  wifh  him  to  refle(5l  upon 
it.  But  for  my  part,  it  appears  to  me  to  be*  fo  utterly  incon* 
gnious  with  his  ufual  fentiments,  and  fo  unlike  to, the  prece- 
dent on  which  he  has  grotmded  it,  that  I  am  led  to  believe 
the  honourable  Gentleman  has  made  a  fmail  mtilake ;  if  fo, 
I  (hould  be  forry  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and  in  candour  wifli 
him  to  Teconfider  it,  and  to  favour  the  Committee  with  an 
explanation,  and  tell  them  what  it  is  he  really  means. 

Mr.  NichoUs  faid.  Sir,  the  refolution  is  mifunderftood  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  I  believe  the  wording 
%vill  be  found  by  no  means  to  juftify  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman's  interpretation  of  it. 

A  general  cry  of— <*  ready  read.^* 

The  Clerk  of  the  Houfe  then  read  the  refolution,  which 
produced  a  general  laugh. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  faid,  it  is  now  clear 
that  nothing  can  be  more  unlike  the  propofition  which  the 
honourable  Gentleman  intended,  and  the  precedent  from 
which  he  fupported  himfelf  for  having  taken  it,  than  the  re-> 
(bhition  now  read. 

Mr.  Nicholls  faid,  Sir,  I  aflure  the  Committee  that  I  co- 
pied the  refolution  from  that  to  which  I  have  alluded ;  I 
mean  the  refolution  in  the  time  of  William  and  Mary,  word 
for  word,  with  the  exceptions  and  alterations  I  have  alread/ 
fiated.  I  deflre  that  the  Clerk  will  turn  back  to  that  refolu- 
tion, and  read  it. 

The  refolution  of  the  3d  of  William  and  Mary  was  then 
read. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thereupon  faid,  I  believe 
a  more  extraordinary  ipifapplication  of  precedents  has  never 
occurred  in  or  out  of  thefe  walls.  If  it  ihould  be  made  to 
appear  that  fuch  a  refolution  had  been  adually  agreed  to  and 
ratified  by  the  Houfe  in  the  time  of  King  William,  to  agree 
to  one  at  this  day  diredly  oppofite  to  it  as  that  now  propofed 
by  the  Honourable  Gentleman,  would  indeed  be  a  very  ex- 
traordinary way  of  {hewing  refpe£l  for  and  adherence  to  pre- 
cedents ;  but  there  is  a  reafon,  and  in  my  opinion  no  mean 
one,  why  you  ought  not  to  be  altogether  fo  much  prejudiced 
by  this  precedent  of  King  William,  as  to  be  diverted  from 
the  true  principle  of  the  queftion  before  you,  into  a  concur- 
fence  with  that  of  the  honourable  Geoileman ;  if  he  had 

taken 
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taken  the  pains  to  follow  up  the  hiftory  of  that  refolution  a 
tew  pages  farther,  a  gentleman  of  his  great  perfpicacity 
would,  no  doubt,  ha.e  been  abfe  to  find  that  reafon  The 
refolution  was  agreed  to  netjv'ne  cmtraSante^  and  being. moved 
haftUy,  was  not  worded  with  Ari£t  grammatical  accuracy. 
It  fo  happened,  however,  that  what  was  thus  haflily  vot^ 
without  a  diffcntient  voice,  when  it  came  to  be  deliberately 
]t>ve(ligared,  on  the  bringing  up  a  claufe  of  a  bill  to  carry 
it  into  eflfed,  was  rejeded  without  a  divifron,  as  impolitic 
and  abfurd.  I  therefore  hope  that  Gentlemen  will  not,  out 
of  prejudice,  or  cxcefTivc  fondnefs  for  precedent,  adopt  that 
meafure  which  has  never  been  adopted  before,  nor  admit  that 
which  was  held  to  ht  a  good  reafon  for  rejc^ing  it  in  the  tioae 
of  King  William,  to  be  a  good  reafon  for  adopting  it  now. 
As  to  the  refolution  itfelf,  in  the  form  in  which  it  has  beea 
moved,  my  great  refped  for  tlie  honourable  Gentleman,  and 
my  regard  for  the  time  and  feeling  of  the  Committfe,  wiU 
not  allow  me  to  difcufs  it  farther. 

Mr.  NUholls  faid,  I  certainly  did  not  mean  that  the  refo* 
Intton  (bould  extend  to  faiaries  under  two  thoufand  si  year. 

'ilie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  explanation  from  the  honourable  Gentleman,  for  it 
would  be  exceedingly  unfortunate  for  thofe  who  would  be 
the  obje^ls  of  the  honourable  Gentleman's  propofition,  and 
indeed  not  very  creditable  to  the  Houfe,  if  on  this  over  pcr- 
foafion,  and  a  too  rigid  adherence  to  a  precedent  unanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  a  Committee,  but  reje^ed  without  a  divifioa 
by  the  Houfe,  a  meafure  was  adopted  which  would  take 
from  all'-pcrfons  hold  ng  offices  under  Government  of  lefs 
than  two  thoufand  a  year,  the  whole  of  their  income.  How* 
evef,  as  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  given  up  that  pointj^ 
and  confines  him&lf  merely  to  thofe  who  poflefs  (alaries  of 
more  than  two  thoufand  a  year,  I  will  ibortly  ftate  to  the 
Committee  my  reafons  for  thinking  that  idea  no  lefs  abfurd 
than  the  other.  The  honourable  Gendeman  propofes  the  tax 
as  a  refource  for  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  has  talcen  with 
one  large  comprehenftve  fweep  of  his  cprapafs,  all  offices 
from  two^boufand  a  year  up  to  nine  thoufand,  without  an]r 
diAindionr  any  fcale,  any  gradation.  But  while  he  comes 
forward  with  this  as  a  refource,  why  does  he  not  ftate  to  the 
Committee  what  he  would  exped  to  draw  from  it  ^  Has 
he  confidered  to  bow  much  even  the  >vhoie  of  rhefe  offices 
tfaat  are  above  two  thoufand  a  year  may  aoiouni  to  in  the 
grofs?    Ffom  tbe  gravity  of  the  honour^blp  Gentleman*s 
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chara£ter  and  deportment,  the  Committee  have  a  right  to 
expeSt  from  him  more  forefight  and  precifion»  and  to  call 
upon  him  to  lay  before  them  a  lid  of  the  pcrfons  to  be  taxed 
and  a.well-digedeil  eftimate  of  the  fum  hf  calculated  to  draw 
from  taxing  them. 

But  let  us.  Sir,  confider,  upon  the  broad  bafis  of  princi- 
ple and  found  policy,  the  fcale  of  contribution  propofed  by 
the  honourable  Gentleman.  Will  it  be  faid  that  there  are 
lioqualifyjng  circumftanccs  whidi  keep  pace  with  the  various 
gradati.ns  of  falary,  and  render  the  higher  proportionate  to 
thofe  below  ?  Will  it  be  contended  that  there  is  no  diftinc- 
tion  in  fituation  between  thofe  who  have  falaries  of  two 
thoufand  a  year,  and  thofe  who  have  twice  as  much  i  Is 
there  no  difference  in  the  importance  of  the  truft,  in  the  la- 
bour, in  the  talents,  in  the  qualifications,  in  the  refponfibi- 
lity,  and  in  the  clafs  of  life  in  which  they  ftand  ?  Is  there 
no  allowance  to  be  made  for  fuch  circumftances  ?  Will  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  in  the  fullnefs.  of  his  equitable  oeco- 
nomy,  fay,  that  the  fame  gradation  ought  not  to  be  obferved 
in  taxing  office,  as  in  taxing  property?  And  if  not,  how. 
will  he  be  able  to  account  for  dealing  out  fuch  unequal  mea-» 
fure  as  he  has  attempted  in  thefe  two  cafes  ?  Inveighing  in 
his  elevated  tone  of  decIamat.ion,,again(l  the  difproportion  of 
the  afleifed  taxes  to  the  property  of  the  feveral  clafles  taxed, 
and  yet  holding  forth  a  plan  of  indifcriminate  taxation^ 
fweeping  down  all  to  a  level ;  exa^ng  from  an  office  of  two 
thoufand  fivehundrcxl  a  year^  cne- fifth;  from  an  office  of 
four  thoufand,  one-half;  from  one  of  fix  thoufand,  two* 
thirds.  Sir,  acceding  to  my  notion  of  the  nature  of  taxa- 
tion, this  is  a  principle  which  cannot  be  for  a  moment  fup- 
ported. 

But,  Sir,  whatever  interpretation  may  invidioufly  be  giv^ 
to  my  obfervations,  and  implicated  though  I  am  myfelf  in 
what  I  (hall  hereafter  fay  upon  the  fubjed,  I  do  not  hefitatQ 
to  confefs,  and  I  fay  it  with  the  candour,  the  confidence, 
and  the  (irmnefs  which  the  occaflon  demands,  that  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  I  chiefly  reil  my  objedion  to  the  taxing  of 
office,  is  this  :  that  official  income  is  lefs  than  any  other 
fpccies  of  income  given  for  the  private  enjoyment,  or  per- 
ional  gratification  of  thofe  who  poffefs  it.  To  thofe  who 
view  tnem  abftraAedly,  the  fituation  of  pcrfons  high  in  office 
appears  fplendid,  and  envy  and  malignity  attribute  to  themt 
an  excefs  of  private  gratifkations  they  never  experience, 
and  of  perfonal  repofe  ivbich  they  never  enjoy«  The  fituatiqn 
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of  a  yoijngcr  brother,  wh6fe  public  ftation  confers  upon  him 
-the  meaa  ,  and  induces  up^n  jiim  the  necc({ity  of  maintain- 
ing an  appearance  equal  U)  thofe  of  large  h<i rcdi tar y  rank  and 
propc'fTy,  is  looked  up  to  with  ftupid  malevolence,  and  view- 
ed iN^ith  an  eye  of  envious  exaggeration ;  but  any  one  mHo 
Ibok^  to  their  fituation  with  impanial  views,  and  attentively 
examrnes  how  much  of  their  iucomea  is  applied  to  pcifonai 
gratification,  will  find  ibat  in  this  refpcft  they  arc  much  be- 
low the  general  clafs  of  opultnt  focicty,  that  the  far  greater 
'  part  of  their  expcndiiAire  is  a  iiibute  to  the  ilatioa  they  fill, 
and  to  that  appearance  it  is  necclTary  for  them  to  affutne,  ii> 
order 'to  ma  in  141  in  arr  c<|ualify  uith  ihofe  whom  hereditary 
wealth  have  elcvaicd  to  the  higheft  ranks  in  the  community. 
If  in  a  free  country  liTce  thi«5,  the  perfons  who  'hll  the  offices 
of  the  higheft  trull  and  refpOnfibility  were  to  be  fclcfted  a» 
Objeds  of  taxation,  it  would  indeed  be  extraordinary.  But 
if  it  were  fo,  and  in  the  evil  fpirit  of  fuch  a  principle,  ihey 
were  to  be  diverted  of  their  income,  and  with  it  exempted 
from  the  neccflity  of  preferving  the  fplendouf  of  their  ap- 
pearance, what  would  they  lofc  ?  Nothing  intrinfically  gra- 
tifying; no,  not  one  hour's  perfonal  enjoyment  out  of  the 
four  and  twenty,  would  bt  abridged  by  fuch  a  defalcation  y 
but  how  far  they  ought  to  be  taxed,  as  a  political  qucftion> 
is  a  fubjeft  wortkconfideration. 

'  Befoi*c  any  clafs  or.  fpccies  of  income  can  with  jufticc,  or 
policy,  or  prudence,  be  feloSed  for  taxation,  the  perfoii 
-^^ho  propofes  to  feleS  them  ought  to  be  able  to  ihew  either 
that  they  are  already  too  lightly  taxed,  or  that  they  arc  froju 
their  dittinfib  circumllances  objeds  peculiarly  fitted  forgrea^ 
aftd  exiraordiriary  burthens.  In  laying  the  taxes  for  the 
i'upplies  of  the.prcfcnt  year,  the  criterion  that  has  been. 
<^hofeti  is  the  former  aifeired  taxes,  liable  to  certain  excep- 
tions, modifications,  and  dedu^lions  :  and  this  criterion  has 
been  fale<5ted  as  the  beft  poHible  mode  of  apportioning  the 
tax  to  tangible  property  of  every  <lenominat]on.  Novv^  Sir, 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  )iear  what  regulation  in  that  tax  goes  to 
excliidfe  the  property  of  perfons  in  office  from  aifeffment :  is 
the  income  of  the  gentlemen  in  office  lefs  tangible  than  that 
of  other  perfons  ?  Is  a  fmaller  portion  of  their  income  than 
of  the  income  of  gentlemen  whofe  opulence  is  not  the  fruit 
6?  their  own  labour,  but  is  protcdcd  and  fecurcd  to  them  by 
law  as  the  fruits  of  their  progenitors*  indui^ry,  fpenc  in  ob- 
tefts  of  taxation  ?  Nay,  do  they  not  fpend  much  more? 
And  ihall  it  be  faid,  that  while  in  the  form  of  that  great  ex- 
penditure 
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jpexuiiture  neccflariJy  attached  to  their  ftaiion,  they  pay  more 
of  the  ordinary  taxes  in  proporiiori,  than  any  other  clafs  in 
fociety,  they  fliall  be  ftudioiifly  a«d  induftrioufly  marked  out 
as  objcfls  of  opprcllive  taxation  in  another  way  r  Is  there 
any  reafon  why  a  man  labouring  for  his  income  lliall  be  more 
taxed  than  the  tnan  who  polTciie!!  an  indepet^dcnt  landed  pro- 
perty ?  Or  rather,  as  on  the  contrary,  fuch  an  income  is 
much  lefs  durable,  fubjedl  to  larger ^orapulfor^  expenditure, 
and  attended  with  a  hedvy  duty,  Ihould  not  the  diUln^lioas  if 
any  there  were,  be  in  has  favour?  In  every  tax  upon  con- 
fumption,  in  every  fumptuary  tax,  the  man  in  office  contri- 
butes, I  am  Aire,  at  leafi  as  mi)ch  as  any  other  in  the  (late^ 
and  I  believe  it  can  hardly  bc^  maintained  that  he  ought  to 
contribute  more. 

The  only  argximent€i  that^em  to  imprefs  the  honourable 
Gentleman  as  being  of  real  weight  in  favour  of  hi>  motion  is, 
that  it  will  inteftft  Miniftcrs  in  making  peace  ;  and  although 
he  has  this  night  lowered  his  tone,  and  afftuned  a  milder 
mode  of  expreifion,  he  at  firft  did  certainly  mention  the  tax 
lis  a  threat  ;  for  he  faid,  that  if  I  perfiftcd  in  my  plan  of 
aJefFed  taxe?,  he  wotrld  pcrfift  in  bringing  forward  this  pro- 
pofition.  It  ii^as  evidently  then  a  menace,  for  if  he  had  any 
true  reafon  to  offer  for  taxing  falarics  of  olHce,  why  ihould 
fcis  bringing  it  forward  depenrf  upon  my  refraining  from 
bringing  forward  my  taxes  ?  But  now  that  menace  is  laid 
afide,  and  it  is  taken  up  as  a  punifl^iiicht  on  Mtmders  for' 
pad  errors,  or  a  corredlion  for  future  ones.  But  is  this  the 
principle  of  the  boaftful  patriot^-^the  reformer  ?  Is  this  the 
.extent  of  his  purity,  to  avow  that  he  brings  forward  a  mzsL-* 
fure,  not  on  the  broad  bottom  of  its  owa  merits  but  with  a 
yiew  to  give  Minifters  fo  great  an  ititerefl  in  the  attainment 
of  peace,  as  would  induce  them  without  conHdcration  of  the 
means  or  the  confequenccs.  and  without  regard  to  their  pnb- 
lie  duty,  but  merely  for  their  own  private  purpofes,  to  obtaiii 
a  peace  ^  If  the  war  has  been  comitienced  in  error^  profc- 
cuted  with  feeblenefs,  and  continued  in  conupt  obl^inacy, 
do  not  adopt  a  bad  meafure  to  punifh  the  authors  of  it,  or  to 
correS  their  future  condudl,  Jbut  add.refs  tlie  King  to  remove 
them  from  his  councils,  as  legiflators  ;  do  riot  make  ihfc  pri* 
yate  intereft  of  Minifters  a  tempiation  to  them  to  be  guilty  of 
a  violation  of  their  public  faith  and  a  breach  of  their  duty, 
and  from  fordid,  corrupt,  and  undue  motives,  to  facrifice 
the  dc^rcft  interefts  of  their  country, 

y  u  2  Mr.  Citn0eh 
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Mr.  Cunjuen  fiid  that,  in  the  prefcnt  fitoatioit  of  the  country 
every  man  .was  called  upon  to  make  facrifices,  and  t)>e  ftruggli^ 
we  had  to  maintain  couldalohe  be  fupportcd  by  oeconomy  ii^ 
our  expenditure.  He  was  not  dtfpofcd,  however,  to  fupport 
the  motion  in  Its  prefcnt  ihape;  but  if  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman,  would  come  Forward  with  fomefuch  propolition, 
though  the  fum  which  would  come  in  aid  of  the  p'ublic  fervicc 
night  be  fmall,  the  feeling  which  it  would  infpire  in  the  coun- 
try would  be  of  the  utmort  innportance. 

The  Secretary  at  ffar  faid,  though  the  extravagance  and  ?ib- 
furdity  of  the  motion  brought  forward  r>y  the  honou«ible>Gen- 
tleman  had  already  beeivjo  fuccefsfuHy  expofed  by  his  right 
honourable  Friend,  he  could  not  help  making  a  few  remarks 
upon  fome  of  the  pofitions  thai  had  hten  laid  down.  The  hor 
nourable  Gentleman  tells  us  that  his  ohjtft  is  not  to  raife  re- 
venue ;  his  motion  is  intended  for  otiicr  purpofes.  What  then 
were  thefe  purpofcs?  Why  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  defirogs  of 
peace  and  he  therefore  propofes  to-fubjcdl  Minifters  toa  fine  while 
the  war  continues ! — This  was  a  whimfical  idea  fure  enough, 
efpecially  when  it  was  conlidered  that  the  fentiments  of  the 
Houfe  and  of  the  country  had  already  been  expreffed  upon  the 
fubjcfl,  and  when  it  was  manifefl  that  peace  at  prefenc  could 
not  be  obtained.  The  honourable  Geiulemen,  knowing  tlic  ' 
fentiments  of  the  Houfe,  feemetl  dcfirous  to  entrap  them  into  a 
meafure  contrary  to  their  fentiments,  to  draw  them  into  a  con- 
currence with  that  wifh  for  peace  which  he  felt,  even  contrary 
to  their  judgment.  It  was  fomelhing  like  the  mode  rccom* 
mended  to  little  boys  to  catch  birds  by  throwing  fait  upon  their 
tails,  to  do  that  which  was  ni  fa6l  no  longer  wanted.  The 
honourable  Gentleman,  knowing  that  he  could  not  catch  the 
Houfe  any  other  way,  was  anxious  to  puzzle  and  perplex  themp 
and  draw  them  by  throwing  fait  upon  their  tails,  to  do  that 
which  would  be  equally  incbnfiftent  on  their  fentiments,  and 
foolifti  on  his  own.  But  then  came  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man's great  queftion  of  general  policy.  As  the  honourable 
Gentleman,  however,  vi'as  an  advocate  for  the  new  principles 
of  Government,  a  zealous  pariizan  of  reform,  it  really  might 
have  been  expefted  that  his  great  fcheme  of  policy  (hould  have 
been  a  little  more  dignified  in  defign,  and  (bniewhat  more  un- 
exceptionable in  point  of  morality.  The  happinefs  of  this  part  of 
the  honourable  Gentleman's  fpcech  had  already  been  fo  well 
cjrpofed  by  his  right  honourable  Friend,  that  he  had  few  re- 
marks to  offer  upon  it.  To  cenfure  purity  by  giving  men  a 
corrupt  intcrcft'was,  in  truth,  a  very  whimfical  idea  for  a  re- 
ftNmcr,  and  to  give  judges  a  bias  in  favour  of  a  fide  was  ii  ^ 

deed 
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deed  a  (Iran^e  way  of  (Procuring  an  impartial  deoifioo.    Such  « 
plan  was  neither  very  wife  in  point  of  policy  nor  gre^U  in  con- 
ception.    Did  the  honourable  GenUeman  reaiiy  tliink  that 
a  few  Imndr^d  pounds  to  men  wbo>  if  To  corrupt  a$  they  were 
reprefented,  had  fo  many  tempUtions  to  with(^an<],  and  f^ich 
means  of  making  up  for  what  might  thus  he  taken  from  thtm,*  • 
could  be  an  objcA  to  influence  their  conduct  agauifl:  their  judg- 
,rnent  ?  By  what  fcale  the  )>onourahle  Gentttiiian  judfi^cd  Jjc 
could  not  comprehend,  wl^en  he  iavagihed  that  thofe  qien  whofc 
.power  was  dclcrihed  iiS  equal  to  involvp  whole  natioiis  «n  wi&r^ 
and  tp  prolong  it  at  their  pkafure,   were  to  he  induced  to 
change  their  fylkm  for  the  conlideration  of  a  few  hundred 
pounds.     But  tiie  rulers  of  dales  were  to  have  an  intcreft  ia 
prefcrving  peac*  I  This  deGre  of  peace,  if  it  could  be  made  uni- 
ycrfal  among  the  rulers  of  ftates  might,  perhaps,  be  of  fome 
advantage  in  prefcrving  general  tranquillity,  but  if  not,  to  make 
it  the  particular  interelt  of  the  rulers  of  a  particular  ftate  to 
cultivate  peace,  might  ultimately  fuhjedi  that  (late  to  the  moil 
unjuft  claims,  to  unprovoked  aggirefiions^  and  to  the  mod  parr 
tial  injuftice.     Till  the  honourable  Gentleman  could  make 
the  mild,  pacific^  juft,  and  conciliatory  fpirit  of  the  French 
republic,  univerfal,  he  feared  we  muii  go  on  as  v/e  had  done 
before.  .  Men  might  differ,  nQ  doubt,  in  their  judgment  of  the 
-necefiif y.  of  war ;  but  as  to  the  general  propofition,  it  could 
fcarcely  be  doubted  that  the  evils  of  \\ar  might,  in  the  compa- 
rifon,  be  lefs  than  the  evils  of  not  going  to  war.     There  were 
then  f|]ch  things  as  juQ  and  neceffary  wars.     Nay  the  honoura*. 
«ble  Gentleman  himfelf  mud  afient  to  the  general  propodtion^ 
for  he  was,  no  doubt,  convinced,  that  fuch  was  the  nature  of 
the  war  w^ich  France  now  waged  againft  this  country*     The 
evils  of  war  might  then  be  lefs  than  the  evils  of  not  going  tp 
•war,  and  therefore  might  J>e  oecefiary.     Neceffary  they  might 
tiot  be  in  that  fenfe  that  nations  might  be  compelled  to  go  to 
war — ^Thus,  for  inftance,  what  the  honourable  Gentleman 
probably  would  recommend,  an  Ambaffador  might  be  forced 
into  France,  and  peace  procured  by  an  unconditional  fubmif- 
iion  to  every  thing  which  the  enemy  might  exad.    He  hoped, 
however,  that  the  country  would  not  be  up,  or  rather  down, 
to  fuch  a  proceeding.     It  being  evident,  then  that  we  could 
not  be  fure  tliat  war  would  not  be  neceffary,  it  certaiply  would 
be  unvyife  to.  make  it  the  in  tered  of  rulers  not  to  go  to  war 
<  whatever  might  be  the  neceffity  on  which  tliey  were  placed. 
He  did  not  ktiow  even  that  the  greated  danger  was,  that  th^ 
rulers  of  a  country  would  be  prone  to  war.     The  evik  of  woc 
were  more  obvious,  more  pccfent,  more  alarming  to  the  \a\^x 
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?'natm  than  the  evils.  thM  iBightarifefroro  not  gc»fig  to  war. 
he  latter  reqoired  more  confickratioD,  more  rdWdiion^  a 
greater  regard  for  the  iniereft  of  fx>Aerity»  becaufe  they  wers 
more  «lift-ni.  He  clkl  not  fee  1k>\t,  therefore,  there  flKnijd  fc 
foch  danger  of  ru)cr&  berug  more  incirned  to  war  than  peace  ; 
as  a  general  propoiitioo  then,  nothing  coold  he  worfe  foundoA 
than  the  motion  of  the  honourable  Gentkman.  Indeed  he 
wondered  how  fo  weak  a  iiYcafure  couM  come  from  a  |>erfoa 
of  the  honourable  Gentleman's  gravity  ano  knowledge.  .Surely 
the  honourable  Gentleman  haci  unknowingly  received  a  fee 
w)»ich  bad  biafled  his  vndcrDandii^g  i  he  had  allowed  bis  leal 
for  peace  to  miikad  his  jiKlgmcnt,  ai>d  he  had  therefore  reverf»- 
ed  the  general  rule  in  order  (o  make  k  a^ypdy  to  this  g^articutar 
caie. 

There  was  fomcthing  which  dropped  from  an  honoonMe 
Genrlemati  (Mr.  Curwen)  on  which  he  oookl  not  refrain  fioni 
making  a  few  obfervAtions.  The  honourable  Gentknian  £ii4 
that  though  fuch  a  meafure  as  that  propofed  might  be  little  Id 
the  revenue,  it  would  be  of  infinite  advant;^e  by  the  feeling 
which  it  would  infptre  in  the  country.  The  IxNioorabie  Gei»- 
tleman  coi^feffis  that  the  meafure  would  not  remove  any  of  the 
burdoiTs  which  the  peo()4e  feel ;  confecjvently  in  this  lefprAy 
it  would  be  a  complerc  delufio|i«  What  then  would  be  its  ef- 
ic&i — The  people  would  not  thardi  the  honourable  Gcn«> 
tleman  for  fuch  a  meafure.  If  it  is  meant  that  they  would  be  * 
glad  to  fee  others  pay  becaufe  they  pay  ihemfelves,  this  was  9 
^liiTg  which  ought  not  to  tie  gratified,  fiy  fuch  paltry  ad» 
as  tbele  it  was  fomctimes  attempted  to  enflame,  fomctimes  to 
cajole,  the  people.  Any  feeling  by  fudi  means  he  was  not 
wi)l)t)g  to  excite  ;  he  utterly  diidainwd  ail  ihare  in  pradliiing 
fuch  artifices  and  delufions. 

Sometliing  W3&  faid  about  the  difibrence  between  tbe.&l»<» 
ries  of  o£ce  and  incomes  arising  from  a  landed  efiate.  Upon 
this  j^int  his  right  honourable  friend  had  given  fufficient  ex- 
planation. By  the  li^igoage  which  was  iometimes  held  upon 
the  fub^d,  and  the  allufions  to  the  burdens  which  the  poor 
and  the  rich  refpeftively  fudained,  it  feemed  as  if  Gemlemeo 
thought  the  rich  felt  no  ibare  of  the  burden,  but  that  wars 
were  a  kind  of  fhew  for  their  airvufement.  If  it  was  to  be  al* 
ways  faid  the  rich  fhould  fupport  the  wliole  burden,  it  wouM 
not  be  tbofe  who  derived  income  from  land  who  would  be  moft 
obnoxious  to  the  poorer clafles,  and  it  would  be  mocbeaiier  to 
perfuade  them  upon  the  hypothcfis  that  the  rich  (houkt  pay  all« 
that  thofe  who  had  landed  property  ought  to  pay  more  than 
^ok  who  had  falaries  and  were  fuppofed  to  perfom^  feme  )a^ 
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boilr  in  retum  for  it,  Upoft  thefe  points  of  genera!  doi^rine 
he  had  thought  it  important. to  fay  fomethin^,  mlhcr  as  thcf 
cofc  out  of  the  motion  thaU  were  ncctrffary  to  the  difcoffion  cf 
k  m  its  pc^fsnt  (hape.  The  doctrines  ^ich  had  been  urged 
iiT  favour  of  die  motion  he  conceived  to  lie  extremely  mif-* 
chievous,  and  riicrcfore  it  vcas  tlie  more  important  that  they 
Ihould  be  examined.  It  bad  beai  (Vatcd  rather  in  a  particulnr 
niauner  as  an  objei^ion  to  fjjeechcs  in*  that  Houfe,  •  that  they 
contained  addrefles  to  the  paflions.  The  addncfTes  thus  ocn- 
furedy  however,  were  uot  addrefles  to  the  lo\r  paffions,  they 
were  not  dtrtSed  to  the  illiterate,  to  thofc  who  from  tlicir  fit-u- 
atton  were  difqualified  to  decide  great  and  important  qucftions 
They  were  addrefles  lx>  the  paffions  tlirough  tiie  onderftatiding, 
iandkioned  foy  oratory;  calculated  to  roufe  indignation  again^ 
that  which  merited  indignation.  On  thofe  addrefles  to  the 
pafiions  which  appealed  to  the  low  pafiSons,  which  appealed  to 
them  widiout  at  alt  applying  to  the  underttandiiig,  addrefles  tor 
the  illitenAe,  to  thoie  who  could  not  judge  and*  decide  upon 
the  queftions  to  which  they  related,,  were  fuch  as  he  muft  re« 
probate  in  the  fevereft  manner. 

Mr.  Ttcrney  faid,  that  Gentlemen  upon  tlic  other  fide  fecoi* 
^  rather  to  have  availed  themfelves  of  this  opportunity  to  in* 
dtilge  in  mve£tive  againil  his  honourable  Friend,  who,  hy  die 
candour  of  his  [i^oceeding  had  fo  little  deierved  it,  than  to  fpeak 
to  the  motion  itielf.  He  would  aik  the  Houfe,  whether  his 
honourable  friend  had  treated  the  fubjedi  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to^call  forth  reprehenlion.  In  opening  the  fubjed  he  had 
fnade  no  appeals  to  the  pal&dn,  and  he  believed  altogether  he 
did  not  detain  the  Houfe  five  mifiutes.  His  honourable  Frien4 
had  not,  perhaps,  fu£Bcientiy  coniidered  the  (hape  in  which  his 
motion  was  made,  but  he  was  fure  that  h'.s  intentions  were  ^ 
good,  and  the  principles  by  which  thofe  intentions  were  eui<led 
well  founded.  To  the  latter,  whatever  ridicule  he  might  in- 
cur, he  was  rtady  to  fubfcribe.  Thefe  principles  might  be 
lubjed  of  meriment  to  Gentlemen  on  the  other  fide ;  the  mirth 
of  thefe  Gentlemen  was  fo  much  in  unifon  with  the  temper  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  when  he  fmiled  he  was 
tiot  furprifed  that  they  laughed.  The  refolution  which^ 
with  a  mere  error  of  tranfcription,'  formed  the  model  of  the 
prefent  motion,  had  been  pafled  in  times  fully  as  Rood  as  the 
fyrefent,  and  by  a  Parliament-^no  offence  to  the  prefent — fully 
as  much  enlightened  ;  he  could  not  fee,  therefore,  what  realon 
there  was  for  the  fneer  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
had  indulged.  It  certainly  was  the  intention  of  the  honour- 
able GeodemaAy  if  the  principle  bad  been  recogttkied,  to  have 
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af^pRed  it  in  different  gradations  to  particular  cafes.     For  his 
part  he  never  confidcrcd  the  mcafure  in  the  natureoTa'panidi* 
nient»  nor  wobid  he  countcmnce  fuch  an  idea.     He  agreed 
that  a  lihera!  aUowance  (hould  be  made  to  thofc  whodifcharged 
great  public  offices.  '  He  had  nerer  given  a  vote  with  greater 
plcafire  than  that  which  he  gave  the  laft  time  be  had  the*  ho- 
nour of  being  in  Parliament,  to  increafe  the  falary  of  thaJt  Gen- 
tleman whoTo  honourahly  filled  the  chair  of  that  Houfe,  Still,. 
however,  he  could  not  help  feeKng  indignation  when  he  faw 
tjie  allowances  of  office  perverted,  and  the  etnolumcnts  df  mert 
encreaiing  with  the  war,  nor  was  his  indignation  leflened  when 
he  heard  fuch  things  defended  by  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman in  whofe  office  they  exlfted.     His  objeiJ:  was  to  pre- 
vent the  right  honourable  Gentleman  from  baiting  his  trap 
witli  thcfe  chcefe  pairings,  and  froqi  drawing  his  candle  aKrrofs 
the  Houfe  to  bring  the  rats  to  any  fide  h^  chofe.     He  agreed 
with  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  that  thofc  who  poffi:fled 
high  falaries  of  office  would  feel- the  bordpns  that  were  to  be 
Lnpofed  on  the  country.     For  his  own  part  he  could  not  fup- 
port  the  motion  unlefs  it  were  modified  and  explained.  Where 
great  abilities  were  placed  in  a  high  fituatron,  and  where  they 
came  ^nto  it  without  any  other  means  of  fupporting  the  rank 
to  which  it  belonged ;  but  when  the  falary  of  office  was  a  gra-» 
tuity,  was  a  hoard,  and  an  undiminiflied  fource  of  gain  to  a 
pcrkKi  Who  brought  a  large  fortune  into  public  fituations,  he 
thought  the  cafe  was  very  different,     A  noble  Lord  in  that 
Houic  had  boailed  of  his  ftake  in  the  country,  and  talked  loud^^^ 
ly  for  the  continuance  of  the  war.     The  connedliotis  of  that 
Ixoble  Lord  had  certainly  a  very  confjderable  ftake  in  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war.     A  noble  Marquis  (Buckin^^ham),  not  a 
Member  of  tlie  Cabinet^  had  a  very  lucrative  office,  the  pro* 
£ts  of  which  rofe  very  confiderably  by  the  war.    When  fuch 
was  the  cafe,  he  was  not  fo  much  furpriled  to  fee  the  relations 
of  thofe  who  profited  fo  much  by  the  war  fo  flrenuous  in  its  . 
fupport.     When  Gentlemen  argued  againfl  the  motion  as  a 
ftrange  way  of  compelling  the  Cabinet  to  peace  by  taking 
from  them  a  few  hundred   pounds,  they  argued  againft  that 
which  never  was  thought  of.  It  never  was  imaginea  that  the 
Cabinet  could  be  influenced  by  the  lofs  of  a  few, hundred 
pounds,  but  it  was  thought  that  to  take  away  the  pi^fits  they 
derived  from  the  fyftem  might  have  confiderable  weigbt^upon 
many  who  were  its  fupporters.     Such  certainly  was  the  cafe 
with  many.     In  the  article  of  barracks,  was  there  no^  an  ex- 
travagant number  of  appointments  arifing  out  of  the  warfoi* 
the  advantage  of  its  partizans  ?   Was  not  the  Tranfport  Office 

intercftcd 
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interefl^  in  the  conliouance  of  the  war  i  Wm  not  the  oBkc 
of  War  Secretary  ii^tcrefleil  in.  the  continuance  of  the  vrar,  to 
which  it  owed  its  exiAence  ?  Was  Jthcre  not  fomething  in  the 
confideration  thar  with  the  end  of  the  war  their  proiiia  would 
be  diminifliedt  fufficient  to  warp  the  undei'dan^ing  ^  On  tiiefe 
grounds  he  hoped ,  his  honourable  Frieful  would  bring  forward 
this  fulled  in  another  flnpe.  He  opuld  not  vote' for  |he  m0* 
tion  as  an  abftra£k  meafure ;  but.when  die  times  were  fucKas 
to  call  for  a. tenth  part  of  the  income  o£  indtviduab^  it  wa$  the 
duty  of  the  Honfe  to  take  care  that»  by  the  very  operation  of 
the  war,  the  incomes  of  certain  men  (houM  no^  rife  to  ten 
times  more  than  they  would  be  in  time  of  peace.  He  did  wi(b 
that  the  people,  (hould  be  convinced .  that  thofe  in  ofike  had  .a 
fellow  fbeliog  with  tbem«  When  the  pecple  of  this  country 
read  in  the  ncwfpapers,  not  pleafantries  ariiing  oat  of  the  dii- 
'  putes  of  contending  parties,  but  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance^  which  proved. that  there  were  men  who  did  gaio>  atvi 

S'n  obnfiderably  by  the  wac,  was  there  any  wonder  that  thi^ 
i  this  was  a  war  in  which  its  partizans  were  very  much  inte- 
refted  in  its  continuance?  He  differed  from  thofe  who  thought 
diat  the  oUe£k  propofed  would  produce  little  in  aid  of  the  re- 
venue. He  believed  diat»  if  w»ll  regulated,  it.would  pi^uee 
a  very  considerable  fum,  efpccially  jn  the  article  of  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue*  The  colie^ion  of  the  revenue  at  prefcnt^ 
as  appeared  from  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  coft 
9  million  and  a  half;  the  Civil  lift  amounted  to  a  million  ;  and 
was  it  too  much  to  fay  that  a  well  mcvdified  tax  on  thefe  objec- 
|:ion$  would  produce  a  very  confiderable  fumTor  t^e  public  fer- 
vice?  He  by  no  means  fupported  this  principle  in  the  view  of 
^  puni(hmenton  Minifters,  but  to  do  away  the  unfavourable, 
impreffion  that  all  wars  are  for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  con- 
duA  them».  and  that  Jthis  war,  mQ&  of  all,  U  lif^ble  u>  the  im- 
putation. .  ^ 

The  Chancellar  Qfthi  E^cchcquer  faid,  that  three-fourths  of  the 
honourable  Gentleman's  fpeech  had  no  Velatiop  to  tlie  point. 
The  qi^ftion  w^  not,  whether  the  eniolurrients  of  office  in 
any  cafe  were  too  Urge,  but  whether  they  fliould  be  diminifli- 
cA  when  the  labour  was  cncreafed  ?  As  to  what  was  faid  rela- 
tive to  the  expence  of  coUeAion  by  the  honourable  Gentleman, 
the  Finance  Reports  ftatcd  no  fucri  thipg,  and  the  h&  is,  that 
at  no  poriod  has  fo  much  revenue  been  raifed  with  fo  fmall  an 
addition  to  the  expcnce  of  management  as  had  been  in  the  taxes 
lately  impofed*  As  to  the  emolument  of  officerillns  with  the 
war,  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  ftated,  as  an  inttance,  one 
of  thofe  offices^  wbic;h  lie  propofed  to  exept  from  any  additional 

Vo|,.  I.  17^7,  X  X  charge ; 
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charge ;  this  was  the  office  of  Teller  in  the  Exchequer,  an  office 
.  whidi  the  noble  Marquis  inherited  from  his  father,  on  whom 
it  had  been  befiowed  as  a  reward   ibr  long  and  laborious 
fervices. 

Mr.  Tiarmj  f;iid  a  -few  words  in  explanation. 

The  Secretary  at  War,  faid,  the  great  profits  in  his  office  arofc 
from  regulations  elbUiflied  before  he  was  b(HTi,  and  if^therc 
was  any  blame  it  did  not  apply  to  him. 

Mr.  tiichatU  withdrew  his  motion.    He  faid  he  wa)s  agahift 

Peers  tnterferine  in  the  eledion  of  Members  of  Parliament ; 

be  was  fo  hx  a  friend  to  reform,  and  in  tliis  he  conceived  the 

'  prefervation  of  the  throne,  oC  the  nobility,  and  the  rights  of 

the  people  were  equally  interefted. 

The  Houfe  was  then  refumed,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  on  Monday. 

The  report  of  the  Com  Importation  Bill  was  further  con- 
fidered,  the  refolutions  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill  ordered  to*  be 
read  a  third  time  on  Monday,  if  then  engrdled. 

The  Scotch  Diftillery  Bill  went  through  a  Committee,  and 
tfie  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

The  Committee  of  Supply,  and  Ways  and  Means,  wer& 
then  referred  till  Monday,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS, 
Monday,  D^c.  ii, 

scots  appeal, 
dalrympll^  v.  the  fullarto^s. 

Counfel  were  heard  this  day  (being  the  5th)  in  opnting^ 
tion,  on  this  iipportant  Appeal.  To  proceed  ffirther  the  next 
day. 

The  bills  upon  the  table  were  feverally  forwarded  \  aftef 
which  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 
Monday,  Dec,  n. 
Mr.  fFm,  Dundas  took  the  oaths  and  his  fwt. 
The  Scotch  Militia  Bijl  was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  committed  for  the  ne^t  day. 

The  6pth  Regiment  Augmentation  Bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Wednefday  next. 

Mr.  R.  p.  Carew  reported  from  the  Secret  Committee  ap^ 
pointed  to  try  the  jn^rits  of  the  Neyvton  Elcdion  Petitioni  that 

it 
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it  was  the  determinadon  of  the  faid  Committee,  that  the  right 
'  of  voting  for  the  borough  of  Newton  is  exclufively  vefted  in 
the  Freemen  or  Hurgemrs,  that  is,  in  perfons  poflelTed  of  Free* 
holds  of  the  value  of  forty  (btilings  a  year  and  upwards.  That 
the  Petitioneri  Peter  Patten,  Efij.  is  duly  eleded»  and  ought 
to  have  been  returned  for  the  (aid  hpro^gh,  and  th^t  neither 
the  Petition,  nor  the  oppblition  to  it,  appeared  to  the  G>mmit- 
tee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatious. 

Mr.  Fitnef^fU  moved,  That  the  accounts  prefented  from 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  be  printed.     Ordered. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved  the  third  reading  gf  the  bill  for  regulating 

the  exportation  and  importation  of  Corn ;  the  bill  was  then 

,  read  a  third  rime  and  pafied,  and  is  to  remain  in  force  for  fix 

weeks  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  Seffion  of  Parlia* 

ment. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  re- 
ceived, and  a  bill  for  raifing  three  millions  by  Exchequer 
fiillsy  &c.  was  ordered  to  be  broueht  in. 

Mr.  D.  Parker  Cuke  faid,  that  he  would  not  at  prefent^  in 
fo  thin  an  attendance  of  the  Hoqfe,  prefs  the  fecond  reading  of 
the  Corporation-Caufcs  Bill,  except  pro  forma.  The  Bill  was 
printed  in  the  form  in  which  it  came  amended  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  htt  Seffions.  He  hoped  that  Gentlemen  would 
tranfmit  it  in  that  form  to  their  Conilituents,  and  come  fully  - 
prepared  after  the  recefs  to  difcufs  the  merits  of  the  Bill. 
*  Mr.  irigley  would  have  oppofed  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Bill,  unlefs  be  had  underftood  that  it  was  now  to  be  read  a  fe- 
cond time  merely  pro  forma. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
committed  on  Tuefday,  the  13th  of  February  next. 

The  Report  of  the  Indemnity  Oaths  Bill  was  received. 

The  Committees  of  Ways  and  Means  and  Supply  were  then 
deferred  till  Wednefday,  and  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  Dec.  12. 
The  Houfe  proceeded  in  the  Caufe  between  Dalrypplc  and 
Fullarlon. — Ordered  to  proceed  further. 


hoxjse  of  commons- 
Tuesday,  Dec.  la. 

At  four  o'clock  thcne  being  only  thirty-fix  Members  prefenf, 
,thc  Speaker  adjourned  the  Houfe  till  the  next  day. 

2X1  HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF   LORDS, 
Wednesday^  Drt*.  13. 

The  Tstrioos  bills  before  the  Hoiifc  were  forwarded  in  thdr 
r»rpedi?e  ftages. 

Some  arrangements  were  made  with  refped:  to  the  hearibg 
Appeals. 

Mr.  Hcbart  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  prefented  tile 
btU  for  regTilating  the  £:cportation  of  Com  ;  which  was  read  a 
firft  time. 

A  few  private  bills  were  alfo  bright  up,  and  read  a  firft 
time.    After  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Dec.  13. 

Petitions  from  Hearflon  and  Willarton  Inclofores  were 
prefented. 

Petitioits  from  Oxford,  Maidftone,  and  Fiflierton  Debtors, 
were  prefented.    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Middlczoy  Inclofnre  Bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
engroffed. 

A  new  Writ  was  ordered  to  be  iffucd  for  the  ele^ion  of  a 
Member  to  fcrve  in  Parliament  for  the  liorough  of  Tcwkcf- 
bury.  In.  the  room  of  W.  Dowdfwell,  Efq.  who,  fincc  his 
elc^ion,  had  accepted  tne  office  of  Governor  of  the  Bahama 
Iflands. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Crown  having  attended  to  amend  the  Re- 
turn for  the  borough  of  Newton,  in  the  County  Palatine  of 
Lancafter,  by  fubftituting  the  name  of  W.  Patten,  Elb. /m 
the  room  of -Tliomas  Langfer^rocdce,  Efq.  W.  P^Cten9  £fq. 
took  the  oaths  and  his  feat. 

THIRD    SECRETARY    OF   STATE. 

Mr.  Ticrney  rofe,  to  give  notice,  that  he  ihould  put  oflPhis 
motioh  relative  to  tlie  Qffice  of  ITiird  Secretary  of  State,  until 
Friday  neXt, 

ASSESSED  Tax.  bill» 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  to  put  off  the  fe- 
cond  reading  of  the  AfTeflcd  Tax  Bill  till  the  next  day,  and 
the  Committee  fill  Monday  next.     Agn^  to. 

The  Committee  on  the  Slave*trade  carrying  bill  was, 
upon  the  motion  of  Sir  W.  Dolben,  poftponed^ill  the  nest 
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The  bill  for  regulating  his  Majefty's Marine  forces,  while 
«m  fliorea.  was  read  the  firft  time^ 

The  iDdexnntty  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  paiTcd. 

The  third  reading  of  the  Scotch  Diftitlery  bill  was  de* 
ferred  till  the  next  day. 
• .  Mr.  fVwdwarJL,  from  the  Exchequer,  putfuant  to  d^der, 
piefehted  an  account  of  the  fees  receiveol'by  the  Teller  of  th^ 
Exchequer,  in  the  of&ce  of  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham, 
for  the  years  1794,  lyfSi  and  1796,  together  with  the  de- 
duAions,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  to  whom  paid. 

Mr.  Tlemey  moved,  that  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
account  prefented  from  the  Exchequer,  be  printed  for  the 
ufe  of  the  members. — Ordered. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Scotch  Militia  amend- 
ed bill,  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  W.  Dundas,  and  ordered 
to  be  received  the  next  day; 

.  The  Foreign  Proteftant  Officers*  Regiment  bill  paiTed 
through  the  Committee,  with  one  amendment,  and  the  re- 
{>ort  was  ordered  to  be  received  the  next  day. 

The  Chanceli^  of  the  Exchequer  brought  up  the  bill  for 
raifing  three  millions  on  Exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  1798  ;  which  was  read  a  iirft  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  read  a  lecond  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Lubbock  prefented  a  petition  from  the  South  Sea  Com- 
pany.—  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

-  The  other  orders  of  the  day  were  difpofed  of,  after  which 
the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COxMMONS. 
Thursday,  jD^r.  f  4. 

The  Scotch  Diftillery  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
imflcd.  •  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Manning,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in 
a  HH  for  ereding  Wet  Docks,  on  the  plan  propofed  by  the 
Merchants  of  London. 

On  motion  of  Sir  William  Dolben,  leave  was  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  regulating  the  carrying  of  Slaves. 

AiS£$S£i>  TAXES. 

The  ChmueUar  tf  the  Exehtfiar  moved,  that  the  bill  for 
raifing  a  fum  for  the  fupplies  of  the  year,  by  an  increafed 
afleflmeat  of  taxeji.^  read  a  fecond  time. 

Ux.ffigley 
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Mr.  Wigley  faid;  he 'would  not  fuffer  the  bill  to  be  read  a 
fecoud  time,  without  fuch  oppofition  as  he  was  able  to  giv# 
it.  He  bad  entertained  hopes  that  the  bufinefs  M'ould  have 
beea  taken  up  by  other  Gentlemen  more  qualified  to  do  it 
juflicey  and  to,  (hew  how  fallacious  the  ftatements  of  tht 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  been  ;  but  feeing  that  the 
queftioo  was  about  to  be  put  without  meeting  the  oppofitiofl 
he  had  expedl'ed,  he  would  not  fo  far  abandon  his  duty  as  to 
ghre  a  f;lent  negative,  but  would  (late  to  the  Houfe  fome  of 
the  objections  to  it  that  arofe  in  his  mind.  The  Houfe 
would  remember  that  at  the  opening  of  thefefllon,  the  fpeech 
firom  the  throne,  (which  muft  be  confidered  as  the  fpeech  of 
the  Minifter,)  dated  that  the  refources  of  the  counri-y  were 
ample,  yet  the  prefent  meafure  went  the  length  of  laying, 
in  contradi&Ion  to  that  fpeech»  that  the  funding  lefource  was 
cxhaufledy  and  that  to  avoid  laying  a  greater  weight  upon  k 
than  it  would  bear,  the  people  mufl  hibmit  to  a  novel,  un- 
precedented}  vexatious,  and  to  fome  clafles,  oppreflive  mode 
of  taxation.  As  the  voice  of  the  country  was  tiow  very  loud 
i^inft  it»  he  had  entertained  fome  hopes  that  the  Miniller 
would  have  abandoned  it,  and  thought  of  fome  means  of  a 
better  kind;  but  forry  he  was  to. find  that  it  was  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman's  intention  obftinately  to  perfift  in  % 
oieafiire  fo  impolitic  and  unjuft,  which  bore  entirely  on  the 
middling  ranks  of  the  people,  inafmuch  as  the  lower  and  the 
higher  wcjre  entirely  exempted  from  it.  [3/r.  WtgUy  was 
interrupted  by  a  buHi  ff  affla^Je  and  clapping  of  hands  jn  the 
biiy,  with  a  cry  o/**  Clear  the  lobby ^^  occajioned^  by  Mp»  Fox's 
fifffing  through  to  the  houfe,']  Mr.  Wigley^  then  proceeded 
and  faidy  that  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feemed  to 
be  puihing  forward  blindly  in  the  dark,  and  not  to  be  aware 
«f  ihe  true  circumdances  of  the  people,  and  their  means  of 
making  the  ta^  eiFe6tual  by  paying  it,  he  earneftly  exhorted 
the  Houfe,  before  they  fo  far  pledged  themfelves  to  the  prin? 
ciple  ot  the  bill  by  agreeing  to  its  being  read  a  fecond  time, 
to  call  the  colleSors  of  the  revenue  before  the  Houfe,  in  or- 
der to  their  being  examined  at  the  bar.  Their  report,  he 
was  fure,  would  induce  the  right  h<»nourable  Gentleman  t^ 
paufe,  and  to  abandon  the  fcheme  altogether. 

Mr.  Henry  Thornton  faid,  that  he  had  received  the  parti- 
cular and  unanimous  inftruilions  of  his  conftituents  to  oppofe 
the  bill ;  at  a  meeting  which  was  held  by  them  for  that  pun- 
pofe,  not  only  the  particular  provifions,  exemptions,  asul 

modifications 
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modifications  of  the  bill,  but  the  principle  alb  were  unami^ 
moufly  condemned.  Were  be  to  ipeakiherely  his  own  fendr 
cnentSy  he  fiiould  wifli  the  bill  to  go  to  a  Committeei  in  oider 
to  fee  how  far  it  might  be  new-modelled,  and  rendered  motn 
palatable  to  all  claifes  of  people  ;  but  in  their  inftrudians, 
his  conftituents  had  been  lo  earned  and  unanimous,  that  he 
muft  give  the  motion  a  decided  negative.  He  however  wilh- 
ed  that  a  longer  time  was  given  for  confldering  it ;  it  would 
become  the  Uhancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  aUow  that  delay, 
and  equally  become  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  to  con- 
fult  their  conflituents,  and  fee  how  the  various  provifions  o£ 
the  bill  would  be  found  to  affed  and  bear  upon  the  different 
clafles  which  fell  under  them.  It  would,  at  the  fame,  be 
neceflary  for  him  to-  inform  the  Moufe,  that  the  greater 
part  of  his  conftituents,  and  all  he  converfed  with,  and  he  ' 
would  alfo  fay  the  fame  for  himfelf,  were  difpofed  to  paj 
the  moft  liberal  contribution,  if  it  were  only  laid  equally  in 
proportion  to  the  power  of  bearing  it ;  but  he  much  feared 
the  prefent  bill  would  -not  anfwer  that  defcription.  He  had 
heaitiy  and  he  believed  it  was  generally  underftood,  that  Ac 
men  of  property  through  the  country  were  warm  and  zea- 
lous to  come  forward  tvith  liberal  contributions  to  fuppoit 
the  war,  if  m^fures  were  taken  to  diff^fe  the  tax 
fo  equally  as  that  none  ihould  be  left  out.  From  the 
obfervations  he  had  been  2(ble  to  make,  he  could  not 
belp  thinking  that  the  bill  was  in  feme  refpefl  mifnnderftoad 
by  the  people,  for  while  he  and  his  right  honourable  friend 
confidered  the  bill,  taking  the  aflejQTed  taxes  only  as  the  means 
of  judging  Inhere  the  new  tax  ought  to  be  laid,  they  confidered 
it  as  a  tax  upon  the  articles  which^were  afTefTed,  and  had  there- 
fore come  to  a  refolution  to  difcontinue  their  ufe,  or  at  lead  di- 
minifli  their  confumption.  The  circumftance  of  fo  many 
watchmakers  and  coachmakers  being  put  out  of  employment 
ihould  fugged  to  the  miniftcr  the  neceffity  of  confidering  how 
far  the  tax  might  induce  the  people  to  abandon  the  ufe  ofthofe 
articles.  It  was  true  the  tax  might,  notwithdanding  the  gene-  ' 
ral  diminution  of  confumption,  be  made  produdive  to  the  edi- 
xnated  amount  for  one  year,  hut  the  next  year  it  would  be  im- 
pofliMe  to  counterafk  their  effefis,  for  they  would  then  be  en- 
titled to  exemption,  fo  that  in  that  way  the  tax  would,  he 
feared,  be  foUdd  not  to  conduce  to  theena  in  view,  for  the  ex- 
emptions'would  be  fo  nnmerous  that  a  kr  greater  part  of  the 
tax  would  be  done  away.  Thofe  were  his  fentiments  upon 
the  meafore  as  it  now  dood,  and  as  he  thought  there  exided 
Jefs  exceptionable  means  of  accomplifliing  the  end  propofed,  he 

earneftly 
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cameftlf'wifhed  the  bill  migb^  be  pcftjponed  tofcarch  for  Atbk 
neaos,  and  take  them  inl^con&deyatibii.  JQn  the  great  Am- 
damental  principle  of  the  bill  he  completely  Coincided  with  the 
Cbanceller  of  the  Exchequeri  for  he  felt,  and  was  conTinoed 
of  the  great  advantage,  of  raifing  a  large  fuoi  within  the  yeari 
and  was.fo  firmly  and  alternately  decic&d  on  that  point,  that  if' 
he  thought  there  was  no  other  methodof  accompliftrng  it  baft 
that  now  under  confideration^  he  would  adopt  it  without -fisiv 
ther  hesitation.  He  coacladed  with  faying,  ^that  if  Aebtii 
ihooldgotoa  Committee  be  would  contribute  his  Dtmoftcik* 
deavours  to  its  modificatioos  and  impfQvemeut. 

Mr.  Tirke  faid,  that  as  he  concevved  this  to  be  by  far  the  raoft 
important  meafure  he  had  ever  been  witnefs  to  in  Pairliament* 
he  ihould  think  he  had  deferted  his  duty  if  he  declined  to  ofier 
the  Houfe  his  fentiments  upon  it«  From  the  6x&  moment  thai: 
he^ad  been  able  to  refleft  on  any  political  futged  he  had  adopted 
the  opinion  laid  down  in  an  cAd  book,  that  it  was  bis  duty  .and 
the  duty  of  every  man,  to  do  everything  that  could  tend  to 
**  abate  ,the  pride,  to  afiuage  the  malice,  and  to  confound  the  de« 
vices  of  our  enemies.*'  In  the  true  ^rit  of  ihis  old  princ^le, 
he  faid,  he  had  fapported  Minifters,  being  convinced  in  his  coa^ 
icience,  from  the  ontfet  of  the  con&cfl,  that  the  warVas  juft, 
neceflary  and  unavoidable,  and  that  we  had  nothing  left  for  us 
to  do  widi  an  enemy  that  fought  our  uuer  deftru£ti6n,  but  to 
grapple  and  fight  it  out  manfully.  He  faid  he  felt  as  much  as 
any  man,  in  or  but  of  that  houfe,  the  burdiens  of  the  people, 
and  as  nRich  as  any  man  did  he  wifli  to  leilen  them.  But  she 
prefent  was  a  conteft  in  which  a  lefler  evil  muft  be  endured  iri 
order  to  avoid  a  greater,  and  in  which  every  man  who  had  any 

! property  was  called  upon  to  contribute  a  ibare  of  it  to  the  dcs  - 
ience  of  the  country.  For  his  own.  part  he  was  willing  to  paj 
the  laft  fhilling  he  was  worth,  and  (bed  the  laft  diopofois 
blood  to  defend  the  country  agalnfl  the  defigns  of  France.  At 
this  ftage  of  the  bufinefs  he  conceived  the  Houfe  had  only  (9 
coniider  die  quefiion.  of  principle,  and  could  not  regularly  enter 
into  a  difcufBon  of  the  particular  provifions  and  various  modia^ 
fications,  which,  when  they  came  into  a  Committee,  might 
et  render  the  bill  palatable  and  effedual.  In  his  opinion  ue 
ill  muft  pafsin  feme  (hape  or  other,  if  they  hoped  for  national 
fecurity  ;  for  if  the  ftate  of  die  funds  made,  it  ueceflary  to  raife 
a  large  proportion  of  the  fopplies  with'm  the  yean,  every  poflible 
effort  fhould  be  made  to  raife  it  it  was,  however,  laid  it 
would  be  extremely  burthenfome;  this  he  would  not  deny,  but 
in  return  would  put  it  to  the  houfe,  whether  it  were  better  ta 
endure  that  burtbeit for  thc^ defence  ol  their  property,or  waittiOL 

the 
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the  FxcQch  came  to  take  it  by  fotct  oat  of  their  podceti/ahd 
annihilate  their  commerce,  the  foal  fouree  of  their  profperity. 
He  was  extrefnely  happy  to  fee  the  honoarable  Oendemen  op« 
pdfite  in  their  places,  who  had  been  for  fome  time  abfent ;  and 
more  p;irticttlarly  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.*  Fox) 
whofe  talents  he  had  every  reafon  to  admire  ;  to  him  and  his 
friends  he  looked  up  for  an  opinion  ;  and  if  they  objected  to  the 
prefent  btll,  he  truCled  that  they  would  point  out  other  means 
that  woold  be  lefe  objcAionable,  and  more  advantageous  to  the 
country.  They  certainly  had  enjoyed  fufiicient  time  to  ftudy 
the  general  hiftory  of  Europe,  and  they  muft  have  had  many 
opportunities  to  learn  the  fituation  of  the  country  and  the  re 
fources  which  ft  ill  offered  the  moft  fatisfadory  profpeds  ? 
He  therefore  hoped  that  the  refult  of  their  enquiries  <^vould  be 
laid  before  the  Houfe.  The  principal  objeAion  to  increafin^ 
th^  aflfefled  taxes,  feemed  to  he  that  the  plan  required  a  declara- 
tion of  property,  and  did  not  at  the  fame  time  tax  property 
equally ;  yet  what  was  not  a  little  extraordinary,  the  peribns 
who  made  that  objection,  forgot  that  it  was  impoffible  to  tat 
property,  unlefs  fome  difclofure  of  property  took  place*  He 
was,  therefore,  upon  every  poffii)]e  review  that  he  had  been 
able  (9  take  of  the  fubje£k  in  its  various  relation8,'convtnced  that 
the  heft. mode  of  proceeding  would  be  to  agree  to  the  fecond 
reading,  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpofe  of  going  into  a  Committee 
on  it,  and  afcertaining'thk  different  modification^  wnich  the 
nature  of  the  cafe  might  require.  He  concluded  with  repro- 
bating, as  unconftitutional,  the  dodrine  of  members  of  Parlia- 
ment beine  guided  by  the  inftrudtions  oftheir  conftituents. 
'  Mr.  •/.  riichoil  faid,  he  felt  with  increafcd  force  the  obje£kions 
'he  had  from  the  very  beginning  urged  againil  the  meafure  ;  he 
ftiii  retained  the  opinion  tliat  it  was  neither  expedient  nor  juft  ; 
and  he  thought  that  he  need  not  repeat  the  reafons  he  had 
given  for  thiiikipg  fo,  as  they  mud  have  occurred  toevery  one^ 
and  had  on  a  former  occafiori  been  fubmitted  by  him  to  the  con* 
fideration  of  the  Houfe:  ih  fa<St  the  taxation  propofed  flopt 
fiiort  where  it  ought  tb  begin,  that  is  to  fay,  at  wealth  and  opu* 
lencey  leaving  the  greater  part  of  the  weight  upon  the  middle 
clafles,  who  were  leaft  able  to  fupport  it.  He  would  not  fcru* 
ple.to  afTert,  that  it  was  the  moft  unwi(b,  unjufl,  impolitic  and 
cruel  meafure  that  he  had  ever  known  or  heard  of  being  pro- 
pounded in  that  Houfe.  It  would  he  not  only  oppreffive  in  its 
cperatbn,  but  inefFeAual  to  its  propofed  end ;  it  would  not 
only  cru(h  and  grind  the  people,  but  deftroy  the  revenue  by 
lefiening  the  confumptibn  of  taxable  commodities,  and  dimtn« 
idling  the  quantity  of  produdive  labour^  aod  of  the  materials 
Vol..  I.  1797.  Y  y  uled 
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tifed  ill  it.  So  far  from  rdiering  or  aMing  the  fondi,  k 
woqM  flretbem  a  fiital  ^odtid,  bjr  tsking  away  die  foince 
from  wntch  rtie  niterBft  of  fhc  funds  wai  fapplicd,  and  render* 
ing  it  iflOpcWiUeto  pay  the  dividends.  But  tbii  was  not  ail — • 
the  ^lait  i99B  not  only  ntinclxiEiry  and  mexpedientf  but  ab(b^ 
lutely  imprad^icable^-he  was  confident  it  was  impraAtcaUe'. 
Etery  body  was  corrrinced  it  was  impoffibie  to  ratfe  the  money 
in  the  way  propoTed  ;  th^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hin^tt 
knew  it  was  impia6licaHc-*-ycs,  he  would  rcfpeat  it,  the  Chan- 
cetior  of  the  Exchequer  was  in  his  heart  and  confctence  con* 
▼jnced  that  the  money  could  not  be  raifcd  in  that  way :  and  if 
the  Houfe  had  a  doubt  of  it,  or  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
was  wtlKng  to  (land  the  teft  of  an  enquiry  Into  the  truth,  the 
matter  Could  beeafily  afcertained,  by  calling  the  coHedors  of 
the  a0efied  taxes  before  the  Houfe,  and  examining  them  to  th^ 
poitilt  at  the  bar.  The  war  had  been  pronounced  by  an  ho* 
nourabie  Gentleman  to  be  juft  and  neceilary :  fo  was  the  war 
againil  the  Dutch  in  the  time  of  Charles  II. — To  ^tjufiand 
mceffary  war^  the  Britifh  Government  was  infli^Med  by  a 
bribe  from  ihe  French  King ;  yet  the  parliament  at  that  time 
in  its  complaifance  to  the  courts  pronounced  it  to  be  ajVfiani 
Micefjary  vMr.  Such  too  was  the  American  war,  which  after 
having  difgraced  this  country,  abridged  its  empire,  exhaufted  it» 
finances,  and  loaded  it  with  aix)ve  an  hundred  millions  of  debt* 
was  at  laft  brought^  to  a  termination  by  the  manly  exertions 
and  irrefiftible  el^uence  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
(Mr.  Fox)  whom  he  now  with  unfeigned  fatisfadlion  to*  him* 
felf,  and  congratulation  to  the  Houfe,  and  to  the  country  faw- 
once  more  in  his  pl^e.  It  muft  indeed  be  a  fohjeA  of  joy  and 
a  fource  of  hope  to  the  country,  and  fo  far  the  dangerous  and 
extravagant  nieafure  of  the  Minifter  was  of  ufe,  that  it  had  call* 
ed  back  again  to  public  bufinefs  and  reibred  to  the  people  the 
great  advocate  of  their  caufe,  he  who  had  fo  long  been  the  firm 
barrier  agftinfl  the  corruption  of  the  Court,  and  the  improbity 
of  Minifters,  and  the  indefiitigable  and  fuccefsfui  guardian  of 
the  country's  rights.  As  that  right  honourable  Genfieman 
had  been  in  the  hand  of  Heaven  the  inlT^ument  of  terminatmg 
that  impolitic,  cruel,  uiljuft,  and  unneceflfary  war,  lb  it  was  to 
be  h<^d  he  w<>uld  be  the  means  of  bringing  this  more  impoli- 
tic, more  cruel,  more  unjuft,  and  more  unneceflTary  war  to  a 
termination,  of  which  it  was  too  evident  the  right  noitottnibie 
Gentleman  was  difmdined^  He  knew  he  was  averie  to  peace, 
be  knew  thofe  who  mifguided  him  wo-e  determined  to  carry 
on  the  war  for  ever ;  he  was  forry  that  he  was  ftili  under  thr 
fame  baleful  inAuence  that  mifled  his  youdi,  and  perverted  the 

•  fdaci^e^ 
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pr»iKi^4ecived  evf  n  /rom  hi?  birth,  aod  incukaCed  Imt  bis 
education ;  for  until  influ^n^  over  the  right  JionQimhle  Geo'^ 
tlea>9ui»  or  his  influence  over,  the  .country  was  at  aiji  end.  the 
nation  iniebt  in  vain  hope  for  the  hlcffitigs  of  ,peape.  >  The  na** 
tKHif  be  (aid,  were,  in  a  &w  days,  to  offer  um  in  a  folemo 
andfuhUc  form,  thankfglving  to  God  for  theMeffioEhehad 
voiK^bfafed  them  in  the  victory  gained  by  Admiral  Duncan. 
Aflfeat  bleffing,  and  a  mod  important  and  fortunate  occuc- 
fence  for  this  country,  no  doubt  that  viftory  was,  fince  it  dilrv 
tUpA  the  enemy  from  attemf>ting  an  invafion ;  but  they  had 
iiQW  to  <^r  up  their  thanks  to  Providence  for  the  incompaniUy 
greater  ble/&ng«  that  the  people  were  at  laft  ayvaktng  froai 
itn^r  deluiioiiy  .and  becomii>g  fcnf>ble  of  the  danger  and  diffi* 
culty  in  which  a  criminal  abufo  of  the  mifpiaced  oonfidcnce 
tl^y  rqpofed  in  the  Minifl:er  had  involveo  them.  As.  to  the 
pref^nt  meaiure,  added  he,  I  repeat  it,  it  will  be  ii&praAicable  ; 
iC  will  be  fruitlcfs  and  inoperative^ ;  \t  camoi  pafsi  I  fay  it  ca»- 
iMtf^— I  beg  pardpn,  I  forget  where  I  am,  it  ought  not  to  pals; 
and  I  cannot  be  pqrfuaded  that  the  CUanceilor  of  the  Eftchequec 
ierioufly  intends  to  petfift  in  it- 
Lord  Hawkejbury  faid,  that  he  fliould  not  reply  tQ  thci  mul- 
tilade^  extraneous  matter,  nor  to  the  declamatory  topics  gone 
through  by  the  laft  fpeaker ;  certainly  chey  were  no  way  con^- 
oeded  with  the  prefent  queftion.  Whether  tbcN/ar  was  jud 
shnd  neceflary  was  not  now  the  fubje<5l  of  .enquiry;  tbatquef- 
tiou  lud  heretofore  been  frequently  difcuiTed,  and  the  Hoofe 
bad  this  feifion  come  to  an  unaoiiiious  decifion  upon  the  late 
negotiation.  If  there  were  any  who  entertained  a  difierenc 
opinipn,  then  was  the  time  when  they  (hould  have  cotne  for* 
wards  and  ftated  that  opinion.  But  he  had  unqueftionaUy  a 
fight  to  fay,  that  the  Houfe  came  to  an  unaoimous  opinion 
until  that  vote  hereafter  Ihould  be  reagitated ;  he  (hould  there- 
fpre  alTume  it  as  a  right,  that  the  Houfe  voted  unanimoufly 
upon  that  queftion.  He  would  not  attempt  to.fpllow  the  I10*- 
nourable  Grentleinan  through  the  devious  track  purfued  by 
ham  in  his  fpee<;h,  bu^  advert  to  a -few  points.  /He  had  al- 
luded to  an  honourable  Gentleman  whom  be  chaca^rifed  as 
having  finifhed  the  American  war ;  this  was  indeed  new,  quite 
oew  to  the  Houfe,  for  it  was  a  fa£t  evident,  public,  and  npto^ 
TJou^,  not  only  that  that  Gentjkman  did  not  finiih  the  Ameri? 
can  war,  but  alfo  condemned  very  highly  the  peace  when  con^ 
eluded.  But  lefiving  that,  tie  would  diredly  come  «3o  the  quef- 
tion  befoie  the  Houle»  •and  at  once  go  into  the  confide^ation  ^ 
the  general  principle  of  the  Bill ;  for  the  details,  4$  ao  honour* 
able  Gentleman  had  rightly  obferv^,  would  be  rpnoperly  dif*. 

Y  y  2  cuffed 
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cdffid  in  the  Commfftee.  He  wtfs  aware  that  many  attempts 
had  been  made  Co  abufe  the  people  iivith  refpcA  to  the  nature 
and  oonfemciices  of  the  meafure,  and  he  believed  that  many 
friends  of  GoTernment  bad  deceived  themfelve;  with  imaginary 
cvilS)  and  apprehended  improbable  and  unfounded  confeqoonces 
would  refalt  irom  tlie  meafure.  When  he  confiderdl  what 
the  nature  of  this  Bill  was,  when  he  looked  on  its  defcrip* 
tion  and  faw  that,  in  the.  whole  range  of  its  operation,  it  afl^«> 
cd  lefs  than  800,000  perfons,'  an  inconfiderable  part  of  the  po- 
piilaioQof  die  country,  and  that  out  of  8qo,ooo  even  400,000 
were  but  lightly  afie£ted»as  not  paying  above  iK  to  the  prefent 
aflefled  taxes,  he  would  afk  the  Houfe,  if  a  loan  was  raifed  by 
the  ordinary  mode,  and  proirifions  inade  for  the  payment  of  the 
intcreft  by  duties  on  articles  of  confumption,  as  tea,  fuear,  to- 
ba^oo,  &c.  whether  in  that  cate  the  burden  would  not  be  heavier 
than  it  would  in  the  prefcnt,  and  with  this  material  difference^ 

'  that  the  one  is  only  a  temporarv  weight,  and  the  other  would 
remain  a  permanent  burden  r  The  duties  would  fill  three  times 
higher  upon  the  lower  clafles  tlian  they  would  by  this  bitt. 

With  TtfptSt  to  the  higher  clafles,  it  was  a  queftion  whe- 
ther they  did  npt  begin  too  low ;  but  with  refpe^  to  the  gieat 
body  of  tlie  people,  it  would  not  prefs  heavier  upon  them  than 
it  would  in  the  cafe  of  providing  intereft  for  a  loan,  in  the  or- 
dinary manner.  But  it  had  alio  been  faid  that  the  lo^er  or» 
dcrs,  though  not  taxed,  would  fufier  indire£ily  through  the 

^  deftru<5iion  of  commercei  Perfons  in  cdnftdering  this  part  of 
the  queftion  often  confound  two  things  totally  di(lin£l  in  thcm- 
felves,  particularly  trades  and  general  commerce.  •  It  may  be 
very  true  that  under  any  particular  operation  of  finance  a  par-^ 
ticular  branch  of  trade  may  fuiFer  diminution  or  decay,  and,  \t\ 
fach  a  cafe,  where  relief  can  be  afforded,  moft  CinqucflionaWy 
it  ought  to  be  afforded.  It  was  impoffible  to  devife  any  fyftem 
which  might  not  bear  harder  upon  anyone  particular  branch 
than  another ;  but  if  the  general  commerce  remained  untouch** 
ed,  he  was  furprifed  how  any  men  could  rtafen  fo  ne^Kgently, 
efpecialfy  where  conneAed  with  another  argument  whidi 
they  ufed,  that  commercial  capital  was  not  to  be  afcertained. 
The  queftion  therefore  refolyed  itfclf  fimply  into  this,  whedier, 
if  conmiercial  capital  was  untouched,  general  commerce  was 
crippled  or  diminifhed,  whatever  might  ^  the  cSkSt  upon  1^ 
particular  trade  ?  ^  • '  .  * 

There  were  fome  other  obfcrvations  which  would  -apply. 

He  knew  there  had  a  diftinSion  been  taken  between  produi^ve 

and  unprodu&Lve  labour ;  and  it  was  a  queftion  whether  .the 

operation,  of  this  tax  might  not  benefit  the  public  by  timing 

•""*'"'  '"'-'..    *         *  ^    •   unprq* 
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unproduAiye  into  produSivte  labour  ?  This  brought  him  to  if 
Gooficieration  of  the  principles  of  all  taxation.  Taxes  muft 
bear  upon  either  neccflaries  or  luxuries,  or  upon  articles  par- 
taking the  nature  of  both.  The  orders  of  men  were,  the  poor 
confumhig  the  neceffaries,  the  rich  confuming  alfothe  luvuriesy 
and  the  middle  ranks,  or  poorer  gentry,  who  ufed  the  articles  of 
the  middle  clafs.  It  was  the  policy  of  taxation  to  impofe  no 
burden»or  but  a  fmallone,  upon  the  poor  ;  and  from  the  articles 
of  luxury  alone  confumed  by  the  rich  there  could  not  be  fuf- 
ficient  collected  for  the  purpofes  of  revenue ;  it  muft  therefxe 
fall  upon  the  miildlc  ciafies  of  life,  the  poorer  gentry  muft  feel 
it ;  the  objection  c&nfequently  did  not  apply  to  thh  Bill  exdu-, 
clufively,  but  to  every  fyftem  of  taxation. 

Other  topics  had  been  introduced  in  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
cuffioaof  this  meafure,  particularly  the  funded  fyftem.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  the  ^nded  fyflem  was  a  great  infttament 
of  the,  wealth  and  power  of  this  country.  It  was  a  difcovery 
attended  with  the  moft  beneficialconfequences,  and  producing 
the  happieft  cfFe^^s.  Whatever  inconveniences  h.ad  arifen 
from  it  would  have  been  totally  defeated,  had  the-  fame  wife 
meafure  been  puifued  in  the  days  of  our  anccftors,  which  had 
b^n  introduced  by  his  Iionourable  Friend,  that  of  appropriating 
a  fmall  finking  fund  for  liquidating  the  debt  in  a  certain  fpace. 
But  to  preferve  the  benefits  of  that  fyftem  it  muft  be  confined 
within  certain  bounds ;  and  this  he  underftood  to  be  the  plan 
of  his  honourable  Friend.  He  did  not  conceive  that  he  in- 
tended to  abandon  that  fyftem,  but  merely  to  hold  it  as  a  re- 
fourcp  which  he^might  avail  himfelf  of,  and  which  others  ia 
future  might  avail  themfelves  of,  to  fupport  the  honour,  the 
glory,  or  the  interefts  of  the  country.  He  wiflied  to  impreft 
the  Houfe,  that  nothing  could  give  a  deeper  wound  to  the 
profperity  of  the  country,  or  more  cfledually  deftroy  private 
and  iodividual  comfort,  than  any  difafter  to  the  funded  fyftem. 
The  queftion  therefore  was,  whether  we  would  fubmit  to  tem- 
porary inconveniences  to  keep  up  that  which  had  hitherto  fup- 
portcd  the  power  and  wealth  of  the  country  ?  He  was  fatisfied, 
upon  all  the  reflexion  and  confideration  which  he  had  given  it, 
that  the  heft  mode  was,  by  raifing  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
fupply  within  the  Vear  itfelf  ;  that  was  the  beft  for  the  public, 
and  muftvof  courlc,  be  eventually  beft  for  the  individual.  It 
would  not  prefs  too  heavy  upon  the  great  mafs  ;  and  if  there 
were  particular  cafes  in  which  it  did  fo,  it  did  rK>t  follow  that 
^ere  was  no  remedy.  Irt  any  cafe,  by  the  propofed  modifica- 
;ion$,  it  could  not  exceed  one-tenth.  There  was  another  ar- 
gument throwA  QUtj  that  it  applied  againft  die  principles  of 

taxation 
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nmtion  mere  than  jgfilnft  this  ttiettfiire*  k  was  faUT,  diiat  thii 
tiKt  wfaen  paid  ufiofn  canCumption,  was  concealed  from  lihe 
cenfumer ;  but  wben  it  was  a  iarge  fuin,  furely  he  had  better 
know  its  a«ioiint,  that  he  might  make  the  necefiary  arrangi^* 
oients  10  pvcwide  for  k.  From  thefe  obfervations  he  had  been 
■fidncediooihink  there  was  iiothing  objectionable  in  the  prin^ 
ci^Ie^  and  theFefore  he  ftioold  Aipport  the  Biirs  goiog  into  a 
CMtM»iiaee. 

Aidetman  Lujh'mgton  faid,  tiiat  he  meant. to  oppofe  the  fe-» 
€ond  reading  of  the  Bill,  if  the  right  hoftour:«ble  Oentleman 
would  not  promife  to  modify  it  anew^,  not  ^  account  of  the 
|Mrineiple«  but  becaufe  he  was  perfuaded  that,  when  the  blanks 
fiiould  be  filled  up,  it  would  operate  wjrti  great  (everity  and 
opi^refton  againft  the  lower  cbffes  of  pec^e.  He  avowed  that 
be  fell  the  neceffityof  fupporting  ihe  profecution  of  the  war 
wtlka  Jiberal  fupply  but  at  the  fame  time  he  felt  it  to  be  fait 
duty»  wheti  he  faw  a  meaftire  of  dangerous  and  injurious  ten** 
d^fKiy  brought  forward,  as  he  conceived  to  be  the  cafe  of  thfc. 
pr«(bnt^>to  reftft  it  with  his  negative,  and  to  give  his  reafons  for 
ib  doing.  He  declaied  that  he  was  free  from  all  partialities  in 
yyMic  ai&in,  and  free  from  any, part  of  that  fuppofed  deluCkm 
which  had  been  hinted  by  an  honourable  Geiitleman  on  the 
oppofite  fide  (Mr.  Nicholb)  ;  and  he  lioped  that  v^hat  he  had 
IP  fay  would  not  be  dtftorted  or  wreAed  fiom  its  true  meaning 
or  a  meaning  attributed  to  him  different  from  the  fentimeiits 
be  ihould  deliver.  Throughout  the  war  he  had  concuned  with 
JMiikiAers ;  fince  he  had  had  e  feat  in  the  Houfe  he  had  fup- 
foriedthcm;  and  before  he  had  attained  th^t  honour  he  had 
wirii  the  utmoil  zeal  endeavoured  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds 
of  the  people  a  full  fertle  of  die  neccfliry  to  rcprcfs  the  attempts 
of  the  Frenth  Revolutionifts  to  infufe  their  dangerous  princi- 
ples JRlo  the  boibmsofEugUihrnen,  .^nA  to  meet  every  attack 
or  fiippiDaeh  of  that  people*  whofe  intention  it  was  to  (trike  at 
the  vervToot  of  the  fxiftence  of  this  couiitry.  The  prefcnt 
Bill  was  intended  to  mikc  provifions  for  this  purpofe,  and,  in 
hisoptiiion,  very  properly,  by  railing  alar^e-lum  in  the  courfe 
of  tJK  year  to  lighten  the  weight  of  the  funds  and  keep  tliem 
more. cleoi- for  emergencies.  On  the  other  hand,  an  honour- 
able ,  Gentleman  (Mr.  Nicholls)  had  infiAed  that  recouf  fe 
ftould  be  had  to  the  funded  fy  Aem,  but  at  the  fame  tiii>c  very  iiv 
confiOeiitly  fpoke  as  if  ketleiired  to  let  down  the  reputation  of 
tbe  funds.  \h  political  caecononiy  luxury  was  in  oixiinary  caie« 
the  trueobje<^  of  taxation,  but  in  extraordinary  circumuanccs 
it  might  .be  «ieceAary:to  have  recourfe  to  extraordinary  expe- 
dients;   If  in  the  Oniftitutioa  of  the  State  a  novel  crifis  oc« 

cuircd,* 
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cnrred,  and  that  criik  apptared  «o  be  claKerous,  was  it  mC 
jniident  tio  me^t  it  with  noveky  of  CyAem  i  Tb  this  way  hecoiH 
ceived  the  principle  of  the  prHettt  meafurewas  juftified ;  b«tt 
at  the'  fame  time  great  caution  and  dtfcretfon  were  required  in 
canning  the  ptrinctple  into  practice,  and  accDmniodating  it  to 
the  infinite  variety  of  cirtumftancea  it  might  in  its  coorfeicw 
Yoive.  The  pecoiiar  policy  of  the  prefent  cinte,  in  his  opini<mt 
foggeiled  that  the  ftafF  of  the  coantry  was  in  the  cla6  called 
the  lower;  they  were happv  in  the  proteAion  they  found,  and 
blefied  that  Coiiftitution  w^ich  at  once  fupplied  them  witk^ 
and  fecured  to  them  the  comforts  they  enjoyed :  but  if  thofe  little 
ei^mentt  were  taken  away «' and  their  comfortt  were  con^ 
tra6kd  and  limited,  thc;y  would  ceafe  toblefs,  and  though  hci 
was  convinced  of  the  general  bonefty,  fidelity,  and  fineerity  of 
the  hearts  and  difpofition  of  Engiiihmen,  he  (bouM  be  unwiU* 
ing  to  provoke  human  nature  by  too  fevere  a  trial.  He  there-*  ^ 
ibre  hoped,  that  if  the  Bill  went  to  a  Committee,  the  right 
hoiKjarabk  Gentleman  would  introduce  fuch  modificatkms  at 
would  Ihew  the  Peof^  that  the  hurtheii  of  the  tax  would  dll' 
in  proportion  to.the  prc^rty  of  the  perfon  taxed ;  becaofe^  if 
ever  there  was  a  war  in  which  it  was  peculiarly  incumbent  <Mt 
property  to  come  forward,  it  was  the  prefent ;  indeed  he  was 
happy  to  have  good  reafon  to  believe  that  this  wouM  be  the 
cafe^  and  that  univerfallv  the  men  of  large  property  were  dit* 
pofed  to  come  £>rvvard  liberally.  Thof($  were  certainly  wrongs 
who  held  tliat  it  was  not  pecuniary  income  but  expenditure 
that  fliould  be  taken  as  the  criterion  of  tlie  tax  ;  for  if  a  tenths 
that  is  to  fayi  iol.  a  year  were  taken  from  200I.  it  robbed  the- 
perfon  of  all  the  comforts,  but  if  a  tentii,  i.  t.  500U  a  year, 
were  taken  from  5000!.  it  would  only  deprive  the  perfon  of  a 
fuperflyitV)  perhaps  of  two  horfes  and  two  fervants.  As  to  the. 
general  reVources  and  radical  ftrength  of  the  country,  Hiey  were 
in  a  ftaie  that  would  bid  defiance  tp  any  thing  but  the  mod 
gro^  Mid  ftupid  mifmanagement.  In  point  of  wealth  and  ra^ 
taiic  fpecie  we  are  above  all  nations,  and  oor  commerdal  bal«» 
laoce  ivas  more  than  would  repay  all  the  expetices  of  the  war, 
for  at  this  very  mouaent  we  were  enriching  ourfelves  by  all 
tbe.oatioiis  in  the  world.  He  confrflSsd  that  he  was  rn- 
ilnidcd  to  rcfid  the  principie  of  the  Bill ;  but  he  for  his  own 
part  |ield  the  principle  to  be  good,  and  flioiild  continue  g€ 
opinion^  that  until  the  ambitien  of  Prance  was  coitGd»*ably 
abated  we  muft  do  every  ihing  to  check  her,  or  elfe  lali  a  f»- 
dHfice  se  her  oaonftrous  defigns.  * 

Mr.  Sheridan  (aid,  in  fubftance  as  fdbws :  Sir,  when  any^ 
ftranger>  or  ptifoix  whp  ha&  been  a  long  tone  abient>  fifft  etn- 

ters 


$$t  WOODPAL'S  PARLCAMENTARr  &EK)RT&     [CowMONf, 

lers  a  houfe  of  anv  eftabliflinienty  it  is  the  ordtnary  caftom  for 
the  mafter  of  the  houTe  to  do  the  ceremonies  of  the  place»  and 
welcome  him  on  his  airival  with  fome  eicpreflion  of  pleafdre  or 
politenefsy  as  a  mark  of  hofpitality.  In  this  Houfe,  I  know» 
Sir,  there  can  be  no  mafter— j^t  if  there  were  any,  1  am  fare 
it  IS  not  die  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr,  Yorke>  who.  has  (b 
taken  upon  himfelfy  with  fuch  officious  kindnefs,  to*  ad  that 
party  and  hail,' with  compliments  fo  truly  worthy  of  htmfelf, 
the  arrival  of  my  right  honourable  Friend  and  myfelf.  Ican^ 
not  help  thanking  the  honourable  Gentlentan  for  his  politeneb, 
tbdiigh  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  |ny  miitude  would  be  of  a 
warmer  kind,  if  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  not,  under 
form  of  prediiSing,  taken  upon  him  to  ^fcribe  what  ought  to 
be  our  oondud  now  that  we  have  coniie.  Whether  we  were 
or  were  not  right  in  abfenting  ourfelves,  is  a  queftion,  which, 
"te  was  well  remarked,  in  one  of  the  daily  pape)^,  cannot  vety 
properly  cone  before  the  Houfe,  but  is  to  reft  with  our  con- 
(ciences  and  feclipn,  and  to  be  canvaiTed  only  by  ourfeives  and 
our  conftitucnts.  Howeveri  Sir,  when  we  did  come  down  I^ 
Tuefilay,  with  full  expectation  to  find  a  full  Senate  arrayed, 
anxioufly  hearing  thedifcuffion  of  this  very  important  and  mo* 
mentous  queftion,  with  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  and 
his  faithful  friends  and  colleagues  feated  in  their  places,  I  found, 
oot  Icfs  to  my  furprize  than  difappointment,  that  only  thirty* 
fix  Members  were  then  prefent,  and  tliat  the  Houfe  and  the- 
biifinefs  was  to  be  adjourned  over  to  a  future  day,  for  want  of 
a  fufficient  number  to  conftitute  a  Houfe.  The  lefs,  therefor^* 
that  is  faid  upon  Gentlemens  a^pnting  themfelves,  the  better  i 
I  will  therefore  d^rop  the  forry  {ubje£t,  and  apply-  myfelf  to  fa« 
perior  matter. 

My  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  NichoU)  has  been  rebuked  for 
kitroaucJng  the  queflion,  whetlier  the  war  was  undertaken 
from  neceffily,  and  for  calling  it  helium  internecinum^  while  it 
was  manifeft  from  the  proceedings  of  his  Majefty's  Miniftejs^ 
if  it  were  to  be  judged  of  by  their  conduit  with  refpeft  tt> 
France,  that  it  could  not  be  called  by  a  more  appropriate  name. 
The  noble  Lord  who  has  taken  upon  himfelf  the  tafle  of  re* 
baking  my  honourable  Friend,  has  faid,  that  if  any  one  differ- 
ed from  the  opinion  refpefiing  the  expediency  and  neceflity  of 
war«  which  had  been  fo  unanimoufly  declared  by  the  Houfe; 
or  chofe  to  give  an  opinion  in  oontradiflion  to  the  unanimous 
Refolution  ^the  Houfe,  he  \vou]d  have  dond  it  better  by.in-. 
troducing  it-  in  the  (hape  of  a  new  queftion.  Now,  witiiout 
difputing  the  noble  Ix)rd*5  authority  in  this  paittcu|jir  rule,  1 
iDuft  take  the  liberty  of  denying  the  propriety  of  his  apphcatioo 

of 
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of  it;  foty  according  to  my  notions  of  the  long  eftabnihed  pri- 
vileges of  the  Houfc  of  Common)5  of  England,  it  is  one  of  theit 
leading  rights,  whenever  they  Give  Und  Grants  to  rcvife  .everv 
part  of  the  conduft  of  the  Minifters  to  whom  they  haile  en- 
irufled,  or  are  about  to  entruft,  the  difpofal  and  expenditure  of 
the  piiblic  treafarc.  And,  if  this  privilege"  exifts  in  us,  ftiall 
we.  Sir,  be  barred  of  it  by  the  management  of  his  Ms^efty's 
Minifters,  coming  forward  on  the  firft  day  of  the  Seffion, 
and,  with  a  trick  entrapping  the  Houfe  into  an  addrefs  unani- 
moufly  dcclaran>ry  of  their  approbation  of  thofe  very  Minrfters  ? 
I  "fancy  not ;  for,  if  there  be  a  time  whert,  more  than  at  any 
other,  the  go6d  fcnfe  and  feeling  of  the  people  ought  to  be  ap- 
pealed to,  it  li  when  we  put  our  hands  into  their  pockets. 

I  will  not  now.  Sir,  enter  into  a  difcuflijn  of  the  queftion, 
whether  the  war  was  juft,  wife,  or  neceffary  ;  or  unneceflary; 
impolitic,  and  wicked  ;  for  I  hope  to  fee  the  day,  and  that  not 
a  very  diftant  one,  when  it  will  undergo  full  con(ideration<>^ 
but  in  the  mean  time  I  hope  it  will  not,  on  the  other  fide,  be 
infilled  that  Peace  is  unattainable,  and  that  we  fhall,  on  our 
part,  be  prevented  fit>m  objed^ing  that  the  wir  is  unneceflary. 
An  honourable  Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  has  put  tlie  quef- 
tion,  Whether  we  will  rather  carry  this  meafure  through  the 
Houfe,  and  fubmit  to  its  provjfions,  or  leave  it  to  the  French 
to  tear  the  nnoney  from  our  pockets  ?  If,  indeed.  Sir,  this  were 
the  truth,  and  this  the  only  ahcrnative,  I  do  hope,  and  I  muft 
fincerely  believe,  there  is  not  a  man  in  this  Houfe,  or  in  this 
country,  let  the  Miniftcr  be  who  he  would,  jhat  would  hcfitate 
to  fupport  him  in  the  profecution  of  the  war  with  purfe,  hand, 
and  heart.  If  there  he  any  who  would  refufe,  in  fuch  a  caufe, 
to  expend  the  laft  (hilling  of  his  property,  and  (lied  the  lafl: 
drop  of  his  blood,  he  is  not  to  be  found  among  thofe  who,  froih 
the  beginning,  have  oppofcd  the  war,  as  equally  abfurd  and 
unjufl.  If  rrancc  looks  for  friends  and  abbetters  here,  they 
ina(V  look  among  the  flaves  who  bow  to  power,  and  barter 
their  principles  for  their  private  advantage,  and  not  among  the 
real  friends  of  freedom^ 

But  here,  Sir,  let  me  be  indulged  in  a  few  obfervations 
tefpcding  the  fincerity  of  his  Majefty'?  Minifters  in  their  at- 
tempts at  negotiation.  For  my  pari,  when  I  look  at  the 
heap  of  papers  that  have  been  laid  before  the  Houfe  pn  that  * 
fubjed,  I  can  difcovcr  nothing  ip  them  but  a  trial  of  diplo- 
matic (kill,  a  conteft  of  dexterity,  who  (hould  beft  fucceeJ 
in  avoiding  the  imputation  of  duplicity,  and  moft  fpecioufly 
impo(e  on  the  credulity,  and  fruftrate  the  expedationsof 
Europe.     Indeed  it  Is  my  <  pinion  that  both  parties  vveie 
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equally  indifpofed  to  peace.  But  admitting  thatfuch  was 
the  difpofition  of  the  French  government ;  admitting  that 
the  French  Dire£lory  have  behaved  infuhingly  towards  our 
AfflbalTador ;  admitting  that  the'  whole  of  the  French  nation 
entertain  an  inveterate  hatred  and  rancprous  hoftility  acamft 
usy  apd  that  they  are  afiuated  by  the  fame  hoftile  refouition 
of  aiming  at  our  deArudion;  mud  I  therefore  fubmit  to  the 

.  inference,  that  becaufe  pacific  offers  have  been  made  and  re- 
ycQni,  and  becaufe  Minifters  and  their  plenipotentiary  repre* 
fentative  have  been  difrefpe£lfully  treated  by  the  French  go- 
vernment, Minitters  are  now  to  itand  proudly  ere£t,  and  kn- 
perioiiAy  to  demand  the  general  concurrence  of  all  thofe  who 
firft  had  thought  proper  to  condemn  and  oppofe  their  meafures? 

.  That  I  and  my  friends  have  frequently  urged  the  propriety  of 
making  fpccific  propofitions  to  the  enemy ;  that  we  have  alfo 
pledged ourfelves,  fliould  the  enemy  perfevere  i(i  an  obftiqate 
refubl  to  liften  to  reafonable  and  adequate  conditionsi  that  we 
wt>i:(ld  fupport  even  the prefent  Adminiftration»  lam  ready  to 
confefs ;  but  that  (uppcHt  it  was  our  intention  to  affofd.  Ibem 
only  as  long  as  we  thought  it  poifible  that  fuch  Mirt iflers 
might  yet  obtain,  a  peace.  That  fupport  we  were  diipofed 
>  to  lend  them  while  our  efforts  were  as  yet  feconded  by  pow* 
erful  allies,  and  before  the  French  nation  had-grafpcdai  and 
attained  their  prefent  enontKHis  power;  that  pledge  and 
promife  were  given  while  the  Bank  of  England  .was  yet  in 
credit,  and  while  the  pnblic  faith  remained  inviolate*  But 
fi-om  thefe  pfopofitions  of  peace,  and  from  thefe  pieties  of 
fupport  to  the  prefent  Minifters,  we'deftfted  laft  feffions; 
circumdances  compelled  us  to  adopt  a  contrary  conduft,  in- 
flead  of  pledging  ourfelves  any  longer  to  countenance  the 
meafures  of  Miniders,  an  honourable  friend  of  mine,  a 
worthy  Alderman,  (Mr.  Combej  brought  forward  a  motion 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  humbly  befeeching  him  to  re- 
move his  prefent  Minifters;  and  reprefenting  to  his  Majefty 
that  under  their  aufpices  the  attainment  of  peace  was  impof- 
fible,  for  that  inflead  of  accelerating  the  return^  they  on  the 
"  contrary  flood  direSiy  in  the  way  of  peace  ;  or  as  tlie  worthy 
Alderman  then  very  happily  expreflfcd  it,  that  the  bleflings 
of  peace  and  the  bleflings  of  the  prefent  Miniftry  were  wholly 
incompatible  ;  yet  after  this  direft  avowal  of  our  total  dif- 
truft  of  their  condud,  they  liow  come  forwatd  and  tell  us 
that  we  muft  ftiH  give  them  our  fupport ;  that  Paf4iament  is 
Hill  to  countenance  and  defend  the  meafures  of  the  right  ho* 
nourable  Gentleman,  when  in  reality  the  only  countenance 

\he  looks  for^  is,  that  we  defend  his  exigence  in  admkiiftra- 
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'  tion ;  te  who  has  broke  the  Bank  and  ^ruined  the  public 
credit,  ibough  h  was  his  proud  boaft  that  his  exigence  in 
power,  and  that  of  the  profpcrity  of  our  finances,  were  in- 
volved in  one  and  the  fame  fate. 

Nor  am  I  backwarrd,  Sir,  alfo  to  declare,  that  ^is  not 
to  curb  the  ambition  of  the  enemy,  or  to  fruftrate  the  views 
^of  French  aggrandifemcnt,  that  the  war  is  now  continued. 
The  war,  Sir,  is  continued  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  keeping 
nine  worthlefs  Minifters  in  their  places.    When  I  profefs 
this  to  be  my  opinion,  I  by  no  means  intend  any  thing  per* 
fonaliy  difrefpeftful  to  them  ;  their  pobUc  conduct  is  all  that 
I  inipeach,  and  the  calamities  that  redound  from  it  to  the 
country.     Indeed  I   feel  and  know  it,  that  as  long  as  they 
remain  in  their  prefeni  fentiments,  there  is  Ho  polSbitity  of 
their  obtaining  peace  ;  and  ihofe  of  thenl  who poflefs  a  foond 
ahd  finceteunderftanding,  muft  be  as  fenfible  of  this  their  ina- 
bility  as  I  am.  Why  then  will  they  perfevere  in  a  mercenary 
pYeferencc  of  their  own  interefts  to  thofe  of  their  country, 
convinced  as  they  muft  be  that  the  principles  they  have  afted 
oh  and  which  they  ftill  avow,  muft  effecSually  prevent  them 
from  negotiating  with  fnccefs  ?    And  how  is  it  poflible  they  ^ 
ihould  ever  treat  with  fnccefs,  while  they  continue  folemnly 
to  hold  outto  the  country  that  the  enjoyment  of  all  that  is 
dear  to  it,  and  that  the  cxiftence  of  the  Britifli  conftitution, 
are  inconliftent  with  the  cxiftence  of  the  French  Republic? 
That  with  the  principles  6n  which  that  Republic  is  founded, 
none  of  the  old-eftablifhed  forms  and*  inftitutions  of  Europe,. 
in  a  word»  the  order  of  the  civilized  world,  cannot  be  recon- 
ciled  ?    That  with  a  power  fo  principled  and  difpofed,  they 
will  accede  to  no  terms,  unjefs  they  be  driven  to  it  by  the  laft 
extremity  ?  From  this  un  wife  and  inadvcrtentdeclaration,  what 
will  be  the  conclufion  which  the  French  government  muft 
naturally  draw  ?    Why,  that  when  we  attempt  a  negotiation, 
we  do  fo  only  becaufe  we  are  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity, 
as  we  were  prepared  to  make  every  facrifice  fooner  than  at- 
tempt it.   On  the  efFefls  of  fuch  a  conclufion  I  muft  beg  the 
Houfe  ferioufly  to  reflcft.    But  what  was  the  obftacle,  the 
'^ne  qua  mtij  which  impeded  the  progrefs,  and  finally  broke 
'^  off  the  firft  negociation  ?  The  obftacle  pubiicly  held  out  was 
the  ppfteflton  of  Belgium  by  the  French.     As  long  as  France 
continued  in  poflelTion  of  that  country,  it  was  impoffible  to 
think  of  peace  ;  not,  however,  that  we  deemed  it  necefTary 
for  the  Ertiperor,  but  rather  for  ourfclves.'  We  next  gave  in 
a  projed  of  bur  own  ;  and  we  ftill  continued  to  contend  that 
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the  war  originated  in  aggreflion  on  the  part  of  the  French, 
But  here  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay  that  the  drift  of  our  own  ar- 
gumentSy  and  the  principles  iipon  which  we  have  proceeded, 
would  0ovt  the  aggrefTion  to  he  on  our  fide.  For  after  the 
repeated  avowal  of  the  high-minded  principles  upon  which . 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  entered  into  the  war,  atid 
upon  which  his  new  allies  are  difpofed  to  continue  it,  would 
they  now  fay  that  they  never  would  have  intermeddled  la 
the  aiFairs  of  France,  unlefs  France  had  dire^ily  attacked 
us  ?  If  fo,  then  what  becomes  of  the  proud  caufe  in  which 
we  thou^t  ourfelves  to  be  engaged,  the  caufe  of  religion,  of 
humanity,  of  morality  j  ,the  defence  of  civil  rights  and  of  re-p 
gular  governments  ?  The  principles  of  the  French  Republic 
are  dill  faid  to  be  inimical  to  this  caufe,  and  againft  fuch 
principles  we  muft  all  concur  in  continuing  the  war,  Then 
l£ngland  mu(l  appear  to  be  the  aggreflbr,  whether  we  perfe- 
vere  in  the  contelt  from  the  magnanimity  of  thefe  prinpplesji 
or  from  fome  other  lefs  glorious  motive. 

Whert  then  may  we  now  expe£l  to  treat  ?  If  rtligioiii 
morality,  civilized  government,  &c.  &c^  invaluable  objcfls, 
no  doubty  are  to  be  no  longer  contended  for ;  if  religion  was 
tp  be  counterbalanced  by  a  barren  baiting-place,  moraHty  to 
fmd  an  equivalent  in  a  fpice  ifland,  and  a  rocHy  and  fandy 
fpot  was  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  fufGcient  compenfation  for 
the  interefts  pf  civil  fociety  ?  Are 'we  to  pcrfift  in  the  war 
for  the  poiTenion  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  tlie  iQands  of 
Ccvlon  and  Trincomale ;  and  are  thefe  the  fair  prizes  to 
which  we  afpire,  and  to  which  the  boafted  defence  of  religion 
morality,  &c.  muft  be  facrificed  ?  Muft  we  then  for  alt  our 
indemnities  fall  foul  on  our  allies,  and  the  copceflions  we 
cpntend  for,  be  torii  from  the  Dutch  ?  If  we  perfift  in  thefe 
^cmaiids,  and  the  French  continue  to  rejeft  them,  what  then 
will  remain  to  be  done  ?  Muft  we  agaif)  rear  the  ftai^dard  of 
morality  and  religion  ?  Is  it  then  we  are  told  th^t  we  muft 
fight  manfully  ?  Would  it  not  be  better  that  thofe  who 
would  have  us  fight  manfUlly,  (hould  manfully  give  up  their 
places  ?  But  it  was  his  (Mr.  Sheridan's)  opinion,  that  there 
were  no  nine  men  in  the  whoje  country,  fave  and  except  his 
Majcfty'$  prefent  Minifters,  that  could  not  make  peace  with 
prance.  Nor  was  there,  did  he  believe,  any  one  m;in  whom 
his  Majefty  might  at  any  time  meet  in  his  joyrney  froin 
Windfor  to  London,  that  would  not  be  aMe  to  make  peace 
•with  the  French  Republic,  which  the  prefent  Minifters, 
Y^iih  aU  their  experience,  cpuld  not  accomplifli,     tje  (houWl 
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not  hase  mcniioned  the  fubjeft  of  negociation  fo  particularly 
but  that  he  conceived  he  poflefled  a  right,  in  conjundion 
with  his  honourable  friend,  and  thofe  few  uncorrupt  men 
who  fupported  them,  to  fay  in  exprefa  terms  that  they  djd  not 
accede  to  the  boafted  unanimity  of  the  Houfe,  with  refpeft 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  negociation.     And  by  what  means 
do  Miniftcrs  endeavour  to^  reconcile  us  to  this  hopelefs  con- 
teft  ?     By  craftily  fetting  up  our  pride  againft  our  intereft. 
By  afking  u$,  are  we  not  ready  to  fpendour  lad  ihiiling,  and 
the  lad  drop  of  our  blood,  fooner  than  permit  the  enemy  to 
didate  to  us  the  choice  of  our  Minifters?     This   betrays 
only  mean  and  little  craft,  and  no  foundncfs  of  judgment. 
Have   not  Minifters  themfelves  endeavoured  to  dictate  to 
France  the  mode  of  government  it  (hould  adopt  ?  ;  Have  they 
even  contented  themfelves  with  prefcribing  the  principles  it 
ihouldaAon^     Have  they  not,  moreover,  infifted  on  their 
choice  of  perfons  and  of  forms  ?    That  fqch  was  their  inten- 
tion appears  from  no  lefs  an  authority  than  his  Majefty's 
fpecch,  wherein  Parliament  is  told  that  when  fuch  an  order  - 
of  things  is  eftablifhed  in  France,  as  may  enable  their  govern- 
ipent  to  tpaintain  the  ufual  relations  of  peace  and  amity,  then 
he  would  have  no  objeSion  to  treat  with  them.     Is  not  this 
didatlng  to  France  the  form  of  government  (he  (hoiild  em- 
brace ;  and  has  not  the  DireAory  a  right  to  retort  upon  us, 
and  fay  that  until  wc  adopt  the  form  of  government  they 
chufe  to  prefcribc,  France  will  continue  in  her  hoftility  to 
England ;  and  there  can  be  no  folid  and  fecure  peace  be- 
tweeii  th^  two  nations,  but  at  beft  an  hollo\V  truce,  a  mere 
fufpenfion  of  ?rms  ?    In  this  opinion  my  honourable  friend 
(Mr.  Windham),  if  fo  I  may  prefume  to  call  him,  mufl 
undoubtedly  acquiefce  ;  for  according  to  him  a  peace  with 
France,  while  France  continues  to  a6l  on  her  prefcnt  prin- 
ciples, would  be  far  worfe  than  any  thing  that  may  arife 
from  the  continuance  of  the  war.     He  was  affliSed  with  the 
moft  dreadful  bqdings  of  the  difmal  effeds  of  pacification. 
He  was  (truck  with  terror  at  the  thought  of  witnelling  the  in- 
troduAiop  of  French  principles  into  this  country,  and  of 
feeing  the  tri-coloured  cockade  worn  here  ;  but  if  any  Judg- 
ment could  be  formed  from  the  tone  which  he  had  aflumed 
after  the  rqpture  of  the  laft  negociation,  it  was  to  be  infer- 
red, and  indeed  it  was  cvidept,  that  he  rejoiced  peace  was 
not  made.     He  would  even  put  the  queftion  to  him  fMr. 
Windham.)  whether  it  was  not  a  matter  of  fincere  joy  to  him, 
fprtlie  fakeof  poUfhed  foqety,  and  the  fafety  of  regular  go- 

vernment. 
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verntnejait,  religion,  and  morality,  that  peace  had  not  been 
cojicluded  ? 

The  people,  we  are  told,  muft  now  fubmit  to  great  bur- 
thens, and  thefe  burthens  fliould  fall  where  property  h  great. 
But  when  they  are  called  on  to  fubmit  to  great  burthens,  in 
ihy  opiaion  they  (hould  have  great  examples  to  encourage 
them.  They  are  told  your  private  intereft  is  nothing,  the 
the  public  intereft  muil  be  all  to  you.  But  with  what  face 
can  this  language  be  held  to  them,  either  by  the  right  Ho* 
riourable  Gentleman  or  his  new  converts  ?  For  is  there  a 
man  among  them  who  has  not  betrayed  more  anxiety  to  fc« 
cure  his  own  individual  job,  at  the  expence  of  the  country, 
than  to  contribute  towards  relieving  the  country  from  the 
burthens  i?nder  which  it  groans  r  When  wc  hear  that  in 
one  office,  that  of  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  clerks  have  fees 
and  perquifites  from  the  amount  of  5C00I.  to  i8,oool.  feme 
Gentlemen  may  treat  fuch  jperquifites  as  mere  parines  of 
cheefe  and  ends  of  candles,  but  the  public  muft  wonder  at 
ihe  immenfe  fize  of  this  confecrated  cheefe,  and  be  dazzled 
with  the  light  of  thofe  flaming  tapers  that  thus  blaze  on  the 
altar  of  corruption. 

As  to  the  mcafure  more  immediately  before  the  Houfe,  I 
cannot  but  mark  it  with  my  ftrongeft  difapprobation  ;  nor 
can  I  wait  for  its  going  into  a  Committee  before  I  exprefs 
tliis  my  opinion  of  it ;  for  no  poffible  modification  it  can  re- 
oeive  will  be  able  to  reconcile  me  to  a  meafure  the  principle 
of  which  I  abhor.  It  is  a  meafure  that  argues  the  grofleft 
and  moft  irrational  violation  and  outrage  of  the  regulation  df 
all  taxes;  it  runs  foul  on  all  the  principles  on  which  they 
can  be  raifed ;  it  is  a  penalty  on  occonomy,  a  bounty  on  per- 
jury, a  libel  on  the  public  fpirit  of  the  country,  a  commiffion 
of  bankruptcy  againfl  the  whole  commercial  part  of  the  com- 
munity.  To  (hew  the  impraSicabiliiy  of  fuch  a  meafure,  I 
(hall  not  now  detain  the  Houfe  with  any  detail  of  argument ; 
it  ftands  fufficiently  evidenced  by  therefoluiionsunanimoufly 
voted  this  day  by  the  city  of  Londonf  and  which  (hew  that  it 
is  impo(ribie  for  a  very  numerous  clafs  of  houfcholders  ever  to 
pay  the  tax,  (hould  the  propofed  mode  of  raifnig  it  be  unfor- 
tunately pafTed  into  a  law.  It  is  a  f^St  equally  evident  that 
they  are  not  able  to  pay  the  taxes  now  impofed  upon  them. 
Indeed  when  fo  large  a  clafs  of  the  community  are  unable  to 
contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  we  muft  be  then  very 
near  the  end  of  our  refources.  But  we  are  told  it  will  not 
aiFcft  the  poorer  defcriptions  of  the  people*  No  aflertlon 
can  be  more  unfounded. 

Muft 
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MaJft  it  not  touch  all  thofe  profits  arifing  from  the  luxuries 
in  which  the  rich,  indulge  ?  Muft.not  the  retrenchments  of 
the  wealthy  trench  on  the  means  of  fubfiftence  of  the. 
poor?  Yes,  you  may  tell  us,  they  arc  not  taxed.  The 
poor  arp  not  taxed,  I  allow  you,  but  they  Will  be  ftanr- 
cd.  For  they  piuft  be  {larved  who  derived  their  livelihood 
from  the  expences  of  the  great,  if  the.expences  of  the 
great  are  curUiled  andTdiminilbed.  The  right'hon.  Gentle- 
man, in  opening  his  new  plan  of  finance,  has  talked  much 
of  economy,  and  has  recommended' retrenchment ;  but  would 
not  that  prove  ^  burden  greater  than  the  tax  itfelf,  on  the 
.  lower  ranks  of  focjely  ?  It  had  been  well  remarked  by  an 
hoD.  Gentleman,  that  the  coach-makeifs,  who  iveire  a  humcr- 
ous^clafs  of  mechanics,  ^ad  already  fuJFercd  in  a'viry  Tevere" 
degree  from  the  propofed  increafe  of  afleflm^nts  ;  and'  if  tW 
-jight  hon.  Gentleman's  plan  of  economy  and  retrenchment 
were  followed  up  clofely,  the  workmen  would  not  be  taxed^ 
hut  flarved. 

Ni^mberlefs  are  the  objedions  thai  might  be  urged  to  the 
.principle  of  this  bill.  It  goes  to  impofe  a  tax  on  expend?- 
lure,  and  not  upon  property.  I  would  agree  with  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman,  that  property  (hould  be  taxed,  could 
he  devife  a  criterion  by  which  it.  could  be  accurately  efiimat- 
ed«  Surely  he  will  not  fay  that  carriages,  horfes,  &c.  are  a 
perfed  o-iterion  of  property.  He  ba$,.already  admitted  that 
they  are  not,  and  in  this  I  aifo  agree  with.  him.  Sure  I  am* 
that  the  ultimate  operation  of  the  prefent  bill  muft  tend  to 
ferret  out  all  property  ;  but  can  this  end  be  attained  w.ith« 
out  the  difclofure  of  the  means  of  individuals  ?  He  defired  it 
might  be  maturely  confidered,  that  a  free  and  commercial 
country,  like  this,  could  give  no  contribution  to  defray  the 
expences  of  the  State,  bu.t  optionally.  Th^  principle^  of  the 
'bill  is  alfo  objedionable,  becaufe  it  takes  for  granted  tb^t 
we  could  recur  no  more  to  the  funded  fyfteip^  %bd  an  admif- 
^fion  from  xUe  right  hon.  Gentleman  of  that  kind  was  per* 
haps  a  dangerous  one.  If  the  mcafure  were  taken  in  tho  ut^ 
mod  variety  of  views,  it  could  not  be  controverted  by  the 
moft  zealous  fupporter  of  it,  that  we  were  come  to  a  forced 
contribution  at  laft,  which  was  to  be  levied  uppn  every  man 
t|i  the  country,  with  refpe£l  to  his  means.  It  viras  faid  that 
the  afleiled  taxes  fonned  the  bell  pofllble  criterion  to  judge  of 
property,  yet  the  right  bon.  Gentlemiiln  would  admit  that 
they  did  not  conftitute  a  perfe<El  criterion.  He  therefore  en- 
treated gentlemen  to  rcfledl  how  they  Involved  ihemfelyes  in 

a  perilous 
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a  perilous  crifis,  by  once  admitting  the  eftablifhment  of  any 
criterion^  for  if  they  once  came  to  a  ilate  in  which  the 
prefent  criterion  fliould  not  be  thought  a  good' one,  means 
would  undoubtedly  be  adopted  to  provide  a  betterl  Thus 
they  would  finally  come  to  a  complete  difclofure^  of  pro- 
perty, which  would  be  totally  deftrudlive  of  commerce,  and 
of  the  various  connexions  and  relations  of  trade.  If  fuch 
a  fyftem  (hould  therefore  be  enforced,  will  it  not  not  go  to 
ere£t  in  every  parifli  fifcal  inquifitions  to  pry  into  the  pro- 
perty of  individuals,  to  afcertain  their  gains  or  profits;  and 
thus  lay  open  and  expofe  the  improvement  or  decay  of  their 
circumftances.  Would  not  fuch  a  fyftem  prove  hoftile  and 
fatal  to  all  induftry,  to  aU  trade,  and  cut  up  by  the*  roots  every 
ipeciesof  property  ?  Look  at  the  bill.  What  does  it  tell  you  ? 
It  you  are  over-rated  then  you  may  appeal — and  to  whom  ? 
To  your  own  neighbours  and  fellow-pariftiioners,  if  any  de- 
fcription  of  men  can  be  found  of  fo  bafe  a  nature  as  to  under- 
take an  office  fo  degrading.  To  what  a  trying  Ctuation  mufl 
the  perfon  fo  appealing  be  expofed  ?  If  the  fpies  of  Govemmem 
'fay  they  doubt  his  word,  he  is  then  to  be  examined  upon  oath, 
and  evidence  may  alfo  be  broncht  on  oath  to  contradidl  his  de-^ 
claration.  To  what  fitoation,  ffay,  is  he  then  reduced  ?  Either 
be  mufl  incur  the  fufpicion  of  being  a  perjured  man,  fo  ftrong 
are  the  temptations  held  out  to  him ;  or  if  he  makes  a  fair 
avowal  of  his  circumftances,  and  fays  his  income  amounts  to 
2oOi.  without  taking  into  account  the  accidental  cincumftancos 
that  may  impair  it,  fhould  it  conic  to  be  impaired,  and  that 
the  next  year  it  amounts  but  to  150I. ;  either  he  mufl  appeal^ 
and  divulge  the  decay  of  his  circumftances,  or  he  mufl  hold  bp 
a  falfe  front,  to  thofe  with  whom  he  deals,  and,  Ihould  he  fail, 
be  accufed  of  having  held  out  falfe  pretences,  to  have  upheld 
his  credit  by  fraud.  If  he  comes  forward,  and  makes  this  dif- 
covery  of  his  fituation,  he  is  acceflary  to  his  own  rqin,  and  if 
he  (hrinks  from  this  difcovery  he  may  forfeit  his  chara6ber  for 
integrity.  Upon  the  whole,  if  you  follow  up  the  principle, 
yon  muft  get  at  the  a&ual  property.  To  iMi  it  muft  ulti- 
mately go;  but  then  it  will  be  found  a  mean  and  narrow  prin- 
ciple, and  principally  arifing  from  narrow  prejudices.  If  you 
attempt  to  call  on  the  highly  opulent,  whofe  income  may  ex- 
ceed 20,cool.  per  annum,  but  who  fpend  comparatively  little^  * 
how  are  you  to  afcertain  the  proportion  they  ihould  pay  i  It 
cannot  be  done,  and  if  it  could,  the  attempt  would  be  impolitic 
and  unjuft.  It  had,  on  former  opcafions,  been  ftated  to  the 
I-ii^ue,  that  peribns  might  retrieve  and  recover  their  aiTairs, 

were 
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Were  they  not  compelled  to  ihake  adlfclofure  of  their  property* 
arid  the  faft  had  been  clearly  proved  by  the  feqncl.  Exche- 
quer aid  had  becii  extended  to  merchants  in  a  needful  (ituation^ 
\^ho  ^^rc  not  forced  to  make  anV  allegations  difcovering  their 
property,  which  difcovery  would  have  completely  prevented 
thpm  from  retrieving  their  credit,  and  the  refult  of  fuch  falu* 
tary  ailiftance  was,  that  thefc  merchants  were  now  very  reput- 
able men.  He  only  mentioned  that  cifcumftance  to  fhew, 
th^t  W  pafling  the  Bill  the  Houfe  wbu'ld  find  themfelves  to  get 
at-thcl^eft  means  of  afccrtaining  the' property  of  the  People, 
and  it  was  therefore  incumbent  on  them  to  weigh -maturely 
the  danger  to  which  they  expofed  both  themfelves  and  the  in* 
tcrefts  of  the  trading  part  of  the  community.  Men  would  be 
apt  to  (ay,  **  tt  is  hard  thati,  who  have  only  2000I.  a  year, 
Ihould  pay  fo  much,  while  others,  able  to  pay  20joooi»'pay  fo 
little."  The  hdnounibid  Gentleman  h^s  faid,  that  he  wiihed 
he  coaid  get  at  tlie  hoards  of  the  mifer  ;  that  mifcrs  ought  not  ' 
to  be  permitted  to  delight  in  preffing  their  bags  under  their  pil-  - 
lows,  without  coming  forward  with  their  due  proportion  for 
"the^KtJtedion  which  the  ftate  g.ives  to  their  treafure*  If  fuch 
treafures  had  never  been  a£lively  employed  in  induftrious  com* 
rtercc,  it  might  be  proper  to  derive  a  rcfource  from  them  ;  but 
who  would  toil  for  an  income,  if  they  were  not  permitted  to 
fpare  or  expend  it  according  to  their  own  notions^  and  in  the* 
fame  fpirit  with  which  it  was  amaffed  ?  Such  a  treafure  was 
facred,  and  ought  not  to  be  touched.  It  was  by  capitals  ac- 
cumalated  in  this  way,  that  a  Wedgewood  and  an  Arkwright 
had  fo  efientially  contributed  to  the  rapid  improvement  of  arts 
and  manufa£lures,  and  had  been  enabled  to  employ  and  pro- 
vide a  livelihood  for  thoufands  of  their  fellow-cretures.  The 
revenue,  it  is  true,  depends  in  a'great  meafure  on  the  liberal, 
or  rather  prodigal  expenditure  of  the  opulent ;  but  if  there  was 
permitted  to  1^  no  faviii^,  and  all  muft  fpcnd  to  a  propor- 
tionate extent,  then  you  enforce  a  maxim  deftruftive  of  the 
vital  principle  of  all  induftry  and  profpcrily.  To  the  facred 
principle  of  favHftg^  I  cannot  but  profefs  myfeif  a  friend,  though 
the  habits  of  my  own  life  have  been  little  rcgulatcdsby  it;  and 
to  encroach  on  this  facrtd  principle,  would  be  utterly  to  ex- 
tinguiih  the  fpirit  which  enlivens  induftry,  and  from  which  all 
private  and  public  wealth  can  alone  bs  derived.  However  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  may  be  difpofed,  from  the  ge- 
neral oppolition  with  vvJiich  he  fees  the  country  receive  hispro^ 
pofal,  to  jrive  a  variety  of  modifications  to  it,  there  is  no  pofli* 
ble  modification  which  can  reconcile  me  to  its  adoption. 
Vol.  1. 1797.  3  A  Mr* 


,  Mr*  Burd^  complained  tba^  the  l>onourable  Member  who 
hadjoft  fpolceni  had  thrown  out  ideas  of  job^^  &c.  in  fuchtX 
geners^  wajr^  3$  alinpfl  to  include  eveiy  Mieoibec  who  fugpott- 
ed  the  oKstfare,  He,  for  one,  did  not.lfnow  the  perions  to 
wIiQfn  be  alJuded.  He  avowed  his  own  independence  \  he  h^id 
beei>.ur)ifprniin  bis  Pa^rliamentarydaty,  and  (hould  have  fek 
his  ii^iad  unhappy  had  he  deferted  his  place  when  dilty  called 
hitn  tp  attend.  He,  for  one»  approved  of  the  principle  of  this 
Billy,  whi^h  went  to  raife  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  within 
toe  year^  nor  had  it  been  proved  how  money  could  be  raifed 
uppn  a  better  plan ;  for,  as  the  honourable  Alderman  (Lufh- 
ingtop*)  had  fatisfa^rily  ftat£d»  if  the  whole  fnm  were  attempt- 
ed to.  be  raifed  by  a  Loan,  it  would  prove  injurious  to  the 
CQUrUry^  He  afked  how  it  Was  poflible  to  raife  fuch  a  fum 
without  the  general  body  feelihg  a  confiderable  prefTure  ?  He 
wiflied  to  fee  various  modifications  introduced,  and  other  {bges 
of  progreffion ;  and  fuggcfted  that  thofe  whofc  Affefled  Taxes 
an)ounted  tp  75I.  and  from  thence  to  lool.  per  annum,  (hould 
p9y:fourone>  half  additional,  and  thofe  who  paid  above  looI. 
per  annum,  in  a  flill  higher  proportion,  fo  as  to  make  tbe  tax 
bear  9s  equally  as  pof&ble  upon  the  difiSerent  ranks. 
.  Under  the  circumftances  in  which  the  country  was  at  pre- 
fent,  clampurarid  induftrious  mifreprefentation  ought  not  to 
induce  the  Houfe  to  {brink  from  difcharging  its  duty.  He 
mentioned  inn^keepers,  as  a  clafs  of  perfons  among  whom  mif- 
apprelnrnfions  were  formed.  An  inn-keeper,  a  widow,  on  the 
Bath  road,  had  been  told  flie  muft  pay  6ool.  whereas,  upon  a 
fVatement*of  her  incqme,  it  would  probably  not  exceed  30  or 
4oI.  He  hoped,  that  when  the  tax  was  properly  modified,  die 
country. would  ceafe  its  alarm,  and  that  then  things  would  re- 
turn to  their  ufual  channel,  and  tradefmen  (coach- makers), 
&c.  to  their  ufual  occupations. 

Feeling,  as  he  did,  that  the  Miniftty  of  this  country  were 
perfcfiily  in  cai  neft  in  their  Jate  Negotiations  for  Peace,  and 
that  they  had  afted  according  to  their  duty,*he  thought  himfelf 
called  upon  to  give  them  his  fupport ;  and  he  had  pleafure 
in  rcflefling,  that  almoft  the  whole  country  were  at  the  time 
fatisfied  as  to  the  (leps  which  had  been  taken,  although,  from 
the  ungovernable  ambition  of  the  enemy,  the  rcfult  had  not 
been  attended  with  the  defired  fuccefs. 

Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  would  neither  praife  nor 
blame  the  condudl  of  thofe  Gentlemen  who  had  withdrawn 
the»nfelves  from  the  |)erfonnancc  of  their  Parliamentary  duty. 
He  would  leave  that  to  their  own  confcience,  and  to  the  opi- 
nion 
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nion  of  their  conftitucnts.  They  certainly  cxercifed  a  Parlia- 
mentary  privil^c,  but  he  felt  a  little  hurt  thai  the  honourable 
Gentleman  (Nft,  Sheridan)  had  let  out  all  that  weighed  upob 
fiis  mind  on  a  day  intended  for  a  purpcfe  of  moft  important  con- 
fideratioh.  The  remarks  which  the  honourable  Oentlcm'ah 
had  dealt -about  him  with  fo  much  afperity,  might  be  retort^i 
on  himfelf ;  for  if  he  doubted  the  finccrity  of  others,  they  in 
juftice  might  be  autfiorifed  to  entertain  fxmilar  doubts  with  re- 
{pcSt  to  his  conduA.  As  to  the  unanimity  of  the  Houfe  on  tlib 
lubjed  of  the  negociation,  it  appeared  that  fuch  had  been  the 
real  fa6l,  though  ibme  Gentlemen  had  run  out  of  the  Houfe, 
and  others  had  been  fo  overwhelmed  by  the  magnitude  of  their 
thoughts,  that  they  could  not  find  eloquence  expreffivip  enough 
for  the  occafion.  It  was  not,  however,  too  much  to  fay,  that 
the  Houfe  was  uhaninwus  on  the  proceedings  of  the  negocia- 
tion,  and  that  was  all  he^a&ed.  With  rtfpcSt  to  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Bill,  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  not  ftated  a 
fingle  objeAion  againft  the  principle  on  which  it  was  founded. 
The  mode  adopted  by  the  Bill  in  apportioninff  the  tax,  would 
ic  the  lieft  criterion  of  the  income  of  individuals.  If  anv 
Gentlemen  diought  that  it  was  neceflary  to  relieve  the  ftinding 
fyftem,  and  at  the  fame  time  difapproved  of  that  fyftem,  they 
were  not  entitled  to  Vote  againft  the  principle  of  the  prefeilt 
JBilL  His  right  honouraMe  friend,  after  polkffittg  himfelf  of 
«very  poffible  means  of  information  on  the  fubjedl,  had  brought 
forwJ^rdtheprefent  Bill  U4idcrfj;ich  qualifications  as  were  judged 
proper,  and  .was  then  open  to  the  opinions  of  every  Gentleman, 
and  ready  to  mak^  fuch  modifications  in  it  as  fhould  be  necefla- 
rv.  He  faid  th^it  he  faw  no  growing  difcontent  againft  rdifing 
the  prqpofed  funi  in  order  to  relieve  the  funding  fyftem.  The 
^folutions  of  the  Borough  of  Southwarlc,  and  of  the  Common 
Council  of  London,  only  difapproved  of  the  prdpofed  mode  of 
rai^ng  that  fupa.  It  was  impoffible  that  many  of  thofe  who 
dbjedted  to  the  meafure,  fliould  have  found  fault  with  the 
principle.  They  could  not  clamour  againft  it  on  the  ground 
of  its  being  an  oppr^JPTibn,  hecaiifc  they  would  all  be  obliged  lo 
pay  more,  if  a.  general  mode  qf  taxation  had  been  adopted. 
The  queftion  then  before  the  Houfe  was,  whether  the  prefent 
meafure  ihouid  be  adopted  wjth  modificsftions.  It  would  not 
follow  from  that,  that  the  Hbufe  was  departing  froitx  the  fund- 
ing fyftem.  He  would  not  agree  to  the  opinion  that  had  been 
aifvanccd,  that  jevery  fund  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  GoverA- 
xncnt  was  fe  much  taken  from  the  wealth  of  the  country.  Did 
It  not  in  agrK(t  riieafure  flow  back  again  into  the  general  mafs 
<^  capital?  Whto  an  arniy  was  to  be  closed,  was  all  the 
3  A  2  money 
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iBorwy  expended  for  that  purpofe  entirely  loft,  and  did  none 
of  it  ever  return  into  the  country  again?  Or  did  that  dellroy 
jiny  part  of  the  maniifa<Siures  of  the  country  ?  Or  when  a  navy 
was  to  be  fed,  did  it  take  away  from  its  agriculture  ?  Quite  the 
^  contrary.  It  was  erroneous  therefore  to  fay,  that  any  fund 
taken  from  the  country  was  taken  from  its  expenditure.  He , 
wiflied  Gentlemen  would  be.impreffcd  with  the  idea — that  the 
war  muft  be  carri«d  on.  With  that  opinion  they  muft  per- 
•  ceive^  that  they  ftould  not  fubmit  to  any  thing  which  might 
undermine  the  courage  of  the  countrv.  He  then  alluded  to 
tlie  pledges  that  had  been  given  by  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe,  to  fupport  the  war  in  cafe  the  enemy  (hould 
be unreafonable  in  their  demands;  and  afked,  what  theyxon- 
ceived  their  duty  to  be  at  the  prefent  time,  when  the  enemy  . 
liad  declared  their  intention  of  deftroying  the  wealth  and  navy 
of  this  country  i  and  when  they  told  their  own  people  that  they 
ihould  find  numbers  to  join  them  the  moment  they  (bould  in- 
vade England?  If  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
ihould  then  find  that  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  did  not  agree 
in  opinion  with  him,  muft  he  on  that  account  abandon  the 
country  by  refufing  her  his  fupport?  He  might  indeed  upbraid 
the  majority  with  want  of  underftanding ;  but  could  he  think 
^himfelf  a  friend  to  his  cpqntry,  when  he  came  to  refufe  his  af- 
fcnt  to  that  meafure  which  was  intended  for  its  falvation  ?  He 
was  fure,  that  if  any  nine  Gentlemen  in  that  Houfe  would 
propofc  a  better  mode  of  procuring  peace  for  the  country,  and 
pledging  themfelves  to  carry  it  into  effecSl,  would  form  an  Ad- 
fniniftration  which  (hould  gain  the  confidence  of  the  Public, 
he  would  agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman  that,  the  pre- 
fent Adminiftration  was  the  worft  and  th^  moft  difgraced  tJiat 
could  exift  in  any  country. 

Mr.  Sheridan^  in  explanation,  faid,  that  he  was  furprifed  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  could  have  liftened  to  him  fo  at-." 
tentively  as  he  faid  he  had  done,  and  yet  have  fo  much  mifun- 
derftood  him.  He  had  declared  that  he  did  oppofe  the  princi- 
ple of  the  Bill,  thinking  it  incapable  of  any  modificati9n  that 
could  induce  him  to  approve  it,  and  was  much  furprifed  to  hear 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  fay  that  he  had  admitted  it. 
The  ra£l  was,  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  under ftood 
one  thing  as  the  principle,  and  he  (Mr.  Sheridan)  another. 

Mr.  Dundas  maintained,  that  unlefs  the  expediency  of  a  ge- 
neral contribution  was  denied,  it  followed  of  courfe  that  the 
principle  muft  be  admitted ;  and  not  underftanding  the  right 
|}onourable  Gentleman  to  deny  that  propofition,  he  thought 
i)imfelf  warranted  in  faying  that  he  admitted  the  principle. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Fox  faid,  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  attendance  or  non- 
attendance  of  any  particular  Meml)er  of  this  Houfe  can  be  a  fit 
/*ubje£l  of  obfervation.  1  agree  in  that  refpeit  with  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  who  fpokc  laft,  that  the  propriety  of  at- 
tending this  Houfe*  or  abfenting,  is  a  matter  that  ought  to  reft  ■ 
with  each  individual.  I  have  nothing  to  fay  upon  that  fuhje^ 
further  than  that  the  fame  motives  wiiich  induced  me  to  ab- 
fent  myfelf  for  fome  time,  are  now  as  prevalent  in  my  mind  as 
ever.  My  opinion  is  now  what  it  has  long  been,  thai  the  pre- 
fent  Adminiftration  of  this  country  have  by  the  unfortunate, 
hiindnefs  of  this  Houfe,  by  the  too  eafy  temper  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  fo  impaired  and  deranged  its  finances,  fo  increafed 
its  embarraffments,  but  above  all  fo  disfigured  its  Confiitution, 
that  no  fervices  which  any  individual  cm  render  by  his  atten- 
^  dance,  will  be  fuflScient  to  balance  the  mifchiefs  which  muft 
arifc  from  giving  countenance  to  an  opinion,  ih^t  the  decifions 
of  this  Houfe  are  always  the  juft  refulc  of  full  difcuffion.  In 
that  opinion  I  am  as  firm  as  at  any  time  of  my  life.  It  is  not 
by  the  efiablifhment  of  this  or  of  that  regulation  in  a  particular 
inftance,  of  thisor  that  modification  of*  a  particular  meafure^ 
that  can  effentially  ferve  the  people  of  .this  country.  Nothing 
ibortofa  total  reform  of  your  lare  fyftem,  nothing  ihort  of 
your  reverting  to  the  true  principles  of  our  Conflitution,  to 
the  popular  maxims  of  our  anccftors,  can  fave  us  from  utter 
^uin.  Seeing  that  by  my  attendance  I  was  unable  to  prevail 
on  this  Houle  to  adopt  thefe  principles,  I  omitted  to  attend  it. 
But  1  attend  to-night  in  confequence  of  what  is  to  me  at  leaft 
an  impoitant  fentiment — the  propriety  of  yielding  to  the  re- 
qiieft  of  my  conftituents.  This  is  not  a  moment  to  enlarge 
upon  the  duties  of  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  to  comply  with  the  general  defire  of  his  conftituents, 
jefipecially  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  that  which  is  now  before  you,  is  one 
ot  thofe  duti«s.  I  have  been  told  to-night  that  I  have  been 
.much  impofed  upon  in  the  reprcfentations  of  many  important 
public  events ;  that  1  have  formed  erroneous  conclufions  from 
them  ;  that  I  in  my  retirement  have  had  leifure  to  re  confider 
my  former  opinions ;  and  that  I,  like  others,  may  have  had 
much  to  learn.  Thofe  who  think  they  have  arrived  to  that 
degree  of  knowledge  beyond  which  they  have  nothing  to  learn, 
are  in  a  ftate  which  when  they  efFed  it,  fliew  they  have  learnt 
but  little.  But  I  fhould  hold  myfelf  much  Indebted  to  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman  who  made  this  obfervation,  if  he  would 
tell  me  in  what  book  of  ancient  or  modern  hiftory — in  what 
fchool  of  admired  philofophy— in  what  fyftem  of  anv  admired 
politician,  fince  the  creation  of  this  world  to  the  prefent  hour, 

lam 
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X  am  to  find  that  perfeverance  in  a  fyftem  which  has  led  you 
to  the  brink  of  ruin,  is  the  way  to  extricate  you  from  your  dif- 
ficuJty.  That  indeed  is  one  of  the  leflbns  which  I  have  yet  to 
]e'arn.  I  had  no  hopes  of  gaining  for  the  public  any  advantage 
by  my  attendance ;  but  my  conftituents  defired  me  to  attend, 
and  1  determined  to  comply.  I  kno^V  it  is  popular,  in  this 
Houfe  at  leaft,  to  hold  that  a  Member  of  Parliament  is  not  par- 
ticularly bound  to  obey  his  own  conftituents,  whofe  opinions 
qiay  be  guided  by  local  prejudices,  and  partial  interefts;  that 
he  is  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  Reprefentative  of  the  People  at 
large  ;  and  that  he  is  to  a6i  as  appears  to  him  moft  favourable 
to  that  enlarged  view  of  the  intcrcft  of  his  country,  I  tnift 
that  I  (hould  be  no  more  leady  than  others  to  obey  the  wi(h  of 
a  particular  clafs  of  men  who  happen  to  be  my  conftituents,  if 
by  fo  doing  I  was  convinced  I  obeyed  them  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  whole  community,  of  which  I  am  a  member.  But  in  this 
particular  indance,  as  indeed  moft  inftances  in  which  I  have 
been  concerned,  I  have  the  comfort  to  feel  that  my  fentiments 
and  thofe  of  my  conftituents  perfeflly  coincide.  The  right 
honourable  Gentleman  fays,  that  the  moment  we  arc 
here,  each  of  us  is  the  reprefentative,  of  every  man  in  this 
country ;  there  are  others  who  may  fay,  as  they  have  faid,  we 
may  as  well  call  ourfelves  the  reprefentatives  of  any  other  coun- 
try as  of  this ;  that  indeed  we  ought  to  be  the  virtual  reprefen- 
tatives of  the  people,  but  that  our  meafares  have  too  clearly 
proved  how  capable  we  are  of  afling  upon  another  principle. 

My  conftituents  have  defired  me  to  attend  this  bill,  and  if  I 
thought  my  own  opinion  more  important  than  theirs,  I  (hould 
have  endeavoured  to  have  rcafonefl  with  thcnj  upon  the  futility 
of  that  attendance ;  but  their  defi re  controuls  my  cbnduft.  1 
am  bound  to  ftate  their  cafe  in  tliis  Houfe.  They  think,  and 
fo  do  I,  that  by  this  Bill  all  the  principles  of  our  anceftors  are 
abandoned,  and  a  profligate  contempt  of  pfoperty,  (the  protec- 
tion of  wbidi  was  one  of  their  favourite  objeds)  is  now  nyntt- 
fcft  from  the  tenor  of  the  Bill  before  you. 

The  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  hft  ftates 
two  grounds  upon  which  this  fubjed  may  he  co^fidered.. 
He  admits,  firft,  that  every  man  who  oppofes  M  means  of 
fupply  except  fuch  as  arife  from  the  funding  fyfttm  may 
fairly  oppofe  the  principle  of  this  bill ;  certainly  he  may. 
Secondly,  he  ftates  that  thofe  who  think  that  taxes  (hould 
not  be  laid  upon  income,  but  generally  upon  property,  tckky 
alfo  vote  for  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  with  di  view  of 
modifying  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  anfwcfr  the  objeft  which 
die  principle  of  the  bill  is  fuppofed  to  have  in  vtew^  jiame- 
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ly,  a  tax  upon  property, -fo  as  to  raife  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  fupplies  within  the  year  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that*  any  man 
who  objeds  to  the  incftafe  of  AiTeiTed  taxes  may  yet  vote  for 
the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill  as  a  meafure,  the  foundation 
of  which  is  to  call  for  the  contribution  of  property  for  the 
fervice  of  the  ftatc.  I  confefs  that  argument  was  perfectly 
new  to  me.  Where  am  I  to  look  for  the  principle  of  this 
bill  ?  I  fliould  think  to  the  refolutions  on  which  it  is  found- 
ed* They  certainly  are  very  long  and  verbofe,  but  I  do  not 
fee  one  line  in  them  that  relates  to  the  principle  of 'the  mea- 
fure»  which  does  not  ftate  the  aflefTed  taxes  as  their  bafis  as 
well  as  their  criterion.  And  yet  I  am  told  that  any  man 
who  thinks  that  thefe  afleiTments  are  the  word  of  all  pofTible 
criteria,  may  vote  for  this  bill,  becaufe  it  is  that  which  has 
for  its  objeA  a  general  taxation  upon  property.  This  I 
confider  as  the  mere  ihuffling  language  to  which  gcntlexnen 
are  driven  to  fupport  the  infamous  fydem  on  which  they 
endeavour  to  load  the  people  of  this  country.  The  right 
honourable  Gentleman  fays  he  knows  of  no  difcontent 
which  has  been  expreifed  againd.the  principle  of  this  bill  as* 
a  tax  upon  property  ;  that  all  the  objedion  arifes  from,  the 
afTeflfed  taxes  being  taken  as  a  criterion  whereby  that  pro- 
perty is  to  be  guefled  at.  The  obiedions  which  have  hither- 
to been  made  by  thofe  bed  capable  of  judging,  at  IcaA  mod: 
fincere  in  examining,  namely,  thofe  who  are  to  be  called 
upon  to  pay,  have  been  made  to  the  bill  which  is  now  be* 
fore  yon,  and  it  would  be  (Irange  indeed  if  they  did  not  ob- 
jeSt  to  a  bill  which  tends  to  the  immediate  deftrudion  of 
their  trade,  the  annihilation  of  their  fortunes,  and  poflibly 
the  lofs  of  the  liberty  of  their  persons.  I  conflder  their  ob- 
jedions  as  pointed  againft  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
bill.  Another  hon.  Gentleman-  feems  to  think  that  the  un- 
popularity of  the  mcafnre  is  no  argument  againft  it.  He 
feems  rather  to  think  it  an  argument  in  its  favour ;  for  he 
fays,  he  believes  that  the  people  would  not  cry  out  againd  it 
onlefs'they  thought  it  a  meafure  efFcdual  for  the  purpofe  of 
raifing  a  large  fum  of  money.  That  honourable  Gentleman 
feems  to  think  the  objedions  of  the  public  unreafonable  in 
this  particular.  I  underftand  he  is  conneded  with  com- 
mejrce  himfeVf,  and  I  therefore  appeal  to  him,  whether  he 
would  not  himfelf  claim  the  privilege  of  complaining  at 
leafty  if  a  demand  were  made  upon  him  for  money  which 
he  felt  he  could  not  pay ;  and  which  by  the  theory  of  otir 
conftitution>  he  was  not  bound  to  pay  without  his  own 
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itl   The  annuities  on  the  funds  have  been  fecured  from  year  to 
year,  and  Parliament  ftands  pledged  not  to  touch  that  property 
with  taxation.     So  (lands  the  law.     But  this  fiill  will  tax  in- 
direftly  that  which  no  Minifter  has  yet  dared  to  tax  in  a  direA 
manner.     It  has  been  faid  that  our  funding  fyftem  has  contri- 
buted to  prefervc  the  tfkSts  of  our  revolution,  to  prefcrvc  the 
interefis  and  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  this  country,  to  enable  os 
to  thwart  the'ambitious  views  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon.     See 
.  whether  this  plan  does  or  docs  not  tend  to  the  diminution  of 
the  value  of  that  fecurity.     1  am  fure  if  is  underftood  by  my 
conftituents  not  only  likely  to  aflcft  fueh  fecurity,  but  alfo  ail 
their  commercial  interefis.     Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  that 
.  two  gentlemen  of  equal  fortune  fettingout  in  life,  the  bneof 
them  with  his  ten  thoufand  pounds,  laying  it  out  upon  mort- 
gage, and  living  upon  the  intcreft  of  his  money,  which  wouki 
be  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  you  will  tax  him^  accord- 
ing to  the  princi|)le  of  this  Bill,  for  that  income,  and  ho  n)ore. 
Suppofe  the  feccnd  applies  his  ten  thoufand  pounds  in  com- 
.  merce,and  it  produces  to  him  onethou(and  pounds  per  annum, 
you  will  tax  him  at  the  rate  of  one  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
What  is  the  reafon  of  this  difference  ?  They  are  both  equal  in 
point  of  real  property.     But  as  you  make  income  the  bafis  of 
your  taxation,  you  impoie  upon  diligence,  upon  activity,  ind 
upon  indudry,  double  the  weight  which  you  lay  upon  him 
who  chufcs  to  rcpofe  indolently,  and  fupinely  upon  the  produce 
of  his  capital.     It  is  thus  you  propofe  to  prefcrve  in  men  that 
fduit  by  which  this  country  has  been  diftinguiflicd  from  other 
nations.     Idlcncfs  is  favoured,  diligence  difcouraged.   A  prin- 
ciple fo  dcteftable,  that  1  could  not  have  conceived  it  poiUblc 
to  enter  into  the  mind  of  any  man  acquainted  with  the  fprings 
of  human  adiion.     You  call  this,  in  another  view,  a  tax  upon 
.  luxury.     Is  a  houfe  a  luxury  ?    In  the  cafe  of  a  multitude  of 
my  conftituents  it  neither  is  nor  can  be  to  confidered.     You 
fay  that  where  a  man  contributes  largely 'to  the  payment  of 
affefTed  taxes,  he  gives  evidence  of  wealth.     What  you  con- 
fider  as  evidences  of  his  wealth  are  nothing  more  than  the  im- 
plements of  the  trade  by  which  -he  exifts.     There  are  many, 
efpecially  among  my  conflituents,  whofe  conftant  cuflom  it  is 
ro  let  lodgings.     They  are  objefls  ot  the  prefcni  Bill.   I  know 
you  may  fay,  I  dare  fay  you  will,  that  they  fhall  be  relieved 
by  provifions  which  are  to  be  adopted  in  the  Committee.    You 
pretend  to  fomething  like  a  provifion  to  thofe  who  let  furnifh^d 
houfes.     Let  us  fuppofe   that  a  tradefman  who  pays  a  great 
rent  for  his  houfe,  fuch  as  would  induce  you,  by  the  prefcnt 
plan,  to  confider  him  as  a  man  of  one  thoufand  pounds  a  ye.ir 
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income  ;  his  next  doqr  neighbour  may  be  a  private  gentleman, 
whofe  real  income  is  two  thoufands  pounds  a  year,  but  who, 
by  choice  or  accident,  inhabits  a  houfe  of  mucii  inferior  value ; 
he  wiJl,  by  this  tax,  have  a  lighter  import  than  tlie  Iradefmati. 
That  is  only  one  of  the  ruhjcds  of  complaint  againft  this  Bill. 
With  refpedl  to  ihofc  who  have  ready  furnifhed  houfes,  I  un- 
Aand  they  will  be  liable  to  tlie  full  extent  of  this  tax,  and  that 
whether  they  be  tradefmen  or  gentlemen,  the  one  living  upon 
a  certain,  the  otlier  upon  an  uncertain  income,  will  make  no 
difference ;  whereas  it  is  moft  clear  and  manifed  the  one  lives. 
upon  a  fortune,  the  amount  of  which  he  knows,  and  the  other 
embarks  the  little  capital  he  is  able  to  colledl  in  order  to  furnifli 
a  houfc«  and  to  take  tlie  chance  of  fublirting  ujx^n  the  fruits  of 
iL  1  fliould  like  to  be  made  accjuaintcd  with  the  juftice  and 
the  equity  of  a  B.ll  which  confounds  the  diftinftion  between 
thefe  cafes.  I  am  told  incjeed  that  with  regard  to  thofe  who 
take  furnifhed  houfes  trom  their  bndlords,  the  occupiers  arc^ 
made  anfwerable  to  G  wcrnmcnt  for  this  affcfflnent,  but  th^t, 
under  certain  modifications,  thcv  are  to  call  on  their  landlords 
to  do&av  the  expcncc  of  it,  which  if  the  landlord  rcfufcs  to  pay, 
tliey  are  permitted  to  recover  by  means  of  an  aflion  at  law.  A 
very  plcafant,  a  very  certain,  and  a, very  concife  remedy,  ef- 
pectally  as  it  may  frequently  happen  that  the  landlord  may  not 
l>e  forthcoming  to  aniwer  this  exigency  of  the  flate,  but  who 
may  very  legally  empower  another  perfou  to  receive -his  rent. 
1  know  that  remedies  may  be  inferted  in  the  prefcnt  Bill  to' 
protedl  thofe  who  let  lodgings  in  houfes  furni (lied  by  ihemfelves. 
1  dare  fay  they  will  be  much  of  the  fame  complexion  with  that 
relief  which  is  offered  to  thofe  who  take  furnifhed  houfes,  and 
it  will  have  much  the  fame  tfficacy.  But  to  try  the  merits  of 
this  Bill  by  another  tefl :  If  you  think  horfes  or  dogs,  or  niale 
fervants,  fair  lefts  of  opulence,  in  God*s  name  how  can  aoy 
houfekeeper  in  Weflminfter  or  London,  or  the  borough  of 
Southwaik,  or  any  other  confiderable  town,  be  fairly  aflefTcd?! 
Is  it  poflible  to  take  any  fuch  criterion  as  the  tcft  of  wealth  in 
a  populous  place  ?  It.  is  qui\e  impofEble  that  it  {hould  entcr'in- ' , 
to  the  mind  of  any  man  who  governs  his  decifions  by  reafoii  to 
think  fo;  and  I  am  quite  furprifed  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  lliould  have  taken  advice  fo  grofs  as  that  which' 
leads  him  to  blunder  upon  the  principle  of  the  prefcnt  Bill.  He 
fays,  **  here  are  horles,  they  are  to  be  confidered  as  articles  of 
luxury."  They  are  fo>  generally  fpeaking,  to  Members  of 
this  Houfe ;  to  which,  however,  there  are  fome  excTeptions. 
They  are  by  no  means  to  be  confidered  as  articles  of  luxury  to 
'    3  B  2  mer- 
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merchafits,  or  to  traders  whofc  bufinefles  arc  conGtterable  or 
cxttnfive,  for  marty  of  them  iteccflarily  employ  riders  in  the 
courfe  of  their  commercial  dealings.  There  are  many  othert 
to  whom  horfcs  are  abfolutely  ncccflary.  Medical  men,  who 
»rc  compelled  to  go  from  place  to  place  in  the  courfe  of  their 
profeffion,  have  occafion  for  horfps ;  as  well  as  many  others 
whofe  cafes  it  is  not  sKceflary  for  me  to  mention.  1  fay,  theie* 
fore,  that  this  Bill  proceeds  upon  a  principle  whidi,  in  every 
view  of  it,  is  vicious  as  fai-  as  1  have  hitherto  confidercd  it.  But 
this  is  not  all,  you  are  called  upon  to  regulate  your  future  cx-» 
i^iions,  not  by  the  future  prudence  of  men,  which  would  be 
afair  ruleof  impoft  in  certain  cafes,  but  by  the  moft  unjuft, 
the  moft  unreafonable,  the  moft  iniquitous  rule  that  can  be 
poflibly  adopted ;  that  of  the  part  expenditure  of  men.  A  man 
in^y  have  lived  improvidentiy  or  imprudently,  but  who,  from 
experience,  finds  it  wife  to  contrad  his  c^pences?  By  tlris  Bill 
y6u  allow  him  no  chance  of  retrieving  his  fortune  by  that  pru- 
dence which  is  the  effeS  of  his  experience.  You  do  not  allow 
a  man  the  benefit  which  ought  to  be  the  refult  of  a  long  and 
prudent  life.  Let  us  fuppofe,  for  inftance,  that  a  man  %ho 
by  his  induftry  and  frugality  in  life,  or  who  is  pollefled  of  a 
competent  fortune  from  his  parents,  refiding  in  the  country, 
fhould  wifli  to  come  to  London  for  a  feafon  with  his  family  ; 
from  the  (hort  ftay  he  intends  to  make,  it  may  not  poflibly  be 
a  great  objeil  with  him  what  his  expences  are.  He  wiihes  16 
ihew  his  wife  and  daughters  the  gaiety  of  the  town  ;  he  con- 
duSts  them  to  places  of  public  an\ufement,  and  determines  to 
retire  into  the  country  again  to  enjoy  his  rural  occupations. 
This  he  might  havedone^at  any  time  previous  to  this  Bill,  with- 
put  iany  other  expencie  than  fuch  as  he  expefted  to  attend  Iiis 
cxcurfion  to,  ftay  in,  and  return  from  the  metropolis.  But  ifj 
\ie  take  fuch  an  exciirfion  in  the  year  1797,  woe  be  to  him,  to 
his  wife,  to  his  children,  and  to  all  thofe  who  are  mod  dear  to 
him,  for  he  is  to  pay,  not  only  for  the  expence  of  that  excur- 
fion,  but  the  expences  of  that  cxcurfion  are  to  be  eftimated  ac- 
cording to  the  aflcffment  which  was  made  upon  him  in  that  d;iy 
of  his  levity,  and  i^  to  be  called  the  teft  by  which  his  ability  to 
ferve  the  State  is  to  be  eftimated.  This  is  faid— I  know  it  is  only 
to  be  a  temporary  raeafure.  It  woulid  be  extravagant  to  con- 
fider  it  an  impoft  for  life.  Upon  that  a  word  or  two  by  and 
by.  1  fay  he  is  fettled  by  this  with  ^  Targe,  a  heavy,  an  enor- 
mous, an  unjuft,  ah  inequitable  iimpoft.  This  mode  of  call- 
ing upon  men  for  future  exertions  in  the  fervi^e  of  the  State  i$ 
too  iniquitous  to  Ikac  tlic  ^eft  of  one  moment's  refledion.  ^ 
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This  principle  of  injaftice  reminds  me  of  the  illciftrdtion 
which  Sterne  gives  of  ihe  violent  extortion  of  the  ancient 
government  of  France.  The  cafe  is  exadly  in  point:  When 
aft  Lyons,  Yorick  refolved  to  change  his  mode  of  travelling, 
afnd  fail  down  the  Rhone  indead  of  going  poft.  The  poft- 
mafter,  however,  applied  to  him  for  fix  livres  fix  fous,  as 
the  price  of  the  ntCKt  poft.  *•  But  I  do  not  intend  to  travei 
poft/'  faid  Yorick.  **  You  may  if  you  pleafe,"  replied  the 
poft-i!hafter.  **  But  I  do  not  pleafe,"  faid  Yorick — "  I  mean 
to  CO  by  water."  "  That  is  no  matter j^"  faid  the  poft- 
mafter  :  •*  you  muft  pay  for  the  Dext  poft,  whether  you  have 
changed  your  mind  or  not."  And,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  hfere  the 
word  principle  or  fpir.t  was  u fed,  as  they  are  always  ufcd,  to 
fanSify  injuftice  ;  for,  fays  the  poft-mafter— *<  The  fpirit 
of  the  impoft  is,  that  the  Grand  Monarque  ihall  not  fuffer  by 
your  fickUnefs.'' 

Charged  he  was,  and  obliged  to  pay :  fo  it  is  with  the 
prefent  tax,  for  all  the  people  who  have  paid  afleflments  in 
this  country  are  called  upon  for  great  and  additional  afiefT'* 
ments,  which  they  muft  pay,  or  which-muft  rather  be  wreft* 
cd  from  them  by  diftraining  upon  their  goods,  not  upon  a 
computation  of  their  future  ability,  nor  in  profpeft  of  their 
future  views,  but  in  confequence  of  their  former  expendi-^ 
ture,  whether  wifely  or  imprudently  occafioncd.  By  this 
plan  it  is  in  vain  that  a  man's  prudence  is  called  in  to  regu- 
late his  circumftances.  Let  us  confider  this  as  applicable  to 
perfons  in  trade,  as  diftinguilhed  from  thofe  who  poffefs  per- 
manent and  fpecific  incomes.  A  man  in  trade  may  fay,  that 
the  laft  year  was  a  good'onc,  and  therefore  he  kept, his  one- 
horfe  chaife,  but  whether  he  thould  continue  it  muft  depend 
ypon  circumftances  ;  that  he  goyerned  hi»  expenditure  pru- 
dently by  the  fluftuation  of  his  circumftances^  and  therefore 
if  his  trade  was  worfe  this  year  than  it  was  the  laft,  he  would 
fet  afide  his  pncrhorfe  chaife  and  many  other  conveniencies. 
But  by  the  p/inciple  of  this  bill  you  do  not  allow  him  to  do 
fo,  and  you  add  a  mockery  and  irtfult  to  an  injury,  by  telling 
him  that  you  will  call  upon  him  to  fupport  the  exigencies  of 
the  ftate  according  to  his  cftabliftiment,  as  appears  by  a  for- 
mer afleifment,  and  you  tell  him  that  he  Jhall  pay  hereafter 
triple  what  he  formerly  did,  and  this  you  intend  as  a  compli- 
inent  to  his  growing  wealth  as  a  trad^fman.  But  it  feems 
there  is  to  be  fome  relief  in  this  bill  to  ihofe  who  are  over- 
rated. They  are  to  have  abatements,  in  proportion  as  they 
pfQve  they  are  ^flblfed  beyond  their  incgme.    Btit  how  is  this 

abatement 
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abatement  to  take  place  ?  By  the  difclofure  of  all  the  private 
affairs  of  a  man  in  trade,  A  mode  of  relief  which,  if  it 
defer vcs  the  name,  is  as  intolerable  as  the  grievance.  Take 
any  tradefrnan,  a  watch-maker  for  inftance,  he  would  tell 
you  that  his  income,  prior  to  the  laft  import  upon  watches, , 
was  much  fuperior  to  what  it  is  now.  That  muft  be  the  cafe 
with  every  other  man.  in  trade,  efpecially  as  he  does  not  know 
how  he  may  be  taxed  hereafter,  I  am  the  more  fupported 
in  this  part  of  my  argument,  when  I  refer  to  the  future  prof- 
pe6ls  of  the  Minifter,  for  he  tells  us  ths^t  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  the  Ways  and  Means  ^re  yet  to  come.  How  there- 
tore  is  it  podible  for  a  tradefrnan,  without  knowing  what  the 
future  fubjcfts  of  taxation  arc  to  be,  to  guefs  at  his  future 
income  r  Under  fuch  confiderations,  the  idea  of  calling  upon 
a  tradefrnan  to  guefs  at  his  future  income,  is  the  moft  hor- 
ribly unjull  proceeding  that  ever  could  be  devifed  by  any 
Minifter  of  (tate. 

It  is  ftaied  by  a  noble  Lor<l,  that  this  tax  will  neceflfarily 
fall  heavy  upon  the  middling  clafs,  becaufe,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  they  confume  articles  which  partake  of  the  double  qua- 
lify of  luxuries  of  life  and  iiectflaries.  To  which  I  muft  an- 
fvver,  that  it  is  a  great  grievance  to  any  clafs  of  men,  parti- 
cularly fo  to  thofe  whofe  incomes  arc  limited  to  a  certain 
amount,'  not  to  have  the  benefit  which  generally  arifes  from 
a  prudent  diminution  of  expcnces.  It  is  allowing  them  no 
advantage  from  any  oecouDmy  they  mit^ht  be  difpofed  to 
adopt  ;  and  it  is  expofmg  them,  noiwithllandlng  all  difpofi- 
tion  lo  ccconomy,  to  utter  ruin. 

It  is  not  what  the  tradefrnan  Avill  have  to  pay  to  the  aflefT- 
mcnt  in  dire<ft  contribution,  b\!t  what  he  will  have  to  fufter 
in  diminiihed  trade  ;  for  by  the  attack  on  all  the  clafTes  of 
gentleolen,  you  drive  them  to  privations  which  arc  ruinous 
to  trade.  They  may  occonnmife  ;  the^  may  drink  lefs  winc^ 
they  may  indulgelefs  in  the.comforts  that  are  peculiarly  dear 
or  habitual  to  them  ;  but  this  evil,  great  though  it  is,  is  little 
in  comparifon  of  the  mifchief  it  will  do  to  trade.  It  will, 
however,  introduce  new  manners  and  habits  among  us  ;  and 
I  will  fairly  fay,  that  I  am  not  for  confounding  the  ranks  of 
fociety.  This  is  one  of  the  evils  with  which  this  meafure  is 
pregnant.  No  aft  of  the  Diredory  ever  did  fo  much  to  con- 
found the  ranks  of  mankind  as  this  meafure  will  do.  It  will 
out  of  the  race  of  gentlemen,  create  two  orders,  princes  and 
^ggars.  All  the  body  of  middle  gentlemen  will  be  reduced 
to  beggary,  for  it  is  in  vain  to  fay  that  it  is  to  be  confidered 

as 
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as  a  fingle  or  a  folftary  exertion.  It  is  announced  for  two 
years  and  a  quarter,  but  who  will  fay  that  it  is  toclofe  there? 
Who  will  fay  that  we  have  any  near  profpeft  of  peace,  or 
that  this  is  likely  to  give  us  a  peace  ?  A  tenth  of  the  income 
is  the  nominal  amount  of  the  alfefTment.  But  in  this  the 
afleflment  is"  proportioned  in  name,  not  in  fubftance,  and 
there  is  no  equality  in  its  burihcn  on  the  ^jcoplc.  The  gen- 
tleman of  loool.  a  year,  for  iaftance,  wKo  has  to  pay  106I. 
a  year,  is  much  more  feverc'.y  taxed  than  the  man  or  io,ooo!- 
a  year,  who  has  to  pay  ibool.  A  very  little  reflexion  will 
prove  to  gentlemen  that  the  one  cafe  is  infinitely  more  fevere 
than  the  other.  But  whatever  may  be  the  hardihips  which  it 
may  biing  on  gentlemen,  they  are  nothing,  I  repeat  it,  in 
comparifon  of  its  eftl-dls  on  the  commercial  part  of  the  com- 
munity. To  gentlemen  it  may  operate  to  retrenchment, 
and  to  the  privation  of  indulgences,  but  to  the  trader  it  is 
ruin.  The  oftentation  of  the  beft  race  of  gentlemen  may 
fubfide,  and  the  young  men  may  be  taught  more  prudent 
habits ;  but  this  very  retrenchment  will  b^  fatal  to  trade,  and 
fatal  alfo  to  the  exifting  revenue.  Commercial  people  have 
no  refuge.  They  cannot  retrench,  for  they  do  not  now 
indulge. 

By  every  amount  which  I  have  been  able  to  colleft ;  by  the 
report  of  every  perfoni  whom  I  have  feen  ;  and  by  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  meetings  of  my  Conftituents,  I  find  tfiat  men  of 
all  defcriptions,  and  whatever  be  their  party  feelings,  unite  in 
abhorrence  of  the  principle  and  tendency  of  this  Bill.  They 
all  objctSl  to  the  principle,  becaufe  the  Affeffed  Taxes  are  not 
merely  not  a  juft  criterion  of  wealth,  but  the  worft  and  moft 
fallacious  that  could  be  devifcd — for  in  every  part  of  this  me- 
tropolis, fo  fatal  has  been  the  difaftrous  war  in  which  we  are 
involved,  that  the  Affeffed  Ta;ces  are  now  with  the  grcateft 
difficulty  collefted.  They  are  either  in  arrear,  or  poftponed, 
and  the  goods  of  the  unhappy  perlons  are  regularly  diftrained  ; 
and  they  all  unite  in  declaring,  not  merely  againft  the  inexpe- 
diency, but  againft  the  total  impraflicability  of  forcing-the  re- 
ceipt. This  is  not  the  opinion  6f  one  diflrift,  or  of  one  party, 
hut  it  Is  the  general  opinion  of  every  part  of  the  people  who 
have  had  time  to  examine  the  provifion  of  the  Bill ;  and  really 
it  will  be  a  fingular  thing,  if  the  Houi'c  fliould  oppofe  thctn- 
felves  to  the  univerfal  vwice  of  the  kingdom.  Gentlemen  feem 
to  forget  that  we  alFedl  at  leaft  to  call  ourfclves  the  Reprefert- 
tatives  of  the  Petjple.  I  know  that  we  are  no  fiich  thing,  but 
we  affcft  to  call  ourfelves  fo.  Yet  in  this  Houfe  only  fifteen  ' 
Gf  ntlemen  could  be  found  to  vote  againft  a  meafure  upon  which* 

out 
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^iil  of  that  Houfe,  there  was  not  merely  a  UDajprity,  but  m 
unanimity  of  diflbnt,     Minifters,  in,  this  ioIlanceA  cannot  ple^ 
their  ufual  fubterfuge,  that  it,  is  the  niere.cry  of  a  party,     it  is 
no  fuch  thing.     Unaninaous  dif^ppcobation  ha$  cooie  from  the 
moft  extraordinary  places.     Even  the  Common  Council  hav^ 
been  unaivimous*.    There  are  but  two  fort^  of  Reprefentation^ 
actual  and  virtual.  ^  Yoyi  cannot  pretend  to  call  yourfelvcs  the 
adual  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  but  you  fay  you  are  the 
virtual.     Prove  yourfeIve$  fo,  then,  hy  obeying  their  united 
voice.  ,  I  hope  and  truft  that  you  will  come  round,  and  ifitw 
yourfelves,  in  fomc  degree,  entitled  to  the  name  of  virtual  Re- 
prefentatives.     I  will  fairly  tell  you,  that  if  even  you  were  to 
do  foi  I  fliould  not  conlider  it  as  a  fqflScieijt  proof  that  you  arc 
even  tlie  true  virtual  Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  unjefs  1,  fee 
you  alfo  fynipathizc  with  the  people.     You  muft  make  corn- 
noon  caufe  with  them.     You  muft  invite  them  to  facrifices  by 
four  own  example — You  piuft  lead  the  way.    I  remember  an 
lonourable  Member,  now  no  more,  who  had  the  happy,  art  of 
mixing  argument  jvith  pleafantry  in  a  way  that  was  never  ex- 
celled.    Mr-  Burke  illuiftrated  this  principle  by  a  ftory  very 
much  in  point.     A  French  Regiment  in  fpeaking  of  an  Old 
Colonel  whbtn  they  had  lofl,  and  of  a  new  one  that  had  fuc- 
ceed^d  him,  extolled  the  firft  to  the  fkies — **  What  particular 
reafon  ha^ve  you  for  your  ardent  afFefiiion  for  the  Old  ColoncJ^ 
rather  than  the  new  ?"  faid  a  perfon  to  them.     •*  We  have  no 
other  reafpn,  faid  they,.than  this — the  old  Colonel  always  faid, 
jtllons  nus  enfans  !  The  new  Colonel  fays,  Allez,  mesenfans  !** 
Thi?  was  indeed  a  ftriking  contraft ;  and  juft  in  this  manner  I 
aver  we  ought  to  aft  towards  the  people.     Wc  ought  not  to 
fay  to  them,  '*  Go  make  facrifices  f" — but,  "  Let  us  mike  facri^ 
£ces."    To  roufe  the  energy  of  the  people  let  us  hear  of  the 
facrifices  of  the  Crown.     It  is  from  the  highcft  place  that  the 
example  ought  to  be  given.     It  will  animate  and  cheer  the 
beart  of  the  Kingdom : 

**  Sttlai^^  miferis  foc'ioi  habuKTe  Iiborum." 

When  men  are  ctUed  on  to  give  up  their  pleafures,  whatever 
they  may  be,  whether  vf  horles  or  gardens,  it  is  but  reafonahle 
that  diey  ihould  fee  the  Crown  participating  in  the  facrifice. 
But  then,  inftead  of  this,  we  fee  only  that  new  patronage  is  to  » 
beobuined  out  of  the  levying  of  14  millions  in  this  way,  we 
inufi  frel  that  thefe  are  bad  (ymptoms,  and  that  there  is  no 
oxnmon  caufe  in  the  exertions  we  arc  called  upon  to  make  i 
and  we  are  made  to  believe  that  there  isfometbing  in  this  war, 
which  m^kes  it  unfit  for  all  fuch  examples  to  be  given. 

An  Honourable  Gentleman   (Mr.  Dundas)   lays,  that  ex- 
penditure 
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peiiXture  will  not  he  t]iminilhed'  on  account  6f  this  Tax— <4t 
will  only  changie  hands—great' fams  will  be  Wanted*  he  fays, ' 
to  clothe  and  to  maintain  the  army.  I  wifli  the  Houfe  to  re- 
mark theexpreffion — I  certainly  believe  him — great  fums  will 
go  to  the  army.  Bat  is  that  any  confohtioa  to  roe  f  If  20ol. 
la  to  be  taken  ont  of  my  pocket,  what  care  I  to  whom  it  is  to 
be  paid?  But  this  very  argument  is  and  ought  to  be  an  obje& 
of  juft  and  ferious  alarm  to  the  nation ;  for  while  thefq  enor- 
moos  fums  are  to  be  paid  into  the  hands'  of  Government  it  be« 
oomes  almoft  die  (ble  confamen  Liet  us  examine  the  bSt. 
One  tenthof  theexpendftureof  the  whole  kingdom  is  e(li«* 
mated  at  7  millions.  That  makes  the  total  expenditure  70 
mitlionj ;  but  perhaps,  as  this  is  not  the  juft  teft»  and  that  there 
may  be  evafion,  the  total  expenditure  may  be  ioo,ooo,oool. 
On  this  ground  it  appears  that  the  public  expenditure  has  been 
between'3o  and  40,ooo»oool.  a  year  doring  this  war.  If  then 
k  be  true  that  the  expences  of  the  war  are  fo  eflential  to  reve- 
nue, what  a  profpefk  for  us  when  tliis  fource  of  revenue  ihall 
be  cut  off!  The  honourable  Gentleman,  infpeakingof  apledg^» 
k  extremely  dedrous  df  overlooking  and  explaining  away  his 
own.  He  is  not  willing  to  remember  the  cmphatical  pledge 
that  he  gave,  never  to  make  peace  with  the  Jacobin  Govern* 
▼ema)entof  France.  What  can  we  expert  from  men  who 
have  through  the  whole  of  the  war  ftirunk  from  every  pledge 
they  have  ever  given  ?  It  is  only  by  their  rehioval  that  the  na-^ 
tion  can  be  faved  from  its  prefent  perilous  fituation..  They 
are  either  fools  or  hypocrites  who  attempt  to  feparate  Minifters 
from  their  meafures,  or  af&d  to  think  that  our  afiairs  can  he 
retri^v^  in  their  hands.  The  country  muft  take  its  fate,  it 
they  are  ib  dull  of  intelle<ft,  or  fo  infatuated  as  Xp  conceive  that 
tliey  can  be  rcfcued  from  their  prefent  fituation  by  the  imbeci- 
lity that  brought  them  into  it.  We  are  called  upon  to  make 
this  dreadful  facrifice  in  order  to  terrify  France !  Wcare  to  give 
up  7,ooo,oool.  in  one  year,  in  addition  to  all  our  other  burdens, 
to  Ihew  to  France,'  that  we  have  what  their  poet  calls  r^mtarras 
des  richiffes.  Terrify  France  !  What,  by  ihewing  that  we  are 
ibrced  to  abandon  the  funded  fyftem,  which  has  fupported  us 
through  fo  many  difficulties,  becaufe  we  dare  no  loiigfcr  perilft 
in  it  ?  Terrify  France— by  an  exadiion  which  will  not  be  paid 
^— which  willconvulfe  the  country  from  one  end  to  the  other— 
or  which,  if  it  were  poffible  to  harbour  the  .frantic^idea  of  its. 
poffibtiity,  would  certainly  paralyze  all  our  future  operations, 
Eod  lay  us  helplels  at  their  feet !  But  is  it  not  too  much  to  call 
fer  unanimity  in  the  further  profecution  of  this  war  ?  They 
wbofe  incapacity  has  b^n  proved  by  a  feries  of  the  moft  unva- 
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ried  difaders,  call  for  tinanimitv  I  Cwi  their  late  a&s,  their 
perfecutions,  their  violences  in  England  and  Scotland,  and  ftill 
snore  fo  in  Ireland,  dclode  the  people  of  France  into  an  idea 
that  they  have  the  hearts  of  xht  country  with  them  ?  Take 
the  converfe  of  the"  propofition.  Would  not  the  minifters 
of  the  Crown  deride  a  declaration  fiom  the  Direftory,  in 
which,  if  a  La  Vendee  were  ftill  raging  in  France  or  Ireland 
now,  they  ftill  talked  of  pofleiBngthe  unanimous  fentitnents of 
the  people.  The  treatment  of  Ireland  was  fuch  as  to  harrow 
up  the  foul — it  was  /hocking  to  the  heart,  to  think  that  a  na- 
tion of  brothers  was  thus  to  be  trampled  on  like  the  moft  re- 
mote colony  of  conquered  ftrangers;  and  it  was  monftrousto 
hear  the  Minifter  talk  of  wielding  Ireland  as  a  weapon  of  force, 
Ireland  which  he  was  now  holding  himfelf  under  a  military 
hand  !  The  honourable  Gentleman  takes  it  amifs  that  my  ho-, 
nourable  Friend  (liould  fay,  that  the  whole  conteft  is  aboot  nine 
or  ten  worthlefs  men  who  are  our  minifters :  and  yet,  can  aay 
man  queftion  the  truth  of  the  aflertion  who  has  obferved  their 
manners  ?  During  the  whole  courfe  of  our  misfortunes  they 
have  hot  failed  in  their  folc  undivided  obje£l*--in  amaffing  for 
themfelves  and  followers.  Places,  Penfions,  Peerages  and  Ho- 
nours. But  what  is  the  true  and  only  ground  of  Unanimity  ? 
In  the  fupport  of  a  Minifter,  confidence  in  the  re£kitude  of 
his  fyftem,  and  in  his  capacity  for  carrying  it  into  e^e£k.  Can 
they  cxpeSl  this  unanimity  ?  Review  their  grounds  of  the  war, 
the  Scheldt,  Flanders,  the  Decree  of  the  19th  of  November, 
&c,  have  they  not  given  up  every  one  of  thefe  motives,  as  well 
as  all  that  followed  them,  atid  their  talents  were  now  employ-r 
ed  in  explaining  away  the  declarations  they  had  made.  They 
could  not,  however,  fo  eafily  explain  away  the  quotation  that 
they  made  from  Virgil.     It  flood  on  record : 

■  potuitquae  plurima  Virtus 
Efle  fiiit,  totj  cercatum  eft  Corpore  regni, 

They  firft  held  out  to  us  the  tempting  occafion  of  attacking 
France,  united  with  ail  Europe.  Year  after  year  their  objeft 
changed,  as  well  as  their  temptation  ;  the  brink  of  bankruptcy; 
ruined  finances;  diftraded  country:  reign  of  terivr  unfup- 
^portable;  reign  of  terror  at  an  end,  and  confequently  thei  vi- 
gour it  created  ;  all  in  their  turn  were  the  baits  they  neld  out, 
and  all,  as  they  failed,  made  way  for  new  delufions.  Every 
thing  was  to  be  effe6ted  by  our  Allies;  and  accordingly  four  mil* 
lions  ope  year,  two  millions  another,  and  two  millions  fent  by 
ftcalth  in  the  third,  were  declared  to  be  the  cheapeft  way  of 
carrying  on  the  war :  <iow  we  are  put  06F  from  this  cheap,  mode 
of  dcfipncc.    I  was  alarn^ed  for  the  confequence ;  fince  being 
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<ut  off  from  this  cheapeft  ipotk,  I  feared  we  mnft  be  forced  to 
take  more  extravagant  means ;  but  here  I  was  happily  difap-^^ 
pointed  ;  for  this  relid*  from  the  Emperor  has  been  accom- 
panied by  lowering  our  Array  and  Navy  at  home.  Where  he 
has  failed,  therefore,  he  hasgained.  Again,  faid  he,  that  there 
was  no  waybf  fupporting  the  Bank  b)t  by  fending  money  tp 
the  Emperor  ;  he  did  fend  it,  and  the  Bank  flopt !  He  is  now 
prevented  from  fending  any  more  money  txi  the  Emperor;  and 
I  undetdimd  that  the  paper  of  the  Bank  is  in  better  credit  than 
ttwafl.!  In  the  fame  manner  every  declaration  that  he  has 
ever  mode  has  failed  him  ;  but  none  fo  lamentably  as  in  his 
finance.  He  has  uniformly,  in  .each  December,  flated  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  year  millions  under  what  it  has  turned  out  to  he ; 
and  yet  he  calls  for  unanimity  1,  He  can  expert  no  unani^ 
mity ;  and  in  truth  there  is  no  remedy  for  our  evils,  but 
Peace.  And  this  is  not  all  ;  we*muft  liave  peace  and  repofe, 
not  merely  by  itie  change  of  Minifters  and  their  condign  pu- 
niihment,  but  by  a  thorough  change  and  reform  in  the  fyftetn 
which  has  brought  us  to  this  ruin,  by  a  return  to  the  principles 
of  hberty,  not  of  power.  Without  this  tliere  can  be  nopre- 
fervation  for  this  country.  I  feel  it  as  my  mofl  folemn  duty  to 
fpeak  out.  Unlefs  Ireland  is  inftantly  conciliated,  and  brought 
hack  to  the  enjoyment  of  its  genuine  rights  and  communion  in 
theConftitjation  ;  unlefs  Scotland  is  alfo  reconciled  ;  unlefs  all 
the  three  kingdoms  are  reftored  to  the  blefEngs  of  that  peace 
and  perftft  freedom  of  which  they  have  been  deprived,  there 
can  be  no  chance  for  the  country  to  rife  out  of  her  prefent  mif- 
fortuaes;  nor  until  you  accompli fli  this  can  you  hope  ever  for 
peace,  bccaufe  until  you  obtain  this  you  cannot  fpeak  to  France 
with  the  japwer  of  union  ;  nor  can  you  delude  the  Direftory 
with  theToaft  of  ftrength  while  they  fee  you  alienating  by  per- 
.  feculion  every  part  of  the  en^pire.  , 

In  the  argument  which  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble 
you  with,  I  nave  not  wandered  from  the  particular  meafure  of 
'  the  day,  becaufe  it  is  infeparable  from  the  caufes  that  have  gi- 
ven rife  to  it.     This  is  no  common  lax  ;  and  it  is  our  duty,  on 
a  c|[ueftion  of  fuch  dreadful  import,  10  follow  tlie  wife  practice 
of  our  ancedors — to  confult  our  conftitucnts.     Do  not  let  us 
delude  oarfelves  by  the  idea  tliat  there  is  no  danger.     It  is  im- 
minent.    No  human  being  can  calculate  the  horrors  to  which 
this  meafure  may  give  rife.    I  deprecate  raftinefs.    I  know  thtit 
men  are  fond  of  talking  of  the  theoretical  bklfings  of  our  Con- 
ftitution — I  fay^  that  unlefs  you  make  the  people  feel  the  prac- 
"  tical  hleffings,  yo  do  nothing.     Talk  of  the  Jacobin  principles 
*  of  the  French  Diredlory  !  No  man  h?.s  made  fo  many  Jadobtns 
.      3G  2  as 
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as  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  ;  and  if  this  fpeafuce  is  to 
he  perfevered  in,  there  is  no  iaying  to  what  wc  (hall  be  driven. 
The  tax  may  be  put  under  the  management  of  the  military, 
it  cannot  be  coIle<aed— wliat  comes  next?— They  may  di- 
Aram,  and  when  they  have  Seized  on  our  beds  and  chairs,  they 
nviy  take  our  perfons-— ^ip«/m  opcsy  primum,  et  p9ji  in  corpora 
fervlrL     Is  fuch  a  meafure  to  be  hurried  tli rough  this  Houic? 
I  am  guilty  of  no  exaggeration.     I  am  Aire  that  if  time  be 
given,  you  'will  have  from  all  the  great  towns,  from  Bsriftdi» 
Birminghani,  Mancheller,  Liverpool^  and  elfewhere,  rei^on* 
jlrahces  as  (Irong  as  thofe  you  have  feen  from  the  city  of 
London,  from  my  conftituents,  and  from  the  Borough  of 
Southwark.     I  fliudder  at  the  confequences  if  you  perfift. 
They  may  be  dreadful.     It^ls  only  by  a  quick  return  to  the 
■genuine  principles  of  our  anceftors  that  we  can  be  fafe.     if 
we  do  npt,  I  can  only  fay  that  **  the  days  of  thefe  kingdoms 
are  numbered  and  that  their  ruin  is  not  diftant."— The  hon. 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Oiindas)  has  faid,  that  "  if  there  were  men 
who  coiild  give  peace  to  the  country,  without   throwing 
'^things  Into  Confufion,  the  prefent  Minifters  would  be  the 
bafeft  of  mankind  if  they  did  *  not  yield  and  make  way  for 
<hem."     If  there  are  any  men  who  feel  therafelves  capaUe 
of  reftoring  peace  to  thefe  kingdoms,  without  a  change  of 
.fyftetn,  or  reftorihg  the  conftitution  to  its  vigour,  I  can  only 
\  fay  they  are  more  languine  than  I  am.     I  can  fpeak  withdut 
any  perfonal  motive  on  the  fubjeft,  for  I  publicly  declare, 
'th4t  I  never  will  have  a  feat,  high  or  low,  in  any  adminiftra- 
tion,  until  public  opinion  (hall  have  decided  for  a  thorough 
^and  perfeft  reform  of  all  our  abufes,  and  for  a  direct  return 
to  the  genuine  principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitution.    If  there 
are  tpen  bold  and  fanguine  enough  to  think  that  they  can  not 
;only  procure  peace  but  tr^nq^ize  the  country  withmit  this^ 
let  ;thcm  trv  il-^but  I  willmakfm  part  in  any  fuch  admlnljlratim^ 
.   .  .The   Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  before  I  proceed  to 
:  make  any  remark  upon  the  wide  variety  of  topics  which  the 
.  honourable  Gentlemen  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  have 
introduced,  I  (hall  juft  advert  to  the  lall  point  on  which  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  infiftcd.     The  other  parts  of 
his  fpeech  were  direded  againft  the  whole  of  the  meafure  in 
fubftancei  but  in  the  latter  part  he  feparately  urged  the  pro- 
priety of.  delay.     The  right  hoixourable  Gentleman  founds 
this  argument  for  delay  upon  the  agitation  which  this  quef- 
tion  has  excited  in  the  public  mind  and  the  objedions  to 
^'hich  the  meafure  is  liable  in  its  application  to  a  great 
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Xiudiber  o(  his  confiituents.  I  ,am  aware  that  in  aU  great 
town^y  particutarly  in  the  metropolis,  the  DbjeSions  wilj  lie 
felt  with  peculiar  force,  but  at  the  fame  time  I  am  renfibte 
ih^t  in  the  providons'  of 'w^i^ich  the'1)ill  is  fufceptible  many 

^modifications  may  be  expected,  many  are  pradicable  con- 
fiftentiy  with  tiie  leading  principle  of  the  meafure,  and  many 
are  neceflary  in  order,  as  far  as  poiTible^  to  prevent  it  from 
bearing  hard  in  particular  inftances.  I  am  aware  even  that 
greater  modifications  may  be  neceflary  than  appeared  to  me 
reqiiifite  upon  the  firil  confideration  of  the  ftibjefl,  and  when 
the  firft  imperfed  Outline  of  it  was  prefcnted.  THis,  how- 
ever, does  not  by  any  means  tend  to  impeach  the  general 
principle  of  the  meafure.  Thefe  objedlions  are  capable  of 
modification  without  defeating  the  falutary  6bje<£l 'which  it  is 
the  purpofe  of  the  meafure  to  fecure.  Inftcad  of  feeh'ng 
thefe  objections  as  completely  deffrudlive  of  the  jprinciple, 
every  hour's  reflexion  convinces  me  that  though  it  is  our 
duty  to  enquire  in  what  refpe£ts  modification  may  be  proper, 
how  it  may  be  practicable,  how  mitigation  may  be  giveii  fo 
as  to  prevent  any  opprpflive  application  of  the  iiieafure,  yet 
as  to  the  general  neceflity  of  providing,  for  the  public  fafety, 
and  repelling  the  danger  by  which  we  are  threafened,"6n  the 
determination  we  fliall,  form  upon  this  quqftion' after  mature 
difcuffion,  demands,  whether  by  the  aftion'we  have  pledged, 
ourfelves  to  make,  we  fhall  refciie  the  country  frorn  im- 
pendinjg  calamity,  and  lay  the  foundation  of  as' great  a'por- 

.tion  ot  future  greatncfs  and  profperity  as  any  nation  ever 

^cnjoyeil,  or  whether  Ve  (hall  fiirr^nder  the  dignity  of^  the 
Britifli  nation,  and  expofe  to  inevitable  ruin  the  fources  of 
its  glory  and  its  power.  Feelipg  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  that  it  is  our  duty  r*         *  j    i*     .^  r-  «.         .     . 

.  eflential  objects,  we  (hall ' 
fliall  fpare  no  pains,  we  <1      ^ 

every  partial  opinion  to  a^TOnfcioufnefs  of  the  neceflity' 
v/hich  we  are  placed,  to  make  a  vigorous  exertion,  reel- 
ing as  I  do  that  neceffity,  1  know  my  duty  too  i^'ell  not  to 
perfift  in  what  I  conceive  t«  be  a  meafure  calculated*  to  lave 
the  country  from  the  prefent  danger,  and  to  enable  it  to 

-  finigglc;  agaii\il  future  attacks.  It  is  our'firft  duty,  as  guar- 
d^ns  to  provide  for  its  prefent  fafety,  and  to  tranfmit  to 
poilerif  y.  the  bleflings  which  we  have  enjoyed,  and  the  means 
of  preserving  th^m.  It  is  by'  thefe  connderaiions  that' our 
condud  ought  to  be  directed  ;  it  is  by  thefe  great  i^axims  ^f 
|>9licy  that  the  meafure  ought  to  be  judged. 

Can 


3H  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENT ARV  REPORtS.       ^Cohtuomt, 

^  Can  we  then  conceive  it  our  duty,  on  account  of  fome  par« 
ticular  obje£lLons  of  fbme  alledged  hardibip  of  application 
lo  hang  up  the  bill  altogether  before  its  providods  nave  been 
difcufled,  before  its  details  have  been  arranged  ?  Muft  we 
forego  the  opportunity  of  fuggefting  the  cafe  where  the  evil 
would  be  felt,  of  removing  prejudice  wher^  it  exifts,  and 
obviating  objefiions  where  they  are  well  founded  ?  Indead' 
of  agreeing  to  any  delay  both  in  real  refpe£l  to  thofe  who 
complain  of  the  hardfhfj)  with  which  the  bill  in  Its  prefent 
ihape  would  attach,  in  duty  to  the  public  for  the  fervice  of 
which,  in  this  important  criCs  we  arfe  called  upon  to  pro- 
vide, we  oqght  to  lofe  no  time  to  examine  the  bill  with  thfe 
utmoft  attention,  and  fee  where  the  preflure  which  it  would 
occafion  may  be  tnitigated.  What  are  the  particulars  and 
extent  of  the  farther  modifications  which  it  may  ftill  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  introduce,,  it  will  not  be  incumbent  upon  me  now 
to  ftate.  It  will  be  recolleScd  that,  when  1  firft  opened  the 
fubjed,  I  ftated  that  as  a  vifible  criterion  of  income,  I  pre- 
ferred the  payment  of  the  afleffed  taxes,  becaufe  it  was  more 
comprehenfive,  better  calculated  to  diiFufe  the  burden,  more 
fufceptible  of  modification  In  the  various  clafies  where  it 
would  be  required,  than  any  other  criterion  which  could  be 
taken.  It  will  be  recoUedied,  not  by  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman who  had  thought  it  proper  to  abfent  himfelf  from  his 
attendance  in  Parlian^ent,  but  it  will  be  recolleded  by  the 
Houfe,  that  one  great  recommendation  of  this  criterion  I 
dated  to  be,  that  the  principle  being  ftill  preferved,  it  fiir- 
niflied  greater  means  of  modification,  more  opportunity  for 
providing  for  the  particular  cafes  of  hardfliips  and  incon- 
venience than  any.  other  criterion  which  could  be  adopted. 
The  means  of  this  modification,  are  now  in  our  power,  and 
we  (hall  but  perform  our  duty  to  our  conftituents,  by  (hew- 
ing our  rcadinefs  to  confider  the  inconvenience,  and  to  ap- 
ply the  remedy.  That  many  modifications  are  neccflary  I 
am  aware,  and  in  the  Committee,  both  thofe  which  I  may 
propofe,.  and  which  others  may  fuggeft,  will  be  confidered/ 
This  I  truft  will  be  a  fufficient  anfwcr  to  what  fell  from  a 
worthy  Alderman. (Lufliington)  at  the  beginning  of  the  de- 
bate. Much  as  I  differ  from  that  honourable  Gentleman  as 
to  the  eitent  of  the  abatement,  and  the  nature  of  the  fcalc  of 
contribution  he  propofed,  I  was  glad  to  hear  the  manly  and 
decided  manner  in  which  he  enforced  the  neceflity  of  great, 
exertion,  and  the  propriety  of  raifing  a  confiderable  furii, 
without  recurring  to  the  fyftcm  of  funding.     I  am  convinced 
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that  the  fcntiments  he  cxpreflTed  were  congenial  to  the  feel- 
ings of  a  great  majority  of  his  conftituents  and  of  the  coun- 
try, and  I  could  not  help  remarking  the  contrail  between  the 
language  he  Jield,  and  the  tone  of  the  honourable  Gentle- 
man on  the  other  fide^  compared  with  the  fentiments  of  their 
refpe£live  condituents,  in  the  indiTcriminate  oppofltion  to 
every  part  of  the  plan,  which  charaftcrifed  the  fpeeches  of 
bbth  the  hoo.  Gentlemen. 

Having  made  thefc  obfervations  on  the  qneftion  of  delay, 
I  (hall  proceed  flionly  to  confiddr  fome  of  the  other  topics 
QH  which  the  honourable  Gentlemen  infifted.  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  the  wide  field  of  argument  which  they  took  up  ;  I 
know  that  in  a  Parliamentary  fcnfe  they  were  regular; 
whether  they  were  juftifiable  in  the  ufe  they  made  of  this 
privilege,  and  whether  they  made  a  proper  choice  of  the 
topics  which  they  introduced  on  the  prefent  fubjed^  I  (hall 
leave  for  the  Houfe  to  determine.  The  objcft  of  this  bill 
ihortly  is,  for  an  extraordinary  grant  of  money  for  t]}e  fup- 
port  of  the  war  j  it  propofes  to  raife  within  the  year  a  cer- 
tain part  of  the  fupplies,  by  a  tax  on  income,  on  the  vifible 
criterion  of  the  afleU'ed  taxes,  fubjefl  to  modification  as  cir- 
cumftances  may  require.  In  conlidering  the  whole  of  the 
cafe  then,  the  firft  queftion  that  occurs  is,  whether  it  is  pro- 
per to  grant  any  money  at  alH  Then,  whether  the  principle 
^  of  raifing  a  certain  part  within  the  year  ought  to  be  admit- 
ted  ?  And,  thirdly,  whether  by. this  criterion  attaching  to  in- 
come in  the  courfe  of  expenditure,  the  bttrden*  would  in 
general  be  fairly  apportioned  ?  As  to  the  firft  point,  whether 
any  money  at  all  ought  to  be  granted,  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Sheridan)  though  he  did  not  fay  fo  in  very 
words,  by  the  whole  of  his  argument  fuppofed  the  negative, 
'The  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  fpokc  laft  diflindly 
argued,  that  while  Minifters  continued  in  power,  he  could 
not  agree  to  any  fupplies  being  granted.  In  dating  this  to 
have  been  their  meaning,  I  am  endeavouring  to  do  juflice  to 
their  mode  of  reafoning.  Unlefs  upon  this  idea,  more  than 
three-fourths  of  their  obfervations  were  irrelevant  to  the  fub- 
jeft  now  before  the  Houfe  If  they  do  not  contend  that 
peace  cannot  be  obtained  by  the  prefent  Minifters,  that  they 
ought  to  be  difmilfed  before  any  fcheme  of  fupply  can  at  all 
te  a  fit  fubjeft  for  difcuifion,  the  greater  part  of  their  argu- 
ment is  quite  foreign  to  the  matter  now  under  confideration. 
•  The  right  honourable  Gentleman,  while  he  argues  that  my 
•^|)0|ioural>le  Friend  (Mr.  Durtdasj  confidered  the  majority  c( 
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tlie  Ho^(e  and  his  Majefty's  Minifters  as  the  famei  forgets  that 
His  honourable  File  nd  (Mr.  Sheridan)  when  he  talked  of  our 
going  out  of  our  places,  did  not  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  Houfc^ 
hut  gave,  it  as  a  very  friendly  advice  no  doubt,  perfonally  to 
us.  It  was  exprcffed  with  a  hope  that  we  would  of  ourfelvcs 
abandon  the  offices  we  held  as  the  means  of  obtaining  peace. 
The  honourable  Gentleman  then  mnfl  fettle  this  inconfiftencjr* 
v^ith  his  honourable  Friend  beiule  him.  But  before  the  ho- 
nourable Gentleman,  with  all  his  talents,  can  dcmonftrate  the- 
propriety  of  our  difmiffal,  he  ought  to  (hew  that  tl^e  nine  per- 
fons  whom  he  propofes  to  pick  up  l^ctwccn  London  and  Wihd- 
for  will  adminifter  the  public  affairs  l>etterthan  thofe  by  whom 
they  are  now  adminiftercd ;  lie  muft  bring  forward  fomethifig' 
more  conclufive  and  more  convincing  than  any  thing  he  had  , 
to  offer  when  the  difmiffal  of  Minifters  was  laft  difcufled,  the 
failure  of  which  attempt  had  induced  him  to  quit  the  fervice  of. 
his  conftitoentSj  and  his  defpair  of  fuccefs  had  led  him  toab* 
dicatc  bis  public  charafter.  If  I  undcrftand  him  right,  he  con-. 
fidcrs  as  preliminary  to  every  meafurc  of  public  defence,  to 
every  exertion  in  fupport  of  the  war,  a  radicaj  change  is.neccf- 
fary.  What  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  means  by  this 
preliminary,  expreflcd  in  a  manner  fo  large  and  comprehenfiver 
in  terms  no  Icfs  obfcure  than  undefined,  whether  a  ParUamen- 
tary  Reform  is  to  be  only  a  part  of  this  fwceping  change,  how: 
this  change  of  fy  ft  em  is  to  ojjerate  as  a  means  of  favtng  the 
country,  how  this  unlimited  change  is  to  conduce  to  the  public 
,fafety,  in  preparing  exertion  arjd  in  repellii\g  danger,  I  am  re-» 
ally  at  a  loft  to  conceive.  In  conftdering  the  propriety  of  fuch 
a  change  of  fyftem,  or  preliminary,  the  introduftion  of  new 
rocn  ItUo  office,  it  certainly  will  be  important  for  the  Houfc  to 
confider,  v/hether  fuch  a  change  of  Minifters  is  calculated  to 
fccurc  us  againft  the  dangers  with  which  we  are  threatened, 
whether  \z  is  calculated  to  check  the  ambition  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  procure  a  peace  that  will  iitisfy  the  honour  of  the  na* 
tion,  and  preferve  the  fources  of  the  public  wealth  and  profpe-. 
rity.  But  the  honourable  Gentleman  fays,  that  the  whole 
tenor  of  our  language  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefcnt  couteft 
was,  that  no  peace  could  be  made  with  the  Jacobin  Republic, 
and  that  France  is  thus  juftified  in  refofir^  to  make  peace  with, 
theprefent  Adminiftration.  At  no  period  of  the  war  did  wi 
ever  exprefs  fuch  a  fentiment,  or  even  entertain  the  idea  that 
no  peace  could  be  n^ade  with  Republican  France,  1  remem- 
ber the  quotation  from  Virgil  to  whici)  he  has  alluded,  an^ 
as-  far  as  I  can  recolle£l  It  was  ufed  in  one  of  thofe  debates 
in  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  propofed  that  over- 

turA 
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tures  (hooM  be  made  for  peace  at  a  period  when  we  contended 
tjiat  no  fecurityrfbr  peace  could  be  obtained,  and  that  the  evils 
of  war  were  not  to  be  compared  to  the  inadequate  peace  which 
then  coifid  have  been  concluded.  The  right  honourable  Gen» 
tleman  then  urged  the  qucftion,  whether  no  extremity  pf  dan- 
ger could  induce  us  to  make  fuch  overtures?  I  then  anfwered, 
that  this  muft  ever  be  a  queftion  of  com  pari  fon,  that  we  muft 
decide  as  circumflances  might  arife,  and  at  lead  we  ought  to 
perfdvere  till  our  means  wel'e  exhaufled,  till,  we  could  fupport 
the  conteft  no  longer,  and  we  could  fay  \ 

Toto  ccrtatnm  eft  corpore  regm. , 
The  honourable  Gentleman  fays,  that  die  meaning  of  Virgil 
cannot  be  explained  away,  but  he  feemed  to  think  that  Virgifs 
language  miglu  he  imp-oved.  The  honourable  Gentleipan 
urged  the  propriety  of  making  overtures  even  at  tliat  period, 
and  contended,  as  he  often  h;jd  done,  that  if  reafonable  terms, 
of  peace  were  refufed,  it  would  unite  England  and  divide  France. 
He  then  retorted,  that  after  fuch  overtures  were  reje£lcd 

Tou  certandum  efl  corpore  rfgn'i. 
The  hononrable  Gentleman  has  now  feen  thefe  overtures  wade 
and  rejefted ;  and  now,  when  he  wi flies  to  bind  me  down  to 
the  meaning  of  Virgil,  I  think  he  ought  not  to  forget  his  La- 
tin pledge,  if  the  h.-»nouraL?o  Gentleman  has  feen  that  alj 
attempts  at  negotiation  have  been  unavailable,  if  he  can  look 
to  any  period  in  which  he  is  called  uj)on  to  fulfil  his  pledge,  if 
he  means  to  aniaiatc  the  puldic  exertions,  to  exhort  to  perfe-r 
verance,  to  ftimulate  their  zeal  for  ihe  maintenance  of  the  na- 
tional honour  and  the  national  fafety,  at  a  moment  when  thcfe 
objefis  are  thus  unequivocally  ftated,  he  would  not,  as  he  now 
does*  attempt  to  difarm  their  courage  af\d  to  diftradl  their  ef- 
forts. What  did  the  honourable  Gentleman  cxpeft  from  the 
overtures  he  projx>fed  ?  What  degree  of  infult  and  contumely 
did  he  lay  his  account  to  endure  b''.fore  he  was  to  be  roufed  to 
energy  and  to  honour?  Die]  he  cxpeft  any  thing  more  infu  Ic- 
ing than  the  reception  our  overtures  had  obtained,  any  tiling 
more  repulfivc,  more  liaughty,  m'>re  injuricus,  than  the  pro-  ' 
ccedlngs  of  the  enemy  ;  any  thing  more  d-cilivc  of  their  deter- 
mined fpirit  of  hoftility  than  their  rcfuLil  to  difcufs  the  termj 
we  propofed,  or  to  propofr  anv  it;rms  in  their  turn  on  which 
they  were  willinc;  to  conclud?-  a  peace?  If  any  thing  can  meet 
the  honourable  Gentleman's  ideas  of  infult  fufficiently  humi- 
liating to  require  him  to  a<St  vp<>n  his  pledge,  bt  him  look  to 
the  negotiarifMi  at  Lifle,  ami  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  u,Toa 
that  occaiion.  The  honouiahlo  Cientlcman,  though  he  ad- 
iiiitted  formerly  that  there  might  he  occafions  tp  demand  una- 
VoL.  I.   1797.  3  D  nimiiy 
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nimity  and  exertion,  thinks  himfelf  freed  from  Ilis  pledge  be- 
caufc  Minirters  were  never  finccre  in  their  exertions  for  peace^ 
and  France  was  juflified  in  refufing  to  treat  with  them.  But 
when  Jkl  tiie  honourable  Gentleman  difcovcr  this?  When 
did  the  Fight  flaJh  upon  his  mind  that  MfHifters  originally 
were  hoiVjIe  to  the  Republican  Government  of  France,  ana 
thercfoR-  could  not  be  fuicert?  It  is  fome w hat  furpriling  that 
tliis  never  occuned  to  the  hononraWe  Gentleman  before  the 
pledge  was  given >  infl^ad  of  difcovering  it  as  our  apology 
for  eluding  the  pledge  after  it  was  given.  If  the  diflike  of 
Minirters  to  French  principles  proves  their  aggreffion,  and 
jurtifies  the  hoftility  ot  the  enemy,  this  cannot  be  a  new  dif- 
covery  ;  it  certainly  would  have  juftified  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman in  diftrufting  any  efforts  they  mi^ht  makc>  even 
while  ihey  urged  the  overtures,  on  the  refufal  of  which  they 
promifed  unanimity,  as  now  when  they  have  feen  their  over- 
tures made  without  effeft.  The  declaration  of  France  at  the 
beginning  of  the  conteft,  proved  that  on  their  fide  it  was  a 
war  of  aggreffion,  and  on  our's  a  war  of  n^ceffity  and  good 
faith  towards  our  allies.  If  Minifters  did  at  firft  fee  the  dan- 
ger of  French  principles  withoW  embarking  in  the  conteft, 
muft  they  have  been  the  aggreffors  when  they  faw  their  fears 
valued  in  the  aflual  aggreffion  in  which  the  principles  they 
had-  apprehended  finally  terminated  ?  At  no  period  of  thfe 
conteft  did  we  fay  there  could  be  no  peace  with  republican 
France.  We  faid  that  for  peace  we  would  not  agree  to  prof- 
trate  the  nation  at  the  feet  of  the  enemy  ;  that  we  could  not 
agree  to  give  up  what  was  eiFeniial  to  the  fafety  of  the  coun«- 
try.  If  the  honourable  Gentleman  can  prove  that  we  have 
applied  for  peace,  difowning  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  aban- 
doning the  principles  on  which  the  prefent  fafety  and  future 
profperity  of  the  country  are  founded,  he  would  prove  that 
we  confidcred  the  perioid  arrived  when  every  exertion  had 
been  made,  and  when  the  ftruggle  was  to  he  given  up  bccaufe 
h  could  no  longer  be  fupported.  The  honourable  Gentle- 
man, however,  does  not  fay  that  we  have  aded  in  this  man- 
ner. What  then  are  the  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  uni- 
formly, or  rather  with  growing  zeal  and  devotion,  have  con- 
tended that  the  war  was  iuft  on  the  part  of  France,  and  un- 
juft  upon  the  fide  of  this  country  ?  Have  they  not  repeatedly 
foid  on  former  occafions,  that  our  ordinary  refources  were 
exhaufted?  And  to-day,  with  myfterious  nlence,  they  pafs 
over  the  fubjefi,  arid  cajJtioufly  decline  giving  any  opinion 
on  the  efficacy  of  former  refoui^ces,  while  they  reprobate  new 

expedients  ^ 
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expp^ients ;  and  fay  nothing  aboiit  the  propriety  of  ccforting 
to  the  funding  fyftem,  while  they  condemn  the  principle  of 
every  plan  by  which  il  n)ay  be  relieved.  The  honourable 
Geiitlenieo  have  faid^  that  our  ordinary  fourcjcs  are  exhauft* 
ed)  and  that  no  extraordinary  ren)urces  can.be  employed.  I 
leave  it  tp  the  Houfe  then  to  judge  how  far  thole,  who  in 
principle  give  the  enemy  a  right  to  aflc  all,  who,  by  decrying 
our  refourcesi  giv/e  them  conhdence  to  advance  every  preten- 
fion  by  kindly  informing  them,  that  from  our  in?ibiiity  to 
refift,  they  may  extort  whatever  they  demand,  are  the  true 
friendi  to  their  country,  or  the  cnlightei^ed  adv'ocate$  of 
peace?  I  am  conviDce«i,tliat  the  majority  of  the  Houfe  aqd 
of  the  country  will  fed  that  peace  is  not  likely  tp  be  obtain- 
ed upon  terms  confident  with  our  honour  or  our  fafeiy,  by 
difmiilSng  Miniilers,  if  they  are  to  be  followed  by  men  who 
have  ever  viewed  with  kindnefs  the  principles  of  the  enemy  ; 
by  inen  wjio  have  juftificd  every  aft  of  the  enemy^  while  they 
have  traduced  every  meafure  of  the  Britilh  Qoyernmeot ;  by 
men  who  have  extolled  the  refourccs  of  the  French,  with  a 
zealequalied  only  by  the  perfeverance  with  which  tjiey  have. 
depreciated  the^ergy  and  the  rcfources  of  their  own  cout^- 
try*  Whatever  opinions  fi|ich  i^n  profefs  to  have  of  the 
fincerity  of  Nfinifters,  of  their  capacity  for  th^  conduft  gf 
afcirs ;  whatever  copclufions  ihey  may  draw  from  th^  re- 
view of  the  6nances  and  the  magnitude  of  our  expence^  I 
leave  it  to  the  country  aiid  to  the  world  to  determine^ .  whe- 
ther, ^under  fuch  aufpices,  there  could  be  any  chance  of  peSi9e 
upon  terms  ihort  of  the  bafefl  humiliation  to  an  infolent  foe, 
and  the  n^oft  criminal  furrender  of  every  principle  of  naiion^l 
honour^  and  every  fourpe  of  national  greatncfa. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  fpeaks  of  peace  a^  abfoUitely 
necelCiry,  but  has  the  honourable  Gentleman  explained  how 
peace  Uto  be  obtained.  After  encouraging  the  perfeverance 
of  the  enemy  in  their  wild  and  deArudive  def]gns»  by  hplding 
out  how  little  refiftance  we  can  oppofe  to  their  attempts,  the 
honourable  Gentleman  fays  not  a  word  of  this.  He  thinks 
he  does  his  duty  to  his  country  and  his  conilttuents  by  cn« 
forcing  the  neceflity  of  peace,  without  faying  a  fyllable  of 
the  means  of  pacification.  Becaufe  he  thinks  peace  cannot 
be  obtained  without  a  change  of  fyftem,  he  would  in  the 
mean  time  fufpend  all  grants  of  fupply.  After  di(avowing 
every  opinion  we  have  pronounced,  after  recanting  every 
principle  we  have  maintained,  after  abandoning  every 
pledge  we  have  given,  after  hegleding  every  means  of  de- 
feacey  and  renouncing  every  manly  exertion,  how  would  the 
3  D  2  honour- 
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honourable  Gentleman  have  us  appeafe  the  fury  of  the 
enemy,  and  to  fecure  the  fafety  of  England  ?  Why  there 
muft  be  a  total  change  of  fyflem  in  England  and  Ireland ! 
Till  .Ireland  was  in  a  better  fituatiori  France  could  have  no 
inducement  tomake  peace  ?  What  this  change,  *(b  myftc- 
rioufly  announced  is  to  be  in  detail,  we  are  left* to  guefs. 
Are  you  to  ne^ed  the  means  of  defence,  if  you  cannot  per- 
fuade  the  enemy  to  make  peace.  The  cfhange  which  the 
honourable  Gentleman  recommends,  1  fufpe<5  would  be  to 
remove  thofc  diftinftions,  and  to  fweep  away  thofe- privi- 
leges which  have  raifed  the  hatred  and  the  envy  of  France  ; 
but  the  honourable  Gentleman  contends  that  the  French 
i¥Ould  be  juftified  in  refufing  te  make  peace,  becaufe  Ireland 
is  not  unanimous  ;  but  would  he  confider  Minifters  juftified 
in  refufiug  to  make  peace,  becaufe  La  Vendee  was  in  a  ilate 
of  ln4urre£lton  ?  If  in  his  eyes  this  would  be  an  infufficient 
xeafon  for  refufmg  to  make  peace  with  France,  when^ nearly 
one-fourth  of  its  inhabitants  were  in  a  ftate  of  open  hoftility 
•  againft  the  tyranny  under  which  they  were  opprcfled ;  will 
he  fay  that  it  is  reafon  for  the  perfevering  hoftility  of  the 
enemy,  that  Ireland  is  in  a  ftate  of  danger,  ariftng  from  the 
neceffary  exertion  of  vigour  to  refift  the  operation  of  French 

frinciples  diffufed  every  where  with  fuch  afliduity,  and  in 
reland  with  peculiar  fuccefs  ;  circulated  with  that  induftry 
which  they  have  ever  fliewn  to  fupplant  by  their  defolating 
principles  of  liberty,  the  real  pradical  bleflings  of  the  Britifh 

'  conftf tution  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declared,  he  could  not  con  - 

'  Ceive  how  th;*t  d*?gree  of  perfeft  unanimity,'  which  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  feemed  td  think  fo  netefraVy,  could  be 

'  ohtamed  while  thefe  principles  were  diifemmated  witli  fuch  in- 

■  duftry ;  but  this  was  not  the  twne  to  enter  into  this  dicufiion  ; 
and<he  had  only  alluded  to  this  fubjeft,  to  (hew  the  confiftcncy 
of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman's  argument,  when  applied 
to  the  cafe  of  La  Vendee;  But  after  ali,  did  the  right  honour- 
able'Gsntiemtiri  feriouily  imagine  that  he  had  convinted  the 
Houfe  that  it  was  unncceffary  for  them  to  make  gre^tt  efforts  ? 
He  had  rchedj  much  upon  the  declarations  which  had  been 
made  out  of  doors  refpeding  this  tax ;  as  far  as  the  public  opi- 
nion accorded  with  the  right  honourable  Gentltfjuan*^  views, 
fo  far  he  feemed  inclmed  to  treat  it  with  refpe^l ;  bathe  totally 
laid  out  of  his  confideration  thofc  fentiments  whici^  accompa- 
nied thofe  declarations.  Though,  in  fome  inftances^  the  peo- 
ple h  Ad  cxpreffcd  their  difapprol>atioa  of  this  tax,  inita  -prcfent 

.       .  ftate, 
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flate,  without  any  of  the  alterations  and  modifications  which  it 
would  be  neccflary  to  roake,  yet  they  never  went  the  lengdi 
of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  and  faid,  that  no  fuppTies 
at  all  ought  to  be  raifed ;  on  the  contrary,  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Borough  of  Southwark.  they  had  expreffed  the  ftrongeft  fenfc 
of  the  neccflity  of  making  great  and  vigorous  exertions  for  the 
puhhc  defence.     Could  this  be  a  fubjea  of  doubt,  after  all  the 
Papers  relative  to  the  rupture  of  the  Negociation  had  been  laid 
before  the  Houfc,  and  above  all,  fince  they  had  feen  the  late 
Proclamajion  of  the  Dircflory  ?  Indeed  he'fhould  feel  afhamed 
if  it  could  now  become  matter  of  argument.     If  tlien  it  might 
be  afTomed,  as  an  indifputable  proportion,  that  great  and  vigor- 
ous exertions  were  ncceffary  at  the  prefent  arduous  crifis,  the 
next  point  for  confidcration  was,  whether  a  large  part  of  the 
fupplies  of  the  year  ought  to  be  raifed,  by  the  mode  now  pro* 
pofed,'  within  the  year;  or  whether  the  whole  (hould  be  raifed 
by  the  old  fyftem  of  funding  ?    This  v\'as  the  real  (jueftion  for 
confideration  :  but,  inltead  of  difcufTtng  it,  the  Gerttlemen  on 
the  other  fide  had  exerted  all  their  abilities  to  prove  that  we  ought 
to  make  no  eftbrts  at  all.     They  had  !\ever  given  any  anfwer 
to  the  only  important  queftion,  viz.  If  great  exertions  were  nc- 
ceffary, how  they  were  to  be  made?  Inftead  of  this,  they  had 
only  faid,  that  a  propofal  to  depart  from  the  Funding  Syftem 
came  with  a  very  bad  grace  from  hrm,  whohad  funded  fomuch* 
This  could  not  be  confidered  as  a  very  ftrong  "argument ;  and 
he  (hould  have  thought,  that  the  Gentlemen  after  fo  long  an 
abfcnce  from  their  Parliamentary  duty,  wouldhave difcovered 
fome  more  efficacious  mode  of  reafoning,  than  to  fay,  "  Do 
not  adopt  a  good  meafure,  becaufe  you  ought  to  have  adopted 
it  iboner.*'   Surely  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  ex|}e<El,  from  a  grave 
and  experienced  Staiefman,  fomething  more  than  a  declaration, 
that  if  any  means  could  be  devifcd.  to  raife  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Supplies  within  the  year,  and  if  thefe  means  were  in  their 
•    nature   unobjcftionable,  he  ihoold  not  oppofe  them.     This 
could  not  be  confidered  as  a  very  great  inftance  of  condcfcen- 
fion.     However,  the  principal  objedhon  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  feemed  to  be,  that  thofe  extraordinary  means 
ought  not  to  be  reforted  to  now,  when  a  great  and  obvious  ne^ 
ceffity  exifted,  bccaufe  we  had  not  employed  them  when  no 
fuch  neceffity  did  exift. 

But  Gentlemen  feemed  to  confuler,  that  by  adopting  the 
prefent  mode»of  raifing  a  part  of  the  Supply,  the  fyftem  of 
funding  was  to  be  given  up,  and  the  prefent  fubftituted  in  its 
room.  If  Gentlemen  had  been  prefent  in  their  places  when 
this  meafure  was  ftrft  propofcd,  they  would  have  known  that 

the 
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f^e  funding  (yflein  was  not  given  up ,  on  the  oontrary,  he  had 
propofed  tmt  the  larger  part  of  the  fupplies  of  the  yenr  {hoiild 
be  raifed  by  way  of  loan.  It  was  thought  advisable,  as  the 
ftinds  had  teen  lo  much  incrcafed,  to  eafe  them,  by  procuring 
a  large  patt  of  the  fupplies  in  a  diff?rent  mode ;  therefore,  fo  far 
from  giving  up  the  fyftem  of  fuilding,  the  prefent  plan  was 
intended  to  relieve  it.  That  this  objeft,  if  it  could  be  attained, 
would  be  moft  dcfirable,  could  not  be  queftioned, even  by  tliofc 
who  difliked  the  prefent  tax.  Having  faid  thus  much,  he  did  not 
think  it  ncceffary  to  argue  this  point  more  at  length  npon  the 
prefent  occalion»  The  point  that  called  particulaily  forthecoii- 
fidtr  t'toti  of  the  Houfe  was  this,  aflumin^  that  it  was  neccflary 
to  raite  a  large  fum  within  the  year;  was  the  prefent  plan,  tlic 
mod  expedient,  and  the  moft  likely  to  he  e<Fe£tual  r  In  confi- 
dering  this  fubjcft,  the  two  honourable*  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  fide  had  aigued  very  differently.  The  firft  called  it  a  tax 
upon  property — the  orher,  a  general  tax  upon  income*  The. 
latter  was  nearer  the  truth,  but  neither  of  them  were  correfiL 
With  refpeft  to  the  honourable  Gentleman  who  called  this  a 
tax  upon  pfojierty,  it  wa$  aflonifhing  that  he  (lioukl  be  (b'-tit 
informed  of  wbar  paiicd  in  that  tioufe,  even  though  he  was 
abfent,  as  to  ftate  as  arguments  againft  this  plan,  the  very  to- 
pics whicU.he  (Mr..Pirt)  had  urged  in  order  to  olwiate  foiae 
objections  which  had  been  made  lo  it.  1  he  hoHourablc  Gen* 
tleraan  had  contended,  that  a  talc  upon  property,  fuppofing  it 
pofifble  that  the  amount  of  the  pro|H.'rty  could  he  afcertainei!, 
WOiald'nc>t  be  9  proper  me^fore.  In  this  opinion,  howevcrr  tbe 
honourable  Gentleman  dil£;red  from  -thofe  declarations  out  pf 
doors. againA  thi«  ux,  upon  which  fomudv  rdiance  had  betB 
placed  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houlc.  liowever,  ihe  lK>noor- 
able  Gentleman  had  pu(hed  this  nrguintni  to  a  grater  length 
than  he  had  done.  He  (Mr.Putj  had  faid  t.iat  if  th:!  amount 
of  every  man's  property  could  l>e  af*  crtaincd,  it  would  l)e-» 
moft  defiraljle  thing  to  make  ihe  people  contribute  tp  the 
public  ea^igcnce,  in  prr>^x>rtK)n  to  ihcir  wealth.  But  <berecx- 
ifted  no  meijns  of  atVcrtaining  ihe  i>)0()eity  ^individuals,  ex- 
cept fuch  as  were  of  a  nature  that  could  not  be  refoited  to. 
Inflead,  therefore,  of  a. tax  upon  prnpefty,  this  was  what  be 
had  ftatcd  U  to  |>e,  a  Tax  upon  general  Expenditure  i  in  open- 
ing it  to  the  Houfe,  he  had  anticipated  an  objedlion  wUicli  be 
thought  would  1^  made,  viz.  that  this  tax  apphed  pnly  to 
fuch  income  as  was  in  expenditure.  1  his  was  an  inconve- 
nience which  it  was  impoflible  to  avoid,  without  having  itL- 
tx>urfe  to  fuch  a  fcruliry  of  properly  as  muft,  in  every  |ioinl  of 
9kw,  be  highly  objcdlionabic.     That  the  piefent  pUn  was 
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its  nature  imperfed  he  was  ready  to  admit,  and  had  ftated  it 
td  be  (b  when  he  firft  intrcxliiced  the  fubje^  ;  but  he  thought 
it  the  beft  and  moll  general  criterion  that  could  be  founds 
The  queftion  then  was,  whether  this  plan  was  fo  very  imper- 
fe&9  and  fo  otijedionable  in  principle,  that  it  ought  imme* 
diately  to  be  rejeded;  or  whether  after  proper  alteration  and 
roodififratibn,  it  might  not  be  ot  thegreatefl  public  benefit! 
The  right  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite  to  him  bad  not 
confidered  this  with  his  ufual  accuracy ;  for  becaufe  this  tax 
was  calculated  at  feven  mill  ions,  and  that  it  was  not  to  ex« 
ceed  a  tenth  part  of  1  perfon's  income,  he  had  calculated  the 
whole  income«of  the  country  at  only  feyenty  milHons  ;  but 
the  inaccuracy  of  this  calculation  muil  be  obvious  to  the 
.  right  honourable  Gentleman,  when  herecollededtbaf  though 
this  tax  never  took  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  Income,  yet 
in  many  cafes  it  took  only  the  laoth  part,  and  in  foKie  eafetf 
tixik  nothing.  At  all  events,  this  obfervation  was  inap'^ 
pUcable,  becaufe  he  had  liever  fpoken  of  the  general  ineone 
of  th.e  country,  but  only  fo  much  -of  it- as  was  in  expend!^ 
fure*  Without  dilating  more  upon  this  part  of  the  febjeA^' 
he  (boold  (ay  a  £e>w  words  upon  what  he  confidered  as  the 
leading  objedions  to  the  meafure.  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman  had  made  a  divifion  of  the  different  kinds  of  pro^-' 
perty»  which  appeared  to  him  to  be  incorred,  inafmtich  asr 
It  omitted  one  great  fource  of  income.  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman'sdivifion  was,  income  arifing  from  iandSd^edates^ 
from  commercial  purfuits,  and  from  property  in  the'funds* 
As 'to  the  income  derived- from 'profeAionkl  exerrfons,  the' 
Ttghi  honourable  Gentleman  had  very  properly  daflfed  it 
under  the  head  of  commercial  gains.  But  he  had  omit^ 
011&  great  fource  of  income,  viz.  that  which  was  received  asf 
the  reward  of  labour ;  and  of  the  latter  ctaTs  many  t^ere  ex- 
empted by  the  criterion  now  pfopofed.  The  right  hon* 
Gentleman  had  contended,  that  this  would  operatie  as  a  tax 
upon  funded  property,  which  always  had  been,  and  muft 
ever  be,  confidered  as  inviolate.  But  the  meafure  now  pro- 
pofed  by  no  means  tewlcd  to  affed  properly  in  the  funds. 
No  defer ipt ion  of  income^  whether  arifing  from  lan^ied  efta|es 
commeiciai  purfuits,  or  funded  property,  was  meant  to  be 
exeniiptcd  from  the  operation,  be/raufe  it  was  meam  to  s^tach 
upon  expenditure  in  general.  Where  was  the  injuftice  of 
this  ?  ^  Why,"*fays  the  right  honourable  Gentlemah,  "  by 
taxing  the  expenditure  of  a  man  whofe  income  is.  derived 
from  the  funds,  you  do  in  faft  tax  his  property  in  the  funds." 

If 
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If  this  was  a  valid  objedion,  it  ought  not  only  to  Induce  the 
Houfe  xo'rejeSt  thi^  meafure,  but  to  repeal  every  tax  that 
^ver  was  laid  on  ;  becaufe  it  was  impoflible  to  fugged  a  tax 
which  would  not  be  paid  by  pec^le  haying  money  in  the* 
funds.  Every  tax  impofed  upon  confumption,  of  courfe: 
mull  be  defrayed  by  people  having  property  in  the  funds.  If 
this  objeSion  was  never  made  to  taxes  which  Were  in  their 
i)atbre  perpetual,  it  appeared  to  him  Angular  that  it  (hould 
now,  K>r  the  firft  time,  be  made  to  a  tax  which  was  merely 
temporary. 

The  next  objedion  of.  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was, 
that  a  tax  upon  commercial  income  was  not  jufl,  for,  faid 
he,  a  man's  landed  property  is  his  own  ;  but  the  income  he 
derives  from  commerce,  is  partly  derived  fr6m  his  induilry. 
This  was  not  a  time  to  enter  into  a  minute  difcuflion  of 
thefe  arguments,  but  furely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  mean  to  contend  that  commercial  gains  were  not  a  fair 
objed  of  taxation.     Thofe  gains  were  derived  under  the 
protedion  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  confequently 
ought  to  contribute  proportionably  to  fupport  them.    He  did 
noft,  however,  meao  to  contend  that  many  diftin&ions  ought 
not  to  be  made,  and  in*  the  Committee  modifications  wotild 
undoubtedly  be  proppfed-— As  to  perfons  who  employed  great 
capitals,  in  proportion  to  ttveir  annual  gains,  they  would  be' 
lels  affeded  than  perfons  of  landed  property ;  but  all  that 
could  be  inferred  from  this  was,  that  it  was  a  recommend- 
ation of  the  criterion.     Perhaps  this  criterion,  as  far  as  it 
aflfc&ed  the  lower  clafles,  did  not  make  diftindions  enough. 
It  would  be  recollededf  that  the  particular  reafon  he  affigned 
for  making  this  tax  lower  upon  houfes  than  upon  the  other 
articles  was,  that  it  fliould  not  fall  too  heavily  upon  that 
fpepies  of  income  arifmg  from  retail  trade.     The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  next  cenfured  the  mode  of  appeal  given  in 
this  cafe.     Some  alterations  might  alfo  be  made  i^pon  this 
(tihjeSt ;  but  {till  he  thought  that  mode  of  corrafting  the 
•  operation  of  the  tax  might  be  ufeful.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himfelf  had  admitted,  that  it  might  with  propriety 
bi3  applied  to  landed  property  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
(Mr.  Pitt)  was  willing  to  admit,  that  as  far  as  it. related  to 
the  lower  clafs  of  retail  dealers,  fome  modification  was  ne- 
ceflTary.     Thefe  were  the  general  objedions  which  had  been 
made  to  the  plan,  and  he  (hould  now  leave  them  to  the  con- 
iideration  of  the  Houfe,  with  the  obfcrvaiions  he  had  made 
upon  them. 

He 
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He  was  aware  that  there  were  many  who  thought  that  ra- 
ther than  take  this  vifible  criterion  of  afcertaining  property^ 
it  would  be  better  to  lay  a  general  tax  upon  property.  Un- 
doubtedly,  if  they  could  find  the  nrieans  of  taxing  property 
equally^  without,  compelling  improper  difclofure^  it  would 
be  ^  mod  defirable  objed ;  but  as  that  could  not  be  done 
without  being  open  to  ilronger  objedions  than  the  prefent 
plan,  it  became  neceflary  that  fome  vifible  criterion  ihould 
be  found.  If  that  were  the  cafe,  could  any  criterion  h6 
found  more  general  in  its  nature  than  the  afleiTed  taxes  ? 
The  perfons  immediately  affeSed  by  this  tax  amounted  to 
800,000,  and  through  them  extended  to  about  4,000^000  of 
perfons.  By  this  plan  a  great  number  of  poor  perfons  would 
be  wholly  excluded,  and  above  half  of  the  number  before-^ 
mentioned  would  contribute  very  little. 

The  Committee  upon  this  bill  might,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
would,  make  many  amendments  in  favour  of  fhop-keepers  ; 
biJt  all  this  would  be  confident  with  the  principle  of  the  bilh 
The  Committee  might,  if  they  thought  proper,  make  an 
alteration  in  the  fcale  propofed,  without  any  dereli&ion  of 
the  principle  of  the  bill.  Many  mitigations  were,  undoubt- 
edly, neceifary ;  but  if  the  utmoft  inference  that  could  be 
drawn  from  this  was,  that  the  exemptions  (hould  be  carried 
farther  than  was  propofed  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  how  did  that  affed  the  general  principle  of  the  mea^^ 
fure,  when  they  had  the  means  of  obviating  in  the  Committed 
the  only  objections  that  had  been  made  againd  it  ?  Without 
going  now  into  thofe  details,  which  he  y^ifhed  to  referve  for 
a  future  period,  he  fhould  only  fay,  that  if  it  was  admitted 
that  great  exertions  ought  to  be  made,  and  that  a  large  part 
of  the  fuppUes  ought  to  be  raifcd  within  the  year,  and  if  the 
only  objedion  to  this  criterion  was,  that  it  would  bear  hard 
.upon  the  lower  orders  of  retail  dealers,  and  it  appeared  to  be 
within  their  power  to  obviate  this  obje£tion ;  then,  upon 
what  ground  could  they  hefitate,  unlefs  they  had  changed 
their  opinions ;  unlefs,  inftead  of  making  preparations  for 
war,  they  were  determined  to  begin  by  begging  for  peace 
from  an  haughty  and  infuhing  enemy.  If  they  were  not  de- 
termined to  give  up  every  means  of  exertion,  had  they  any 
option  but  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon  this  bill,  to  remedy 
the  inconveniencies  that  might  refult  from  it,  if  palTed  in  its 
prefent  fhape  ?  What  was  the  condufl  which  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  adopt  ?  It  was  to  re- 
ject this  meafure  at  once,  and  thereby  to  declare  that  they 
\oL.  r.  1797.  3  E  would 
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If  this  was  a  valid  objedion,  it  ought  not  only  to  induce  the 
Houfe  to  rcjcfi  this  meafure,  but  to  repeal  every  tax  that 
^ver.  was  laid  on  ;  becaufe  it  was  impoflible  to  fuggeft  a  tax 
which  would  not  be  paid  by  people  haying  money  in  thd' 
funds.  Every  tax  impofed  uppn  confumption,  of  courfe: 
muft  be  defrayed  by  people  having  property  in  the  funds.  If 
this  pbjeSion  was  neveif  made  to  taxes  which  were  jn  their 
i^atihe  perpetual,  it  appeared  to  him  fingular  that  it  (hould 
now,  wr  the  firft  time,  be  made  to  a  tax  which  was  merely 
temporary. 

The  next  objeSion  of.  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was, 
that  a  tax  upon  commercial  Income  was  not  juft,  for,  faid 
he,  a  man's  landed  property  is  his  own  ;  but  the  income  he 
derives  from  commerce,  is  partly  derived  fr6m  his  induftry. 
This  was  not  a  time  to  enter  into  a  minute  difcuffion  of 
thefe  arguments,  but  furely  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  mean  to  contend  that  commercial  gains  were  not  a  fair 
objedof  taxation.     Thofe  gains  were  derived  under  the 
protedion  of  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  confequently 
ought  to  contribute  proportionably  to  fupport  them.    He  did 
noft,  however,  meaQ  to  contend  that  many  di(lin£tions  ought 
not  to  be  made,  and  in-  the  Committee  modifications  wodld 
undoubtedly  be  proppifed-— As  to  perfons  who  employed  great 
capitals,  in  proportion  to  t^dr  annual  gains,  they  would  be ' 
lew  aflFefled  than  perfons  of  landed  property  j  but  all  that 
could  be  inferred  from  this  was,  that  it  was  a  recommend- 
ation of  the  criterion.     Perhaps  this  criterion,  as  far  as  it 
affe&ed  the  lower  clafies,  did  not  make  diftindions  enough. 
It  would  be  recoUededy  that  the  particular  reafon  he  afligned 
for  making  this  tax  lower  upon  houfes  than  upon  the  other 
articles  was,  that  it  ihould  not  fall  too  heavily  upon  that 
(pepies  of  income  arifing  from  retail  trade.     The  right  hon. 
Uen'Heman  had  next  cenfu red  the  mode  of  appeal  given  in 
this  cafe.     Some  alterations  might  alfo  be  made  ifpon  this 
fubjefl: ;  but  ftill  he  thought  that  mode  of  cor^refting  the 
•  operation  of  the  tax  might  be  ufeful.     The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himfelf  had  admitted,  that  it  might  with  propriety 
bi3  applied  to  landed  property ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
{Mr.  Pitt)  >vas  willing  to  admit,  that  as  far  as  it, related  to 
,    the  lower  clafs  oiF  retail  dealers,  fome  modification  was  ne- 
cefTary.     Thefe  were  the  general  objedions  which  had  been 
made  to  the  plan,  and  he  ihould  now  leave  them  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  Houfe,  with  the  obfcifvaiions  he  had  made 
upon  them. 

He 
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He  was  aware  that  there  were  many  who  thought  that  ra- 
ther than  take  this  viflble  criterion  of  afcertatning  proi>crty^ 
it  would  be  better  to  lay  a  general  tax  upon  property.  Un- 
doubtedly, if  they  could  find  the  nieans  of  taxing  property 
equally,  without^  compelling  improper  difclofure^  it  would 
be  ^  mod  defirabie  objetEi ;  but  as  that  could  not  be  done 
vrithout  being  open  to  Wronger  objedions  than  the  prefent 
plan,  it  became  neceflary  that  fome  vifible  criterion  ihould 
be  found.  If  that  were  the  cafe,  could  any  criterion  be 
found  more  general  in  its  nature  than  the  aflefled  taxes  ? 
The  perfons  immediately  affeSed  by  this  tax  amounted  to 
Sooyoooy  and  through  them  extended  to  about  4,000^000  of 
perfons.  By  this  plan  a  great  number  of  poor  perfons  would 
be  wholly  excluded,  and  above  half  of  the  number  before-^ 
mentioned  would  contribute  very  little. 

The  Committee  upon  this  bill  might,  and  he  had  no  doubt 
would,  make  many  amendments  in  favour  of  (hop-keepers  ; 
but  all  this  would  be  confident  with  the  principle  of  the  bilh 
The  Committee  might,  if  they  thought  proper,  make  an 
alteration  in  the  fcale  propofed,  without  any  dereli^on  o£ 
the  principle  of  the  bill.  Many  mitigations  were,  undoubt- 
edly, neceifary ;  but  if  the  utmoft  inference  that  could  be 
drawn  from  this  was,  that  the  exemptions  (hould  be  carried 
farther  than  was  propofed  in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  how  did  that  aiFed  the  general  principle  of  the  mea^* 
fure,  when  they  had  the  means  of  obviating  in  the  Committed 
the  only  objcdions  that  had  been  made  againfl  it  ?  Without 
going  now  into  thofe  details,  which  he  wished  to  referve  for 
a  future  period,  he  fhould  only  fay,  that  if  it  was  admitted 
that  great  exertions  ought  to  be  made,  and  that  a  large  part 
of  the  fuppUes  ought  to  be  raifcd  within  the  year,  and  if  the 
only  objedion  to  this  criterion  was,  that  it  would  bear  hard 
upon  the  lower  orders  of  retail  dealers,  and  it  appeared  to  be 
within  their  power  to  obviate  this  obje£tion ;  then,  upon 
what  ground  could  they  hefitate,  unlets  they  had  changed 
their  opinions ;  unlefs,  inftead  of  making  preparations  for 
war,  they  were  determined  to  begin  by  begging  for  peace 
from  an  haughty  and  infuhing  enemy.  If  they  were  not  de- 
termined to  give  up  every  means  of  exertion,  had  they  any 
option  but  to  go  into  a  Committee  upon  this  bill,  to  remedy 
the  inconveniencies  that  might  refult  from  it,  if  palTcd  in  its 
prefent  fhape  ?  What  was  the  conduA  which  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  wifhed  the  Houfe  to  adopt  ?  It  was  to  re- 
ject this  meafure  at  once,  and  thereby  to  declare  that  they 

\oL.  r.  1797.  3  E  would 
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would  make  no  great  efforts  to  raife  the  fupplies  withb  the 
year.  If  the  Houfc  adopted  this  advicei  it  would  be  pro- 
claiming to  France  and  to  the  worlds  their  repentance  for 
having  dared  to  ftand  up  in  defence  of  their  laws,  their  reli* 
gion,  and  of  every  thing  that  was  valuable  tp  them  as  £ng« 
li(hmen.  It  would  be  humbling  thcmfclves  before  a  haughty 
adverfary  ;  and  when  they  had  no  means  of  defence,  implor* 
ing  mercy  an4  forgivenefs  froni  an  enemy  from  whom  we 
had  to  expe£l  neither. 

Upon  thefe  grounds,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  read  the 
bill  a  fecond  time,  and  let  it  go  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  iv^jf,  in  reply,  Taid,  the  change  I  want  is  a  radical 
reform  of  the  corruptions  that  have  crept  into  the  conflitu- 
tion.  and  of  the  abufes  which  now  deform  its  pradice ;  a 
reforna  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament, 
and  a  reftoration  of  the  pure  rights  and  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  which  have  been  lately  entrenched  upon  by  per- 
fecutions  and  reftraints  of  every  kind.  This  is  the  change' 
that  I  want.  It  is  a  change  v^rhich  has  for  its  view  to  bring 
back  to  its  purity,  and  to  preferve  the  Britifh  conditution  ; 
and  to  incorporate,  all  ranks  of  the  people  in  its  fupport. 

Mr.  Sheridan  ajfo  e^^plained. 

Mr.  Aldermanc-Ccw^^iftrenuoufly  oppofed  the  bill. 

Mr.  Tierncyy  ta  priEK/e  the  unpopularity  of  the  meafnre, 
faid,  that  a  worthy  magiilrate  (Mr.  Stoneftfeet,)  who  was 
one  of  the  greateft  admirers  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, was  the  perfon  who  prefcnted  the  refolutions  of  the 
Borough  meeting  againft  the  bill.  That  worthy  magtftrate 
had  declared  that  the  bill,  if  ever  pafled  into  a  law,  would 
be  ineffedual,  as  the  augmentation  propofed  could  not  be 
colleded. 

Mr.  H  Thornton  made  nearly  fimilar  aflertions  refpcSing 
the  operations  of  the  bill. 

Mr.*  Mainwaring  faid,  I  am  fully  j>eTfuaded  that  no  mea- 
furc  agitated  in  Parliament  was  ever  fo  obnoxious  to  the 
^  people.  I  have  received  inftruflions  from  a  vaft  number  of 
my  conftituents  of  the  different  parifhes  of  the  county  which 
I  reprefcnt,  (Middlefex)  almoft  unanimous  againfl  the  bill. 
The  afleffed  taxes  are  already  fo  heavy  and  oppreffive,  that 
very  many  of  my  conftituents  fuffer  the  greateft  diftrefs.  An 
augmentation,  therefore,  is  totally  inadmiffible.  No  modifi- 
cation or  amendment  will  render  the  meafure  acceptable. 
■  They  arc  hoftile  to  the  principle,  it  being  oppreffive  in  the 

extreme. 


E>»c.  15.J      WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS^  393 

extreme.     If  the  Bill  pafie8«  the  people  will  be  called  upDn  ei- 
ther to  refill  it,  or— ^fink  under  the  preffurc." 
The  Houfe  then  divided, 

Jyes  -  .  175 

Noes  *■  -  50 

Majority^         125 

Tlie  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Monday, 
Mr.  Fox  declined  attending  the  Committee,  convinced  that 
no  modification  or  amendment  of  the  Bill  would  fatisfy  the  peo- 
ple. He  promifed,  however,  to  return  to  his  feat  when  it 
came  from  the  Committee,  and  make  another  effort  to  obtain 
its  rejeiElion. 

Adjourned  about  one  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMON^, 
Friday,  Det,  ig. 

Mr.  H^Merforct  Bird  nK>ved,  that  there  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  an  account  of  ail  perfons  affefied  for  all  clocks  and 
watches,  diftinguifhing  the  clafles. — Ordered; 

Sir  William  Dolben  moved,  that  the  Houfe  ftiould  refolvc  it- 
felf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on  Monday  next,  to 
confidcr  of  a. proper  bounty  to  be  given  to  Matters  and  Sur- 
geens  of  (Kips'  employed  in  the  conveyance  of  flaves. — Or- 
dered. , 

A  new  writ  was  ordered  for  the  borough  of  Great  Bedwin, 
in  the  county  of  Wilts,  in  the  room  of  Mtijor  General  Bruce, 
deceafcd. 

The  Scots  Mi1i,tia  Bill  was  read  af  third  time  and  paflcd. 

The  Marine  Mutiny  BiU  was  read  a  fecond  lime»  and  or- 
dered to  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  on 
Monday. 

third  secretary  of  state. 

Mr.  Tterney  rofe,  in  purfuance  of  his  notice,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Houfe  to  the  fituation  of  the  office  of  the  Third 
Secretary  of  State.  He  adverted  to  the  Jaft  report  of  the  Com- 
mitteee  of  Finance,  from  which  he  faid  he  drew  his  fadls,  and 
which  he  (hould  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  the  Houfe. 
From  the  fatigue  which  the  Houfe  had  undergone  laft  night, 
he  was  induced  to  fpare  them  the  trouble  of  h'earing  a  long 
fpecch  from  him.  The  whole  of  what  he  had  to  fubmit  wds 
contained  in  an  Addrefs,  which  was  a  pretty  Ibn^  one.  He  then 
read  the  Addc^fs  and  moved  it,  which  is  as  follows ; 

sEa;  That 
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<5  That  an  humble  Addrefs  be  prtfented  to  his  Majefty»  to  ttprtknt  to 
his  Majefty^  that  we  obfenret  with  great  cwkctrtiy  the  new  divffion  of  the 
State  Office  which  his  Majcfty  has  Men  pleafiiii  txy  make  by  the  creation  of 
the  office  of  a  Third  Secretary  of  State  for  the  War  I^partment ;  a  departs 
ment  inftitured,  for  the  firft  time,  in  the  month  of  July  1794*  s*  fubfe- 
quently  recognized  and  confirmed  by  an  order  of  hts  M^4y  in  Council, 
on  the  27th  pf  February  1795.  By  that  order  ir  appears  that  the  faid 
War  Department  is  put  upon  ^n  eAabliihmenc  which  gives  to  the  Crown 
a  diftribution  of  the  followmg  new  falaries,  namelyy  one  of  6000I.  one  of 
15001.  oneof  looot.  oneof  650I.  oneof  456J.  twoof  jool.  one  pf  tool, 
one  of  150I.  and  three  of  lool.  per  annum  each  -,  ail  of  theqi  (alarics  free 
from  any  dedu£lion. 

**  That  we  feei  ourfelves  called  upon  to  obfervej  that  the  bufinefs  of  the 
State  Office  has  ufually  been  tranfa^led  by  two  principal  Secretarier  of 
.State,  and  tb^t  the  offip^  cpmmonly  called  the  office  of  Third  Secretary  of 
State,  or  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  was  unknown  previous  to  the  3re^r 
1768.  That  in  the  year  1782  his  Majefty  was  gracioiifly  plealed  to  order 
that  it  ffiould  be  fupprefled,  anil  that,  by  an  ASt  pafled  in  the  twenty- 
fecond  year  of  his  Majefty^s  reign,  it  was  enabled  that  it  ffiould  be  utterly 
aboliffieid  and  taken  away. 

**  With  all  becoming  deference  to  fobmit  to  his  Majefty,  that  the  re* 
Tival  of  the  office  of  Thivd  Secretary  of  3tate  can  be  regarded  by  hit  &ith« 
ful  Commons  without  jealoufy,  only  when  aritmg  from  the  evident  i^ecef- 
fity  of  the  cafe.  That  the  new  divifion  of  the  State  Office,  againft  which 
3M  humbly  remonftrate,  cannot,  from  what  appears  before  us,  be  con- 
,  fidend  as  neccflfary,  while,  firom  the  profufion  of  emolum^ts  with  which 
it  is  acconipanied,  and  by  the  nature  of  arrangements  with  which  it  has 
i)een  carried  into  efft(^,  ild)jl<^fs  m^is  feelings  of  deep  anxiety  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  Conftitut4oiv -tjif  l»cmouf  of  his  Majefty,  and  the  libeity^and 
independence  of  Parliament.   ' 

**  That  it  appears  that  the  right  honourable  Henry  Dundas  did,,  while 
he  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  now  filled  i}y  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Home  fjepartment,  tranfaiflevery 
part  of  the  bufinefs  which  has  fince  been  made  to  conftitute  the  feparate 
employment  of  the  new  War  £ftablifhment.  That  ht  fo  tranfadcxl  this 
bufinefs,  not  only  during  a  period  of  peace,  but  alfo  during  a  long  period 
of  wari  namely,  frpm  the  month  of  February  17931  ^^  ^^^  month  of  July 
1^94,  and  tliat  the  opiy  additional  expence  incuned  during  the  incnafcd 
bufinefs  of  the  latter  period,  was  530I.  per  annnm,  being  the  falary  of  four 
extra  clerks.  Further  to  reprefent  to  iiis  Majefty,  that  the  right  honour- 
able Henry  Dundas  did,  while  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, not  only  difcharge  the  entire  duties  of  that  office^  including,  as  at 
that  time  it  did,  thofe  of  the  prefent  new  War  Eftabliffiment,  but  did  like* 
wife  cbn'iider  himfelf  a*  competent  to  execute  the  additional  bufinefs  of  the 
Treafurer  of  the  Navy,  of  the  Chief  Commiffioner  fox  the  Affi^irs  of  Indiai 
and  oif  the  Keeper  of  the  Signet  in  Scotland. 

**  That  it  would  have  afforded  us  fome  iatisfa^ion  to  have  perceived, 
that  when  the  new  office  was  created  to  execute  a  part  of  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Home  department,  the  Home  department  had  undergone  a  redu6^ioo  of 
eftabliffiment  proportioned  to  the  decrease  of  the  duties  remaining  to  be  dif- 
charged.  But  we  obferve,  with  furprife,  that  no  fuch  redu&ion  has  taken 
place  I  on  the  contrary,  we  find  the  eftablilfiment  to  h^ve  been  encreafed. 

**  Humbly  to  reprefenc  to  his  Majefty,  that  in  the  year  178a  the  nect 

receipt  of  t^  State  Office  (including  certain  offices  annexed  to  it)  was 

i6,5J5].  per  annunft*  The  nett  receipt  eftabliihed  by  his  Majefty  in  Coua.- 

cili  in  X795,  ^^^M^^*    'I'be  totaf  A^*™^'  ^'^pcrfons  employed  in  the 

^ ■    '  ^tate 
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State  Office  in  178a  was  4S;  the  nnmber  at  prefcnt  employed  Is  66 1  fa 
that  the  amount  of  nett  eftabKihed  emolumenu  is  encrealrd  by  the  Aim  of 
14*91 5K  per  annmiiy  and  the  number  of  perfons  employed  encreaicd  by>aa 
addition  of  i8.  That  we  cannot  avoid  obfenring  alio,  that  by  a  mimiie  of ' 
Uie^oard  of  Treafury,  dated  the  I4tb  of  March  178)*  it  appears  to«have 
been  his  Majefty's  gracious  intention  to  allow  to  each  of  his  principal  Se- 
cretaries of  State,  being  then  two  in  numberi  a  nett  falary  of  4500!.  mak- 
ing together  a  fum  of  9000).  $  whereas,  by  the  eihibliihment  fettled  in 
t795»  they  have  each  oJF  them,  being  three  in  number,  a  nett  falary  of 
6«ool. making  together  a  fum  of  t8,03ol.  We  humbly  conceive  that  the 
biifinefs  of  the  State  OfRce  being  divided  amongft  three  Secretai'ies  adbad 
of  between  two,  would  rather  have  juftified  a  diminution  than  an  tn- 
creafe  of  thofe  falaries,  which  in  I783  his  Majefty  coniidered  as  fufficiendy 
iiberai. 

**  To  represent  to  his  Majefty,  that  deeply  as  we  are  imprefled  with  the 
magnitude  of  thi^  increafod  influence,  there  are  other  ctrcumdances  attend- 
ing the  new  arrBngement$  of  the  State  Office,  which  we  contemplate  witk 
ftifi  grea^  anxiety, 

**^y  the  order  of  his  Majeftv  in  Council  in  17959  the  fees  and  gratu- 
ities heretofore  received  by  the  different  officers  in  the  State  Office  were  (fi- 
Te6ked  to  be  applied  towards  the  expence  of  the  eftablifhment,  and  fixed ' 
fabries  given  in  lieu  of  them.  That  much  as  we  approve  of  the  principle  of 
this  regulation,  we  cannot  x^cfrain  from  humbly  repreienting  to  his  Majefty, 
that,  by  tlie  application  of  it  in  the  inftance  bdore  us,  it  lias  been  made 
to  frrve  as  a  lecret  and  indire^l  mode  of  increafin?  the  iidluence  of  the 
Crown,  and  of  adding  to  the  revenues  of  the  Civil  Lift  without  theknow« 
Jcdge  or  conlent  of  Parliament. 

**  It  appears  that  the  fum  annually  paj4  $nm  the  Civil  Lift  to  the  fup* 
port  of  the  State  Office,  previous  to  the  j^ibis  artkngement,  was  i4ia4oL 
That  in  the  year  I795>  ^  confequence  of  the  ifH¥  appropriation  of  thefeea 
-  and  of  the  arrangement  made  on  the  diviiiorf  bf  the  office,  no  more  than 
3379I.  was  to  be  provjded  for  out  of  the  Civil  Lift,  which  therefore  sained 
in  that  year  the  fum  ot  io,86il.  That  by  the  increafe  of  fees  received  ia 
the  firft  thxee  quarters  of  the  year  1796  (the  lateft  period  to  which  the  ac- 
counts before  us  are  made  up),'  the  Civil  Lift  was  exonerated  from  any 
payment  beyond  the  fum  of  2178I.  and  even  that  fum  liable  to  be  dimi- 
lilmed  by  the  receipt  of  fees  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  that  year ;  fo  that 
the  gain  to  the  Civil  Lift,  lirom  the  order  in  Council  in  1795,  was  in 
1796  at  leaft  12,0721.  which,  added  to  the  preceding  io,86il.  makes  a 
Aim  gained  to  the  Civil  Lift  in  two  years  of  the  war,  of  22,93^1.  exclufive 
of  what  may  have  been  derived  from  the  operation  of  this  ai-rangement  ia 
the  years  1794  and  17971  of  which  we  poflefi  no  authentic  information, 
but  which  cannot  be^eftimated  at  a  lefs  fum  than  was  obtained  in  the  eight . 
years  of  which  we  have  an  account. 

*'  That  the  Civil  Lift  has  not,  however,  gained  thefe  fums  by  the  Jingle 
operation  of  bringing  thf  feres  to  account,  but  by  certain  arrangements  of 
a  nature  which  we  cannot  contemplate  without  the  moft  lively  concern.  It 
is  with  regret  we  fee  any  part  of  his  Majefty^s  Civil  Lift  depending  on  the 
.  generofity  of  h.ia  Minifters,  and  the  patronage  of  the  Crown  appearing  to  be 
idealt  out  as  a  matter  of  bargain. 

<'  It  appears  that,  by  the  arrangement  in  queftion,  the  right  honoura- 
ble Lord  Grenville  having,  as  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  a  falary  of  4000I. 
per  annum,  and  as  Secretary  of  State  a  falary  of  6000I.  per  annum,  doe* 
not  receive  of  tbe  latter  fum  more  than  3200I.  and  confequeatly  gives  to 
^he  Civil  Lift  the  annual  Aim  of  2800I.  That  the  right  honourable 
j^eor^  Dundas  havingi  as  Trcafurer  of  the  Navy  4oool.  at  Commiffioncr 

for 
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for.  the  Affairs  of  India«  Aoopl.  as  Keeper  of  the  Signet  iu  Scotland^  1500]. 
and  as  Secicury  of  State,  a  falary  of  6oool.  per  annum,  does  not,  in  h€t^ 
receive  (roni  this  laft  appointment  more  than  aoool.  and  coofequently  gives 
to  the  Civil  Lift  the  annual  fum  of  4000!* 

^  That  we  humbly  intreat  his  Msjefty's  royal  attention  to  thefe  fads, 
the  nefoit  of  which  isi  that  the  influence  of  the  Cro^n  has  been  largeljr 
and  unnecefTsrily  increafed ;  that  enormous  faiaries  have  been  a(?igned  to 
perfons  who,  by  a  private  arrangement,  were  to  furrender  a  large  pro- 
poftioo  of  them  to  other  ufes  than  thole  for  which  tbey  were  olleniiblV  grant' 
ed ;  and,  th:|t  a  large  fum  has  been  fecretly  furniihed  to  the  Civil  X.ift 
^REftboot  the  knowleds^  or  confent  of  Parliament. 

^<  That  our  duty  to  our  countty  and  our  attachn^ent  to  his  Majefty  de- 
niand  frontus,  particularly  at  the  prefent  awful  ci  ilia,  this  reprefentatkm; 
and  that  we  fubmit  it  to  his  Nfajefty^s  royal  wifdom  to  take  fucb  fteps. 
In  regard  to  the  matter  of  it,  as  may  appe^  to  his  paternal  goodnefs  molt 
likdy  to  contribute  to  the  honour  of  the  Crowa,  the  independence  of  Par- 
fiameBty  and  the  iecurity  of  the  Conftitution.*  * 

Mr.  Tiirney  then  faid,  that  he.  ha4  done  his  duty  m  laying 
before  the  Houfe  the  Addrefs  they  haJ  juft  heard,  and  giying 
theili  an  opfiortuntty  of  deciding  upon  it. 

Mr.  Secre^ry  Dundas  complained  of  the  fituation  in  which  he 
was  placed  as  a  very  unpleafant  one,  that  of  being  compelled  to 
fpeak  a  great  deal  of  himf^If.  Wt  (liould,  however,  leave  moft 
parti  of  the  top«cs  to  be  djfcufled  by  bis  friends.  He  then  entered 
Into  a  hiftory  of  tjie  oflSce  of  Secretary  of  State,  and  faid  that  he 
had  never  defired  it,- nor  had  he  any  idea  of  continuing  in  it  above 
a  few  months  when  be  was  appointed.  He  faid  it  was  a  very 
laborious  office  indeed,  ever  lince  it  became  neceflary  to  lie 
So  attentrve  to  the  police  of  the  country,  and  that  duty  arofe 
chiefly  in  confequenceof  the  unfortunate  iatroduftion  into  this 
country  of  principles  and  political  fentiroents  that  were  incom- 
patible with  our  ConfliitUtion.  He  took  i^qtice  of  his  office  of 
Prefid^nt  of  the  Board  of  Controal,  the  duty  of  which  was 
icry  laborioiis  eMb.  And  with  regard  to  the  office  of  Treafucr 
of  the  Navy,  it  had  been  confidered  by  fome  as  a  finecure,  but 
it  had  not  been  fo  to  hjm.  .  He  had  attended  a  great  deal  to 
the  interefts  of  thofe  whom  it  was^  his  bufinefs  to  pay  ;  the 
faibr^  and  tboCr  relatives  who  were  to  rcceivenhcir  wages,  and 
although  the  Bill  he  brought  into  Parliament  upon  that  fubjeA 
V^as  a  fliort  one,  yet  the  attention  he  gave  to  the  fubjeA  was 
very  long  and  laborious.  H«  fpoke  handfomety  of  all  the  Gen- 
tlemen in  the  office  under  his  direction,  for  their  talents  and 
dili^ce;  He  confefled,  however,  he  could  give  the  Houfe  no 
encouragement  to  expe&any  reduAion  in  the  public  expend?- 
tore  of  his  offices,  for  he  knew  not  of  one  point  in  which,  con* 
fiftently  with  the  due  difcharge  of  official  duty,  there  could  be 
any  retreflchment.  He  muft  decline  (aying  any  thing  of  his 
talents^  but  be  could' fafely  Jay  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and  de- 

clare> 
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<:lare>  that  in  no  one  inilance  was  he  confcioin  of  liHTing  neg* 
ieAed  his  public  duty. 

Mr.  Garib/Aort  faid,  that  after  the  explanation  a^ded  bjr 
Ills  right  honourable  Friend,  it  was  nnneceflary  for  him  to 
trouble  them  with  many  obfervations.  The  hon»  Mover  ai 
this  Addrefs  had  thoii|ht  proper  to  aHude  to  a  fituatba  wkich 
he  held^n  one  of  the  ofices  of  Government,  and  reprefented  it 
as  an  exteniion  of  influence,  that  the  Secretaries  in  thofe  de« 
partraents  were  alfb  Members  of  Parliament.  Whatever  opini* 
ons  Gentlemen  might  entertain  of  the  expediency  of  luck  e^a« 
bliAments,  it  would  be  no  more  than  decent  to  avoid  impttting* 
improper  motives  to  others.  The  faA  was»  tiiat  neither  his 
appointment,  nor  that  of  the  other  honoucabie  Gentlemen  al» 
juded  to,  were  conferred  with  a  view  of  obtaining  their  fop- 
port  for  Minifters,  as  neither  of  them  were  in  Parliament  at  the 
time  they  were  appointed.  As  to  the  divifion  of  the  Office  of 
Third  Secretary  of  State,  it  appeared  from  the  report  of  the  Corn-* 
mittee  of  Fmance,  that  the  additional  expence  to  the  nation  was 
at  prefent  little  more  than  4000I.  while  great  accommodation 
was  afforded  to  the  fervice  of  the  public.  Mr.  Garthfbore  ftated, 
that  he  would  not  have  obtruded  hin^etf  on  the  Hooie,  had 
not  the  honourable  Mover  chofen  to  implicate  him  in  fome  de- 
gree by  the  prefent  queftion.  When  this  buGnefs  was  laft 
agitated  in  Parliament,  he  recolIeAM^^bnoe  ioiinuations  of  a 
iimilar  nature  againft  him ;  but  as  ^H  'the  arguments  of  the 
honourable  Mover  had  then^  as  they  have  been  now,  ably  re- 
futed, he  had  declined  to  trouble  the  Houfc  with  any  obferva* 
tions  which  regarded  himfelf  perfonally*  When,  however^ 
the  fubjedk  was  renewed  by  the  fame  honourable  Geiitlemaa, 
who  gave  an  ample  fcope  to  his  fancy  in  the  wide  field  of  far*- 
mife  or  conjefture,  he  hoped  for  the  indulgence  oC  die  Houfe^ 
while  he  fubmitted  to  their  confideration  a  few'  remarks.  The 
honourable  Gentleman  had  challenged  his  motives  for  accept^ 
injg  and  continuing  in  an  office,  which  he  had  once  the  honour 
to  hold ;  but  he  had  no  obje<9ion  to  avow,  that  his  motives 
were  governed  by  the  moft  honourable  impulfe  of  the  mind. 
The  honourable  Gentleman,  inftead  of  indulging  himfelf  ia 
vague  furmifes,  might  have  difcovered  the  motives  in  the  1^4* 
able  ambition  whidi  every  man  naturally  feels  to  render  him- 
felf as  ufeful  as  his  talents  will  permit.  Mr  Garthfbore  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  Addrefs,  which  he  obje^led  to,  as  hav- 
ing no  fpecified  ohjeiJi,  or,  if  any,  as  tending  to  diihirh  an  ar- 
rangement of  public  bufinefs^  which  the  experience  of  every 
official  man  had  fandioned  as  neceflary.  He  contended  that 
the  flatementof  the  honourable  Gentleman,  as^to  tbeexpence^ 
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attended  to  andi  adeqanteiy  recompenfed.  It  was  long  a  matter 
of  aftonifliment  to  him,  ho^  a  fituation  which  required  (uch 
difPerent  talents  and  fact!  different  preparatory  ftudies»  could 
ever  have  been  filled  by  one  and  the  fame  man  ;  it  was  with 
farisfaflion,  therefore,  that  he  viewed  the  fcparaiion  of  office 
that  had  taken  place,  and  that  fatisfaAion  was  farely  not  di- 
rninifhed  when  he  attcmled  to  the  abilities  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  who  had  been  appointed  to  difcharge  it ;  and 
if  tht?  honourable  Gehtleman  who  moyed  the  Addrefs  had  any* 
act  uaintance  wirh  the  nature  of  public  offices,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  confefs  tliat  there  was  never  more  attention,  dili^ 
gence^and  affidoitv  evinced  in  any  office^than  in  that  where  the 
:  zj^  right  honourable  Gentleman  preiided.  Indeed  he  thought  him 
BT«'  a  model  of  imitation  in  this  refpedl ;  it  was  therefore  not  with* 
20::-  out  fome  fenfe  of  indignation,  that  be  liflened  to  the  infinua* 
^^;  tions  thrown  out  againft  Minifters  on  this  occaGon  ;  infiua« 
^i'  tions  which  he  as  an  independent  man  would  ever  reprobate, 
,  9^1  and  which  a  fpixit  of  candour  and  liberality  could  never  have 
^gs^  fuggeftcd.     He  would  therefore  oppofc  the  Addrefs. 

Mr.  Jhhtt  thought  himfeif  bound  to  defend  the  Committee 
^  ^  ^  of  Finance,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  of  being  a  member. 
^^^^1  To  the  Report  of  that  Committee  be  would  aifiiene,  nor  could 
^^  *'.  he  bring  himfeif  to  agree  wkh  the  opinion  now  delivered  in  the 
.,^,5»  fival  Report,  brought  forward  by  the  honourable  Genileman. 
"^^2;:  He  then  appealed  to  the  hiftory  of  the  lad  century^  to  prove. 
r^3^  the  neccffityof  a  third  Secretary  of  State.  As  to  the  mere 
3^j  linccure  places,  he  thought  they  a^orded  a  very  proper  and 
1-13^  prafticable  fi^ld  for  reform,  and  the  prefentwas  a  moment 
J^^'  which  called  for  every  poffiblc  retrenchment  in  that  refpedl, 
^r  but  Ke  was  averfe  10  any  retrenchment  that  coo  Id  tend  to  di- 
^^i  tninilh  the  fplendour  and  dignity  of  the  Crown.  The  addrefs 
"^  -^  he  looked  upon  as  impolitic  and  impcrfeft. 
^  itf'  ^^^'  ^'  ^^^^  was  of  opinion,  that  the  feparation  of  the  two 
^  jj;  offices  was  highly,  neccflary  in  time  of  war,  and  would  be  alfo 
^l^p   aJvifeable  in  time  of  peace. 

^^.^.  Mr.  Scrope  Bernard  defended  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
*°^;  and  obferved,  that  it  had  been  recommended  by  the  Com- 
P^  ;  mittee  of  Enquiry,  that  the  furplus  fees  fhould  go  to  the  Civil 
^^i^-if  Lifti  to  make  up  for  the  Extraordinary  Expences  to  wTiich  it 
^^^   ^M  expofed  in  time  of  war. 

-^^/  Mr.  Titmey  rofe  in  reply  :  he  obferved,  that  the  moft  im- 
'-^^^^f  portantpart  of  the  addrefs,  namely,  thefaSs  it  contained, 
^^^^  remained  ftill  uncontroverted  ;  the  objedions  offered  to  them 
5>^  .f  *  were  unfupported  by  a  tittle  of  what  could  be  called  evidence. 
c35^ ^  He  contended  that  the  addrefs  was  drawn  up  with  the  moft 
,i^  p       Voa..  I.1797,  3F     •  guarded' 
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was  unfair  and  nncandid.  When  the  divifion  of  the  offices, 
firft  took  place,  the  Wsir  department  was.  put  at  io,oooI.  but 
in  pcnnt  of  fad  it  had  never  reached  jocoL  and  it  was  his  opi«, 
nion»  that  the  condderatiqii  of  fuch  a  fum  was  too  trivial  to  in-^. 
duce  the  Houfe  to  ap[H:oach  the  Throne  with  an  addrefs,  tend- 
log  to  a  complete  diange  of  official  arrangements  confefledly 
reqaifite.  That  as  to  the  office  alluded  to  bavmg  been  created 
^o>  influence  Members  of  Parliament,  the  infinuation  was  rather 
ill-founded.  On  the  firft  arrangement,  there  was  not  one 
Member,  beiides  thofe  of  fuperior  authority,  who  had  tlie 
fm^Ieft  influence  in  that  department.  Jt  was  well  known 
that  the  flrft  Under  Secretary  was  not  then  in  ParFiament ;  and 
that  the  prefent  one  (Mu  Huflciflbn)  to  whofe  diligent  dif- 
charge  of  the  office  he  could  bear  ample  teftimony  was  not  in 
Farlument  until  laft  Seffion.  Mr.  Gartbfliore  infilled  that  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  fan£tioned  the  appoinim^nt  of  the  . 
office;  that  it  even  provided  for  its  expence  «in  time  of  peace  i 
and  he  concluded  by  repeating  his  obje£lion  to  the  addrefs,  as 
having  no  fpecific  objedt,  or  as  tending  to  alter  an  arrangement 
fenftioned  by  a  Committee  of  the  Houfe.    . 

ITic  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  bon.  Gentle* 
man  who  brought  forward  this  Addrefs,  had  declined  giving  the 
Houfe  the  trouble  to  hear  a  long  fpeech,  on  account,  he  faid,  of 
the  fatigues  of  the  preceding  night,  in  which  fatigue  he  took  but 
a  very  inconilderable  (bare ;  and  naw  he  fpared  himfelf,  rather 
than  the  Houfe,  for  although  his  fpeech  was  Ihort,  the  addrefs 
was  a  very  long  one.    He  then  entered  into  a  very  high  pane- 

fyric  on  the  talents  of  his  noble  Relation  and  right  honourable 
riend.  Lord  Grenville  and  Mr.  Dundas,  whofe  labours  in 
the  public  fervice  would  be  adequately  eftimated  only  by  pof- 
terity,  after  perufat  of  the  doi*uments  which  would  be  left 
behind  them.  He  then  recapitulated  the  fums  of  money  al- 
luded to  in  the  Addrefs  and  contended  that  they  were  fallaci- 
oufly  ftated  in  the  Addrefs  in  various  inftances,  to  which  he 
pointed.  He  concluded  with  obfervine  that  he  could  not  aflen^ 
to  fending  to  hisMajpfty  an}Addrefs  which  contained  a  miflate* 
blent  of  Tads,.and  in  which  were  drawn  erroneous  conclufions* 
Mr-  fVilberforce  faid,  that  through  the  whole  of  his  Parlia« 
mentary  life>  he  had  never  witrtefled  an  indance  of  a  motion  ^ 
beir>g  brought  forward  which  betrayed  a  more  ftriking  example 
of  prejudice  than  that  made  tliis  night  by  the  honourable  Gen- 
tleman. No  diliindion  was  made  by  him  between  a  prodigal 
profufion  of  the  public  money,  and  a  wife  and  liberal  expenditure 
pf  it,  where  the  nature  of  the  office  to  be  executed,  and  the  ta- 
kuts  nectflkry  to  the  due  execution  of  it  fliould  be  properly 
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attended  to  andi  adequatciy  recocnpenfed.  It  was  long  a  matter 
of  aftonifliment  to  him,  how  a  fituatioii  which  required  (uch 
difiVrent  tatents  and  fuct!  different  preparatory  ftudies»  could 
ever  have  hecn  fille<l  by  one  and  the  fame  man  ;  it  was  with 
i;irisfa£tton«  thertfore,  that  he  viewed!  the  fcparaiion  of  o£Ece 
that  had  taken  place,  and  that  fatisfa&ion  was  furely  not  di« 
ininifhfd  when  he  attended  to  the  abilities  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  who  had  been  appointed  todifcharge  it ;  and 
if  the  iionourabte  Gentleman  who  moyed  the  Addrefs  had  any* 
actuaintance  wirh  the  nature  of  public  offices,  he  would  be 
obliged  to  confefs  that  there  was  never  more  attention^  dili^ 
gcnce,  and  affidotty  evinced  in  any  offiocik  than  in  that  where  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  prefided.  Indeed  he  tliought  htm 
a  model  of  imitation  in  this  refpe6l ;  it  was  therefore  not  with* 
'  out  fome  fenfe  of  indignation,  that  be  Uflened  to  the  toilnua* 
tions  thmwti  out  againft  Minifters  on  this  occafion  ;  infiua- 
tions  which  he  as  an  independent  man  would  ever  reprobate, 
and  which  a  fpjrit  of  candour  and  liberality  could  never  have 
fuggeftcd.     He  would  therefore  oppoTc  the  Addrefs. 

Mr.  AMott  thought  himfeif  boiifid  to  defend  the  G>mmitte& 
of  Finance,  of  which  he  had  the  honour  of  being  a  member. 
To  the  Report  of  that  Committee  he  would  at&ene,  nor  could 
he  bring  himfelf  to  agree  with  the  opinion  now  delivered  in  the 
rival  Report,  brought  forward  by  the  honourable  Gentleman. 
He  then  appealed  to  the  hif^ory  of  the  laft  century,  to  prove . 
the  ncccfEtypf  a  third  Secretary  of  State.  As  to  the  mere 
finecure  places,  he  thought  they  aj^orded  a  very  proper  and 
pradicable  fi^ld  for  ttmm^  and  the  prefent  was  a  moment 
which  called  for  every  poffible  retrenchment  iathat  refpedl, 
but  Ke  was  averfe  10  any  retrenchment  that  could  tend  to  di* 
fnintfh  the  fplendour  and.  dignity  of  the  Crown.  The  addrefs 
he  looked  upon  as  impolitic  and  imperfeft. 

Mr.  P,  Carew  was  of  opinion,  that  the  feparation  of  the  two 
oflSccs  was  highly  necefTary  in  time  of  war,  and  would  be  alfo 
acFvifeable  in  time  of  peace. 

Mr.  Scrape  Bernard  defended  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
and  obferved,  that  it  had  been  recommended  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Enquiry,  that  the  furplus  fees  fhould  go  to  the  Civil 
Lift,  to  make  up  for  the  Extraordinary  Expences  to  wTiich  it 
vCas  expofed  in  time  of  war. 

Mr.  Tiemey  rofe  in  reply :  he  obferved,  that  the  moft  im- 
portant part  of  the  addrefs>  namely,  the'faSs  it  contained, 
remained  ftill  uncontroverted  ;  the  objedions  offered  to  them 
*  were  unfuppofted  by  a  tittle  of  what  could  be  called'eviilence. 
He  contended  that  the  addrefs  was  drawn  up  with  the  mod 
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guarded  circumfpefiion  ;  it  principally  dated  the  abufi:  in 
cfiabliihiog  an  increafed  fyftem  of  patit>nage9  and  reproligliai 
the  meafure  of  aggrandizing  the  civil  lift,  by  giving  to  it  Ike 
fees  of  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  State,  as  uncontUtutional 
and  unwarranted  in  the  hlgheft  degree*  He  perceived  that 
the  office  of  Third  Secretary  was  intended  as  a  permanent 
eftabUihmenty  iht  allegations  refefrins  to  that  point  werr 
nncontradided,  and  the  Houfe  would  decide  on  the  juftice  of 
his  inferences.  He  could  not  help  obfenringt  that  fdme  gen* 
tiemen  on  the  Finance  Committee  felt  fore  at  his  ftatemehts  ; 
and  a  didincuilhed  Member  went  fo  far  as  to  call  it  <<  a  rival 
report."  The  prayer  of  the  petition  to  his  Majefty  went  ta 
induce  him/to  do  away  the  impreflioni  in  a  confiderable  in- 
ftance,  of  the  war  beipg  produ£tive  of  a  fyftem  of  emolu* 
ment  and  patronage.  The  idea  df  the  appointment  of  a  Thfrd 
Secretary  of  State,  namely,  for  managing  the  arfl^irs  of  Scot- 
land, was  by  no  means  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Third  Secretary  of  State  at  prefertt :  the  circum- 
fiances  of  that  kingdom  might  require  it  at  the  time  ;  how^ 
ever  in  due  time  it  died  a  natural -death,  it  was  no  longer 
found  neceflary.  The  office  of  American  Secretary  did  not 
long  exift  ;  Parliament  decidedly*  fet  its  face  agjainft  it,  and 
dechred  the  office  to  be  at  teaft  unneceflary ;  in  1782,  hy 
the  operation  of  Mr.  Burke's  bill,  it  was  fupprefled.  With 
lefpeA  to  what  an  honourable  Gentleman  had  dated,  relative 
to  the  oniiffion  of  the  next  clanfe  of  the  bill,  to  that  fet  forth' 
in  the  addrefs,  the  omiffion  had  by  no  means  the  effed  alluded 
to;  the  office  might  certainly  be  revived  by  the  Crown  ;  but 
let  the  language  of  the  ad  rcfpe£ting  a  revival  of  the  o^ce 
be  feen,  and  the  heavy  penalties  attached  to  the  holder  of  the 
office  will  clearly  appear.  The  bill  could  not  be  faid  to 
fpeak  in  terms  of  approbation  of  the  revival  of  the  office; 
as  well  it  might  be  faid  that  a  penal  ftatute  recognifed  thr 
critne  of  bursary,  becaufe  it  mentioned  it  for  the  purpofeof 
attaching  the  penalty  of  hanging  to  the  offender. 

Mr.  Tierney  then  adverted  to  what  he  defcribed  as  the  un- 
warrantable perfonality  manifefted  by  thofe  who  oppofed  his 
motion.  He  aflUred  Gentlemen,  it  was  equally  painful  to 
him  to  adopt  Derfonality  in  his  defence^  as  to  hear  it  applied 
to  himfelf.  He  was  fairly  committed  with  one  right  honour- 
able Gentleman.  He  aflerted  the  office  in  quellion  to  be 
unneceffiuy  ;  that  perfon  averred  it  was  neceflary.  In  tKis 
point  of  vidW  they  could  proceed  no  further.  He  was  as 
willing  to  give  credit,  as  to  alfume  it,  that  they  both  fpbke 

their 
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tlieif  genuine  fcntiments  and  feelings.    But  perhaps  the  right 
henmirabte  Gentleman  felt  a  little  bias,  from  the  circum- 
Aance  of  his  being  in  poflcflion  of  the  office  himfelf ;  of  that 
others,  were  to  jttd§e      He  repeated,  however,  that  the  ap* 
propriation  of  the  tees  to  the  civil  lift,  without  a  vote' of  that 
Hcufe,  or  the  fanfiion  of  Parliament,  was  highly  reprehen« 
fible  and  unconftitutional :  and  this  was  one  great  ground  of 
his  pf-efent  charge^    If  the- civil  lift  was  inadequate  to  its 
purpofes,  or  to  the  d'^nity  of  the  Crowns  it  fhould  be  made 
adequate  by  fair,  open,  and  conftttutional  means.    The  main 
points  of  the  addrefs  were  two:  firft,  the  allegation  that  the 
office  was  unncceifary  ;  againflr  which  there  was  no  evidence 
offered,  but  the  bare  alfertion  of  the  right  honourable  Geit* 
tleman :  his  allegation  was  borne  oiit  by  the  teftimony  of 
Mr.  Pollock,  vsHho  decidedly  ftated  his  opinion,   that  the 
office  was  unneceflary*    With  refpeft  to  what  was  faid  of 
the  unwillingnefs  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  to  ac- 
cept the  office  of  %cretary,.  and  that  he  had  executed  it  gra- 
tuitoufly,  it  ihould  appear  that  he  foon  repented  of  that  con- 
ceffion,  for  he  contrived  to  get  a  falary  annexed  to  the  office 
of  Prefident  of  the  Board  of  Controui,  and  fpeedily  after,  to 
get  two  friends  of  his,  Members  of  Parliament,  accomnni- 
dated  with  fituations  of  1500!.  a- year  each;   indeed jhar 
Gentleman  never  vvas  without  a.  train  of  Iriends  to  trumpet* 
forth  his  praifes  whenoccafion  required.  It  was  alfoftrongly 
obje^ed  to  the  addrefs,  that  it  had  no  fpecific  objed ;  it  how- 
ever had  obvioufly  a  fpedfic  obje£),  which  was  the  abroga- 
tion of  an  unneceflary  office,  and  the'conCsquent  retrench- 
ment of  large  falaries.    The  exiftence  of  the  office  militated 
againft  the  fpirit  ofMr*  Burke's  bill,  and  the  deprivation  of 
the  Secretaries  office  to  a  certain  amount  in  fees,  of  22,oool. 
per  annum,  and  which  fum  was  known  to  be  much  larger 
nnce  the  war,  without  any  account  of  the  particular  appl  i- 
cation  of  it  being  laid  before  Parliament,  ought  ferioufly  to  ' 
be  epquired  into.    The  addrefs  involved  a  fpecific  objcd,  as 
far  as  it  was  in  his  mind  decorous  or  proper  to  do  fo ;  it 
pointed  to  the  grievance,  but  left  the  fpecific  remedy  in  the 
breafi:  of  his  Majefty. ,  His  view  was  to  make  him  appear 
as  the  father  of  his  people  ;  he  wilhed  to  fee  the  Sovereign 
popular ;  he  thought  the  redrefs  had  better  come  from  that 
quartet ;  he  did  not  like  to  fuggeft  any  thing  that  might  ap- 
pear like  an  interference  with  the  prerogative  ;.the  objeft  of 
the  addrefs  was  clear  and  defined,  no  doubts  couM  be  enter-  . 
tained  ^ut  it.    The  arrangement  of  the  fees,  and  their  ap 
3  F  2  plicatiot 
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plication  to  the  civil  lift,  he  thought  highly  rcjprebenfibie. 
No  gentkm^ny  except  thofe  tmmediately  concerned  in  the 
office,  had  diredly  averred  his  opinion  that  it  was  neceflary : 
he  was  free  to  allow  that  certain  parts  of  the  official  condu£l 
of  the  right  h<mourabIe  Secretary,  and  the  accuracy,  cor- 
•  reftnefs,  and  regularity  which  pervaded  his  d^part^nents, 
had  confiderable  merit,  .and  deferved  the  encomiums 
which  were  befiowed  upon  him.  For  his  o'^n  p^rt,  he  had 
no  other  motives  in  thus  coming  forward,  but  a  fervent  re-< 
gard  to  th^  public  welfare,  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  and  a 
•wi(h,  in  times  like  the  prefent,  to  fee  the  mod  rigid  oecon 
nomy  enforced.  With  thefe  impreflTions,  he  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  perfiil  in  moving  the  Houfe  to  addrefs  his  Majelly. 

Mr.  P.  Carcw  explained. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  |hat  h^  had  conflitutional  grounds  {6v 
fupporting  the  addrefs  ;  he  would  avpw  his  opinion  and  that 
was,  that  the  oflTice  in  queftion  tended  to  give  an  unconfUtu* 
tional  patronage  to  the  Crown. 

The  queftion  was.  then  put  on  the  addrefs»  which  was  ne-o 
.gattved  without  a  divifion. 

The  other  orders  of  the  day  wera  deferred,  and  the 
Hoiifo  adjourned. 

LIST  OF  THE  MINORITY, 

WHO  VOTED  ACAINST  MR.  PITT*S  BII4.  FOA  DOVIUNG,  THIPUNQ^ 
AND  QUia>KUPLXIi!0  THE  ASSESSED  TAXES, 

Die.  14,  J797» 

Barclay,  Geo.  Jr-ky',  J. 

Beauderk,  C.  G,  Keitip)  T.^ 

Bird,  W.  W.  Knight,  R.  P. 

Boovcric,  Hon,  E.  (North  •  L  n^fton,  J, 

ampton.)  Lloyd,  J.  M. 

Brogden,  J.  Mainnrariniir,  W.  (Middv.) 

Burch,  J.  R.  Nicholls,  J. 

Burdett,  Sir  F.  North,  Dudley 

Byng,  George   '  Petric,  — — 

Clayton,  SirR.  Pcirfe,  Henrr 

Coke,  0*  P.  (Nottingham.)  Pochin,  W.  (Ldceifcrfli,)    ' 

Copley,' Sir  L.  Rawdou,  Hon.  Jolm 

Coiiitenay,  J,  Rawdon,  Hon.  George 

Denifon,  W.  J.  Richandfoiu  J, 

Kdwards,  Bi^nn*  »    Robfon,  T.  3.' 

Fuzpatrick,  R.  H.  R.  Ruflel,  Loiyl  Wm. 

.  Fox,  Right  Hon.  C.  J.  Sheridan,  *.  B. 

H^re,  James  '     Sinclair,  Sir  J.   '  * 

Hftwkin?,  Sir  C.  '   Spencer,  Lord  Robert     . 

Howard,  Henry  .            Stanley,  Lord 

Hu%,  Wmu  St.  John,  Uon»  St«  Andivsr 

TarletOD» 
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Tarkton,  General  Tufton,  Hon.  John  ^ 

Tftoinpfon,  Thofpat  Walwyn,  James 

.     ThtiTtitoD,  H.  (Soothwark)         W«fterni  C.  C. 

Tierney,  Gtforge  Wigley,  E.  (Wcrccftcr.> 

Tufton,  Hon.  Henry  Willbn,  R.  (Barnftaplc) 

TELLERS. 

Tiefneyj  George  Combe,  Akterman 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Moi/DAY,    DtC.  \Z. 
SCOTS  APPEALS. 

Sir  Hew  DalrympIe^.Bart.  v.  the  Hon.  M^jrtanne  Fullar- 
lon  and  Col.^FiilIarton. 

Their  Lordfbips  refumed  the  confideration  of  this  impor- 
tant cafe,  when  *  > 

Lord  Thurl.iv  To(e,  and  fts^ted  his  opinion  thereon  at  fome 
lengtht  deeming  it  proper  that  certain  points  of  the  cafe 
(hould  be  referred  back  to  the  confideration  of  the  Scots 
Court. 

The  Lord  Chanctlhr  followed,  and  (hortly  ftated  the 
grounds  of  his  a^cquiefcence  hi  the  opinion  of  the  noblq 
and  learned  Lord.  He  concluded  by  moving 'a  refoiution< 
to  the  following  eife£t :  *<  That  the  cafe  be  remitted  to  the 
Court  of  Seflion,  in  order  that  they  may  fpecify  the  grounds 
on  which  they  gave  their  opinion  on  certain  points,  which 
^d  not  appear  to  be  afcertained/'  &c. 

Their  Lordfliips  acquiefced  in  this  determination. 

John»  Vtfcount  Arbuthnot,  v.  Colin  Gillies,  Merchant, 
in  Brechin. 

The  counferfor  the  appellant  were  heard  in  continuation, 
and  concluded ;  when 

The  Lord  ChanceUor  feeming  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  the 
merits  of  the  cafe,  declined  troubling  the  refpondeot's 
counfeL    . 

The  Attorney  Gsmralt  on  the  part  of  the  refpondent^  fug'!^ 
gefted  the  propriety  of  annexing  cofts. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquiefced  in  this  point,  and  after  % 
brief  (btement  of  the  merits  of  the  cafe,  in  which  the  c6a- 
d\iGt  of  the  appellant  did  not  efcape  animadverfioo»  moved 
th^ir  Lordihips  to  affirm  the  decree  of  the  Scots  Court,  and 
lo  attach  lool.  cofts,  which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

.The  various  bills  upon  the  table  were  forwatdMl  in  their 
fcfpe6U?e  ftages,  after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned  till  eight 
e'idock  the  next  4aT. 

,    HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
MofTBAY,  Dec.  18. 

The  Marine  Mutinyliili  w6nt  througha.Committeey  and 
was  ordered  to  be  reported  on  Weduefday. 

Mr.  Mninivariffg  prefented  a  petition  from  the  inbabitants 
of  the  parilh 'of  Cterkenwell,  fiating  that  the  psTrifh  contains 
21,000  perfonSy  ^oOo  of  whom  were  watch  and  clock- 
makers  ;  that  by  tne  cffedls  of  the  duty  laid  on  watches  and 
clocks,  that  body  of  men  were  thrown.out  of  employment  in 
fuch  numbers  that  the  alTefTment  of  poors-rate  in  that  parifh 
amotmted  tC54;oool.  and  that  if  the  lax  ifaotild  remain  in 
force,  there  would  be  a  great  addition  to  the  number  who 
are  driven  to  the  parilh  for  necelfary  fupport*  The  petition 
therefore  prayed  confideration  and  relief. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  petitipn  of  the  fame  kind  was  brought  isp  from  the 
parifh  of  St.  John,  by  Mr.Matnwaringy  and  oixlefed  to  lie 
on  the  teble. 

Sir  Charles  Bunhury  rofe  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  ;'  he 
faid  that  great  difcontents  had  arifen  in  hi^  part  of  the  coun« 
try,  itom .  the  prefeai  mode  of  taxing  pleafure-carts,  he 
would,  tlierefore,  after  the  recefs,  make  a  nu>tion  to  amend 
that  ad.        . 

Op  the  motion  oC  Sir  fF.  Dolien,  the  Houfe  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  Cooimiitee,  and  voted  fome  refoiutions  refpefling  the 
bounties  .tobe  given  .to  mailers  and  furgeons  of  flave-fiiips. 

•  A&SESSED  TAXR'S. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  (hould  in  a 
vccf  few  words  date  to  the  Houfe  the  general  nature  of  the 
modifications  which  he  intended  to  fubmit  with  regard  to  the 
bill  for  increafmg  the  afleflfed  taxes.  He  propofed  that  the 
•modificatiotis  ihould  apply  to  the  general  amount  of  the 
houfe-ux,  the  window-tax,  and  a  further  abatement  of  the 
duty  in  certain  CsifeS,  to  thofb  houfelceepers  who  keep  (hops, 
and  others  who  were  to  be  itiCtuded  in  the  indulgencies  ;  alfi) 
he  (hould  pTO|k)fe  ati  kugmentatibh  in  the  duty  on  thofe  who 
kenc  carriages' and  male  fcrvahts,  &c.  The  detail  he  ihouM 
ent^rinio  hereafter.  He  was  perfeAly- aware  that  the*m^tt«t 
couldnot  be  finally  idifcufled  that  mght  for  many  reafons,  and 
for  one  too  obvious  to  n  ed  a  coMKiltfeRt,  the  early  hour  a!t 
which  the  Hon fe  was  to  afTemble  in  the  morning.  1 1  woitld» 
therefore,  fn  his  opinion,  ndt  b^  advifeable  for  the  Houfe  to 
fxt^uniil  a  late  hour  that  night.  He  therefore  Intended  to  pro^ 

pofe 
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pdfe  that  night  one  or  two  daufesi  leaving  the  whole  of  the 
matter  to  be  afterwards  difcufled,  for  which  purpofe  he  (bould 
wiih  that  theChainnan  (hould  report  progrefs,  and  a(k  leave  to 
fit  again,  and  then  to  refume  the  buiinefs  on  Wedhefday  next, 
and  proceed  on  it  afterwards  with  as  little  delay  as  poflible. 
He  wifhed  alip  that  the  report  fliould  be  printed,  and  that  a 
fhort  interval  Should  be  allowed  to  confider  the  whole  Bill, 
That  period  he  ( of^'eived  ihould  net  he  longer  than  W'eilnelilay  • 
fe'nniglK.  He  thought  that  this'  was  the  bell  mode  he  could 
take  to  fatis^  Gentlemen  as  to  what  his  intentions  were  upon 
this  matter. 

Mr,  Plumer  (^id^  ht  was  very  glad  that  the  Minifter  had 
given  this  notice  of  his  intention.  He  muft  iv>w  ^kclare,.  that  • 
if  he  attended  to  the  Bill  in  the  Committee,  he  was  not  after- 
wards to  he  confidered  as  having  given  up  his  right  to  oppofe 
the  Bill  altogether.  He  ohje£ted  to  tlie  principle  of  it.  It  wa& 
unju(l^|t.4)JI  events,  and  might  in  many  cafes  be  extremely  op> 
prcffive,  in  having  a  retrofpedlive  cfFcft. 

xMr.  Nichoiis  objeaed  to  the  Bill  on  two  grounds  — Firft, 
hccaufe  it  was  unjuft,  partial  and  moil  Oppreflive.  Seondly, 
becaufe  it  would  be  inefficient ;  for  by  the  general  diftrefs  it 
would  occafion  there  would  follow  a  diminution  of  the  revenue 
in  articles  that  a? e  already  taxed.  He  objcfled  to  it  further, 
becaufe  it  was  not  what  the  Minifter  ftat^  it  to  be,  namely^ 
a  tax  upon  property.  It  was  a  tax  upon  income,  and  that  was 
uncertain  in  its  nature,  for  the  mcft  eminent  perfons  in  the 
country,  who  fupported  themfelvcs  by  their  talents,  Gentlemen 
of  the  learned  profeflTion,  and  phyfictans  had  no  certain  income 
from  property ;  it  was  always  fubje£l  to  great  fluduations,  and 
could  never  be  otherwife,  and  theicfore  it  was  impoffible  to> 
make  a  tax  like  this  applicable  to  the  cafes  of  thefe>  perfons.  He 
objc6led  to  the  tax  on  the  ground  that  it  was  novel  in  its  nature, 
unknown  in  the  pra£iice  of  our  anceftors,  and  repugnant  to' 
the  fpirit  of  our  Conftitution.  He  apprehended  that  it  would  • 
be  quite  impoffible  to  carry  it  into  eife£t  upon  the  ^principle  q( 
its  author^  namely,  that  of  *'  Taxing  every  man  according  to 
his  income,"  without  eibbltfbinc;  an  jnquifitbnaji..p9wer  to  ex- 
amine into  the  private  circum(^qnces  of  every  maia  in  this 
country.  That  was  an  objedlion  which  could  not  be  remedied 
in  the  Committee ;  the  Bill  muft  create  that  powerto.be  pro-, 
dudive.  He  was  not  ready  to  aflent  to  the  e(lablt(faii)^nt  of 
an  inquifitorial  power  over  the  -rircumftances  of  every  ;nan  in> 
the  country,  and  therefore  he  mud  oppofe  the  Spea^^'s  leav-. 
ing  the  chair  to  allow  rthe  Bill  to  ^o  into  a  Committee. 

Mr.  JolHffe.  thought  that  the  principle  of  the  Bill  Avas  not 
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tmderftood,  but  was  qsuch  mi  Comprehended  by  the  public ;  he 
believed  that  if  the  principle  of  the  Bill  were  generally  known, 
there  would  be  a  general  confent  to  it.  There  were  pans  diat 
wanted  modtficationy  but  that  was  eafily  tlone.  The  queAion 
now  oug)it  not  to  be  in  wliat  way  the  M'miAer  (hould  be  op- 
poTedy  but  how  we  were  to  exert  ourfelves  agatnfV  the  commoit 
enemy  ?  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  fitted  die 
other  day,  that  this  conteft  was  one  m  which  all  hiw,  order, 
morality,  religion,  and  all  the  bleiBngs  of  civil  fociety  were  at 
ftake.  He  thought  it  a  paltry  way  of  defcrtbing  the  conteft  ; 
not  only  our  law  and  religion  were  at  (lake,  but- what  were  of 
much  greater  confequence  were  at  ftake— our  property  and 
our  exifience.  Should  the  French  come  anong  us,  they  would 
not  want  our  Javrs  or  our  religioot  or  our  morals ;  they  would 
take  awav  our  property  and  our  lives*  As  a  tax  upon  income 
be  thougnt  this  a  proper  meafure ;  he  knew  of  nothtnr  that 
was  better  in  principle ;  he  hoped  that  the  public  woula  have 
fome  fati$fa£lory  account  of  the  manner  in  which  this  money 
was  to  be  applied  when  raifed,  as  well  as  a  better  account  of 
the  ndanner  in  which  foeaitr  grants  bad  been  expended  than 
they  hitherto  had«  for  certainly  the  people  were  not  now  in  as 
good  a  humour  as  they  had  been.  Although  he  approved  of 
the  general  principle  of  the  Bill,  he  obje£ldl  to  that  part  of  it 
which  Blade  the  diarge  retrofpeiftive.  He  hoped  that  would 
be  alteced  in  the  Comniittee. 

Lord  /^  Ruffff/l  &id,  that  notwithflanding  the  modification 
^which'the  Minifler  propofed,  he  could  not  help  confidering  it 
as  his  duty  to  refift  the  queftkm  for  the  Speaker  leevtiig  the 
chair.  After  the  determtnatk)n  of  the  Houfe  on  a  former  night, 
when  fuch  arguments  had  been  fo  well  and  fopoWerfuIIy  ur^, 
he  could  not  expe6i  to  produce  much  eScA  by  what  he  had  to 
fay,  but  he  muft  petferm  his  duty.  He  was  unavoidably  ab* 
lent  when  this  meafure  w^  difcailbd,  or  he  (hould  then  have 
cppofcd  it.  He  was  one  of  thofe  who  thought  that  a  Member 
of  that  Houfe  ought  to  follow  the  diredtion  of  his  confiituents 
upon  points  which  either  promoted  their  moft  immediate  inte^ 
refis,  or  involved  tlieir  inevitable  ruin.  If  not,  he  knew  not  what 
fort  of  reprefentation  the  Houfe  was  to  be  called.  Nor  did  he 
know  how  Gentlemen  who  held  a  contrary  dbSrine,  fUch,  for 
inftance,  as  that  the  unpopularity  of  the  meafure  is  a  reafon  for 
adopting  it,  he  knew  not,  he  faid,  how  fuch  perfons  kept  their* 
coiifcieincesat  eafe,or  how  they  were  to  face  their  conftituents, 
if  they  intended  ever  tofiuze  them,  but  perhaps  the  Mirttfter  might 
place  them  beyond  the  reach  of  their  coniVitaents.  He,  however, 
wouldobey  the  voiceof  his  conftituents,  which  were  alfo agreeable 
to  his  opinion.  A  greatinany  of  them  attended  the  meeting  in  the 

l&rough 
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Borough  when  this  Bill  was  taken  ihto  confideration,  and  their 
fenfe  was  there  exprefled.  He  had  received  communicationsfrom 
various  others,  and  they  all  agreed  in  ^reprobating  the  meafure  . 
as  being  to  the  laft  degree  tyrannical.     This  was  admitted  by 
the  mod  aWe  ddvdcates  the  Minifter  ever  had — of  this  there  was 
a  flrikmg  inftance  in  the  Borough  (alluding,  probably,  to 
what  was  fiiid  by  Mr.  Stoneftreet.)     Indeed  the  bill  appeared 
to  him  in  a  light  fo  odious  that  he  could  not  think  of  altenting ' 
to  its  pfqgreft  one  ftep  further ;  and  fhould  it,  in  the  phrenzy 
of  the  day  be  pallibd,  he  knew  not  how  it  was  to  be  put  in  force* 
We  had  indeed  heard  of  a  «*  vigour  beyond  the  law/"  perhaps 
this  was  riiooght  a  fit  time  to  exercife  it,  efpecially  when  we 
faw  the  fituation  to  which  Ireland  was  reduced  ;  a  fituation 
that  excited  til  his  mind  nothing  but  horror.     It  had  been  faid 
that  this  Parliament  was  not  the  Parliament  of  the  People,  but 
the  ^rliament  of  the  King— and  this  meafure  was  admirably 
adapted  to  that  idea ;  indeed  he  could  not  help  feeling  fofne 
apprebenfions' of  that  kind  upon  reflecting  oh  the, tenor  of  the 
fpecch  from  the  Throne,  for  it  feemed  to  breathe  a  fpririt  of 
interference  with  the  ancient  and  exclufive  privilege  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  pointing  out  how  the  revenue  was  to 
be  mafnaged  in  fome  degree.     He  knew  nor  how  others  felt 
npon  this  idea,  but  he  liad  very  ftrong  and  unfavourable  ap- 
prehenfions  upon  tt,  at^d  he  had  nordrfficulty  in  (iii'iog  then^« 
He  h^d  no  difficulty  either  in  joining  an  honourabll^  Gentle- 
man in  the  aflfertion,  that  he  had  a  general  retainer  fo  o|)pofe 
the  prefent  Miniflers  ;  that  he  was  fure  it  was  the  wilh.uot 
only  of  a  great  and  decided  majority  of  his  Conftituents,  but 
alfo  of  the  great  mafs  of  the  people  of  England-   That  they  are 
in  fuch  a  fituation  from  the  frantic  ravings  which  the  Chan* 
cellorof  the  £xchequer  and  the  Secretary  at.  War,  efpecially 
the  latter,  h«kd  urged  againft  the  French,  that  it  would  be 
madnefs  to  expeft  peace  while  they  corttmue  in  office*     He 
mud,  therefore,  as  a  friend  to  his  country,  never  entruft  them 
with  the  public  purfe. 

Mr  Sbaw  Lcfebvre  faid,  that  there  was  nothing  novel  in  the 
principle  of  the  prefent  meafure.  About  the  latter  end  of  the 
laft  century  a  much  ft rpnger  meafure. wa'S  voted  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  After  what  had  been  faid  by  the 
Minifter,.  l>e  thought  the  Houfe  was  bound  to  go  into  a  Cora- 
mittee  upon  the  Bill.  He  believed,  indeed,  that  the  peopid 
miftook  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  with  which,  after  fome  mo- 
difications, when  they  urideiftand  the  whole,  they  would  be 
iatisfied. 
Mr.  f9ilherforce  confidercd  Gentlemen  on  the.'Othcr  fide  as 
Vol,  1.  1797.  3  G  having 
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having  made  up  their  miivds  to  oppoTe  the  fupp]te$  while  the 
prefent  Adminiflraiion  continued,  and  therefore  they  were 
bound  to  make  out  a  cafe  againft  the  Minifters  in  defence  of 
themfiplves,  and  furely  the  cafe  ought  to  be  ftrong,  indeed,  be- 
fore a  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (houU  vote  againft 
the  fupply  of  the  year.  That  was  the  amount  of  the  oppofi- 
tipn  of  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft ;  indeed',  with  the  ma- 
terials they  had.  Gentlemen  had  made  out  a  pretty  good  cafe. 
They  faid  that  peace  could  not  be  made  by  the  j^rcfcht  Admi- 
niftration,  and  therefore  they  would  not  vote  for  any  fupplies 
until  they  were  removed ;  and  then,  inftead  of  difcuffing  the 
nieafure  itfclf  upon  its  own  iiierits.and  demerits,  they  opp6(ed 
it  altogether  on  account  of  the  objedlions  they  had  to  the  Ad- 
miniftration.  Did  they  nican  to  fay  that,  even  ^f  the  enemy 
was  in  the  kingdom,  they  would  not  vote  any  fupply  unlejs 
the  Minifters  were  removed  ?  That  was  the  tendency  of  their 
arguments,  and  he  appreiiendcd  it  had  a  tendency  to  increafe 
the  ambition  of  the  enemy.  Far  otherwife  were  his  views,  'and 
he  would  fpeak  out,  for  his  lentiments  in  public  and  in  privatci 
had  nothing  in  them  which  he  wifhed  to  conceal.  If  WQ  wish- 
ed to  prefcrve  any  of  the  blcfTings  we  enjoy,  we  mud  be  pre- 
pared to  make  very  large  facrifices ;  very  large  fums.  of  money 
muft  be  raifed.  He  verily  believed,  that  although  there  was 
fo  much  violence  of  contention  in  that  Houfe,  and  out  pf  it, 
ahnoft  every  man  meant  nothing  but  the  good  of  his  country. 
He  admitted  that  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  and  many 
others,  really  thought  it  was  dangerous  to  this  country  that  tl:e 
prefent  Adininiftration  (hould  continue.  They  all  meant 
equally  well  fpr  their  country.  They  differed  only  upon  tho^ 
means  of  fcrving  it.  He  did  not,  however,  think,  that  thofe 
Who  thought  the  worft  of  Admin iftration  could  be  juftified  in 
withholding  the  fupplies  altogether  until  their  removal,  for  that 
was  an  iavitation  to  the  enemy.  He  had  not  heard  any. 
thing  fjid  to  prove  that  this  Bill,  however  defedlive  in  its  pre- 
fent form,  could  not  be  modified  in  a  Committee,  and  therefore- 
he  (hould  vote  for  its  going  into  that  Committee,  in  which 
(lagc  he  had  many  modifications  himfelf  to  propofc.  He  thought 
the  people  of  this  country  ought  to  know  their  fuuation.  They 
fllould  know,  that  unlefs  they  are  prepared  to  make  great  fa- 
crifices, they  will  not  only  lofe' all  theit  relative  importance  in 
the  fcaleof  Europe,  but  muft  hifevitably,  and  that  foon,  be  dc- 
piivcd  of  every  one  comfort  which  they  how  enjoy  at  home. 
Tliey  fhould  be  faithful  to  ihcmfelvcs,  and  that  they  could- 
never  be,  if  they  refufed  to  make  very  great  facrifices.  (jovern- 
nient  muft  be  fupporfed,  or  there  muil  be  ail  end  of  us  as  a. 

people.. 
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people.  He  cared  not  who  was  the  Minifter ;  any  man  in  that 
lituation,  who  was  a  friend  10  the  Conftitution,  fhould  have 
his  fupport.  He  would  fay  again,  that  unlefs  very  opulent 
-commercial  men  cape  forward  in  a  manner  that  no  Miniiler 
could  propofe,  nor  hwdly  any  Parliament  infift  upon,  they 
would  be  wanting  in  rtie  duty  they  owed  to  their  country,  and 
our  ruin  mufl  foon  follow.  But  if  we  all  united  and  came  for- 
ward, each  according  to  his  abilcy,  and  fubmit  to  Parliament 
.  to  regulate  the  dircftion  of  our  public  fpirit,  all  the  difficulty 
,wouJd  loon  be  over.  The  contrwy  conduft  tended  to  bring 
about,  among  us,  thofe  icencs  which  had  excited  fo  much  hor- 
ror in  another  country.  Alas !  alasl  Tliefc  very  perfons  who 
were  now  fo  aflnve  in  creating  the  difcontent  of  the  people 
^gainft  theGnernment,  would  foon  be  the  vidlims  of  their 
own  policy.  Me  begged  pardon,-  but  he  fpoke  from  the  feel- 
ings of  his  heart  when  he  dcfired  Gentlemen  to  lower  their 
tone  wfcen  they  fpoke  of  the  tScdt  of  pablic. meetings^  and  the 
ncceflity  of  yieldmg  to  the  public  voice.  V/e  knew  howdclU- 
tute  of  rcfleaion  many  of  thefe  oppoCitions  were.  He  wiflie^l 
us  to  have  the  prefent  G>nftitution,  not  Ibracthing  dfe,  which 
fome  perlons  might  think  a  Ixittcr  fvAem.  He  widied  us  to 
confider  Monarchy  not  merely  as  a  thing  to  be  endured  or  to- 
lerated, or  fuffered,  but  a  form  lo  be  loved,  cheriihed,  and 
prefervcd  wirt^  all  the  fplendour  which  adorns  it,  as  well  as  the 
happinefs  which  it  is  calculated  to  fecure,  hy  preventing,  a- 
roong  other  things,  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  wmch  it  did  by 
the  check  it  always  held  againft  individual  ambition.  Gentle- 
men when  thev  made  obCervations  in  general  terms  againft  the 
•corruption  of  Executive  Government,  did  not  always  refleft 
what  their  obfervations  tended  to— the  dcftru6lion  of  all  au- 
thority, and  the  commencement  of  anarchy.  He  was  forry  to 
fay  he  bad  heard  many  obfervations  m:^de  under  colour  of  fup- 
porting  oar  Conftitution,  wh'ch  certainly  were  not  agreeable 
to  our  Conftitution  at  all.  Let  us  remember  our  fituation. 
Next  year  vji  may  tvi/h  to  meet  upon  another  place  ofajifndar  noh 
ture  with  the  ^ejcnt.  He  owned  he  wiihed  to*raect  at  the  (amc. 
place;  but  it  Gentlemen  indulged  in  general  invedlivc  againft 
the  Houfe  and  againft  the  majority,  perhaps  a  mucli  larger  one 
would  be  neceffary.  He  then  expreffed  a  hope  that  this  a)ea- 
fure  would  be  followed  up  with  oeconomy  in  our  affairs,  hoih 
in  public  and  in  private,  and  that  we  ftiould  be  all  united  in 
one  vigorous  effort  againft  the  common  enemy.  Of  the  Bifl 
before  the  Houfe  he  mould  fay  nothing,-forof  ithe  had  formed 
no  opinion,  but  as  it  was  introduced  with  a  view  of  being  mt>- 
dified  in  the  Committee,  he  ihould  vote  for  its  commitment. 

3  G  a  Mr. 
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Mr,  Afanning  proftfki  himfelf  friendly  to  ihe  principle  of 
themcafurc,  and  was  for  the  bill  going  into  a  CommttteCy 
vriien  he  ihould  himfelf  propofe  foinc  claufes.  He  lamented 
moch  that  the  nnonied  men  did  not  come  forward,  and  by  vq- 
luntary  tontributions  affift  their  country  in  this  emergency. 
Ho  was  furc  that  the  bill  had  been  much  mifreprefentcd,  and 
ftated,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Briftol,  from  a  very 
intelligent  and  rcfpcftabic  pcrfon,  which  afllircd  him,  that  die 
xncafoie  was  much  approved" of  there.  He  did  not  in  the  Icaft 
doubt  of  the  good  intentions  of  the  rich  people  of  tliis  country, 
and  was  convinced  they  would  contribute,  if  any  equitable 
mode  of  taxation  was  difcovcrcd  ;  and  until  fome  better  meo- 
fure  was  propofed,  he  {hoiild  fupport  the  prefent  one. 

Mr.  ftW^»  fupporied  this  Bill  as  the  lighted  of  two  evils.; 
it  certainly  was  not  free  from  objedlions.  He  conceived  it  was 
hxiltj  in  this  refpei£l,  that  it  included  in  its  operation  fo  fmaji 
9  part  of  the  population  of  the  country.  It  would  afford  topios 
for  the  enemy.  *'  If,"  they  would  fay,  "  the  cxpenccsof  the 
war  arc  borne  by  fo  few,  let  us  pcrfevere,  and  wc  mud  exhanil 
them."  If  alfo  we  were,  as  was  likely  to  he,  in  the  fame  fiia- 
attionthis  time  twelvemonth,  all  thofe  clafles  now  exemptej! 
would  imagine  themfelves  entitled  to  future  exemptions;  fo 
that  if  there  was  a  necefiity  for  extending  the  tax,  it  could  not 
be  done  withdut  difficulty.  If  any  better  meafure  could  be 
found  out,  he  trnfted  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  bring 
|t  forwards ;  but  at  all  events  he  (hould  fupport  the  pre« 
fentBill. 

Mr.  Braggi  faid,  he  (hould  be  wanting  in  duty  to  his  conr 
ftituents  if  he  were  not  puhlicly  to  do  them  the  juftice  of  faying 
that  no  fct  of  men  were  more  defirous  than  they  were  of  con- 
tributing their  full  fliare  to  the  public  ncceflities.  He  had  heard 
no  objcaion  to  the  general  plan,  thougli  fome  of  the  details 
were  liable  to  objediion ;  and  when  the  Bill  went  into  the 
Committee  he  ihould  propafe  fome  alterations.  He  muft  alfg 
remark,  that  thofe  who  wilhed  the  adoption  of  vigour  did  wrong 
to  throw  out  other  general  propofitions  without  dating. any 
thing  fpecifically ;  by  fo  doing,  they,  in  fa£i:,  combined  with 
thofe*who  a£ted  upon  other  principles,  and  fo  e<)ually  impeded 
and  delayed  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  meafure. 

Mr.  Aui«^//4rl  faid,  the  only  queftion  was,  which  was  tlie  bed 
mode  of  raidng  a  large  turn  ?  For  it  was  admitted  by  all  that  a 
large  fujnwas  ncceflary  for  the'pubfic  feryice.  When  the  no- 
ble Lord  (Ruffel)  objefted  to  ifte  mode,  he  fliould  have  heard 
him  with  much  more  pleaflire  if  he  had  dated  as  a  reafon  that 
the  inimenfe  property  of  his  fen^ily  wks  not  enough  touched. 


Dec.  i8.]         WOODPALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS:  411 

In  f^St,  he  was  of  opinion^  that  the  very  rich  were  toa leni- 
ently treated  by  the  operation  of  this  meafure.  Many  others 
could  be  adopted,  to  which  he  Ihould  give  the  preference^ 
particularly  to  an  equal  land  tax»  ektendfd  to  all  fofts  of  pro- 
perty ;  but  if  no  other  meafure  was  adopted^  he  ihould  glYc 
his  a!lint  to  the  prefent. 

Mr.  Martin  fai^  he  would  vote  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  without  however  pledging  himfelf  to  give  the- bill  any 
future  countenance,  unlcfs  its  main  objcftions  were  done  away. 
Mr.  Tierney  faid,  he  waited  a  moment  or  two  before  he  rofe, 
to  fee  what  cStSi  the  very  eloquent  appeal  of  an  honourable 
Gentleman  would  have  upon  thofe  Gentlemen  commonly  - 
called  the  monied  intcrcft.  He  waited  in  hopes  they  would 
have  caught  the  hint,  and  expe£led  that  there  would  have  been 
a  race  among  them,  of  who  (hould  be  the  firft  to  fubfcribe  for  ^ 
the  fcrvices  of  the  country.  But  after  all,  nothing  was  heard 
except  a  letter,  figncd  by  nobody  knew  who,  brought-forward 
by  one  of  that  clafs,  dating,  that  the  people  of  Briftd  were  very 
well  contented  with  the  meafure.  He  was  much  furprifed  at 
this  condud,  alter  their  declarations  to  the  contrary.  He  be- 
lieved he  fpoke  accurately  ;  but  there  was  a  woitliy.  Alderman 
prefent,  who,  if  he  recolledled  right,  laft  year  propofed  taking 
the  chaii'on  a  certain  day  at  the  London  tavern,  for  tbe  purpofe 
of  receiving  fubfcriptions  for  the  fcrvice  of  the  country.  Not- 
withftanding  the  very  enticing  terms  in  which  the  advcrtife- 
ment  for  that  meeting  was  couched,  he  believed,  except  the 
occafional  attendance  of  the  waiter,  no  one  interrupted  the  pro* 
found  filence  of  the  room.  One  Gentleman,  indeed,  fat  down 
his  name  1500I.  which  he  fuppofed  was  never  paid,  for  be  had 
fearched  for  it  in  vain  in  the  accounts  of  the  Committee. 

From  ihe  commencement,  he  had  uniformly  oppofed  the 
prefent  meafure,  and  therefore  now  felt  it  impoflible  for  hioi 
to  give  his  aflent  to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  Tiic  prin- 
ciple was  not  at  ail  altered  by  the  modifications,  and  it  was 
one,  not  only  that  did  not  favour  of  BriiiOi  taxation,  but  wasi 
fyflem,  and  one  of  the  worft,  engendered  by  tiie  French  Re- 
volufion.  He  had  before  Oated,  that  fuch  were  h\%  fentiments 
of  the  meafur^,  and  on  that  day  hefbould  not  have  felt  ttneceflary 
to  have  rifen,  but  for  the  fpeech  of  a  right  honourable  Geiftle- 
man  who  fpoke  laft  but  two.  That  Gentleman,  it  wastrcie, 
fpoke  but  feldora  ;  when  his  eloquence  was  called  forth,  it  was  ' 
not  by  any  trifling  occasion.  He  had  no  general  retainer;  on 
the  contrary,  he  was  what,,  ampr^g.  the  lawyers,  was  called  a 
foreigner  upon  the  circuit.  JtAwas^  however,  vcry^'picafit^g 
for  jiim  to  hear  from  that  honourable  Gentleman  that  he  had 

made 
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made  out  d  good  cafe.  'The  hcmofiinibfe  Gcnilenwi  faid»  he 
wa9  induced  to  fupport  the  bill,  from  the  Asitemeiu  of  his  hotv. 
Friend,  Shewing  bow^  many  inod^cations  and  corredives  the 
general  principle  was  capable  of  receiving.  True  it  was,  that 
the  ChanceUor  of  the  £xchec|iier  did  ia&te  it ;  and  be  might 
)iaVe  gone  on  to  add,  that  he  did  fiot  at  that  time  know  what 
theCe  modihcations  aikl  corrc^ives  were  toi  be*  Though  at 
that  time  be  refufed  the  fmallefi  delays  yet  now  he  waft  not  an» 
xious  to  come  ft>  (o  ipeedy  a  decifion«  .  The  booourabJejnemt- 
ber  aflerts,  that  fome  thoufandt  have  deceived  tbeoifelvcs  with 
Tefpcdl  to  this  bill:  where  he  found  thefe  tUoufands  he  knew 
not  (  it  muft  be  in  fome  ^  the  diftanc  counties ;  for  near  the 
metropolis,  where  they  had  ^flembled*  thouiands  upon  thou* 
fands^  they  had  all  been  unanimous  againft  the  principle  of  the 
gneafure*  The  honourable  me;mber  had  faid^  that  it  was  a  good 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  value  of  a  meafure,  to  hear  what' 
their  enemies  faid  of  it ;  but  it  unfortunately  happened  thtt 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  meetings  called  by  his 
enemy,  hod  an  opportunity  of  knowing  whathic  friends  though 
of  him.  He  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  friends  aiid  foes,  forget* 
ing  the  diftin&ibn,  all  unite  in  deprecating  and  condemnii^ 
Iiis  pnopoied  plan.  Nay,  they  accufed  him  of  that  which  he 
boght  particularly  to  guard  again  (I ;  they  faid»  he*  meant  to 
fubvert  ail  focial  order.  Upon  the  fubjtffi  of  a  change  of  ad* 
minifiration,  the  honourable  Gentleman  indulged  himfelf  with 
unmitigated  harihnefs  ;  and  upon  that  fuhjcdt  he  would  s^aio 
fay,  and  moddillindly  repeat,  ilxK'he  never  woukl  vote  for 
any  fupply  to  the  prefent  admin  i  ft  ration.  He  a£(ed  thus,  be- 
caufc  experience  toJd  him  that  whatever  wns  granted^  it  was 
not  oeconomically,  jodicioufly,  or  beneiicially  eotployed  for 
tlie  fervtce  of  the  country.  In  this  he  thought  he  might  have 
expelled  the  concurrence  of  that  honourable  Gentleman,  when 
he  law  one  lialf  of  the  cabinet  a£ling  <IiametricaUy  oppofiie  to 
the  other ;  wiili  one  fcf,  rciiijion,  order,  &c.  was  every  thmg; 
and  with  the  other,  ii  was  noihing.  He  was  the  farther  in- 
duced to  this>  becaufc,  ifaike^l,  he  could  not  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  rcply^  that  it  would  tend  to  the  advantage 
of  the  country.  He  deciarcdf.  .upon  bis  honour,  this  was  his 
opinion  ;  and  he,  as  foleajnly  as  that  honourable  Gentleman, 
appealed  to  God  for  tlie  truth  of  lus  aflevcration,  when  he  de* 
claredft  that  he  believed  no  fupply  granted  to  the  prefent  ad  ^^ 
miniflration  could  acc^lei;ate  thp  event  of  peace.  But  when 
he  went  a  ftcp  farther,  hre  did  not  accompany  that  honourable 
Gentleman  ;  for  he  never  had  declared  tliat  he  would  oppofe 
every  meafure  of  adminifiration.    Admioiftration  by  accident 

might 
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mi^tte  right,  and  whion  they  happened  lx>  b«s  fi\  he  wouU 
fupport  them  by^fign*  He  would  always  oppofe  the  fap«- 
plies;  bat  \  when  they  were  v'otedt  her  had  smotlier  duty  r  hfi 
woold  not  oppofe  the  Ways  ami  nieiiw,  but  he  ihoirld  ende»- 
voar  to  make  them  fach  aa  the  country  c»uid  bed  bear.  But 
hens  the  honourable  Gentlemao  had  another  mode  of  argu- 
ment :  he  turned  (hort  round,  aqcufed  thetn  of  degt€6l  of  iuty 
who  feeeded,  and  bhrned  tliofe  who  remaitied  as  turning  tli& 
Commons  into  a  debating  idiool.  But  until  the  honourable 
Gentleman  had  Aicceeded  in  driving  them,  all  fnom  the  Houfe, 
fi^cb  infinuatioife  fhould  never  ge  without  a  reply.  When- 
ever the  d$^y  of  trial  caoie^  then,  th^  real  intentions  of  men 
^uM  be  feen  ;  then  they  woqJd  fc^i.  whether  whether  thofe 
who  made  fewer  piotefiationS'  would  be  remifs  in  forming  a 
phalanx  rornd  the  tlirone^  tliougb  now  they  did  not  make  lulf 
the  noife  of  the  adverfarics. 

h  was  not  his  intention  to  have  deba^d  the  bill  ;^in  on 
that  night.  He  had  origiuaily  ftated  his  obje<Slion$i  now  he 
tindcrftood  the  modilications  were  to  be  varied^  by  removing 
flW  pr^ITure  from  the  lower  clallcs  to  the  higher  ones,  particu- 
larly he  underftood  that  the  modifications  were  to  be  extended 
to  retail  (hopkeepers^  In  all  that  there  was  no  change  of 
principle,  and  indeed  he  believed  there  would  be  no- benefit  to 
thpfe  whom  he  pretended  to  fd^vour.  He  believed  he  was  novf 
doing  what  his  friend  had  charged  him  with  doingi  courting 
popularity.  But  he  knew.not  the  rciblutions  of  the  metropo- 
lis ;  the  fliopkeepers  would  not  be  (b  deceived,  they  bad  more 
good  fenfe^  and  knew  that  they  mud  (uSery  notwithdanding 
the  apparent  favour  ffaewn  them  ;.  they  would  feel  for  their 
neighbours,  and  knew  that  if  their  cuflomers  were  deftroyed, 
they  in  confequence  mud  be  the  liifEerers.  Tbey  bad  more 
irnderftanding  than  not  to  perceive  that  if  tlie  middling  clai!es 
were  done  away,  they  would  fuffer  (ar  bevond  what  any  little 
alleviation  wouM  recompenfe  tbem.  When  the  honourable 
Gentleman  talked  of  mifireprefentation,  an  honourable  Geni- 
tlbman  on  that  fide  had  been  feduced  into- an  approbation  o£ 
die  bill  going  into  a  ConWnictee,  by  an  underftanding  that  the- 
retrofpe£Uve  claufe  was 'to  be  repealed;  therefore,  unlefs 
that  honourable  member  heani  from  aiUthorlty  that  it  waR 
to  be  cut  out,  he  could  not  cdhfiftently  vote  for  the  faither 
progrefs  of  the  bill.  But  the  remedy  for  all  inequalities 
was  a  difclofure  of  circuthftarUces  t  i^  that  light  it  was  a  pe- 
nalty upon  the  man  who  did  not  chufe  to  make  difcovery  of 
his  circumftances.  This  was  fttther  fupported  by  a  fcale 
qf  oaths,  outraghig  the  whole  genius  of  Icgiflation.     It  was 

alfo 
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alfo  fomevrhat  extraordinary^  that  this  plan  flibuld  be  fop-*  • 
poffed  by  an  honourable  Gentleman,  ivho  fo  ably  and  firmly 
fupported  die  principle  of  the  abolition  of  all  unneceflary 
oaths.    He  faid,  that  the  feale  of  oaths  was  contrary  to  the 
genius  of  Englifli   legiflation :  fo  it  was.     Would  you  exa- ' 
mine  a  huAaiu}  agaifift  his  wife  ?  By  this  bill  you  placed  the 
fatiAit^  of  kn  oath  on  one  hand  of  a  man,  and  on  the  other 
the  bread't>f  his  famHy .     Wotihl  an  Englifh  Hoiife  of  Com- 
mons en4ow  fdch  a  bill  f  The  other  objedion  which  he  had 
made  net  only  remained  in  fnfl  forces  but  hjul  acquired  even  ^ 
frafli  Arength.     He  had  ilated,  that  if  the  admtniftration 
w4ve  obliged  to  abandon  fuch  a  hafty  meafure,  they  would 
be  19  a  worfe  condition  than  if  they  had  never  undertaken 
it :  -if  it  failed,  and  it  was  furc  of  failing,  we  remained  ex- 
poftfd'to  the  ridicule  of  France.    He  would  now  like  to  fee  ' 
how  our  mtnifter  could  blufler  ;  how  he  could  now  6oaft  of 
the  inexhauftiWe  refourccs  of  the  country.     They  mi^t  tell 
him  '*  to  return,  and  before  his  arrival,  to  find  the  Chancellor 
of  the-  Exchequer  defeated  in  a  favourite  fcheme  of  Fi- 
nance*"    If  even  the  meafure  was  good  in  the  abdrad,  it 
could  not  be  To  unlefs  the  adminiftration  confeffed  the  confi- 
dence of  the<?o«ntry  ;  and  did  they  poffefsthat  confidence  ? 
Was  it  not  notorious  that  they  had  no  confidence  in  matters 
of'ftaance?  That  fuch  an  adminiftration  ihould  remain  in 
ofBce^  he  could  only  lament ;  for  of  all  the  blows  that  the 
conwtry  could  fuffer,  this  was  one  of  the  fevercft  that  could 
be  inflided  ;  the  malice  of  an  enemy  could  not  give  a  deeper 
wound.     Under  thefe  circumftances,  he  thought  it  was  not 
too  iniich   to  fay,  that  they  would  not  vote  it.     He  did  not 
hope  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  hirtifelf  would  give  it 
up,  but  he  trufted  the  good  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  would  not  pafs 
it.     If  ihey  did,,  what  conclufions  muft  the  French  draw  ? 
That  the  people  and  the  Government  were  of  different  par- 
ties.    They  fay,  they  are  not  able  to  pay,  and  the  Parliament" . 
paffes  a  law  to  compel  them.     It  will  not  be  enough  to  pafs  , 
the  law,  other  meafures  muft  be  adopted  ;  and  probably  the  . 
right  honourable  Gentleman's  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Wind- 
ham") w^d  give  him  a  neceflTary  hint  iipon  the  fubjed  :  un- 
lefs there  war  alfo  a  body  of  armed  tax-gatherers.     Thefe 
coiY^^rationsimprefled  his  mind  with  the  deepeft  anxiety  ;  , 
but  he  lht>uld  trouble  them  now  no  further.     Me  would  not 
attend  the  Committee  or  the  thijg  reading ;  but  he  {bould 
again  be  found  in  his  feat ;  if  nol/lte  trufted  the  henourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  would  treat  him  with  more 
— -  -—  candour 
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eandour  than  be  had  done  the  othcf  feccders.  The  other 
evening*  when  thQY  were  prefent*  hefaid  Dojthiog ;  but  whea 
not  there.  He  attacked)  them  with  cwafdly  virukac«. 

VIt»  ff^lberforce  cXfWxneA. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Bxche^r  iaid,  he  hoped  the  Hpufis 
would  not  go  into  the  detalU  before  they  were  in  the  Com- 
tnittee,  for  he  could  hardly  fuppofe  that  Gentlemea  wcire  le-» 
riousin  oppoHugthe  Commitxce*  ,  If,  however,  thcjr  were^ 
he  trulted.  to  the  indolence  of  the'  Houfe  for  a  few  words. 
He  wilhed  iird  to  Fpeak.  to  one  :ur  twpt  objedions  which  had 
been  made  by  Gentlemen  o^  ^^^  other  £lde ;  it  had  been  faidi 
that  an  honourable  Qentleioan  had  been  trepaaned  to  4|i  ap- 

! probation  of  the  Committee,  under  the  idea  that  th«  retro- 
jpe£live  claufe  was  to  be  abandoned.  The  honourable  Gcil« 
tleman  had  aded  with  the  fair  duty  of  a  member  of  Ptrli;^ 
ment ;  if  he  obje£led  to  the  claufe,  the  Committee  was  the 
proper  (lage  for  moving  its  repeal.  He  was  glad  that  the 
honourable  Gentlemen  leemed  apprehenfive  of  the  popularity 
of  the  modifications.  Though  at  the  fame  time  he  difclaim- 
ed  all  deHgn  of  courting  popularity,  but  if  it  came  in  the  ex* 
ecution.of  hisduty«  it  was  not  ungratifyin^  But  he  begged 
here  to  be  mod  di(t!n£lly  underflood,  that  no  motive  under 
Heaven  fhould  ever  induce  him  to  abandon  the  meafure»  but 
the  produ£lion  of  fome  better  meafure  to  fave  the  coiintiy. 
from  impending  danger!  If  they  would  relinquifli  their  de* 
fence  ic  (hould  neverthelefs  be  never  abandoned  by  him  but 
by  the  (Irong  controul  of  an  a<3  of  Parliament ;  and  he  now 
made  a  mod  folemn  pledge,  that  no  inducement,  no  dread 
of  unpopularity,  (hould  ever  make  him  abandon  the  princi* 
pie  of  railing  within  the  year,  a  large  proportion  of  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  year.  The  Honourable  Gentleman  alfo  object- 
ed, becaufe,  confificni  with  the  original  principle,  he  had 
transferred  part  of  the  burthen  from  thofe  who  were  leaft 
able  to  bear  it  to  thofe  wlio  were  more  able  \  '-  but»"  laid 
the  honourable  Gentleman,  **  I  ad  upon  expatnled  prioci* 
pics— I  fquareby  great  political  rules»  and  the  little  cooiide* 
rations  of  humanity  are  below  mv  attention.  If  the  honour* 
able  Gentleman  went  on  wiih  this  principle,  he  hardly  would 
increafe  his  own  popularity.  The  original  principle  of  op-^ 
pofltion  being  removed,  another  is  now  brought  forward^ 
The  diflrefs  of  the  (hopkecpers  was  the  firft  ;  now  a  remedj^ 
is  propofedfor  that ;  it  isJiAin  urged,  what  does  that  (\g^ 
nify,  you  dcftroy  their  cuftomers  ?  But  if  we  were  not  con- 
du6led  with  vigour  and  energy  not  only  trade,  bttt  oux  laws, 
Vol.  I.  i'y97.  3  H  our 
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our  nbert;ies,  our  happincfs,  and  propertr^  were  all  in  jeo- 
pardy ;'  H  would  not  only  deftroy  their  cuftomcrs,  but  even 
tradefraen  themfelves.  Was  ahy  one  prepared  to  t/ell  him 
that  .they  could  hav.e  the  terms  of  peace  within  thqir  reach^ 
nnlefs  tKey  had  the  command  of  adequate  fupplies  ?  The 
tlircatened  invafion  was  chimerical,  if  we  aQed  with  fpirit ; 
But  if  we  talked  and  aded  To  daftaidiy,  it  would  more  eflPec- 
tually  animate  our  enecnies^  and  in  it$  event  deftroy  more 
Gentlemen,  aye»  and  fhopkcepers  too^^  than  could  polfibly  be 
done  by  ipuch  h<:avier  hnpofitions.  It  we  yielded,  we  fliouldl 
be  obliged  to  pay  in  contribuiions  what  we  refufed  to  our 
coimtry,  and  the  weight  would  fall  with  tenfold  pieffijrc 
uponall.claflfes,  without  any  expepiioft.  The  queflion  there* 
fore  tefolves  itfelf  into  the  fimple  one,  of  what  was  the  beft 
fnodc  of  raiting  the  ncceflary  fupply  ?  Would  any  one  tell 
him  that  W  was  preferable  to  purlue  the  old  fyftem  of  fund- 
ing? Notwithftanding  all  the  fluduatjons  arifxng  from  cue 
wealth,  notwithilanding  all  the  expcnces  of  the  war,  which 
were,  he  admitted,  feverely  felt,  yet  at  no  period  of  our  hif- 
|Cry  were  we  fo  rich  and  fiourifhing.  In  fucb  circumftances 
F  a  given  number  of  millions  were  wanted,  were  we  En- 
liQimen,  or  could  we  boaft  the  fpirit  of  our  aoceftors  if  we 
efp^ndcd  or  Ihrunk  from  exertion  ?  Could  it  be  fuppofed 
tiiat  a  levy  of  feven  millions  would  fo  unhinge  and  derange 
file  oeconomy  of  the  nation,  that  the  retail  trader  would  lofe 
his  cuftom  r  How  did  we  ftand  ?  What  proportiou  did  the 
fcven  millions  bear  to  the  property  of  the  kingdom,  landed, 
funded,  and  commercial  ?  Would  it  not  be  repaid  in  part, 
and  great  part,  by  the  expences  at  home  I  Would  it  not  re- 
fum  into  circulation  ?  Evert  if  it  did  not,  the  evil  bore  no 

f^roportijn  with  the  oi*her  alternative  of  fubmiuing.  Woukl 
t  remain  locked  up  in  the  Exchequer,  or  be  whelmed  in 
the  fea,  or  fpent  abroad  ?  Would  it  not  be  fpeni  among 
tradefmen  at  home,  in  arming,  feeding,  and  clothing  our 
troops  ?  This,  therefore,  was  the  idleft,  vaineft,  and  falfelt 
of  all  fpeculations  I  Thus,  therefore,  flood  that  part  of  the. 
argnn  ent.  He  did  not  admit  the  modifications  from  any 
apprehenfionofdeftroying  the  middle  ranks.  This  brought 
hi  II  to  confider  the  diiFeient  and  contradictory  grounds  of 
oppofipon.  The  noble  Lord  oppofed  it,  on  the  ground  that 
he  would  never  grant  ^any  fupplies.  to  his  Majefty's  minifter^. 
This  he  did  not  think  to  do  till  they  came  to  the  ways  and 
tneans  *  his  honourable  Friend  oppofed  the  fupply,  the  noble 
L6rtl  was 'abfent.  The  honourable  Gentleman  would  not 
•  *'  opjlofe 
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eppofe  the  ways  and  means,  but  then  the  noble  Lord  came, 
forth  with  oppofltion.  The  honou^able  Gentleman  had. 
great  objeSion  to  the  retrofpeftive  claufe  ;  but  jn  the  argu- 
ment upon  this  point  there  had  been  much  mifapprehenhon. 
and  much  mif-ttatement  ^  it  was  not  a  tax  upon  refrofpec- 
live  enjoyment ;  it  Avas  merely  a  criterion  of  capability  tO; 
pay  a  certain  tax  ;  it  was  takmg  the  condudl  of  a  perfon 
when  he  aded  upon  the  fuppofition  of  his  fortune^  and  not; 
when  he  aded  in  contemplation  of  evading  a  tax.  Another- 
ground  of  oppofition  was,  that  it  led  ro  a  dlfclofure  of  cir-3 
.  cumftance9,  and  impofed  oaths  where  none  were  before  re- 
quired. He  knew  very  well,  that  in  a  comoiercial  country' 
aU  enquiry  into  property  was  regarded  with  a  degitc  of  jca* 
loufy  But  how  flood  the  queftion  here  ?  No  perfon  was: 
called  upon  to  produce  the  amount  of  his  property,  no  en-* 
quiry  was  made  whatever,  and  it  was  in  the  opuion  of  a  per- 
fon applying  for  rtdrefs.  Nor  even  in  this  cafe  was  the  oatlv 
adminiftered  until  the  declaration  was  deemed  unfatisfaiSlory ; 
and  jHen,  to  whom  would  thefepoinis  apply  ?  To  thofe  per-' 
fons  In  general  where  there  could  ,be  little  objedtoD;  for  by 
the  other  propofed  modifications,  the  trading'  part  would 
moft  likely  be  exempt :  and  he  tnifted,  that  in  the  fcalc  of- 
income,  and  the  confequent  modifications  which  he  (lu)iild» 
propofe,  the  rteceffity  for  oaths  would  be  very  much  diminiih- 
cd.  With  regard  toobjeftions,  that  had  been  thrown  out  jn* 
the  way  of  doubts,  and  aiking  whether  a  better  mtxle  for 
raifittg  the  fnpply  could  not  be  difcovered  ?  To  all  fuch  he 
woufid  fay,  if  they  reduced  ta  pradical  ufe  fuch  a  meafiire,* 
they  would  render  effeniial  fervice  to  their  country.  Whe- 
ther fuch  a  thing  could  be  done  without  more  powers  than, 
the  prefent  bill,  fnbjetl  to  lefs  modification,  and  altogether 
of  a  lefs  plaft  c  principle,  was  what  he  would  not  how  ftop' 
to  enquire  but  (hould  be  ve^y  glad  to  examine  if  prefcnted, 
and  adopt  it  eligible.  If  it  was  not  done,  it  behoved  us  to- 
accept  the  beft  we  could  find,  and  noiwithftanding  all  the 
damours  ef  the  partial  evil  whicR  muft  refult  in  eVery  cafe,. 
he  muft  perfift  to  recommend  vigour,  and  not  by  a  fclfifH' 
policy  or  torpid  apaihy,  lay  by  umil  it  was  too  late  to  repel 
theftorm,  which  we  might  hav^  encountered  with  fafety  by! 
more  prompt  decifibn  and  tarlief  rcfolution. 

He  trufled  it  would  not  be  fo  with  us,  but  that  by,  an  en-^ 
crgetic  zeal,  we  (hould  diffup^the  burthens  equitably,  alle^ 
vJatc  the  weak  frotn  the  Weight,  but  above  ill,  hold  ouf 
duty  paramouiit  to  every  other  confideratipn,  ^vei^  to^the' 

3  H  2  wiffips 
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wifllcs  of  the  people,  and  remernber  that  we  had  a  greater  ddty 
to  perform  than  that  of  gratifying  their  inclinattdns,  namely, 
to  pfoteA  them,  to  defend  tlieir  Rights  and  Lihctttes,  and  tranf- 
Uiit  them  undiminlfhed  to  their  poftenty. 

Mr.  Nicho//sy  Mr.  T^erncy,  and  Mr.  Nkhotisy  fcveTally  exi- 
plained. 

Mr.  HuJJiy  faid,  he  totally  differed  from  the  right  honour- 
able the  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer,  who  had  fht:;d,  that  if 
the  pr^fent  mcafurc  was  not  aflentcd  to,  we  fhould  become  a 
province  of  France.  He  was  even  fure  that  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  himfelf  did  not  think  ib,  becaule  he  bad  cx- 
preOed  his  determination  of  prbpofing  modifications  in  a  Com- 
mittee. Tlie  only  proper  mode  by  which  he  thought  the  fup- 
£ly  could  be  raifed,  wasi)y  a  Land  Tax  ;  and  in  this  opinion 
€  had  the  fandtion  of  the  authority  of  Mr.  Adam  Smith  ;  and 
he  felt  himfelf  happy  that  he  had  propofed  the  only  mode  by 
which  he  thought  it  could  be  effediually  raifed. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lvjhington  was  glad  that  the  Bill  was  to  un- 
dergo modification  in  the  Committee,  and  he  believed  that 
many  of  the  objedlions  to  tvhich  it  was  now  liable  would  be 
^removed.  He  could  venture  to  fay  that  the  majority  of  hit 
conftitiicnts  and  of  the  country  were  willing  to  make  great  ex- 
crtioi>p.  The  principle  he  conceived  to  be  eflential  to  the 
£afety  of  the  country,  and  however  the  provifions  as  they  firft 
flood  mifjht  have  exited  alarm,  this  principle  was  recognifed* 

Mr.  /;^^A?y  oppofed  the  motion. 

Mr*  Dent  fupport^d  the  principle  of  the  tax,  and  thought  a 
tax  upon  jobbing  in  the  Funds  would  be  a  very  proper,  as  well 
as  a  very  productive  raeafure. 

Mr.  Muinwaring  faid,  that  almoft  all  the  parifhes  in  the 
Metropolis  had  cpme  to  reiblutions  exprefsly  ho(liIe  to  the 
principle  of  the  bilU  and  he  wondered  where  the  worthy  Al- 
derman had  difcoyered  that  his  ccnflittciits  were  favourable  to 
t^e  principle. 

Mr.  Alderman  Lt^/hington  explained. 

Mr.  JByng  faid,  that  the  mecthigs  in  the  c6unty  of  MiddJc- 
icx  were  decidedly  againft  the  principle  of  the  bill. 

Mr.*  Bi<rton  faid,  he  approved  of  the  bill  with  certain  modifi- 
cations ;  and  in  this  opinion  he  was  joijied  by  his  conftituqnts, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Oxfor^.  Tbey  had  feen  this 
meafure  in  a  vtry  different  view  from  thole  bodies  of  men 
whofe  declratipns  had  be^n  fo  much  relied  upon  ;  and  the  rea- 
fen  he  afligned  for  it  was,  that  they  were  fo  remote  from  thofe 
fburces  of  poifon  which  ihfe£led  the  Metropofis. 

Mr.  Petcfs,  Member  for  Oxford,  faid^  that  he  had  received 

liefolutioq^ 
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Kefolutions  pafled  in  Oxford,  from  which  he  infened*^  |tiat  ' 
they  were  hot  hoftile  to  the  principle  of  the  billi  blitjonly  de« 
fired  that  fome  modifications  (hould  take  place,  two  of  which 
they  had "inftru^ed  him  to  move  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Douglas  faid,  that  many  of  the  parifhes  in  thcMctro^ 
ix>lis  oppofed  fome  of  the  regulations  of  this  meafure,  but  ftill 
were  by  no  means  adverfe  to  its  principle.  He  inflanced  the 
reiblutions  of  the  pariih  of  St.  Andrew,  Holborn,  and  &. 
George  the  Martyr.  '     ^  ^  • ' 

Mr.  Huffey^  Mr.  Mainwaring^  and  Mr.  Douglas  explained. 

Mr.  Byng  <^pofed  the  motion. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  faid  a  few  words  againft  the  motion. 

And. Mr.  Pttt  explained — After  wlVich  the  Houfe  divided.  • 
Jyes  (For  the  Speaker  leaving  Chair)     — —     174 

Majority  • 155 

.  The  Chancellor  of  the  E:fchequer  tl\cn  dated,  that  be  Ihould 
propofe  the  Amendments  which  be  meant  to  propofe  to  the 
lirft  two  or  three  claufes  oftheBill^  aqd  whi^h  he.thpQglit 
would  be  productive  of  great  advautages.  It  would  Le  impofli- 
ble  to  go  much  at  length  into  the  difcuflion  upon  this  occafior^ 
but  he  would  (late,  2%  (hortly  as  poffible,  the  modifications  he 
intended  to,  propofe. 

The  Committee  would  recollect,  that  at  prefent  the  X^X 
was  divided  into  thofe  who  paid  the  Houfe  and  Window  Duty« 
and  thofe  who  paid  the  oth^r  Affefied  Taxes.  The  firft  altera* 
tion  he  had  to  propofe  was,  that  therQ  (hould  he  one  Rate  for 
the  fprmer,  and  another  for  the  latter.;  that  is  to  fay,  that  thofe 
who  paid  tile  Houfe  and  Window  Duty  (hould  pay  acco^^dlng 
tp  one  (cale  \  and  thofe  who  pgid  the  other  puties,  fuch  as 
thofe  for  Horfes,  Carriages,  &c.  according  to  another.  With 
refpeS  to  thofe  who  paid  the  Duties  upon  Clocks,  Watchet, 
and  Dogs,  he  meant  that  they  (hould  be  claiTed  with  thofe  pay- 
ing the  Houfe  and  Wind9w  Duty.  As  to  Horfes  not  kept 
merely  for  the  purpofes  of  pleafure,  he  did  not  mean  then  to 
make  any  diftinfk  propofition,  becaufe  he  thought  it  would 
form  a  proper  fuhje£i  of  future  difcuifiou.  The  modifications 
he  had  10  propofe  wpre  (hortly  thefe  ; 

Firft,  be  (hould  propofe  a  confidcrable  exemption  in  favopi: 
of  the  Retail  Shopkeepers,  and  thofe  who  let  lodgings. 

In  the  fecond  place,  he  ihould  propofe  a  total  exemption 
from  aJI  Duties  of  perfons  pylng  at  prefent  lets  ttian>il.  and 
after  that  he  (hould  propoib  die  gradati9n  to  be  very  fmall  ji^t 
dfed.    Thofe  who  paid  ffom  lU  tpal!  to  i)ay  onc-fq4tt^*6f 

.the 
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tht  rate — ffom  2I.  to  3I.  one  half— from  3I.  to  5I.  three 
foUrAis — from  5I.  10  ^1.  los.  one  ^ate— from  yl.  Jos.  to  lol- 
one  r»tt  and  a  half— from  lol.  to  ill.  lo«.  two  rates — from 
111.  los.to  15I.  twoandahalf — from  15!.  to  20L  three  rates 
--^^from  abl.  to  30I.  thrcfc  ^nd  alialf — from  30I.  to  40I.  four 
rkit^^totn  40U  to  50I.  four  and  a  half-— and  from  ^oi.  up-. 
WArds  five  rates.  From  fhi^  ftate'ment  it  would  appear,  that 
tli^dtftf  wasconfiderably  greater  upon  the  higher  claims  of 
fociety  than  he  had  at  firfl  ptopoTed. 

Thft  (Aannlkr  .^ the  ExchequertonWnwti  to  point  out  to 
the  attention  of  the  Committee^  the  very  confiderable  dimi- 
xiotionln'the  prefcnt  propofitfons,  compared  with  thofe  cfri- 
gintfllf  propoied,  and  the  flow  but  regular  gradations  with 
whichlhe  cakrtilations  jrere  made.  Thefe  might  in  one 
point  of  view  beeonfidered  as  too  light ;  however,  this  incon-' 
vcnlencc-het ruffed,  would  be'compenfated  by  the  manner  of 
^hargf  Ag  the  duties  on  thofe  objeds  of  taxation  which  he 
propofed  fliould  bo  proportionally  increafed,  as  horfes, 
eai^iagett  &€.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  thefcale  propofed, 
oStveff  the  faireft  criterion  for  the  true  principle  ot  taxation; 
and  that  nnder  a!l  the  circumftance,  it  could  not  fairly  be 
altedged  agaiftft  it,  that  fhey  were  too  heavy  or  too  fight. 

One  material  confideration  in  favour  of  the  new  arrange- 
ment wa^,  that  It  bore  fo  lightly  on  the  lower  orderjs,  ad 
to  do  away  the  neceflity  of  appealing  iipon  oath.  The  fcalc 
was  in  that  clafs  reduced  fo  low  as  entirely  to  obviate,  or  at 
leaft^catly  to  narrow  the  neceflity  for  that  proceeding.  The 
whole  was  calculated  according  to  the  loweft  rate  of  income 
any  houfeholder  m^y  be  fuppofed  to  have :  he  entered  into  a 
fliort  comparative  view  of  the  fcale  of  taxation  fuggefted  by 
the  original  propofitions,  and  thofe  modifications  which  he 
now-  fubmitted  to  the  Committee,  manifefting  the  great  re- 
duAioh  effefled  by  the  prefent  plan :  in  (hort,  he  deemed  it 
fuch  as  tended  entirely  to  do  away  the  neceflity  of  any  ludi- 
vidual  appealing.  There  were  four  oilier  mitigations  of  the 
original  plan,  which  he  had  fo  fubmit  to  the  confldcration  of 
the  Committee  ;  namely,  thofe  applying  to  two  divifions  o^ 
houfes  (Occupied  by  peifons  wh\),  after  fubtraSing  the  mofl: 
opulent  individuals,  form  a  great  majority  of  the  whole  per> 
fons  fubject  to  the  taxes,  and  thofe  were  thofe  houfes  occupi- 
ed by  Ihopkecpers,  and  by  fcrfons  who  principally  fubfifted: 
by  letting  lodgings :  he  thought  thefe  were  peculiarly  obje6t$ 
of  relief.  There  were  no  points  more  generally  acknow- 
ledged than  that  perfons  of  the  aboye  defcnptions  held,  or  in- 
..."  ...  .  liabliedi 
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habited,  h^fes  lA  Htuatloas  the  nioft  expenHve,  and  ihcur 
precHires  were  oi  the  moil  extcftfive  kind.  Thefe  :wcre  not 
ttke  only  diftinflions  in  favour  qF  thefc  perfons ;  their  pro- 
j^rty  bore  a  lefs  proportion  to  their  lacomesy  and  both  were 
more  precarious.  Othfer  reafons  for  bearing  compamtiveljr 
light  on  this  defcription  of  perfom  might  be  cited. .  With 
rcfpe6l  to  the  fhopkeepers,  by  the  heft  information  he  could 
cotledy  there  exiiledone  particular  oirciimftance  from  which 
;in  a  great  degree,  a  criterion  might  be  adduced  for  laying  on 
sm  irhpoft  with  a  tolerable  degrae  of  fairnefc.  It  occuirod 
frbquently  in  trade,  thai  when  a  (hop  wa&  held  by  perfons  ia 
p^tnerfliip,  and  one  of  thefe  0nly  inhabited  «be  hotafe,  the 
rendent  partner  was  charged  with  one  third,  on  account  of 
occupying  the  houfe.  llie  circumflance  helped  to  ferm  a 
criterion:  where  this  obtains,  it  follows,  that  the  ien«  paid 
by  the  a^uaK occupier,  is  only  one  third  of  the  mmtimel 
amount  of  the  rent ;  this  would  form  a  ground  for  compaf'** 
iiig  thefe  tenements  with  the  refidences  of  other  perfons,  Bjr 
this  rule  the  additional  aiTeifments  on  (hops  ihould  be  propor* 
tionally  lighter  than  other  houfes — for  example,  where  the 
afleifed  taxes  on  fuch  were  three  pouad  to  conftder  it  only  as 
one  pound,  and  in  fome  pofTible  cafes  (lili  lefs.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  lodging  houfes,  though  he  had  not  fuch  certain 
grounds  to  go  upon,  fomething  like  the  fame  rule  (hould  ber 
obferved,  and  on  that  fcale  he  (hould  in  the  firfl  iilftance  of- 
fer (bme  propofitions  to  the  Committee.  The  I'calc  on  which 
he  would  propofe  to  affefs  houfes  in  which  there  are  (hops, 
and  which,  at  the  fame  time,  ufually  lett  lodgings,  %vould  be 
as  follows : 

Thofe  whofe  prefent  aflfeiled  taxes  were  under  three  pound' 
to  be  wholly  exempt  from  the  additional* 

From  i\ .  to  51,-^1  •  loih,  oi  from  65.  to  105.  of  the  prefent  taxe«  ad* 
ditional. 

From  5!.  *•  7I.  los.-— i-5th,or  from  il.  toiL  iqs. 

From  fh  I0i.  to  iQl..-~i  4th,  or  fiom  il.  17s.  63.  to  z\,  los. 

From  lol.  to  III.  los.— I  half,or  froip  5I.  to  61.  ^^^ 

From  III.  los.  to  15I. — 3-foimhs,or  horn  9I.  7s.  6d.  to  jiL  5«. 

From  1$):  toaol^-^ttate  a^ditioral,  orfrom  15^.  t0  2o]'      ». 

From  aol.  (025].— ^|:,  or&cjm  i;1  to  31I.  51^. 

From  ifl.  to^oh— j{,orfrom  nL  i<}s.to45l. 

From  30!.  to  35'.  and  up)Miaids--'a  double  rate,  orfroip  60J.  to  70L 
•'  By  a  review  of  this  fcale.  Gentlemen  would  obferve  the 
very  great  reduilion  that  had  taken  place  on  this  defcription 
of  perfons,  and  for  whom  he  imagined  the  greateft  apprehcn- 
fions  were  entertained. 

Theft",  however,  were  not  the  only  perfons  to  whom  the 
abatements  were  intended  to  apply,  feveral  others  were  alfp 

Id 
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m  hh  toBtemplatioo  i  but  reijpeAi^g  which  he  would  now 
oicr  no  piopofitions,  but  Ihoiitd  take  an  opportunity  in 
future  prpgrcfs  of  the  bill.     And  here  he  obfervedf  that  one 
of  the  peculiar  merits  of  the  principle  of  this  bill  was»  the 
ample  room  it  regularly  and  progreffively  afforded  for  modi- 
fication. .  It  was  not  to  be  fiippofed  that  Gentlemen  would 
indifcriminately  liften  ta  all  application  for  exemption  ;  they 
would  ferioufly  confider  all  objections,  and  relax  only  where 
the  cafe  really  merited  relief.     This  Ihould  not  be  d6ne  with 
too  great  faciity,  but  (bould  be  the  refult  cf  an  impartial  re> 
view  ofall  the  efie&s  which  might  arife  from  public  pro- 
ceedings.    There  were  various  particular  clafles,  in  whofe 
favour  modifications  would  be  introduced.    It  was  impoflibje 
to  fatisfy  all,  but,  wherever  the  claim  was  fair^  he  Oiould  be 
extremely  ready  to  give  relief:  among  thefe  clafles  would  be 
publicans  whofe  fituation  made  it  neceflary  to  keep  a  num- 
ber  of  fervantS9  carriages,  &c.  ,  Stable -keepers,  and  a  variety  of 
ottiors  would  likewife  have  relief.    Coach- makers  and  cabinet- 
makers would  be  confidered  as  retail  traders.    Boarding-boufes  ^ 
likewife  would  be  entitled  to  abatement,  and  thofe  who  let  out  * 
lodgings  furniihed  on  fpeculation,  as  at  Bath,  the  watering 
places,  &c.     Notwithftanding  all  thefe  abatements  and  modi^ 
fications,  be  hoped  that  the  defalcation  would  be  compenfated 
by  a  confiderable  rife  in  the  higher  claiTes  in  the  enlarged  fcare 
of  expence  to  which  the  additions  would  apply. 
.  With  refpedl  to  the  confideration  of  enforcing  the  tax  as 
much  as  poffible*  and  guarding  againft  evaiion»  the  aflefiment 
of  the  April  quarter^  1 797,  was  to  be  taken  as  a  general  rule  ; 
and  the  Committee  might  fuggeft  fome  meafurcs  with  rcfpe£l 
to  perfons  varying  or  diminiming  their  ohjei^s  of  taxation  in 
the  interval  fmce  the  prefent  incrcafe  was  in  agitation. 
.  He  then  proceeded  to  his  laft  and  higbi^ft  table  of  taxatk>n» 
namely,  that  on  horfes  and  carriages,  m  which  he  intended 
there  fliould  he  no  abatement ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  in  fome 
cafes  incrcafed  rates.     In  fixing  the  criterion  for  this  tax,  he 
faid  he  would  take  up  the  Houfe  afieflTments  jufl  at  that  ftage 
of  the  above  fcale  where  three  rates  and  a  half  additional  take 
pl;ice,  viz.  where  from  20I.  to  30L  ailefled  taxes  are  now  paid^ 
aud  then  it  would  (land  thus : 

Per/bns  keep-ng  any  male  fervrnDCs,  hoHV,  or  carriage,  to  pay  in  all  ca^ 
.  a  fura  equal'to  tlircc  tiroes  their  prefent  payment  on  thofe  articiea. 

If  they  pay  from  *5l.      to      50L     three  and  a  half. 
30I.       to*    40I.     four  tiniep. 
40I.       to       50I.     four  ami  a  half, 
r'  5cl.  and  upwuJs  fiVe  times. 

By 
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B7  thefc  rates  it  would  be  feen  in  what  a  great  proportion 
the  higher  orders  were  to  be  taxed;  and  he  believed,  that 
through  the  operation  of  fuch  impofts,  perfons  of  large  fortunes 
would  be  rated  proportionably  to  their  incoraes,  and  in  a  great- 
er proportion  than  thofe  of  the  midtlle  orders  of  foctety ;  they 
vcre  alfo  calculated  fo  as  not  to  Operite  injurioufly  on  perfons 
of  property,  by  making  certain  inroads  on  their  cajfitals.  Va- 
rious Iriodes  of  taxing  the  rich  might  eventually  injure  thft 
poorer  orders:  thcfe  he  thought  he  had  cffedtualFy  guarded 
againft.  •       ' 

As  to  the  horfcs  of  hiifbandry,  he  feid>  they  ooght  to  to 
confidered  with  great  atttntton  and  temperance ;  many  of  thofe 
who  ufed  them  were  far  frorrifoeiiig  iti  pVdportion  to  their  ratlk^ 
the  Icaft  opulent  in  the  country  ;  the  taxes  on  horfcs  was'almoft 
the  whole  they  paid ;  farm-houfcs  were  entirely  exenipted  from 
the  incrcafcd  taxes,  and  confequently  the  new  increafe  would 
fall  lighter  upon  them  than  on  any  others.  It  wouM  therefore 
be  allowed  that  it  would  be  very  unjuft  to  exempt  them  alto- 
gether; on  that  clafs,  for  thefe  reafons,  he  propofed  to  double 
their  ptifent  taxes. 

Upon  the  whole  the  Committee  muft  feel  the  propriety  of 
reaching  all  branches  of  income  above  a  certain  amount-;  and 
this  he  hoped  was  efFe£):ed  through' the  medium  ef  what  he  had 
fubmitted  to  the  Committee  in  as  fair,  lenient-,  and  im^rtial 
a  manner  as,  under  all  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe,  could  be 
looked  for.  It  was  not  his  intention,  from  a  confederation  o£ 
the  latenefs  of  the  hour,  joined  to  what  he  had  before  fuggefted^ 
to  trouble  the  Committee  further,  but  he  would  propofc  fuch 
refolutions  as  would  regularly  enable  the  Committee  to  report 
progrefs,  and  refume  the  difcuflion  of  the  general  fubjeft  on  a 
future  day.  Jk 

A  fhort  explanatory  converfation  i?  *  e  took  place  between 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  JoUiffe',  relative  to  the  beft  mode  of  proceed- 
ing with  the  Committee  ;  this  turned,  however  entitcly  uport 
points  of  form. 

'Mr.  Mainwaring  irfked  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
whether  it  was  compatible  with  his  preient  plan  to  aSbrd  any 
relief  to  the  poor  watch  and  dock-makers,  on  whofe  behalf  he 
had  prdfented  a  petition  ?  ' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ohftrved,  that  if  this  was.tp 
be  difcufTcd  it  ought  to  be  the  fubje<5i  of  a  diftinfi  motion.  He 
begged  to  be  underftood  as  not  giving  any  opinion  upon  thfe  ef- 
fect which  this  tax  might  have  upon  the  trade  alluded  to.  He 
was,  however,  inclined  to  tbinlty  that  an  exemption  of  the  ar- 
titlcs  of  clocks  and  watches  from  this  new  duty,  would  not  be 

Vol.  I.  1797.  '  3  I  ^ 
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in  favour  of  the  trade,  becaufe  thofe  who  kept  watches  were 
aQefled  already.  Even  fuppofing  that  the  old  tax  (hould  t^e 
given  up,  he  neverthelefs  (hould  then  think  that  this  affeiTtDcnt 
.ought  to  be  made.  But  he  by  no  means  faid  he  was  fatisfied 
that  the  original  tax  ought  to  be  given  up— diat  was  a  point 
which  ought  to  be  t  oniidered  before  it  was  given  up. 

He  then  faid  that  he  (hould  propofe  going  into  a  Committee 
again  on  Wednefdey  next,  and  proceed  as  far  as  pof&ble,  and 
to  take  up  the  Committee  again,  and  he  hoped  to  iiniili  it  on 
Thurfday,  to  print  the  whole,  and  agpin  to  take  it  into  cond- 
deration  on  Thurfday  fe'nnighr.. 

He  (hould  a!fo  have  to  propofe  what  he  hinted  at  on  a 
former  day,  fome  relief  in  favour  of  perfons  who  liave  nume- 
rous families. 

The  Chairoian  reported  progrefs,  and  obtained  leave  to  iit 
again  on  Wedncfday. 

Adjourned  till  the  next  day  at  eight  o'clock  prccifelj.  . 

.     LIST  OF  THE  MINORITY, 

Barclay,  Geo.  .Matnwarin|r,W.(MiddxO 

BoQverie,  H6d.  E.  (North*  Nicholls,  J. 

ampton.)  Plumer  W. 

Syngi  Gcoi^e  Runel,  Lord  J. 

Coke,  D.  P.  (Nottingham.)  Robfoii,  M.  R. 

Combe,  H.  C.  Sinclair,  Sir  J. 

DeniioD,  W.  J.  Taylor  J. 

Folkes,  Sir  F.  M.  Thornton,  H.  (Southwark) 

Kemp,  T.  Tiemey,  George 

'    Lloyd,  J,  M.  Wiglcy,  J. 

TCLLfiBS. 

RuiTd,  Lord  Wm.  Huflcy,  Wm. 


Ht^JSE  OF  LORDS.  . 

Wednesday,  Dec,  20. 

In  the  Appeal,  Lord  Vifcount  Arhutbnot  againd  GilUesy 
after  hearing  Mr.  Grant  and  Mr.  Dixon^  Counfel  for  the  h^ 
pelUnt,^ 

Tbc  Lord  Chancelior  faid,  it  was  not  ncccffary  for  the  Rcfr 
pondent^s  Counfel  to  anfwer.  A  cafe  more  clearly  honournUe 
to^c  DeficAdant  he  never  heard.  In  the  year  1785  the  De- 
itndamhad  taken  feveral  farnM  from  the  late  Lotd  Arbuthnot  at 
greatly  advaiKed  rents,  and  had,  by  laying  out  much  mont^v, 
improved  die  land  very  greatly,  whidi  had  alfo  rilen  in 
■value. over  all  th^tpart  of  the  kingdom  in  911  exti3ordir;nrv  de« 

irree,  and  now  the  Appellant  was  defirous,   witlioui  c.\cn  a  v  o- 
Odrabk  pretext,  to  fet  afide  thcfc  icafcs.     IN^'^  coiilcui  wic  » 
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the  deciiion  of  the  Court  of  Sd&on^  he  brings  it  to  the  Hoafe 
of  Lords,  and  he  fills  hundreds  of  folio  pages  with  evidencet 
the  bare  copymg  of  which  was  an  enormous  expenoe,  and  yet 
in  all  the  body  there  was  not  a  fmele  fa£t  to  touch  the  validity 
of  the  leafes,  or  the  very  honourable  charaSer  of  the  Refpond- 
ent,  whofe  knowledge  as  a  farmer,  and  whofe  dealings  in  grain 
were  fpoken  of  with  the  higheft  refpcA  by  the  concurring  tcf- 
timony  of  all  the  neighbourhood.  It  becaaie  the  duty  of  their 
Lordfhips  to  mark,  by  their  decifion  in  this  cafe,  the  feeling 
which  they  had  of  fuch  condu6l.  They  ought  to  difcounte* 
nance  this  pertinacious  fpirit  which  purfued  litigation  to  their 
Lordihips  bar,  not  merely  without  the  ufual  grounds  of  dif- 
pute,  but  without  a  (hadow  of  caufe.  The  whole  tranfa&ion 
on  the  part  of  -Mr.  GilJies  was  diftinguiihed  by  the  faired  and 
moft  open  proceeding ;  and  he  was  entitled  to  cofts*  He  there- 
fore moved,  affirming  the  judgment,  that  the  Appellant  do  pay 
lOol:  of  cdfs.— Ordered. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  Dec.  20. 

Mr.  Ryder  moved  the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  to  tlie  Bifhop  of 
Linccdn  for  his  excellent  ferroon  preached  at  the  church  of  St. 
Paul  before  his  Majefty  and  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament. — 
Pafll'd  mm,  con, 

Mr.  Burdon  fa  id,  he  was  extremely  forry  for  the  caufe  of  a  * 
motion  which  he  was  defiFed  to  make  to  the  Houfe,  everj 
Member  of  which  knew  the  honourable  Gentleman  to  whicn 
it  refined.  He  was  a  Member  of  tlie  Houfe,  and  had  long 
been  efteemed  for  the  independent  as  well  as  dlligent^lifcharee 
of  his  duty.  He  alkded  to  Mr.  Brandling,  whofe  health  wouTfl 
no  longer  admit  of  his  attendance  in  that  Houfe.  He  therefore 
moved,  that  a  new  writ  he  iffued  for  the  town  of  Newcaftle- 
upon  Tyne,  in  the  room  of  Charles  Brandling,  Efq.  who  has 
accepted  of  the  office  of  Steward  of  the  Ghiltern  Hundreds. — 
Ordered. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Repcx't  of  the  Marine  Mutiny 
Bill,  which  was  z^xcMi  to,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  t6  be 
ingrofled. 

Mr.  Hobart  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  which 
voted  certain  bounties  to  Mafters  and  Surgeons  of  flave-carry- 
isg  ihips,  in  cafe  the  mortality  among  the  Negroes  does  not 
exceed  a  certain  rate.  '  ' 

The  refolution  was  agreed  to  and  ordered  to  be  fubmifted 
to  the  Houfe,  and  made  inftru£tions  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Bill. 

3I2  }JlXr 
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Mr.  Afanmng  brought  tip  the  hew  Wet  Dock  Bill  for  tl>e 
accprnmodation  of  merchants,  &c.  upon  the  river.  It  was  read 
;i  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time.  Mr.  Man- 
ning faid,  that  he  (bould  not  move  for  the  fecond  reading  with- 
oi)t  the  appointment  of  a  day  for  that  purpofe. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Coie  prefented  a  Petition  on  behalf  of  the  Elec- 
tors of  Tewkeibury,  complaining  that  the  laft  decifion  of  the 
C3ommittee  upon  that  election  was  erroneous,  and  injurious  to 
their  rights,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  made  final  and  conclufive, 
praying  the  Houfe  to  take  the  cafe  into  confideration. — Ordcr-» 
'    ed  to  be  taken  ipto  confideration  on  the  27  tb  of  February  next. 

ASSESSED   TAXES. 

Mr.  Hohart  brought  up  thp  Report  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  which  contained  the  new  modificatk>n  oC 
the  Affeffcd  Taxes. 

The  refolutions  of  the  whole  of  the  laft  and  higheft  clafs 
were  read  and  agreed  to. 

1  he'  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  underftood  it  was 
not  regular  to  move  that  day  that  thefe  refolutions  be  made  in- 
flru£tions  to  the  Committee  of  ihe  whole  Houfe  upon  the  Bill. 
That  motion  he  (hould  therefore  defer  until  the  next  day  ;  in 
the  mean  time  he  (hould  propofe  to  refer  the  Bill  itfelf  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe  that  night- 

The  Speaker  explained  the  regular  courfe  of  proceeding,  and 
oi)ferved,  that  it  was  the  conftant  practice  of  the  Houfe  not  to 
pafs  refolutions  of  a  nature  fimilar  to^be  prefent  in  one  day. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Houfe  on  the  Bill,  and  difcufled  a  great  number  of  the  claufes. 

The  claufe  refpe<9ing  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  ihofe  who  ap* 
plied  for  relief  was  the  fuhje£t  of  fome  converfation ;  and  the 
decifion  of  the  point  was  poftponed  till  the  next  day. 

Some  converfation  took  place  on  other  points,  for  which  pro 
vifion  was  to  be  brought  forward  the  next  day. 

The  Chairman  then  reported  progrefs,  and  leave  was  given 
to  fit  again. 

Mr.  fVindham  brought  up  the  Array  Mutiny  Bill,  which 
was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  sead  a  fecond  time  the 
next  day. 

The  Exchequer  Loan  Bill  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  Houfe,  and  the  report  was  ordered  for  the  next  day. 

The  Committees  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  of  Supply  were 
deferred  till  Friday  ;  after  which  the  Houfe  adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Thursday,  Dec.  21. 

The  Marine  Mutiny  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  con- 
taining the  new  Refolutions  which  were  agreed  to  the  fame 
<)ay,  was  brought  up  and  the  Refolutions  read,  &c. 

ASSESSED  TAXES. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  iTioved,  that  the  Committee 
on  the  AflfeiTed  Tax  Bill,  be  intruded  to  make  provifions  in 
the  faid  Bill  purfuant  to  the  faid  Refolutions,  vhich  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Houfe  then  refolved  itfelf  into  aComiuittee  on  the  faid 
Bill.  On  the  reading,  of  that  claufe,  which  ftated  the  dura- 
tion of  the  bill  to  be  two  years  and  a  Quarter,  namely,  from 
the  5th  of  January  1798,  to  the  5th  ot  April  1800. 

Mr.  P,  Carew  fpoke  againft  its  continuing  fo  long,  and  will- 
ed that  its  duration  might  be  limited  to  one  year. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that  nothing  would  fo  efl«6lually  defeat 
the  defigns  which  the  enemy  had  formed  againft  the  6nances 
of  this  country,  as  that  of  raifing  the  whole  of  the  fum  intend- 
ed by  the  prefent  ^ill,  which  would  fo  materially  contribute 
to  relieve  the  Funds,  and  which  could  not  be  done  if  the  Bill 
was  to  continue  for  one  year  only. 

The  Solicitor  General  maintained  that  the  landed  and  funded 
property  of  every  individual  in  the  kingdom  would  become 
more  valuable  by  the  adoption  of  the  prefent  meafure,  that  is 
to  fay,  they  would  rife  in  their  price  from  the  relief  the  funds 
muft  thereby  experience.  On  a  principle  of  felf-inlereft  there- 
fore, as  he  pofiefled  fome  property  of  bpth  kinds,  he  would 
fupport  the  Bill,  as  he  was  furc  that  the  facrifice  he  would 
make  muft  be  inconfiderable,  compared  to  the  depreciation  his 
property  would  fufier  if  the  meafure  was  not  adopted  to  the 
whole  extent  propofed  in  the  Bill. 

T^ht  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fupported  the  duration  of 
the  Bill  to  the  period  mentioned,  and  ftated  at  fome  length  the 
great  advantages  the  Funds  muft  derive  from  fuch  a  meafure ; 
aided  at  the  fame  time  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  was  every 
day  diminiftiing  the  quantity  of  ftock,  fo  as  to  hold  out  the 
moft  favourable  profpefls  ot  the  internal  profperity  of  the 
country. 

Lord  Carysfort  fupported  the  Bills  as  it  ftood. 

Mr.  Dickens  znd  Mr.  Ellifon  were  for  one  year  only. 

It  was  finally  agreed  that  the  provifions  of  the  Bill  fhould 
remain  in  force  for  two  years  and  a  quarter. 

After 
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After  the  other  claufcs  had  been  gone  through, 

The  Chancdlor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  it  had  been  his 
W}(h  to  have  gone  immediately  into  the  condderation  of  the 
poil|)Ondd  daufes;  hut,  having  found  that,  by  the  regular  forms 
of  the  Houfe,  thefecliufes  coukl  not  he  conCdcrcd  before  the 
new  claufes  intended  to  be  offered  Were  brought  up,  he  woqU 
now  move  that  the  Chairman  do  report  prc^refs  and  aik  l^ve. 
tafit  again,  efpccially  as  the  intended  chutes  were  not. as  yet 
ready,  p^irticularly  that  which  regarded  the  fcbeduic  of  income. 

The  Chairman  dien  reported  progress  and  the  Bill  wa«  or- 
dered to  be  taked  into  further  con(ideration  the  next  day. 

Sir  fVilliam  Pulieney  fuggefted,  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  a  claufe  for  enabling  Parliament  to  alter  and  amend  tlie 
Bill  during  the  prefeat  Seffion,  if  there  ihould  appear  any  ne- 
ccffity  for  To  doing. 

ThQ  Chancellor  cfthe  Exchequer  acknowledged  the  propriety 
of  the  cl:iuft:. 

Mr.  Z>.  P,  Cuke  hinted  that  Jic  would  move  a  claufe  to  pre- 
vent any  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer  from  receiving  any 
fees  proportionate  to  the  immenfe  lum  of  money  to  be  raifcd 
within  the  year.  He  was  confident  that  if  the  rK)bIe  Lords  la 
whom  he  alluded  could  be  prefent  in  the  Houfe,  they  would 
gladly  fecond  fuch  a  motion  :  or,  in  their  abfen^,  a  noble  re- 
lative of  theirs  would,  with  equal  eagernefs,  accede  to  fuch  a 
propofition. 

[Lord  Temple  (hock  his  head.] 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  tl  e  Tellers  of 
the  Exchequer  Ihould  not  be  more  benefittcvl  by  the  pcefcnt 
plan,  than  if  the  Supplies  of  the  year  had  btco  raiftd  by  the 
ufuul,  or  any  other  mode. 

The  Houfe  was  then  re  fumed,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to 
be  t:!ken  into  further  conlijeration  the  next  day.    Adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  Z)rr.  22. 

SCOTS  APPEAL. 

fFilUam  D.uglas,  cldeft  fon  of  Archibald  Doughs  pf  Dor- 
rock,  Efq,  decuafed,  v.  Join  Afurrayyof  Mi^raytwaite^  Efq. 
Roierf  Htnderfon  "Efq.  and  others. 

The  Attorney  (ieneraUwA  Mr.  Tait  were  hefti4  OD  the  part 
of  the  appellant.  The  further  hearing  was  ^  poftppnc^  t<^ 
Friday  next. 
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The  various  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  forwarded  in  their 
refpedive  ftages, 

Mr.  >fWfl// prefcntcd  a  meffage  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
monsy  which  (fated,  that  th^  Houfe  of  Commons  had  come 
to  a  rcfoluiion  refpefting  the  promulgation  of  private  fta- 
tutcs,  to  which  they  dclired  the  concurrence  of  their  Lord- 
Ikips. 

After  a  (hort  adjournment,  the  Houfe  was  rcfumed,  when 
their  Lordftiips  received,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Lo;?^  from  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  Exchequer  Bills  bill,  which  was 
irad  a  firfl  rime. 

A  orivate  bill  was  brought  up  by  Mr.  fFallate^  aqd  read 
afirfttime. 

Adjourned  till  the  nci^t  day. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  Dec.  22. 

The  Bradford  Peveral  Inclofure  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time. 

The  Stone  Inclofure  bill  was  prefented  and  read  a  firft 
time. 

The  Exchequer  Bills  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  pafled« 

''  PROMULGATION  OF  THE  STATUTES. 

Mr.  Abbott  moved  that  fuch  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  promulgation  of  the  (latutes  of  the  realm  a« 
related  to  the  printing  and  diftribution  of  private  aSs,  be 
read, 

The  clerk  having  read  them,  accordingly, 

Mr.  Abbott  faid,  that  as  the  expence  of  printing  fuch  a 
number  of  copies  for  two  thou  fa  nd  of  thefe  afts  would  be 
vc;ry  confiderabie,  he  thought  it  right  to  Aibniit  to  the  Houfe 
a  motion,  which  had  for  its  obje6i  the  confining  the  opera- 
tion of  the  refolutions  to  narrower  bounds.  Private  ads 
were  in  their  nature  local  :  and  he  believed  every  purpofe 
would  beanfwered  if  none  were  printed  btit  upon  an  appli- 
cation to  be  made  by  the  parties  interefted  in  them^  for  a 
clatife  to  be  introduced  declaring  them  to  be  public  a£ls. 
Mr.  Abbott  how  moved  to  the  above  eflfefl,  which  motion 
was  agreed  to,  and  axnciTage  was  ordered  to  the  Lords  to  der 
fire  their  concurrence. 

A  meflage  was  received  from  the  Lords,  ftating,  that  their 
LQrdlhit»s  had  agreed  to  the  foreign  Proteflant  Officers'  Gom^i- 

miffion 
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niiflion  bill ;  to  the  Indemnity,  Scotch  Militia  amended^  and 

Scotch  Diftiilery  bills. 

EXCHEQUER  BILLS  BILL. 

The  queftion  being  put  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
for  raifing  three  millions  from  the  Bank  upon  Exchequer 
bills,  .  ^ 

Mr.  Tiemey  faid,  it  was  impoflible  for  hirfi  to  ailent  to 
that  bill  without  faying  a""  few  words.  It  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  meafure  q\iite  inconfiftent  with  the  profeflions  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  upon  former  occafions, 
for  which  he  had  confiderable  credit  at  the  time  he  made 
them,  and  which  he  would  continue  to  have  if  he  ad- 
hered to  his  profeflions  ;  the  fubdance  of  which  was^  (hat 
there  (hould  never  be  iflued  any  Exchequer  bills  for  which 
there  was  not  made  an  adequate  Parliamentary  proviiion. 
It  was  neceflary  to  adhere  to  to  this  principle  at  all  times, 
but  more  particularly  fo  at  the  prefent  time,  when  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  was  calling  upon  the  public  to  con- 
tribute fo  large  a  Turn  to  defray  expences,  and  to  raife  it 
within  the  year.  The  minifter  had  dated  the  fum  to  be  pro- 
vided this  year  to  be  twenty  five  millions ;  twelve  millions  of 
which  he  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  a  loan,  of  which  we  as  yet 
had  heard  nothing  but  the  amount ;  eight  millions  he  pro- 
pofed to  be  raifed  by  the  additional  aiTeflment  upon  taxes ; 
three  millions  and  a  half  upon  land  and  malt,  and  three  mil- 
lions upon  Exchequer  bills,  the  bill  for  raifing  which  fum 
was  now  before  the  Houfe.  How  this  lad  fum  of  money 
was  to  be  provided  for  did  not  appear.  The  Minider  had 
faid  that  we  mudloc^  our  difficulties  in  the  face.  He  grant- 
ed that  we  fliould  do  fo.  But  this  did  not  appear  to  him  to 
be  the  way  of  doing  it,  for  by  this  bill,  indead  of  meeting,  it 
was  podponing  our  difficulty  to  the  amount  of  three  millions, 
and  that  too  in  a  way  perfectly  new.  It  was  poflible  that 
there  diould  be  now  outdanding  four  millions  upon  Exche- 
quer bills.  But  how  thefe  millions  now  to  be  voted  by  thb 
bill  were  to  be  provided  for  no  man  had  heard  a  word.  No 
provifion  was  made  for  the  ifltie  of  freOi  Exchequer  bills, 
when  thefe  (hould  become  payable,  which  will  be  on  the  4tb 
of  April  next.  Should  the  Minider  iflue  Exchequer  bills  for 
three  millions  moire  to  anfwer  for  thefe  when  they  become 
due,  there  then  would  be  fix  millions  unproviddd  for.  Con- 
fidering  the  difcount  upon  Exchequer  bills,  he  would  aflc. 
Whether  the  Minidet  thought  it  prudent  to  iflue  them  agairi> 
after  thefe  became  payable,  fuppofing  the  Bank  to  havt   no 

objefiion. 
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,  obje£lion«  and  fuppofing  neither  to  be  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament ?  He  wa^  fure  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  wa;^en- 
tirejy  different  from  that  for  whichi  two  years  ago,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  a  great  deal  of  credit,  that 
of  providing  ft)r  Exchequer  bills  in  a  manner  that  had  not 
been  done  before.  But  he  feemed  now  to  abandon  his  pUn» 
and  the  manner  in  which. the  Bank  acquiefced  in  ^he 
plans  of  the  Minifter  was,  in  his  opinion,  alarming  to  thofe 
who  wiihed  well  to  the  credit  of  this  country..  They  accom- 
modated the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  a  way  that  was 
Dot  highly  creditable  to  either  party,  they  dated  their  circum- 
Aances  to  be  flourilhing,  but  that,  with  a  view  to  public 
financial  operations,  they  feemed  to  invite  a  continuance  of 
the  re{lri6lion  upon  them  as  to  the  payments  of  their  debts  in 
fpccie.  What  would  be  faid  of  a  private  man  who  would 
thus  league  himlelf  with  the  Executive  Government,  and  for 
that  reafon  refufed  to  pay  his  debts,  was  a  quedion  which, 
he  apprehended,  was  not  difficult  to  anfwer.  The  Bank 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  agreed  with  one  ano- 
ther that  the  reftri£lion  ihould  continue,  as  to  the  ifTuing  of 
cafh  by  the  Bank.  They  agree  farther  to  advance  to  him 
three  millions  upon  Exchequer  bills,  for  which,  at  prefent^ 
no  piirliamentary  provifion  is  made.  At  the  end  of  fix 
months  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  is  called  upon  to 
make  good  the  payment  of  thefe  Exchequer  bills.  Suppoling 
.  then,  that  provifion  fhould  be  made  for  the  payment  of  three 

.  million  upon  frefh  Exchequer  bills  at  three  months,  the 
queftion  then  would  be.  Whether  we  are  Ijkely  in  the  month 
of  April  next,  to  be  in  a  more  profperous  ilate  than  we  are 
in  at  prefent ;  and  that  money  will  be  more  plenty  ?  Then 
there  would  be  no  objedion  to  any  thing  but  the  expence  of/ 
this  meafure.  But  thofe  who  thought  there  w^as  danger  in 
our  prefent  fituation  could  hardly  approve  of  the  prefent 
meafure  ;  becaufe,  if  the  hour  of  difficulty  IbouW  arife,  and 

.neither  the  Direftors  of  the  Bank  fhould  be  difpofed  to  grant 
any  further  money  upon  Exchequer  bills,  nor  the  proprietors 
agree  to  it  if  they  did,  then,  indeed,  fliall  we  fcejthc  mifchief 
of  voting  away  money  thus  upon  credit  without  making  pro- 
vifion for  the  payment  of  it.  Although  he  differed  from  the 
Minifter  on  the  lubjedl  of  raifing  money  within  the  year,  he 
did  not  differ  from  him  as  to  the  necelfity  of  our  looking 
our  difficulty  in  the  face,  and  providing  for  it ;  but  he  did  not 
think  it  conliftent  with  that  idea  to  noilpone  that  difficulty  by 
a  meafure,  the  pretence  for  which  was  to  provide  for  ir. 
Vol.  I.  1797.  3K  He 
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He  thought  we  (hoiild  be  prepared  for  a  fform-,  but  we  IhouU 
be  prepared  for  it  like  prudent  and  (kriful  mariners, To  as  ta 
be  ready  to  meet  it,  not  to  talk  of  a  ftorm  and  conduA  our- 
felves  as  if  nothing  was  to  be  apprehended  but  a  calm,  and  to 
poftpone  the  p:eparation  to  the  hour  of  tcmpcft,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  the  cafe  as  far  as  the  prefent  bill  extend- 
ed. He  could  enlarge  uj^n  thcfe  topics,  bot  he  had  reafons 
for  forbearing. 

The  ChanceUorof  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  was  very  glad  to 
notice  that  the  honourable  Gentleman  had,  on  that  <tiy,  more 
diftinftly  than  he  had  heard  him  before,  acknowledge  thai 
we  ought  to  meet  our  difficulties  in  the  face.     He  iliouldre* 

i'oiccifthat  declaration  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  was 
ikely  to  be  followed  up  by  a  plan  that  would  contribute  to 
the  fentiment  which  it  conveyed.  He  fhotild  be  glad  to  hear 
from  him  reafons  why  he  thought  that  the  prefent  plan  was 
not  coitfiftent  with  that  objeS^  and  if  he  did  fo  and  the  reafons 
appeared  conclufive  he  ifhojjld  be  as  ready  to  abandon  it  as  he 
hoped  the  honourable  Gentleman  wouldbe  to  abandon  his 
opmionsrfhc  found  them  inconfiftent  with  the  general  objefi^ 
namely,  that  of  meeting  our  difficulties  in  the  face.  He  neither 
wilhed  himfelf  to  be  mifimderftood,  nor  to  mifunderftand  the 
honourable  Gentleman.  The  bill  now  before  the  Houfe  was 
not  inconfiftciit  with  the  plan  for  the  augmentairoh  of  the 
airelTcd  taxes^  He  did  not  mean  to  raife  the  whole  of  the 
fupplies  of  the  prefent  year.  Indeed  he  propofed  othcrwifc 
when  he  opetwd  the  outline  of  the  whole  plan.  He  dated 
the  raeafurc  now  before  the  Houfe  as  part  of  the  original 
propofition.  Wiih  regard  to  the  reftriftron  upon  the  Bank» 
in  ha4  b'^cn  already  dccicfed  hy  the  Houfe  that  tt  was  necelFary 
dirrfiu!;  the  continuance  of  the  war.  There  was  no  hope 
that  fuch  rrccelfiry  wouM  ceafe  but  with  the  War.  Here  the 
Bank,  vviihout  inconvenience  to  themfelves,  or  the  public^ 
but  with  a.lvantage  to  both,  can  make  this  advance,  and  car> 
prolong  ii :  ani  hcrt  was  a  provifion  for  the  payment  at  a 
certain^  period,  in  order  i:hat,  if  neceflary,  they  might  open 
their  ufual  opcranon  of  payment,  iip  it  (bould  be  thought 
wife  to  open  it.  While  the  prefent  circumftances  remain  the 
rcftriftion  ihofild  c^vntinne.  If  it  (hould  be  ncceflary  that 
lilt;  Ixmk  fhrould  coniinue  its  advances,  they  would  of  courfc 
CTwiiiuie,  but  by  the  vcr)-  bill  now  before  the  Houfe,  provi- 
fion  was  made  for  the  payment  froni  time  to  time  as  fuch 
advance  fhoukl  be  made.  Their  continuance  or  difcontinu- 
ance  of  advaaccs  would  depend  upon  their  cLrcumftances  ; 

and 
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^ncl  although  they  are  at  prefent  in  a  Bourilhing  fituation, 

J  ret  they  (hould  not  be  called  upon  to  ^  make  advances  upon 
exchequer  bill^  but  to  a  limited  amount,  fuch  as  \\as  fpecifi- 
cd  by  the  prefent  bill.  With  regard  to  tlic  difcouni  upoa, 
Exchequer  j>ili5  he  knew  of  none.  . 

Mr.  Tiernry  faid,  heunderftood  the  difcount  upon  Exche- 
quer bills  to  be  at  prefent  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  He  had 
heard  nothing  agalnd  what  he  bad  faid  already^  that  this  w^s 
a  matter  of  accommodation  from  the  Bank  to  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  and  that  it  -was  Ukely  to  be  mifchievous 
to  the  public.  With  regard  to  the  pledge  which  he  was 
fiippoied  to  have  entered  into,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
<hequer,  he  could  only  fay  that  he  faid  nothing,  except  that 
we  ought  not  to  poftpone  our  difficulties.  He  did  not  call. 
the  fufidiihg  fyftetn  a  poftponing  of  our  difficulties.  It  had 
not  been  (oconfidered  for  the  laft  century.  He  wiflied  to 
know  where  thefe  three  millions  could  be  raifed  again  If  the 
Bank  (houid  fifld  any  difficulty. 

Mr.  Nicicils  ^id  not  fee  how  this  bill  was  to  be  provided 
for  except  in  the  iifuing  of  Bank  notes.  There  had  for- 
<nerly  been  a  limit  to  the  ifliie  of  Bank  paper.  Now  there 
was  none.  This  meafure  was  calculated  to  make  the  Bank 
a  mint  for  the  coinage  of  paper  money.  This  was  worCe 
than  the  mode  that  was  adopted  in  France,  for  there  they 
had  a  limit,  here  we  have  none.  Should  they  be  unable  ta 
pay  again,  what  was  to  be  the  remedy?  This  appeared  to 
him  to  be  the  moft  dangerous  meafure  that  was  ever  tried  in 
any  country. 

The  bill  was  thep  read  a  third  time  and  pafled- 

Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  moved,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  number  of  houfes,  aireifed  as 
inhabited  houfes,  to  the  amount  of  eight  pound  andtipwards^ 
fpecifying  the  number  of  houfes  that  ar6  aflellcd  from  81.  to 
81.  los.  loL  to  lol.  los.  15I.  to  X5I.  io».  20I.  to  20].  los.' 
and  fo  on  to.aool.  220I.  ^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  thought  that  this 
account  was  already  before  the  Houfe,  if  not,  he  had  no  ob- 
jedion  to  giving  that  information  to  the  honourable  Baronet; 

Sir  Edward  AnatMkIlz([uTcd  the  Houfe  there  was  no  fuch 
paper,  before  them,  and  therefore  the  motion  was  put  and 
carried. 

ASSESSED  TAXES. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day; 
for  the  Houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  Committee  of  the 

3  K  2  Houfe; 
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Houfc  Upon  the  Afleffcd  Ta^  Bill,  the  Houfe  rcfolvcd.  itfelf 
accordingly. 

Sir  Charles  Bunbury  propofed  that  Tax  Carts  fhould  be  ex- 
empted from  the  operation*  of  the  bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fuggcfted  the  propriety  of 
^educing  this  exception  to  a  diftinft  ptovifo.  He  hinted  upon 
the  fuhjcdl  of  Taxed  Carts,  there  ought  to  he  fome  difcuffion 
hereafter  ;  as  great  frauds  were  praftifcd  under  that  article  of  the 
revenue  at  prcfent. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  propofed  a  claufe,  to 
carry  into  t&&  the  modification,  as  printed  in  the  fchedule, 
which  is  already  publifhed. 

Mr.  tVtlberfcrce  xhou^x.^  that  inflead  of  per fons  who  could 
only  afford  to  keep  one  horfe,  being  rated  fp  high,  the  higher 
claffes  of  the  community  ou«ht  to  be  affcfild  one  rate  nxore 
than  by  the  prefent  fcale  of  affeffmcnt  they  are.  He  would  not 
begin  fo  low  as  the  prefent,  but  would  go  higher  tlian  it  oti 
the  fcale  of  contribution.  The  honourable  Member  here  took 
a  paper  from  his  pocket,  and  was  pipcceding  to  read  in  it  his 
fcale  of  afleffment,  when 

Mr.  jfdedngton  (the  Speaker)  faid,  that  no  advance  ia 
charges  upon  the  fubje£l,  could  take  place  in  any  mcxic  but  ia 
%  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  a  diminution  might. 

Mr.  Baker  thought  this  propofigon  improper.  He  wiChed 
the  Houfe  to  aft  as  the  real  rcprefcntatives  of  the  whole  people 
of  England  ;  for  they  were  fo.  To  agree  to  fuch  a  n^cature  as 
^his  was  toafi  othcrwife  than  fuch  Reprefentativei  ought  to  do. 
It  would  be  to  attend  not  to  the  interell  of  the  people,  but  tq 
the  clamour  of  fome  of  them  i  he  conlldcred  that  tp  give  way 
to  the  very  extraordinary  and  heretofore  unheard  of  Refolution^ 
that  were  paffed  in  Tome  very  extraordinary  meetings,  woul4 
\c  to  aft  upon  caprice. 

Mr.  /.  H.  Browne  did  not  wifli  the  Houfe  to  aft  upon  ca- 
price, but  he  thought  that  by  taking  time,  the  people  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  bill,  and  to  judge  how  it  woul4 
pfifcft  them,  from  which  they  might  communicate  to  their  Re* 
prcfentative's  many  important  fafts  which  mi^ht  influence  theif 
-detcnriinations. 
•  The  claufe  was  then,  after  fome  converfation,  agreed  to. 

(^w  the.  reading'  cf  the  claufe  for  laying  a  double  tax  on 
Horfes'ufed  in  I'.uibandry, 

Mr.  /.  Hawkins  Browne  rofc  and  laid,  that  he  difapproved 
of  apporiipning  the  tax  to  the  different  means  of  the  farmer. 
Hecould'afilire  the  Houfe  that  many  of  the  fmall  farmers  were 
as  poor  as  day-labourers,  and  he  therefore  mei'nt  to  propolc 
•     ^    ^  .  ths*t 
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ttiat,  indead  of  a  double  rateof  aCTeiTiiient  upon  all  farmers  who 
pay  more  than  70].  rent,  a  finale  rate  only  ihould  be  laid. 

This  prodac'ed  a  long  difcuffion,  in  which  Sir  Watkin  Wil- 
liam Wynne,  Mr  Burdon,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Pole  Carew,  Lord  Carysfort,  Mr.  Ryder,  Sir  Edward 
KnatchftulU  and  Mr.  Dent,  took  a  part. 

Sir  IVaikln  ff'illlams  fVynne  was  averfe  to  the  Tax.  He 
knew  many  country  Geniiemen,  of  from  6  to  800I.  a  year, 
who  kept  the  greater  part  of  their  eflates  in  their  hands,  on 
whom  the  propofcd  augmentation  would' fall  very  heavily.  It 
equally  menaced  the  repofe  of  all  the  other  clafies  engaged  in 
agricultural  purfuits,  and  would,  he  thought,  be  of  general  in- 
jury to  the  farming  intereft. 

Mr.  Burdon  was  ofopinon,  thatfmartl  farmers  ought  to  be 
exemped. 

Lord  Carysfort  fpokc  in  general  terms  againft   the  claufe; . 
He  wiflied  to  fee  the  fupplies   raifed  on  the  principle  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  fcheme,  but  thought  it  would 
be  for  the  advantage  of  the  country  did  the  Houfe  avoid  any  fe- 
vere  augmentation  of  the  taxes  raifed  from  agriculture. 

Mr.  Pitt  faid,  that'he  could  not  be  expeded  to  coincide  in 
opinion  with  every  Gentleman  who  had  fpoken  tp  the  queflion. 
He  would,  however,  in  the  courfe'of  the  evenings  propofe  a 
claufe,  to  exempt  all  farmers  who  pay  under  70I.  a  year  rent. 
^  Lord  George  Cavendtjh  obje£ted  to  the  claufe,  becaufe  be 
dncded  to  the  bill  in  toto. 

The  Attorney  Genet ai  faid,  this  was  a  very  improper  fentiment 
to  be  delivered,  let  the  authority  from  which  it  came  l)e  as  high 
as  it  might,  and  it  was  the  more  improper  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
when  fome  extraordinary  exertions  were  required  from  every 
clafs  of  people  for  the  defence  of  their  country,  becaufe  fuch 
modifications  were  likely  to  be  introduced  as  to  make  it  as  un- 
eitceptionable  as  any  other  meafure  which  could  poffibly  be 
fuggefted  in  a  period  of  fuch  exigency. 

Mr.  Ellifon  fpoke  to  the  fame  effedk,  after  which  the  claufe 
.    "was  read  a  fecond  time  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pitt  next  propofcd  a  claufe  to  exempt  fuch  perfons  from 
any  contribution  to  the  tax  as  rented  farms  of  70!.  a  year, 
but  not  exceeding  that  fum,  and  gained  their  livelihood  folely 
diereby. 

Mr.  y.  Hm  Browne  wi(hed  the  exemption  to  extend  in 
farms  of  1501.  a  year.' 

'   Sir  Edward  Knatchbull  faid,  the  claufe  embraced  the  ex-^. 
em'ption  he  intended  to  pr6pofe. 

Sir  fV.  Dolhcn  obferved,  that  there  were  many  fmall  faroit 
■    *    '  "which 
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which  had  warrens;  he  wifhed  to  know  in  fucb  a  cafe,  v-hc- 
ther  rhey  were  to  l)e  exempted  ? 

Tire  Chancellor  af  the  Exchequer  replied,  where  a  perfon  fpl- 
tewed  two  profeffions,  certainly  not. 

Sir  ly^Puliemy  thought  Ibmc  precife  fum  fhould  be  fixed 
fcr  fuch  contingencies,  or  the  venter  of  a  fmall  farra  might  be 
liable  to  the  payment  of  the  additional  aflciniiems,  by  an  extra 
acquitition  of  5s. 

A  general  cry  of  No !  no  f  no  f       . 

The  Chancellor  of  tl^  Exchequer  ohferv^f,  that  it  wouW  Kc 
impoffible  to  invefiigate  the  amount  of  fuch  extia  actjuifitions, 
and  therefore  he  was  compelled  to  make  the  claufe  general. 
Arty  trivial  gain,  however,  like  that  the  honourable  Baronet 
had  mentioned,  or  evtn  to  a  larger  extent,  beyond  the  profits  * 
of  a  farmr,  wciuld  not  be  defcrvitig  of  notice. 

Mr.  Dickens  laid  a  few  words,  and  thcclaufc  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hawkins  Brcfwne  ihcrt  moved  an  amendment  of  the  rc- 
iblctions  to  the  cfl'cft  already  rtntcd,  viz.  That  a  fmgle  rate 
only  \}C  laid  upon  aH  farmers  who  pay  from  fevcnty  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year.  ,U|K>n  this  a  divrfion  took 
place^  when  the  amendment  was  rcjedled. 

yfyes^  -  -  6 

Noes,  -  -     *  ^4 

Majmty^         88 
The  ChanciUor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  a  claufe  in  his, 
femd  intended  to  alleviate  the  burden  on  a  clafs  of  artizans  who 
had  already  felt   themfelves  aggrieved  by  a  former  tax.     He. 
meant  the  clock  and  watch-makers.     It  bad  been  fuggcftcd 
that  this  Bill  woold  injure  th^t  trade,  and  therefore'  the  claufe 
he  propofed  tobrin^  up  was  intended  to  prevent  any  iiagnation 
of  the  trade  in  thofe  afticles  arifing  from  it,  by  exempting 
i\om  tfic  i>ew  tax  all  watches  purchafed  after  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary 1798. 

The  claafe  was  brought  op  and  read,  and  directed  to  be 
nriade  a  part  of  the  Bill. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  brought  op  the  \claufe  re- 
9\iiriF>g  the  oath,  which  he  underftoqd  fon>c  Gentlemen  in- 
fended  to  oppofe.  He  fubmitted  it  to  the  conCderation  of  th9(e 
Gentlemen,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  defer  that  dif* 
colfion  till  the  claafe  containing  the  fehedule  ftiouW  be  brought 
up,  when  it  would  be  fcen  more  fully  whethqr  the  ohjeSion 
lot^M;  Qatb  was  well  grounded  ^  If  it  ihould  be  (Vill  thought  fo, 
Oentkntcn  would  have  an  opportunity  of  oppofihg  it  on  the 
report. 
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The  claufe  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequtr  tlien  brought  up  a  claafe  ko 
provide  an  abatement  in  favour  of  perfons  having  a  certain  niidi- 
ber  of  children  in  the  following  proportions : 

To  all  perfons  having  from  4  to  8 — 10  pet  cent, 
from  8  to  10— 15  per  cent, 
above    -    10 — 20  per  cent. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  was  for  extending  the  abatement  to  tliciagc 
of  20  or  21  years  inftead  of  16,  becaufc  the  fyftcm  of  educa- 
tion purfucd  from  the  age  of  1 6  to  21  was  far  more  expenfive 
to  parents,  both  with  regard  to  their  fons  and  daughters,  than 
it  was  at  any  time  previous  to  that  period.  Sons  received  at 
that  time  an  education  preparatory  to  their  entering  into-the 
navy  or  army,  and  daujrhters  required  a  greater  number  of 
malters,  both  of  which  cafcS  expofes  parents  to  confidcrable 
expence" 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the  age  of  16 
was  the  age  generally  adhered  to  in  all  former  A(5ks  where  the 
diftipftion  <5f  age  had  been  introduced,  it  was  fo  even  in  the 
Pole  Tax  \  but  the  objeft  of  the  prefent  claufe  was  to  extend 
relief,  not  to  the  opulent  claffes,  to  which  hr$  honourable 
Friend  feem^d  to  allude,  but  to  the  inferior  claffes  of  tradcfmcn 
and  manufacturers,  whofe  fons,  if  properly  brought  up,  would^ 
at  the  age  of  16,  be  able  to  afford  confiderable  affiftance  to  thdr 
parents,  inftead  of  being  a  burthen  to  the^n. 

Mr.  Bragge  thought  the  obje£l  of  Mr.  Wilbcrforce  would 
be  attained  by  making  the  rates  a  criterion.  •  Thus,  wherever 
any  perfon  did  not  pay  more  than  jol.  to  the  new  affeffeJ  tax^, 
they  Ihould  be  totally  exempted  from  paying,  though  their 
chijdrfn  were  between  16  and  21,  and  the  other  proportiohs 
might  follow  in  gradation.  He  thought  the  extenfion  ought 
•  to  continue  to  21  years,  .bccaufe  at  that  age  there  was  rk>  beixe- 
iit  derived  from  their  fervlce,  while  they  become  a  greater  bur- 
deii  to  their.parents. 

Mr.  fVilhcr force  faid,  he  could  nominate  two  or  three  clafles 
^  which  particularlv  dcierved  fuch  relief.  Firfl,  there  tvas  a 
number  of  clergymen  of  fraall  incomes,  who,  from  their  own 
univerfity  attachments,  wi(h'jd  to  give  their  Tons  a  college  edu- 
cation ;  and  next,  there  were  many  retired  ofiWersof  the  army 
and  navy,  who,  from  early  habits  of  life,  chofe  to  live  frugally 
in  the  country,  in  order  to  give  their  foi\s  a  taAe  arid, gentility 
of  manners  firailar  to  that  which  they  had  themfefvcs  receiv- 
ed. Children  put  out  to  be  artificeis  were  the  only  perfons  he 
believed  from  whom  their  parents  could  derive'  any  benefit  at 
fixtecn  years  of  age  i  for  tbofc  children  who  were  bound  out 

apprea- 
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apprentices  had  not  only  a  long  time  to  ferve  without  any  cnao- 
lument,  but  moreover  cxa£ked  from  their  parents  the  charge  of 
clothing,  &c.  apd  an  apprentice  fee.  As  the  principle  of  the 
claufe  was  right  he  propofed  to  amend  it  by  excepting  all  per- 
fons  who  had  from  four  to  eight  children  under  twenty-one 
years  of  age  refpcdlively*  who  did  not  pay  6ol.  to  the  new  af- 
fefled  taxes. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  fince  Gentlemen  ap- 
peared to  agree  fo  much  to  the  objeft  in  view,  he  certainly 
thought  it  entitled  to  confideration.  But  he  defired  to.be  un- 
derftood,  that  when  the  exteniion  was  firft  propofedi  he  cop- 
ceived  it  had  a  more  favourable  exemption  on  the  face  of  It  for 
perfons  of  higher  rank  than  he  thought  neceflary.  He  had  a 
fchedule  to  oSer  for  afcertaining  income,  and  after  the  perufai 
of  that  Gentlemen  would  find,  that  among  the  dedu£lions 
for  perfons  of  certain  income,  fuch  a  deduction  would  be  made 
from  the  charge  upon  the  rent  of  the  houfe  of  tlie  father,  as 
was  proportionate  to  the  rent  of  the  chambers  of  the  fon.  That 
was  to  fay,  where  any  perfon  had  a  fon  in  chambers,  thofe 
chambers  would  be  confidet^d  as  a  part  of  the  fathers's  houfe. 
For  parents  in  the  army  a?d  navy,  and  certain  other  profef- 
fions,  he  was  very  willing  toskeknowledge  fome  prbvifion  fiioulJ 
be  made. 

Mr.  Dent  faid  a  few  words,  when  the  claufe  was  read  and 
agreed  to ;  as  was  the  next  claufe,  requiring  fecurtty  from  the 
colleflors.. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  .next  propofed  a  claufe  to 
limit  the  rate  of  aiTeiTment  on  board ing-fchools,  and  inns,  or 
public-houfes,  to  the  fame  rate  as  that  charged  upon  lodging- 
houfes  and  ibopkeepers,  viz.  one  third. 

Mr.  Baker  faid,  the  boarding-fchools  were  able  to  reimburfc 
themfelves  by  air  increafed  charge  for  the  education  of  the 
children  entrufted  to  their  care,  and  tlie  public-houfes  by  an 
increafed  charge  upon  their  cuftomers.  He  therefore  objedled 
to  the  claufe. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  approved  of  the  honourable 
Gentleman*s  principle  of  keeping  his  former  refolution  in  view, 
not  to  let  any  falfe  edeem  for  particular  perfons  miflead  him  ; 
hut  he  defired  to  acquaint  the  honourable  Gentleman,  that  he 
had  heard  various  complaints  from  the  particular  clafles  he  pro- 
pofed to  relieve,  and  he  wifhed  the  honourable  Gentleman  to 
recollc£t,  that  the  maftcr  or  miftrcfs  of  a  boarding- fchool  were 
compelled  to  pay  for  more  windows  than  were  neceflary  to  their 
own  comfort. 

Ade- 
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A  defultory  convcrfation  cnfued  between  Mr.  Baker  and 
Mr.  Pitt\  during  which  Mr.  Baker  perfifted  in  his  ol)jc<!^lion,  till 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair  ohicwtdy  that  the  reafon  afligncd  by 
the  honourable  Gentleman  for  objeSing  to  the  claufe  was 
very  right  in  regard  to  the  fingle  and  permanent  tax,  but 
would  not  apply  to  the  triple  alTelTment  :  could  he' fuppofe 
that  any  fuhool -ma (ler  would  prefume  to  encreafc  his  charges 
on  the  fudden  in  proportion  to  the  triple  afleirment.  .  Surely 
not!  for  if  any  fchool-mafter  were  to  do  fa,  his  pupils 
would  be  immediately  taken  away  from  him,  and  he  would  be 
completely  ruined.  Befides  the  honourable  Gentlcrfian's  ar- 
gument applied  only  to  a  few  cafes,  for  he  had  not  allowed 
the  leaft  exception  for  that  clafs  of  fchool -mailers,  which 
was  very  numerous,  who  refi.led  at  adlftance  in  the  country, 
and  took  children  to  board  and  educate  at  fo  low  a  rate  as 
twenty  pound  or  twenty  five  pounds  a  year. 

Mr.  Burdon  remarked,  that  as  matters  of  chartered  fchools 
occupied  houfes  like  other  individuals,  and  did  not  incur  the 
fame  expcnces,  they  ought  not  to  be  exempted. 

Mr.  fVilberfurce  recommended  an  amendment  to  the 
claufe,  by  adding  the  fentence,  that  all  who  took  perfons  to 
board  and  lodge  in  their  refpedive  dwelling  houfes,  not  lefs 
than  fix  or  ten  ifi  number  fhould  be  exempted. 

-  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  an  amendment  to 
that  efFeft,  extending  the  exemption  to  all  who  had  not  Icfs 
than  ten,  which  was  agreed  to,and  incorporated  in  theclaufe. 
He  then  propofed  a  claufe  of  mitigation  for  waiters  in  pub- 
lic houfes,  tor  horfes  and  carriages  let  out  by  inn  keepers  of 
other  perfons  to  hire,  and  for  carriages  kept  by  coachmakers 
for  the  fame  ufc. 

Mr.  Burdon  obferved,  that  mourning  coaches  were  not 
fpecified,  and  they  were  let  put  by  perfons  who  were  not 
publicans. 

The  Chancel!  r  of  the  Exchequertx^WxnQi  that  they  were  in- 
cluded under  the  denomination  of  carriages  let  out  to  hire* 
He  then  ;;r9Ccedcd  to  liatc,  that  he  had  nothing  elfe  to  offer 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Committee  but  the  fchedule  of 
which  he  had  before  fpoken.  The  objeft  of  this  was, 
among  fomc  others,  to  provide  an  exemption  for  thofe  per-  ' 
fons  who  let  out  lodging  houfes  and  did  not  re  fide  in  them 
themfelves.  He  intended  to  bring  up  this  claiife  on  the  re- 
port, obferving  that  the  claufe  would  fpecify  all  the  rules  of 
exemptidn.  This  claufe  he  meant  to  have  printed  for  the 
greater  convenience  of  gentlemen  in  the  interval,   in  order 

Vol-  I.  17^7.  3L  '  to 
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to  afford  ihem  a  better  opportunity  of  deciding  upon  it  on  the 
confKieration  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Sargent  propofcd  a  claufe  to  exempt  medical  Gentle- 
men in  the  cities' and  liberties  of  Londun  and  Weftminfter 
from  the  triple  afli'cirment  on  carriages,  provided  only  one 
was  kepi  ;  but  where  there  were  too  carriages,  he  dcfired 
to  have  no  exception  whatever. 

Mr.  Tk.rnton  objefied  to  this  claufe,  upon  the  principle 
that  pbyficians  who  kept  carriages  were  lufEcicntly  able  to 
pay  ihcalllirment. 

Sir  Edward  KnafchhuUmowtA  to  amend  this  claufe  by  ex- 
tending its  provifions  to  pbyficians  pradifing  in  thccountry^ 
who  flood  more  in  need  of  the  ufe  of  horfes  and  of  a  carriage.' 

It  was  obferved  that  the  medical  Gentlemen  who  redded  ia 
the  country  and  kept  carriages,  were  better  able  to  afibrd 
the  tax. 

Sir  E.  FnaichbuU  denied  this  afTertion,  and  contended  that 
the  pra£iitioners  in  London  were  the  moft  able  to aiFoid  it. 

An  amendment  was  offered  to  except  the  country  pradi- 
tioners  from  the  triple  afleifment  upon  horfes,  provided  they 
kept  no  more  than  one. 

Mr.  fVilberforce  obferved,  that  country  pra6litioner9  fcl- 
dom  kept  carriages,  but  rode  cither  on  horeback  or  in  hired 
carriages.  He  doubted  whether  the  amendment  therefore 
extended  far  enough,  as  rood  of  them  kept  two  or  three 
horfes. 

Mr.  Dudly  Ryder  faid,  the  fatuity  were  a  formidable  fet  of 
people,  whom  he  could  wifli  to  conciliate ;  but  really,  in  his 
opinioir,  the  claufe  propofcd  was  puihing  the  exceptions  to 
the  extreme. 

Mr.  Dickens,  thought  the  relief  of  medical  Gentlemen 
ought  to  be  extended  to  fervants,  as  they  were  obliged  to  keep 
Servants  more  by  cuftom  than  a  confideration  of  their  owa 
convenience. 

Mr.  Dent  feared  thefe  numerous  exceptions  would  afford 
a  great  opportunity  for  evafion ;  however,  he  wifhed  the  ex- 
ception ot  the  tax  on  carriages  kept  by  pbyficians  to  take 
place,  as  he  thougfctit  ivould  be  better  for  the  community  at 
large. 

Mr.  Brcrggt  wiffied  the  excefti()n  to  extend  to  two  pair 
of  horfes  for  the  carriages  of  praditioners  in  town,  and 
to  four  fingle  horfes  for  prafliiionerS  in  the  country. 

The  Attorney  General dtchrcdy  that  in  his  opinion  the  ex- 
ception for  carriages  belonging  to  medical  gentlemen  otight 

not. 
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not,  on  any  fair  principle,  to  be  allowed  in  town  without  al- 
lowing it  in  the  country  alfo.  A  carriage  was  commonly 
kept  by  a  phydcian  in  town  as  a  candtrate  for  bufinefs;  but 
in  the  country  few  medical  men  kept  carriages,  becaufe  they 
could  not  afford  it^  till  they  were  in  that  ftate  of  health,  or 
arrived  at  that  time  of  life,  when  fuch  a  mode  of  conveyance 
became  neceflfary  for  them  to  attend  thofc  families  who  had 
long  confulted  their  fciencc,  and  without  whofc  biilincfs  they 
would  not  be  able  to  maintain  their  ufual  rank  and  credit,  lu^ 
London  the  carriage  of  a  phyfician  was  the  fource  of  com- 
fort and  convenience ;  but  in  the  country  it  was  an  article 
of  lieceflity.  And  as  fo  few  carriages  were  employed  in  the 
country  in  this  way  as  to  render  the  reduction  very  inconfi- 
derable,  he  (hould  advife  the  extsnfion. 

Mr  Burdon  faid  country  prailitioners  were  always  paid 
in  proportion  to  the  diftance  they  had  come,  while  in  town 
a  carriage  was  foelfential  for  every  phyfician,  that  many  be- 
ginning to  pra£lice  were  obliged  to  fet  up  ijiis  fort  of  equipage 
though  very  unable  to  afford  it,  or  ihey  would  find  it  difficult 
to  rife  to  that  eminence  they  wiflied.  , 

Mr.  Charles  Torh  thought  the  exception  ought  to  be  ge- 
neral, but  fubmittcd  to  the  Committee  whether  inftead  of  a 
total  exemption  it  would  not  be  better  to  fubje£i  them  only 
Co  a  lower  rate. 

Lord  Carj  fort  hoped  there  would  be  a  modification. 

The  Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  phyficians  en- 
titled to  con  (iderable  abatement,  but  th<i4ight  it  reafonaUe 
alfo  that  that  abatement  liaould  not  go  lower  than  a  iingle 
rate.  He  did  not  wifli  however,  to  extend  this  abateraeiit 
to  pra£titiouers  who  kept  carriages  in  the  country,  becatife 
a  carriage  in  the  country  with  fuch  people,  fo  far  as  he  had 
ever  an  opportunity  of  obfcrving,  ,was  a  profjf  of  optklence»  - 
while  in  London  it  was  none.  He  flioiiid  be  fatisfied  there- 
fore in  limiting  the  exception  for  country  praditioners  to 
an  exemption  of  the  duty  for  two  horfcs. 

Mr^  Cherries  Dundas  faid,  if  exceptions  were  made  ai  this 
rate  for  gentk-men  in  the  n>edical  profeffir  ti.  who  leidom 
came  to  l^ndon  till  they  had  acquircil  a  fjffijient  depree  />f 
wealth  in  the  country  to  enable  ihcm  to  fet  up  a  carriage,  he 
4id  not  fee  why  the  exception  mii^ht  not  extciul  to  Lawyers^ 
and  every  other  profcflion. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  he  had  heard  it  was  neceffary  for  a 

PhyGcian  to  keep  a  carriage  in  oukr  to  obtain  praftice,  bvM:  he 

never  before  heard  that  it  was  neceffary  for  a  lauFy.cx  jto  keep  a 

'  3  L  a  ^carriage 
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carriage  in  order  to  obtain  a  brief.  Did  ihc  ho noirrablc  Gentle-, 
man  a<£^ually  believe  tliat  a  client  cared  wbetlier  his  aiiorncv 
or  his  advocate  rode  down  to  Wtfln.infler  hall  in  his  own 
carriage,  or  whether  he  rode  ('own  with  a  blue  bag^in  a  liack- 
ncy  ccach  ? 

Mr.  C\  Durdas^  in  expl;malion,  faid  he  dul  not  think  pi  yfi- 
clans  fliould  be  excepted  for  keeping  carria^^es,  to  fupport  whicli 
they  were  fo  well  paid,  when  other  gentlemen,  from  the 
amazing  increafe  of  the  public  burthens,  were  obliged  to  give 
them  up. 

Sir  If^.  Doihenvi\{hcd  the  exception  to  extend  to  the  country, 
bccaufe  the  carriages  of  the  phyficians  there  were  fo  old  and 
broken  that  they  wece  not  worth  paying;  for — f  A  laugh.) 

Upon  the  motion  for  the  iecond  reading  of  the  claufe,  with 
Mr.  Pitt*s  Amendment, 

Sir  £.  Ktiatchhull  divided  the  Houfe  upon  an  Amcnd.nent- 
for  extending  the  exception  to  the  country. 

j^yes  "  ' .       ^  42 

Noes  — ' — *—  .    5g 

Major'ity  1 7 

And,  pn  the  motion  that  the  Claufe  fo  amended  by  Mr. 
Pitt,  do  make  parf  bf  the  Bill,  the  Committee  again  divided 

Jyes  5g 

Noes  ^_  ■.  29 

-   '  Maprity  23 

Srrancrcrs  were  excluded  for  a  confhkPal)lc  time. 
Mr.  D.  P.  Coke  \\'A  rifen  to  make  his  promifecj  motion  for 
Jimitting  the  fees  of  the  Tt lie rs  of  the  Exchequer  during  rhc 
prefent  diftrtffed  and  calamitous  fituation  of  the  country.  He 
affured  thi:  Committee,  that  in  mfiking  the  prcfent  motion,  he 
was  prompted  by  no  perfonal  hol'.ility,  either  aj^ainft  the  two 
noide  Lords  (the  Marquis  of  Buckingham  and  Eail  Cimden) 
who  held  th.is  oifice,  or  a^ainft  any  of  his  Majelly's  present 
Minillcrs;  on  tlie  contrary,  he  wished  then  to  retain  their 
places,  bccaufe  he  felt  exticir.ely  adverfe  to  the  do6^Vtne*.J^.eld 
by  the  Gentlemen  who  were  hkcly  tofucceed  them,  cfixciallv 
to  the  doctrine  of  Parliamcntarv  Reform,  which,  if  attempted 
and  cffcded,  muft,  in  ]?is  ofvnion,  be  produftiveof  njuch  mif* 
chief,  and  mult  ncccffarily  er.d  in  a  Revolution-  Cut  he 
could  not  at  the  fame  time  forbear  obferving.  that  the  country 
mull  feel  furpriled,  nay  indipnant  if  the  Hf>ufc  were  to  oppofc 
bringing  up  of  a  claufe  tending  to  limit  the  enormous  fees 
IVbich  the  mcafure  now  under  d;fcu«Tion  would  throw  into  the 

haiids 
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hands  of  the  nd>Ie  Lords  who  held  this  and  other  lucrative 
offices,  and  that  at  a  moinent  when  the  people  at  large  were 
groaning  under  an  unfupportible  weight  of  taxes,  and'whei* 
they  were  going  to  be  ftill  further  loaded  with  a  huithen  which 
he  was  convinced  it  was  utterly  impoflible  they  could  bear,  fop 
fliould  the  menfurc  now  under  difcufEon  be  unfortunately 
p^iffed  into  a  law,  he  wns  fure  it  would  be  ahogcthtr  iinpradli* 
able  fb  raifts  the  lytn  of  money  it  called  for.  n 

Tae  Chance Ikr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  no  reafon  to- 
fuppofe  that  the  motion  of  the  lionourable  and  learned  Gentle* 
man  arofe  from  any  pefonal  hoftility  to  the  Lords  in  queftion, 
becaufe  he  was  fure  the  learned  Gentheman  had  not  received 
from  them  any  provocation  that  couicl  juftify  fuch  hoftility— 
hut  though  the  motion  might  be  free  from  a  fpirit  of  hoftility, 
it  was  far  from  being  free  from  very  great  injuftice^  tor  it  went 
to  deprive  the  noble  Lords  of  what  they  poffeffed  as  the  juft  re- 
wards of  the  great  public  fervices  which  their  fathers  had  rcn- 
deretl  to  the  country,  and  which  they  held  as  a  freehold  tenure, 
confirmed  to  them  by  an  A3t  of  Parliament ;  nor  was  there 
any  thing  in  the  prefent  A£i  to  warrant  their  being  thus  de- 
prived ot  two  thirls  of  their  income,  as  it  would  not  make  the 
addition  of  one  (hilling  to  the  fees  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Exche- 
quer. BeGdcs,  there  was  a  claufe  for  pen mtcing  Gentlemen  to 
contribute  towards  the  pre  fen  t  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  ^s  far  as 
their  inclination  and  circumftances  would  allow  them*  W^s 
it  fair  or  agreeable  that  thefe  noble  perfons  fhould  he  Cngled 
.  out  and  called  on  for  a  compuU'ory  contribution,  while  it  was  left 
optional  to  every  other  Gentleman  ?  Wa.s  it  not,  moreover, 
glaringly  unjuft  that  they  fhould  be  aflefled  two*  thirds  of  their 
income,  while  the  reft  of  the  country  were  at  moft  only  re- 
quired to  pay  one-tenth  of  theirs  ? 

S\r  ff,  Fultcney  agreed,  that  the  property  in  queftion  was  of 
*the  nature  ftatcd  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  but  the 
Houfe  fhould  confider  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  ,ex<epGed 
out  of  free!)olds  in  general.  He  did  not  think  that  fuch  an  ex- 
traordinary contribution  as  was  to  be  raifed  by  the  Bill  ought 
to  be  hurthened  with  additional  fees.  He  thought  the  prefent 
claufe  !i  k1  a  clofe  connection  with  the  Bill,  and  faid  he  was 
furprized  that  Gentlemen  were  not  aihamed  at  putting  fuch 
enormous  fees  in  their  poi:ket$,  when  the  country  laboured  un-. 
dcr  fuch  general  diftrefs. 

Mr.  i^ti  contended,  that  the  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer  were 
to  receive  no  greater  addition  to  their  fees  by  the  raiftog  of 
fcven  millions  within  the  year,  than  if  the  money  to  be  raifed 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  year  had  be^n  procured  by  any  other 
moilc.  The 
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The  So/icitpr  Gmtral  maintained,  that  ihc  honourable  Gcfi- 
tieman's  propolition  had  nothing  to  do  wfth  the  prcfent  hill, 
and, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  he  cx>uld  not  fit  filent  and  bear 
the  honovirable  and  learned  Gentleman  infiiiuate  that  the  peo- 
ple would  he  indignant  if  the  prefent  meafure  pa&d  into  a  bw. 
The  language,  he  fjid,  was  highly  unparliamentary,  and  lie 
wiihed  the  honourable  Gentleman  and  the  country  to  kiiQvr^t 
that  no  degree  of  unpopularity  that  could  poffibly  attach  to  any 
man  ihould  prevent  him  or  the  Houfe  from  uflng  their  own 
judgment  and  underftanding  in  the  opinion  they  (hould  de- 
liver, or  in  the  vote  they  ihould  give  upon  this  or  any  other 
qucftion. 

Sir  }fliliam  Pultetiey  wifbed  to  know  why  the  money  might 
not  be  paid  into  the  Bank,  or  any  where  elfi^,  befides  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  great  public  in- 
conveniendes  would  arife  from  fuch  a  ftep,  by  which  the  con- 
Aant  and  regular  pradlice  of  the  country  would  be.  departed 
from. 

The  Soliehor  General  ^s\hi  his  learned  Friend  to  withdraw 
his  ctaufe. 

Mr.  y.  H.  Addington  obferved,  that  it  was  rather  fingular 

that  v^l>en  the  lionourableGentleman  had  declared  that  the  bllt 

could  never  be  carried  into  efied,  he  fhould  at  the  fatnc  timi 

.  propofe  to  take  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  Gentlemen,  which 

he  was  fore  they  would  f>ever  receive. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Coke  was  determined  to  perfevere  in  his  motion, 
but  I>e  would  have  the  Committee  to  underhand,  that  in  what 
he  advanced  he  never  meant  to  throw  out  any  unparliamentary 
(5r  fadious  idea ;  in  the  part  of  the  country  where  he  afted  as 
a  Magiftrate,  it  was  well  known  that  he  always  ftriSiy  en- 
forced obedience  to  every  Aft  of  Parliament,  whether  in  hifr 
own  private  opinion  he  approved  of  it  or  not.  He  would  now 
again  repeat  it,  that  the  country  was  decidedly  againft  the  pre- 
fent meafure;  its  execution  was  utterly^  imprafticable ;  and 
Ihould  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  pe-fift  in  it,  it  could* 
not  fail  to  work  his  downfall.  The  right  honourable  Gentle- 
roan  had  faid,  that  if  a  lefs  objeftionable  and  equally  ef&dual 
mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  was  foggefled,  he  would  not  hefi- 
late  to  a<1opt  it.  He  had  a  plan  to  propofe  which  would  fully 
anfwer  the  end  in  view,  and  chat  was  to  lay  a  Ihilling  in  the 
pound  on  all  transfer  of  flock. 

After 
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After  a  few  words  from  the  ChanuUor  of  the  Excheipter  and 
Mr.  Ryder^  the  Hoafe  divided  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Coke. 
Ayeiy  .  -,  6 

iVWj,  r  -  75 

Majority^     69 

Mr.  Hufjcy  wiflicd  to  know  how  long  the  Bill  was  to  cx>o- 
tinue. 

The  Chancellor  cf  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  would  find  an  an- 
fwer  to  his  queftion  by  looking  at  the  lad  daafe  of  the  bilL 

1  lie  bill  lx:ing  then  read  through. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  he  would  propofc  that 
the  report  he  received  the  next  day  pro  forma^  that  an  order 
might  he  made  for  having  it  printed ;  and  that  Gentlemen 
nVight  have  fufficient  time  to  examine  it,  he  would  move  that 
it  be  taken  into  further  confideration  on  Thurfday  next, 

Tlie  Houfe  being  refumed,  the  other  orders  of  the  day  were 
poflponed. — Adjourned  at  twelve  o'clock. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Saturday,  Dec.  23. 

Heard  Oounfel  on  a  Scotch  Appeal.  After  paffing  feveral 
bills  through  their  refpeAive  (lages,  the  Exchequer  Sills  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  pafied.  The  Houfe  then  adjourned 
until  Thurfday  next, 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Saturday,  Dec.  23. 

Immediately  after  the  Speaker  took  the  Chair, 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  That  the  Hoafe  do,  * 
at  its  rifing,  adjourn  to  Thurfday  next. — Ordered. 

Mr.  liancy  laid,  if  this  was  meant  as  a  further  accommoda- 
tion to  Members,  and  to  afford  ihem  a  further  opportunity  cf 
fecciving  inftrpflions  from  their  conftituents,  it  was  veiy  well ; 
but  what  he  rofe  for  was,  chiefly,  to  -a(k  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  when  he  propofed  to  move  the  third  reading  of 
the  Affeffed  Taxes  Bill  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  the  details  upon 
the  report  would,  moft  probably,  occupy  the  whole  of  Thurf- 
day and  Friday  next,  it  wa^not  convenient  to  urge  the  third 
reading  on  the  Saturday,  and  therefore  he  fhould  not  prefs  the 
third  reading  until  the  following  Tuefday. 

Mr.  Tierney  then  faid,  he  wifhed  to  be  informed  of  another 
thing,  which  was,  whether  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's 

modi-* 
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modification  of  this  bill  would  tend  to  increafe  or  dccreafc  the 
amount  at  wliicfi  he  eftimated  the'impoft? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchrqr^er  faid,  certainly  the  modifi- 
cation would  caufc  a  very  tonfulcrablft  decreafe  mi  the  produce. 

Mr,  Smith  brought  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Affeffed  Taxes  Bill,  which  was.read  and  agreed  to. 

•  ThcChancc/hr  of. the  Exchequer  moved,  That  the  Report  be 
taken  into  further  confiderarion  on  Th'urfday  next.     Ordered. 

That  the  bill  with  the  amendments  be  printed.     Ordered. 

Adjourned  to  Thurfday. 

'    HOUSE  OFLORDS. 

Thursday,  Dec.  28. 

Tlic  Exchequer  BilU  Bill  and  the  Marine  Mutinjr  B.U  were 
read  a  third  time  and  paflTcd.  ' 

HOUSE  OF  COMMO>fS. 
Thursday,  Dec.  28. 

A  wiit  was  ordered  to  be  iflucd  for  a  new  Member  for  Dur- 
ham, in  the  rooai  of  Mr.  Lambton  deceafed, 

TheSiaye  Carrying  Bill  was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  ibcond  time  the  next  day. 

•.    CLOCK    AND    WATCH    TRADE. 

Alderman  Lu/hington  brought  up  a  petition  from  4^6  \fatch 
and  clock-makers,  dating  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  the 
duty  laid  upon  clocks  and  watches  by.  an  ^(St  of  lafi  feffions, 
and  praying  that  the  fame  might  be  repealed. — The  petition 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Aldennan  Lufhington  then  exprefled  a  wirti  to  know,  whe- 
ther, if  the  aflcfled  bill  pafled,  it  would  prevent  ih^  repeal  of 
the  a£l  complained  of  in  the  above  petition  ? 

The  Speaker  obfcrved,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  that 
could  prevent  the  repeal  of  that  a<£t. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  it  was  certainly- 
open  to  the  worthy  Alderman  to  ohjeS  to  any  part  of  the  prefent 
bill  that  could  be  fuppofcd  to  interfere  with  any  motion  he  might 
have  in  view ;  but  he  conceived  t!iat  there  was  nothing  in  it 
that  could  at  all  aflfeft  the  watch  and  clock-makers,  as  there 
was  a  cfeufe  in  it  to  exempt  from  the  new  lax  all  watches,  &c. 
hereafter  to  be  purchaied. 

ASSESSED    TAXES. 

On  a  motion  of  the  Chancelkr  of  the  Exchequer  y  the  order  of" 
the  day  for  taking  intoconfideration  tlie  Report  of  the  Bijl  For 
granting  tdaitional  duties  oa  Aficfled  Taxvs,  v^as  now  ready 

Sir 
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Sir  Alan  Gardener  faid,  he  ha*!  a  few  d^fertrattons  to  make 
upon  the  bill,  which  hs  would  take  this  opportunity  to  offer. 
He  was  happy  to  find  that  it  had  already  undergone  fall  dif- 
cufTion,  and  that  the  objections  made  hy  tliofe  who  Would 
1)ave  been  too  heavily  affc3ed  by  its  provifion^,  had  brenr  com* 
pletely  removed.  He  faid  that  the  enemy  muft  be  refiiled,  »nd 
tlie  country  defended,  and  without  fupplies  neither  ikct  nor 
army  could  be  fupported,  in  which  cafe  we  oMild  neither  re- 
fift  the  enemy  nor  procure  a  fafe  and  honourable  peace.  Al- 
tlowing  this,  and  it  could  not  be  dentctl,  the  fafcfy  of  the  coun- 
try depended  on  the  conduct  that  would  take  place  that  night. 
Therefore,  notwithdnnding  certain  refolutions  of  d'tfapprobsi- 
tion  had  ap|>eared  in  the  public  prints,  which  he  had  read  with 
great  regret,  he  felt  himlelf  ol)liged  in  cpnfcience  Jftid  in  doty 
to  the  public,  to  give  his  fupport  to  the  mealure^  and  thereby 
to  provide  for  the  fafety,  honour,  and  independence  of  tht? 
country.  Under  the  circumftances  of  the  country  he  thought 
that  it  was  impoilible  to  withhold  the  fupplies. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  obferved,  that  the  Houfe 
muft  not  raihly  gi\'e  way  to  modifications  which  wovtd  dimi- 
nifh  the  eflBcacy  of  the  mcafure.  The  perfons  to  whom  tlr<f 
honourable  gentleman  referred  were  thofc  who  were  pecoKarly 
intcrefted  in  the  event  of  the  prefent  crifis;  they  w6rc  fuciv 
who  were  called  upon,  as  much  from  a  principle  of  prudences 
a?  of  zeal,  to  kx)k  to  the  means  of  their  prefcrvatton,  collec- 
tively and  individually. 

Mr.  Pollen  faid,  he  wifhed,  on  behalf  of  thofc  who  paid  to 
the  amount  lie  had  ftated,  a  mitigation  in  the  proportion  of  af-i 
fdTment  to  the  houfe  and  window  duty  v  otherwflc  he  wa* 
afraid  that  the  calamities  which  fuch  individuals  would  fuftain,' 
would  caufe  an  ^gregate  of  evils  which  would  not  admit  of  a 
remedy. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,  that  by  looking  into 
the  fcale  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  find  the  houic  tax 
lowered  fo  as  was  calculated  to  eafe  thofe  who  paid  to  this  tax 
more  in  proportion  than  thofe  who  were  charged  with  the  horfe 
aflfcfietf  duty.  '  . 

Sir  fFilliam  Mtlner  faid»  that  he  would  not  oppofe  any  par- 
ticular claufe  of  the  bill,  becagfc  he  meant  to  oppofe  the  wholei 
bill  and  its  principle. 

On  readino;  the  claufe-wbich  was  amended  in  thc.Committce 
upon  the  bill,  and  by  which  amendment  an  alleviation  was' 
agreed  to  be  given  to  thofe  who  occupy  houfes  to  which  there 
are  (hops  or  warchoufes, 

T>;e  Chancellor  of  the  Exchetfier  propofed  to  negative  the 

Voju.  I.  1798,  3M  amend- 
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ao^dqEientof  the  Committee^  fo  as  to  takp  warehoufes  out  of 
th(b  execDptiony  siD<l  to  conEne  the  alleviation  merely  to  ihpps« 

Mr*  WtiUrfQrc$  wi(hcd  an  alleviation  in  favour  of  thofe  per- 
(bnf  who  had  wareboufjcs  as  part  of  .their  boufcs,  for  the  fake 
,of  ftwf  ing  gpod$. 

Mr.  Ryder  thought  this  would  open  a  door  for  evaflon,  by  it 
prcTon'safipropriatuig  a  room  in  his  houfe  for  puttiag  away 
goods  in<9fd«r  to  evade  the  tax. 

Sir  fVi  JPuli^ney  r^mfirked,  that^s  this  bill  would  operate  ac« 
cording  y>  the-  prefent  afljb0ed  taices,  there  woujd  be  no  roooi 
for^afionjo  thofe  who  would  henceforward  appropriated  room 
in  their  JJ^oufe  with  fucb  a  vie\ir.  '  .  . 

.   Mu.  JVilkex force  declined  moving  any  aipendmcnt.  , ,, 

Mr.  Bragge  called  the  ^ttfention  of  the  Houfe  to  the  clafs  oT 
eoacbrTP^kers:  their  ibops  or  warehoufes  were  not'fimilar  to 
thofe  of  othen;  they  might  be  confidered  as  places  of  exhihi* 
tion>  where  goods  which  had  been  fold  were  (hewn  to  adv^in- 
Sage^  he  thpugbt^  therefore^  that  they  ought  not  to.hp  Tin* 
flud^in  the  proviiions  pf  this  bill,  more  elpecially  as  coa^h- 
SDaker»  Wjtre  entitled  to  every  indulgence  from  the  manner  is^ 
fvhtdi  thii^  bill  would  preis  upon  thenn. 

Th«  OkHiceJhr  of  the  Exchequer  apprehended  that  coach- 
makers  were  included  in  the  exemptions  introduced  ip  favour 
of  ihops. .  .Warchpufes  are  therefore  not  now  exempted. 

On  reading  the  claufe  which  imppfcs  a  double  aflefimi^nt  for 
horfes  kept  for  agriculture,  • 

.  Mr.  PbU  C^re^v  wi(hed  a  claufe  introduced  to  protecfl  pei;fons 
in  hufbandry  from  the  operation  of  this  tax  who  bad  not  axSlur 
ally  ufed  all  their  horfes.  Fpr  this  purpof^  h^  moved  a  claufc» 
Q)ecifying»  that  the  tax  (hould  only  attach  **  on  all  hprfe^ 
which  (ball  have  been  kept  and  ufed  for  tlie  purpofes  of  huf- 
bandry  within  the  preceding  year." 

Mr.  Ryder^  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  and  tl^e  Solicitor 
General^  pbje£ked»  on  the  ground  that  fuch  a  claufe  would  open 
a' confiderable  door  for  fraud,  and  introduce  much^confuHon, 
The  dapfc  was  rcjefiked. 

Mr.  J,  H.  Browne  propofcd  ^  provifion  that  thofe  who  kept 
farms  under  the  yearly  r^ntof  i^pl  jQiould  hje  chargc4  only 
with  a  (iogle  additional  duty. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqtier  faid,  that  qu^ftion  had  be^n 
alreadyfuUy  argued. in  the  Coipiiiittte.  ^nd  he  had  befird  no 
good  re^fop  to  alter  his  opinion^  orconfent  (o  dimimth  the 
amount  of  the  tax.  ^n  no  cafe  were  farmers  to  be  charj^ed 
with  more  than  a  double  rate  \  and  at  pi^efent  they  were  fay^r- 
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ed  with  an  exemption  from  the  houfe  duty.  The  fafmers  had 
^  much  at  ftake,  and  it  was  as  much  their  intereflrto  cotitrihUte 
their  proportion  in  the  prefent  crifis  as  any  others.  Even  With 
this  addition'it  would  not  amount  to  that  proportion  of  income 
according  to  which  othtrs  were  taxed  ;  and  the  t^dcttcy'<5f 
this  motion  would  occafion  a  very  confiderable  defalc^lifisn  of 
the  revenue. 

Mr.  PoUert  wifhed  a  line  to  be  drawn  in  propofYton  CD  the 
quality  and  number  of  acres  which  a  farmer  mighr  re*it. 

Meffrs.  ^k/%,  Po/e'Careia.Bairry  Lord  Catysftfrt,  Sir  fK 
Pultenti^  &c.  delivered  thetf  fentiitients  ;  after  which 

Sir  ff^,  Geary  fuggcftcd  :l  mbdiflcatfon ;  the  fobftance  of  which 
vras,  that  no  farmer  who  rents  a  farm  under  150K  a  year^  and 
who  has  116  othef  mcfans  of  Iivelfhood,  Ihali  be  charged  by  this 
duty  for  more  than  five  horr<^  for  amculture. 

To  this  the  ChanceUcr  of  the  Exchequer  zBenttA^  aftd  the 
Houfe  agreed.    ,  •      » 

Mr;  /  H,  Browne*!  chufe  was  negatived. 

Upon  the  claufe  refpedking  the  oath  to  be  tadcen  in  cafe$.of 
appeal,  a  fliort  conveifation  t6ok  plate  betweeti  Mr.  ft^iiher^ 
force^  Mr.  Serjeant  Adair ^  Mr.  fVigtey^  Mr.  /.  Hauilant  Br^WfU^ 
and  Mr.  Douglas^  after  which  the  claufe  was  agreed  to;  and 
Mr.  fVilberforce  gave  notice  thai  upon  receiving  the-  repeat  of 
the  Committee  he  fhould  propofe  an  amendmeiU  rriative  to 
annexing  the  penalties  of  perjury  to  the  violatiotir  of  tbfe  oath 
required  by  this  aft. 

In  claufe  (P)  which  enacts,  **  that  if  any  pcrfon  or  perfons 
.ihall  be  prevented  by  abfence,'  ftcknefs,  or  any  other  unavoid* 
able  accident,  or  by  any  other  fafficicnt  caufe,  they  (hall  be  al* 
lowed  to  make  this  appeal  in  the  manner  before  mentioned/' 

Mr.  fVilherforce  moved  to  leave  out  the  words  **  by  any 
other  fufficient."  After  a  fllbrt  conycrfation  the  Hou(e  divided 
upon  this  amendment, 

y^cs  — -  5 

Hoes  •  —  ^ 

Majority      ,89 

The  claufe  was  then  agreed  to. 

Claufes  Q^R.  S.  were  agi*ecd  to  with  amendments: 

In  claufe  T.  which  grants  an  abatement  to  perfons  having 
more  than  five  children^ 

Mr.  Bragg  moVed  to  amend  the  claufe  for  alloWiftg 'certain 
abatements  to  perfons  having  a  certain  number  of  fchlrafen,  by 
leaving  out  the  word  five,  and  inferdngiii  its  fl^d  the  word 
four.  ,  '--.-- 

3  M  The 
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This  wncndipcnt  was  ^gt^to*  .  ; . . .   ^ 

Mr.  Serjeant  Adair ^  was  of.  opioion^  ^:it  thU  ^jaufc  Was 'too 
q(m(it|Q4^y  tl)p  limitation  oit the  words  **  cbildreo  born.iii  lawful 
wcilIoi:k'v  tpr  fcver^J  inftap(f^,iT^ig|brt  occur  Where  the  wife  or 
tbq.huAiaiyl  (i^igli,tl;avechiUf]n:^bv:f9nx^  ii>a.rK^g^»  tbenum^ : 
berof  wKbfc  children  added  {i;Qg]p;9f4?, would  .place  them  within 
thisclaufe  of  the  billy  twt,ifthe^c^il<k0o  were  taken  feperaiel^, 
then  fuch  perfons  mu^.bq,djqB^b9^drvC^i>c  tKOefit  pf  the  cla«(e. 
It  uucbqUJcciJy  could  ^x;)iii.b&f(he  intention  of  l\^^  Hoyjfe  to  re- 
fuse tlve^propv>fe^,abat;(^ii>eQl  fi>:|i,i^nii!]F*CQmppfed  j[}f  the  united 
children  of  tlie  mafter  and  the  thiftrck,  oi^,  >vhofe  expenoe 
were  /lefrjajred  out  of  tlic  ^^  :^f;yjbothj..  .. With.a  view  to  re- 
UK>ve  evfy7.4oubtand  pbi^^fityx^Or^hi&iubje^^  t^ would  move 
to. amend  the  claufe,  by.inKod>u<ringi.faftcr.  the  w^d  **-<Ail- 
drcn,"  and  before  the  wprds  •♦  bpmin  lawful iWedlocki'*.thefe 
words ;  *''  of  him  pr  her,  or  of  hi&  or  her  wife  pr  buiband,  or  of 
bothof  thcra/''. 

Mr.  Ryder,  the  Solicitor  General^  and  the  Mafter^fthe  R$lls 
o^je(5lcd  tP  tliis  amendment,  on  the  groumi  that  fuch  cbUdl^cn 
had  generally  fepar ace  provifions  made  for  theoi. 

The  motion  for  the  amendment  was  then  put  and  screed  tow 

Sir  if^.  PuUcney  here  obferved,  that  in  his  opifHoajt  wa$  tscen  ' 
proper  to  proceed  furdier  on  a  {lufinefs  of  fach  ferious  .knpdrt- 
ance  a'r  ib  iate  an  hour  (pad.  ^l^vea)  when  the  lloufe  muft.be 
naturally  ye^y  mu^h  fatigued,   r;  c  •»  -n 

Tee  chancellor  of  the  Exchcqt^cr  faid,  that  his  wij(h  was  that 
the  few  remaining  cUufes  migiit  be  gone  through)  and  that  the. 
mod  important  part,  the  comideration  of  the  iicliedule  mT^ht 
then  be  deferred  till  the  next  day. 

On  the  motion  for  ^ireeing  to  the  claufe  which  nmkes  the  > 
parifhes  liable  for  the  puni^ual  paynu:nt  of  the  tax.  . 

M:*.  Baker  faid,  that  it  would  be  very  hard  on  the  pinriflies 
to  be  thus  made  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  taxca  when  thc^r 
had  no  fhare  in  appointing^  the  pa  ions  who  were  to  collcft 
them.  ,  -.       . 

xMr.  Plumer  ureed  the  fame  phjeflion^  and  faid  that  tlie 
county,  and  not  the  pariflies,  ihouKl  be  made  liable. 

Mr,  ,S'i/i  faid,,.  that  the. p;ifi{hcs  named  tbp  perfons  out  of 
whoip  flv:  Com miflioners  were,  chofcn,  who  had  the  power  of 
appointing  the.  colleclors,  Thcjrc  was,  iherefcre>  no  liardihip 
in  making  die  pairi flies  liat^le  for  the  payment.  » 

Sir  7?^  Pulteney  faid,  it  was  a  fubjedt  that  required  mature 

confideption,  thoug))  he  d^  not  mean  to  pre(s  it  that  nighty 

whether  foijEve  more  pro\^ifioi|s  quglit  not  to  be  made  rcfpeArng 

tlic  collecting  thefe  taies.     The  collectors  would,  in  cpnfe-* 

^  quencc 
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q«ieiv;e  of  this  biU>  have  to  reedive  Very  l^tfrge  (bml  mitcArffkd 
care  ought  to  be  taken  to Xecctvc <tfae  payment  of  thdm. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exeheqaer'kxS^  this  daufc  Wis  ]thfc  fatne 
a«:that  always  infeited  in  the  Land'Tax  Bill ;  but  if  thcHoufc 
thought  any  farther  caution  iiiscdlary^  he  fhouW  <ieminl^'not 
objcft  to  any  provifion  to  that  eSs&. 

The  original  claufe  wis  thei>  put  an<1  ^fi:reed  too. 

On  the  motion  f6r  agr^dki^-tb'bbtofe  (X).  •,  •  '^ 

Mr.  Burdon  moved  to  feave  out' the  ^f^i^^fchtolmaftir^^  knd 
t6  leave  (imply  the  words','  "  perfon  fceeping  any  :k(^ildlittly,  or 
feminairV  of  education,  &;c.  '    '  ] 

Mr.  H,  j4ddihgton  faid,  that' there  was  another  deftripth3n  of 
perfons  not  exaSly  to  be  clafled  under  the  denotnination  of 
School-mafter  or  School-miftrefe,  tb  whom,  he  thought,  tlio 
fame  exempt'fon^  (houtd  be  eKtcfhded.  Thefewere  pierfons  ^\\o 
receive  into  their  houfes  grown  up  young  ladies,  in  order  to  give  a 
certain  degree  of  inftruSion,  by  way  of  finiihing  their  educa- 
tion—^/^«  laugh )  / 

Thd  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ohfcYVa],  that  if  the  honour* 
able  Gentleman  took  the  word  itrjiruiiion  in  its  ordinary  fenfe, 
then  ttndoubtediy  the  peribns  he  alluded  to  would  come  under 
the  defcription  ot  School -mi  ftreffes, 

Mn  Burdon  moved,  that  undertakers  for  funerals,  or  all 
perfons  letting  out  horfes  and  carriages  for  fuch  purpofes,  be 
entitled  to  the  fame  exemptions  as  coachmakers.  '  Agreed  to, 

Mr.  Phmer  objefled  to  the  claufe  which  granted  certain 
abatements  to  Gentlemen  exercifing  any  branch  of  the  me- 
dical profeffion>  as  inaccurately  worded.   ^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  thought  the  objeQion  well 
foandedy  and  did  not  wifli  to  extend  tlie  abatements  to  perlbns 
not  regularly  bred  to  the  medical  profeflion.  He  then  moved, 
that  inftead  of  the  words,  •*  any  perfon/'  &c.  the  words, 
**  Phyfician,  Surgeon,  Apothecary,  and  Midwife,'*  be  infertcd, 
and  that  the  abatement  granted  to  fuch  perfops  (liould  extend 
only  to  fuch  as  keep  but  one  carriage  and  two  horfes,  either  for 
riding  ordrawing,  or  for  both  purjftjftJs.  The  claufe  fo  amend- 
ed was  agreed  to.  ^        ^'"  •    • 

The  Chancelkr  efthe  Excheiqiter  feW,  that  the  claiifes  for  al- 
lowing perfons  to  make  voluntary  con triburions  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  Aflefied  Taxes,  rcqdifed  Ibmc  important  akera- 
tion$.  He  would  therefore  bring  them  in  at  fome  future  ftage 
of  the  bill.  '^  ... 

Mr.  Raker  gave  notke,  that'^he  ttrcJuld  move  a  claufe  for 
granting  certaining  exemptions  to  Cfcgymcn  whofe'  income 
4id  not  exceed  150T,  per  aiiiium. 
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.  Iff.  Sfmuhtt  hoped  tbattbe  benefit  of  filch  2  clsofe  migjbr 
Jbe  es«endod"to  the  cleii|r  of  Scotland* 
..Mr.  BiJcer  b\A  that  mch  was  his  inlentioD.  ' 

.  Xhr  reft  of  the  olaofes  being  gone  tbcou^,  the  ScbedoIe» 
eHUNQingtbc  mode  of  appreciating  income,  was  peftpoocd  tiB 
the  ncut  iiy* 

}Au  Tyrwbjftf  aflced^  when  it  was  the  intention  of  the  right 
hoR..  Geotleanan  that  tbe^Ml  iiouid  be  read  a  third  time  ? 
*  Tht  CkmciUcr  0/  tte  Excbe^er  (aid,  that  it  was  his  inicn- 
tioii  that  the  Report  he  taken  i^to  further  confideration  Ait 
next  day,  that  the  bill,  with  the  new  amendments,  be  r^rint* 
cd>  and.  thatit  be  reada  third  time  on  Tueiday  next. 

.Sir  ^  Fuitm^  fuggcfted  the^ropriety  of  ^ying  nelief  in  Ae 
cafe  of  (lew  baik  houfes. 

The  Ci^eeli^r  of  the  Exchequer  iaid|  he  had  a  daofe  to  pro- 
fofetothateffea* 
.Adjourned  at  half  pad  twelve. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Saturday,  Dec.  30. 

The  Royal  Aflent  was'given  by  Commlffion  to  feyeral  pob^ 
Itc  and  private  bills — ^among  the  former  were  the  Marine 
Mutmy^  Exchequer  Bills,  and  Scotch  Diftillery  Explanatory 
fiilli.  'a  Meflage  was  alFo  fent  to  the  Commons,  announcing 
ihat  theif  Lord&ips  had  agreed  to  the  Mefiage  from  tixat 
Noufe,  relative  to  the  promulgation  of  the  Statutes*  Their 
Lordfliips  then  adjourned  till  Wednefday. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Saturday,  Dec.  30. 

A  Meflage  from  the  Lords  informed  the  Houfe  that  their 
L5>rdfbips  concurred  in  thcRefcilotions  oomaHuucaSied  to  them 
relative  totlie  promulgation  of  the  Statutes. 

SUPPLEM'ENTAItY  MILITIA. 

Hr.  Secretary  Dundas  faidj  the  Houfe  mull  recoiled  an  Ad 
oT  laft  SelGon  of  Parliament,  commonly  called  the  **  Supple* 
'mental  Militia  KSt,"*  T^^  me^ifure  had  been  carried  into 
execution,  a.  great  number  6f  men  had  been  been  raffed  under  ^ 
itf  ?nd  had  been  employed  fer  the  public  fcrvice.  It  was  a  very 
Jarge  and  able  body  of  men,  and  might  be  extremely  ufefel  b 
a  cafe  of  the  lad  neceillity  ;  but  in  confequence  of  fo  laige  a 
hody  of  men  being  thus  ^tuated,  a  great  numberof  men  were 
prevented  from  giving  aid  to  his  Majefty's  arms  for  the  general 
defence  of  his  caufe,  in  any  part  of  the  world ;  they  were  thus 

prevented^ 
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prevented,  hccaufe  there  was  no  regular  power  to- IHltift  riH^m 
into  his  Majefly's  regular  fervtte,  fVom  which  gkait'M^M* 
venience  bad  arifen,  and  if  not  remedied-,  greater Jni^liAve- 
jifter  arifc.  He  had  no  comfdaint'to  inalce  ^gainft  ttetiiftitiit 
Officers  who  had  been  called  upor^toaa  »ndef  tbejimvMMf 
of  the  Militia  BilU.  undoubtedly  they  had  done'  tiVeli^'^fy^ 
Thus  it  happened  that  mahybf  fh^  Aen  comfidfin^'  tfii^^JWi* 
litia,  having  enlifted  7\\\6  hrt^^VIajdllv^  regtiUrfefviCe,'w«n* 
reclaimed  as  Militia  men,  and  wefe  ohlfged  to  ^  rtJftbfed V ^for 
fo  the  law  fiood  at  prefirnt ;  fc  Aat  if  iny  f^ilari;  beiohglhg^d 
the  Militia,  ihould,  from  his^rflour  fiJr  more  a6live  fervicof,  or 
any  other  motiA'e,  enlift  intoif^Te^iilar  fcnricc,  ftKlvttfaft'iftay; 
at  any  time,  be  reclaimed  asa  'MDitld  h\an,  and  if  ib  <!kitiied, 
muft  be  reftored  ;  to  the  manifeft  prejudice  of  hisr  M:^fty*0 
fcrvice.  The  objedl  of  the  bill  which  he  intendlsd  to  move 
for,  was  to  remedy  that  defeat,  by  enabling  any  man,  if  defir* 
ousof  enlifling,  fo  to  do,'  and  if  he  does,  he  fliall  not  after* 
wards  be  reclaimed  as  a  Mitttia  man  ;  nor  (hould  the  perifli  be 
hound  to  replace  him.  This  plan  would  add  to  the  general  ami 
regular  force  of  his  Majefty's  arms,  without  any  additional  ex* 
pence  to  the  public. 

The  Houfe,  hd  was  fure,  would  feel  the  importance  of  this 
fubje<5l,  and  would  be  ready  to  give  it  their  moft  ferious  atten- 
tion. It  would  appear  to  be  necefiary  in  another  point  oC 
view.  There  are  at  prefent  a  number  of  regiments,  thjrteeit 
or  fqurtcen  of  them,  in  fome  of  whom  there  are  hardly  any  but 
officers ;  fo  that  however  meritorioui  and  ufcful  their  fervicet 
have  been,  and  how  much,  and  how  juftly  foever  his  Maiefty 
might  be  difpofed  tq  cenfide  in  them,  their  (ervices  could  not 
be  had,  unlefs  their  regiments  were  fupplted  with  men.  There 
were  of  the  Militia  from  fifty  to  flxty  thoufand  ;  now,  if  in 
confequence  of  the  meafure  he  propoled,  thefe  regiments 
could  be  6\M  B|^  the  country  would  be  no  longer  depriired  of 
the  fer vices  of  ihefe  officers,  who,  of  ail  men,  were  the  moft 
defirahle  to  be  eqaployed  in  the  puH^c  fervice  at  a  time  like  the 
prefent,  and  he  trufted,  tWat  within  a  (hort  pciiod,  a  bodr  of 
Vo  lefs  than  fifty  thoufand  men  might  thus  be  brought  into 
^(9ive  fervice  for  our  generaK deft^hccy  toa£t  as  occaiiou  might 
jequirc,  either  offenfively  or  defenfivejy,  either  witliin,'  or  out 
of  tliis  country.  He  did  nos  ipcati .  by  this  defcriptio?!  of  the 
propoied  fervice  to  (ay,  ihat  this  force  would  be  QaJIed  upon  to 
fcrvc  out  of  his  Maj^lly's  European  c^oflninions  i  for  he  n^eant 
only  hoiixe  fervice,  c^ctending  tp  Jetfey  andGuernfey,  and  the 
North  Seas,  . 

|ie  ccrt;)iply  fliould  not,  now  enlarge  upon  thi^  fubjc£),  in 

Ih^ 
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tj^o  J^et^l,  ,i|or/needhc  £|]r.af^y  |hii)g  on  4b«  rpr^baUc  ooufei^ 

fecJiogf^,  |!,'c^,cv.cry,iuitt  a(k  i^imfclf,  whe^b?f>  /for  ^pwc* 
pofefi^Jif  Qfjr  gepg{*il  (iefij^ccr^orfor^pooyisg  the  enf mo^twfaoircb 
tlwi  fpay  befidv^lcabl^  c>;i  MywrncAf^rc  be  P|9i;eiikdy;|^;te. 
c0^c^uiiil  .it^aja  tl)it  whrci]  \viU.raJie  a  body  of.ipen  ianinefi.iat^.: 
iji'piohfWy  tv^^  opjcaccuftoipcdto  thcfiic-: 

of5rms  ?  He  vyou'd,)€ayp;jt  v^ith  *jic;  HoMfc  to  cc^nfidcr,  SKui  l^lr- 
d^firetl  tt^cm  to  took  at  t1)c  nil^ory.of.this  cquntry/it.it\c,pro»i-.-  " 
eft.  periods  of  u$  iwIitary^glpfV;  for  hiftancc^  at  that  at.-^J^. 
tipe  of .Q^uJeen.Elizabcth,  wia.Vbjc  ifrge  qf ,  the  delirucftipfi  ^.-  • 
thcSpaniriiAfmadi,  when  Y-'cWerCj^cnK^cc},  a$  w^ar^now^j 
wUlji^Y^iJMiubh.  This  cpuntry  hiitl  no  greater  rca&n  to.  be  proad 
of^its  fi>wcr  then,  than  it  has  now';  but  it  fi;oul3  ^fo  hay^f  thoy^ 
faiile.vfgour  and.  the  fame  precaution,  '  ,.  ^-..    .:. 

He  thei)  moved,  **  That  leave  be  givcrt  to  bring  in  a.Bil)i.| 
for  albivlng  certain  proportions  of  men  raifed.  in  purru^ncf^|^.i  ' 
two  Ajflks  rf  Parliament  of  the  laft  Seffion,  to  cnjiA  ""ItoT  (***:* 
Msfjeily*^  other  fervices  for  a  time  ro  be  limitted..*^  .     .     .^rfi^V 

An  idea  had  been  ftated,  he  faid,  and  the  experio^e.nt  nxiflOt 


)iifit)af iiiii:  of  the  time  of  fervice  of  ihofe  who  Should  enlift  \n 
ijoftfifqWerrie  of  any  recruitfiig  under  the  power  of  the'Bilh  ^ 

Str  fF.-Puhefiey  faid.  he  did  not  oppofe  this  meafure,  on  .  ^ 
the  conltSry,  he  approved  of  it  as  far  as  it'wentT^but  ^  '! 
thought  rfiStftnne  mcafure  of  a  more  extenfivc  nature  Ought,* ". 
to  be  dievifed  and  brought  forward  to  prepare  us  againft  in^  ^ 
'  vafidn!    The  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  ihoved  this,    ' 
hadHaid  that  fifty  thoufand  men  might  be  raifed  fh  this  inajc*  , 
ner,  and  that  twenty  ihoufand  might  be  raifed  htimedi^cty^ 
Thrs^  was  not  a  time  to  fnift  to  fifty  thou(lihd;5n*^n. '  "We"^ 
peojpfe  of  this  couhtry  (honid*  be  called  lipbn 'V  »™  In  a?\*|! 
mucliiHrger  force. .  Let  them  llind'  forward  and  tatefucV  ^ 
vigwous   rr^eafores'  as  srre'tfnii^btc  to  the  prfefent  cn(rs*^-4" 
TheVe'iA^i*^  not'one  in  tfiat  Wwife',  h^r  an^  Infelhgent  per(bil 
in  tTitfc6irnt^;^;  \vho  did  not  "'know 'that  much  moi-e  fore©,.;; 
thafi  *rtii'propbfed  to  be^  xnd^c'i?ffe£llve  *bv;thc  prcfent  bilV:  , 
v^otiia  fei^'fi&^irai7'fdrbui''Wclirtt  fltu^tioft.'^  ^'^  "'\\ 

VPt.:i^hJr^etary'^Bhdd^^^^^  if  tfte-pre^ljt  iticafu^/ 

fhoiildprOTTe  ina^dteqiiaVeflf  \i/^ifl^d  ^Omc'c)iecmivc  gov^^  ^^ 
ment  to  attend  to  me^fate?  fiSf  fup];{lying  t^i^'dcfkiency,  *it/^ 
the'fanie  time'he  wouTd'*n6t  Kav^  the  honouraWc'.Baroii^.^* 
fuppofe  that  wc  were  tblJe  i^hdcd  frOm  invasion  only  h^'  ' 

*  kr  twenty 
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twenty  tlKNifiutd  nicn.  So  hv  ynsi  that  fitMn  being  'tHe  cafe 
that  thet«  ficver  w^  a  period  wkfen  the  internal  ^ngth  of 
thisGoumiy  agaitift  Invafion  was  fi>  complete  as  at  the  pre-*  * 
fent  moment:  AH  iKe  nlenaces  that  were  made  a^tnft  thls^; 
cooiHty  were  ftich  as  he fordhe  tf oiild  neither  totalry  defplfi^' 
nor  apprehend  with  axiy'timJtHty.  There  had  l>ceb  Wiihy 
attempts  fnduftrJotrfljr  made  jo'drteredit  all  the  menaces  i\M  * 
bAt  been  thrown  out,  Init  Vhit  He  thought  very  imprgper, 
becaufe  they  were  intended  lo  have  an  e&St  on  the  general  ' 
charadei'  of  the  people  of  thi?  country.  ^  Thefe  menaces,  if 
the  people  weredifpofed  to  meet  them  properly,  he  fliojald 
be  prepared  to  treat  as  an  idle*  feeble  vapour,  and  regard 
with  as  miich  tonftqjpt  as\atoy  nian  in  this  country. /On  the 
other  hand  We '^  were  to  fake  care  that  we  fliould  not  be  at** 
tacked  while  fle^pine  in  ourbeds  under  a  mifplaced  feciirity. 
He  did  not  mean  io  difpitit  the  people  of  this  country  nor  to 
delude  them'^yfalfe  hopes.  It  was.  only  by  beine  on  the. 
one  tia^d  nOt  too  confident^  nor  on  th&pther  unworthily  inti- 
midated, that  their  interefts  could  befecured.  According  to 
the  fenrimehts  of  the  honourable  Baronet,  the  energy  of  the 
people  would  ftot  be  fufHcientlv  called  fortk.  He  Should  aU 
wav^  b<  happy  to  hear  any  otner  plan  i)ropqf<;(I  tt\at  could 
can  that  energy  intoa£lion.  But  thqi  the  executive  gpyern« 
mdht  could  not  be  juftified  in  ^flentijig  to  any  meafu^.  With* 
out  a  due  conHderation  of  all  circuniftances ;  beoaufe  th^e 
trade,  commerce,  agrictdture^  and  wealth  of  the  f ountry  . 
muft  not  be  wholly  employed  in, military  operatiops,  fmce^ 
that  would  {bofi  dqflroy  our  xeal  refources.  It  became  the 
executive  goverrigi^njC  to  coofkl^r.  the  general  population  of 
the  country,  and  to  take  care  alfo  to  keep  the  expence  of 
their  operations  within  dt^e  bounds.  If  all  the  zeal  and  the 
energy  of  the  people  was  propMjr  called  forth,  always  re- 

Erding  the  objeds  which  he  h^.  juA  hinted  at,  there  woqII 
notning  to  fear.  InJeeci  wje  wcjr^  partly  fecure  already* 
But  any  other  meaf^res  fo;:tHeiep)Lif|pQfes  he  (houkJ  be  glad  J^o 
liQen  to,  if  they  ^ao^  either  fi^qq}]^?.  honourable  Baf^net  or  . 
any  other  pcrfo»  in  in^t,  Hqi/fs^or  f^f$  of.  it.  T^he  force  iiovjr 
propofed  was  intend^  for  ir^mc^i^t^.delennvie  offend ve  ope^' 
rations,  if  he  might  be  9ll^vyrd(  tn^^ljs.jfjf  ifuch  an  expre^on* 
It  certainlv  lefuicd  to  a^  t^  tn^{^i^^l(gf ao^  theBritifh  6ippire.# 
Jif^e  negfefied  th6  oppQrt|ifi]iy  of,  availing  Qurf^^lvts.  oX  iXp 
Vve  fliould  haye  toffiicSt  rtbiat  W  encouraged  xk^^mriij  to 
attack  us,.niiQre  tfjan  by  aiEtymeafure  which  we  might  wer^ 
wards  have  it  Iq  purpgwei  to^dwt  to  repel  tbem* 
Vol.  I.  1797.  *  J  w  Sir 
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Sir  fFiiliam  Pulteney  explained.  He  ftT(Hhat  as  to  tlirrtty* 
thoufarid  men  to  tie  raifed  iftimedlately  bythk  irteafure^he 
knew  they  wfere  not  fufficient ;  a  great  deal  -more  muft  be 
raifodt  As  to  the  ejtpehpe  of  it,  he  did  not  mean  toincreafe 
the  cxpence.  He  thought  highly  of  the  fpirit  of  the  |>eople 
of  this  country ;  but  they  muft  be  prepared  to  do  a  gfeat  dttl 
without  eiCpence,  , 

/  Mr-  JiurJ^n  faid  he  did  not  rife  to  oppofe  thismeaffufe ;  what 
was/^d  upon  the  fubjefl:  by  the  right  homniraWe  Getitfe- 
man,  coiucidcd  with  his  opinion  and' his  feelings.  He  hop^ 
that  Government  would  confidcr  the  Expediency  of  cfiattgmg 
the  provifional  cavalry  into  a  regular  force.  They  werb  at 
prefent  ineffeSive,  out  they  might  be  itta'dc  very  irfeftiL 
From  what  he  had  obferveS  and  had  becft  irtformed,  he  ftad 
no  reafon.to  doubt  the  couhtry  would  be  Ircady  to  adopt  the 
meafure  which  he  now  fuggefted.  • 

Mr.  Saker  faid  a  few  words. 

The  queflion  was  then  put ;  leave  was  isfivcn  to  "bring  in 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  the  Chancellor  cfthc 
Exchequer,  and  Mr.  HutcnkifTon,  were  ordered  to  ptepare 
and  bring  it  in.  ' 

The  Chance/lor  of  the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  Houfe  do 
go  into  a  Committee  of  Supply,  and  of  Ways  and  Means,- 
on  Wednefday  next. — Ordered. 

MILITARY  AUGMENTATION  BlXt. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  brought  up  the  bill  wiiwfh  he  fcaJ 
juft  had  leave  to  bring  in. 

.  It'was  read  a  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecdnd 
time  on  Tuefday  next,  and  to  be  printed,  on  the  motions  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas. 

yixl  Wilherforce  gaire  notice,  that  early  after  the  recefs  he 
ihould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  cods  in  cafe^ 
of  mifdcmeanour  tried  at  the  quarter  fefllons,  and  for  other 
purpbfcs. 

Mr.  Tiemey  faid,  h«^  rofc  to  give  a  conditional  n6ttce. 
He  hoped  the  Chancellor. of  the  Exchequer  would  bring  a 
GonimuniCation  to  the  Hdufer  ftatiing  that  the  Royal  Pamilhr 
are  deiirous  to  bear  patl  of  itiie  burthens  of  the  prefent  afie{& 
ments  ;  if  not,  he  firauld.  certainly  move^  that  alUhe  l«ws 
Which  exempt  them  from,  bearing  any'fuch  burthens,  ihould 
be  repealed.  i 

ASSESSEli  TAXES  BILL. 

The  Chancellor  of  tbr£>rch^Her  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day  on  the  Affcffed  Taxes  Bill. 

^  The 
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.  The  Houfe  went  through  the  fchcdule,  ^nd  then  prcxreed- 
cd  to  receive  claufes,.  and  to  add  them  to  the  bill^  of  which 
there  was  a  piodigioM$  number*,  and  the  following  is  the 
)ub (lance :  '  "  , 

The  Chancellor  of  the. Exchequer  brought  up  a  claufc  to 
jiJbw  honfes  l^cpt  for  the  reception  of  lunatics  the  fame  nio- 
dification  of  alfelTmcnt  as  houfes  for  letting  lodgings-— 
A^eed  to. 

^Thc  Majiir  of  the  Rqlls  brought  up  a  claufe  to  put  thofi; 
3«ho.keep  rooms  for  public  entertainment  on  the  fame  foot- 
ing as  inn-keepers.  He  was  deftred  to  do  this  by  a  perfoii 
fWbpkept  publi?  rpoms  at  Bath,  for  which  he  paid  a  rent^of 
,1000  guineas  a  year.  He  was  willing  to  pay  his  (hare,  buf 
the  aflefloient  on  him  would  not  be  according  to  his  ability. 
H«  now- paid  8 1  ^uine^s  to  the  alfeffed  taxes.— Claufe 
agroed  to. 

Tl  Uc^ Chancellor  of  ll he  Exchequer  then  proceeded' to  propofc 
his  numerous  clauCes,  which  were  all  agreed  to. 
-    To  jchzx^t  the  royal  acadenwcians  and  aflbcrtles  only  tone 
^acklition  to  their  prcfent  duties.  i 

To  exempt  the  hoifes,  of  volunteer  corps. 

To  exempt  the  krejitrs  of  ftage  coachc?. 

To  exempt  thofc  who  have  kept  jsi  carriage  and  J^id  it  down, 
and  never  ufcd  it  fince  the  5th  of  April  laft,  to  the  day  of  rnaki* 
ing  the  appeal ;  the  proof  to  lay  on  rf)c  party  charged. 

To  exempt  pcrfons  who  have  ferved  or  may  ferve  ofiices  is 
•great  corporations,  fuch  Jis  the  Lord  Ma vor  of  London,  .uid 
iother  offices  of  conwrate  bodies  and  Sieriffs  of  Counties,  fioua 
any  more  than  the  proportkMi  of  aflciTment  to  which  tlicy 
would  have  been  liable,  independentof  the  equipage  incident 
<o  their  office. 

To  charge  thofe  who  pay  for  d(^s  by  a  composition,  ^|ich  as 
thofe  who  Keep  kennels  of  hounds  &c.  not  for  each  indi^^idual 
dog,  but  a  ratable  proportion  according  to  die  prefent  ccvnipofi- 
tion. 

To  put  thofe  whi>  keep  houfes  at  bathing  places,  &c.  upo» 
the  fame  footing  as  thofe  who  keep  houfes  lor  lodgings. 

To  charge  thofe  who  enter  houfes  that  have  never  before 
been  inhabited  only  the  duty  t^at  wouM  attach  uponthetn, 
had  they  (laid  in  th^  houfes  they  ihall  qntt,  this  exemption  to 
x»ntinue  during  the  continuance  of  the  ai^^k 

Providing  that  tliofe  ^who  r^mcare  in  a  given  time,  ibail  not 
be  chtirged  for  the  houfes  they  have  quitted. 

Prov^fng  how  affidavka  fliall  be  made  of  abfence  or  illnefs^ 
if  the  duty  be  not  paid  in  due  time. 

3vN  2  Allowing 
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Allowing^  ag;ents  and  guacdiaiis  to  9iake  declarations  fix 
Infants  iti  ^fe^. of  appeal.  .  .  ^. , , 

'  Givi.ngi^en  ^ys  time  to  appcfal  after  n^^.  0^  ^iteiTa^eiit,  tepi 
4ays  tnore'.ibr  ne^u'ing.  appCtils^  aijd  te^.^][s.jrttrther  far  paj^- 
xiient  aftpr -Aic  determiaatjoii  Q^  ;    .       • 

iK^egutabn^  the  mode^f^PfKj^^tipfxy^  mthin  the  bills 

fif  mortality.  . ''     '     )a  '^i      '  :     * 

"  Dircfting^  that  collc^^rs,,iflaJlgiyje  fccurit;y.to  tlicamoiiiil 
of  the  firft^  inftalment  w.^'»^]^  iy"^fJMj^»r**  ^"^  ^^  y*****       ' "    » * 

Providing  rfiat  the  fecutitia;  o(.t^JCol)c^offi.,s|>  »fcll  snjajy 
ceip^  for  t]?e  p^yiqent  Qf  ih^Ww  jB0cUed  taxe$»  OMLti.)^  4}PI^" ' 
damped  paper.  Upon  tliis'^r.'^yiler  wiii]uedVtbe|',i:fQcSptSi.lD 
Vi  ffamped.'    '.",/..  ^    V.  .  .,,    .    .  ^  /   ,  •  ,  1     f/.  /^ 

Th^  C^mceUor' if  the  Excf>^^  ipp'pofcd  ft.  ^  ,'\^         * . 
'  Ayis  (For  unftamped  paper  p6  die  rcw*ipis)j    ^..  34' 

;'. /-^^^^  —-7...       '  /t-^  ./'•.-. w*^ 

'   '■•  "-'''^  "  Majoril/     .  —-T^  ;.     ., ,  ?io, 

'€)HT^n|f  the  colle^rs  tp  pay  Utt  money  0cy:rp^J7^^1^ 
litTettn  days  after  it  conies  into* ihcir  hands.       /' ,     ^'  .{\\^,, 

•Oltihg  thbcommiflioners  difcretiopary  power  of  paying  col* 
toftoHliS' t*heirtfouMc,^  bfrt  not  to  exceed  threepence  in  Iht 
pdond;  and  to  the  commiffioc^ers  clerks  three  half  pence  in  the 
pomd:  •  ^  '"  ''  '/ 

Tht  CiaHteliJr  tffde  £xihrpur  propofed  K  claujs  to  oblige 
the  cblteftori  of  the  taxes  to  ()ay  their  receipts  Within  a  limited 
tima  lb  the  Receiver  Generak  this  was  fixed  at  feVcn  days  after 
a'ftated' period;' and  tfrc^foHcflbrs  were  authoVifed  to  detain. 
$hiieeife<il?e^per  pound* TleHihgV is  allowances,  &c. 
TMis  provifion  wak  agrt-ed  to  by  the  Houfe. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ^tzhtWtiA  a  claufe  authbriiing 
the  payAidhtof  i|d  perpdnndVas  an  alT^wanl'e  to  the  ct^rks 
xif »the  eomnuffioners  for  csoecuting  the  adl. -ti-i^eed  b. 

A  ciaQfe  :to^  the  following  effe£t'wds  then  propdfed  Kjr  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer — a  provifion,  thbtthe  ReceiverB 
General  R  allbwe^mofbuAd^erdn  the  ^lieAion  *,  but  that  the 
iMBk  of  the  Tteafupyt  toandlOrtfikl  tb^ordef 'the  n-a  r^hnborfci. . 
f^enn^  any  reaf6Aabl«a«HiiPgdf^  Itej  ^    ' 

?Mf.  'Witherf^e^  f(|okt»R:a(tl>f9W<^rve,  that  the  (itaatioi% 
of  theofi€cbin^tAim(iiwa»9try^')ueratWi^^,  i«^  proportion  tt 
tbiptib^e^burthcvs^aoj^tiidlitW^i^fa^r  nn«(uiili6ms  increafed. 

vHb  odvU^jnvty  ttlMfidbfelamcertafn  the^fdba  o^      teaft  addi- 
tion;il  af)law0rtceitD>tiiefaipcrfqgisin  A Amiltir' augfilientdtion  ef . 
evipltiaitani  took  pbcetia  veirfailp depavtmi^rftf  o£titib'iStaniiM 
OftccffQdindl|qitbab4(cqttib  #iftiil]iitorf.i»thfcwDfi^y« 
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fiihdihg  the  amouiitof  hfs  poahdaige'  ihf:reafe  fanr  above  riie  fttni 
which  he  conceived  the  Lcciflature  intended  it  (hould  arrive  at» 
afiually  rqprefcntcJ  titc  cii-ciitTiftai^ce  himfclf^  and  rcqucfted 
that  ftcps  might  be  takdn  to  reduce  the  rates,  TfhU  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  laudable  inRance  of  peribnal  difintefeue<iners;jbut 
^t  tended  to  ftew  the  enormons  profits  accruhig  ih  fomj!  ofthc 
revenue  departments ;  he  had  |io  objefiion  to  thie  propofei 
daui%^;  but  wifhed  that  4t  ttttght  not  be  conrid'e;;ed  ^sthe 
fanfUpn  of  the  Houfe  to'thelre  veiy  confiderabl^  ahpluni^nts 
wWch  this  Retdvefs-ffen^raf'fen^tty*    '  .  ,\ 

'  'TheChartti1hroftbg^£j:^h£^uer4A£cr^^^  ifhi5%noufw 
ibleWriettd  h^(f  confidcffec!  thi  tendency  of  the  yaqlfct  fc^ 
would  fee  that  it  went  rather  to  dedu£l  from  tt^e.^nkilumpfits 
of  thofe  perfonsy  Inafmtich  kjilt  took  away  the  aflowance  of 
poundage*  I^  had  been  tnfihuated  that  the  oiBce  of  Repeiver- 
geh^ral  was  a  fpecies  of  flnecuTe  ;  that  he  could  not  admit : 
befi3eS)  the  circumAance  of  their. refponfibility,  and  the  fecu- 
rities  given  by  tfit^nTfliould  be  coiri4eTcd^  In  copfequenco  of 
the  prefeftt  a£t,  they  would  ^ave  \q  officiate  Hi  times  ip  th» 
courfc  of  the  year ;  and  the  remuneration  i^eicrrcd  to  ia  the 
cl^ufe  was  pnly  In  the  consideration  of  their  ex^tnT  trouble* 
With  refpea  to  what  his  honpuraWe  friend  .relfitj?d  of  thq 
communication  of  the  Stamp-dflicey  He  obferved,  thatj^Qon 
vcrnitierit  were  apprifed  long. C^nee, of  it>  fii|i4  had.^tfkqiythc 
neceflary  ftep  in  confequencc  ;  tte  proceedings  of  the  variout 
tiepartments  alluded  to  were  dofely  inveidigated  by  the.Com^ 
miltioners  of  the  Tax-office,  under  the  orders  of  the  Board  of 
Treafury:  he  wa§  fulJy^ware  that  the  fuggcfttona  pf  hi» 
honourable  friend  aroCe  frotn  the  pureft  motives,  and  bi^lias 
were  highly  creditable  10  hi/b* 

Mr.  Wilb^forcff  in  e^lanatic^,  acknowledged  that  the 
CommunicatbA  had  been  jnad^  tphim  a  longttine  (ince,  and 
Ik  was  happy  to  hear  th^t  Qpv^nmfint  was  dotetmined  to 
re^ify  thplc  ajb^fes.  .        ..— - 

Sir  M^tin  pjjhs  obrerved,,^l[w:  thje  office  df  Recehres^ 
general  was  b^ nonfieans fo  di^flr^blfisuh feme geiftkrneti inaa-. 
gincd ;  they  were  in  a  vari^t)^  pf^jivAttpe^i}  fl^heavy!expc^^t!e$^< 
ran  great  rifks  with  refpe^^^  llie::0K>fi^l  andtniuMd  mfirch 
perfonal  inconvii¥nieii€e:ii%jthci««QCUJtiiMiiOfj,hcirdut]i;       '.   .« 

The  Soiicit»rGfmrwi  qx|ite(9^7toH»^rc«tii}ieiiitS9  fhef»J 
were  many  ijffthe  JKcc^HieiBfgifflflmlrwfcaperfptinedi^ha  doty 
perronal]y<;Hthey.  aUbfiwIr^  at2f;itot]ptefliicar7  hazards  ^fle 
knew  an iftftance  vi4mrei.qDb  afttkem  wa»ii^9r:]o(ihgthe4Ultk  ' 
of  36^Qol4.}ca  ^dttiiitAtf  tlit^pcobabte  bifofetttOfbf  'tSe 
\i*  perfon 
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f)crfon  in  whoffe  hands  the  money  wa$  lodged.  Their  exten* 
ive  refp(uifibilityi  and  tjbdir  hazards  (hould  be  confidered  ; 
their  additional  trouble*  ami  the  exp^nces  to  be  incurred  by 
tbie  arraiigitineuts  of  the  prefent  biJJ  Should  be  taken  into  the 

Mr^JBahr  (aid  4  few  words,  .nearly  tp  the  Dame  effed»  when 
the  queilion  was  put»  and  the  jciatifet  wasucceded  to  by  the 
Honfe^ 

The  Chanciihr  (f  the  Mpfch^uer  informed  the  Houfe  that 
he  was  ^.bouj  to  propofe  foroe  claubs  to  its  confkfentf  i<m»  sq^ 
lalive  to  the  affbrdmg.the  naeans  of  prompt  payment  under 
mj.'^i  ^^  prpvifioiis  of  th^  bill,  through  ttie  axedtum^of  ^die 
JB^kt  to  idford  a  chanool  for  th^  pay  meat  of  .w>Iuota»]r  af» 
feOmo^  %nd  to  provide  for  the  allowaiKe  of.  a  diiicoufit  iq 
certain  caii^. 

.  He  then  gref^nted  th^  firft  of  thefe  claufes,  which  went  to 
authorife  the  Bank  to  open  an  account  with  the  Toeafury  in 
itbw  hooks,  on  account  of  the  fupplies  of  the  year  1798* 
;9^  to  place  to  the  credit  fide  thereof  all  moilies  aeceiucd  by 
it  in  confeauence  of  thisaifjt ;  they  were  auihoriz.ed  to  give 
leoeipu  ana  dypUcate;s  thereof  to  the  payers  of  fuch  monies^ 
which  duplicates  (hould  be  received  by  the  coUci^vts  of  the 
taxes  as  caih,  &<:• . 

Pjoviding  a  mode  for  opening  an  account  with  the  Bank, 
aiul  the  Conuniflioners  of  theTicafury.  Allowing  tfaofit  who 
chufe  to  pay  a  Qertaiu  number  of  inftalments,  difcount  at 
four  per  cent,  &c.  for  prompt  payment,  &c.  &c. 

Sir  ty.  Pulteney  aikod  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
jbow  he  intended  to  go  on  with  the  bill  ? 

The  Chan  ellor  of  the  Exchequer  faid  he  (hould  propofethat 

,jU  the  claufes  which  any^  otlicr  perfoo  had  to  offer  fhould  be 

difcuflfed  that  night,  as  well  as  amendments  to  the  body  ojF 

the  bill ;  that  then  an  order  (hcuid  be  made  for  its  engroit- 

ment,  and  the  third  reading  ihould  ibnd  for  \Vednefday« 

Sir  /jK  Pultsney  faid-  he  wifhed  the  Bill  might  be  rendered 
as  free  &om  dele&s  as  the  nature  of  the  tiling  would  allow, 
and  therefore  he  thought  that  anotherday  (hould  be  taken  for 
the  difcuiSon  of  claufes  or  amendments  in  the  body  of  the 
bill. 

The  Chancelkr  <fthe  Exchequer  faid,  that  it  was  only  from 

t4he  accident  of  there  iiot«bciRg  a  Houfe  the  preceding  day*  th^t 

the  third  reading  was  not  to  come.on  on  Tucfday  next.    He 

allowed  that  the  bill  was  fuch  as  required  great  dirctt(fioo. 

But  he  itoaintained  that  there  aeyer  was  a  bill  which  bad  gone 

through 


©tc.  3a]  WOODFALt*S  PARLIAMENTAKY  REPORTS.  .  4^t 
through  fo  many  ftages  as  thfs  had^  Mt  one  that  was  fo  de- 
liberatdy  confidered.  It  had  been  committed  twice.' and 
twice  printed  ;  he  propofed  printing  it  a  4htrd  time,  a  thing 
>}uite  unufual ;  fur  until  lately  it  had  not  been  ufual  to  print 
a  revenue  bill  even  once.  Under  thefe  impreflions  he  would 
not  confcnt  to  any  further  delay  in  the  meafure. 

The  Chancelkr  of  the  Exckeqi.  \r  propofed  a  claufe  for  regu«> 
lating  the  receipts,  &c.  on  voluntary  contributions,  which> 
after  a  few  words  from  Mu  Hawkins  Browne ^  was  agreed  to. 
Th^ee  claufcs  followed,  regulating  the  tpode  of  receiv- 
ing and  iifuing  the  receipts,  duplicates,  &c»  fc/r  the  paymeat, 
of  aliefiments  and  voluntary  contributions  at  the  Bank.^'^ 
Thefe  vi^re  acceded  to  without  obfervation  by  the  Houfe.   ' 

A  claufe  was  then  propofed  regulating  the  rates  of  dif- 
count,  and  allowances  to  be  made  for  prefent  payment,  vo- 
luntary contributions,  &c.  which  was  agreed  to*   . 

Ihe  Chancellor  0/  the  Kxcheqmr  finally  propofed  -a  claufe 
to  make  thofe  who  (hould  be  guilty  of  forging  certi6cates<of 
the  Bank,  to  be  ufcd  for  the  purpofes  of  the  bill,  guilty  <sf 
felony,  and  that  they  (hould  fuff;fr  death  as  felons,  withMt 
benefit  of  clergy. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  that  by  a  (landing  order  df  tke 
Houfe,  it  was  determined  that  no  provilion  for  the  pnnifli-* 
meat  of  death  ihould  be  introduced  into  a  bill)  unlefs  pre- 
vioufiy  approved  of  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfe. 

This  proceeding  being  moved  for,  the  Houfe  referred  !!*# 
fclf  into  a  Committee,  Mr.  Suele  in  the  ckair. 

The  Committee  pafied  a  refolutian  for  introducing  a  pro^ 
vifion  for  the  puaiAimeiit  xaS  death  into  the  bill ;  -after^which 
the  Houfe  tefunwdi  «nd  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee. -  ' 
Tbe  claufe,  as  above  flated,  was  then  ordered  to  ftand 
part  of  the  ^ilL         .                     • 

Mr.  Burton  brought  np  a  claufe  to  eaa.power  cortaln  perlbntf 
who  iiid  contributed  by/iates  levied  osp^sn  thdm  far ^he-porpofc 
of  erecting  gaols,  churches,  .and  woEkhonies^:  and  other  pthii^ 
buildings  tp  withhold  any>  further  contributtoot  kfc  ihu  pur- 
pofe  for  fcmen  yea«,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  pre- 
fent aflcffment.     -         .  .  .         , 

The  Sdltfiior  Ge^ral-eiijf^cSeni  bi3xJi<li.&KK%ly  to  tlie  fame 
efFea.  '        :  ' 

Mr.  SaaAins  Jfiro^wu  j^rg^tA  in  C»YCior  of  the  propUiti<)Os ; 
^t  would  help  to  carry  \h^  principle  oi  t\ic.  bill  iaiQ  aSoGt^ 

'  which 
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^hidi  wum  fiife  within  ^  ?car  a  part  of  the  fu|Dlm,  wluGh. 
tbefopprMt  oCa  jnft  and  iMceflarjr  war  rendered  inchfpeoi&Iev 

Mr.  Baker  faid  a  few  words. 

The  Mb^  jgf  iltf  SpOit  on  a  review  of  the  cafe,  was  of 
Qpinidiy  that  the  perlbns  who  were  liable  to  the  nrtfs  in  q«ef- 
tk>d,  iirere»  on  accpinitof  thefrelk  burdicns  to  be  impofed,  de«» 
ferving  of  focn^  con(iderationi 

Mjr«  A/<r  Qunw  allnded  to  the  pnivifions  of  the  fdiedule  in 
favour  of  fitch^perfonr  as  were  mod  Jikely  to  be  affcAed  by  tho 
rates  hi  iincil  ion. 

Mr.  Atrt$m  explainedt  that  his  ^irinciple  objdft  was,  by 
cafing  thefe  peribns  with  refpefl  to  the  rates*  lo  ttuMc  them 
Co  py  a  larger  proportion  of  their  aflcfllnents  under  the  prefeot 
hilt  It  was  in  effeft,  (hiftin^  the  burthen  ni  fome  degree  to 
pofterity.  This  could  not  fairly  be  complained  of,  as  jails, 
and  fimrlar  erfeftions  were  fuch  as  the  hein  and  fucceflbrs  of 
fuch  perfons  muft  obvioufly  fpjay  the  benefit  of— fa  loud  and 
pnenibm^).  Certainly,  added  Mr.  Burton,  as  they  related 
fa  the  protcdion  of  property.  However,  if  the  two  learned 
Gentlemen  thought  the  interval  of  feven  years  too  greats  h^ 
hadno  objeAbn  to  reduce  it  to  five. 

The  Solicitor  General,   in  his  view  of  the  operation  of  fuch  ' 
a  olaufe,  itnagined  that  tint  years  was  the  gieateft  extenfion 
that  ouriit  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  jHawkins  Browne  enforced  his  fbrmef  obfervations  in 
fupport  of  tlie  extenfion  to  feven  years«  The  q)eratioii  of  the 
daufe  would  be  coincident  with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as 
through  it  a  greater  quantum  of  the  fupply  would  eventuaily 
be  raited  within  the  yearv  ' 

Sir  Win.  Geary  was  dcddediy  ef  the  fame  opinion. 

Mr.  Bragge  was  hoftile  tofo  long  an  interval  as  feven  yeatSL- 
Re  thought  the  propofed  extenfion  fliould  not  exceed  tiie  dii* 
ration  of  the  prefent  bill :  as  this  could  not  be  pretlfeiy  afcer'^ 
tained,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  three  years  was  the  utmoft  limit 
that  ftiauid  be  aUowed. 

It  was  ptopoCed  that  this  dioald  oonttnne  only  for  threC 
yeava,aQd  afterwards  for  five  yctt*. 

The  firft  divifion  was. 

For /even  yiorsf        ^  <a    ^        »  6 

4p^^ft  ^^  *  -  -40 

Jror  fii/$  years^  ^  .    •         ,     ••         '  j 

For  three  years  f  -  -         38 

Mr,  W,lbv force  p(oi)oCbd  Utf oe  claiile%  bpt  the  Hopfe  r^ 
ftfad  Icava.to  bring  uo  eiibei;. 

.  Tba. 


J\s,z,}..         WOOJRFAU-'SFAKUilM^lfrArtfRBKtK.TS.  469 

Xbc.&ft  Mir^M^  to  exempt  JiHticrsxtf  Peoce  ia  (he/txnvifffvv  ' 
or  tocoiafcc^in  via  tbatrtncat'firQailiktfrduts^,  if  their  tiupftm  '•• 

were  under  2000I.  a  year.  .?[..«  v;  •.    ;  .  ,..\  -  --  '\  -  A  ' 

Tb^  otiicr  in  Avour  «f  tha^a;^Hlo<llBli^  b«(t  ^c^h^rfi^  ml 
keep  i¥»  (ervanti   •     .  ..  !   .^_-/.  rrr/;  :»•  '  •  -  -r^    k/*;   .»-   .•  ; 

The  xUfd  Meat  iit  faroinr  atiTftttfigkfa^  ftA^<«f  pcoplecalk:!; ' ' 
Moravians.  •  »/     ',       .■  (^'1^,.!  ..' 

Mr/j^r/^  pKtK)feda.cliiiiAntonetxibk4andicmb4Ul<i\f£ba 
to  iend,mdif)ey  io  eacbt^ttti,*  ^kirthe  ofiato^QfaD4he'iiiiitt  tb^"-^' 
medy  to  recover  it  as  he  has  for  the  recovery  of  UifiMivf^  the.*. 
o^iertro  d^uft^iitf  rf  jthe  rqnt,  iFbtrtbeirmuttqJ  aoEiOinMbotlK 
XioTji  jh^  jHMsf  tciejiaUe  oflbtrt>ff2h«rhi  td  p»y'thd'iipty;ifah^t&> 
calW  «M'^*-'  •'-'•=  ■  ^"■'  ''  f'  'f' '  ''-'*'   *'  '^  <   ;  •  n'  1;  /t'  • : 

,;     -^  <foifKbc  oladfe) '    '^K'  »**-^   '  'Ui.' 

1  '  '   tr  — ""  •  1   •  '    ./      Afajority  i'ti6.   *''y.  n.v^- 

TbcHoftfe^thcn  3Vient>throag1i  all  tht  Amoudmeitti^iiilbd.v- 

bo(lTQ£,ttie(fivH,^iirhivh  aremntrrovfi  j    "^ 

After?whipK>tliD  Bill  was  ordered  *to  be  ehgraflel,.  ta  Wi 

printed  with  the  Amendments;  andn^  be  read  a  third  limeoncr 

Wtdnefday  oexti 
Atijc«ai'»ed. lit  twenty-five  minutes. after. flwtlsc  to- Tuefiiay  »  • 

next.  .        ' 


* WOUSE  OF  COMMONS;      ^ 

Tuesday,  ^an.  i, 

Mr.  Secretary  Dandas  faid»  he  had  a  petition  from  the . 
Clock  and  W|ktclwipakei(&  of  Bdipbui^h,  againU  that  paatof 
the  A(Mfd  ^fi^Kes.bUl  s^  9fStQL^  thq  duty  upon  clocks^  and. 
wat|ct)esy.'but  heoM^^  H9^f  ^^  «bei Chair  to  know  whether, 
hecould  prefejB^t.it.    .        ,       ^ ,  ,  ,.  .^ 

T\^ ^p€§hr  i^i%  that  iK>>pQ(itien. could  regularly  be  re*, 
ceived  if  if  prayed  any  thing  againft  the  fuppiv  of  tho.year^i 
Bu^jt  M^fi^  conf^pt-tf^  to|hel|<<^Uik)i>er9  to  pretere|iaihar.pe* 
tion  for  the  repeal  of  the  ej^iAk|g.  4liiy  upon  clocka  ^Jad» 
watches. 

SUPPLEMENTARY    MlflTlA. 

Mr.  Secrefary  Dundat  then  moved  the  order  of  tti«^day  for 
the  bill  to  eiiable  peribnfi  in'the  Suppfementary  Militia  to 
enlift  in  his  lilajefty's  other  fertices,  &c.  .  - 

Mr,  HMoiffi  fftld,  l^fli{>l]l»be*  rtiy  ready  tb  conW^ 
any  plan  that  had  for  its  obje£l  the  combftting  our  foe^tUi^ 
effsTA  ;  but  he  feared  that  thir  bill  would  not  bereffedual  fc»r, 

Voi.I.i798-  3O  that 
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tKat  purpofe.  Few,  he  feared,  would  be  ready  to  enter  into 
the  fervicei  as  might  be  expefted  by  the  framers  of  the  bill. 
Pgxhaj>s  fome  might  be  willing  to  go  to  Guernfey  or  Jcrfey, 
but  as  to  any  readinefs  to  go  to  other  fettlements,  lie  muft  b^ 
a  fanguine  man  indeed  who  expeded  raany  to  have  fuch  an 
inclination.  He  apprehended  that  as  a  tneafurc  to  increafe 
o)|r  force,  this  bill  would  turn  out  very  defedive.  He  Oiould 
however,  be  very  happy  to  find  himfelf  miftaken, , 

Mr»  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  that  the  honourable  Gentlemaa 
had  no  reafon  to  pppofe  this  meafure,  for  upon  his  own  idea 
o£  the  bill,  it  could  at  the  worft  Ao  no  harms  finccif  none 
'  would  enlift  under  it,  it  muft  be  harmlefa  at  leaft.  How-r 
ever,  with  refpefi  to  the  efficacy  of  the  meafurc,  he  owned 
he  w^s  more  fanguine  in  his  expe^ations  than  the  hoaour*r 
able  Gentleman  had  exprefled  himfelf  to  be  ;  and  his  reafoa 
for  beine  fo  was,  that  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  things, 
many  bad  exprefled  a  wifli  to  enter,  fome  had  even  attempted 
it,  and  many  more  declared  they  would  have  enliiled  long  ago  - 
if  they  had  not  been  prevented  from  fo  doing*  It  was  upon 
that  idea  th^t  this  bill  was  framed. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  fecond  time,  and  ordered  ta  be 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Houfc  the  next  day. 

Adjourned* 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  Jan  3. 

CHANGE  OF  ^UPPLEMENTARYMILITIA-. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  Houfc  to  refolvc  itfelf  into  a  Committee  on  the  Bill  for 
allowing  a  certain  proportion  of  the  Supplementary  Militia  to 
fnlift  in  the  regular  troops  be  read  ;  which  being  done,  and 
a  motion  being  made  by  Mr.  Dundas,  that  the  Speaker  do 
leave  the  chair. 

General  Fitzpatrigk  rofe  and  did,  thjJt  it  was  not  his  hi- 
fention  toc^ppofe  the  Spjcaker's  leaving  the  chair,  nor  to  ob- 
jed  to  the  bill,  of  the  principle  of  which  he  highly  approved. 
His  objeS  in  rifing  yfzs  to  Itate  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  \vi(hcci 
to  fee  chebttl  extended,  if  it  w.efe  poffible,  to  the  whble.ilii* 
Ktary.  By  th$  proviftoas  whidi  wero^  to  repeive  Uie  faniSioh 
of  the  Committee,  a  limited  time  w^s  fixed  for  tlie  engage- 
ment df  the  mfUtia  fiddier  who  ihould  e;nlift  hi  thb  regulars, 
while  in  aHtlis  regular*  tro^  the  engagement  oft  jie  foldter 
fnded  only  with  life*    H«  reminded  th6  £Eodie  of  the  fug^ 
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geftion  he  had  offered  on  the  night  of  the  Secretary  at* Wart 

*  bringing  forward  the  army  eftimates :  it  was  a  general  one, , 
and  went  (o  the  whole  body  of  his  Majefty's  land  forces.*  He 
wifhed  that  he  could  now  propofe  to  have  that  fuggeftion  ac- 
ceded to  and  incorporated  with  this  bill,  but  app'rehehdfed 
,jhat  a  Committee  was  not  a  proper  ftage  for  that  purpofe :  he 

'  tiowcver  intreated  the  right  honoura^ble  Gentleman  to  con- 

.  iider  the  difagreeable  efFe£ts  which  might  be  produced  by  the 
adoption  of  this  Bill  without  adopting  his  fuggeftion  alfo.  P6r- 

.  haps  the  right  honoural^le  Gentleman  had  confidcred  that  fub- 
.  jcft  fincc  the  time  on  which  it  had.  been  ftarted,  and  meant 
this  Bill  as  a  kind  of  experiment.  If  fo»  he  was  mod  cgregi-. 
oufly  mifbken  ii>.  th?.  rpode  of  proceeding,  as  the  prefent  mda- 
fure,  by  comprehending  fom^  and  not  extencjing  to  all  in  the 
fame  fervice,  would  only  create  jealoufies  to  the  injury  of  tlie 
fervice.  He  faid  it  appeared  to  him  that  at  the  time  he  m^de 
that  fuggeftion,  it  was  not  perfedlly  palatable  to  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide,  though  they  gave  no  precife  opinion  upon  fhe 
fubjeft ;  and  he  wilhed  to*  know  from  the  right  honourable 
Gentlanan  in  exprefs  terms,  whether  minifters  had  revolved 
the  matter  in  thefr  minds,  and  if  fo,  wheflier  they  agreed  with 

.  him  upoji  it  ?  For  his  own  pa|;t  he  had,  fince  that  time,  had 
much  converfation  with  military  men,  in  order  to  get  at  their 
fentimcnts  ;  and  he  ibund  their  opinions  uniformly  to  coincide 
with  his  own,  that  enlifting  men  for  a  Itmitcd  term  only  would 
be  of  great  ufe  to  the  fervice.  If  it  were  ufeful  before,  it  would 
certainly  be  rendered  abfolutely  neccflbry  by  the  prefent  mca- 
fure,  which  would,  have  a  tendency  to  create  confuCon,  and 
excite  difcontents.  He  thought,  one  of  his  Majefty's  minifters 
would  be  much  better  qualified  than  he  wa^  to  bring  forward 
the  meafure  to  which  he. had  alluded,  with  all  its  details- — But 
if  ihey  (hould  think  proper  to  decline  it,  he  gave  notice  to  the 
Houfe  thai  he  would  himfcU  briiig  it  forward  after  the  holi- 
days. 

Mr.  bundas  faid,  that  whatever  opinion  he  might  now  en- 
tertain, or  ftjould  hweafterform,  refpeding  the  fuggeftion  ftart- 
ed by  the  honouriablc  Gehera^on  a  former  night,  there  was 
nothing  in  it  that  could  poffibly  lie  as  an  objediion  to  the  pre- 
fent bill,  which  only  etiabled  men  in  the  fupplementary  militia 
corps  .voluntarily  to  extend  the  limits  of  their  fervice,  virith'out 
extending  its  duration— that  is  tr^  fay,  to  enlarge  the  fccne  of 
their  aftion,  but  not  the  j>cHod  of  tbeir  fervice — not  to  inter- 
.  fcre  at  all  with  their  prefent  engagenients.  If  indeed  the  bill 
went  fo  fer  as  to  extend  to  both,  and  mix  thein  togetlicr,  the 
obfervatioiis  of  the  honourable  General  might  be  fuppofed  to 

3  O  i  apply, 
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tpplyy  but  in  point  of  kSt  it  had  ho  fuch  tendency.  He  faid» 
'  it  would  be  an  unpardonable  want  of  candour  in  hino  to  deny 
tbat  the  fu^eftion  thrown  out  by  the  honourable  General  had 
undergone  fome  confideration,  bin  it  was  not  a  queftion  of  (b 
important  or  eafy  a  nature  as  would  ailow  tliem  to  form  an  opi- 
nion upon  it  at  once.  He  faid  it  was  dill  under  confideration, 
hut  at  the  fame  time  it  was  perfe6Uy  competent  to  the  honour- 
able GciKral  to  bring  forward  the  propofition  in  his  own  way  ; 
^nd  he  would  not  prefum6  to  offer  any  thing  to  prevent  or  dif- 
fuade  him  from  it,  biir  would  only  fay,  generally,  that  at  pre- 
fent  he  had  not  made  up  his  mind,  or  formed  any  precife  opi- 
nion on  the  fubjefl:. 

Mr.  HMov/e  afked  whether  if  th}$  meafure  pafied  k  would 
not  either  defeat  the  purpofcs  of  rarCng  the  foppfementary  mi- 
litia, or  elfe  (hew  there  was  no  occafion  for  raifing  them.  The 
fuppTementary  mflitia,  he  faid,  was  r&tfed  for  internal  defence ; 
if  they  were  <)riginally  wanted,  they  were  ftill  wanted;  nay, 
were  they  not  Wanted  now  more  than  ever,  on  account  of  tlie 
menaces  of  the  enemy?  If  an  invafion  (hould  take  place,  woakt 
not  fuhftitutes  for  them  be  wanting  ?       * 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  the  Houfe  would  fee  how  improper  it  would 
be  for  him  tochter  intoadctaiiof  the  particular  ferviceirt  whidi 
thofe  men  might  on  occafion  be  engaged,  or  of  the  particular 
ai)plication  of  them.  But  ten  thoufand  men  were  not  employ- 
ed lefs  in  defence  of  their  country,  when  put  under  the  com* 
mand  of  officers  belonging  to  the  regular  trdb|)s,  than  if  retained 
in  militia  corps,  and  connned  to  one  particular  fpot. 

Mr.  Hobhoufe  faid,  that  if  a  pah  of  the  fupplementary  mili- 
tia were  fent  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  their  places  were  not 
fupplied,  it  was  evident  that,  pro  tanto^  the  fupplementary  mi- 
Rtia  was  not  neceffary. 

Mr.  Dundas  faid,  that,  after  deducing  the  teh  thoufand  in 
queftiori  out  of  the  6o,ooo  enlifled  for  the  fupplementary  mi- 
litia, 50,000  men  would  remain  according  to  the  term^of  the 
original  a<ft.  Of  this  &ppti<^ati6n  of  thoic  men  tlic  executive 
government  had  the  bcfl  fight  and  belt  means  to  judge. 

General  TarUton  faid,  thsTt  there  was  no  way  whaifocver  in 
^hich  we  could  apply  our  tFoops  to  ciTeniive  operations :-- the 
nichfure  W'as  therefore  Onn^eflary* 

The  claufes  were  theh  resw)  brve  by  one,  and  agreed  to.  By 
thofe  the^Iuration  of  the  biU'i^  limited  to  fix  months  after  the 
conclofton  of  a  general  peace ;  -and  the  Dumber  of  men  to  pafs 
ever  from  the  fupplementary  miUtia  to  tbt  regulars  confined  io 
]o,eooy  or  at  the  utfnoft  to  one-fifth  of  the  number  of  that 
body.-.'"      •  '    -•    ....'-.•*.•/      *.*    ^  •   • 

Tb« 
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The  Cbainmn  reported  the  reiblutions;   the  report  ^a* 

brought  up  and  read,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  eogiofied  ana 

read  a  third  time  the  next  day. 

Mr.  Brugge  brought  up  a  petition  froa  160  clock  and  waitch 

makers  of  the  city  of  fin(loi»  complaining  of  the  mifdiief  fuf- 

tatned  by  them  in  confequcnce  of  the  tax  op  thole  ^rticles^ 

predid^ing  the  entire  annihilation  of  thai  branch  of  manufa£lure« 

and  praying  confideration,  &c. 

Petitions  were  brought  up  from  fevcral  debtors  confined  in 

4ifterent  gaols^  praying  for  an  a^of  inlblvency* 

ASS£SS£D  TAXES, 

l*he  Chancellor  of  the  Etiehequerax^y^A  the  order  of  the  day, 
(or  the  third  reading  of  tlie  J^iU  for  ralGng  a  fum  by  aiT  increafe 
aflHTed  taxes.  ' , 

Mr.  7z«7rrjrTofe,  and  complained  «»f  the  hafty  andiodired 
manner  m  which  the  Cl)ancel]or  of  the  Exchequer  attempted 
to  bring  on  that  byfinefs,  with  a  view,  as  it  ftiould  fcem,  Kq 
preclude  him  from  an  opportunity  of  making  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  and  which  ought  to  be  entertained 
prior  to  the  prefent  Bill  pafling  into  a  law.  He  requefted  that 
he  might  he  permitted  to  nuke  his  motion ;  and  he  aflured  the 
right  honourable  Gentleman  that  he  did  i>ot  mean  tp  fay  on« 
word  more  than  merely  to  propbfe  a  clauie,  which,  it  not 
thought  right,  migKt  be  reje£led.  All  he  defired  was  to  have 
the  lenfe  of  the  Houfe  upon  it,  at  a  plain  fimple|)ointy  of  which 
every  one  was  colnpetent  to  judge.  If  he  ftiould  not  be  allow* 
ed  this  fhaf  (l^y,  he  woukl  move  for  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means  on  Friday  next. 

The  Chancellcr  of  the  Exchequer  faid,  that  he  had  «8  little 
underflood  what  pai-ticular  day  the  honourable  Gentleman  ha4 
propofed  to  himfeif  to  bring  on  his  motion,  as  he  did  the  parti- 
cular matter  he  had  in  ^\tyr  to  move.  The  honourable  Gcn« 
tfeman  had  faid  in  general  terms^  that  fome  time  before  the 
hnlidays  he  would  make  a  motion  touching  a  panioular  iburcc 
of  finance,  but  had  neither  particularized  the  day,  nor  fpecified 
the  terms  of  his  intended  propofition.  The  honourabl^e  Gen- 
tleman mu(l  unqueftionably  have  a  (Irong  confidence  in  the 
propriety  of  his  motion,  whejv  be  thought  it  (b  little  doubtful, 
and  fo  very  unequivocal  thai  it  would  require  no  aid  from  his 
eloquence.  He  feaciedt  however,  the  honouraGle  Gcntiemaa 
had  not  altogether  9  right  topre(utiie»  that  every  one  in  that 
.Houfe  would  fe^  it  fepilaiuly  \n  orte  extreme  or  other»  as  to 
detetmin^/ali  at  onceon  one  rea4ing  for  or  againd  it.  At  ail 
events  it  was  worth  the  honourable  Gentlemaa's  while  to  re* 

colkar 
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fh>m  propertyv  tbe  other  fivtly  from  property  and  partly 
ftom  flciU(9»id  itMkiftry. 

The  .ii(»xx  tobjeSion , which  had  been  takeji  was,  that  b^ 
cimipelUiig  -the  higher  oriki^'  of  the  middle  claFs  to  cecono* 
mitev^i^  woilltl-deOroy  ^heumploymeot  of  the  artifans,  aad 
diminiiih)  iht  l^evonite^  by  fcjeirifieiring  the  taxes  on  confucap^^ 
tion  \tiis  ^odv^ve*     1\)  thjs  {bene  anfwer  had  been  atv  . 
tefpptodii'JN^.QiafM^eUpr  of  .the  Exchequer  faid,  he  had  re-« 
reKeved  th^lpwejr  orders  by  4f0niAing  the  tax  on  them.     As 
far  astithe^f^Hc^  giMted.<tar|h^loWer  orders  would 'Occafion  » 
lefi^  mofi^.ta.'b^-raired^  beta^kilowledg^  4he  modificaiioia  ; 
tol^o  tentiScMl^-  it  was  />ri>\^an/9  an  abandonment  of  the 
bill.    tB^At  JH.£ar  as  an  additional  burthen  wa«  laid  on  thoi. 
highj^r  ftrdcfl9  of.  the  middle ^lAfpy  he  thought  the  modifier- « 
tion  wg^in.ot  beneficial.     For  the  mifbhief  waa,  that  the 
dire^l  prdOTi^re  on  the  higher  orders  of  the  middle  clafs  ^oukk* 
occ^on  an  indired  prelfure  on  the  lower  orders,  *v|z}  .ihttb- 
itr  would  dpftroy .  their  employment.     He  denied  that  the 
ChaoceUor.'of  tbe  Exchequer  (pared  the  lower  orders.     H4- 
deftroyefl  the  life  of  the  poor  man,  if  he  took  away  the  em-e  i 
plo/meot'by  which  he  lived.    But  the  Chancellor  of  ihe  ErC'^lu 
cheqji.ier  had  Olid,  that  the  money  would  not  be  hoai^ded  in*^ 
the  Exchequer,  th^t  it  would  be  expended^  and  aff3n]..cn)-f 
ploymefiT.     It  was  true,  it  would  be  expended  qndaiFordenrv* ' 
ployment ;  but  to  whom?  To  foldicrs  and  Tailors  P  W^s  there 
no  inhumanity  in  faying  to  the  anifan,  ^^  you  have  hitherto- 
bpen  ejititledy  from  the  ufages  audcu(bm$ol  focietyi^oexped 
employment,  but  you  cantiot  now  have  it  *,  the  money  which 
ufed  to  feed  you  mud  feed  others  ;  you  mttft  feck  other  em- 
ployments, and  emigrate,  or  goto  theparifli."  What  liotthts 
language  fomewhat  inhuman  r  But  the  revenue  would  not  fuf- 
fer  i  yes^it  would  fnffer  ^  the  fame  money  fpcnt  by  foldiersand 
failprs  would  not  yield  the  fa  r.e  revenue  trom  the  confump* 
tion  of  taxable  commodities^  by  foldiers   and  failofs,  as   it 
would  if  fpeni  by  anifans.     The  next  objection  which  had 
been  taken  was^,  thai  if  income  was  to  be  made  the  ^land^itd 
of  taxation,  you  mud  confent  to  the  means  neceflfary  for  iur 
velligating  income.     The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had, 
reforted  to  the  afletTed  taxes  as  the  criterion  of  incomes,  but 
he  had  acknowledged  that  this  was  an  incorrect  criterion  by 
the  declaration  of  the  pa;  ty  on  oath,  where  the  amount  of 
his  afleifed  taxes  exceeded  one  tenth  of  his  income*     The 
firft  obiedion  to  this  was,  that  though  it  might  relieve'tbe 
man  of  the  middle  clafs^  if  aflefled  beyond  one  tenth,  yet  it 
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would  not.  compel  the  great  limd  pr^prittor,  if  titxed  Ids' 
than  one  tenth  to  pay  more.     But  if  this  declaration  on  oath . 
was  robe  mforted  to,  mark  the  confcqiiertces:  if  a  man  fwbre 
falfely,  was  he  punifhable  or  n-^t  pnnifhable  i  Tdke  it  eiiher 
Way  he  was   punifhahke,  but  punifliment  nnift  bf  precepted- 
by   convifilian  ;  corfviSion  by  trial  ;  trial  miift  Involve  en-, 
quiry   and   invert igation,  '  Were  they  prepared  to  Aibjed- 
every  man  to  fuch  an  inveftigarion  into  his  moft  fecret  con* 
cerns,  which  ihuft  be  th6  cafe  if  he  was  indited  for  having- 
given  a  faffe  account  of  his  property  ?  He  thought  it  not> 
conBftent  either  with  the  principles  of  a  commercial  natton» 
or  with  thofe  of  civil  liberty,  or  even  with  domeftic  hippi- 
ncft.     By  whom  might  the  profe<iution   be  preferred?  by 
amy  man,  or  only  by  the  attorney  general?   If  any  tnan- 
might  inftitute  the  profecution,  every  man  who  ventured  to 
take  this  oath   was  at  the  mercy  of  his  enemy  ;  for  if  in-' 
dt&ed  for  perjury,  though  acquitted,  his  charader  would  be 
ftained.      Was  the   attorney-general   alohe   to   pmfeciite  ? ' 
Whom  would  he  find  to  hold  the  office  of  attorney -general  ? 
If  they  held  that  the  man  who.  fwore  faMcJy  was  not  punifll^' 
able,  to  tvliat  a  fituation  was  the  country  reduced,  when  they' 
acknoveledged  that  the  only  m?  ans  by  which  the  revenue  of 
the  country  could  be  collcfted,  was  the  oath  of  the  party  ;  but- 
that  if  he  fwore  falfcly  he  could  not  be  punifhed  !  Bur  it  had 
been  faid  this  meafure  would  intimidate  our  enemies  :  what 
yrsLS  thee  in  this  meafure  which  could  intimidate  our  ene- 
mies? The  Chancellor   of  the  Exchequer  ftatcd,  that  the 
funding  fyftem   had  been  carried  to  its  utmoft  extent;  that 
taxes  on  confumption  or  property  were  no  longer  expedient ;' 
that  recourfe  muft  be  had  to  a  new  mode  of  taxation,  viz. 
by  making  income  the  ftandard  of  taxation.     That  it  was' 
true  he  had  not  yet  difcovered  any  correft'criterion  for  fnvef-' 
tigating  income  ;  that  he  admitted  that  the  criterion  propof- 
cd,  viz.  the  aflTcflcd  taxes,  was  in  many  cafes  unequal,  and 
therefore  unjuft  ;  thai  it  would  deft roy  the  employment  of  the 
ai  tlfans  ;  that  it  would  diminifh  the  preient  revenue  artlitis;  froiul 
taxes  on  confumption,  and  muft  be  affiftedby  the  ert.il>i:<b'iient* 
of  an  inquifjtorial  trihunal,  inconfiftent  with  civil  liheriv  and* 
private  happinefs.     Was  this  the  piflure  that  would  tcrrifv  GUI' 
enemies?   But  fupply  wasnecefl'ary  :  be  it  fo,  bur  not  by  thefc 
means.     Bat  was   the  fupply  neccffiiry  ?   He  had  doubts  on' 
thatqueftion.     Was  the  continuance  of  the  wanwceflary  ? 
He  ibubicd  it.     He  could  not  fay  the  continuance  of  the  war 
was  ncceflliry,  except  he  could  fee  that  fincere  cndeavoui^  hnd 
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been  em^oyed  in  vam  cmptbyed  to  ebtaVn  fcaee.'    He  dki 
not  think  that  fincere  endeavours  had  bec/a  .employed  hy  his 
Majefty's  Minillere  to  phtain  peace.     He'Cemarked  on  th« 
circumftance    in  ^he    papers  laid   on  the  tabie^  viz.    That 
after  the  French   Dire£iory  liad  inttmatcdi-that  the  choice 
of  Lord  Malmelbury  was  not  acceptable  to.;dierb,  yet  oor 
mSnifters  had  perfevered  in   that  choice.      He  'W»,  aflurcd 
bfthofe  who  were  converfant  in  diplomatic  iub}e<3&^  that  this 
was  a  conda A  unexampled  in  diplomatic  hiftovyt  oJBut  other 
<'h*€iim{bnces  led  Him  to  doubt  tl>e  fincerity  9fhisMajefty'S 
Minifters  in  the  late  negociation  :  f(>me  of  them  never  couM 
have  been  fincer^  except  they  have  abandoned  thofe  principle^ 
which  fiHl  induced  them  to  involve  us. in  the  prefent  war.  He 
did  not  believe  they  had  abandoned  thofe  principles.  He  recol- 
k£led  the  language  of  the  Secretary  at  war  on  a. former  nighty 
v.iz.  "  That  if  peace  brought  reform,  that  reform  lie  ihould 
o^nfider  as  revolution."     As  a  loyal  fubjeS,  he  could  jiot  wrfli 
a  revolution  ;  and  if  he  thought  reform  fynonimous  with  re- 
volution, he  could  not  wi(h  for  that  (leace  which  he  and  all 
men  faw  would  neceffarily  produce  reform,     Sonne  of  thofe 
who  are  now  in  his  Majefty's  cabinet  had  involved  this  .coun- 
try in  war,  not  from  a  dread  of  the  power  of  FrancCifaiit  from 
a  dread  of  the  Commons  gf  England.     They. feared  that  the 
Commons  of  England  might  be  influenced,  bytllie  exatnple  of 
France  to  claim  their  rights*  viz.  that  every  m^iin  that  Houfe 
ijiould  fit  by  the  elcftionofthe  body  of  the  cdmlB^wkialty  4  that 
mpeer  fliouKi   interfere  in  the  eleflion  of  a  mcrtibcr  of  that 
Houfe  ;  and  that  that  Houfe  fltouid  become  what  the  law  had 
'   direfted  it  to  be,  viz.  the  virtual  reprefentation  of  all  the  ConA- 
mons  of  England.     This  the  peers,  proprietors  of  hoioughs 
dreaded  ;  and  there  were  fome  among  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
who  were  influenced  by  this  fear. — i^fr,  Nicholls  was  call^ 
ed  to  order  by  th£  Speaker.']     When  he  rofc  again,  be   faid   be 
bowed  with  deference  to  that  high  authority  and  would  rciin* 
quifli  that  line  of  argument  which  he  had  been  endeavouring 
to  follow  ;  but  he  requefted  permiflfion  to  obferve,  that  in  con- 
fidenng  a  tax-bill  it  had  been  ufual  to  allow  great  latitude  of 
difcufljon.     Their  conftituents  cftuld.  not  thcmfclvcs  apply  di- 
re<aiy  by  petition  to  the  Houfe:     Their  intereft  could  onlfa;!^ 
protKftcid  by  the  exertions  of  their  reprefentatives.     ^le'fob- 
mitted  to  the  authority  of  the  Speaker,  requcfting  at  the  &ihe 
tin-.^  %y  ftate  the  line  of  argument  he  h^d  endeavoured  to  pur* 
lEge :  he  oppofed  the  tax  hebaufe  not  neceflary ;  he  thodght 
|hctax  npt  n^'cffary^  becaufe  he  thought  the  continuance  tif 
the  war  not  neceffary  ;   he  thought  the  continuance  of  dier 
war  not  neceffary,  becaufe  fincere  endeavours  had  neiP«r"Vet 
been  in  yain  employed  to.  obtain  peace.     **  Why  do  1  fay  d^ 
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fincQre  endearours  have  never  yet  been  in  vain  empbybd^to 
obtain  peace  ?  Becnufe  focnc  among  his  Majefty's  Miniflers 
never  can  have  employed  fincere  endeavours  to  oDtain  peace, 
except  they  have  relinquiOied  thoTe  principles  on  which  they 
involved  us  in  the  war ;  and,  if  we  might  argue  from  thelan-> 
goageof  the  Secretary  at  War  on  a  former  night,  when  this 
bill  was  under  confideration,  they  have  not  abandoned  thefc 
principles.  But,  in  fi^hmiirion  tothc  authority  of  the  Si^eaker^ 
he  faid,  he  would  defxl^  from  that  line  of  argument.  I'U^re 
vras  another  grofund  on  which,  as  a  member  of  that  Houfe, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  hefuate  before  lie  af&ntcd  to  the 
propofed  tax ;  •  viz.  a  doubt,  whether,  even  fuppoiing  th^ 
-continuance  of  the  war  was  necelTary,  and  that  we  now  muft 
contend  pro  dru£t  fods^  whether  even  in  this  cafe,  it  was  ex« 
pedient  to  trufi  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  prefent  mini* 
ilecs,-and  whether  it  was  not  our  duty  to  fufpsnd  the  vote  of 
die  tax,  and  to  vote  an  addrcfs  to  his  MajeAys  to  remove  bit 
Miniflcrs.'  He  faid,  every  event  of  the  prefent  war  liad  cpn- 
<  vittced  him,  that  the  Cliancelbr  of  the  Exchequer  was  a  man 
of  no  talents,  Mr.  Nicholls  faid,  he  would  explain  what  he 
meant;' he  had  no  wi(h  to  do  injufticeto  the  reputation  jof 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  He  acknowledged  hi$.ta«> 
lents  as  a  debater  in  that  Houfe,  that  l\e  pofiefled  farcafm,  fnoer, 
Jrony,  wit,  al)ove  all,  he  poflefi^d:  the  Itappy  talent  ofiXiuUiply* 
ing  and  bringing  his  words  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  was 
hardly  po^ible  to  affix  a  precife  meaning  xp  his  language; 
that  to  this  he  joined  the  moft  fuccefsful  knack  of  niifreprefent* 
ing  the  arguments  of  his  adverfaries ;  in  one  word,  he  acki>ovT« 
fedged  that  he  was  maxitnus  as  a  political  gladiator  jn  tliat 
^mrena^  while  he  was  minimus  as  a  Aatefman.  That  if  all 
which  was  required  from  a  MiniAer,  was  the  faculty  of  amulr 
ing  that  Houfe  by  his  fp  cches,  he  acknowledged  his  talents ; 
•but  he  recoflc£ied  the  expreffion  of  a  great  Athenian  ftatef- 
man,  Themifiocles  ;  he  faid,  '*  he  could  not  play  on  a  fiddle, 
but  he  could  make  alittie  city  a  great  date."  The  language 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  muft  be  the  reverfe-of 
•this»  he  could  phy  on  the  fiddle  and  aniXife  this  Hoafe, 
but  be  had  reduced  a  gteat  empire  to  be  a  little  Aate.  Yoa 
gudge  of  a  painter,  of  a  (iatuary,  of  an  architeft,  by  their 
works.  He  had  read  of  an  architedl  who  ha^l  been  Imried  inua 
church,  which  he  had  himfelf  erected,  with  this  q/itaph^:  ^i 
quaeris  mowumentum  circumfpice. 

'  Woukl  the.  QianccUor  of  the  Exchecfuer  with  his  cha- 
raffter  as  a  Aatefman  be  decided  by  this  led  ?      - 
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It  had  been  faid  hy  an  honourable  Aldermaii^bri  a  former 
nighr,  that  though  the  bill  was  odious»  yet  tfioffc  he  ttmterfed 
with  feared  nothing  Co  much  as  the  rrmoi^al  of  thip<Jh«iccllar 
of  the  Exeheauer.  It  vvas  very  poffible.that  tWs  Was  tnie| 
thofc  IV ho  profited  by  the  waAcful  e'xperidittirt  bFthe  pobRe' 
treafure  could  never  find  a  minifter morefahedttJ'tHch^TJrtltek' 
But  could  any  man  fay  that  he  confitled  in  the*€}hahceflofibl^ 
the  Exclicquer,  from,  a  review  of  his  conduct?  Was  he  a  ww«J 
miniAerr  Was  he  a  fl^.ilful  fiaahce  minifter?  Wai  h^an-irtiK 
Ncgociator?  His  f>km!s  acknovvfedgcd  that  he  xkr^s^ino'-grerf 
war-minifter;  and  how  cculcf  they  avoid  makmg  thtir atknoW^* 
Ictlgtnenr:  Beginning  the  war  with  all  the  powers  <?f  Eiiirtjfin 
on  his  fide,  he  had  fo  condu<£ied  it  that  €Vei*y  tilJ^  had  ekNiar 
abandoned  him,  or  been  fubducd,  while  Ffan6e1)ad  becnexidtv 
ed  to  a  powei;  alnioft  beyond  tliedrcahis  of  artibftibrt.  Vieir 
hin^as  a  tiiiance-niinifler  ; — The  funded  fyftcn^  cxhanfted ; '^ 
paper  cuncocy  introduced ;  taxes  on  confumption  no'lon^ 
piadicabie;  while  recourfe  is  had  to  a  requflittofi  dn'MtorHd 
i^Vh^tiUhea&anegocidtor?  He  tells  you  himfefFfliiit'^cf^ifc 
three  Unies  attempted  to  raak^  peace,  alway^  Cnc^ei'^y^  l^WaK 
iwayf  unfuccefsfully.  View  hihfi  as  a  ftatelman  in  the  htfe^^*^ 
gbctatioiH  I  mean  at  its  iflofe  aft^r  his  paltry  intrigue  to- cn^crtorA 
(he  French  government  had  failed.  He  knew  thai*  Auflna 
MrOoJd  makea  feparatepeace;  he  knew  th:!it  in  conreq«H&rv^<$f 
that  peace  France  would  e.itablilh  her  afcendant  ih  TtaTy,  tf»  the 
Mediterranean  ica,  in  Spain,  in  Portugnf;  rn  H^fcnd,  and  th 
Gennany.  He  knew  that  hehadexhau  tied  the  fW?dTTi^ryfteiff; 
that  h\e  could  no  longer  lay  his  taxes  on  coiifumptio^' ;  tha^  he 
muft  have  recourfe  to  this  new  modeof  arcquifition  on  inco/ne^ 
vet,  knowing'all  this,  the  great  (latcfman  tfioogTlt  tt  ddvrieablc 
t>  Gontmi-e  the  war  for  thofe  paltry  6bjeAs,  Ttmidad,  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  and  Trincomale. 

Mr.  Dickinfon^  junior,  fupporfed  the  bill »,  afrtJ.faid,  ijiattie 
had  inHiifi  rnind  rnany  arguments  agVmd  the  Qtnftliifman  who 
fpok^  agalnflitf  but  doubted  whether  his  delivery  would  bear 
him  out — he  did  not  however  prefiimc  to  hope  thjt  any  thing  he 
^as  capable  to  offer,  would  coixvertthe  fenriments  cf  ihofe  gen- 
ikmeAfif  any,  who  had  m^nle  iip  their  mindsuppn  thebufinef's. 
He  confefled,  that  at  firft  ^e  diflikcd  tl>e  meafure,  Init  ufion  in- 
veftigating,  and  maturely  conCdering  the  fuhjed,  he  tlioiight 
it  was  the  only  meafu re  that  dould  maintain  the  dignity,  or  en* 
fare  the.  fafety  and  fecurity  of  the  realm.  It  had  been  tailed 
unjuft  and  unprecedented*  If  indeed  it  wcte  unjuft,  no  pre* 
cedent  could  fanftion  it ;  but  until  it  was  proved  to  be  unjtift^ 
(and  he  believed  that  would  be  difficult)  he  mud:  in  conformity 
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XQ  h'^  duty  fupport  it^  »ot  only  on  principle  But  on  precedent. 
JictWasAtiy arc  .thai  it  might  (eem  prdTumptuous  in  ^hn  tdiif- 
fliru&  ooe-ip  loomed  and  fo  ingenipus  as  die  honourable  Ot»- 
tleinan  who  had  jufl  fat  down,  tn  Iiiftory,  he  wouMtieTer' 
t^fefs  remind  him  that  tmmeiliately  previous  ^ndfubfeqlienC 
tQ.^he  rcvolutiop^  up  to  the  eftablirtiment  of  the  (itikirtd:'fu>^4t 
large  foms  wqre  ralfed  pnofely  on  this  princijjle;  and  the  ho- 
aourable  Geivcictnan  would  vecolleS  that  when  thefprtrt^  the 
KrviQlutioaw39  mod  ardent  in  the  n\inds  of  the  people,  the  land 
t»x  taking  five  per  cent,  was  paffed,  and  bommffSbners'  were 
actually  app9inted  to  receive  ftatcments  upoii  oAh  of  the  ph*- 
fem  of  the  (iibjcdL  At  prefent  the  queftion  wak,'  whtthcr 
ihe  Houb  would  agree  to  ;(ccept  any  peace  France  chofe  t4> 
di^ate^  He  Wfi^  Turpriicd,  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr-, 
Nicbolls)  h?d  opnltted  Xq  m^kt  Tome  remark  Ujfxilfl  'Hrhar  'h^d 
been  iaid  a  few.nig}it$  before  by.  ah  honouraMe  tittfiitthe*,  (Mr. 
i).  E-  Coke,)  viz.  that  "  ftmdafnental  and  rndital  ffefoim  fri^tot 
nothing  more  than  fundatnental  and  radical/ rnhii^.^^^^Asl^^m 
jsew  land  tan,  propofed  by  the  bonburable^jfentle^iarif'/^e^&m- 
cetvedit  would  be  a  moft  unjuft  and  ungenenfllui'fyfli^M'ef 
tadiaticnin  a  country  like  this,  y^he^^ib  large  a'pMpef^ton/cf 
.the  property  and  aseaos  of  the  people  was  comriSer<iisHv'  -•R:  Wiis 
thofafluonfor  Gentlemen  in  that  houfifWVeti6tmifert^*t%eh^ 
ment  id,'  or  influence  by  party,] as  if  *i?  w^rfe'^crinnrtil^  M  k 
were crioiinal  he  acknowledjjp^ye  mltf^ftTub'irilt'ta.Acftigtli*'; 
he  had  his.^rty  affediions^  but  in  a  ba^  of  (udti  im^&rtmHii  and 
magnitude  U>'all  parties  as  tne  pt^cT^nt,  he  (haaiSi'^clefoIl'hkillielf 
if  he  waa  kiflueaoed  by  aiiy  thing  jbut  fterlfng^prin^iple^'iiiid 
truths    .  /  ^        >        .  J  ': 

.  Mr.  Simcm  declared  that  be  was  averfe  ai  any  thah^^dld  be 
fo  ^oppofe.  a  jneafure  that  feemed  to  involve  the  fafcty  of 
the  Country^  buJ  h^ing  faitly  compared  the  p^hle  be<- 
nefitswtth  the  projxdbie  evils/he  had  come  toadetcrfttinatioii 
.in  his  mind  aga^inft  it-  He  thought!  the  war  was  Tuft  and  ne- 
'CefTdry,  and  that  every  thing  V^  ^^^^  ^^^^  wasat  ftt<ke,  but  thut 
<ou]d  not  induce  him  to  votx:  for  a  tax  which  ^onld  be^  he  was 
-perfuaded,  at  oncfc  oppreffive  aiidjiicffeftive. '  He  was  aware 
f)f  the  cejifure  aixl  contcinpt  thl^t  attaclied  to  any  nifen,'  not 
being  a  minlfter,  proppnii^/laifv  ^ppcid^  of  taxatioTT^'btit^that 
ihould  not  deter  him  from  doing  his  duty,  and  offcfirtg  to  the 
country  a  plan  -which.  t&  hjid|  lor  .fo^he  tl:nre  had  in  ccMtompIa- 
tion.  »  ■     '"y  *  ";'     ^  ^  '  ^-'^    • 

.    He  then  proceeded  tp  ftate  i|>e  r^>fiance  of  Hrs  *|>tani  w4)icfa 
was  to  the- folio  wing  eifirS:     /     ,  '         .     - 

To  change  a  duty  of  five  percent,  upon  all  devifeable  pto- 
{>erty  above  a  certain  amount. 

To 
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.     To  chaise  a  ihity  on  att  feta'il  itadtfmcn*  andi^ovhsss^  and 
to  makti  the  none  of  tbebot^^e  criterion  of  pwpcrty  «i»4n^ 
cxxme^atsdnottd  takeaWay  arbove  one^AfHsntK  bf^the^inccMMs 
aftcrdedu^ngithediargesrof  traije.  '(' '     -      ^^'  *'''-     '  • 
TotchargediB'traiisfer  of  flodc  juvlth  a;  dttty  of  half  a  crowii 

-mdiet^pouhc}.  '  '■:  Mj.'.)'        ?•     T  .-.M    .;    ."V'.  :  .  •-  ■•'    1 

.  Horvijiguexpatiatfld  on  6aMl  «fi  tfcefe  fxiirtts^fer  ftMefitnes. 
He/obferVod^  that  the  |W^(ydttis^'^f  it  «v«»uM^  be'  n^f»\y4aaMk 
ttKit>whict^^:wouhi  l!»e'4-ai4t^^4rff«h)^'^6{<sru  nieafurd^-  He4^ 
ikot/thinfeit  wouidfa!)  Aiorr^of.d^ht  ntlUioitsf  aiid^-half^^^fc^ 
kaps^imigiit  produoe  «6h  tniHUtms;  ^  it<tKiO0ld  prodot^i  noi  btftf 
the  opprei&on  of  the  plan  iiiMM4)efer^tbe  Houfe.  iis  ipproihsd 
cf  theideaof  otir rSi'ifirtg  a  large  fufti of mbncy  witbirt  the^r, 
.bot  he  t^cAeA  to  the  mode  Aow  before  tlie  JHoofei  IndMd  k 
was  eflential  to  our  exiftence  asa  natk>it<  For,  oor^nemy  hk^ 
ing  manifMed  a  hatred  loour  Confticution^  tt  muft  4)b  deftnd^ 
ed  by  extraordinary  exertion,  otherwlfe  we  iheuld  become  a 
pnovlnce  to  France.  We  had  wadul  before  novR«bmegh  mudi 
Iftleod^TH}  treaftrc ;  for  what ^  For  the  cftaMi&niwa'^f  ^f  iR^ 
pdUicy  6f  which  4K>wever  we  foon  became  tiredi  -and^hnlleii 
the  return  of  Monarchy  with  joy. .  That  Rq^Uic^ied  a«ia&. 
toral  death.  We  afterwards,  however,  fent  ^or  a  Fo^dignef; 
and  made  fainy  our  monapch.  We  had  now  ?  monarchyaiKl. 
a  monarch  that  we  revered,  and  he  did  not  beiieve  there^Wtfs 
any  honeflror  tftiprejudiced  man  in  this  country  who  vrauH 
kefitate  to  deliver  up,  if  necefiary,  his  laft  fliUIingfor  tbede^ 
fetK^  of  our  pielent'eftabliflittfent. 

As  to  the  uncerhy  of  6ur-prefentMtniAers  in  their  negocian- 
tk>n  for  Peace,  he  owned  it  excited  his  wonder  that  any  body 
fhou Id  doubt  it.  He  did  not  think  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
who  had  charged  them  fo  much  with  infincerity,  in  his  heatt 
believed  rhe  truth  of  the  charge.  The  truth  of  tlie  matter  wa«^ 
that  Minifters  could- not  help  the  rupture  of  theNegociation. 
The  French*  called  for  a  Ca^te  Blanche  from  us,  and  would  ftate 
no  term^  of  their  own.  Their  aim  was  at  the  deftruftion  of  the 
Conftittttton  of  th4S  country, -and  it  mufl  be  our  bofinefs  to 
cottOleraA -their,  efibrts.  However,  he  thought  the  meafure 
before  the  Houfe  was  notnc^lt^lated  for  that  purpofe  ;  it  rather 
tended  to  encourage  thaHi  deter  the  enemy,  and  tlierefore  be 
thought  it  his  duty  to  oppofe  it. 

Mr.  M,  'P.  Jndriws  faid,  though  I  am  not  accuftomed  to 
deliver  my«  ffentiments  in  Parhamenr,  yet,  in  a  matter  of  foch 
importance  to  the  peace  ami  happinefs  of  tlie  counti^  I  cannot 
content  myfelf  with  giving  a  Clent  vote. 

Notwithfianding  I  approvc<}f  theprinciple.of  thisBilJ  from 

the 
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the  begtnoiiDg^  9S  thinking  )t  9  wife  and  falotary-mcafiirev  tt> 
^fideavQuf  10^  rpife  p«it  ot  tl)c  Dtcdf&ry  fupplhss .mtbm  tbe  jrcar; 
auHi  lite wlfei  for* an^li^rcaufa-^  /which  1  think  rhr  revenue 
-will  be  cundderabiy  benefited,  nafncly,  that  theTopcrartiDns  nf 
thi»biU  m»f  load)to.  tiicdifcofvm  (if  i^grcat  numboroFJraiida-* 
lent  evafions,  which  from  fiareincnts  alrt?ady  printodt  iwie' clear- 
ly perceive  ntud  bav^  beei^  pr^dKicd  by  many  peribna^  iil  ^ot 
4uiy  emeiiifig  tiie  bcrfcs»  cnrViagefi^tand;  icryaats  which  t)bcy»> 
tuallyikcpi-;  yet.  Sir,  J  dctcrjnnicd  weveMo  gWefng|t.affentiMr 
tbi8  bill  to-beipaFed  into  a-  hwi  ^tiikCi  it  Ibould  reccfiYe  foch 
modifications  and  improve mteniid  in  thecoiitfntClce>  iHStwouU 
aniitle  it  ID  my  d^idad  appnoteuanK  /    .<  > 

Sir,  I  have  per4»fed.the  bill  in  its  prefcnt  form  with  great'al^ 
tention,  and  feeinghow  bgjb(tly  ii  well  preTs  upon  the  poorer 
ordersofthoeotnp^unityj  aiK^tbe.gradual  progrcffive  fcate  which 
il  adopts  to  inetc  thecircumftancesof  the  affluent;  I  think  upon 
th«  whol^,  it  18  one  of  the  bcft  meafuras  that  couki  be  devifed; 
notwith(landitig  t\\c  new  propofuion  which  thehononrabieaad 
leAlncd  GenUtman'  whofpoke  laftha$  favoured  the  Hottfe  with; 
and  which,  wiUi  all  defr^rence  tohim,  would  in  my  opiuioD te 
preduAtve  of  n»ach  difficulty,  and  (bme  injuftice ;  whereas 
this  h^ll,, Sir,  while  it  aiUns  ihe  exigencies  of.  the  Jdiatei  tefMh- 
to  keep  up  the  price  of  the;  funds ^  and  fupport  oinr  national* 
Ofedit ;  and  Gentlemen  wdl  obfi^rve,  that  the  depreciation  •  of 
pi'f>perty  on  one  hand,  might  ^^qual  theencreaie  of^xpenditjtifc 
oiiiheother«  •         .     .• 

Sir,  the  meafure  is  undoubtedly  a  ftrong  one,  and  the  bur* 
tbens  it  impafes  upon  tlv;  public  ipuft  be  fcverely  felt  bv  us.ali 
b  bng  as  they  continue  ;  but  at  a  crifis  like  the  prefent  ftrong- 
meafures  are  neceflary  for  the*  prefervation  of  the  country* 
When  I:  Iv^ok  at  tlie  fituation  of  public  affcTirs,  the  inveterate* 
difpofition  of  our  enemies,  the  hafe  calumnious  mifreprefenca* 
tion  of  our  principks'and.condaft,  and  their  avowed  boAHeih* 
tentions  toxvands  in,  publtihed  1;^  them  to  all  Europe,  I  own  I 
fee  little  or  iwlalternative  ;.,we»4nuft  either  .m»nfully  exect^  or 
difj^ractffally  proftrate  ourfclv^.  The  road  of  war  '\$  unferttt* 
natdy  now  the  only  path  thait-.i^cMt  lo  us  to  pur&ie;  •  Every 
overture  for  peace  has-tltuaily  been  jnsde  by  thiscoyntty»  coo- 
frftent,  I  won't  fay  with  jts  dignity,  but  its  prudeme*  Haire 
we  not  twice  fent  negociators  to  Ftance  in  one  year  ?  Have 
tiiey  not  twi«ein  one  year  begnJiimed  Icorofulivy  back^  Should 
ge  aj^ain  ofi'er  mean  conceiTions,  bo4  further  abje£l  fiftbmiffions. 
What  would  be  become  of  our  native  fp»rit>  our  naaiooal  va« 
|our,  our  commendable  pride  of  heart? 
'      ^\Xi.  W^.^c  engaged  in  a  o^ateft,  with  a  rcleatful  and  im- 
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|dacable  enemy;  who,  not  Contented  with  the  ufaai  modves 
for  carrying  on  a  war,  fuch  as  weakening  our  force,  deflroying 
cfur  coiTimerce^  or  taking  from  us  our  pofleffions,  is  determined 
to  attack  tlie  very  vitals  of  our  cojiditution  ;  to  invade  our  free* 
dom  under  the  prctciKe  of  giving  us  liberty ;  tooverthrow  every 
focial  and  domeftic  tie,  and  to  deprive  us  at  once  of  all  the  com- 
forts life  affords*  Surely  then,  there  can  be  no  hefitatioa  to 
our  uniting  in  every  poflible  means  of  reiiflance  and  defence; 
not  only  refigning  the  trappings  of  livery,  but  waving  alfo  ha* 
bitual  convenience,  in  order  to  convince  the  world  whatEng* 
li(hmen  can  do,  as  men,  who  are  determined  refolutely  at  all 
hazards  to  defend,  prote^,  and  maintain  all  that  is  dear  to  mao*s 
exiftence,  * 

Surely,  the  vain  threats,  and  empty  bravadoes  of  our  enemies 
cannot  appal  us !  They  may  offer  to  raife  a  Loan  of  England^ 
3S  ihcy  term  it,  to  be  paid  from  the  fpoils  of  this  country.  Sir» 
1  believe  ibofe  who  advance  the  principal,  will  find  it  a  difficult 
matter  to  receive  the  intercft.  Thev  may  talk  too  of  a(Iemb« 
ling  ai*  Jrmy  of  England^  as  it  is  called,  on  tl^e  coaft  of  France; 
but  will  they  be  able  to  aflemble  an  army  of  France  on  the  coaft 
of  England  ?.  Sir,  I  trufl  not,  for  we  lemain  mailers  of  the  fea^ 
wedoubtlefs  ihall  be  able  to  protcft  our  Ihores ;  and" however 
party  motives  may  difunite,  and  political  didr-rcnces  lead  tocon* 
trovcrfy,  1  do  moftconfcientioufly  believe  there  isfcarce  a  man 
in  this  country  iould  be  found,  able  to  wield  a  fword,  who 
would  not  chearfully  and  eagerly  grafp  it,  in  order  to  chaftife  a 
ralh  and  an  invading  foe. 

-Sir,  I  atti  in  no  hal)its  of  intimacy  with  Minifiers,  I  know 
nothing  of  the  fecret  fprings  of  government,  hut  wuhout  ful- 
fome  adulation,  which  1  would  fcom  to  oiFcr,  and  which  I 
make  no  doubt  would  be  unwclcomely  received  ;  this  bill 
proves  to  a  demonft ration,  the  greatncfs,  the  iirmnefs,  the 
integrity  of  the  Minifter's  mind  ;  for,  anxious  to  do  his  cotin- 
Iry  kfting  and  beneficial  fervice,  he  braves  all  prefcnt  difcotn* 
fiture,  all  perfonal  inconvenience,  nay,  rilks  his  very  exigence 
asa  Minifter,  fnicethis  bill  will  gain  him  no  immediate  friends, 
will  afford  him  no  patronage,  will  procure  him  no  fupport  from 
gentlemen  wifhing  toconiraft  for  loans,  on  the  contrary  it  will 
give  his  enemies  an  op{X)rtunity  and  a  pIr.ufiMe  one  too,  of  ex- 
erting e\^ery  device,  ar.d  praftilmg  every  effort,  to  poiibn  the 
public  mind  againft  him,  and  dcftroy  his  popularity  ;  yet.  Sir, 
I  think  th^  fyftcm  is  a  good  one  ;  it  would  have  been  well  for 
»hi€  country,  had  it  hc-n  adopted  years  agi> ;  it  would  have 
faved  the  cffufion  of  miich  blood  and  rreafure;  it  would  have 
kept  us  out  of  many  diiafirous  wans,  mid  would  have  fboitctied 

all 
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all  tliofe  ths^t  we  have  entered  Into;  for  I  do  confidently  thinR,' 
that  the  Ifaciiitv  with  which  former  Miniflers  were  cnahled  to 
raifcVhfe  fupprtes,  on  the  old  funding  pfan,  often  encoproged 
them  to  engage  in,  and  induced  them  to  carry  on  many  calami- 
tous conquefts. 

ITpjn  die  whole,  T  think,  regiird  for  ourfelves,  our  families, 
our  countfy,  and  pcfterity,  fhoul<l  induce  us  all  chearfullyand 
reatiily  to  accede  tb  the  meafurcs  propofcd  by  adminiftration,. 
as  Che  iDoft  HkeTy  to  extricate  us  from  our  prefent  difficul- 
ties., tind  to  (ecure  our  future  happihels,"  and  profperity,  For 
thefe  reafons,  I  /hall  give  my  vote'for  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 


^,  1  «-«*;  give  my 
time. 


Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  had  there  been  no  other  plan  offered 
for  raffing  a  f'^rgc  fum  of  money  within  the  year,  he  fhould 
have  thought  it  his  doty  to  vote  for  the  prefent  bill,  becaufe  a 
very  Idrgc  f\inTi  of  money  muft  be  raifed  for  the  public  fervice  j 
but  as  He  thoiigbt  tlie  bill  liable  to  much  ohjeftion,  and  as  ano- 
thefpTaW'and  perhaps  a  better,  had  'b»cn  propofcd  by  an  ho- 
nourable'^ind  well-meaning  Gentleman,  he  thoujiht  himfelf 
entitled  to  fa^  he  Iliouldoppofe  the  prefent  bill,  for  the  purpofc 
of  interfacing  another. 

Mr.  Addin^ton  faid,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into  a 
conteft  with  an  honourable  Gentleman  oppofire  to  him  as,tothe 
niinifter's  charafter  either  as  a  ftatefman  or  a  gladiator :  he 
ftiould  only  take  the  liberty  of  making  a  few  obfcrvatioris  upoa 
the  prefent  bill.  '  The  ncceffities  of  the  country  had  rendered 
a  frequent  application  to  the  funding  fyflem  neceCTary ;  the 
meafure  now  propofed  would  have  the  cfFe£l  of  giving  it  a 
breathmg  time,  and  relieving  the  country  from  {permanent 
taxes,  which  mufl  bear  heavy  upon  the  lower  orders  of  fociety. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  hlmfelf  had  not  faid,  even 
in  its  prefent  fVate,  that  the  bill  was  wholly  unobjeSionable, 
even  after  all  the  modifications  that  had  been  made. — It  was 
impoffible  that  fo  large  a  fum  of  money  could  be  raifed  without 
its  being  felt  as  an  inconvenience.  Feeling  the  importance  of 
this  meafure,  and  not  having  hcanl  any  plan  fuggefted  more 
likely  to  prove  eflRcacious,  he  thought  it  his  duty  lo  give  his 
fupport  to  the  prefetit  meafure.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  en- 
ter into  all  th6  arguments  that  had  been  adduced  againft  the  - 
prefent  bilf;  fomc  Gentlemen  complained  that  it  did  not  go 
far  enough,  others  ohjc£fcd  to  it  becaufe  it  was  novel  Jn  its 
principle  ;  but  the  latter  appeared  to  hirti  to  be  a  peculiarly  bad 
argument,  becaufe  when  we  had  to  contend  with  an  en^my, 
who  hefitated  at  no  means  that  were  likely  to  injure  us, 
we  were  bound  in  oar  own  defence,  to  havcrccourfe  to  mca- 
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fures  as  novel  and  as  "vigorous  as  theirs.  Some  Gentlemea  bad. 
faid  it  muft  be  unjuQ,  bccaufc  it  muft  be  retrofpeflive ;  but  if 
it  had  not  a  retroi'|x:6livc  eiFeft,  it  would  be  totally  unproduc- 
tive But  he  had  lead  expc£led  that  a  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman, who  had  always  called  the  national  debt  of  EnghnJ 
the  bcft  ally  of  France,  would  oppofe  a  meafure  which  would 
tend  to  prevent  the  augmentation  of  that  debt.  Before  Gen- 
tlemen came  to  a  final  decifion  upon  that  queftion,  he  fruftcd 
they  would  confider  the  objc<3s  which  France  had  uniformly 
profeflcd,  and  the  language  fhe  had  confiantly  ufed. 

He  begged  that  Gentlemen  would  recoUeS  the  declarations 
which  had  come  from  the  enemy,  and  they  would  perceive 
that  a  general  love  of  plunder  was  their  ruling  objed.  If  thif 
meafure  piefled  hardly  ujx)n  fome  people  (and  no  man  Qould 
lament  it  more  than  he  did),  he  rtiould  advifc  thofe  who  con- 
<  ceived  ihtm reives  in  any  degree  injured  vbj  this  meafuFC,  to 
lock  at  the  declarations  and  manifeftoes  of  the  enemy,  w^hich 
he  was  fure  would  excitethe  indignation  and  ahhorrencejof  eve- 
ry Engliftiman.  Having  urged  thefe  points  with  very  great 
ability,  he  concluded  with  faying,  that  in  this  arduous  junijlurc, 
he  placed  the  firmed  reliance  upon  the  fpirit  and  refolution  of 
the  country,  upon  the  promife  which  his  Majcfiy  had  been 
gracioufly  pleafcd  to  make,  that  the  grcateft  economy  (hould 
be  ufed  in  the  difpofition  of  the  public  money,  and,  finally, 
upon  the  proteftion  of  divine  Providence. 

Mr.  J^o/e,  junior,  exprcffal  his  full  and  entire  conviflion  of 
the  necefUty  of  the  prefent  nicafure,  and  therefore  it  fhould 
have  hisfupport.  He  felt  great  pain  at  the  idea  that  he  (hould 
difpleafe  any  part  of  his  conftituents  by  his  condufl,  but  he 
hoped  tliat  although  they  might  have  cUfapproved  of  the  bill 
originally,  the  fubfequent  modifTcations  would  meet  their 
w  ifhcs.  He  felt  himfelf,  not  as  the  reprefentative  of  a  particu- 
Ivir  dckIv  of  men,  but  as  one  of  the  guardians  of  the  interefts  of 
the  country  in  which  he  lived,  called  upon  to  vote  for  the  pre- 
fent  meafure;  and  he  eould  not  help  expreffing  a  hope  iliat 
when  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  at  large  came  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  this  meafure,  they  would  ;ipprove  of  it  highly. 
He  thought  that  without  (Irong  lueafures,  like  the  prefcnt,  we 
ftiould  not  be  able  in  a  proper  manner  to  refill  the  enemy. 

Sir  Francis  Burdct  faid,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  from  any 
vairt  idea  that  any  thing  I  can  urge  (hould  have  weight  with 
this  Houfe,  that  1  am  now  induced  to  addrefs  you.  I  hive 
too  frequently  and  too  recently  witnc{red  the  little  efFc'it  thai 
can  be  produced  by  the  utmoft  exertions  of  argument  and 
knowledge ;  .t  is.  Sir,  in  order  to  fpeak  my  .fentiments  to  my 
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cbuntrymen,  ifrom  the  only  place  in  which  it  is  any  longer 
permitted  to  fpeak  them  ;  aiid  no  time  appeared  to  me  fo proper 
for  that  purpofcas  the  prefent,  when  we  are  called  upon  for 
fuch  .extraordinary  f upplies.  Sir,  I  fliall  not  enter  into-  the 
fktail  of  the  hill  before  i\\c  F:foufe,  as  its  unjuft  and  tyrannical 
principle  tenders  every  mcxlification  of  it  of  little  importance. 
But,  vSir,  every  thin^-r  thut  can  be  faid  concerning  tl;c  nature 
of  this'bil!  lias  been  fo  al)Iv  ilatcd  by  ri£;ht  honourable  Gentle- 
men hefow  me  upori  a  former  occafionj  that  1  ftiall  notprefumo 
to  add  any  thinj>  further  upon  that  fubjed.  Sir,  the  honour- 
able Member  who  fpoke  laft  faj's,  that  by  the  prefent  mode  of 
raifing  the  fupplies,  the  people  will  be  relieved.  Sir,  I  (hall 
emleavouf  to  Ihcw  the  fallacy  of  that  idea,  and  to  prove  that 
every  part  of  the  cxpcndrturc  of  Government  mud  m  the  end 
fall  upon  the  fhouldcrs  of  tlie  people.  Direft  taxes,  Avhich 
frequcntlv  raife  fo  much  clamour,  do  not  iiowever  irjure  the 
people.  Let  me  be  untfeift^Kxl,  I  mean  by  tlieir  dircwt  opcra- 
.tion,  hecaufe  the  wage^  of  hbxour  being  regulated  by  the  de- 
mand for  liibour,  any  ihrcSt  tax  upon  the  labourer,  fupp.)fing 
the  demand  to  continue  the  fame,  although  it  may  be  paid  out 
of  the  hand  of  the  labourer,  muft,  however  come  out  of  the 
pocket  of  hlB  employer.  But,  Sir,  the  way  in  which  thefe  taxes 
aod  all  other  taxes  do,  and  every  part  of  the  expenditure  of 
Government  does  injure  the  people,  is,  by  their  indirect  tenden- 
cy to  decreafe  the  demand  for  la!x)ur,  by  diffipating  thofe  funds 
which  pa.V  the  wages  of  induflrv. 

Now  Sir,  lo  ilhiftrate  what  I  am  faying,by  the  bill  before 
yeu,  inafmuch  as  it  falls  upoji  country  gentlemen,  they  can 
Icfs  afford  to  pay  and  maintain  their  fervants ;  inafmuch  as  it 
falls  upon  manufadlurers,  they  can  lefs  afford  to  maintain 
and  employ  their  workmen  ;  inafmuch  as  it  falls  upon 
farmers,  they  can  lefs  afford  to  maintain  and  employ  their 
labourer?.  The  prefent  Minifter  has  already  made  away 
■with  above  two  hundred  millions  of  that  facred  wages  fund, 
and  DOW  a  fcheme  is  brought  foj:ward  to  enable  him  to  .leflroy 
.  a  ftill  greater  portion  of  the  capital  of  the  couiUry,  which 
we  are  told  is  not  to  be  felt  by  the  people.  Sir,  I  Ihould  as 
foon  put  faith  in  an  archited  who  tallied  of  laying  an  im- 
menfe  weight  on  the  head  of  a  column  without  incrcafing  the 
preffurc  at  the  bafc,  as  in  a  financier  or  political  oecouomift, 
who  talks  of  depriving  the  rich  of  their  wealth  without  in- 
jury to  the  poor.  But,  Sir,  having  (hewn  the  fallacy  of 
this  mode  of  reafoning,  I  (hall  prc»:-^ed  to  treat  the  prefent 
queftion  not  merely  as  a  queftion  of  finance  ;  objefls  of 
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finance,  important  no  doubt  in  themfelves,  are  however  be- 
come of  fmall  import  in  the  adual  fituation  of  our  affairs* 
Sir,  although  1  perfeftly  agree  with  thofe  who  think  the 
mode  of  raifing  the  fupplies  highly  objedionable,  yet  were 
It  altogether  unobjedionable  in  it  (elf,  I  would  oppofe  the 
granting  fupplies,  becaufe  I  deteft  the  purpofes  they  are  in- 
tended fo  promote,  the  profecution  of  this  difgraccful  war, 
and  the  fupport  of  an  infamous  fydem  of  corruption  ;  thefe 
are  the  accurfed  ends  for  which  the  people  of  this  country 
are  to  groah  beneath  a  load  of  increafed  taxes.  Sir,  the  ho* 
nourable  Gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  fays,  he  Ihall  not  now 
fpeak  of  the  jnftice  and  neceflity  of  the  origin  of  the  war, 
nor  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  it,  but  refcrve  himfelf  fof 
a  proper  opportunity  ;  but.  Sir,  what  opportunity  can  be 
fo  proper  as  that  in  which  we  arc  called  upon  for  frefli  taxes 
in  order  to  continue  it.  Sir,  I  am  not  forry,  at  this  late 
period,  when  the  clouds  of  prejudice  are  in  fome  meafure 
overblown,  and  when  rpen^  from  diftrefs  being  brought  home 
to  their  own  door,  are  inclined  to  think  and  to  refled  upon 
the  part,  to  have  an  opportunity  of  faying  a  few  words  upon 
that  head.  Sir,  the  partakers  of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  abufes 
were  aware  that  the  eflabliflimcnt  of  a  wife  and  frugal  go- 
vernment in  France  might  poflibly  infeft  the  people  of  this 
country  with  a  defire  of  feeing  their  own  affairs  adminiflered 
in  a  like  wife  and  frugal  manner.  This  I  fuicereiy  believe 
to  have  been  the  true  grounds  of  that  alarm  at  French  princi- 
ples fo  induftrioufly  propagated  by  all  the  connexions  of  Go- 
vernment, who  feed  upon  corruption,  and  fatten  upon  the 
fpoils  of  the  people.  It  was  in  this  point  of  view.  Sir, 
French  liberty  wasfo  hateful  to  thofe  whofe  beft  patrimonies 
arofe  out  of  the  corruptions  ;  for  this  has  \he  Minifter  been 
exalted  to  his  prefent  Jacobin  eminence ;  for  this  has  he 
paiTed  decrees  that  would  not  have  difgraced  the  moft  tyran- 
nic code,  deftruflive  of  that  freedom  of  opinion,  once  the 
Eride  and  fecurity  of  Britons ;  for  this  have  thofe  laws,  fo 
ighly  prized  by  our  anceftors,  been  by  him  fufpended  or 
repealed.  Sir,  he  has  placed  terror  in  the  throne  of  reafon, 
and  under  pretence  of  maintaining  the  conftitution,  he  has 
fquaiidered  the  wealth,  he  has  fhed  the  blO(xl,  and  he  has 
annihilated  the  liberties  of  the  people  of  England.  Thefe 
are  the  atchievcments  of  tlie  right  honourable  Gentlennan, 
and  this  is  the  Minifter,  and  this  is  the  fj'ftem  we  arc  now 
cpllfd  upon  to  drain  the  very  heart's  blocd  of  the  country  tn 
'  ordtr  to  fppport,    Sir,  I  will  call  upon  thofe  country  gentle-. 
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men  who  have  been  frightened  into  a  fupport  of  this  fyftem^ 
to  ftand  forward  at  length  in  fupport  of  their  country- Would 
they  render  their  properties  fecure,  let  them  fliew  by  their 
conduA  that  they  really  have  a  feeling  for  the  interefts  of  the 
people,  and  not  always  exhibit  thcmfelves  in  the  odious  point 
of  view,  of  a  fet  of  men  ever  ready  to  combine  againft  their 
liberties;  let  them  exert  the  high  privilege  to  which  they 
were  born,  and  not  bafely  become  the  tools  and  minions  of 
that  government  it  is  their  province  to  controul.  And  now,! 
Sir,  that  fupplies  are  demanded,  let  them,  in  the  wife  fpirit 
of  their  anceflors,  demand  in  their  turn  that  grievances  be 
redrefTed,  and  by  bringing  down  vengeance  on  the  head  of 
the  Minifler  who  has  brought  all  this  ruin  upon  us,,  prove 
to  the  people  of  England,  that  their  con(litntion  is  not  a  dead 
letter,  but  that  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  the  mofl  profli- 
gate Minifler  cannot  with  fafcty  advance. 

But,  Sir,  were  every  feeling  which  the  facrcd  love  of 
country  fliould  infpire  altogether  extind  within  ourbofoms, 
one  would  think  by  this  time  at  lead  fatal  experience  muft 
have  taught  us  the  abfurdiry  of  entrufting  the  remaining  pro* 
perty  of  the  country  to  the  fame  hand  that  has  already  made 
away  ^with  fo  large  a  part  of  it  in  the  mod  unjuiUfiable 
and  ilUcondu6led  projeds,  that  we  might  by  this  time  it 
leaf):  begin  to  perceive  the  error  of  that  modern  political 
maxim,  (the  fource,  I  believe,  of  our  prefent  misfortunes) 
that  money  is  the  finew  of  war.  Sir,  we  feem  to  imagine 
we  have  only  to  affeinble  within  thefe  walls  to  devife  ways 
and  means  for  cxtrading  large  fums  of  money  from  the 
country  :  then  we  are  told  we  are  to  be  relieved  from  all  our 
cmbarralTments,  and  our  enemies  to  be  flruck  with  horror 
and  difmay.  But,  Sir,  we  mud  drR  cleanfe  away  thofe 
foul  corruptions  which  the  prefent  Minifter  has  carried  be- 
yond any  former  example  ;  which  unnerves  every  heart  and 
every  arm,  and  deprives  us  of  that  vigour  and  that  courage 
.once  charaderiftic  of  this  now  degraded  country.  Sir,  money 
is  nor  the  fmew  of  war.  Was  money  fo  all-powerful  as 
moft  perfons,  in  fpite  of  experience,  continue  to  believe  ;  I 
fay  in  fpite  of  experience,  for  the  whole  tenor  of  hiflory 
ferves  to  prove  the  contrary,  the  extravagance,  of  our  own 
Minifter  would  furely  have  entitled  him  to  every  fort  of  ad- 
vantage, and  the  people  of  France  would  long  ere  this  have 
been  exterminated  according  to  the  pious  intentions  of  the 
undertakers  of  the  prefent  war,  and  would  now  have  been 
b^ld  Qpt  9s  9  dreadtui  example  to  trembling  nations  of  the 
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danger  of.  incurring  royal  vengeance,  the  nature  of  which  - 
ipay  be  learnt  from  the  fpecimen  afforded  in  th^  infamous 
condufl  of  the  coalefced  Kings  towards  the  J>r^ve  and  unfor* 
tunate  La  Fayette.  In  truth,  Sir,  a^  it  has  been  managed, 
our  wealth  has  been  formidable  principally  to  ourfelvcs.  By 
means  of  the  impienfe  revenue  raifed  upon  the  people  of  thi* 
country,  a  corrupt  Minifter  has  debauched  the  very  fpirit  of 
the  nation,  and  prepared  us  to  become  flaves,  and  thepboof 
of  it  is  our  want  of  generofity  and  fpirit  in  fubmitting  to  be-  . 
come  the  fnftrument  for  enflaving  others.  For  let  no  man 
flatter  himfelf  that  he  is  not  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  that 
horrible  conduft  which  the  Minifter  has  adopted  with  regard 
to  Ireland,  (uhlefs  he  has  done  all  in  his  power  to  prevent  it.) 
$\Ty  as  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  did  not  upon  a  for-^- 
mer  occafion  fet  up  the  difingenuous  plea  of  the  indepen* 
dency  of  the  Irifti  government,  I  (ball  confiderthe  meafures 
purfued  in  Ireland  as  the  meafures  of  the  Minifter;  an4^ 
here,  Sir,  his  condud  ftands  unrivalled  in  the  annals  of  hu- 
man atrocity,  exceeding  in  cruelty  even  that  of  the  modern 
monfter  Roberfpierre,  inafmuch  as  the  cruelty  of  infli£^ing 
iipon  men  excruciating  torture  exceeds  the  cruelty  of  inflid- 
ing  upon  them  immediate  death.  A  noble  pei'fonage  on  hi$ 
return  from  Ireland  made  the  public  acquainted  with  many 
inftances  of  favage  barbarity ;  but,  Sir,  individ^ial  inftances 
of  barbarity  arc  fcarcely  worth  the  noticing*  in  this  ftupen- . 
dous  fyftem  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion.  Sir,  I  have  received 
information  from  that  country,  ftating  that  in  the  county  of 
Armagh  alone  above  four  thoufand  families  have  been  bar- 
l>aroufly  driven  from  their  homes,  that  is,  have  been  robbed 
of  their  houfes  and  their  gardens,  under  pain  of  being  put  to 
death  if  they  remained.  The  right  honourable  Gentleman 
.  did,  I  remember,  exprefs  his  regret  at  having  been  obliged, 
as  he  faid,  to  adopt  the  meafures  he  has  adopted  in  Ireland. 
I. do  believe  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  viras  fincere  in 
that  expreffion  of  his  regret,  not  froni  any  fympaihy  with 
the  unhappy  fuffcrers,  not  from  any  *  compnndbious  vifit- 
ings  of  nature,'  but  bccaufe  he  finds  thofe  meafures  arc  pro- 
duSive  of  effefts  very  different  froir.  what  he  had  expected. 
He  finds  that  the  people  of  Ireland  are  not  to  be  butchered 
'  out  of  a  firm  determination  to  emancipate  their  enflaved 
country.  Let  it  not  be  thought.  Sir,  that  what  I  am  now 
ftating  IS  irrelative  to  the  fubjeft  before  you,  it  is  one  fea- 
ture of  that  political  monfter  engendered  from  the  corruption 
of  the  Britifti  conftilution  j  nor  arc  the  people  of  England 
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uninterefled,  or  ought  they  to  behold  with  felfifh  indifference 
the  unheard  of  fuffcrings  of  the  Irifli  people.     Sir,  it  is  the 
nature  of  defpotifm  to  take  its  root  in  the  cxtiemis,  and 
gradually  to  fpread  inwards.     This  Irifh  fyftem  has  already 
paffed  over  into  Scotland.    The  fame   fpirit  alfo  difcovers 
itfelf  in  the  Government  at  home  :    the  fame  principle; 
though  not  to.  the  fame  extent,  isadled  upon' in  this  coun- 
try ;  we  have  many  viSims  of  oppreflion  rotting  whhin  the 
walls  of  our  prifons.     Sir,  not  to  intrude  too  long  upon 
your  time,  I  will  content  myfelf  with  ft4ting  one  cafe,  not 
becaufe  it  is  the  hardcft  that  can  be  picked  out,  (I  believe 
the  cafe  of  that  wretched,   forlorn,   friendlefs  man.    Kid 
Wake,  is  much  harder);  but  becaufe  I  happen  to  be  parti- 
cularly acquainted  with  the  circumdances  of  the  one  I  am 
about  to  mention  :  a  printer,  of  Newark,   whofe  name  is 
Holt,  has  fuffered  a  three  years  imprifonment,  with  a  hea- 
vy fine,  to  be  paid  before  he  can  obtain  his  liberty  :  a  fine, 
let  me  obferve  by  the  way,  it  was  utterly  impollible  a  man 
like  him,  who  earned  his  daily  bread  by  his  daily  labour^ 
ihould  of  himfelf  ever  be  able  to  pay,  efpecially  after  a  three 
years  imprifonment,  arid  this  I  take  to  be  highly  uncortftitu- 
jtional,  as  well  as  the  fending  him  to  a  prifon  a  hundred  miles 
diftant  from  that  of  the  county  where  he  was  tried,  which  I 
take  alfo  to  be  a  grofs  violation  of  the  law  of  the  land,     t 
know.  Sir,  there  will  never  be  wanting  lawyers  to  fay  tliat 
all  the  prifons  are  the  King's,  and  that  he  may  fend  men 
wherever  he  pleafes  ^  but,  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  this  to  be 
cafe  ;  not  that  I  pretend  to  any  deep  knowledge  of  the  laws 
of  this  country,  but  it  is  impoflible  that  in  any  country 
where  the  conftitution  is  fuppofed  to  fccure  any  degree  of 
liberty,  that  fuch  ^  power  Ihould  be  trufted  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive  magiftrate  ;  for  every  one  muft  immediately  fee 
to  what  dreadful  purpofes  the  abufe  of  fuch  a  power  might 
be  perverted,  and  in  the  prefent  inflance  has  been  perverted^ 
as  it  has  put  the  perfon  in  quellioo  to  an  additional  expence 
of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds,  be  fides  depriving  him  of  the 
xonfoiatlon  to  be  derived  from  his  wife,  his  children,  and 
his  friends    And^  Sir,  what  is  the  crime  that  has  thus  drawn 
upon  him  all  the  vengeance  of  Government—  for  vengeance 
it  rauft  be  called,  it  can  never  be  regarded  ^s  equitable  pu- 
nifhment,  even  fuppofing  there  had  been  fome  degree  of  cri- 
minality in  the  a6l  which  he  had  committed  ?    But  what  was 
the  aft  f    For  reprii^ting  refolutions  fuppofed  Jo  be  drawn  up 
by  that  rfght  honourable 'Gentleman  himfelf;  but  whether 
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irvnt^iif-hj  hinv or  not,- certainty  having pobltttyt^eeivecT*''^' 
bis  Iteiftioh  wd  his  apprbbciifon;} '  I  a)Iud<3  to  rb«'ftinottS  rti^  • 
foliniofi«  knotvh' by  the  mMt  dffhe  Thatch^A^Hdvife r^fofb-  - ^ 
tions;  thus  beidg,  as  ^f^ty <X^ittg  in  a  coi-itijp^  fyfteiw  fe,-- 
claimed,'  fchcl  teiy  lairs' ifl^i«ftlv5e^^  by  fhc  p^rtikt'^itjcutidtt 
of  ilfittAV  ^fl  foi^gerf  into  Inftns^nehts  of  tyranny.   Now,  Sir, 
is  tbto  jtitHt^  f '   Cati'lH^tty  ^Xift  fn  a  Coontry  Where  fotK  • 
prafit^^  ^ravail  ?  ^  •'  '  '  ''•"^  ^^'  r-^^.     ...  •    .  ^    ■  -   .^     .  .••■.i. 
NotwWitl!ai^rtig  the  right  H6i^6f6¥itWe? f9efit!\^dafrf  will  Wfth'  f' 
a  jiwt:r  of  faice  I  own  I  SlWiyi  befcoFd  tif^SH^^dditionar  aJ-  '- 
.niirattoni^t  up  in  thil Hbufc -ahd  Wfk  td'vii  grtiVdy  bfotfr'' 
libefiles,  ^i^d  of  the  blefflhj^s  \*)fe  enjoy  u ndfeip ' 6lHr  Wb(!^i<<*f F-' 
icntCorfftUiition,  and  ^dldJfam-iJtJtfoadeli^'to'fffcr^'irencr  '  "' 
diflSctiltiei^e  ought  not  to  fubmit  to,  no  dangers  ^'c  ought  not 
to  aicobnter,  no  extremities;  We  6bght  n«  to  fendutt^,'in-ordct''  • " 
tortiaiiltairl'it.    Speciofa't/erbh^^elkamtt'aitfkidoTd\^aHtoque'    ■ 
maj^te  hhertads  ifAagine  tegebaniUTy  MHto  eruptt&a  ad  'irrfiirj/ff^s'    *■ 
JerOriikm:     But  I  do  hope  the  ipirit  of  tny  coimtrymerf/  hdtn-"  * 
ble  afe  iris,  ^1  aiength  b*  roufed  to  a  redrefew  thfc'wdh^  -  • 
they  have^eceiTcd.    Thrft  they  will  fhake  6ff  the  torfiid  effeftk  • 
of  that  fleecy  drench  of  corruption,  which  feenis  to  have  be^'    ' 
numbed  their  (bnfes.     That  they  will  make  one  effort  at  leaft 
to  vcrench  their  Weeding  country  from  tlie  grafp  of  thcfe  do* 
domeftic  fpoil^rs.    The- Miniftcr  has  made  many  bold  and 
wicked  ftrokcs  to  deftroy  us,  let  us  make  one  bold -and  honeft  " 
ftioke  to  deftfoy  him.   Should  he,  after  fuch  repeated  treafens 
*-for  his*  whole  conduA  for  thefe  laft  foUryearg  ha&  b^n  one 
continued  tiffue  of  treafons  to  the  people ;  dioatdtie,  after  all, 
^  cfcapc  with  impunity  and  remain  fecurc  in  office,  then  indeed  the 
grand  ohytSt  of  this  liberticide  war  will  have  been  compfct^ly 
attained,  and  government  will  regard  itfelf  as  fttttply  recompen- 
fed  for  defeat  and  difgrace  abroad,  by  ih&meful  ^iumph  over 
the  liberties  of  Engliftimen  at  home  !     Sir,  whatteyti^miky  be 
the  final  event  of  the  wicked  fyftem  purfued  by  the  Minifter, 
whether  we  are  tamely  and  meanly  to  fink  beneath  the  de- 
grading yoke  of  military  dcfpotilm,  or  to  be  toffcd  on  thedorm 
of  RevoJuticin,  I  (ball  M  leaft  haVer  Uie  fatlsiaftton  to  think, 
that  liiave^exorted  every  littb  effort  i»  my  power  in  defetice  of 
the  Itbenies  of  the  people,.    Sirr^'  it  is  tiot,  therefore,  ori 'account 
of  tlie  heavy  prefiure  which  thit  mode  of  raifihgtbe  fupplies 
muft  occrsfion  ;  it  is  not  on  account  of  the  unjuft  and  tyranni- 
cal principle  of  the  biil  ooM^  beforb  yoo^ ;  itis^'not  oO'lKXOUnt 
of  the  wafte  and  extmvaganceitrf-the  Government,  enorm^u*-   - 
as  it  is,  that  1  now  raife*n?y  voice  iigaitift-lheJgraWing  the  fup- 
plies^cmanded  by  the  Mlmttcrj  it  is  bc<»iife  i  never  "^if^  at 
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any  tifoe,  or  under  2Xij  circumftanccs,  become  an  accofAfdice: 
in  the  guilt  of  fupporting  a  fyftetn,  which,  if  it  can  be  fopport-* 
ed,  and  is  to  be  perGAed  in  (and  if  it  can  it  will)  muft  even* 
tuatly  dcftroy  the  freedom  of  my  country." 

Mr.  Alderman  Lujh'tngton  exploined  what  he  bad  faid  upon 
a  former  occafion  relative  to  this  meafure.  He  then  obferved 
that  this  country  was  hivolved  in  confiderahle  difficulty  anJ 
fomc  danger,  but  it  was  the  duty  of  every  man  in  that  Houfe 
and  out  of  it  not^only  to  examine  the  difficulty  with  care,  but 
aifo  10  fsice,  the  danger  wiih  fortitude  and  perfeverance,  and 
further  to  examine  well  into  the  circumdances  which  have 
C9n(lituted  our  prefent  criGs  [a  grea^  ay  of  hear  !  hear  /  He 
repeated  the  expreffion,  faying,  *^  It  becomes  us  in  point  of 
prudence  to  examine  well  into  the  circumftances  which  con-» 
ftitute  the  crifis  of  the  prefent  moment,  in  order  to  nfcertain 
its  real  chara<Ser,  and  form  our  opinion  of  its  probable  extent 
and  duration/'  This  was  not  the  crifis  of  a  fmgle  day,  or 
y«ar,  nor  was  it  likely  to  be  terminated  when  the  prefent  war 
(halt  he  concluded.  It  was  brought  on  by  that  awful  event, 
the  French  Revolution.  An  event  that  was  more  formidable 
in  its  nature  than  any  thing  we  had  ever  read  of  in  hiilory.  It 
berame  fo  from  the  fituation  of  the  people  by  v,  horn  it  was  ac« 
complidied,  as  well  as  by  their  numl>ers  and  difpofition.  He 
had  always  confidefd  this  not  only  as  an  event  that  would 
aflfeiS  us  merely,  but  alfo  would  extend  to  future  generations ; 
ard  therefore  we  fbould  not  only  look  to  oUr  own  intercfl,  but 
t-ke  care  of  thofe  of  our  pofterity  in  the  provifions  wc  were  to 
make.  It  was  upon  this  enlarged  ground  that  he  bad  viewed 
the  fubjcft,  and  bad  all  along  i)een  friendly  to  the  principle  of 
the  prefent  bill.  All  his  apprehenfions  were,  that  it  might 
prefe  upon  the  lower  ordei-s  of  the  i)eople :  but  he  hoped  ih4t 
all  apprehenfions  of  that  nature  were  done  away  ^Uh  others,  • 
as  they  were  with  him,  by  the  modification  that  had  l)ecn  in« 
troduced.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the  ex()enditure  of  each  indi- 
vidual would  l)e  diminiflied  by  it,  and  that,  therefore,  it  would 
tend  to  d^minifli  the  revenue.  That  appeared  to  him  to  he  a 
very  incondlilive  argument,  for  it  might  be  faid  of  every  tax, 
whether,  it  wai  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million  or  five  millions. 
The  queAion  was  entirely  on  the  general  policy  of  the  meafure. 
.  He  was  as  fincere  an  advocate  tor  peace»  and  as  pure  in  his 
wiilies  for  it,  as  any  man  in  this  country  ;  but  be  could  not 
confent  to  any  peace  that  wouM  be  a  difgrace  to  us,  and  he  be* 
li^*ed  we  could  not  obtain  any  other,  but  by  vigour  and  exer*  • 
tion.  There  was  indeed  one  expedient  for  {leace,  for  which 
he  hcp0d  there  was  no  advocate  in  that  Houfe,  nor  any  that 
,  was  confidtrable  out  of  it,  that  was,  a  peace  (o  b^  obtained  by 
»  Vol.  1.  1798.  ^3xR  was 
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hibiiiillte»i  to  M  «xuMiis^^ ' 'Thiitibtffbari  miifca*aMr4» 
"ipHitntfitr iff  nKinyiiivftanres^  <  4>cit  he  bad  |fridB  iiviiMerrifMe. ^k 
«w»•flof^at1^  e)(ttlrji4i»n:a|^cable<  ^»  <I6 '9  <  fee  #liecrvcr  the  Ari- 
-tiOiforci; Hjd  bc<fn  l^tin^'iiiio »€t'6ii< i4)w^>:lM^after .«f  die 
'd^uHity  h^  been 'kc^  ol^ftt  ft  viioiifitr  that  moifitaisH*  iis 

S'dii>thiV^'ha44iteM  aid  aiaM\:{^ti>iip6n><th9«<bbfe£U}f'Ft»w 
rnmelYTatr'Refoi^iti.  I'hav^wtas)  a  1u()ea*tdi:tHitch  he  wm^«s 
mi^hSM«iic4)ed  and  was'as  i£Ad::>i3f  fVietwl:  ^  «f^niheiiad  hea$^ 
j^d^he^ihteld-'be  gbd  lKiHeteiacMin3«riS!d:wtoeiiever  the  (tine 
fhall  come  that  may  be  fit  for  th«  difooffiori  tdf^fo  'tny^cat* 
dice,  ai«<t  (?c^f>licjfed  a  ft^jifft  i  ikrt  afrt|h6<firafa«it  monleiit 
idia  tfioiigAt  that  diksui&ori  -in^oaUr; conduce  to^^aimtJi^F '^^»nd 

Mttfofibh.  -•:...  i^    .  .....-[!:.'      .'.      :    /,' 

Jkrtithad  keen  faitl^  thpt>if  the  exeratWe  pc^mr  tf  thb 
*couafi7  were  filaced  in  cwh^r.  harlds;  cr^given.  ri  "aoocher-.db- 
fetiptbn  efperfotiS4  we  anight  "obtah)  peace;    H&  qaefii&oal 
thatis  fbr  he  doubted  whether  diere  Werein  thh  Toaaat^maj 
diMe^ipl'rcNfiof  nien  who^  by>iliekaddrtfs^rii()rany)Ocfaei;ibIcaK9» 
cbtfid convert  fi>vindi^e.a  feeat  thftC^whicfcwiihave'BOw.to 
cdntend  with,  InTO  amy  thio^  iike  an  opponent  ready  toitieac 
'iVPth  as  upon  honourahle  terms;   "^Hewtiuid^  farther^  :«tti 
Ta^,  it  Was*  contrary  to  the  principles  of  ovr  enemiesv  amlooq^ 
trary  even  to  f lie^d^ara^lep  of  iht^human-ihind/  that  xotn  ^f4M> 
have  act|«^Yf«d  lb|;rtat  aM)^fe«iew  a.powera»diflreMH»ies4aidy 
liadi  cbHVratry  to  the  fpiric  of  a-great  nailita?y*Tepublic^  or  jashsr 
a  mHttary  tiemoei^cyt  to^u&iopon  jbft  and  cquitabic  temis.jMi- 
wafrd$  \ti  opponenra.  ^' '  We  hid  Atiud  this4renfied  by  the«Qci- 
duct  of  the  French  ;  they  had  adedwiih.  cnKity,.nec  onky^tb 
theif  foe!/,  but  alio  ti>  their  ^iefidK;    Toiuppiie  that  GoMt 
firitarn,  which  has  To'  lon^  Mwn  their  twd^  jwooM-  be  bernrt 
Ueafed  by  them  than  they  iraaetMnted' otters;. w»idd^.^^ 
n«ty.    M'e  muO,.theTe^o^9^  i^mciniaethcJconti:ft»  iictmihftan&- 
in;  ^  had  been  <jedared  by  folne  that  fuch  cootDft.irmff'bc  hic- 
ctedc^  by ^QT  ruin.    We'en^ A  i^ontinue.lke  ronefti  laod Mk»m 
the  fy Hem  eif  the  pvciieivt  l»}l;:4ihhoiigh  oor  ebmimiB  i»igbM«oi> 
'only  He  dbfHnAhed,  but  b»>  in*  feftne  degire^  nahtiif^  by  4r. 
We  v^etr  4ike  a  pairy  wtio^hiKHa.  fuit  depembitg;  ilv tdtane«ry, 
\ghorrhitl  kterp  k  toi''ptotbrre»insvhaDoi]r{  baaioeverfnniMs'it 
mifs'ht'be  «o  bun,  br  haM^evrtadkiQs  and  bipciifive  ib other 
refpeAii  •.:       •  - 

•He^b4H\clcp3*i«c4  i])Kid  die  l»n-ni9c£lile<FnBQclr  fvvd 
tion,  and  the  miiehievuiis  temlfacyoof    foewch- ■  pri fccipto^  na. 
^<41  asupcid  the  adv^htagHsiFjanrcoiiftitatico*^' 

He^hadbuffdi.hr^Bdvfl&tlKixiattgerof  the  i»«afipn  4if  th» 
co^iatry.     Uo  waa  po  militanr  ^nan,  h«  be  thought  tfaeie  waa 
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country  in  wealth  and  fpirit,  efpcctally  in  navai  force,  .fQitii^l  to 

larilh/fa^ti^  i^the  dk)  not  Isdbevei there  m^*^»'^tii^p^f^'^^ 
rthd'dpfBt^iantMf  o£tti0  Houfevioriftnfi  whew  |ii;iil)ij^ti30|i|<^F,yv 
iwliD»  if6  «Br9ffift7inviifedijiwwLUi  tioc fi^h^  vfasi«if^d^it4i^(4^ 
.ibrtboitTvifleiof hiv^ouMrfrli  7  m  ••  ;.-  .:,.{•  ;f..n^  ;:...-t  * 
'  I  •  iioitl  ^Mi^jchfttpinoiiollQf  jt^HTfinnccpie  of  ^bt  W)iu>  , .  .  j 

(everal  ftages  through  which  it  had  hitherto  paiTcd.  M^  WrftW' 
hp  aUudevg-tp  -iho  t^iprvittctois  ic»f  iiiipriaofi;  whM^  9n  th(|nM|(if>t<? 
Baronrit((Su-  Ki^indi  Aiir<kfct)n  haKi.ii64  wb«t!  tie  ij^k^rf)$:Al>< 
ffcibehrgoveiiimem  a^  bmnfg^mifei  .prudent),  ai»4  d^an^pjf»]t;' 
and  f1«cnirfd'cnding:hinielf  i^inft.tiie  Qhajtge  ot'>  h»f  >fingf  ^aii 
.cgBttftv  ofiboing  pdc  of  tbe.iwetonpoband«/a|id  ao^i9i0€^«^id)|^ 
minUbti/  rHc/obicrveilalib^  thai  fi)iinkin5,  fuch-  si9^k<Vp,^fiii'^ 
^wetdbif^ytSn^YnofmiMc  fiarobet^  Mvhttii  bic  fa'n^rtl^f  Ff«iKh' 
mwF^ this MeiulB  dfjfned^in  aiid.^jianlai>'naf«ir<h/Ough(. iiot  ia* 
gO'ibrosid  ixitiof  thai  lioufo*  Sof|i^>^berv<f«iHi«ti^f$^  oil  t\j0 
€ppdm  falrnf  the  HoufaKftd/Aatodf  ihoif<d^rej;mv;)arto'(\  r>c^t  to 
lia««  anf  diiiigito^  do  in .  the  /adminiAratioii  of  ^^hlic  v&nml 
wMiQiK  what  they  caUedat,.0i4icait  refbrni  1  He  \y9yi^ii<^  i»pon  . 
itialt  obftme^  tfaEqtitrwouldhc'ftQgislar  w  any  GeiHktinc^- wlio^i 
hsriavevm^ ^bo\^d  oidl  updn  10  ke  Mt  mini^ot,  ta  repiyy  ihac 
ke'wtiuid' n9riktidc3talie/the>«ffide  OMc«l>t oift'  ivkch  a.<oiidition. 
He  Aw  that^nfth  anei^ntMlhafe  GemUmeMVG«Ued  fer,  wouiif 
bd  rtfinmifi^foctKe  dtutntry ;  in  which  every  mdn  at  i>cefeiitMra$ 
piwgid&fdy4:ifm^:aadmiCTefl6ngii»^pn)^rTy.  But  wa«  tUia 
lhcrc»»fdHrtdn  afi  cheinduikioiB  people  bf-  France  ?  Certainly 
4ieir  iCfii^wii»«nnihiiated»  }aiNl<ih9'ricb  poople  oCthQ^cotttHff 
were  overthrown  ^ftuc  were  tfa^i  poor  a  bit  i/ht  better ffor  fM  f 
OcminlT  iiorirrt'Tlie^pmfiracirarih^  woi»M  rttf^p^t,r;ahhpqgb 
he  did  not'  ptvletui  to;enc|0rre)  hfow^ii^hogaa  'He  &jt)>  jhe  hod 
(bobtiRl,  whecherhe maMit  xBtttlfli Scnf«tt« 'Wthe^vhe had/h<f^ 
Genttewien  dedom,  tbaMibciyvf^aie.nol  rtbe  refxrcRntd^iy^iot 
th^fpm^hijfEM^skiAfhairdkihf^mtni  r  j^^qt  luifi  own  pti^,  he> 
itioaght  that  he  inould  defert  the  doty  he  owed  to  his  oa^iUTy,* 
if  h«s  ehdnotiaindtod  an^  mairailB  that  wentf  to<  fupporc  a^  war 
oirliikrhtlwi  fcfcft  fcrcdd  ilpoii  ui(il>a^  .       t 

Mr.  y^tf  faid»>  tfatt  ihonoHrabfe  Ondtman  who  l^d.}vft 
4al-do«rQ^lpd«»keil'tte  moft  «K<nHirdinj|rfiii|K)d&hehii4«ver 
*«-.  ....;.  3R2  witnefleJ 
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^itntBfi,  pf  dpijcating  .an  .i|npiti«tion  of  egotKtO;;  "for  in  ilie 
CQudo^of^^  %:pch«.  whidjii  iafied  faalt  i>n>)io«F^ihehad  oomfe- 
fcendt^  $p  lolkof  little  dLifi  but,lNiii(cI£..  .tf  rf^hidi  there wmc 
feur  or.  i^jtc  topics  oa .  whivi|(  s^  laati  mi^it  dcfcsiol .  j»  ^piMc,  tfao* 
ili{b^U^<i(  Vy  aI1.4«bQ  lie^-bMnii  wiitlOMC  incttrriiip.tbQ  flig- 


T/K^  bonoi^rablc  Gefii^cni^(^'&,§priin9mftdm  *« 

aoQiher  quality  foe  .which  hf  d^^r«ed.0f^4^.3i(Mhdh(Ml-imflBd 
9od  perverted  the  tneanBif^c^.^JtoiioiAr^ic/BiiiQfeK&M^^ 
whole  expreiBoas  were  ftri^y.  fihefev  that  ^Vtbo:  miinfims  ^af 
**  th^  country,  bqwiga^raid.tlij^.mi^^  Fjdoae 

«*  4/i;ug;ilt  prudciUy  and  wife  gpv«jmQRe9t»  tb^y^  c(»aU  oal^bear 
*St^  contcailv  »d  therefene  they  enlered  into:  theipveC«it 
^^war/t.  This  the  bpno^^at>l&.G^dem9n«d>9ng0dliIlla«y^ 
nf^gyric  ;9pon  the  prc;i<;()tg9«)eniciieot  of.iKratiodj  mtk  inbibb 
the  ocdiar^ou  of  bi».ho%ounide  friend  b9idfi0hif^A»iiQk?*- 
iW^  theacfuracy  of  the  hon(WHiableGent]«oaii::w«B:miKii 
uppn  a.lev^)  withhifthufni)iliyf  ^    ^. 

With  tc^(^  to  the  prefigntippeafure,  it  appeared>to  hwn^Jlo 
he  fimiiar  t^.Qt^s  of  tha  QhaiHaeilor  oCithe  £xcfaequerv.whofe 
pertf^ejfy.dcrpifed  tberipsiinionf  iof  ibofe  whom  ihat  Hodb  catt- 
ed iJU  ^9^(lituents,.ai>d  recnifi^qd  him  of  the OKidiu&aE  tho 
mJLOiftei]  when  he  dragged  tbraQ|^b>the  dirt  thatovedabkaM* 
MM  w^^b  Capportedhifr.m^  >nf|iai<^»fnea£iii^es'ttpm 
Kji^an  aroiatneot.  He  iv^fidedhejgAivote.wkb  hiivi  adthouf^ 
be*  wa$  determined  to  abandon  .the  fi^iu re  'inLobedienoe  Id 
th^^puhlic  voice.  It  mjghvbajre  N)^  eiip»£^jtbat;  he  wobM 
have  done  fo  in  th^>  ^na  ih^i  lfe>ivvpMld  have'jK«vited;iQidie  fame 
unani(iKHiacenfuiiie,  i  Int^e.inafi^'of  hi$  oiber imbiUeies rand 
incafpcijLiesi ,  w^is.to  be  inc4udfdi<bi8,  ^ttDrigtioraMejOf  the  goo* 
ditiofi.^r.rhe  diSerant^rUHe^q^  whi^ihe  ooa^nitfttiiiji  wat^cooa* 
jjpfqd*  efp(;cialJ.y t  that  i^fi^h^i  nnddUng  S3^eo«  •  Whetlier  it  Was 
to.  be,afcribec),i;9i  U\sQ^%\Ji^iifif^rH^iuQF  tpfome other caafe, 
he  tne^  not,  ^>wtcfr^9,p<,l1p§«t|M>'mrlvyte^/wa3:vary.i^^ 
pf  the  condition  of  the  mioclling  rank  of  fooiety.  Heihad  ma-* 
jwfedc;^  th?;/ignon|npQ>,in  iwn^pf. Wpi>larwi.  r  Thit  biU  »as  a 
prpqf  pf.i^  .  .By  th|8  .hili/MJ^jg^M^tA^waA  P*:fo»r*  -fiuev.  or6z 
hundred, a ycar^ woi^  nqiiA^nifiM d<iMe«  i^vB^sb^tsncati^ 
(iA^\A\x\iu^  pf  i|w;ij^i^;bpt  e^eii  flf  all  bit<cpttefoft^oi  iHe  wwVi 
be  cxwde4  to.  ^6  c9i^^tpf»M»£:  iiil  vho  lK»ev:hiii»ib]r' tbii-M- 


Jkn  diminutiph  of  hk  incdrt^i  fhis^otU  jirodtrice  tlii  fefnc 

fiartofemigratiofi  as  was  6c^^il6iie<I  irt' Frimccf  fiy  the*^firft 

adoption  of  violent  meaftitresth^rei  A^pon  the  Ui^6b  df  Ttrhi(^  it 

'»ras  uimcce&ry^to dwell/ ^  l^M^flbod  thd  cafe-^A^e  diifl^ 

«er'$  kiiDrwJedge'of  the  ttridcUts'il-ift*^  fodtty.  -  Of  ^tWt^ibiWr 

ofafs,  he  fn»v  if  |tofflMle^(feI^m^l»«•lgrtoraI1t^•'^lJ^the  H6ttfc  ye- 

fneiiiii8f0drhts>fpeech  «p^th<it4uti^,  ^heki  he  f^cH^but 

of  the.handa  ^  m  tmbttig«At,;irfid'IVdnocirtAirk!  Itieitib^^t^Mr. 

Wbitbread><i  ineaflH^  thd«  v^at  cilbul4t«d  fbrtliVVefrif ^of  ^ 

iabouribg^mr  t^f  fhilf  cotihr^y^  ''TNe  fpdech  of  tfr^  hiftiHW 

upon  that  iiik^tifife  €0iliaiiied>f6Qr  or  fire  idda^  lihlc^Tiie  bMyt>w-> 

<  cdr  (t^mdiiqtnncn^  and  Wa»':tt^tt^Med  -for  ir^  dk^uertce  at 

^itivnmoiaridblefer tn^inartllf/ '  Me  wasf afraid  hW'h^Mtttafhle 

;ftwnd  ftaxiM^hivtt^peAihe'^dAlt^ h»  lab<Air$;-  fo'fnlatcbed 

dhe  6ibj«&out>bfbi6  haivh;  ahd  pi^oaiKed  tbddfotti^^uty^^^tsa^ 

dccful  up<fen  UMmrelf;  Tbi^  atrogatice#a6  fdlioWi^ffdphi^fti^h 

^^balh^ .  Aid;y  ^  fai^go  of  nortf^^nfe  and'^bf^rdity,  'that  'Wbj^n  it . 

wasir^ced  irtto  the  form  of  a  bill,  ercry  lawyer; "fe^iery^a- 

gijftrattf  every  ofcer (ber  ^  the  poor,  aod  every  ftiaif  in  thi^fefngT 

doini  £rom  thehtghpfl  to  the  loweft,^  who  hadarty-IkniM^dage 

^pon  ibc  fiibjfnft,  fcouted^ the  weiirttY^',  und^thti  cortft^iirjkn^  ^^ 

.  iliat  tbiyccbbrated  plan  fnetfked  biart^of  the^Hdtife:? n  iiti  Mbftr 

«  manner  as  it  had  been  originatWy(hiifchedoatoftlft^fia|jiffioif 

•its  abk»  honourable,  and  h)^%i\\gtfnt'^\xi\ioT\yf)M\k6p^ 

inevitably  alSwtkdroHef  to. the  poo^  by  his  ^ffljit:  '^'    '^  ^' 

4:.  Withirtrgard  t»  the  prfcftslt  tiifirfure,  hd  iJ^tiWdaffj^ 

ythofc.membdrs  who  wew«moi%fha«  ordinarily  fofitfifcbtts  to  pS*- 

Scrvt  the  morals  of  the  people  <of  thk  courKry.'  He  WtfM 

»&  thpie  wbo"  affeded  a*  niG^e^fhan  ordihafj  degree  bf  pSetjj, 

fwh^  they  tlioiight  of  thte  biH  *in  refpedi  of  thfc^aAslt  j^r 

•wdcd  for?  He  i  would- aik  thfem-wfce&er  they  did  not  think' it 

was  in.  inducement  to  pdjurylrira^fty cafes;  and  whether 

it  did  norten*i5i  cat  op  tti6ttA\t^  by'  the  roots  ? 

It  had  beett  coHfidcred'  byjiftoft  men  that  a  le^iflatiVeJ^Mc- 

•tion  (hoakl'tfotgoio  thefdppfelfeGh  6f  the  leffer  virtoieiT^ihong 

yvhtch  ecowamy  wais  cfrrairtly'^  tb^ Be  ranked  ■  btit  thU  bill  pro^ 

hibitedaud  annihilated  Xhele««ftiftf'6ft!iat  viriut  6y>  ftsVctri- 

fpcdiive  operation;  and  biStnd^fe^6ni"eVery  fnan  HSe  tticatis'of 

fneh  neccflkry  tetmWhm^baS««iii^tl^slr.c'ht!s  ihifcitte  te 

cxpenditOK.    •^■•-  •    '■'  '■    :;m{.-i  smrXim  • /.'  ^    r  /Aye    >.      ', 

.    .  With  refpta  10  ihe^dMee^i^  flii^Wffi  Ijte  w^^VcWSdil^ 

that,  if  the  coHeaor«<Mi'rtl^^i^8t?*k'\^Wj  'tflbe  exadlnftd  Sf  thb 

'ter  rftheW^fittfev  a$  they  hki\4yM^^mtik^^^\'ti}tY'wotiM  (ifove 

that  the  tax^«oUnotibec^)ted»dv  Tiit^'iAMM  ^ffthe  Hdtrf^ 

irha(  t1|e|^ha44lve9t}y  ^l^'tJiii^j^lMfit^'t^t  1^'kiid^th^'had 
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told  the  MlinAevdiic  #k«<tiftl]eAtan  wiolFlj^tto  tilifrjitli 

«4  MfMliifor  (Mxible^  irifisv  md:  'fo«r  tidies .  hi'^ifilttdfir  L  Soff 
4h«  ficopM  iwcre  fm  be  id^nbedr uyrif  tfwy^^rmlfeMilirtiiil 
.-nWhfie  Wtfe^hr  w^utJiouiss  loieoilcmn^tiwtdiifamioBgQBrtsii 

Xxxidon  would  prefent  a  fcene  like  Parts  apgntthehtufifeiiiiiin  rf 
•ibAW^tf^^'^UUsfir.  ttf  ibittett  wftpef(tftaAin9J«^  it 
iv>tM  fa^i  tbrotigboiirt  tho^on^im^t.islie  Hooifc  <ieCM»^ 
moo^  bad.  oo^  fyea^Hfh^  wbaiovfer  wi tfa  .iia  eanAfaKiegl»i  ^aiMl  it 
wouU  M  a^rioua  thing  ^  fi}^  9.Mt  fpftfa  i>]r  a  Uf gcii^ajoriif  ^ 
the  Houli  of  Comiaoi>&-¥fbi99  tJie^fieop^e  Mrare^iutaiiiiMgl 
agaixift  it.  It  would  fl)e^ii|090leftibiy  tkcite  ii:vmP%nHMm 
ill  feelings  inteeefts  betwe«i|^t)ir  pcopkoliEn^mAMd'tbam: 
4ilrhp;^:e  termed  their  repr^fcpiit^iivf^^.  ,< ,.  Arn^r  ten    -rrr 

This  was  a  meafure  too  intaided  by  the  Minift^,|p;feti;R 
to  the  eocmy  xb%  enei^  and  extent  of  our  <  rfjbqofi^.  h^^^^ftU 
remtnibered  the  fpeech  frooa  the  Chaaceilor  of  the^  Ej^dkcffi^ 
upon  the  fubje£lof  finance,  in  Dec  1795^  he  rexaaol^apt 
well  too  that  of  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ^aJtW^c^  tht 
latjtjer  of  Whom  wifely  and  warmly  faid  that  the  FreiuU  .n^fi9. 
bleeding,  bat  that  our  wounds  were  but  ik\^Ji^}  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  exclaimed,  'VXliat  tbt  Frei^lv 
could  only  fupport  their  prefent- fyftcm  by  a.wre(lo£  pcopnty 
and  a  requiCtion  of  men ;  a  fyflem  tfiat  could  oaly  ockjiniilt. 
in  defpotilm  and  be  fupport^  by  terror/'  A  reQiflj&4ioo  oTrnfea 
waa  not  indeed  the  obje£{  of  the  prefent  hill,  W  we  bad>lnri 
hiUa  enough  for  that  purpofc^  But  a  confifcat  k>^'  of  piopeny 
9Q  the  alG:(^ation  of  the  falfeft  criterion  ln)a^i.'^ble.  wa&hia 
avowed  and  determinate  objed.  Take  the  rij^Kthprnninible 
pentiemian^s  own  defcriptiori  of  thatfortoffyftcfi^l'which'coQld' 
only  oHgiiiare  in  derpotifm  and  he  fupported  hy  terrpr« 

It  was  fijdthat  men  might  borr^ow  to  pay  this  duty ;  what^, 
when   the  funds  give  fii  per  cent?    Qibes  faid  .niofl  curw 
oufiy  there  is  a  benefit  from  the  depreciated  ftate  of  the  public, 
credit  of  the  ftock^  becauTe*  men  may  nj^re  cafitybormw  on' 
perfonal  fecurity ;  a  nbialite  bej^<:&t;!  ruin  the  country  and  yoa' 
will  borrow  as  cafily  asfottn^rlju  .'It  Was  ibmethifig  like  what 
they^fjiidto  the  balWl  bcSvi^rs,  whfen^the  fon^JuSs  werefiift' 
cmplowfl  on  the  Thames,  TheVicompfajnedtheVy^^ 
.(3m'  or  employment  ^nd  %reatf^;  ihcjf^%erc^tbi3'fey  a^iirit 
flian  Aey  bad  tiothiiiB  Xxjh  49'Wto  irbmiaft  fti<jiijt  i»<d  ^ 


ll^1nr0^d.I^llCbtelthem»}A'tIlei^  ' 

.  ^Thtte  ¥M7«iiollM»t  f€iat  in .  whkh  lie  ^iswttC  tbife  iibjeQ^ 
alvi tfaiA  w«^.tb^<bgM(!Df  jtffiafiiMirwhiafa  the  people  i^i  this 
coeiitty  ivonUreUen  f6f)tl^jc(XOQUem.cei^ttti)ion«fiiitoit 
cbiifitry^  "if  thfe  biU^pdEsd..  Ife  trembled  rwheci  Hre^aitetDiR^d 
folate  thetrflotnt.'SbBft]Uthis;aneafi(^«;  as  it»  his  cbtifckt)<!e' 
ho'belmedit  wtrnM/raKefBtb-JiteiftflR^  «f  tbtr.  peo^e 
fsonr  the  oxtflbitrionifdft^thit  rQtotftiyr  i*  mxiM  ^h«K  fifore 
afatcmin^'thdii  odK  the  itlNWtsrof /ifnv^fioa  we  harte^efeir  yiet 
beevnieiUMzmt'Whhv' w  i--ir.4 -jylil '-.i-v. ».  .»>,;//-•-,...• 

^  ^1  the  ibifobicf^  the  MildtMble  ouCdbkf  -of  fh^pfr^ine 
dtnaFiil'  hour;  ae^re^&k>mivh«x:otidua  and  xatAnhMzHitttf 
thofeflMredc  sHi  iiKra(Mlt>te^  Miniitefs.  We  h^d  bt^iV^ludM 
if^rcfsM^^i^rfkd'Wkv  by  dioeM  and  aktrms>  ^Bi^d^^d  to 
fopfK»tt'it>4>yietttpiff0ltinidf^,  tttid 'dectainan>ry  jafgtm,  THis 
MMntl^  hitWiff  thdtc  tnetncfaMe  wonb  of  ihe  right  Tionoar^ 
aWte  (i«mfe4l^toV^llfi(Wioai  fhth^f ,  at  a  feriod  too  when  our 
Dttional  burthen  had  not  reached  i^eair  a  fourth  bf  Its  pfefent 

tfK^htfd^.^i'"'^^-  *•••■■•.      •     "     ■[ 

'^TWeSM<^f^*ad^madfe  cmhim  aft  imprcfUotiTic  cbtHd  not 
eafiijr  ^f^ir^-^aHhough  it  was  Idng  fince  he  had  read  them. 
With  theM^hc  rhouJd  cohdndfe  hi^  fpeckYt—  ' 
'  <»  W^  We'  MFtt^d  ouvMvti  (faitNhat  grrtttnan)^  td  be 
dettSved  by  painics  atid  founds':  fhc  bakmq^df  pow^r,  the 
Rberty  of  Etttoj^e,  i  corimftn  'tratife,  and  'manjr  t^ore  fuch 
eipr^fl!oa^9  li^fthout  anyt)thcVmeanfng  than  toeihauft  our 
weaHhy  cobfttrpc  the  profits 'bf  bur  tradCy  atid  load  our  poftc- 
rSy  with  tntcAdrzhU  burtfiTciA.  : 

*^  None  but  a  nation  that  h'd* loft  aU  figns  of  virfllty  would 
fuffer  itfdf  ib^befdVreatedi';;  '  * 

'  Dh.  itffitr^r^'Taid,' that; after  th'q  two  Ichrntd  Chancclfofs 
of  the  E3c'ehei|u<*ir  Whom  the  Honfe  had  heard  that  iiig;ht ; 
onje  (Mr.Sim«<m)Jn  a  fpcech  thai  tktly  balanced  between  both 
iide^,of  the  St&ftionj  proporing  a  hew  plan,  which. was  liable 
tp  every  tSSj^ion  ur^ed  againft  t!^e  prcfent  bilj,  and  nwny 
inore  ;  the  olhcr  (Mr^  fek'yll)iinder taking  to  (hew  the  total 
ignorance  of  the  prcft nt  Chkpccllorof  I'hi:  Exchequcj-jprevery 
branch  of  poluical  aconi;my,  fcy  a  declamatrofl  gPjng  back 
'to  the  fpcccjies  of  his  father.  305^  mingled  tip  with  every 
thing  but  an  e^ainwJtiun -of  the  bj(U  itfelf ;  he  feared  that 
a  profeffkmjil  fDao,  little  tjiiaKfrct^^^as  h^  ifiyfi  alwayf  )be  to 
fpcak  op  a,ftib}e^  of  finance^  QMlanot  expe£k.a  very  fa- 
vourable *iMjtf;{y5^v  (f  therefore  p^  l^ad  r^f^-n,  it  w»s  merely 
from  a  fe|aie..ojr  4t;;y  u  this  awfiiJI^  jv^mc  of  our  fortune 


for  gloty  or  for  flmne,  far  fafitty  or.  forinuAt;.  a^  junfioM. 
lif bkli'  iQ  bj$  mind  Aip9rfisded<eiwry  perfonal  <Kiiifidfl!Bitioit^ ' . 
.  Thebill^  in  the  i^r^mUe  pf  H,  profefled  tolMftvfwMMl. 
on  the  extraordUiaiy  crifiB  of  ithe  coiintrjr*  wbi^li*  required.- 
cxtiaDrdiiiAry  effarli.    But. how  had  it  been  oenftaady  a#A 
gued  on  the  other  Sde ^    A9  i^f  ?w^^  weve  in  thu  oAKnary  fittiir . 
ation  of  »  cofMiaoo  war»  «s,if  ^&  was  an orAkwry  meaftim. 
of 'revenue :.  BJnd  this  he  thougIiit<a  jfiaUaoy?which  had  r»»<- 
thr9Ugh  every:thing  Cud  m  opj^ition.  to  it.    Tlie  ciugeAcy 
of  the  time  had  been  neither  adoutted  aor  deniM>  but  WM^ 
wholly  kept  oik  of  fight.    Hotthoughti  oo  the  contrary* 
that  throughout  their  deliberatioxtl  and/  difcuflfions*   thef  * 
fliould  lor  ever  keep  before  theiir  eyes  the  cincumfttoces  oif 
the  monkent  to  yirhtch  the  meafuie  was.  intended  to  apply. 

What  then  was  the  political  oeccflity  i     For  that  natu-.- 
raUy  came  iirA  undpr  confideration.  He  (hould  be  as  willing  • ' 
as  any  man  to  go  at  any  length  upon  an  enquiry  into(  tbto* 
original  ]u(lice  of  the  war.   But  fuch  an.  enquiry  was  neithev  . 
regular  nor  poflible  on  that  day.     He  fliould  theref/ire  limit ->' 
bimfelf  to  wtelt  had  pafled,  to  (hew  the  real  char ie&fir  of  tha . 
war*  ftnce  the  commencement  of  the  prefent  feflido.   Wttiiw  * , 
out  examining  the  whole  train  of  the  late  negociation»  thus 
much^wasiclear,  that  it  was  broken  ofF  by  the  French  with 
ademand^  that  we  (bouki  as  a  preliminary  fubfcribe  to  their 
laws  and  their  treaties.   And  what.fort  of  treaties  ?     Full  of 

fecret  articles  which  they  had  never  communicated  to  us ^  • 

Was  there. any  man.  in  this  country  who  had  ever  ventured ta 
.ftate  fuch  a  demand  as  admiflible  ?  Would  it  not  be  a  direA 
furrender  of  our  independence  f  What  then  followed  this 
infolent  demand?  A  proclamationf  in  which  the  Diredory 
promifes  that  the  Great  Nation,  as  they  now  commonly  ftyle 
France,  will  avenge  the  uiliverfe  by  a  deicent  upon  this 
ifland.  Their  Army  of  England  is  to  di£Ute  terms  of  peace 
in  London.!  Here»  wherever  this  pleafant  intelligencd  was 
obtained,  they  are  ^to  find  as  auxiliaries  the  w^de  iriifa  ' 
nation  ;  here  they  are  to  find  thofe  thoufaods  of  generous 
men  wbahave  Aruggled  Co  long  for  (what  he  never  wonld 
call,  though  others  might}  a  parliamentary  reform ;  and  here 
alfo  they  are  to  find  thafe  innumerable  mechanics  whom  the 
contimiaote  of  the  vmar. reduces  te  mifery.  He  had  feeiv, 
in  a  fubfequent  papar,  a  laving  claufe  of  indemnity  for  the 
glorious  Oppofiiion^  who  had  fo  long  fpoken  and  voted  (or 
peace.  He  mentioned  this  for  the  fake  of  ddeiafing  \C\% 
con&ientious  perfuafion  that  it  was  a*.  gtofi^catteMy  and- . 

8t;':i    *  libci 
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WhaAi||iMif^oOtlifi[iaf)oAf^2iCr4tfu€(^  it  #iA^tth)etteteidr^ 

las' lately  tMoeh  pliKoatPUtiiq  ' 'A '^iuation(#0M'^ht 

CodiiiAimei  d' J**^'^  ^^^^'^y^  *PP^*^^^^  ^t^*^  influx 
cnc^'4tf  titii  ]di#eaH>ry:,>i«»'brciiightffdr«raM  to^decfMidth^ 

of  fin^^fi^i)  w^bn  (kt^  ftop  ftx^'biiie^^d  th^mfeWes  lo  bd 
the  orgiui  o(  ,tM  ^nernhani^  af  ^'foris.  How  far  they  wefe 
iik€tif< to  be  foiodknowkdged^  dr  the  loan  to  be  filled,  Hd 
flioKiUiciot  tfOubiehinircllPto'CotijeAiire.  0.ir  buiinefs  was 
withiube'  feHtiuaiuits  whiob 'thtj^th^n  docbred.  Ami'what 
wa6'one>DfiTke\ciifpe^iMput6d>to!Engla{)dv  by  theDtroAo^r 
Barros'?  --Whryx/iiiv,  that  through  her  insinuations,  France 
haditetto  «c!iK&d:of -^lor  fttftauiii^  tbfs  war  for  the  objeft  df 
cxurtiding  and  pi^fervlng  coiTimefoe.  Will  then^ati  bon^r^ 
able  Baronet  (Sir  F..  Biiidett)  conritadta  'ttie  Citizen  Prefi* 
dent,  by  pecfiSin^'todenominaii^  this  a'iibevMide^er,  a 
wat  ti^pievent  the  elUblifhinent  of  a  wife  and  frugal  gb^ 
vemmeat?  in  Proaee  ?  It  was  admified  on  that  oo(^loti  by 
ou^euemks^  tkat  they  do  not  believe  til  to  leek  their  de* 
ftrttflioii,)  bur  they  loudly  produiraed  that  they  will  not  fuffer 
us  to  eitenrife  ^k^  they  defcribe  as  the  lyranmy  of  the  Teas  ; 
theooeao  -(tfaey*tcdi:iis)icughi  ro  carry  their  glory,  ihcir  arts, 
andinduftry  toMt  part*  of  the  wtnid,  and  would^  groan  to  be 
■fubje£ted'to  a  frwvproiid  iflandertf;  all  the  merchai^ts  of 
France  ixav^  lotijpabi/cruelinjbricsto  revenue,  and  wilt  burn 
to  fiiy  <^  we ^vr alicx given ourbiow«*'.  This  pretended  ty^ 
ranny  of  £8!>glihdraven:the:|eas  isi  iyow- the^  burden  of  their 
fong;  CO  laUrEjurafCr  wbik  tsheyar^iakniag  a  death-blow  at 
our.  naval  ppia«r  iV^nd  in«a  pkp^r  |>oblffted  <inde^  the  patrons- 
age  of  die  Due£iQry(H(be  ha4  {(i'.die^ilel&evedy.  m  his  pocket, 
but  wauld.noC'tf4«bloBfbe(ttotifa|with  ceading  \i\)  hie  had 
feen  the  faine  deadly  hatreddaoBpcaffiidin'Aill  iJno^e  furioi^a>nd 
unmanaged  lefats.  Tien-a^  asfitttovbariiy  afnd  tTeafof|6/4t 
was  iaid,'agaiaft'ihiiiy  natiidsqppfcled  and  fcoarged  hf  the 
audacity  of  a  ikigle'peoplej(bi>w  tbefagesor  the  aiations  were 
reckoned  heiiid  aot  ktu>wv)'Wete>to>binow.vifitedion  our 
devoted  headi*.'  He  had^ac«Aaiiilysiio  ibecourffr  of  his  pro- 
.   Vol.  I.  1798  3  S  fcifion, 
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feffion,  read  much  upon  the  futycft,  and  if  tiieiioii0iiiyrf» 
.  Baronet  or  any  other  pf  rlbii  of  his  fentimcatt,  that  dand  to 
call  bimrdf  an  Engli(b9»a&«  would  mamtatn  lUs  alfi»»  as 
iqgDy  of  them  dp  maintaio  the  other  ia|urioiis  afperftMO 
perpetually  throw-out  from  the  fame  quarter  againft  r*~-*^ 
country  :  Dr.  Laurence  Caid».  be  would  undertake  to  f 
that  never  did  any  nation,  poflefllng  marithoe  power^ 
ciie  it  with  fo  much  fyftejnatic  ienity  as  England  at  aU  i 
had  done. 

But  the  ambition  of  our  enemies  haanaw  diiDwn  off  aU 
difgiufe.  They  have  declared  againft  the  naiMd  power,  'die 
^oniUtution,  and  the  people  of  England,  an  mierhetimg  wrv^ 
which  no  man  in  this  country  ever  declared  againft  Franos; 
though  fome  men  early  thought  that  the  priaciples  of  theli' 
revolution  would  infallibly  make  it  thattwar  which  they  have 
now  avowed  it  to  be.  Their  view  from  the'b^ginoing  was 
to  break  in  pieces  the  fyftem  of  Europe,  which  has  evcf  bclea 
principally  preferved  by  theGermao  empire  andGsreniBritata;. 
They  feared  at  firil  to  provoke  a  conieft  withboth^'th^wtllM* 
ed  to  begin  with  that  which  was  the  weaker,  andal  their  own 
door.  They  tried  every  art  to  prevent  the  King>  of  Pmfia 
from  joining  the  Emperor,  and  afterwards  to  detack  Mitt 
from  that  alliance.  On  his  retreat,  growing  bold  with  flic* 
cefsy  they  ventured  upon  hoftilities  with  this  countrr,  and 
they  now  hope  that  they  have  an  opportunity  of  cniihiag  us 
for  aver,  fo  as  to  prevent  us  from  appearing  again  at  the 
head  of  any  confederacy  for  vindicating  the  libcirties  of  £a* 
rope.  They  would  (Irike  at  our  empire  through  odr  com- 
merce,  knowing  them  mutually  to  fupport  each  other,  and 
they  would  annihilate  our. conllitution  as  the  foundation  of 
both. 

Such  was  in  his  jiidgment  the  political  ncceffity  for  prole«> 
cutingthewar  with  vigour.  .  It  was  next  to  be  coniidegM, 
what  is  the  pecuniary  ncceHlty  for  adoptir^  this  new  mode 
of  railing  the  fupplies,  if  not  ivithin  the  year^  yet  in  as  (hart 
ntime.a^poffible,  without- funding: any  conddinble  part,  fo 
as  to  become  an  additional  bucden  to  the  common  flock-* 
maal^i  »  On  this  branch  of  the  quefiion,  we  fliould  newt 
forget  what  bad  been, the, nefources  of  the  French  Republic 
for  c^jyiug.i^n  her  proje^c^  of ^aoibition ;  jefoorces  incaku* 
Ubln  before  the  experioKQnt,  becaufe  they  were  fuoh  as  never 
w^fe«  and  oi^ver  can  be,  p^etied  by  any  regular  government. 
T|tey  made  by  theirronftitution  every.cUiaen  a  foldier,  and 
by  fubfequcnt  laws  fubjei^led  alU  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to 

five 
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fiye  asdl  thirty^  li^bo^  upofi  pubHc  reqtiifition  did  not  aAu- 
alljr  join  the  armf,  to  be  capltatty  puniOied  as  deretters. 
To  drive  Satwmmi  this  vaft  machitif ,  they  pofleffed  them- 
fcdves  o£  alli  the  propn^  oi  the  kingdom  ;    they  feizei 
t>a.  ninetytnine  pans  in  a  hundred  of  all  the  landed  eftates  i  - 
they-  had  all  tbe^doniainft  of  the  Crown ;  they  had  nearly  all 
the  pioperty  of  eifery  kind  belonging  to  the  nobility  and 
gpfXry^  whom,  they  profchbed>  mr.^acred,  or  forced  into 
exile ;  they  had  all  the  glebe  of  the  church,  and  ev^en-  the 
laads.fettled  for  themamtenance  of  bofpitals^  amd  other  cha- 
rHtfUe  iftfiittnaoiis.  *  When  this  great  mafs  began  to  fail/ 
tbeyieized  at'piea&ire  on  the  produce  of  the  farmers  to  fup- 
fAy  their  armies  4  they  laid  their  hands  on  the .  gcxxls  of  the 
mamifacflurera  »d  merchants,  paying  for  them  at  an  arbi- 
twwy  valuation,  hy  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  and  carried 
on  the  trade  of  the  country  for  the  profit  of  the  (late  ;  a  fa^ ' 
tkai./appeacBd  on  the  documenfs  of  (hips  which  had  been  ' 
taken*    At  the  £uBe  time  th^y  arrefted  all  the  principal 
bcailkers^  /compelled  them  to  prodiKre  their  books,  and  give' 
biUi  of  exchaiige  for  every  (hilling  ivt  to  them  from  th^ir 
f 9rCiign  jcorrofpondents.    He  knew  a  family  which  without 
being  at  any  time  fufpefled,  fo  as  even  ro  be  imprifoned,  <mt 
of  ieveitti  hundred  thoiifand  pounds,  retained  only  twenty. 
thpufand,,  which  precious  relick  was  fectired  to  them  in  this 
country  by  the  fortunafe  operation  of  the  Traiteirous  Corre*-' 
fpondeace  bill.    Yet  notwithftanding  thefe  heaps,  accumu^ 
lated  by  every  fort  of  rapine  and  injuftice,  they  had  a  taxa* 
tion  the  inoft  grinding  and  oppreflive  that  ever  was  inveiited, 
X^nded  proprietors  paid  one-Axth  of  their  net  income,  with . 
twenty^hfe  per  cent,  upon  tliat^  befides- taxes  upon  tlirir 
houfes,  horfes,  carriages,  and  fervants.  He  (hould  afterwatcts' 
Ivive  oQcafion  toffaite  the  burthens  which  the  wife  and  frugal 
government  of  the  honourable  Baronet  had  laid^  moft  anala- 
goiis  to  thofe  of  the  prefent  bill. 

When  vire  had  to  meet  fo  formidable  a  ftrength  of 
cycry  kind,  not  to  mention  the  enhanced  price  ot  efery 
article,  it  could  not  be  a  matter  of  furprile,  if  our  ex- 
penditure had  been  fwelled  beyond  the  amoimt  of  an/  former 
war;  and.  withontimeaning  to  give  any  opinion  o»  the  details, 
whether  in  thcoi  there  fa»l  been  profuAqn  or  oeconooiy,  he^ 
thought  that  thex^ircumftancesor  thecon.teft  itfelf,  would 
fiiificiently 'aecountin  general  for  the  rapid  accumulation  of 
o^ir  public  debt.  •iHappHy  the  war  found  us  with  as  unexam- 
pkyl  an  aequmubMon  of  .floating  capital :  and  from  that  ftock,- 
'-.J  "  3S2  and 
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and  from  the  annual  increafeiipon  it^Mrhile  nnany  million^had 
been  expenrfed  in  improving  the  foil,  arid  facrlhatipg  the  in- 
knd  navigation,  fiar  beyond  what  had  been  dene  in  siny  fotmer* 
j^eriod  of  equal  duration  ;  while,  equally  beyond  all  prece* 
dent,  the  value  of  our  exports  had  -rifen  no  lef$  thannxmit- 
lions ;  we  had  funded  in  four"  years,  iip  to  the  end  of  1796,^ 
about  one-third  more  than  in  fiv«  years  of  the  Amerkaii 
Var.  What  then  was  the  natural  refillt  of  f hefe  new  mod 
mighty,  but  indifpenfable  efforts  ?  The  Jrricfe  of  our  fafedt 
had  fubfided  a  little  below  the  mark  to  which  they  had  fot;* 
merly  funk  in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1781  ;  bcldw  that  poi|it 
which  was  the  higheft  level  of  the  general  nwney  market,  when 
thepnblic  fecuricies  afford  an  intereft  ju(t  equal  to  that  above 
which  tHe  laws  of  the  country  do  not  allow  private  perfons  to 
advance.  In  this  (late  of  things  another  heavy  loan  was 
found  inevitable,  and  in  confequence  of  this  addhiooai  jpref- 
fure,  joined  lothe  political  events  of  the  continent^  the  rends 
had  been  lowered  to  a  price  which  had  now  begun  aduaiiy 
to  edablifli  that  monopoly  of  borrowing  by  oovernflient, 
wbidh  an  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman,*  on  a  former 
ntght,  had  incorreftly  ftated  to  have  exifted  for  two  yoars 
paft.  The  cfftA  was  now  fcnfibly  felt  throughout  the  land- 
ed, the -commercial,  iind  the  manufaduring  interefts  of  the 
country.  If  the  difadvantage  ihould  continue  i/nder  which 
every  individual  who  wanted  to  borrow  money  at  prefent  la- 
boured, ftill  more  if  it  (hould  be  augmented  by  a  new  loan 
being  brought  in  the  ufual  way  into  the  market,  mortgages, 
bonds,  private  fecurities  of  every  kind  would  be  called  in ;  the 
dtfpofition  of  monied  capital  would  be  every  where  unfettled; 
the  whole  floating  wealth  of  the  nation  would  be  poured 
through  one  channel  into  the  vaft  refervoir  of  the  public  debt. 
And  this  evil  would  be  more  quickly  perceived  now  than  it 
would  hane  been  at  any  former  period,  from  the  increafed 
faith  of  the  pec  pic  in  government  fecurities,  fincc  the  funds 
had  flood  (b  many  (hocks  which  had  been  prediSed  to  be 
fatal  to  them ;  and  from  the  greater  extent  of  our  banking 
fyftcm  and  paper  credit,  by  which  the  favings  of  avarice  are 
brought  into  circulation  and  adlivity,  but  which  in  confe- 
quence of  that  very  extent^  if  they  are  effentially  aileded  ift 
any  one  part,  are  more  eafily  deranged  in  all,  becaufe  there 
do  not  remain  behind  the  fame  private  hoards  which  may  bt 


•  Wc  believe,  Mr»  NicholUr— EjDiToa. 

drtfggedi 


Jaii.  3.]        WOODFALL^S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.  49j^ 

dragged  forward  to  Aipply  any  unexpeQed  emergency.  It 
ivafr  this  which  (truck  his  mind  much  more  forcibly  than  any 
Jofs  to  the  ftatc  from  borrowing  on  ufurious  terms,  or  tho 
injury  which  the  prcfcnt  ftock-holdeVs  would  fuffer  from  the 
cleterioration  of  their  property  ;  this,  in  his  opinion,  if  wc 
perfevered  in  the  old  mode  of  funding,  would  bring  much 
more  ferious  inconvenience  and  confuflon  to  the  affairs  of 
ali  clafles,  than  any  fuppofed  hardfhip  of  the  prefent  bill ; 
and  he  trufied  that  he  (hould  l^ve  with  him  on  this  occafion, 
all  thofe  who  lad  year  thought  the  public  debt  to  be  the  beft 
and  moft  formidable  ally  of  the  French  republic.  He  did 
npt  like  abftrad  propofitions  in  politics ;  he  neither  approved 
nor  condemned  the  funding  fyflem  univerfally.  He  confider- 
ed  it  wife  to  avail  ourfelvcs  of  it  while  we  fairly  might ;  he 
ihould  confider  it  equally  wife  to  have  recourfe  to  it  again, 
when  from  a  temporary  ccffation,  and  the  efFefi  of  the  fink- 
ing fund,  it  had  recovered  the  true  level. 

in  what  manner  tlicn,  were  the  immediate  exigetKies  of  the 
Hate  u>  t>e  met  by  an  adequate  provifion  ?  As  the  fupplies 
were  to  be  raifcd,  in  point  of  p/inciple,  within  the  year,  or  in 
fa£l,  within  as  fliorc  a  time  beyond  the  year  as  was  pofTible,  con- 
fiftently  with  the  reafonable  cafe  of  the  (ubje£t,  he  conceived 
that  they  fhould  be  drawn  not  from  property,  but  from  income. 
Now  what  were  the  different  kinds  of  incon^e?  That  which 
arifes  from  landed  cflates,* — from  money  vefted  injpublic  or  pri- 
vate fecurities — from  money  employed  in  trade  and  commerce 
—or  from  induftry  and  fkill^  whether  employed  in  occupations 
that  principally  exercifc  the  body,  the  hand,  or  the  mind; 
though  an  honourable  and  learned  Gentleman  to  whom  hcliad 
.before  alluded,  in  fpcaking  on  this  fubjeft  the  other  night,  ra- 
ther unkindly  forgot  the  profcffion  which  he  had  relinquiihed? 

There  could  be  no  douht  that  in  raifing  a  contribution  upon 
income,  which  was  the  true  nature  of  the  prefent  meafure, 
the  preffiire  of  the  bo'nhcn  fhould  be  diffdfcd  as  equally 
f  over  all,  as  a  regard  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  community 
would  permit.  Bvit  here  occurred  the  great,  and  in  his  niind, 
the  infuperable  difficulty.  Without  recurring  to  France,  th«^ 
hiftory  of  our  own  country  furni(hed  fufficicnt  materials  to 
guide  our  judgment.  In  the  LSng  Parliament,  thofe  men, 
whofe  early  conduft  certainty  <5cferved  approbation,  however 
he  might  deteft  the  fcngths  to  which  they  were  afterwards  car- 
ried, Jhad  recourfe  to  a  voluntary,  which  they  foon  convert- 
ed into  a  forced,  contribution,  of  no  lefs  than  one  fifth  of  every 
man's  income  throughout  the  realm,  for  the  fnpport  of  their 
Vnjuft  war  agalnfl'  the  Kihg ;  then  came  a  demand  of  a  twen- 
'  tietl^ 
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ticth ;  then  came  the  amount  of  one  day's  cnea|  ii)  a  week  i  . 
then  came  ▼arious  other  vexations,  till  the  v/holf:  ended 
in  the  moft  corrupt  and  rapncious  tyranny^  under  which  itsU 
country  ever  groaned.  On  .the  other  hand,  under  Wilhaia 
the  Third,  when  a  general  contribution  was  attempted,  by  the 
meaforein  which  originated  the  prefent  Land-tax  BUI,  what 
inas  the  confe^uence  ?  Perfonail  property,  as  well  as  real,  wa* 
fabjefted  to  tt^hat  could  never  be  levied  on  the  former,  though 
trie  Commons  of  that  day,  who  are  ufuilly  thought  to  have  heca 
neither  deficient  in  a  knowledge  or  a  love  of  try e  liberty,  did  not 
conCder  the  principle  as  arbitrary  and  unconftitutional;  for  then,^ 
as  one  ofthem  obferved  on  occafion  of  fome  warm  debates, "  they 
diflfered  as  to  theii*  ways,  but  all  agreed  in  keeping  out  the  French.  , 
In  truth,  it  was  imprafticable  to  find  any  i  ule  of  aijfolute  equali- 
ty between  diflFcrent  cfaflres,and  diflferent  individuals  of  the  fame 
cbfs,  without  compelling  a  direft  difclofurc  in  the  firft  in* 
ftance,  which  was  in  itfelf  an  aft  of  a  very  harfh  nature^  and 
fcarcely  to  be  warranted  by  any  imaginable  extrcniity  in  a 
comttiercial  country.  There  was  no  other  expedient,  whefe 
a  great  contribution  was  recjuifite,  than  to  apportion  it  by, 
fome  vifiblfe  and  voluntary  (landard  (or  rather  many  qoncur- 
ling  ftafndards)  of  income,  and  to  give  fubfequent  relief,  where 
that  flandard^  Ihould  be  (hown  to  be  incorrcdl :  and  that>  as  he., 
viewed  rt,  was  the  true  defcription  of  the  prcfcnt  bill. 

Of  what  nature  was  the  oppofitioTi  to  this  bill  ?     What 
were  the  exceptions  taken  againft  it  ?  One  faid  it  was  a  contri- 
bution on  property  ;  another  that  it  was  a  tax  upon  income;  a 
third  declared  againft  it  as  a  tax  upon  induftry,  and  a  fourth 
called  it  downright  confifcation.     At  one  time  it  was  objefted, 
that  it  would  lean  too  much  on  the  lower  orders  of  fociety ; , 
tken,  on  looking  nt  the  exemptions  and  abatements,  h  was  found  ' 
that  the  middling  ranks  would  be  moft  aggrieved  ;  and  now 
fince  rile  new  modifications,  that  the  rich  would  too  miich  fuffer.  ' 
He  had  fecn  itargued  in  popular  writings,  that  the  pcx>r  would, 
pay  nothing,  and  the  rich  too  little,  and  yet  both  the  rich  and 
the  poor  would  be  ruined  ;   that  non -con fumption  agreements  * 
ihould  be  recommended,  that  non-^on fumption  agreements 
wcrfc  tQ  be  feared^  and  that  nrtftKortfuiiipcion  agreemertts  were 
imprafticable.    The  opponcfUd  (!]|f  the  meafure  feemed  to  be 
throwing  forth  arguments  tof.  p»ery  fort  to  fuit  different  taftes,;  ' 
in  hopes^that  fome  oiightfUcoeody  though  many  inore  might 
iail:  they  wfite  firing  mndoiia^iot ;  it  was  fufficient  if  one  hit 
2,  weak  place,  thougli  hundreds  rqight  -traverfe  each  other  in 
every  dirpdiion  and  fail  on  every  fide  of 'the  mark.     One  ho- 
fiourabU  gentleman  who»  he  believed^  was  bred  b  the  law,  and 

profelibd 
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profcfied  to  have  a  general  retaiocr,  fccmed  to  him  to  have  very 
niuch  weakened  iheautboifity  of  bis^ciients.  .  He  had  orig^oal^ 
ly.defcribed  tliom  a$  poor  retail-. traders,  unaf)Ie  to  bear  the  ad* 
ditional  load  of  thia  cotitribution  ;  but  no  fooaer  had  the  modi* 
fications  been  intimated,  than  he  changed  bis  tone,  and  £iid« 
that  though  his  conftituents  might  not  diredly  foflci;,  9II  their 
cuftomers  of  an  higher  order  would  be  ruined ;  at  tl^  fg^vt^  timc^ 
not  pretending  any  authority  from  thofe  cuftomers  who  muft 
live  amongft  his  clients,  to  make  any  fuch  repreientation  of 
their  apprehenfions.     For  hi$  own  part.   Dr.  Laurence  faid, 
he  rcfpedted  every  chk  of  the  people  alike,  according  to  their 
feveral  means  of  information,  but  he  looked  to  each  with  con- 
fidence only  for  the  knowledge  of  their  own  particular  grie van* 
CCS ;  he  flioulJ  always  hear  with  very  diminifted  fatis£iAion« 
thoic,  whoever  they  might  be«  who  took  under  their  protoAicH 
others  that  did  not  complain  for  themfclves ;  and  he  hadobferv* 
cd  with  peculiar  gratiiication,  that  they  who  wore  fuppofed 
more  efjK-cially  to  reprcfent  the  higher  claffcs  of  focicty  in  that 
Houfe,  had  been  leaft  adverfe  to  the  bill.     The  country  was 
by  no  means  fo  unanimous  againft  it,  as  had. been  forever  af* 
fumed  on  the  other  fide,  efpecially  fiiice  the  modifications  had 
been  known  ;  on  the  contrary  he  had  received  .private  accounts 
on  which  he  could  depend,  that  whole  neighbounhoods  hiKl  been 
reconciled  to  it,  and  many  more  admitted  in  general  the  nccef- 
fity  of  the  times,  and  the  wifdom  of  meeting  that  neceflitjr 
with  vigorous  meafures.     Another  learned  Gentleman  who 
had  juft  fpoken,  had  called  upon  the  religion  of  an  henoUr* 
able  member,  (Mr,  Wilberforce)  to  oppofe  the  oath*   '  He 
congratulated  his  learned  friend  (as  he  could  onpe  have  called 
him,  and  hoped  he  ftill  might)  on  his  new  piety  ;  but  he  did 
not  think  it  ^uite  candid  or  parliamentary  to  make  fuch  ap-* 
plications  to  the  private  opinbns  of  aliy  indivkjuah     If  the 
learned  Gentleman  had  done  his  duty  in  attending  the  com- 
mittee, he  would  have  heard  the  arguments  which -had  been 
urged  on  thai  head  by  the  honourable  member  to.  whom  he 
alluded,  as  well  as  the  anfwers  which  induced  him,  if  not  to 
retrad,  at  lead  to  itCiA  from  pmfling  his  fcrupleg  againft  tb^ 
fenfe  of  the  majority.    At  an.y  raieit  was  rather  flnguUr  that 
the  topic  (houldbe  renewed  by  »  pnrfcffional  man,  \^o  above 
all  others  muft  have  been  fenHble  inthecourfeof  hh  pradtce 
how  difficult  it  was  with  all  his.abtlity  in  crofs-examitiation^ 
to  keep  any  fufficient  check  upon  fraud,  and  who  might  thercr 
tore  have  been  expeded  to  be  the  laft  man  that  would  propofe 
ihc  removal  of  the  principal  barrier  which  the  wifdom^  the 
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Uw  had  been  able  to  difcovery  and  which  WB$  perpetoally  ap* 
t>lied  in  tranCidioDs  of  £110  inferior  moment. 

The  other  learned  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  who  had 
fpokentfaot  night,  had  alone  aSed  fairly  in  bfFering  hisowtt 
plan  Co  the  Houfe.  Without  examining  whethier  his  mode  of 
aifefling  tradermen  by  tlie  houfe-rent  did  not  exaSUy/all  under 
the  original  obje£lioiis  to  the  bill  itfclf^  it  muft  be  remarked,- 
that  one  great  branch  of  his  fcheme  was  ho  lay  a  ftamp-duty» 
which  he  did  not  think  cootrary  to  |>ablic  fatth,  on  every  tranf- 
fer  of  dock.  Now  the  transferable  quality  of  that  kind  of  go- 
▼cmmcnt-fecttrity-was  one  chief  inducement  to  the  purchafer, 
and  was  always  underdood  by  every  fubfcriber  to  a  ban ;  wtiaf*^ 
ever  therefore  lefTened  it  in  any  degree,  was  in  fo  moch  a  de- 
parture  from  the  implied  engagement  of  the  bargain.  But  sdl 
fides  of  the  Houfe  agreed  that  the  national  faith  ought  tobe  ri« 
gidlykept  in  regard  to  the  (lockholder.  Indeed  a  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  had  actually  objeAed  tothe,prefent  meafur^i 
ss  indireAly  injurious  to  that  faith.  This  feemed»  however> 
to  be  a  little  too  nice.  The  bill  did  not  enter  into  the  details 
of  any  man's  income,  but  took  bis  vifible  expences  about  his 
own  perfon  and  houfehold,  as  a  prelumption  which  he  had 
faimfelf  afforded  of  his  having  foqne  income  or  other  of  a 
€eruin  magnitude  \  nor  if  he  appealed  for  relief,  on  a  (late- 
ment  of  his  income,  was  he  at  all  compelled  to  difclofe  from 
whence  the  diifefent  parts  of  that  income  accrued. 

When  fuch  had  been  the  leading  objedions,  and  fuch  the 
onlf  other  plan  which  had  been  propofed,  Dr.  Laurence 
faki,  he  (hould  not  enter  into  a  minute  examination  of  the 
bill  itfelf.  Its  principle  had  (carcely  been  touched  on  the 
other  fide :  mod  of  the  objedions  not  already  noticed  hf 
hitnt  had  in  fa3  confHded  of  particular  cafes,  which  were 
yeprcfented  as  fo  many  hardfhips  under  the  details  of  the 
bill,  and  which  therefore  fliould  rather  have  been  brought 
forward  in  the  Committee,  though  unfortunately  few  of  the 
obje^FS  had  attended  there,  to  benefit  the  Houfe  by  their 
uifonnation*  Many  modifications,  notwithftanding,  had 
been  infyoduced*  which  fome  might  perhaps  be  inclined  to 
regard  as  deviations  from  the  original  principljc  ;  but  which 
t^  confidered  only  as  better  means  of  carrying  that  principle 
more  fully  and  accurately  into  eiFe6l.  Wherever  it  had  ap-r 
peared  that  the  ftandard  generally  taken  did  not  apply  to  any 
certain  ciafs  of  individuaUy  fo  as  to  afford  a  probable  mea- 
fure  of  their  income,  exemptions  or  abaDements  had  been 
fdlowed  y  iiod  e^ciaUy  the  rate  of  aflel&nent  on  two  large 

clafies 
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dnffts  ia^thics  and  gteat- to^ns^  hid  been  Very  confideraMy- 
moderated.  He  was  not  fnre  that  a  more  precUe  rale,  irt 
fome  fubordkate  parts,  might  not  harve  been  drawn,  but 
he' was  fatbfied  that  the  bill  as  it  noW^ftoodi  would,  upon  the- 
wtiole,  be  more  fevourabk  lo  one  of  tfaofe  hrgA  chitiea  en- 
gaged ift  trade.  Much  of  the  burden  had  be^n^fhifted'from 
them  to  perfons  of  higher  condhion,  and  wifely  tea,,  in  his^ 
qpioion.  They  who  poflefied  only  what  civi)  fociety  hact 
taught  nsto  reckon  antoipg^  neeeffivriesy  coirfd  lefs  bear  to' 
lofe  any  certain' prop^mian,  than  fueh  as  c6uM  comiinand  the 
cortveniences  of  Hfe?  they  whb  had  nothing  beyond  thofe^ 
eonvenienc^s  could  lefff^bmit-tof  any  diminution,  than  fach 
as  enjoyed  tb^  elegancies  of  life  alfo :  and  it  was  a  UMfch  Icfs 
hardfliip  to  pafs  from  an  eftabtHhment  of  luxury  to  an  efta- 
blifbmeht  of  elegance^  tbantd  be  reduced  frofm  what  is  ete-i 
gant  to  what  is  merely  convenient.  There  was  befidc*  ano- 
ther maxim,  of  which  a  ftatefinan  fhdiild  never  lofe  fight :' 
k  b' of  the  Mgheft  expedience  for  the  general  good  of  the 
eommnnityy  to  take  every  method  of  encour^ing  habits  of 
iflduftry,  and  to  proted  them  in  the  firft  fteps  of  acquifititwi  5 
f&t  whatever  is  left  in  fuch  hands,  is  the  fpritig  of  To  mtich* 
more  produdive  weakh  to  the  nation.  He  fhould  thtfrefor^ 
be  better  pleafed  if  the  ^fftA  of  the  alterations  fhould  be 
found  tb  bci  as  he  believed  it  would,  that  very  many  of  that 
defcription  would  rtow  cfcape  lightly,  who  were  able  to  have- 
borne  a  greater  proportion  of  the  weight,  than  if  imderthe 
<friginal  fehenie,  as  many  had  been  obliged  to  ftruggle  v^ith 
too  heavy  a  load.  Did  he  then  ihihk  the  ftandard,  as  it  now- 
had  been  Mjufted,  to  be  abfolotely  perfeft  ?  Certainly  not. 
But  fmall  ^bje^ftiDvis  to  a  great  meafure,  in  a  cafe  of  greafr 
neceflity,  ought  not  to  prevail;  and  if,  confidered  all  together 
ft  was  gobd^  if  it  was  even  better  than  any  thing  pfopofed  to* 
be  fiibftittvtedy  he  vras  bound  to  give  it  his  fnpport.  Wfr 
muft  fotalle  the  charader  of  every  ihing  in  lite,  ftoTtt  the 
general  refi»ft  of  the  whote,  not  from  partial  exccptiVDfns  t 
and  it  was  the  djfefvation  of  an  i»uflrfoi*s  ftateftnanr,  flow- 
no  mtore,  whofe  wiidom  ottfearth  moft  nearly  a-ppYbefchcd 
(if  any  thing  mortal  could  be  faid  if  all  to  approach)  thftt- 
fepremewi^m  wbkh  it  is  now  M%<'et^rnal  happinefs  t<r 
contemplate,  that  aA  ingeiliovte  miiid^'  letting  the  imagin»^ 
l4on  Io€ffe»  might  find  it  tfOt  diflteiitt^^tfe  crittiirctheereatidtir 
itfe»f.  There  wa&^  however,  otie^istetife  ihfefted'by  the* 
Oommittee/  whfkli  ha  eonkt  tm  bttf1o(&fc  tipm  Mttti  excref** 
;  V^irvl.  17^38,-  ^  3T    fli     ."•^•-iri:       ceueo- 
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cence  foreign  to  the  body»  and  injurjioits  to  its  health  :  he 
alluded  to  the  claufe  which  authorifed  a  voluntary  contribu- 
tion. He  thought  this  was  a  little  at  variance  with  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  meafure,  fmce-it  Teemed  to  imply  an  aclmifln>n 
that  the  public  wifdom  of  the  ilate  was  afrer  all  unable  to 
find  a  fufficient  (landard,  and  was  therefore  forced  to  leave  it 
to  the  private  difcretion  of  individuals.  He  feared  too  that  it 
might  give  fcope  to  fome  of  ihc  worft  palTions,  and  teach  men 
to  put  their  hands  in  the  pockets  of  their  neighbours  iuftead 
of  their  own,  by  judging  for  others  what  they  ought  to  con- 
tribute ;  a  difpofition  which  he  had  reafon,  from  his  conre- 
fpondence,  to  think  was  already  beginning  to  inanifeft  itfeit 
in  the  country. 

They  who  differed  from  him  in  their  fentiments  of  the 
bill  would,  he  trufted,  fairly  face  the  exigence  ot  the  times^ 
and  the  queflion  of  that  day.  In  his  opinion  the  quedion 
had  never  been  fairly  put.  We  fhould  not  enquire  whether 
the  reafon  of  the  legiflature,  or  the  nature  of  the  only  crite- 
rion which  could  be  found,  has  favoured  any  of  our'fellow  fub- 
jefts^more  than  ourfelves;  each  man  Ihould  confult  his  own 
duty,  and  ferioufly  a(k  himfelf,  whether  more  is  demanded 
of  him  than  his  (lake  in  the  honour  and  independence  of  his 
country  is  worth  ?  That,  he  contended,  was  the  fair  mode 
of  putting  the  queftion.  Let  the  landed  proprietors  rtrfic;^ 
that  they  were  very  little  able  to  feck  new  means  of  liveH* 
hood  in  any  of  the  ordinary  Occupations,  and  that,  if  forced 
to  fly,  they  do  not,  like  the  Greek  philofopher,  carry  every 
thing  with  them  in  their  own  perfons.  Let  all  of  the  cono- 
mercial  intereft  remember,  that  the  avowed  aim  of  the  ene» 
tny  is  to  annihilate  the  fourc^  of  our  opulence  and  power  in 
OUT  trade.  Let  thofe  from  whom  ou r  enemies  ex pe^S  a  kird 
welcome  to  our  coafts,  beware  in  time,  left  while  they  open 
their  arms  for  the  fraternal  embrace,  they  clafp  the  v^ife  of 
Nabis  to  their  bofoms.  Let  none  of  us  forget  that  the  French 
Diredory  has  opened  a  loan  on  the  credit  of  their  plunder  in  this 
country;  that  they  have  proclaimed  theiV  determination  to  ex* 
uSt  from  us  the  ranfom  of  Europe  and  the  indemnity  of  the 
ivhole  war:  and  that,  to  inflame  the  fpirits  of  their  foldtcrs 
with  the  expectation  of  pillage,  they  almoft  literally  defcribe 
our  ftreets  as  paved  with  gold.  Then  let  any  man  anfwer, 
tvhether  what  he  will  have  to  pay  under  the  prefent  bill  can 
be  more  than  a  feather  in  the  fcale  weighed  againft  that 
which  would  aflbredly  be  extorted  from  nim  if  we  (booU 
now  be  wanting  to  our.  own  juft  defence.     But.  Juppofiiy 
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inftead  of  this,  they  (hould  treat  us  only  as  their  moft  h^ 
loured  allies,  the  Dutch,  whom  they  have  taken  under  their 
prote£lion :  what  has  recently  happened  in  that  Republic 
after  Batavian  refcription  on  refcription  ?  Since  the  glorious 
vidory  for  which  we  lately  offered  up  our  folemn  thanks  to 
the  Almighty  difpofer  of  events,  they  have  laid  a  direil  taK 
of  one  eighth  part  on  all  the  property  of  the  nation.  Sup- 
pofe  ftill  more,  fuppofe  there  may  be  righteous  men  enough 
found  in  this  kingdom  to  intercede  for  us,  and  pacify  the 
refentment  of  the  great  nation ;  fuppofe  that  wc  obtain  as 
good  terms  as  the  people  of  France  ;  let  us  look  at  that  wife 
and  frugal  Government  which  the  honourable  Baronet  feems 
to  regret  that  we  have  not  imitated  here.  He  did  not  meaa 
to  adduce  any  novel  opprcfiion  under  the  prefent  free  Confti-* 
tution,  or  any  exploded  inftance  from  the  reign  of  Robef- 
pierre ;  he  would  refer  to  that  fyftem  of  taxation  which  had 
been  preferred  by  all,  but  which  had  been  the  fayourite  work, 
of  the  firft  AflTembly,  who  undertook  to  realife  the  dreams  of 
the  economiftf;,  and  aftonift>the  world  with  a  faultlefs  mon- 
fter  of  perfeflion.  In  the  prefent  tyrannical  bill,  all  who. 
are  not  now  aflTcded  one  pound  a  year  to  the  houfe  and  win* 
dow  taxes,  are  wholly  exempted  ;  but  under  the  wife  and  fru- 
gal government  of  France  th#re  is  no  exemption  whatever  to 
the  poorcft.  The  man  who  pays  four  and  nine^pence  half« 
penny  to  the  Houfe  Tax,  and  whofe  whole  income  they 
eftimate  only  at  eight  pounds  a-year,  pays  no  lefs  than 
fcven  and  eleven- pence  to  a  permanent  contribution  on  per- 
fonal  property,  eflimated  by  the  houfe  rent.  He  who  there 
pays  four  and  twenty  (hillings  to  the  houfe  tax,  pays  two 
pounds  to  the  permanent  contribution,  while  an  Engliffa-* 
man  under  the  fame  circumftances  will  pay  by  this  bill,  no 
more  than  fix  ihlllings  for  the  (hort  period  of  two  or  three 
years.  Thus  their  fcale  proceeds,  the  perfonal  tax  always 
bearing  the  proportion  of  five  to  three  on  a  comparifun  with 
the  houfe  tax,  and  keeping  conftantly  above  ours  till  it  pafles 
the  mark  often  poimds  for  the  houfe  tax,  when  through  the 
reftof  the  gradations,  their  contribution  on  income  becomes 
comparatively  lighter  on  the  higher  orders,  than  ours  by  the 
fcale  impofed  in  the  prefent  bill.  If  we  recur  to  income,  the 
refult  was  nearly  the  fame.  Ours  throughout  is  to  be  a  net 
income  proved  by  the  oath  of  the  perfon,.  and  all  who  hate 
.  not  fixty  pounds  are  wholly  exempted  ;  they  have  no  exemp- 
tion,  and  the  income  is  underftood  to  be  a  grofs  income  efti- 
nated  without  appeal  from  the  houfe  rent,  according  to  a  moft 
caijpricious  and  arbitrary  claflification.     He  hardly  believed, 
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that  with  tbb  expUna<io»,  the  people  of  England  would  be 
over-fond  of  exchanging  the  ignorance  and  profufion  of  their-  - 
prefent  rulers^  for  die  wifdom  and  frugality  of  the  hoaour- 
able  Baronet. 

.  The  genetal  ability  of  the  country  to  make  this  extraordi- 
nary  proTifiony  and  much  more  than  thi8>  for  the  profecutioo 
of  the  prefent  jufl  and  neceifary  war,  was  in  his  mind  indu- 
bitable, when  he  recoUeded  wha^  had  been  proved  in  the  lad 
{efiion  to  the  Houfe;  that  a  new  jcapital  to  the  amount  of  ele- 
ven millions  at  lea0,  and  he  would  himfelf  venture  to  fay^ 
to  a  much  greater  amount,  was  annually  flowing  intp  the 
kingdom.  Yet  the  fad  muft  not  be  difguifed..  The  mea-* 
fure  before  the  Houfe  would  indifputably  fall  hard  upon  fome 
individuals  \  the  burthen  to  all  would  be  much  greater  than 
they  had  ever  felt  in  any  one  year  ;  it  wa$»  withoMt  refeieoce 
to  our  encreafed  means  of  bearing  it,  aAually  much  greater 
than  our  anceftors  had  ever  fiiftained.  Wi»en  therefore  the 
people  of  England  were  called  upon  to  fupport  fuch  aa  addi- 
tional weight  with  fortitude,  they  had  a  right  in  return  toex* 
.pe&  energy  and  fpirit  in  the  counfels  of  their  rulers.  It  bad 
been  fatd  that  we  had  no  hope  bat  in  a  total  change  of  fyftem: 
he  would  not  fay  that ;  but  he  thought  it  time  that  fome" 
fydem  fliould  be  adopted  and  fteadily  purfued ;  that  we  ihould 
make,  not  fufier  war. 

.  It  was  impoflible  but  that  ^here  muft  exift  the  moft  ferious. 
difcontents  in  France.     The  unhappy  people  of  that  coun- 
try muft  be  ready  to  hail  us  as  t^eir  deliverers.     They  oiuft 
be  eager  to  join  the  ftandard  of  any  adequate  force  which  we 
might  fend,  and  to  fight  by  our  fides  for  their  liberties.    For 
what  had  lately  been  done  there  ?  A  majority  of  the  people 
had  been  a^ually  disfranchifed  at  one  ftroke  of  the  pen  ;  -not 
only  their  ele^^ions  of  reprcfentatives  fet  afide,  but  all  their 
magiftratcs,  municipal  officers,,  judges  and  juries,  through^* 
out  the  greater  part  of  their  territory  at  once  difmifled;  the 
leaders  in  their  public  councils  arreiled»  imprifoned,  and 
traafportedwithout  any  form  or  pretence  of  a  trial ;  and  the 
proprietors,  editors,  and  writers  of  all  their  mod  popular 
journals  fubjefted  to  the  fame  arbitrary  fentence;  a  prgceed* 
log,  which  he  would  recommend  to  the  ferious  attention  of 
ihofe,  who  complained  that  the  freedom  of  the  Prefs  is  extin« 
guiflied  in  England.     He  had  .feen  in  one  of  the  laft  Paris 
papers,  that  they  had  again  reforted  to  this  tyrannical  (everttjr^ 
againft  another  unfortunate  joumalid  who  h^  prefuxnedto 
fufped,  that  they  iotcxuled  to  moleft  fome  of  theijr  wedwrf^ 
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neighbdurs,  not  y«t  fw^Howed  up  in  their  republic.  They 
had  iiheiBfelves  pcoclpimed  the  fenfe  of  the  country  to  be 
againft  them ;  for  thry  Ipad  ju(lified  their  late  vicdences  by 
aJ&rtin^that  pjUb)«copii>ion'had  been  corrupted.  But  even 
if  no  jeife^lnai  imprcflion  coiild  be  made,  the  beft  way  to 
prevent  tbeir  invauing  us,  would  be  to  keiep  them  in  per* 
petua4  alarms  by  attacks  upon  different  parts  of  their  coaft. 
That  was  one  principal  ufe  of  a  fuperior  fleet.  With  this 
advantage,  he  (hould  luppofe  it  fcafible,  that  an  army  of  twenty 
or  thirty  thoufax^d  men  might  barafs  the  whole  of  the  holtile 
force  with  marches  and  counter-marches  from  one  extremi-* 
ty  of  their  dominions  to  the  other. 

A  gallant  officer,  whofe  peculiar  (lyle  of  eloquence  often 
enliv^n<<d  the  councils  of  a  neighbouring  kingdopi,  held  it, 
he  bad  been  toi^,  as  a  fsivourite  maxim,  that  *'  the  bed  way 
to  avoi4  danger  was  to  mpet  it ;"  and  for  his  Qwn  part.  Dr. 
Lai|rei^:e  faid,  the  rhetorical  figure  in  which  it  was  convey-i 
ed,  only  imprciTed  more  deeply  on  his  memory  the  roun4 
fcofe  and  important  truth  of  the  fentiment ;  ijt  was  the  beft 
fianding  rule  of  policy  for  icvery  great  ftate,  in  times  of  dif-< 
Acuity  iiVe  the  prcfent.  Offenfive  war  was  the  cbeapefi  and 
mod  efBcacious  mode  of  defence.  All  hiftory  bore  tefHmony 
to  it.  Whenever  there  had  been  any  thing  like  a  deadly  fetid 
between  two  po^^xrs,  if  either  of  them  confined  itfelf  to  mere 
defence,  ^nd  pafliv.ely  waited  the  attack  of  the  other,  the  rtiia 
of  thai  power  had  furejy  followed. 

'  Our  enemies  were  conft;^ntly  holding  up  the  examples  of 
Rome  and  Carthage.  They  bad  publicly  doYie  fo«  in  bring- 
ing forward  their  prefent  loan  upon  England.  The  Houfc 
toohaid  feverai  times  heard  arguments  illuftrated  front  the 
fame  portion  of  hittory,  and  in  the  difcuflion  of  this  very 
bill,  it  had  fnpplied  a  quotation  to  ah  honourable  Gentle-. 
man,  who  had  ffom  themce  inculcated  the  duty  of  chief  ma- 
gifirat^s  to  take  the  lead  of  the  fenate,  and  the  fen^te  of  the 
people,  in  providing  for  the  extraordinary  emergencies  of 
the  flate;  though  ii  did  not  come  with  the  beft  grace  from 
that  honourable  Gentlem^,  who  had  declared  that  he  would 
never  giye  one  fingie  fixpence  of  his  general  retainer,  during 
t^  coatinuaiice  of  the  prefent  admtnifiration.  Dr.  Laurence 
faid,  thai  he  did  not  mean  to  rely  upon  any  pne  particular 
pal&ge,  burtoinftance  the  tfittre  cot^rfe  and  train,  of  thofe 
evepts,  which  held  forth  fo  ftriking  a  lefTon  to  mankind. 

Why  did  Spme  triumph^  Why  did  Carth^  falH 
pec^m^  S^IMPf  bpfIB  ^  fc^  H^imibal  at  her  gates ;  bec;|ure 

Carthage 


§09  WOODFALL'S  TARLlAMtNTARY  REPORTS;      [CovMoir»» 

Carthage  would  not  bear  to  fee  from  her  walls  Scipio  defo> 
hiting  Africa.  The  fpirit  of  the  former  was  (hewn  in  the 
fale  of  the  very  field  on  which  Hannibal  lay  encamped,  at 
the  cuftomary  price  of  peace.  The  only  difpute  litwecn 
her  oppofite  parties  was  about  the  mode  of  conducing  the 
war.  It  was  the  foul  of  all  their  policy  not  to  defpatr. 
Never  was  the  charader  of  that  viftor- people  fo  finely  dif- 
played  as  bv  him  who  beft  underftood  it,  by  him  whom  the 
hiftorian  ot  his  country  ftyles  the  fattd,  the  deftined,  the 
providential  general  of  the  war,  by  Scipio,  when  he  firft 
harangued  that  army  at  the  head  of  which  his  father  and 
uncle  had  recently  perilhed  ;  which  would  have  been  anni- 
hilated but  for  the  bold  and  vigorous  promptitude  of  a  pri- 
vate foldier  ;  and  which  no  Roman  officer  of  rank  and  emi- 
nence would  offer  himfelf  to  command.  It  was  the  defltny 
which  Heaven  itfelf  had  allotted  to  Rome,  he  faid,  that  ia 
all  her  great  w^rs  (he  (hould  make  her  way  to  vidory  through 
defeat.  He  ran  over  her  hiftory,  from  the  foundation  of 
the  republic  to  the  calamities  of  that  war  and  Hannibal 
thundering  at  her  gates:  then  in  as  magnificent  a  perfonifi- 
oation  as  ever  was  created  by  human  fskncy,  he  p<)inted  out 
to  them  the  Virtue  of  the  Roman  people,  (landing  alone,  en- 
tire, and  unfhaken,  an^idft  the  wreck  of  all  things ;  raifing, 
fdftaining,  and  exalting  whatever  Hannibal  had  dafhed  to 
the  ground.  /;/  hac  ruind  rerumftetit  una  Integra  atque  immo^ 
iilss  virtm  popuU  Romam  :  hac  omnia firata  humi  erexit  ac  Juf- 
tuHi."^  By  this  fpirit  it  was  that  all  the  conduft  of  that  great 
man  was  animated.  By  this  he  three  times  faved  his  coun- 
try. But  in  what  was  it  that  he/moft  (hewed  the  vigour  of 
bisinlhd?  In  propodng  and'  undertaking  die  invafion  of 
Africa,  while  Hannibal  was  (till  unvanqui(hed  in  the  heart 
of  Italy. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  was  the  failure  of  Carthage? 
She  was  profperous  while  (he  attacked,  but  (he  was  diftrad- 
ed  by  jnteftine  divifions.  There  was  in  her  fenate  an  elo* 
quent  man,  at  the  head  of  a  ftrpng  party,  who  envying 
Hannibal's  glory,  from  the  beginning  called  aloud  for  peace, 
and  refilled  all  fupplies.  In  the  very  career  of  fuccefs,  no- 
thing faved  Hannibal  from  irretrievable  ruin,  but  the  rafb- 
nefs  of  Varro,  in  offering  him  battle  at  Cannae,  when  the 
.  Carthaginian  army  was  in  want  of  every  necefTary,  in  a  (late 
of  mutiny,  and  on  the  point  of  difbanding.  Haiino  dill 
pcrfifted  ;  at  length  he  (prevailed.  The  fenate,  tremb- 
ling at  the  approach  of  Scipio,  thought  only  of  cdleAii^  sui 
immenfe  army  fox  their  home  defence,  white  {lannibal  urged 
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them  ftill  more  powerfully  to  piefs  the  war  againft  Rome  it«* 
felf.  Then  the  reinforcements  and  fupplies  which  he  demand* 
ed  were  denied  ;  then  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  his  bed 
ftrengthy  the  Italian  allies  :  then  with  a  weal^ened,  baffled  ar« 
my,  he  was  recalled  to  oppofe  the  viftorious  force  of  Scipio; 
he  difplayed  his  moft  confiimmate  courage  and  ikill;  he  was 
beaten  ;  and  Carthage  received  the  di6lates  of  the  conqueror; 
She  furrendered  her  naval  power,  (he  furrendered  her  poli- 
tical independence,  flie  ftipulated  to  pay  an  enormous  ran- 
fom  ;  but  when  the  firft  inftalment  came  to  be  levied,  the 
people  put  on  public  mourning.  Then  it  was  that  Hannibal 
laughed  that  bitter  laughter  which  they  reproved  ;  but  which 
he  converted  into  a  more  juft  reproof  on  the  folly  of 
their  too  late  repentance,  and  predicted  to  them  from  immu« 
table  principles  of  policy,  the  ftill  greater  calamities  to 
which  their  degradation  would  open  a  way.  They  be- 
came impatient  of  the  galling  yoke,  tempted  their  fate,  and  in 
the  conclufion  of  another  war,  were  told  **  you  muft  deliver  up 
your  whole  fleet."  What  now  ?  **  You  muft  bring  in  your 
arms ;  they  cannot  be  wanted  by  men  who  -fincercly  wifli 
peace/*  They  were  brought.  **  You  muft  now  have, 
fortitude  to  bear  what  further  the  fenate  decrees ;  chufe  hahi-^ 
tations  were  you  will;  Carthage  muft  be  razed  to  the  ground.'* 

He  had  been  rcprefented,  (Dr.  Laurence  faid)  the  other 
night,  when  a  heavy  indifpofition  prevented  him  from  taking 
notice  of  it,  as  having  prophefied  a  war  for  fifteen  years  to 
come.  He  had  uttered  no  fuch  opinion,  becaufe  he  did  noC 
entertain  it:  he  too  well  knew  the  exhaufted  ftate  of  our  ene- 
mies to  believe  them  capable  of  continuing  it  for  five  years  t 
but  he  would  not  fo  libel  the  people  of  Eggland,  as  to  iinacin* 
it  poffibic  that  they  would  not  with  the  fame  conftancy,  which 
other  nations  have  (hewn  in  other  times,  fupport  a  war  not  of 
fifteen  but  of  fifty  years,  rather  than  fubmit  to  difgracc,  fcrvi- 
tude,  and  indeed  utter  annihilation  as  a  people.  There  had 
lately  prevailed  a  new  mode  of  courting  popularity,  by  ridteol- 
ing  every  notion  of  Englifti  fortitude,  and  preaching  pufiUani* 
moity.  If  that  could  fuccecd;  if  the  people  (houldf  once 
think  that  a  recommendation  to  their  favour,  it  would  not  be 
in  human  wifdom,  and  human  power,  he  had  almoft  faid  it 
would  not  be  even  in  Omnifcience  and  Omnipotence  to  fave 
rhem  ;  it  could  not  be  done  without  fufpending  and  for  a  timo 
invert! Ag  the  moral  order  of  the  world. 

He  did  not  like  to  talk  of  his  own  perfonal  motives,  but  he 
trufted  that  be  ftiould  be  cxcufed  if  lie  (hortly  alluded  to  them, 
when  every  man  who  fupportcd  Government  in  this  arduous 

Conteft 
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conteft,  was  openly  iKcefed  of  httng  inficrenced  by  unworthr 
coniiderations.  He  held  his  mttrgrnj  as  high  as  that  of  ^V 
man.  He  looked  fot  no  honours,  and  no  emolaiifents  of  pub- 
lic life  ;  he  did  not  wtlh  for  eminence  as  a  fiolitica!  character. 
He  had  never  fought  thehighdriltndron  which  he  enjoyed,  and 
which  he  knew  how  to  value,  of  a  feat  in  that  Hoafc.  He 
even  befirated  about  accepting  fo  momentous  a  cha^,  and  dili- 
gently  examined  his  heart  before  he  entered  thofc  doors.  He 
bad  now  ventured  to  deiiter  hts  fentiments,  becaufe  bemg 
iirmly  perfuaded  that  our  only  fafety  lay  in  a  vrgorous  profiscw- 
tiofi  of  the  war,  he  thought  it  incumbent  upon  him  nor  to 
ibrink  from  taking  his  part  in  the  mod  unpleaf:int  doiv  of  that 
Houfe ;  he,  therefore,  in  the  hce  of  his  country,  decbred  his 
hearty  approbation  of  the  bill,  as  judgmgit  irom  tlrtcere  convic- 
lion,  to  be  a  necefiafy  meafure^  and  if  not  abfolutcly  neceffiirv, 
yet  expedient  and  wife,  fmce  it  gave  us  the  beft  chance  of  cx- 
iftencc,  in  a  way  which  could  alone  make  exidence  not  ooly 
honourable  to  a  great  nation,  but  even  tolerable. 

Sir  Francis  Burden  explained.  He  did  not  fay  that  the  G.'>- 
vernment  of  France  was  wife  and  ceconomical.  But  that  at 
the  beginnine  of  the  revolution,  the  fear  of  fuch  a  Govern- 
ment being  eftablifhed  in  that  country,  was  the  original  caufe 
0f  the.enmity  entertained  agaiuft  the  revohition  by  men  who 
lived  in  corruption. 

Dr.  Laurence  alfo  faid  a  few  words  in  explanation. 
,  Mr.  Courtenay^TLxAy  he  could  not  approve  of  the  coarfetnvcc^ 
live  with  which  the  French  Government  and  all  their  mea- 
fures  were  treated  by  the  learned  Gentleman.  Such  language 
was  more  becoming  the  foijjardes  of  Paris  than  the  dignity  of 
diat  Houfe  ;  2fA  he  was  lorry  to  fee  it  perfifted  in  by  tliofe  on 
whom  a  great  man  (Mr.  Burke)  feemed  lb  have  thrown  the 
mantle  ot  Chridian  profecution^  but  who  did  not  appear  to 
have  imparted  to  his  difciples  one  (park  of  his  genius ;  nor  was 
tfiere  more  force  in  the  learned  Gentleman's  arguments  in  fa- 
your  of  the  bill,  than  there  was  liberality  in  his  language. 
He  confefled  that  it  afFefted  the  rich,  the  poor,  and  the  mid- 
dle cla0es  of  fociety,  and  by  this  confefiion  he  mufF  admit  that 
all  defcriptioDS  of  perfons  were  unanimous  in  reprobating  it. 
Tlie  lentned  Gentlemen  feemed  alfo  feemed  aMo  dcfirous  to 
prepare  imnfports  and  every  neceffary,  again  to  march  to  Paris 
under  the  command  of  the  noble  Lord  (Hawkefbury),  and  to 
renew  the  triumphs  of  our  Henries  and  our  Edwards.  His 
language  was  glowing  and  warlik. .  His  obje(5l  was— 
Ore  cicre  viros«  martermjue  acccudue  camu. 

The 
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The  oill  oow  fo  highly  approved  of  by  the  learned  Gentleman, 

was  however  as  vehemently  oppofed  by  the  court  of  aldermen, 

who  were  uniformly  in  the  habit  of  fupporting  the  adminidra- 

tion  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  5  but  how 

to  account  for  this  oppofition  on  their  part,  he  was  fomcwhat 

at  xlofs,  unlefs  he  mufl  regard  it  as  an  unpremeditated  efFuGon 

of  EngliQi  integrity.     The  learned  Gentleman  alfo  denies  that 

we  have  ever  a<5cd  tyranically  atiea,  and  aflerts  that  no  i)ation 

ever  wielded  the  trident  with  more  tendernefs  and  moderation 

than  England.     He  would  only  aik  him  then,  was  this  mode-- 

'  ration  and  tendernefs  exemplified  in  our  condufl  towards  Den- 

i  mark  and  Sweden  ?    And  why   two  millions  had  been  voted 

f  as  an  indemnity  for  the  /hips  we  had  taken  from  thofe  powers. 

'-  Was  not  this  on  our  part  a  confeffion  of  piracy?  He  faid,Jie 

»  would  not  follow  the  learned  Gentlemen  into  the  pompous  ac^ 

s.'  count  whifch  he  endeavoured  to  give  of  the  flouriihiug  ftate  of 

our  commerce,  nor  into  the  proofs  of  our  national  profperitv 

::  \yhich  he  derived  from  the  increafe  of  the  national  debt, — If 

the  tax  which  he  fupported  was  right  and  juft,  why  not  let  its 

!  merit  ftand  ojo  its  own  principle,  and  not  fupport  it  on  French 

Ti  examples  ?  If  any  thing  in  the  meafures  of  the  right  honoura^ 

ft  ble  Gentleman  could  terrify  France,   it  was  undoubtedly  the 

l:  power  which  he  (lie wed  to  he  poflfefled  by  the  crown  in  levy- 

^>  ing  a  tax  againd  the  will  of  the  Englifli  people,  and  by  proving 

thatthe  energy  of  the  Englifli  Government  was  armed  vvith  the 

force  of  a  Roberfpicrre,  and  that  it  was  in  vain  for  them  to  war 

«  againd  the  people  of  England,  who  were  thus  at  the  difpofal, 

^1  and  obedient  to  the  notl  of  theirr  rulers.     In  this,  i^idced,  there 

fig:  was  fomething  to  alarm   France.     As  to  the  lax,  he  thought' 

r^  its  principle  was  neither  jud  nor  equitable.     It  would  bear 

^  hard  on  all  clafles  of  the  community,  and  it  couid  not  be  raifcd 

jKt:  unlefs  it  was  to  he  enforced  by  niilitary  power. 

p  Dr.  Laurence^  after  explaining  feveral  parts  of  his  fpccch 

^(  which  lie  thought  mif-ftatcd,  begged  permiiSon  of  the  Houfe 

.^11  to  explain  one1a£l,  which  had  been  introduced  by  the  honour- 

^    .      bie  Gentleman.     The  cafes  of  (liips,  flopped  with  cargoes  of 

^'^  corn  and  naval  (lores,  for  which  indemnifications  were  after- 

gj{5  wards  given,  always  paflcd  through  Doctor's  Commons,  con- 

^  trary  to  what  the  honourable  Gentleman  had  fupix>fed.     Some 

'^  part,  though  a  very  fmjill  part  of  the  money  voted  by  Parlia- 

^l  ment  for  indemnincations,  had  in  effc6t  found  its  way  to  him* 

^:  felf,  in  the  (hape  of  fees,  as  counfel  for  the  Danes  and  Swedes ; 

and  though  his  clients  might  have  complained  of  particular 

hardfhips  in  fome  cafes,  yet  he  never  knew  that  they  generally 

Vol.  1.  1798.  3  U  gave 


J 
k  *" 


51  s  WOODF ALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.      [Comiwk*, 

gave  the  name  of  piracy  to  a  right  which  v/e  had  exercifed  in 
aJI  the  laft  three  wars,  as  theprize  afls  would  flicw. 

Mr.  Bryan  Edwards  fa  id,  he  did  not  then  intend  to  go  at 
large  into  his  objeflions  againft  tlie  bill.  He  rofe  principally, 
to  obfervc  that  the  will  of  the  people  was  decidedly  againft  the 
meafure,  and  he  could  not  fee  how  Parlianient  could-  be  iup* 
pofed  to  reprefent  the  people  while  it  difobeyed  their  inftruc- 
tions.  An  honourable  member  (Mr.  Rofe  jun,)  confefled 
that  he  Iiad  been  inftrufted  by  his  conflituents  to  vote  againft 
the  bill ;  but  that  he  would  not  obe:y  their  indrudions,  be* 
cauie  the  meeting  held  at  Southampton  for  the  purpofe  of  talc* 
ing  the  tendency  of  that  bill  into  confideration,  was  princi- 
pally compofed  of  perfons  of  a  political  complexion  not  favour* 
able  to  his  political  ideas. 

At  this  meeting  Mr.  B.  Edwards  faid,  he  had  attended,  and 
that  if  ref[x:(ft  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from  fortune,  rank^  and  ta- 
lents, that  meeting  was  compofed  of  the  moft  refpe'Sablc  per* 
fons  in  that  town  ;  and  not  only  did  they  difapproveofthe  bill, 
but  they  aifo  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  thofe  Gentlemen  who 
had  oppoied  it  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  It  was  a  meafure, 
which,  in  their  minds,  created  apprehcnfion  and  difmay ;  they 
conceived  it  to  be  dcftruSive  to  property,  and  to  every  thing 
that  tended  to  make  trade  and  commerce  profper.  That  it 
would  be  attended  with  thefe  mifchievgus  confeqaences  was 
univerfally  felt,  and  therefore  it  was  univerfally  oppofed. 
Isleiiher  could  he  refrain  from  condemning  the  inveflive^  that 
were  heaped  on  the  frantic  and  intemperate  language  faid  to  be 
ufed  by  the  French  Government  towards  this  country.  He 
had  in  his  pocket  papers  containing  reflexions  and  expreflions 
no  lefs  virulent  againft  France.  They  were  uttered  againft 
that  country  before  the  murder  of  their  king,  by  a  Gentlertian 
whofe  name  and  writings  muft  live  as  long  as  the  annals  of 
England  fliall  remain.  What  were  die  expreflions  of  this  dif- 
tinguilhed  man  (Mr.  Burke)  when  fpeakingof  that  country  ? 
— ♦•  If  ever,"  fays  he,  *'  we  enter  into  that  country,  we  mnft 
enter  into  it  as  into  a  country  of  aflallins,  with  whom  no  modi- 
fied hoftility  is  to  be  waged,  and  where  all  that  is  not  battle  muft 
be  military  execution."  The  fame  or  ftill  more  intemperate 
language  v\as  ufed  by  our  Minifter  at  Genoa  in  1793.  That 
city  wirtied  to  obferve  a  ftridt  neutrality;  but  we  would  not 
permit  it.  In  adopting  this  afperity  of  language  we  are  the 
more  blameahie,  becaufe  we  began  it,  and  the  French  are 
now  only  retaliating,  or  following  our  example.  As  to  the  mea« 
fyi^e  undj-'f  under  ^onfidcratipni  he  muft  gWe  it  hi$  moft  dc*"^ 
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cidcd  negative.  Its  principle  was  pregnant  with  mifchief,  and 
coukl  not  be  amended  ;  and  in  his  opinion  would  breed  dif- 
contents  that  would  (hake  the  peace  of  the  kingdom 

Mr.  ff.  Smith  faid,  he  agreed  fo  far  with  the  fentiments 
which  had  juft  been  delivered  by  his  honourable  Friend,  that 
he  (hould  have  little  to  ofFcr.  An  Hon,  Gentleman  op- 
pofite  had  wiflied  a  fyftem  of  vigour  to  take  place,  by  which 
widi  he  Teemed  to  infmuate,  that  a  fyftem  of  vigour  had  not 
yet  taken  place,  but  that  it  remained  to  be  adopted.  The  Hon. 
Gentleman  had  recommended  them  to  look  their  country  in 
the  face.  In  this  opihion  he  perfeftly  concided,  and  that  he 
might  look  his  country  in  the  face,  he  would  give  his  negaiive 
to  the  queftion.  After  a  conviction  of  the  Minifter's  incapa- 
city to  carry  on  the  war,  by  the  failure  of  his  various  fyftems  of 
finance— by  the  general  defeat  of  his  defign,  and  by  the  total 
diftrefs  and  ruin  which  now  threatened  the  countiy,  how  Was 
it  poflibic  for  any  man  to  confide  longer  in  his  promifes,  or 
hope  for  ^tiore  fuccefs.  Was  there  ever  a  perfon  who,  when 
he  liad  feen  another  reduce  his  country  to  the  moft  cala- 
mitous ftate,  and  found  him  ftill  obftirutely  perfifting  in  the 
fame  ruinous  meafures  to  redeem  it,  would  continue  his  con- 
fidence and  fupport?  In  order  to  prophecy  of  the  future,  he 
had  recourfe  to  the  experience  of  the  part.  In  reviewing 
the  navy,  whether^  individual  officers  or  commanders,  he  was 
happy  to  join  the  general  voice  of  the  people  in  acclamations  of 
praife ;  but  to  the  naval  adminiftration  of  the  country  that  praifc 
was  denied ;  for  Earl  St.  Vincent  had  derived  his  merit  not 
from  their  aid  and  exertion,  but  froni  his  own  bravery  in 
fighting  a  fuperior  fleet.  If  he  conGdered  the  grand  objccft  of 
tlie  war,  whether  the  death  of  the  King  of  France,  the  opening 
of  the  Scheldt,  or  tlie  reftoration  of  order  and  government  were 
affigned,  he  could  find  only  one  finp;le  a£laal  objefk,  which  was 
tlie  accumulation  of  empire  to  the  BritiHi  dominions.  Would 
any  man  fay,  we  had  reduced  the  power  of  France  ?  Would 
any  man  pretend  to  fay,  that  any  of  our  leading  ohjedls  were 
obtained?     Our  allies  had  dropped  off  due  after  the  other. 

The  Stadiholder  remained  under  the  proteftion  of  this 
country,  and  there  was  npt  one  point  in  which  we  had  been 
fuccefsful.  Had  we  not  been  the  caufe  of  cotitempt,  difgracc, 
and  ruin  to  every  State  to  whom  we  had  offioioufly  offer- 
ed  pur  pro<e6lif)n,  and  could  wc  then  prcfume  to  flutter  our- 
ft'lvcsy  that;by,^  perfevcranee  In  the  fame  principles  and  con- 
du<S  (p>ui:..6Qi)qBt»on  would  be  better.  It  was  true  we,  hul 
been  fiicccfolul  in  the  E?ft   Indies,  but  the fc  fucccffcs  adJ> 

3  U  2  cd 


•  StS  WOODPALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.       rCb|fi«om 

larger  (bare  of  honour  was  due  to  our  fleet  for  Jiayipg  been  thr 
conqueror  in  that  engagement,  efpecially  w\^^  ,it  wa3  necol* 
k£led  that  tiiey  failed  at  a  (hort  notice,  aftct;  Wing  been  sir 
fea  many  months.     But  the  honourable  GeiQtleJ7Lan  had  faid, 
granting  all  this,  ftill  he  would  contend,  that  we  bad  iK>t  in 
any  degree  been  able  to  dimini(h  the  power  of  Fra.nce.     What  I 
'  was  not  the  defeat  and  capture  of  a  great  part  of  her  navy^  to- 
gether with  tbofe  of  her  allies,  a  diminution  of  her  power  ?  Did 
'iK>t  the  capture  of  her  colonies,  with  thofe  of  her  allies,  dimi- 
ni{h  her  power  ?    And  had  not  her  power  been  diminished  by 
the  ruin  of  her  commerce  ?  It  was  ridiculous  to  hear  of  fuch 
perverfenefs.     If  the  whole  of  thefe  misfortunes  had  been  turn- 
ed againft  us  inftead  of  the  enemy,  he  fhould  be  glad  to  know 
what  the  opinion  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  would  have 
been  upon  our  fituation.     There  was  no  doubt  whatever,  and 
be  believed  he  fhould  he  confirmed  by  the  Houfe,  that  our  na- 
val admrniAration  had  exerted  themfelve^  very  properly,  and 
that  all  their  excitions  tended  very  materially  to  diminiih  the 
power  of  the  French.     In  regard  to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  cer- 
tainly entertained  fome  doubt  whether  the  acquifition  were  to 
every  pcrfon   fo  dcfireable  as  might  originally,  a()pear.     But 
what  wopid  have  been  the  iituation  of  your  colonies  if  they 
had  not  been  captured  ?  In  this  fituation,  expofed  as  they  were 
to  perpetual  attacks,  he  would  afk  any  perfon  whether  an  of* 
fendve  was  not  the  beft  fyftcm  of  defenfive  war  which  oould 
be  undertaken  ?  He  admitted  that  in  the  events  of  the  conti* 
nental  war  he  had  been  greatly  difappointed  ;  and  in  this  difap- 
pointn^en^  he  had  not  the  misfortune  to  ftand  alone.     Was  any 
blame  however  to  be  imputed  to  him  or  to  the  government  foe 
the  failure  of  that  war  ?  Afluredly  not.     Government,  and  all 
who  2L&^d  on  the  continent  on  our  part  in  that  war,  had  per- 
formed their  duty  honourably ;    but  they  were  unfuppcrted. 
The  other  members  of  the  confederacy  were  either  negligent 
or  perverfe,  and  we  (bared  in  the  general  effefts  of  their  mif- 
conduft.     But  though  Great  Britain   may  preferve  her  colo- 
nies, although  (he  may  be  further  able  to  preferve  herfelf,  and 
tliough  (lie  may  continue  to  preferve  the  empire  of  the  fea,  diil 
it  ;iho  follow  (he  (hould  be  able  to  preferve.  the  continent  ?   He 
for  one  had  been  fanguinc  formerly  in  the  fucccfs  of  a  continen- 
tal war.    Why  that  fuccefs  was  not  obtained  was  not  the  quef« 
tion  now  to  be  difcuffed.     He  had  only  one  more  reference  to 
this  part  of  the  fubjeA,  and  therefore  to  that  part  he  iliould  imi 
mediately  proceed.      The  honourable  'Gentleman   had  a(ked 
whether  there  ever  was  a  pcrfon  wIk>,  after  another  had  reduced 
his^  country  to  the  moft  calamitous  ftate,  aiKl  pcritfted  in  A% 
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feme  fatal  measures  to  redeem  it,  would  continue  to  repoFe  his 
cfwifidence  and  truft  ?  In  reply  to  this,  he  fliould  only  obferve, 
that  there  were  many  occMlons  where  if  fuch  a  language  h^d  been 
tifed,  it  would  have  been  fatal  to  the  country.  What  would 
have  been  the  refult,  if  in  the  rebellion  of  1745  when  the  ene- 
my was  adually  in  the  kingdom,  if  he  had  advifed  miniftcrs 
10  throw  up  their  power  into  the  hands  of  the  Jacobites  ?  By 
the  firmnefs  of  the  country^  and  by  the  firmnefs  of  parliament 
at  that  iit^portant  crifis,  the  country  was  favcd,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  of  funilar  fuccefs  at  prefent,  if  the  fame  (leadinefs  and 
perfeverance  were  obferved.  He  now  came  to  the  conlideratipn 
of  another  topic.  It  was  generally  affumed  by  thofe  who  fpokc 
againft  the  bill,  thsit  a  general  difcontent  ihroughoutthe  coun- 
try ftil!  prevailed  againft  it.  As  no  petition  againft  taxes  could 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  Houfc,  be  received  during  the  firft 
year  of  their  impofition,  he  had  no  certain  modeof  afcertaining 
the  truth  of  the  affertion.  But  he  doubted  the  fiKft.  Thus  far' 
he  was  ready  to  allow  rndeed,  that  the  great  mafsof  the  people 
might  complain  of  the  additional  burthen,  for  a  popular  tar 
was  never  heard  of.  It  was  impoflible  therefore,  not  to  fup-^ 
pofe,  that  fome  murmurs  would  be  vented  ;  but  he  could  nrV 
believe,  that,  taking  the  country  throughout,  more  objedlioas 
V^ould  be  found  than  to  any  other  burthen.  Nay,  many  pla^. 
CCS  had  approved  it,  .  * 

Mr.  Fox  faid,  name  them. 

Lord  Hawkefbury  hefitated. 

Mr.  Fcx  faid,,  there  were  Oxford  and  Newbury.  (H^rehc 
was  interrupted  by  a  general  cry  of  order.) 

Mr,  Sheridan  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  rofe  toge- 
ther. The  latter  faid,  he  wilhed  to  fpeak  to  order,  which  by 
the  rules  of  the  Houfe  takes  precedence.  He  faid,  that  as  the  hour 
was  fo  late,  and  fo  many  Gentlemen  wereftill  defirous  to  fpeak  to 
the  queftion,  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe  whether  it  would  not  be 
more  advifeable  to  adjourn  the  debate  to  the  next  day.  If  they 
thought  fit,  however  to  bring  it  to  a  conclufion,  he  was  ready 
to  acqiiiefce.  \Tbere  was  a  freity  gpteral  cry  of  Adjourn  f  Ad^ 
purn!^  ^ 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  to  adjorn  till 
the  next  day. 

Mr.  $heridan  faid,  that  he  had  no  obje<Slion,  if  it  was  the 
fcnfe  6f  the  Houfe  to  adjourn  the  queftion,  though  h.e  knpw 
pot  from  whence  the  number  of  fpealcers  were  expe6ked. 

Mr.  Fcx  faid,  that  he  (hould  only  detain  the  Houfe  by  a 
fmgle  obfervation  on  what  fell  from  the  noble  Lord  (Ha  w kef- 
fev»ry)  who  had  JMft  fpoken.    He  h^d  faid,  tliat  no  very  ferious 

or 
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or  general  objc£lions  had  been  (hewn  to  the  bill  ilnce  the  tiio- 
difications  had  taken  place.  In  anfwer  to  tnis,  he  mufl  fay  ex- 
plicitly, that  as  far  as  the  fenfe  of  the  country  had  come  to  hts^ 
knowledge,  and  particularly  where  it  had  been  prefented  to 
him  by  his  own  conftituents,  though  particular  defcriptions  of 
perfons  were  faved  from  the  direft  weight  of  the  tax,  yet  they 
(aw  and  felt  that  the  meafure  was  in  its  principle  oppreiEve,  ua« 
endurable,  and  ruinous 

The  queftion  of  adjournment  was  then  put  and  agreed  to.--*^ 
AdJoQroed  at  twelve  o'clock* 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  Japf.  4. 

THE  Bill  for  recruiting  from  the  Supplementary  Militia  ims 
read  a  third  time  and  palled, 

ASSESSED  TA*ES  BILL, 

TTie  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  refuming  the  adjourned  debate  on  the  third  reading  of  tl)C. 
Afleffed  Taxes  Bill,  which  being  agreed  co, 

Mr.  Mam  thought,  that  on  a  qu eft  ion  of  fuch  importance 
to  the  country,  every  member  ought  to  come  forward  and  ftatc 
his  opinion.  He  confidered  the  Bill  calculated  to  meet  the  exi- 
gency of  the  period,  and  believed  that  the  modifications  were 
capable  of  rendering  it  popular  and  efficient.  3ome  Gentlc" 
men  had  called  it  an  additional  tax  upon  luxuryrr-it  was  no 
fuch  thing.  It  was  a  contribution  upon  thofe  who  were  beft 
able  to  aferd  it  in  the  country.  Scarcely  a.  perfon,  vvhofe  ia- 
come  was  lefs  than  60I  a^yeaf,  was  called  upon  to  advance  anj. 
thing  towards  it :  But  the  grealeft  advantage  attending  the  bijl 
was,  that  it  woulc)  convince  the  enemy  that  wer^  fafc  in  the 
very  point  in  which  they  had  thought  us  moft  vulnerable.— 
Of  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the  war  he  never  had  any  doubt. 
Noticing  fhort  of  the  total  overthrow  of  tlie  conftitution  would 
fatisfy  the  enemy.  Impreficd  with  th^fe  fentiments,  he  (hould. 
certainly  vote  in  fupport  of  the  bill. 

General  If^alpde  hoped  that  the  adjournment  would  have, 
been  to  a  longer  day.  He  was  furpriicd  at  the.  fupport  which 
the  prcfent  rtieafure.had  received,  as  all  Minifters,  from  M^chi- . 
avel  to  the  right  honourable  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
had  had  their  admirers  — Among  the  numlierof  fuch.admirers^ 
he  muft  include  the  worthy  Alderman  (Lufhington),  who  had 
jfpoken  the  preceding  nijght  ill  commendation  of  adminiftr^ipfr^ 

♦Ml 
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cominendailiGiki'rcfnfiiided  hiiiiof  the  ftory  of  a  Scotch  Do^r, 
who,  in  thfr  ftini  of  George  the  Firft,  walked  in  the  ftreets, 
fireceded  by  Jr^Maek  bey,  callin?  odt,  ^^  This  is  die  moft  famoos 
Do£br,  WRO  cures  xH  dironical  dtfordcrs ;"  on  Mrhich  the  AckS^ 
tor  obTenrod,  **  4he  boy  is  ^rfefUy  right."  To  the  obfervation 
of  the hoR.  and  kafrned  Gentleman  (Dr. 'Laurence)  who  on 
the  preceeding  night  had  entered  into  the  hiftory  of  Rotne  and 
Carthage,  he  had  only  to  add,  that  this,  country  was  in  that  fi- 
tuatibn  in  which  Rome  was  defcriiied  to  be  by  Cicero,  in  his 
letters  to  Atticus,  where  he  (ays,  Fnendum  nok  fKobandum  eft. 
We  were  now  in  the  condition  in  which  we  muft  bear  what 
we  could  not  help. 

Mr.  Hobbw/e  faid,  having  had  the  honour  of  fiatingli is  opi- 
nion of  the  nieafure  already  to  the  Houfe,  did  not  mean  to  take 
up  much  time  in  the  further  difcuffion  of  it.  The  bill  took 
away  all  option  of  difcontinuing  articles  of  luxury,  and  on  the 
fame  principle  i-5th,  i*toth,  or  the  whole  of  a  man's  property 
might  be  wrefted  from  him.  It  was  a  transfer  of  all  property 
into  the.  hands  of  the  minifter ;  and  he  thoueht  himfclf  doing 
but  his  duty  in  defending  property,  by  oppofing  the  prefem 
bill.  It  was  perfeflly  in  rtie  fpirit  of  the  ri^t  honourable  Gen- 
tleman's (Mr.  Windham)  celebrated  propofition,  that  the  rights 
<rf  private  property  were  not  more  facred  than  thofeof  thee<no« 
luments  of  office.  Following  the  fteps  of  tlie  French  legifla- 
rors,~  Miniders  had  debauched  the  inviolability  of  private  pro- 
perty and  of  credit :  and  they  had  done  more  mifchief  in  this 
country  than  the  aflignats  of  Robefpierre  produced  in  that,  by 
depriving  the  bank  note  of  its  convertibility  into  calh.  Would 
Gentlemen  confider  the  fituation  of  the  country,  they 'would 
perceive  every  where  indications  of  rapid  decay  and  ruin  noW 
blofibming  where  haf^pinefs  prevailed  before.  Many  Gentle- 
nwi)  of  his  acquaiiitjnoe  were  about  to  give  up  their  houfes ; 
fome  had  made  an  offer  to  perfons  of  lodging  rent  free  if  diey 
would  pay  the  Affcffcd  Taxes.  He  had  fecn  an  advertifemenc 
an  foni^  paper,  by  a  Gentleman  of  Leiccfterihire,  ofiering  the 
,  occapaiion  of  h  is  houfe  on  thefe  conditions.  Thus  would  Gen- 
tlemen rciiding  in  the  country  be  compelled  to  come  to  town, 
abandoning  the  poor,  whom  they  once  em  *ioyed,  to  the  ope- 
ration of  this  rigorous,  unequal  affeffment.  After  urging  his 
former  arguments,  with  ^  view  to  (liew  tliat  the  tax  is  unequal, 
and  the  criterion  of  income  bad  and  capricious,  he  concluded  with 
obferving,  that  with  the  feelings  he  pofiefled  he  could  not  but 
f  peak  on  the  fuhje£t,  hut  the  guift  muft  be  placed  at  the  door 
pf  miniilers.  He  walhed  bis  hands  entirely  of  the  meafure. 
Mr.  Lefdvre  Ijpokc  in  favour  ef  the  tax.  He  approvedof  the 
Vol,  1.1798.  3X  claufc 
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daufe  for  accepting  voluntary  oontribiitbns,  bal'dKKight  it  did 
not  afibnl  fufficient  ktitade  ;  he  would  therefore  in  the  courie 
of  the  feffion  move'for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  relative  to  voloa* 
tafy  contributions. '  l*his.meafure  was  not  without  precedent. 
In  the  year  1745^  ahd  under  Lord  Chancellor  Hardwicke*  a 
iknilar  meafure  h?d  been  adopted,  and  to  it  the  country  was  in 
a  great  degree  indebted  for  the  fuppreffion  of  that  rebellion. 

Sir  Man  Gardner  bad  no  hefitation  in  declaring,  and  upon  his 
confcience  he  thought  that  be  was  corredUy  doing  his  duty  to* 
,wavds  his  country  at  large,  and  that  he  was  confulting  the  in- 
tereftsofihisconftitueots^in  fupportingtheoniy  meafure  which 
he  had  heard  propofed  for  providing  the  neceffary  fum  to  an<- 
fwer  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate,  in  tlieir  oppoiltion  to  our  prc- 
fiint  mod  implacable  enemy. 

Hedid.nqt  think  it  neceflary  to  trouble  the  Houfewitha 
repetition  of  tlie  fentiments  he  had  on  a  former  night  delivered 
on  this  fubjfA.  He  was  equally  convinced  oftheprppriety  of 
palling  the  biU  into  a  law  ;  it  was  required  by  our  duty  to  our 
country  in  a  crifis  of  danger,  and  ihould  receive  his  hearty  fap- 
port. 

Mr.  Percival vo(ct  and  began.with  remarking,  that  while  hon» 
Gentlemen  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Houfe  declaimed  againft 
certain  parts  of  the  bill,  they  had  fludiouily  avoided  to  enter 
into  the  difcuffion  of  any  of  thofc  particulars  that  juflified  the 
meafure.  An  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Hobhoufe)  had 
faid  that  he  would  fupport  property ;  he  confidered  himfelf 
alfo  fupporting  the  cauie  of  property,  and  of  every  thing  that 
could,  be  preferred  by  our  laws  and  the  conftitution.  He  was, 
he  thought,  fupporting  thefe  in  the  fupportheunfeigncdlygave 
to  the  prefent  fcheme  of  taxation.  An  honourable  and  learned 
Friend  of  his  had  faid,  that  the  bill  if  palled  intoa  law,  would  go 
to  alienate  the  afieflionsof  the  fubje£b  from  the  Sovereign  ;  he 

-would  afk  whedier  the  arguments  employed  againft  it  had  not 
that  tendency  ?  It  was  vehemently  contended  by  the  fame 
learned  Gentleman,  tiiat  the  people  were  not  at  all  unonimoos 
in  approv'mg  of  the  ux :  in  the  fame  breath  the  ahfence  of 
unanimity  was  deplored ;   but  if  the  honourable  Gentleman 

'  was  anxious  for  pr.(erving  unanimitv,  and  attaching  the  peo- 
ple to  that  Houfe,  he  would  at  lead  have  taken  feme  notice  of 
the  beneficial  meaiures  adopted  with  a  view  to  the  faiety  and 
welfare  of  the  people  by  the  Parliament.  An  honourable  Ba* 
ronet  whom  he  did  not  then  fee  in  his  place,  but  whofeabfenpe 
he  in  fomc  refpcAs  regretted,  had  told  the  Houfe  laft  night, 
that  he  took  the  opportunity  of  offering  his  opinion  then,  as  if 
was  the  only  op^iortanity  he  had  bad  of  doing  (0.     Fprhk 
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part,  He  could  not  conceive  why  the  honourable  Baronet  choCe 
not  to  attend  his  duty  in  that  Houfe;  but  had  he  attended  to 
it,  opportunities  of  ofiering  his  opinion  would  not  have  been 
wanting.  In  the  fpeech  he  alluded  to,  the  honourable  Baronet 
profefled  not  fo  much  to  dread  tlie  preflure  6n  the  countrv,  as' 
the  application  of  fo  much  money  to  the  fupport  of  what?  Of 
law  and  government.  In  that  fpeech,  he  had  called  the  (ire- 
fent,  a  war  againft  liberty ;  but  it  was  not  a  war  again(V  liberty 
rightly  fo  calLd ;  it  was  a  war  againft  the  mad>  and  defolating* 
liberty  of  France  ;  undertaken  equally  with  a  view  to  prevent 
the  importation  of  French  principles  into  this  country.  Indif- 
ference to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Englifhmen  as  af  people, 
and  of  the  conftitution,  as  the  guarantee  of  their  continued' 
profpcrity,  was  at  ^11  times  unworthy  oTEngliih  bofoms.  It 
ill  became  any  man  to  embarrafs  difcuffions  important  as  the 
prefcnt  with  declamatory  accufations  of  Mtniffters ;  to  interpret 
the  motives  of  going  to  i^ar,  as  ariling  out  of  profound  hatred' 
to  the  liberty  of  any  people;  to  obftruA  the  fupplies  of  the 
year  by  endeavours  to  irritate  the  people  againft  the  only 
pra<%cable  fcheme  of  finance^  yet  propofed,  that  is  adequate  to 
the  crifis.  This  is  done  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  were* 
alQembiihg  the  armv  of  England  on  their  eoafts,  deftmed  to  in- 
vade us,  smd  overwfielm  and  poifon  the  nation  with  the  formi- 
dable train  of  evils  always  engendered  by  a  French  invafion. 
The  honourable  Baronet  having  complained  laft  night  of  mif- 
reprefentation,  Mr.  Percif  al  faid,  he  would  have  been  happy> 
to  fee  him  in  his  place,  while  he  that  evening  made  fome  re- 
marks on  the  expreflions^  the  alluded  mifapprehenfion  of  which 
gave  rife  then  to  exphnationi  What  the  words  were  as  fpo- 
ken  originaMy  by  the  honourable  Baronet,  he  would  not  at- 
tempt to  recolle<^»  but  certainly  they  afforded,  in  their  explain- 
ed ftate,  more  of  admiration  at  the  fyftem  of  French  politics, 
than  f(^Icitude  for  the  tranquillity  and  independence  of  this 
country.  The  oeconomy  and  political  wifdom  of  the  rulers  of 
France  weiieheld  up  in  contraft  to  the  afiamed  prodigality  and 
folly  of  our  own  Government,  for  the  approbation  of  the  En- 
glirfi  peopli?.  If  the  honourable  Baronet  pfbpofed  tohimfelf 
any  rational  benefit  from  foch  a  change  of  phrafe,  he  could 
only  fay  it  was  feeking  in  a  difference  of  phrafe  effeds  that 
were  infeparable  from  the  original  fentiment. 

Mr.  &«rt  called  Mr.  P^raW/ to  orddr,  obferving,  that  he 
thoiightthe  hon.  Member  would  be  a£ti»gonly  candidly,  did  he 
withold  general  refie£tions  uiltil  tbejion.  Baronet  was  ptefent 
Ito  whofe  fpeech  he' applied  his  comment. 

Mr.  Pirclval  proceeded.    Did  he  vieM  to  the  wifli  of  the 

3  A  2  hon. 


514  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAMENTARY  REPORTS.      [CouMOHJCp 

tcims  of  peace.  This  was  the  language  the  Directory  had  hcld- 
But  if  the  road  to  negociation  were  open  by  a  chahge  of  Mi* 
nifterSy  he  would  wi(h  to  know  what  •were  to  be  the  terms  rf 
Peaee  ?  He- would  lia^  the  Conditions  fixed  previfthfly  ib  any 
compromife ;  for  from  that  fym^athy  natural  to  men  of  nearly 
fimilar  fentiments,  and  who  aped  partitnlir  habits,  he  couM 
not  help  drcadmg  that  too  extenfivc  afcale  of  conceffion  would 
be  agreed  to,  if,  on  appointing  the  new  negociator,  we  did  not 
atfe  limit  the  extent  and  nature  of  our  facrifices.  Already  he 
had  taken  notice  of  the  fociltty  with  which  reform  is  on  all  oc- 
orftons  oonnedcd  by  certain  Gentlemen  with  peace.  Tlie 
ri|(ht  honourable  Gentleman  over  againft  htm.liad,  <m  this 
fiu>je<^,  recently  declared  his  fentiments  in  that  open,  boM,  and 
manly  manner  which  always  diftinguiihes  him.  He  then  told 
lis,  that  nothing  ihort  of  total,  radical  and  fundamental  re* 
fiMrm  would  fatisfy  him|  or  do  for  the  country.  Thefe  were 
words  of  ei^tenGve  application,  and  liable  to  be  mifunderfiood. 
They  were  ambiguous,  and  could  not  but  be  pernicious  i  yet 
he  knew  the  right  honourable  Gentleman's  adroitneis  at  reply» 
and  tke  eafe  with  which  he  foftened  barfh  or  frittered  away 
ftrong  expreiSons,  by  toffing  them  varioufiy  about  in  tlie 
courie  of  an  ekxjuent  ex|>{anation,  Phrafes  vamped  up  fory 
public  ufe,  or  paradoxes  decorated  to  pleafe  tl^  populace,  foon 
£nk  into  the  frigid  nothingnefs  of  words  of  courfe,  if  ever  re- 
peated within  tnefe  walls.  Probably  the  right  honourable 
Gcntlemani  if  he  fhould  deign  to  notice  any  thing  he  could 
lay,  would  tell  us  that  by  total  reform  he  meant  the  reform  of 
k  part:  that,  though  radical,  it  would  only  lop  oiF  a  few 
branches,  wLile  the  trunk  remained  undifturbed ;  and  might 
be  fundamental  without  touching  the  foundation.  It  was  not 
poffible  that  while  exprtffions  thus  ambiguous  remained  un^ 
coiitradid^ed  or  undefined,  but  men  of  every  party,  and  6f  all 
fentiments  and  views,  would  entertain  hopes  of  fucceft  under 
the  banners  of  a  champion  for  fo  general  a  reform.  If  it  was 
poffible  that  the  words  could  bear  this  interpretation,  he  owiir 
ed  that  the  quarter  from  whence  they  came  alarmed  him.  It 
jwasthe  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  faid,  oil  the  queftkm 
of  refiftance^  that  it  was  not  merely  a  duty,  but  an  a£t  of  ptV* 
flence  to  refift  the  Government :  It  was  •  he  who  withdrew 
himtelf  fncHu  public  life  on  an  hypotliefis,  that  attendance  in 
that  Houfe  was  not  neceflary,  as  it  could  not  attach  the  coun-» 
try  to  tlie  Legiflature ;  from  him  we  had,  for  the  iirft  time, 
heard  that  the  acquittal  of  men  who  had  confpi red' againft  the 
Conftitution,  was  founded  in  juftice.  Reverting  to  the  fubjed 
of  Peace,  Mr.  Percival  coiHtnded,  that  as  the  ground  of  ahy  ar- 

nuigemeot 


Jam.  %.}       WOOIIFAIX'S  PARUAMENTARY  RSFORTS.  i%% 

rdngement  betweeit  the  enemy  and  the  party  in  oppofition  to 
Mmifters,  rauft.  be  the  enemy 'a  pretonfions  to  indemnity,,  on 
the  aflumed  prii^ciple  of  injufticeand.aggrefiion,  no  Pieaco 
^uld  be  had  from  a.N^octator  of  that  party,  diiFennit  (rxm ' 
what  had  been  already  offisred  Iq  his  Majefty '8  Minifters^  Gen-> 
tlemen  need  not  fiippofe  tb#it  the  Qxpr^ffipna  of  friendfhiplbc 
the  reformers  of  England,  echoed  from  the  Aflemblies  to  the* 
Dire6lory,  and  from  thefe  Qo  the  armies,  had.  their  origin  in  a- 
generous  kindnefa,  a  benevolence  of  nature — no ;  they  wwb 
uttered  from  a  convi£lion  that  the  reformers^  woold  be  {aVQur* 
able  to  their  ultimate  objedl.  In  the  i^difids  of  iblier  men,  the 
quefiion>  however,  was,  whether  we  are  to  fubmit  to  France; 
and  yield  to  her  every  thing  valuable  in  life  without  a  ftruggle. 
If  we  did  not  determine  on  fubmiilion,  the  difcuiGon  of  thjis 
meafure  would  be  (hort.  Narrowing  the  ground  of  general 
argument,  it  would  refolve  itftlf  into  two  (hortqueftions— 
1  (L  Is  it  proper  to  raife  the  fupplics  within  the  .year  ? — ^and 
the  ad.  Is  the  prefent  the  beft  fcheme  of  iFinance  that  can 
praftically  be  adied  up^n  to  acoomplifli  that  objeii  ?  Of  the 
propriety  of  afling  upon  the  affirmative  of  the  firfl,  he  had  ijiot 
heard  even  a  doubt  thrown  out  by  the.Gentkmen  on  the 
other  fide,  who  had  taken  part  in  the  debate ;  and  he  in^ 
tcTTcd  from  the  filence  of  the  right  honourable  Gentlemaa 
^dr.  Fox)  and  his  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Sheridan)  that  they 
■were  not  averfe  to  the  fyftem.  [Thefe  gendemen  here  cried, 
"  No,  No  /"]  That  the  fcheme  of  taxation  was  the  beft  thai; 
could  be  adopted  followed  from  the  circumftance  of  its  being 
till  the  preceding  night  whhout  a  competitor^  It  has  now -» 
rival  in  the  plan  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Simeon.)  He 
had  many  objedions  to  this  plan,  but  his  learned  friend 
would  neverthelefs  cherifh  it  with  the  fondnefs  of  a  man  at- 
tached to  his  own  offspring.  At  this  he  (hould  be  lefs  fur^ 
prifed  than  at  the  choice  of  the  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr. 
Kfartin)  who  adopted  this  child  of  a  ftranger,  this  phantom! 
of  the  moment,  and  faid,  '<  Now  I  have  got  a  new  plan» 
and  I  will  entertain  it,  in  preference  to  every  other."  Un* 
doubtedly  the  prefent  meafure  was  bold,  but  it  was  alfo  ne* 
ceiTary  ;  and  the  refult  of  all  the  objedions  to  it,  was,  that 
you  mud  give  no  money  at  all,  for  the  legiflature  could  not 
aflefs  one  clafs,  without  neceflarily  affeSing  the  other.  An 
honourable  Baronet  had  aflced  whether  they  wouU  prefer 
yielding  to  an  enemy  rather  than  this  tax  ?  The  queftioa 
implied  a  doubt  of  the  loyalty  and  firmnefs  to  the  people,  for 
whofe  fake  it  was  proper  to  a(k^  whether  the  oppremon  of 

theif 
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tfaeiF  awn  poor,  metciMiiHeB  ii^n  Wtthitv  the  grafp  of  li^ 
cenfbd  robbers,  the  regulation  of  income  on  a  icale  adafited 
to  the  enormity  of  afdrced  loan,  were  thmg»  that  could  en* 
gage  our  poor,  inttreft  our  merchants,  and  fafcinate  our 
filop-keepers  to  the  adopt iofi  of  French  maAa^  i  He  can- 
filvidsd  with  C^yitngf  that  upon  this  queftto^,'  and  in  the  dif- 
cuilioh  of  this  point,  there  could  not  be  found  two  perfon^ 
who  hiul  entered  candidly  into  the  nature  of  the  meafurc, 
i\m  did  not  feel  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  adopt  it  i 
its  principle  was  juft,  and  the  objcA  cotnpatibl^  with  the  b^ 
jitikd  dearcft  intercfts  of  the  country. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  explained ;  he  faid  that  it  was  deluding 
the  people  to  fay  that  the  uxes  would  not  ultimately  fall  oa 
them. 

Mr.  Percival  explained. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeity  in  further  explanation  faid,  he  meant 
that  he  did  not  know  in  what  (ituation  the  country  could  be, 
in  which  it  could  be  worfe  than  at  prefent. 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  the  learned  Gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft  had  referred  to  fomething  that  he  did  not  (ay.  He  had 
faid  that  unlefs  fome  roeafure  lefs  oppreflive  were  propofed« 
he  would  vote  for  the  prefent ;  but  that  if  one  more  ration^ 
were  brought  forward,  he  would  vote  for  it.  He  (hould  at9> 
tend  till  a  reafonafole  hour  to  hear  the  debate,  and  being  no 
^  party  nuin  would  liften  with  attention  to  all,  atid  endeavoux 
'  to  form  the  beft  opinion  he  could  from  the  dtfeuffion  of  the 
fefpe£live  plans.  But  he  would  neither  wafte  his  health  nor 
his  time  by  fitting  till  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
Kftcning  to  fpeeches  of  two  or  three  hoiirs  length.  It  would 
/  be  more  agreeable  to  the  country,  and  honourable  Gentlemen 
would  be  better  underftood  by  the  Houfe,  if  they  comprefled 
their  fpeeches  into  one  quarter  of  the  time.  Whatever  vote 
he  gave  on  this  meafure,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  form 
their  opinion  of  him  from  his  general  condu£^,  and  not  from 
any  aukwardnefs  of  expf effion . 

Mr.  Sheridan  then  rpfe,  and  fpoke  in  fuWlance  as  follows: 
•*  The  honourable  Gerttleman  who  has  juft  fat  down  has  cal- 
Jtd  for  more  explanations  of  what  other  Gentlemen  havp  ad- 
vanced, than  I  ever  recoiled  to  have  heard  in  tWs  Houfe.  In 
<?andouT  I  muft  concKide  that  tlie  hoiiuourable  Gentleman  real- 
ly wanted  information  upon  the  points  which  he  affeftcd  not 
tb  underftand  \  and  that  where  he  did  mifunderftand  or  inif- 
take  the  arguments  of  others,  he  did  not  mean  to  be  guilty  of 
wilful  mifteprefcmatioa.  The  fpeech  of  tlie  hont>uraMeGen-i 
^  tleman 
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tlemafiy  however^  called  upon  fo  many  members  to  explain  the 
points  upon  which  he  has  commented,  that  1  have  been  under 
the  neceflity  to  give  way  to  them.  I  now  rife,  thus  early  in 
the  debate,  and  I  feel  fome  fatisfadiion  in  reflecting,  that  the 
adjournment  whtcli  has  taken  place  gives  me  an  opportunity 
of  prefcnting  myfelf  when  tlic  attention  of  the  Houfc  was 
awake,  bccnufe,  had  I  prcxrecded  laft  night,  1  might  have  found 
the  hon.  Gentleman  (Mr.  Martin)  wearied  and  exhauded^ 
and  difpofed  perhaps  to  give  me  a  hint  to  fit  down  before  I  had 
finidied  my  argument.  I  have  liflened  to  the  fpeech  of  the 
honourable  Gentleman,  a  fpeech  certainly  of  great  talent» 
great  ingenuity,  and  conCderablc  vehemence.  The  fentiments 
which  it  contains  feemed  to  be  fo  much  in  unifon  with  the 
feelings  of  thofe  around  him,  that  1  flatter  myfelf  that  the  ap- 
probation with  which  it  has  been  received  may  contribute  to 
(horten  the  debate,  and  to  fuperfede  the  neceflity  of  many  long 
fpceches  from  that  fule  of  the  Houfe.-  It  was  remarkable, 
however,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman,  amidft  a  variety  of 
matter  on  which  he  defcanted,  cautioufly  abftained  from  touch- 
ing upon  the  real  queftion  before  the  Houfe.  Many  of  the 
topics  which  he  brought  forward,  I  am  ready  to  admit  were 
-fairly  introduced,  and  perfci^ly  regular  in  parliamentary  d  :~ 
bate.  While  I  :rdmit  the  right  of  the  hon  Gentleman  to  ar** 
gue  the  fubjeft  in  his  own  way,  it  perhaps  might  have  been 
better  had  fie  altogcfther  abflaincd  from  certain  points:  or,  to 
ufe  a  phrafe  which  has  become  very  fafhionable  fince  the  in- 
troduftion  of  the  prefcnt  bill,  had  he  modified  his  attack  upon 
my  right  honourable  Friend.  The  honourable  Gentleman 
never  attempted  to  ftiew  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman 
below  him  was  the  Sued  pcrfon  to  adminiftcf  the  affairs  of  this 
country,  that  he  was  the  ableft  Minifter  for  the  condudl  of 
war,  and  the  moft  proper  perfon  to  negociatc  with  fuccefs. 
'The  whole  fcopeof  his  fpeech  was  merely  to  fliew  that  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  was  placed  in  the  avenue  to  bar  my 
right  honourable  Friend,  asTf  it  neceflanly  followed,  that  he 
alone  could  be  the  fucceflbr  of  the  pref(pnt  Miiiirter.  Suppofing, 
as  he  did,  for  the  fake  of  argument,,  that  my  ri^ht  honouraSte 
Friend  was  qualified  to  negociate  with  a  l>etlcr  profpeft  of  fuc- 
cefs than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchtquer,  he  faid  it  would 
be  incuml)ent  upon  the  Houfe,  as  a  preliminary  ftep,  to  treat 
wjth  their  Ncgociator.  He  thought  that  my  right  honourable 
Friend  could  not  be  inverted  with  that  character  without  dig- 
ger to  the  country.  What  were  the  grounds  upon  which  this 
aflertion  was  founded  ?  He  accufcs  my  rtghi  hon.  Friend  of 
having  confidcied  m-n  as  innocent  who  were  acquitted  by  ihe 
VuL.  L   1798.  ^   3  V  vcrddt 
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yttiiGt  of  a  jury,  and  having  argued  upon  this  acquittal,  tliat 
there  was  no  proof  of  the  confpiracy  of  which  they  were  ac- 
cufed.  He  accufes  him  of  having  faid,  on  the  difcuffions  inci- 
dent to  the  Treafdn  and  Seditious  Bills,  that  refidance  would  be 
a  qucftion  not  of  morality,  hut  of  prudence.  Above  ail,  he 
founded  his  apprehenfion  upon  words  which  he  fuppofes  to 
have  been  lately  ufcd  by  my  right  honourable  Friend,  that  he 
%vou!d  tnke  no  fliare  in  any  Adminidration  without  a  total, 
futidamental  and  radical  Reform.  The  hon.  Gentleman  has 
'•'iu  e  a  very  pretty  play  upon  tliefe  words.  I  cannot  biit 
fu  [fcSt,  however,  that  the  honourable  Gentleman,  who  has 
bejn  celebrated  for  epigram,  has  put  thefe  words  into  tlie 
mouth  of  my  right  honourable  Friend,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
ilic  ix>int  with  which  he  has  contraftcd  them.  He  finds  out 
tliat  the  Reform  fo  broadly  dated  will  not  be  a  total  Reforaiy 
that  the  fundamental  Reform  will  not  touch  the  foundation^ 
and  that  tlie  radical  Reform  will  he  confined  to  the  branches 
without  dcfcending  to  the  root.  This  epigrammatic  wit,  how- 
ever, is  founded  entirely  upon  the  words  which  the  honour- 
able Gentleman  has  purpofely  added  to  the  expreffion  to  which 
he  alludes.  They  were  not  ufed  by  my  honourable  Friend. 
The  expreiTiou  he  employed,  and  which  has  become  more 
confpicuous  from  its  being  made  the  fubjeft  of  particular  thanks 
in  certain  refolutions  lately  advertifed,  was,  that  he  would  tike 
no  (hare  in  any  Adminidration,  vvitiiout  a  radical  Reform  in 
the  Reprefcntation  and  of  the  abufes  of  the  prefent  fydem. 
Such  was  the  expreffion  of  my  honourable  Friend,  and  the 
words  which  the  honourable  Gentleman  has  added  into  tiie 
bargain,  were  merely  introduced  to  point  a  fentence  and  to 
enliven  his  fpeech. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  confidcrs  the  condud  of  thofe 
whom  he  reprefcnts  as  unfit  fucce(ro£&  to  the  prefent  men  in 
power,  as  calculated  to  encourage  the  Jacobins  ^nd  to  forward 
the  views  of  the  French.  Thefe  ceitainly  are  formidable  evils, 
but  the  lionourable  Gentleman  quickly  difcovers  fome  ground 
of  confolation  amidd  the  dangers  which  he  apprehends.  Hp 
thinks  that  my  honourJjle  friend  would  rctra£l  the  declara- 
tions he  has  made,  that  he  would  renounce  tfic  principles  he 
has  avowed,  and  that  in  office  he  would  not  adl  upon  the  pro- 
fcfHons  he  held  befojrp  he  came  into  power.  On  what  part  of 
the  condnfl  of  my  right  honourable  Friend  he  founds  this  af^ 
lertion,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  conjeflure  ?  What  are  the  prbfcffions 
made  when  out  of  office  which  in  power  he  has  belied  ?  True 
it  is  that  fuch  conduct  is  not  unufual  with  daiefmen.  True 
it  is  thai  there  have  been  men  who  have  forfeited  fuch  pledges; 

who 
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who  have  faid  that  there  could  be  no  fafvarion  for  this  country  ' 
without  a  radical  Reform  (for  this  beyond  difpute  was  the  ex* 
preffioii  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  oppofite)  who  have 
maintained  tliat^nohoneft  man  could  undertake  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  this  country  without  that  Reform,  may  like  him  ab^n- 
dtWi  the  word  and  principle  they  once  held,  and  have  refifted  by 
all  the  power  of  corruption  the  caufe  which  they  laboured  to 
>  promote.  With  the  ri{»ht  hon.  Gentleman,  the  type  and 
image  of  apoftacy  before  his  eyes,  it  perhaps  was  natural  that 
the  honourable  Gentleman  ihould  confider  profeffions  as  ma<ie 
only  to  be  renounced.  When  he  refleded  that  the  prefcnt 
Minifter  had  not  only  abandoned  the  principles  he  profeffed, 
and  violated  the  faith  he  pledge?',  to  the  public,  but  had  be- 
come the  moft  zealous  pcrfccutor  of  thofe  whom  he  had  con- 
vinced by  his  arguments,  and  influenced  by  his  example,  there 
was  no  wonder  that  he  (hould  dillruft  profeflions,  and  afcribe 
but  little  fnicerirv  to  the, declarations  of  Statefmen. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  apprehends  that  many  dread- 
ful eonfcqueiKcs  would  enfue  were  this  radical  reform  to  be 
carried  into  effedl.  What  that  radical  change  of  (yftem  is  to 
be,  the  honourable  Gentleman  profefles  to  be  ignorant.  For 
my  own  part  I  can  fay,  that  no  man  can  be  more  decidedly. 
hoftile  than  I  am  to  any  change  of  fyftem  that  could  lead  to 
a  change  of  the  ancient  eftablifhed  conftitution  of  this  go- 
vernment. But  I  will  tell  the  honourable  Gentleman  what 
has  been  the  confequence  of  that  change  of  fyftem  which  has 
been  introduced  into  the  conftitution  of  this  country.  If  any 
minifter  of  brilliant  talents,  of  fplendid  endowments,  but 
a£tuated  by  principles  of  the  moft  boundlefs  and  cotolfal  am- 
bition, railed  up  by  influence,  fupported  by  corruption , 
ihould  fet  at  nought  the  rules  of  Parliament,  violate  the 
zSt  of  Appropriation,  raife  money  without  the  authority  of. 
this  Houfe,  and  fend  it  out  of  the  country  without  the  con-' 
fent  of  Parliament ;  if  he  has  tranfgrefled  the  conftitution' 
with  impunity,  if  his  criminality  is  fuiFered  to  pafs  even 
without  rebuke,  this  is  nothing  lefs  than  a  radical  change  of 
fyftem*  If  by  his  folly  and  incapacity  he  has  raifed  difcon- 
tents  ;  if  by  the  burthens  which  he  has  impofed  to  fupport'an. 
impolitic  and  ruinous  fyftem,  he  has  alienated  the  minds  of 
the  people  from  his  government ;  if  to  fupprefs  the  oppofition 
which  iticb  a  ftate  of  things  muft  naturally  produce,  he  has 
bad  recourfe  to  military  force,  and  covered  the  country  with 
barracks,  in  defiance  of  the  conftitution  ;    fuch  pradices 

3  Y  2  conftitute 
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conftimte  a  raoUcal  change  of  [y&cnr.  If  he  has  diftinguiihed 
his  adminiflratton  by  feverity  unknawii  to  the  laws  of  this 
<7ountry  «  if  h^  has  introduced  new  codes  of  trcafon  and  fe- 
dhion  ;.if  he  has  doonied  men  of  talents  to  the  horrors  of 
tranfportation,  the  vidims  of  har(h  and  rigorous  fenteoces ; 
if  h^  has  laboured  to  vilify  and  to  libel  the  conduft  of  juries» 
fuch  proceedings  originate  ii|  a  radical  change  of  fyftem.  If 
he  has  ufed  the  royal  prensgative  in  the  creatioti  of  peers,  not 
to  reward  merit,  but  converted  the  peerage  into  the  regular 
price  of  bafe  and  fervile  fupport;  if  he  has  carried  this  abufe 
fo  far,  that  were  the  indignant,  infulted  fpirit  of  this  nation 
roufed  at  length  to  demand  juftice  on  the  crime  of  which  hm 
has  been  guilty,  be  would  be  tried  in  a  Houfe  of  Peers,  where- 
the  majority  of  the  judges  were  created  by  himfelf.  I  will 
tell  the  honourable  Gentleman  tl^it  fuch.  a  ftate  of  things 
mud  have  originated  in  a  radical  change  of  fyftem.  Would 
it  not  be  right  then  to  pull  down  that  fabric  of  corruptions 
to  recal  the  government  to  its  original  principles,  and  to  re- 
cftablifh  the  con(litution  upon  its  true  bafis  ?  Will  any  fet 
of  men  deny  the  neceifity  of  a  radical  change  of  fyftem;  by 
ivhich  thefe  evils  fliall  be  correded  but  thofe  wIk>  already 
ibare  in  its  corruptions,  or  who  at  fome  future  period  osped 
to  promote  their  perfonal  interefts  by  thofe  very  abofes  wkidi 
liave  exhauited  the  ftrength  and  endangered  the  (afefy  of  their 
Coimtry? 

So  much  then  for  whst  the  honoar:M>Ic  Gentleman  has  faid 
upon  this  fubjed.  Trmuft  now  be  clear  that  no  peace  can  be 
obtained.  It  was  not  even  fuppofed  by  the  friends  of  Mmi- 
fters  that  they  were  fiocere  in  their  attempts  at  peace  till  the 
)aft  trial :  then  I  am  rather  inclined  to  give  them  credit  for 
(incerity,  though  I  can  fee  that  a  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man (Mr.  Windham)  trembles  at  the  very  idea  of  peace 
with  the  French  republic.  The  honourable  Gentleman, 
however,  takes  it  for  granlod,  that  there  can  be  no  dioice 
but  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  my  right 
honourable  friend  ;  on  a  former  oc(;afion,  however,  I  dated, 
that  any  other  fet  of  men  (hould  try^  to  negociate  peace  with 
France,  becaufe  any  iet<^f  men  mufl  negociate  with  a  better 
profpei^  of  fncceis  than  the  prefent  Minifters;  it  is  not  in 
iiature  that  the  French  can  confider  tbe  right  hcmourabl^ 
Oentletnan  cs^pable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  peace  and 
fmity  with  their  govemtncnt.  They  know  that  the  hoftife 
mind  exifts,  that  peace  is  not  iought  in  the  fpirit  of  ficace, 
that  fip  f^al  reconciliation  is  defircd.    Any,  peace  that  coold 
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be  concluded  I  could  conftder  a»a  falfe  and  hollow  truce.  It 
ciouid  not  be  a  ground  of  fecurity  ;  it  could  not  reftore  tlie 
bleflings  of  peace.  Upon  the  faith  of  it  I  could  not  confent 
to  the  reduction  of  a  iingle.man  in  the  army  or  naval  ella- 
bliihment  of  thi$  country.  Jealoufiesand  fufpicions  would' 
poilbn  all  the  advantages  which  a  fincere  peace  could  beiiow. 
The  French  would  feci  that  they  furnifhed  to  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  this  country  the  means  of  fomenting  the  difleniions 
ill  France,  from  which  they  cheriih  the  hope  of  re-eftablifli- 
ing  royalty  ;  they  would  lay  themfeives  open  to  thofe  in-r 
trigues,  and  to  that  corruption  which  have  hitherto  been  em- 
ployed to  overthrow  their  new  inftitutions.  If  the  French 
Pi  rectory  could  encourage  or  agree  to  fuch  an  infidious  truce 
and  cxpnfe  the  government  which  they  adminifte/-  to  fuch 
attacks  as  in  this  way  it  would  fuftain»  they  would  be  guilty 
of  treafon  to  their  country.  But  it  is  impoffible  they  could 
riik  fuch  dangers.  It  is  impoflible  that  they  could  ftake  their 
cxiftence  on  the  hollow  and  deceitful  peace  which  the  prefent 
Minifter  could  offer. 

The  honourable  Gentleman  then  cannot  fay  that  there  is 
no  alternative  between  thofe  who  are  in  power,  and  thofe 
be  points  GKit  as  their  fucceflbrs,  -Ffom  different  men  and 
diBierent  meafures,  hopes  of  peace  might  be  derived.  But  it 
is  faid,  that  my  right  honourable  friend,  and  thofe  who  ad 
with  him,  are  co  operating  with  the  French  ;  a^nd  what  is 
the  pmof  of  this  alfertion  ?  Why  the  French  fay  fo !  This 
indeed  is  a  curious  mode  of  proving  the  fad.  It  would  in-\ 
deed  be  a  hard  rule  if  what  the  enemy  fay  of  what  is  done  by 
any  members  of  the  Britiih  Parliament  was  to  be  the  fland- 
ard  by  which  they  are  to  be  judged.  We  are  not  to  be  tried 
by  ^hat  we  have  faid,  by  the  meafures  we  have  recommend- 
ed, by  the  whole  of  our  conduct,  and  by  our  own  profefiions^ 
but  by  the  opinion  which  the  enemy  may  think  proper  to 
exprcfs.  But  how  then  do  we  co-operate  with  the  enemy  i 
We  are  friends  to  reform  ;  a  phrafe  which  it  feems  is  hence- 
forth to  beseemed  iynonimous  with  revolution.  But.bow  is 
this  reform,  from  which  fuch  dread&l  confequences  aire 
apprehended,  to  be  introduced?  Were  my  right  honouraWe 
triend  to  fnpport  it  wiien  in  office,  will  not  the  right  honour- 
abJe  Gentleman  be  ftiil  ready  to.oppofe  it  ?  The  honourable 
Gentleman  either  thinks  that  my  honourable  friend,  when 
Mioifter,  will  have  in  favour  of  reform  that  corroption»  that 
inHuence,  thofe  titlcF,  thofe  jobs  and  contraSs,  by  which  it 
is  now  oppofed.i  or  he  thin)^  that  farliapacnt  being  diffolvcd, 

tha; 
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mm^fmihnhn coiitIii£l'ofitiiis*€(Mintnr.:^  ^Whenf^tjiey' faund 
dMilmcritii'id  prefence^  ttmlkm^tx,  ttmAnji  lahtl  ibdal  brdcr 

every  ifciB&ffidft  nfflich'<ygy<<pqfed  triotir  pvmpjb^j  feeganto 

noBaA-ml^  facobins.'  W(ho>aretMvwh^MievcohiW^dh^ith 
tbe*  jijK99liik6>  WooU  krheJUe  rMMV^irig  ftthiinciflrtfae  adnri^ 
niftnrtidii  bfiiliQirs  in  th^ihindsil  ihcfe^wbo  oppi»rHhii|ifta9; 
as  if  tfte  WM|b;s  in  T745>inRl  nlfigAed  tbe{ftJHb(>iiTtO'Ui^  iiands 
of  the  nporits  i  The  lattari«vbi«) »?  bvMfjcdefiitnifi  ikrabct  idit; 
faccdRoA;'  but  v/fll  GvntkmM  ibAoUi^ii^cfot.tbcy^brUeve 
that  thofe  whom  they  reprrfshtoifftKb  onlfvvhAi^  thefprdenr 
immflera  are  leagued  with  anyl  faAkitrla  akerfthe4knflhuti|M 
ofibiscx>umry,  in  the  faifie^'iiKiiifpei'a^^bcoJaetriittiis  in  the 
year  f  745  were  hoftile  to  the  fixifiiii^  edbUifflimeitlf: 

Avalbog  myielf  of  the '  Mtitudtf^trf.  teplj  tfthicfajthe  genefsk 
topk6bn>ogbtibrward  by'thofe  whoh2nr0{poke»flfcpQTi.a!iiy(A 
botrthe  queOson  before  the  Uoafe  allow,  it  (hadl  'a^oriproc^ea 
to'inaU^fsme ramarksott the f{[>eech of  a  leanqri^CM^r if hd 
fpoke  lafl  night.:  iiaTitlg>;faome  to  this  Hottfe  feverd  htiird 
after  tiie»  debate  hod  beguns'  atftf  finding  that  the  gciftlciacn  Hvho 
fpokt  after  I  tame  m  cdnfinffll  diemfcTves  verv'iitderto  tUe  dif« 
'  cttffion  oix.th9>|irefent  moafune  ;  *  I  was  oUi^d  tfrkskon'mtfofi^ 
granted idie-fartiefllair'qaettion  before  the  HoofeJiacf  been  Very 
njllydiibuflEBd  an  thefpeecher  which  were  madenbefbreisiy  ar- 
rival. The-  learned^  Dofbr  to  whom  J  have  slliidcd  pethapt 
may  nai  remember  iSiat  bb ^fpekis  at  ail.  A  wiie  man^  itefaM/ 
douUs  of  euery  things  and  the  learned  Dodtor  Tetwied  to  carry. 
hi&  fce|3tic)fiii  a  great  way.  Car  at  the  commeaoemeot  tf  his* 
fpcoch:  he  doubted  whether  be  tvas  fpeakhig. .  I  yomember  tfa^ 
words  w»th  which  be  begad  wem^  ^'  Sh^;  'in  rifing  ID  addreisi 
myielf  to  yon  on  the  prefcntfoceaiion ,  //  /  bave  rtfpi**  if  .the* 
learned  jSemlemeit  flill  rdoab(&;iw!iether  he  fpoke  at  all,  I  can 
affoteh^  that  he  maderxt'veflyingeiiiosf,  a  veryelabomte^  and 
certainly  a  long  fpeech  upon  a  variety  of  topics,  without  (peak" 
ijOBg  at  >iUi  t»  tho  btil  befin^]«hcr;H6ufe ;  'and  if  he  doubts  my  au<» 
thority,:any  other- Getikitomijiiay^probaii^y  give  him  the  fame 
afiiifands:'  The  learned  dOfehtidBabi  went  into^a  wide  view  of 
RomanvHiftory,  aftid  toUvsv  ^»^n  thoaothority  of  Sctpio»  that 
we  hari'  litfte  to  ddead  fiwiimtfa  riiAbtencd  in  vaCon  ct  the  eiienly^ 
beciu&f<hey  iinuft  conqHr^ldihofcte  w^  cooid  conquer  them^-*^ 
\Vhatw««»M  the  L3rd\Ma9onAQd  Aldermen  of  Londoii  fiiyc*  if 
tboieamcd  6emloinaa.ivem  tar rftdb them,. rxitbelt  Stiooffax^ 
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\m  encamped  aft  Bbckhealbi  that  ihey  need  be  xmAr  no  ap* 
peehenfioiH  thftt»  before  he  •ouM  4dfance  to  boni  the  :city  of 
London*  Lord  Hawfce(bury>W9fimafchuig  toby  Paris  in a(h«? 
1  fhould  like  to  fee  the  faces  of  the.  faercatitiiewoild,r:wbeilthtfy 
were  tDfamed  cnthe  authomy  of  ^Sctpio^  (hac  ihey  lsoi|ld  not 
be  ia<e  tiH  the  eneuy  irereat  i^e  gates  of  ihe'^DetfopoKsif  arid 
that  they  OMiid  not  Ixipo  for  4t  iua'efttui  •lerhifmti^i>' of  «he 
coii^  tiU  they  had &iil becnoooquered  i  In  the  mprtfetua-  . 
tiohK)f  the.cocMivA  of  Hnanoj  at  Carthage^ by  whofe^exeiftions 
'  the  fuppKes  were  refoM  tqi  U»iftibll»  the  learned -Dofbrtltd 
-  not  do  jufticc  to  Hannofi  A^rtbe  fame  time  it  is  to  ha  obTervetfl, 
.  that  he  faid  not  a  woid  of/dse  ftriktng  dtflTeience  beiweeh  Han- 
.  no  the  Garthagifimo,  m^  the  Haitno  «rhom  he  mfaittated  to 
be  in  the  £rttiAi  fenaDe*  Haiitiof«R:cecd€d  in  keeping  back  the 
fopplics.  Bt»t  has  the  Brittib  Hanno  ever  been  able  to  prevaU 
upon  the  lemtte  to  scfixfe  fufiplm  ?  has  he  unnerved  the  vigour 
of  our  exertions ;  has  he  ciiocked  the  career  of  fuccets ;  has  he 
fnfpended  oar  vtAorious  arms  in  die  moment  of  triumph?  Oh 
the  contcary^  has  not  the.minUier  received  foppKes  with  unex- 
.  ampkd  profuilon ;  lias  he  not  been  allowed  to  employ  them  is 
he  thought  pra|Kr ;  has  he  ever  heeii  rebuked  for  mifapplieatton; 
haa  his  inilborMhif^  ever  beenthe  (ubjed even  of  em{uiry  i  Haiv 
-itiM  toowos  a  yoong  mzn^-j-^^jmrnnati^grantimatpieline  r-ij» 
nU  Thetirgument  of  ilanno  was^  ^  1  hear  of  the  v.i£k)ric6  ^{ 
Hannibal,  b«t  [  hear  of  no  advants^  which  they  ptwluce  tn 
Carthage."  Every  vi£kory  is  followed  by  (reih-iknsands  and 
new  t^uifitkins.  The  continuance  of  the  war  muft  therefore 
prove  rurnoQS  to  Ci^nhkgp.--^art.b£gimi  mmma  qwiia.  Thb 
.aflnirsofthe  Carthiginians  afterwards  miicarried.'  Hannibal 
afDerwarcis  lantghed  athis  countrymen  fiot  what  did  he  kugh 
at  \  He  laoghedat  thofe  men  who  afFeded  to  be  dtflksisfied  w ith , 
the  terms  of  peaec,  wtthoot  canfideriiig  in  whofe  haoda  they 
had  left  the  conduct  of  ^  the  wur.  -  In  ilmilar  circumftances  ;in/ 
man  might  perhaps  fmile  tike  Hanntbaiy  to  fee  the.  people  of 
this  country  difcontenicd  with,  the  terms  of  peace^  when  it  was 
remembered  that  the  war  was<profecuied  under  tbe>aaipices  df 
th^  pnefent  miaifterc.      .    '     ».. 

I  cannot  refrain,  however^  ftbrneotpieffingmy  afioniftimetv: 
tliat  a  grave  perfbna^Kko  tbe'ieamcd  GetUteman*  a  anembcr 
of  the  graved  profcfflonwhichahiS'Holifecoiiiains>  iliould  bring 
forward  all  his  fdiooNboy  fX>lfti9«to  ev«acd  the  propriety  of  iu- 
y a<liiig  Fraiioe.  The^  Jcaaned  GentfeoiaM,  perhaps,  ihinka  tliat 
it  falls  to' his  .ihare  to  (upport  in  thk  Hou&  the  ofiiiiaons  of  a 
a  mane  of  much  gi eater  talents*  of  oiiich  higher  endowments* 
die  late  Mr.  Burke^  whofe  tttnae  ofi^ht  never  to  be  mentioned 
Vol.  L  1798.  3  Z  but 
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but  with  tcTpfjgh^-iHHe^lhM^  pefl^  th^t  he\i  the  executor 
of  thfit  ffip^jf^s^'s  pv}OGifi(\hi'  Xhsivtiais  adtodimp6»'li>  ^dnii- 
ni(tej[ilOfbis  fuffy  .wifh9V(riy>(3^tt^0(S^£o|ic'lVC^><tf  ^R  fire,    f 

fe^;iliy,wi^.r(eqeiifcrir»r^Abifi  f^^^  fo«wk?hr8lJipr<*«on, 

Bnd>bi<^f]^  have  bw}  at^»4«4  mUi  ibch  JdmcmaU^coiife^iiett-. 

tlie  )eaf9/3^'X^c<^^^W^  >fiH^^  Ji».ti»odel()oiffr'40ftikiA5*fiafve 
indeed^  »f^mils(ci^:  tq,  the  fpif QuisAaiicts  in  jWhich  t#e  a^e^fAae* 

«1ocs.he  rf^men^ber  ijiat  jtvi  SLooiant/wtr^ljtf^peie^  inured  io 
warapiifp  W/dAiipsj  ,Qf|e9^.kf  meanc>ft»xcK»paft  acomnier- 
cial  gowtry  )ik£  Great  B4uin.Y7ith  A^^woiMdpMfiie  like-  tfife 
Romans*  ox  to  point  out.Ciiiilar  rttli:i  of  poli^  IbrtllegiiiAnie^ 
of  our  i^onduj^  r  Had.Roni^  liie  dd^rby  wotob  tbitf  <3QWit)ify  is 
borpe  down  ?  Had  Rome  ^e  bultifark  of  a  niv^^Aifttb^M  by 
CQP^isxwxl  Would  fackiQf^tbatcapitaihav^dvm-'a^'deatfite 
thait;  qre4i^by  which  alc^w^pifc  can  flubfifttaaGnntttio^-?  -!f  ^he 
areu9if^nt$  pftlie  learned  Qeolleman  ooivM/evlsfy'bredtf^-thb 
efl^,w1)kh.he^ierirjes„  thetevenl  wouldmi  fttt«i(fli4  A^bj^a^ffir 
the  fwiaW  and,  tli^>Ifloii^  buttbe  &fe  whiofaj)i(^nr  it^T^ 
th^  iig))k  |iiQn..G(rntl^iDp%  I  ii  be  was  feduecd  b^  fo^h'^oA^ 
fcls*  night  beic»prGficd4nrii^i»npi?gtt<rftb^^  *  ''* 

'  ./         ,  .  U{Iuifnf.]^l9i:rM.«tded»ntio  Sift^ii      .r  f    . 

Pofterity  iwoqld^bnindbia  naoi^  th  theTameminMi^r,  %nl^tiif(' 
in  hifrdeftmaion  only  the  Wbjeft  rf-  pfihegyrl<^  tb^'^fchoor^boy  * 
polittclans,  and  a  fpcecfa  to  a  gitit«e  doAbr  Icafrn^in  tlhclaw'. 

The  leacnedGemleman^^  aiwdft  MMi^  tbi>itVof  argijlnenri, 
faidnolbiingas  to  the  nature  of  the  bill  bdori'tftb  fi6^rc.     if 
after  ihe    deviatoons    which  fh^   ^obrfe  of  '^hjb'^^bate  h^s 
taken,  I  »oy  venture  to^tafceifhut  liberty  wWlbtirte^^  ca jfcd 
to  orders  1  ihall  now  faiy  a  lew  words  to'  tfie-qwftlAn^ "  h  ba| 
been*aifeed^  db  choie  wlwnppofetblstn^ftire  adrriittH;  {>W^^ 
pie,  ^rcab.they-proditae  ynff  thing  bitter?  CernUhhrtib  pcrfbh '. 
Is  bdurid  tolprqecfe  a nsoo^ft  d!^i^&»n  Wh?n  'be  tlfes  to'od- 
pofolib^  ofilHd-Olraniellorirff^W  Ext*tQtitr, yt  Tft  lbbV4 . 
cri(i»8i!'*c  prefctotfitiwpwld*b  WWhtily  Wr'wiifchott'any  i^ci^;  , 
which!  wc^oan  ipDiitribo»,ioHiaiiy'i'(tff tV^  'fcntim^nW  vrlf  aifcr-^ 
ta!n.f>»IfAon  fay  diari*iffKi)«!yVtfodfc'by  ^fftich  itW  folti  ^^      * 
that  raqfeififed  wm  h6iToH^'4i}\w  t- Id^n, 'fft<^9W?rdt;orWf   ' 
is  xoim  ptod>by  taoiqs  bt^ifckfoiwy  <f6yibibu^i6n,  miH  'i^nt 
fund  for  tlteve|»iii6adii:3of'4l»^br:   'Ipii^ft  ffie1iHj»M 
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ple.ky  wbidi  .money  in> tbw«<ountty  can    bct^SSSi  'Sup- 
pose i&is  ifnpd&We'to.bDOo^^)  ih  fiiifh  a  fbie  of  things 
this  GDuatry  is  nMord^ '  -KOoUfmielit  ctiii  b6mM\  xhetu^fsdt 
canaoi  g>ve«    tl  j«h.very  £sr  froM^vrtihiitg  to  tticatcm:  %fjpair« 
If  L  really  eatDrOMisil  focih  a<f«ii4ii^i5hv,  Ifliooid  wlfiif't;6  dif* 
guifc  it  even  t^.myfisE  1 ' :  fibe^Wtt  i^it  jtii  borh>*';     Mow  tligri 
are  ihe  funds  to  be  raifcd  to  ttor^Aat^  it  WMcli  it  tqiv^  W  con- ' 
vaniont  corborrosm  ^it'inibft^k^dim^  hy'-atmndo        uie'fyfteri^ 
io  which.  W6.iiay».jprobocded^'t^>rMefKhnte     iti  th^  public 
expcnce*.   ir.t>ubl^ifpaitidb(ai'«3ttfl«^fvblttritary  Aibfdrij^iong 
nuy.aifl^d  ft>meiMA9c)butJ^off:th{V^4'  c^hfeft,  I  am  riot  very' 
fangnuie.    AfiqomaUy^liowovevv^  ^  hebeflarjr  to  re^ot'6  the 
bai\k  ^  it>  Itircper coedkv'to  jpdlc^^^t tony  Ripulation  '  being' 
madp,  topreufKfrtiitft>C]Fmjpayit»g^^JWftHlGbts ;  and  to  rcllore  to 
the.cpuncry  thotWdfi^gf  of  peace.  --'Astb  tlie  pr^fcht  meafure' ' 
it  m^ft  eiidjq.4tfonred.cmltri!bbtiotl  ^in<k)me  by  forced  di(c}o^ 
(are,  a  thii^  utterly  arreconcifkabto^tofhe  fpmtb/a  frec^  ahd 
cQa»MK;rcia(  cmv^yv'  :if  aflNIbn^evem  be  appointed  iii^itrii-  . 
rily.to!make.4fi0£uiientfr  of  the  inc^OA)^  of  evet-y  ¥ndividda^^^ 
wiuch.fJrO(B«diei4ia:veysQlroaiiy  mad&'by^headla^it^  of  the 
incpme  of  iii4iy(Uals,t  feeois  to  be  the;  ^efl|;n  of '  M'ml^et^,  tilcK ' 
a  mode  of  pvoeoeding  would  be  atotxtsrcrtterfottthant^ef^f-'  ' 
fefled  taxes.    In  my  mind*  no  critcrioA  at  atU  IvnvSvtr  jM^\i 
may  be  thought^fcaii  render  the'  prihciple  toitrable.'  'Thofe 
who«  from  the  criterion  taken  up  by.  tlner^MIntfterthis  yeart 
have  been  caught*  will  be  careful  in  fdture  td  avoid  any  exter- 
nal  fyq[^ptotns>.l)y  vfhicb,  oa:a  fulnre  rocoafiod  ihey  firighrto 
aflefleci.    It  wiU  jocc^Uipp  UAivepfal  ^etmnchonenCi  and  ctttvfb^ 
quentiy  injure  d)ie  revenDe  by  dcAroying  confomptlon. '  -Tte 
efFed  of  this  fyUem  oft  netirenpbmefU  vriU  dimmiih  thtf  piXblit 
revenue  by  ait  If^^d.  Xui9  mWlim^*-  .)An  arbitrary  affefiWiettt 
would  be  V^terrfhan  tt^at  laketi  Qti<  any  criterioD^  becaufe  . 
the  former  wPMl^.nUikc  ix*iadifiimiiKii.the  peribn'  ooitlribat* 
ing  whether  b^,)lj>pnt,aU  his  incpnns^K  fidt;-  wfaileithe  latter 
would  induce  him  to  avoid  every  appc^ocerthat  coaM  brnftfde  -  ' 
the  future  ftan^^idof  ^ontrijbMtio^^ : «  Aicamh-^mflkfr  itiLongn 
acre»  would  do  wifely^  if  be  coaMi  Wi^mrat  otoB^!hilTldre4l<'   • 
pounds,  than  a  mu,cb  Tmaltqr  iMyi^hicHilApriv^ftidtf)  dCMf- 
cuftomers.    In  the  (fipof  iiHifin^  tbfcbtwatehmagtoi^!  ^Their 
employment  wa$  Avpt.taied,4ifi^a^rftthet,wodld'f«anrtD>taxritlr^'  ' 
genious  nicchfM:iiC3(;.bi^  tbo&^  w)^!w«H'eiiw^lr87We«e'%aked|> 
and  many  ind^j^f;\a<^s  n^cn.werp  i>^iic0d)^oithe  moAldepkm* 
ble  wretchedpcfs/ pX^  wWp  (yfVtOfinimd  pncK:ipld>of :  the^ 
tDeafure  appear  to  ^e  iit;terlyti^^Klteabl0'1ffilili  evtr^  wife 
and  juft  fdieme  of  taxation. 

3Z2  What 
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What  fubflitiice  then  is4^4:i$  ukmii .  Theie  arc  but  rhrcr 
MTisiys^nlilrhkl^tbwriiiiii.caB.b^fait^  withiu  the  y<ar,.eitber 
by>dMftbil-y  comitetiaii^f^iebar^ngthe  exifting  taxes,  or 
a  ^fited  loan  ;•  afnd  of  tticicf  jtb<^^  the  prefent  ineafure  ii&4i^ 
w6fft.''  Might  fiottbeiirlialB<^«bf. plan  be|>o{lponed,  except 
tli^t^McIl  jHoVidesiiCbp^VtrfQiH^iirj  opotributiQns?  And  f  am 
fxire^^  \sktt,  I  ha^e  nooobjta»|q^  tp^rp^d  thebiUin  tbaitcafe 
thrnr  tUii^ifit  one  dayvth<Htwe^^fw%y,/tyy.thiscxjpt  With 

•  His 'l^ii'Fi%^ginfv  overt': ibeh  ^wHrrttfi^ns  could  not  be  plkd 
vol  rfrt^y  fot  nomwc.'Co^Id.he^t^tef  in.poiqt  of  pTudenoEr,  to 
'pay  tVetfan  aitiouRtof:wba|  beiWould .be  obliged  to  pay  rathi^ 
than^e  rii^r^dmeoMrtUtte  odivhe  valuation  of  fncome  taken 
from  iny  vlfiliftf  fymptoms...,'!  am  not  very  fenguioe  of  the 
fmxe6  of  voKuntttryoqotributiofSi  vvithput  fotpe ^  fuch  compal- 
flon.  From  the  higheft  to  the. lowed  of  thofe  connefted  with 
the  GoV^finsent/thtue  has.beeo  no  difpofitipn  to  give  up  atfy 
thfirrg;  tlierehai  becrt  notx^fnpie  to  the  people  of  tlw$  fpifit  <rf 
i^rrhee.  it  t&  not  eaffytfta-^noofurage  individuals  in  the  habits 
6fkec(ii?fifMbn,'atultfoBif^iiit^  liberality  to^rds  the  Govern* 
thtvit:  'ff  a  jB«rngai.iaeiiifi)i»  or  a  Chinefe  mandarin,  were  to 
bofnfoHtied  that  400^- miHions  had  been  IcnWp  {bb'Gclvern* 
rneftt  l#'k)dliridiials',  /tliat  a  vace  was  ran  by  tHe  compedtbrs 
for  the*prcfCT«rioe-9  that  irten  (^onteii^ed  about  die  fubdiyiilon 
oF  th^^  ptitttehe;>  and  to  fm^el  out  the  pai  ts  a .ripng  a  ciioWd  oif 
friends,  tit) 'would  te  rcttdy.  b^  exclaim^  O  magnanimous,  O  in- 
vincibfe  people  I-  Wcte  lie  agjaiu  to  be  told  that  they  iew^  which 
aSuated  ilie  lenderi  were  fblftib,  that  their  profitsVdtc  gfor- 
ou« ;  'that  loyalty  ioan-holders  iiad  befiegcd  ibeir  houl^  for  in- 
dcmnitication  of  the  lofa  (uU^in^  on  a  bargain,  he  would  ex- 
claim,  O  wretched,  O  undonepeople  1  It  is  ^jadditffiilg  the 
interdl  pF  this  body  of  men,  however,  that  tile  accoinmo£tion 
of  the  Govermnent  can  be :  if  cured;  and  bp;w  '^  the  credk  oC 
th«-  cotimtry  to  be  reftoied  to  tiiat  ixtoatbn  WhicH  Will  render 
it  praflicable?  -^ 

Nodtfpoihion  to  contribiH^  voluntarily  has  yet  been  dKplay* 
ei(lr6tn  the  irery  hq;heil  tQjtbii  lowed  ranks  in  the  adminifira- 
tton  df  tiie  Govemacofri.:  While  a  teller  of  the  Exchequer 
receives  ton  or  twshre  tfaqu^nd  .pouad  a  year  by  the  w^r^  a 
.near  Mefateioftkat  petfotHooMenqs  that  no  peace  ought  to  be 
'n»de«  'ihit  I  amtoUrtlittt'  it  isnide,  uncourteous,  vulgar,  to 
fnppdfi^fbil  fadi  a/fiml)  ^op)d  inilaenoe  the  fehtiments  of  any 
man.  '  Snde»  nnoomtec^itaod  vulgar  ;ps  thi$.  is^  the'toiiftitu- 
tion  is  Ite  rude,  vl^|^JM|lpw,  though  the  xightl^KifuiUfdble 
GetTtlemtei  will  Aaat^  and  -feorn  thofe  who  fup^fe  inqam  of 
this  nature.    The  coifftxtution  is  jealous  ot  die  eSe<£t  tnSm^ 
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andoyen  fends  a  man  back  to  Vi«  ctrnfthoetih  ttho^aoctptsa  . 
i^toation  to  which  impoftaitt  *  <tut<«6  aie^  aftaohcdr .  „i  t^fi^no 
authority  t1ierefoit;1ft  ibppeiGTigfhfii^ibfneb^  the 

mtnd  where  intereft  powmtiMy'-pffbinittsamiiin  tOtfi)ppQrt.af|f 
iyCtcm  of  meafures.  I  recdlkM^v^Ma^  thd.e«<l  of  t(iefAwrri-' 
^Q  Var^  when  I  was  ttcttutf  %o:4ie[«raif«rfi»  th5  n^le  }i/Utr 
^s.  ^hp  19  tellef^of  thi;  ExTc^aitttor^widte'a'kt^ 
piuiphex^  of  the  trcaftiryi  tidi|iM|iagi  thattbeoft^  QMghtbe 
placed  in  the  reform,  fcdt  f;^f  ii^atJrtie'iamie  tifUQrf^'^FrJ^is!^* 
ictence  would  btirn  to  thihlt  thtit  Ne^wa^.  p«efitYng.%ft)^(>c^la* 
fnitiesof  the  country.  Thia^  ^^i  ho«RCvert  wias^i^fc^jr^. 
Now,iioWever,  when  the  pdbfid  d«igencte9fi>fijrpngly  demaiid 
fome  facrifice,!  am  perfliidedthc}  nDbk  Marqais  iwilf  Qot.<)nlf 
b^  ready  to' forego  a  partef^he  fHPofiaof  l>i$qfficf|,bat  will 
bring  gp  all  the  arrears  whidi  btini-  upon  his  confir^^nce  fioce 
(the  year  178^-  ^' 

La(l  ye^r  1  took  occafion  to  ftate  that  twealf  fott^citiUliQiiB 
wogfd  he  necelSry  for  the  peace  cftablUbovent  of  .tbQ  couniUf » 
taking. the  ^average  peace  eftabl^lhpment  before  tli^  i^ar  at  (^fin^ 
teen .  millions.  Since  that  pevM  feven  and  a  bftif  nnlf tons 
.  of  permanent  taxes  have  been  added^auidtit  wHl  tiaquice;  ^mo- 
ther mUHon  and  a  half  before  the  &nr  almdy  jbxptnde^  ^^ 
due  can  be  provided.  Thus  tsitciitf-^xmiliom^  mtlii^  be  raif* 
.ed  though  peace  were  .immediately  to  take  place.  ^  Wb^ix  <s 
conddered,  however »  what  any  litfw  peace  e(^bliihment  mull 
be;  when  thefyfbm  which  is  piirfued  io  this.oountry.is.takea 
into  view ;  y^hen  the  manner  in  which  Ireland  is  not  gdivem- 
edf  but  (ground  down  and  opprefled ;  when  the  hollow  and  de- 
ceitful nature  of  any  peace  which  the  riglil  hon.  Gentleman  ia 
^an  make,  recQl)e<5led«  no  man  can  think  that  two  millions  more, 
leaking  twenty  eight  millions,  woold  be  an  extravagant  com- 
putation as  tlie  amount  of  the  permanent  peace  c&ahlUliment^ 
This  is  a  tremendous  and  awful  confideration,  but  if  the  coun- 
uy  is  to  be  favcd,  we  muft  l6ok  bur  fituation  in  the  fa<ic,  and 
pake  proviiion  for  the  utmoft  extent  of  our  difficulties. 

While  the  bank  continues  in  its  prefent  ftate  of  dep^ence 
on  the  Minlfter,  itis  impoflTibletAhope,  however,,  the  public 
credit  can  be  reftored,  and  the  fuAds  raifed. '  Laft  year  much 
was  faid  in  >hc  nfewfpapersabdHt  the ctmneft ion  hejt ween  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  and  the  Boiik.  It  was  f^id  thatihe  banns 
bad  been  fothid.  'The  tonduft  of  riie  ChariccHor  of  the  Ex- 
hccquer  fhcwe^  that'ht  ciiltivated  the  conne£lioof9a>(|ccount  of 
the  hdy'sddwrjr^  rtet  for  the'Coittforc  of  her  Cocicty;  Atfirft  the 
affair  fecmed  tb  ()refent  tlie  appearance  of  a  penitent  feduAion, 
biitnow  it  has  degenerated  iritt)'a  contented  prodUution.  The.' 

country 
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aroqi^djpReo^  :  W^^  itts^.^prodilcod  the  imf»tta^idR  if  irnot 
co^X  ^Q{f ffU^i^^  iiffittr9)riie./rt^t¥onMf«bte  &iiiifttaiin 

^94^!fA§  Qmolxu}  the  i»liki)iii»f6f  paifico^lutt  nbt  fufefitieti:  > 
In  Ac,^rfl|jn^a||ce.Uimighfcl»atta^  . 

ftitudon.   "^e  might  exclaim  with  Califla,  in  Rowe'^'f^^' 

;  '    *"^  Ajw  quite  forgee  ''twas  he  (hat. l^d,^(toe.j[pe(*.*^M^<<-  ,,  ,  :^ 

Kotfiing  could  more  < cjffi^adifiTd  dttiett^  khfl'^ei^re  of^  Jl 
copoieroial  people,  ihan.M  iiftkrw  xht  juj^l^lheiSi^etxixht' 
Minider  and  the  Bank.    'VfODthc  examinbtioh  ihto  th^  ^-   ^ 
faifs of  the  Sank,  the  ftatidihgCoirimlli^  of ^r^jjirito'd^n^   . 
bet  weieh  the  Bank  and  the  Mtnifter  pkt>noim(^  tRilt-itfrix^^e  ' 
fufljci^?)^  means  to  pay  all  th^  priirate  deb*>  rf ^i^  RrtkC— 
but  tbe  Miniftcr  interpo(ksr  The  Bank  is  ptiic^  irf'flieTi^ir- "l 
ation  ot  a.perfon  who^ctin  pafand  will  not.  OflltTlrrtdafl6hr'' 
none  can^iejtnqre^  injufiotisvto  credit  than  this.  -"^WHen  it  ft  " 
knovrn  thaf,47ieo  sure  wiiUtig  tO(  pay,  credit  fltetbhtts  a  gr^t  ' 
yrzj  iR  favouf  of  their  al){lity  ?r .  boi  when  a  perfotr  fs  tMi^t-  * 
fiood  to  he  able  to  pay»  and!>wfili  not,  the  comdence  oh  wfalph  ' 
credit  ff;u(|( he ibiinded k «iterthrown.  •    --'     "    *• 

Tfief^annet  in  which  the  laft  teport  of  the^  Btthk  Conjr*  ' 
mittee  u  drt^n  4ip  is  1ikc!wife  very  curlou««    It  Is  found 
thete  is>^cnough  of  fund  to.  pay  the  private  creAtprs  of  the 
Bank;  but.no»  tays  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  ' 
clap3  hts  locif  4nd  key  oo  their  coSera.'  ^  Wtthburt^iheaning 
any  quibble  on  the  name  of  the  Sianourable  OiatHMni  ^df  th< 
Committee^  4he  condiid  of  the  .right  l^onourtttlle'  Gd^Teman 
irrefiftiblj^emiods  me  of  an  oid  pmv^rb:    The  il^brt  of' 
the  CdiuinjLttee  is  very  favoDiabte,  bur  ililt  th^  i^nk  miift''  ^ 
be  kippt /wider  coafioenient..  ^^Bragh  t  gOddd<^,"  iays  ' 
the  Cbwoqilpr  /©f  die  Excbequor,  ^*  but  H^i^a/t  is'ik  better,"  " 
and  (he  Bijnip  p^^ft  ))^  kept  xsnderjthe  tiitorage  of  the  Miniffer     ' 
till  he  ^n^ Ji  ci9nve()ieQtr^:BiiTif«rlf  to  fet  the  Dire^oirs  at' 
liberty.,    The  advances  fsttdciltfy  the  Bank  to-Gdv*eivrtriet)t ; 
^ccafioned  the  firft  ftoppags^  and  now  thtiee  Mrlitcqf^  tte  ^ 
again  to.be  advanced  withoutUny  fc&'uri^' whatever:^'  ^Ifthe     ' 
D'lrc^W.iQ  not  infift  pn.(pm6..feGurity  forthetf  ^n^pikytheht^  *^ 
ifaey  wiU  be^ guilty  of  z^fs  breaub^of  duty,  bliil^^hid^^chofe^'^ 

culpable 
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culpable  aegl^^  of  the»  itaitreft'  irf  fhen-  conrffiYtifents;  It 
feeois  that  the.  Q^k  is  to  bo  ihte*^<|W.?re*n^lr  of  Jirrttrt,  cvet 
(hut  iQ  time  of  Wiar)  Whiis  .wxl-'cohti«4le0  vi^  rMft^^oir* 
tented  to  vie.^  ^hd  mea^e  jp^pCf  t>ir6!ftU;  norWaH-N^  f»e 
permiued  tQr|COA(Qinpl«^^he).gtAleA  bufl  ltlM*fe  fWcirfi  bf 
peace*  The  f.rqf\d^:fDm^tf  atk^ thu^  ^t^  h«i\^  tfie  'key ^^  bf 
of  the  Ba«kr'WW«h'CtJidaiobdfiq^€l^ 
miffip'n.         ^  r/'  ..'•'•    '^   i//.jnn.I''^  •  '     --     •^'''"'  ' 

The  right  honourable  Gentleman  fays,  that  the  -Prench 
aim  their  attacks  ags^iD(i;4h«f<ficdit'^  this  couhtry;  s(nd  it  is 
neceflary  to  guard  aaathft  tthleit  ddlgn.  The  c5cpi|!ri9n  of 
the  report  is  whimileit 'Chbti^.'  'It  flutes,  that  the  enemy 
defign  to  attack  t)s  •*  by  iitteans  of  our  dredit."  No,  fays 
th^  Cbaocel.\of:  rf  jl^  Ejfcchrfiiiw^'a  have  taken  ^fc  to 'tate 
that  weapon  i^iiji^.  your  handki;  any  oth^r  weapon,  bit  ih!s 
I  ceitainly  w^iW  not  JeikYeyoiinoe«nfloy-  :  m 

It  is  fa*4  Sy.rfome  ihat  the  cbnduA:  of  thoft  wlid  btJ^oft 
the  Miniftertgnconrogcs^  the  FtencM;  ^hUe;  on  tlVe  tonli'^ry, 
the  whale  fy,i^9;K  of  Ws  Admioifthitlbn  tends  to  critotiirige 
their  (kf^gns,  Ua  it9s  taught'. th^ib  to  believe  that  hef  ^vdtna 
the  lower  dalfcstOnfy  by  coercionr;:^nd  the  tipper  iranl^^  bjr 
courtipiion*  •  'More  is  done  by  the  Ittngu&ge^hcfkPl^'Bmc 
Gentlemen  ii?itWs?Houfe.  thaf  it » is,  neceflary  to  bonf?tie  the 
foldicr^  in  barraeks  |o  niftke  tMm  idedf,  if  the  ^opfe^cinnpt 
be  made  dumb,  i^an  by  mxy  cotifaA  which  cdri  btfTitrpmcd 
to  the  oppofcrs  of  Minifters'  By  ihewing  that  tfifr  Mih!rtec 
can  get  no  Support  unpurchafed,;  the  enemy  are  ledlo  i^Tnk 
that  therp  is  no  pMblic.  fpitit  in  the  country,  that  ncfthing 
can^bc  done-bui^by  jobJj  and  titles,  and  penfions.  -What 
can  they  thin jc  of.  4^ofe  who  dime  forward  linder  thfe'prc- 
tencc  of  public  fpjrU*  when  they  fee  that  every  than  obtatna 
his  own  priv.a<ftjpir>s  theircwaid  ufhis  Minifterial  dev6tion? 
They  faw  4har.  4ifgrftC«  afteil  difgi^ce  nercr  dirftihi<h6d  hU 

J>owcr,  tha^^  e^^^l^y  fuccefiive .' attack  on  liberty  w2B  d^ 
ended  and.Jiipported  by  iComfHiaiU  majorities,  thatervcrjr 
new  f^iilurc  ferved  only  to  rivfct  the  attachment  ofhiyihrvllt 
adherepts.  When  theyifee.  the, iintion  endure  IfteTtj^thmgs/ 
^an  they  cc^nceive.  it.  will  beibimd  .tO'Conrain  rhirch^jpiibKc 
fpirit  to  irefift  ^foreign  enemy i.iBeyefeid  queftiorf  greiit'  fa- 
crificesn:v4(j)et1iade>f»haeveris,Minifter;  and  if  theenemy 
perfcvere  in  theii  defigns,  rcfiftance  tso  Jnvafion  mulV  be  en- 
coun^gpdf t  ev^y  hazapd.  We  mnd^give  up  the "idca/hdw- 
ever,  of;4f:^MS)it^{9Hand'  conthuiing^  in  a  ilate  of  i^iiry; 
ShouW  Jife!?S.#«fifla(y  wepauftibew  tfys^tt  we  arrf4pe%  f6 
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ftrip^Q^  the  frin  te^nnMoiyiQ  <mr/mttftiiAsnct  ud  mv-Ufecr* 
ties.  Ml  the  fkmt  mmaetia  tJMy/wcfc  cttcnpdfed  tol^f- 
gle  for  ctieir  fraedonw  UiU  mere  cam  ^■Awfaliifiottito  :lt& 
«fi7  km^er  of  giviog  op  iaupam  to  pwfeff«//die:wli9lc^  ^b«t 
wt  ffitiit  ittKft  both  Mr  Ubtfcy  amdpr«peft]^itniiMvtgagfid^ 
pdRalCy.  *  If  1  a«%'€alkd'Upm''tam7«ihHlii^ta'l«efiiere 
.the  teft,  this  tsimeUl^iMey  taft  ifi>I^«ain  xteQo^opeimKa^r 
Tirtifs  rticcellively  for  my'lhlHlng,  it  i(i  tldioabii5«vlcU:'lM 
of  giving  a  part  for  the  prefervationr  «fi||ttiiiftoa^:  '!Z1)» 
wiH  Vtbt  di>i  and  as  a  we¥rt]^' Baronet ^(^  W«  PiUtette;;}  £iid 
on  :^nother  occa6on,  if  i^  ^fo^nevr  MpeQt^di(taometlolie;nD 
joke.  This  kind  of  pafoddsttcri  MtAi€tnt)^4ong  be  eodnini 
it  Wiil  i)ot  do  to  tcl)  us  thki  fending  iiAiMiom'Of  tnmey  c^ticr^ 
many  fbr  the  defence  of  tfris'e^tintry  is  rniectonffonay,  tha€«» 
Jop  off  the  moil-  valuable  of  our  liberties  is^  lx>f»tfftm  the  can- 
fiitution,  that  not  to  pay  its  lawful  credicers'is 'tp^fupport  dfs 
credit  of^  the  bank,  and  to  introduce  a  utiivtltf'^b^MofQre  df 
income  rs  to- protefl  property.  Thi&  is  theSaft  QaKc.offuch 
(^clufion.  ^Jlie  tricks  have  been  too  often  4)dpcdted.;to.elade 
%hi  inoft  inattentive  obfervation.  While  the  afFairr.ofjiag 
country  cohtmue  in  the  fame  bands»  they  cannot  be  adminif* 
lered  wifely  or  wdl.  The  country  caiiiooC  hawcJ  csjjAhdcnce  id 
^fyOefn  afways-unfaccefsfai,  now  hopelefs;  and  thedifau:^ 
of  Miniftcts  intift  he  the'  preliminary  ftep  lo  any  vigour  dS'6f£^ 
lcm.o^an7  pfofpeftof  pe&ce. '  ■    '       .v  .  i: 

'  Mr,  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  it  is  impoflU)le  foitne^Sirt  ioip- 
Cftently  with  my  dutyi  to  fit  filent,  after  rhe  variety  of  extv^ 
ordihary  and  irrelevant  matter  which  I  have  heard^  introduced 
into  difctrffion  by  Gentlemen  on  both  Gde«  of  the  Houfie  laft 
night,  as  well  as  to-night.  Although  mcUrhirivedivc  hasbeed 
laviflied  upon  the  bill  before  the  Houfe,  and^ftiUmbfecnedicr 
pieafures  of  his  Majcfty^  prefent  Mhiifters,' which  have  no  foit 
6f  conneSioii  with,  or  relation  to,  the  fuhjefi'onder  ooofidcra- 
i'tcHiy  2ftid  although  the  honourable*  Oencteman  'wiio  has  juft 
fat' down  has,  according' tti  MsJ  \ifua['cu(btts»  ihdolgtd  very 
much  at  large  his  t^ldbtsirt  ft^cafmiwid  terisil  afeeiity,  I  caiK 
tiot  help  drawing  art  'aiugWfy  tn  favour  of  the  nwafore,  from 
the  manner'  iri  whkh'  triftt'Ccmtleman  .hak  fpftltrn,  for,.how* 
ever,  fie  hiay  have  l>cert  huined  atonglyy  thef^npctubusgaft 
of  his'gcriius  info  abufd^nff  aorimoniaus  lahgliage,  I  cannot 
pcffuadc  myfclf  that  a  KScUrkltian  of  his  di4ingU)lhedi|iatrio- 
tJim  ahd  rt^l  f(M*  the  pdbPic 'good  'couWHnrfulgeiiv  mirth,  wtrih 
he  prcdiclecJ  th^  ruin 'bf' the  country;  of  that,  amidftr  ftidi 
gaiety  and  picafantry'bf  eafprcfton  he  cwuiicatettain/feitaw 
>ud  iincerc  a[)^n:hetVGond«df  t)ie  fevene  diOillfi^wiNkbrik  fa»- 
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trom  hflinielfq  at  ithe  fupe  tijmfft/d»»!Xo(ai.ha|)|f  to  $pd|tox 
iheoppofttion iOf  ebe  oigbt  i^  jiof  wiliiM) t  conca^idin t  m^tt^ 
jaf.cODfofaniQiif  aod  th^  it  lus  iuiritifbed  inc  with  tbe  meaiu of 
QQunteraAiDg  ils^efitt^^   .;:".:.>t:    .i*     .  .  .        »• 

.1  :I:.coQg«$t^t#'tl)<>Jtl9«llEe  iJHtvi^m  onahUd  by  itto'cQcn|}are 
topks  jDvbich*  b^vQ  b^,4|rg|e^i:tp..i^ig))|;  with  others,  which  were 
tafcifvoj  fw^ith  no  i<rU  ¥«ijiAiH9Pfiie  pf^fotiaei  occafioiis,  hi  dln^. 
QMCradi^SticKtrlQ tlK«<9 »  Ui:Kf.Jl;GSMEi.j4a>'uid  iliofc  no>y  ofthe• 
^h»cs!vvbOTlte^>(a^Jj3'i3*}l>^fem|;n;\vil^tl>pw  prqCs.us  to  .have  le-. 
courfe  to.the'hi^di^ig  ryA^^it  ouly  for  rairiog.t1u:  fupplk;s.9f  the. 
yoaCj-ioffiftoAthatcoii*!  fiw^nce^^Ycrc  totally  ruiiicd,  that  our  tc- 
Iburceswdre  tinsU)(?ly  exhau(led^.ai>d  tiut  we  ihodJ.fqoi^JoQk. 
ill  vain  tp  thciofld  fjrfliein  for  a  fupply*  This  niglu,  hc^wever,. 
'.we'are  tQUibyitbofe^GentJeaaen  what  wc  always  weie^  ^}i\  at. 
,  .this  vjcry  'time  nifc,  ccuivinccd  i$  true,,,  that  wc  havp  uo  rcafoa, 
«).deJpair  of^sriiing  tbp  money  we  wa»uinthat  pariicubr  waj; 
and  thatthf;  fprfhTiAg  lylleai  is  y^ry  far  from.^e^g  exi)au(le(^ 
Again*  Sif,  you  may  remember  th:»i:  with  confidence  it  w;>f  in-; 
lifted  by  the  hpnpurable  Qentlem^^n^t^t  the  ba);k  wa^  ruined^ 
that  credit  was  utterly  dcRroyed,  a^jd  ih;^t  circulatioo  .was  ataj^ 
4pid«  1  amghd  to  find  tliat  wc  are  now  aflured  by  ihc  i^me 
Gentlemanv  tbacxircutation  «  not  impaired — that  the  credit 
of  the  Iwink  was  iw^tiHi'danger-'-^and  that,  fofar  f;om  any  ap- 
preh€nfiont)fits.lx?ing  able  to  pay^  it  ought  immediately  to  rc- 
i'ume  its  wonted  mtnies  of  p^jmm^  in  caih.  Und;;r  thofe  cir* 
^dmftanccs,  Si[r»t|tfce  queftion  6<)fws  before  you  with  all  the 
force  it -dcrist^  fiwn  itsown  intejfnal  ftrength.  Ai>d^  from  the 
argvAwtsioCnoyib^noiirabie  and  Ijeanied  Friend  (Mr,  Perci- 
iral)  wliicbc.had  notjbe^D  tdUcIaii^d  oit  argued  upon  by  the  hori. 
Gcntiemahrfcutonly  mferrcd  \t  with  feme  Qx^rt  and  pleafan- 
try,  as  wdl-ttt  fcotn  tlicadmifaWf  fpeech  with  which  wc  were 
.fuvourod  laA  ntght«by  tlie-honouraWe  and  learned  Gentkman 
fi  my  eye  (Dr.  Lsiurcnce)  a  fj^cgpch  in  wliich  was  ftrondy 
painted  the  lituation  jnto  whkh  the  country  was  browghpiy 
the  condcA  of  France,  a  /9oadu£k  which,  in  all  difcuffions  in 
this  Hoafe^  w:a6  purpoftly  kept  out  ^f  iight  l>y  all  thofe  who 
opjwfcd  the  war.  Indeetl,  Sir*  that  honourable  and  learned 
Gentleinmi  in  that  fperch  kid  before  the  Houfe  fuch  a  detail, 
and  in  ^odva-^tiQiYner^fas  cannot;  j-eadily  be  foreoiten  by  any 
ooe  wfod  Jbdtrd'^t'^d  moft  bal^e  nude  an  iinpremoD  that  can- 
»   ¥oL.].  1798.  4  A  not 


i>ot  ^  jforii  ?.way  by  tb«^«er»-f»i[.(df^(imH^ttM»fcthe  honopNi^r 

tb^iiramr  fl|b?j>  dofcrw^«fipr  wi^m^i^^^  aodcalM 

*<>^  t!l^;l^'J^^  <^  P^rV^ncm,  lit Jjs^Wf  y,f(9T/^^y^t.  a  «p^»-. 

Uy.£tom^4Ds.preieAt  (UQjirefg.fiii^.  j^fnjiK^  i^  Ihw^ 

bdicjietii  ,f  lie  ^i^hcs  of  :this  jCflj^^^fy  ^c  lefs  Bow^tit?!!  they  «rere 
at  tff^^c^nuig  of  tl^  wa^i^  iJfo^  4pes^,jl?rfefirc  his^  rf^ 
cxaolipfi  *p,to  fads,  and  5wrfl^hftflMft^kft^«>t  him  hoktk 
our  copifxierce^  our  aiania/a{Uirc^»^iOiuj  ifyi^ivM^  tc^  .«v<ay 
clrcumiUnce  by  whicb  wcaltk  is.  a[fcert;^iii^;f  ^deno(|M#  a^ 
he  v^l]l  Ic^abat  ini  thai  pqrW4..Uie.riohe5.qf^fihfk<:o|i|i|fy  siiy^ 
abiio4^ntlyincrcafe4.,       ;    ,  jfj  .u:/.  .    '  .  ;> 

£yery  thing  to  Which  a  reference  can  |>e  fiUK^iJ^r  pro^tf  will 
be  found  tq  demohftrate  the  truth  of  thisafT^^lio^r  The  val|if 
ct  igndisAot  dlmiiuQied,  the  prcgr^fa  of  p^if  w^kl>hM 
not  Jft  the  leaft  abated,  cpmmerae  j»s  coa^imff^tjf  i^wlkd, 
our  .r^dlc^il  natural  wealtljias  in  full  ylgouo'uhd  iJ^iefooi^^ 
oi  the  country  are  whole  a^^  <;ntire.  And  this  biiipgi^  19 
tbegro4pds  on,ivbjc^  I,  build  my  approbaiioi^<of  thisbill^ 
It  wjQ  perhaps  be  ztkj^d^jf  fhvsis  tri^e,  how.com^  \%  \PV^ 
that  the  funds  are  depreciated^  and  ihat  they-4o  oot  go  hkaM 
in  hand  wUh  the  prorpejcity.of  the  country,  sifBd  {\^  i(|icre|Ue 
ofits'^fahh  i  But  to  thi^.the  anfwer  is,  tbat,a.lar£e  additioa 
feeing  Jiieceflarilytnade  tp  thi^jperman^nt  capU;il  ^f  the  couo^ 
try,  tlve  Ucfcafed  extent  of  comoicrcc  and  iponu^dlurci  Bcy 
quiring  an  increafed  capital^r,  take  froiQ  then pMh^.q,fun4i$» .  If 
tnis  be  true,  and  I  pligiu  oiyfelf  tha^  jt  \f^  doj^^^j^ot  if^come 
the  wifdom  of  Parliament  to  preferve  as  far)9^<|t  Ji^  jpoHible 
the  one,  ,\vithout  detrafling  from  the  othp^^pf;  tbefe  ^PijSs, 
and  to  couiider  of  meafuies,  to  furniihittio-fupj^licsiiecer- 
fary  ibr.iheprefcrvation  of  ,the.ft<^tc,.  wiihou^,  csiyim  (prih 
Iny  means  thai  would  have  ^[^fludspcy  ^p.dppieciatQ.thp  &Mfj^^ 
^u^h,{  know  has  been  lai4  wb^  jt  I>as>rHi^^  th^  CQqyf^ni- 
^ce,  qf  ^entlemca's  arg^imf^  Ui>isL^,0ur  ofj^he^lan  of ^iftng 
the  Aij^Ues  within  the.  y^ar^t  apd  <^|i,thctc)t>)9r>  ^d  much  )s 
Dpw  (aid  !■  favour  of  the  fy^tlgfyi\^mu^p\f^  it  .fyi^n  die 
5^-gMmentof  the  prefect  qipn^f  qli  f(wr.Viiy;<>v%|»t>gHrt  Igsmft/Ay 
that  I.di^  f^vyays  wi/h  ff^^metbod^^MtiU  bG|v«  ^n.a4<V^ 
of  raiu/ig  )i  fhare  of^heiannsal  fuppW^n^itl^n  ibtyf§Sm 
At  the  tame  tim^  X  <;aii4l^y  pwp  1  al>yay6  tbpHgbt  tbat/wJi^ 
put  .the  aid  of  tl^e  fuade^  f^ikcm  tbi$  couMry.i^oiiIji  Otnir  Ma 


iM^  fftlfed  tatfitS'dxMordiiKMr^  dev:lt{oti  at  wlifelt  ft  i$  ati 
nvei  \  and  thkt<^rtieiy;tirho  ftifflntrbducedlt  d^ferved  Well  of 
iheir  c^tmtiy,  'tffi*  6Wght  n6t  t6  JftreiVe'  tfteflors  >vHcIif fome, 
whh  more  wtrrmth  ttein  wifddmri^eififjoftfd  tb  ihto^  won 
tl*tttaf.    It'  is  for  t*i»  fv^6'^U  ftafdri*! apptore  thU  taiefeUife, 
bfecade  ft  ciWbi^w^s  b6th  ^^<ltthS,^  ifrid' tafcesr  thir  btoffijt*  of 
eaeh  Without -Ja)*ig  art'^tittdife^tfiriheh  opon  diAfcr^i  firit 
iilkbs  a  yttrt  6h  tea  it ,  a'nd^  ^'  dsfft  W^Hrefttforif  nbut?on  ][  die 
fetter  of '\vMch^'«W  W  eAfetfflflMP -iffl  fhc^fortorir  IfikH  be  H- 
.  %iii«it«d,>  fc^is'to'  i^rt^vWe^fet, «ft?  exHnaiofi' of  Hfe  dA>ltalv 
Md  wholtyekiineHite  pM^l\f^ftkm  the^cfrriietis  df  tlfe  war.' 
ThiswlH  prtblaiiW t6tlic^rtd,  *ft  will  deraotifttate tb atl 
iYit  nat roTHrdf  Eifi^e;  aiiif  pkAlctAitrlj  tbofe  who  Wi^>ij  tiooh 
file  Watdh  td'dcfti'Oy  thfe  country,  that  Great  Bifttain  had 
ample  unexhaufted  refources,  and  abundant  meaiit  within 
herfdrf  to  ntil^'afl  nfeeeffary  fhppHes,  without  itty  ehiatjge*. 
ineftit  of -oulf  funded  debts  ;  and  thus  will  tht^  mcaflii-e  be 
foiSrrid  t^  laylril  claims  fo  air  the  panegyric  which  was  fd 
properly  a!id4l*»eifa!ly  beRowed  uppn  that  for  cftablllMng  % 
ilftkJtig  ftf^J  'Bill,  Sir,  I  will  not  flop  here;  thh^iS  hot 
rhe  only  priheiple  on  which  the  bill  defervcs  priire^  foi*  if  8 
be  true,  as  has  been  frequently  iitllfted  upon/  ihsfi'WU  gc*^ 
pMlcy  in  finance  to  draw  liheg  oFdif^inftion'bietWeetitbt  dif-  . 
•ietent  clafle^  and  ranks  of  fidciet^;  this  etnbtaces  *f|]fdt.pfol^c)f  * 
fodr  what^Yt^  pains  mafy  have  beeti  ifaiien  to  ]|^Ai^pfefent  and 
*4Kfy  the  plan,  and  mf  right  hbnouriibte^  friend  Whtf  Has 
blt>ught  it  fbrWEtrj,  I  do  notlidHtate  t'o  aflTert  that  the  bwe^ 
Oiders  of  fociery  have  never  been  fb  feelingly  and  carefully 
attended  toa^  in  thd  financial  admtniftration  of  my  right  ho- 
nourable friend,  and  in  no  beafore  of  his  more  atiemively 
than  inrke'pr^fent. 

But,  Sir^  •  it  18  in*  its  efFi^Ss  as  h  refpdfts  the  profecurttm 
of  the  war,;that  tTee  its  fouhdeft  policy  and  faireft'claims  tp 
your  lan^n  r  it  i&  admitted  oh  ail  hands  that  tl^e  <^6umry 
flandsinacrifi^of  unexampIWdanger,  that  ]great  atid  tin- 
nfual  exertions  are  neceflhry^,*  intf  that  nothing  dtigbt'  tb  tte 
4eft  undone  lo'battle  and  frtiit^ate^Ki  deftj^ns  of  Ikbe  'e'nptriy. 
For  my  owh  patt  I  dtelar^  1§  td  W  niy  belief,  06  tbkVrbf- 
pea  bttfere  usfj  that  we  (kalll!^^  ^  Very  f<^re  flfuggte,  bdt 
that  that  ftrttg^  will  hdf  'laft'  lofh^r  Wt  tdi^ther  h  i&ll  Ud 
lon^  or  fffeedtty  e^itafievtb'a  j^eH^i  thereafbhtng^  Wit||i  re^ 
gai?  ib  thii'  ifleafeifcf^renMni^^iiHittipaiitd:  If  3&'  ^nerny 
^ould  be  faradttc^  enougk  td^Wit  '^ii^'thi^ats  ih  ckeiiTitioti, 
and  make  M  8tM<^  u|i«)il^£ngii]idi' the  ftrtig^e^  Cat^tiot  be 
'  4A2  long, 
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iDng^  and ^herecvn  be  bttf  dUe-fentittieiyt^nd one' feeling oa 
Ihc'heccflHy  and  alacrity  '^Mkh^wftich  we  ftbuld  refift  thetn  : 
on  (iif^  in  'oecaflon  it  wckiM'nDt  *e;  whelhCrr  we  fliould  give 
iHDrd  D^  ttets  for  pfefeiVfttid'nV  britt  wtictfier  we  would  not  give 
all;-  Ort;  t'hc  other  hattdv  tf  it  flidiiW  tAimout^  as  rom^arc 
difpdfed!  iorfer^ weehiti^lytcy  believe,  that  the  threats  of  attack- 
ing EtfgUrtd  are  Tajpoiiring  giftiohades,  and  mere  idle  me^ 
naccj'^^nd  that  therefore  tWfe ilroggle  will  belong  and  dil»- 
tofry,  VH^'meafure  muft  dppeW  to  be  in  that  cafe  ftlll  iartore 
iiecc^aty,  'as  it  would  ferve^o  (hcwthe  enemy  that  iirflead 
of  hoping  to  fucceed  by  the  eflfefts  of  protraSed  war  upon 
bur -finances,  they  would  haVe  nothing  favobtaWe  to  cxpeft 
from  a  nation  which,  inftead  of  being  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  credit  for  a  fupply,  was  able  to  provide  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  war,  by  a  draft  on  her  annual  incomes.  Thus 
•taken  in  either  view,  the  ineafure  appears  to  be  indifpenlkbly 
neceflary.  If  an  attempt  ihould  be  made  by  tfte  enemy,  b 
"Will  enable  us  to  make  the  ftruggle  (hort  apdTucdefsful ;  ff 
jiot,  it  will  be  expedient  at  once  for  the  fupport  of  a  pro- 
trailed  war,  and  as  a  warning  to  the  enemy  ;  and  is  therefoi:e 
a  moft  valuable  meafure. 

But,  Sir,  to  comprehend  the  benefits  of  the  plan  in  all  its 

parts  and  to  its.  full  extent^  It  will  be  neceffary  for  us  to  cad 

t)ur.eyps»  forward  to  the  future,  and  to  anticip.ate  the,  advan- 

•tages  that  will  ultimately  accrue  from  the. manly. endurance 

ofa  prefent  inconvenience.  If  great  facrifices  are  now  made, 

and  great  temporary  burthens  are  patiently  endured  4  if  the 

fuppUes  are  raifed  within  the.  year,  and  at  t)^  fame  time  the 

•fmking  fund  fh all  be  kept  np,  and  invariably  applied  to  its 

original  dedined  purpofes,'  the  CQnfequencewilL  be  that  on 

the  return  of  peace,  the  accumulated  capital  of  the  country 

>will  be  great  to  a  degree  unc;can^led  \  the  ^nking  fund  will 

•  acquire  daily  accumulatidRs  and  w^  ihall  find  onrfelycs  in 

i:apid  return  to  that  happy  and  glorious  (It uaiion  £rQm  wjiich 

•we  have  been  driven  by  ihe';»ggrcilj0n  of  tbc^nemy  ;  that 

'iituation  when  Miniilersj  i^f3Le;std  pf  coming  to  Partiament  to 

Jay  freA<  burthens  on  thio  pfsople*  will  come  dpwn,  as  his 

fight  honourable  fuend.^tfd*  hc|ore,  to  anbounce  to: the  Houfe 

'that  he  bad  it  it  in  his  powor  to  taJce'ipfF  an. annual  b^^thoii 

fi-om  the  coui^ry.    But  K  wder  tho  iofluenoe  of  a  perverfe 

athi  narrow  policy,  we  (ball  a<3  otjierwtfc^  the  bourof  pcaee 

wiU be  attended  with  miferyv  and  all  the  bleffings  itihoiM 

bring  wUl  be  fntfirated*  by  the  enormous  pveffiire  o£^  aiiHiiih 

wieldydebt.  -  .  •  ...../.  .'oatc. 


i' 


T  Thefc,  Siffvane^he  fromftls^Ni  wbk:{t  L«rKiet>take*te Support 
th«  pitncipk'of  tlds  ftill ;  Imt  fQn>e  tJi\\n^  have  beCB'  f^Jd  by 
diSerent  Gemlomen  on  ibc  oibfi:  fiide^^  on  which  I  Wiib  to 
make  a  few  ihort  remirkn.  In  theoi^rjieftnefs  of  xhtfirzeal  to 
depreciate  the  picfent n^ofuftPf  fom^fof  4^bqfc  GeQ4lea»en  hare 
done  that  juftice  to  my  Tight  iiorvourable  FK;lend-  v^hkii^.thcy 
formerly  denied  him«  and  ba^e  bcft^r^d  upon  him.tha^  pane(- 
gjrric  which  tJieir  puTibnal  a^ii^mofi^v-^Rd  party  pancQpr  pte-^ 
vented  them  fromaSDrdinf^  t^ip^^^t  thcvtime  it  W9$  <ive ;  /or 
what  have  thcj  fpid  ?  Jn  pKjt^r .jp  iJeii^onftrate  the  ruincpj  A^tc 
of  our  iiaancesatf  cefent,  (Iftejr.brlng  into  coinparifon  andcon<- 
traft  with  tlvp^.^ihoft;  oif  J79Z.  Xfgree,  Sir,  that  oiir  financet 
iu  1792  were  fuch  as  ml^  bp  hraugbt  in  difadvantageous 
comparifon  with  the  fiharrceiof  any  preceding  parts  of  ourTiif- 
tory.  But  wborwas  it  made  them  fo?  Even  he  againft  whom 
ihey  would  fubftantiatc  a  charge,  and  enhance  it  by  the  cclm* 
parifon  ;  'my,  right  honourable  Friend.  But  let  the  nonb«rabIe 
Genikman  do  that  jufticc^ih  coippliance  with  the  neceffity  of 
the  cafe,  .that  he  is  fo  unwilling  to  befVow  (xom  candour. 
Compare  the  finances  of  the  countrv  in  1792  and  tho(e  in 
1782 ;  recoIlcS  who  brought  them  from  ruin  in  the  latter,'  to 
the  higheft  pitch  of  profperity  in  the  former  ?  Remember  that 
the  right  honourable  Gentleman  oppofed  me  (Mr.  Fox),*  in 
the  years  1781,  ^782,  and  1783,  fterjuently  ftated' to  the 
Houfe  that  the  fifuation  of  the  country  was  niorc  forlorn  than 
it  had  ever  been  before.  Ii>he  couhtry  was  in  that  dVfperattf 
.ftaiK  at  that  time,  and  wtfs  in  fo  exalted  a  fitn»itf6n  in  iTgi* 
remember  tliat  the  change  took  place  in  the  Admirtlftritidrf J 
and  was  eflfeftcd  by  the  indaftry  and  wifdorti  of  my  right  hon. 
Friend.  During  that  period  his  labours  impro\red  the  finances 
of  the  countt^,  and  I'aifcd  them  to  a  ftate.of  u'nexampled  pit^f- 
pcrity,  yet  the  Hotifehas  heard  it  faid,  not  only  this,  but  laflf 
night,  that  the  man*  who  had  done  stll  this  had  not  one  tratt  in 
.  his  diarader  of  a  good  Mrnifter  of  Fmance.  And  here,  Sir, 
an  obfervatton  occurs  which  wmH  ferve  to  flicw  h6w  far  *ic 
would  be  fafe  or  fiiirto  de^iefKJ  upon  the  opinions,  or  at  leaft 
■on  the  profeflBons,  of  thofc  Gentfemery  who  opjjbfe  us;  It  is 
indeed  imppffibfefor  me  not  t6  draw  tlie  moft  hearifrft  cfenrfc- 
Jation  from  tile  recollection  of  a  dpc6Ti*ftant«  which  (brtic  now 
in  the  Houfe  m^ft  remember  as  We4l  as  i  do,  and  of  which 
tliofe  wlio  w«t«JlKK-'preicnt^r  %he  (iriie  ought  !!o1>e  informed,, 
.Froo)  the  year  478a)  when  the  finances  ^erc,  ns  the  right  ho- 
iKxirable  Gentleman  >  then 'ftated>'f6' very  forlorn,  to  1793, 
«hen  they  4UVi now  c4nfeii4>d.t(^'hair«^  been  it  the  higheft  pitcli 
of  profperity,  not  a  dav  pajQicd  ti^  mv  right  hpoouraUc  Friend 

did 
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Hi  not  mmm  fran  Ae  tiahtlMB. 
foam  Utlrr  ioTcAive^  Sowc'cbaagp  of , : 
4«^  wd  fixw.dcnaocialiOQk^of  AitniB  pwniJfciiiriBt  ftr  imiiiiiii|| 
Ibe  ^»ii0B  loA^deftfoyiDg'itsiiiMKesk  WkietiiBo,  1  adk 
the Hoofe iKwr  foppife  theilentk bwh  mdnt  fiifr  t»i 
by  ibm  ficCaiiMp  chaigca^  jni^  idcMUMntiom  df 
Wlut)rb|it.Aal  which,  the  right  hoDoanUeGrntfenen  i 
ai^aWqrt  sotnt^HU^.ibiwtan^  froAnne  dw^fnoft  CJsMp 
waltton  for  tbetff  ovvii  parpoSm-'  rHiofe  «pl»'4Mre  all  Jloag 
irnrn  »»ftiqft  to  my  huitwi  itii.  f  ikad^  4rtd  :ri!g)»fcj>  Ma  in 
bi^  Itne:  li^it^  thcidbfc  aced  nat  aiow  be  fllamned  at  tbc 
^itf|p^chathD»<feikoyiiighhcoii0^  riuith^tei  tfiteuill^ 
•d  hir  fioaiKts^,  and  nnnea  jherciodft^  finop  ifa^  kocm  ^hm 
the  fiime  expi»flioi»  were  at  tibetime  I  have^memiGiied  fb  Itc^ 
focQlfyitfed,  that  one  mnid  think  tfarj  ini|^  now  be  bit 
wdctat  lfaicaa*baie« 

'  Kr„  «BpQg  Ae  other  oppoocnti  of  this  meaSta^  t  have  «» 
ae«k9  an  hMDOtaUe  and  kamcd  Gentleman  iMn  Stmeool 
^ho  fits  on  tfaisfide,  and  who  fpoke  upon  che  ftiojeft  hi  focfa  a 
muwft  at  entitles  him  feo  tny  icfycEtJThat  Gtntiedian  hUDoght 
ianrarda  pinifeftcf  biaawn-»-whidiy  howeverdsficiMitk  maf 
be  in  practice,  did  ciedit  to  his  iincerity»  and  Ihewed  kom  thia 
iDsois  in  which  k  was  pfopotfed^  diat  he  was  nocaftuafiBd  bj  an- 
dpathy  to  gcwernmenty  or  by  fadioos  priiiciplcs«-^--4ie^propQi(9d 
4»titflio«ihifi]pcifcdethw»andtothatprecifet^^  IwHk 
to  (pakM  few  words.  Ewry  man  is  fendef  die  cMd  >«C  tiis 
9^  begetting,  and  none  more  than  dieofipringof  die  bndti^* 
|l  is  tbeicfeie  a  natoral  and  cacnieable  pattblitjr^  fer  the  iiooMr* 
able  GcntJeman  to  thinlc  more  hi|^ly  of  diar  Aoanctid  child  ol' 
bis  ttum  its  qudrtics  wili)«ftify «— hut  it  Mftmid  be  rasher  omea* 
feoaU^  for  turn  to  expefib  that  nr  otMnpUmnitaa  hist  tafte  a  plan 
which  bad  been  prepared  andsnatored  ondrr  tbeimmedtateefe 
of  dM;  Hoofe  iboold  be  difptaced,  in  order  to  bite  bislbbfticM. 
ti  in  iiisraom*  I  think  sheflc£»e  die  henoorabts-  9M  learned 
€s^nitJeovui  had  better  abandon  iiis  chiU  fer  the  prefent,  or  at 
l^ift  put  it  to  ilecpy  tiU  it  becomes  more  Vigorous,  and  able  «a 
ipalk  by  itfelf.  It  may  perhaps  have  e<ca^-Idm>  thardtem 
is  n9t  a  fingk  obyeAion  tha^has  been  hid  tadiis  patticniar  mca* 
ioTtf  that  £«s  not  really  !spply  tin  A  vecy'pcat  and  eatremede* 
grec  c^his  plan.  Befidc^diene  b  one  which  kas  nor  fior  can* 
not  be  ever  higgeftedagahlft  thiSrWhickiiesindicwaiFof  tkar, 
on  inCuperahle  barrier  ;*ttwct  hf  his  pkm  is  a  taKon  me  trM»- 
Ut  of  iatidcd  property --^fthke  o«t  that  part^^and^beameiint^f 
the  tax  wook)  be  cKtreiiielydtminiAed ;  and,,  yetlalkt  wkeR 
thcc  any  man  will  ia«>.di4l  a^plan  to  lay  a  tasnpon  tbe>AuiM 
.  ,  property 
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prppeity  oCtU^tNiuKM  would  be  adviftaUe  or  AdnntftUe^  aiuf 

whether  jB&iiU^oot  ^ci^iet  AilDcdknoreordinOiry  CMd  1^ 

»d<led  yiwilh  ^fi^l»i  bo  ooniJifered^'and  tbecotidafi^n  ^NU  be, 

tliat^^lny  fair  iQftiv^lU  notcoisfider  To  wnMl  *M«»c  i|»peWs  tci 

his  fanguioe mmA  tirbe^^fKdtibtii^eljr  beft  $   but  whM  i^moft 

practicable.  ThehquMwiAle^Gw^lcmift  has  fi|ii»  tl^t^lm  «>rtir 

wiuiicated  the  idna.taijivcnrl  dfiiis  fttoiids,whia|iisiv«<^k^ their 

approbation  ;..b«itJlie:o«^t  tbconfiderthntfuoh  ^rt^^f^^^Hy^ 

t^tion  as  is  pM»oorfed  in  that  ¥jfaof^i^it9rtif(^ttf&^ 

f\e  g0odnef$tif  the  bb>;Q*^^dt.siibe  ifitem  loqaiefiMrci^  '<t  msn 

in  the  predi}«i9btoo#  c^doc  parebtit  no  p«oof  of  (he  lierftAtotUi 

of  the  chlldT^-^Haft^befide^bmngiiA  to  give.  ctHH^P^l^ti^ 

ipen  are  r^rqly  di^^ofed  io^^rran^difidves  trouble  on  rfub^ft 

y/hkb  to  l:ho«a}inay'  app^^reither  tHitmporrant  or  vifiMifryi^ 

that  they  on  M^occafioiii  hate  generally  fomewhat  lo  db,  or 

fomewhere  to  go;  and  alx>ve  all,  that  what  it  meant  either  a* 

cjyjlifyft  t|:nd^tiefi|^  or  cvaiion,  nuiy  be  (lysdlowed  by  ite  parent 

as  a  proof  of, 9ipprobatibn/    It  will  therefore  be  worth  the  htH 

nourable  afi^-ftrarndd  Gentleman-^  whik  to  refle<3  that,  if  hii 

plan  nvereibrpitghilbrvrardt the  yery-jnen  Vfho  he  thin  k«  appmv* 

ed  of  ft,  fB$iy:in  fdt  pfobabiiity  not  gif&it  dieir  6ipporc.  r  JKttt 

if,  on matuf^ rcfiedion, the honourableOantleman's plan  fli^ll 

appear  robe  bette):  than  this,  anxlprdiAicable,  hdcanbnngtitlbr^ 

ivard  hereafter,  and  move  fer  the\f(e|ieat  o(F  this  lawc?  if;cA 

l(ie  £on|raf|r».it  was  now  to  be' brought  forward  ineicKifiii^n'Of 

the  ptcfenljbil]',  and  urekre  found  fofbe' wrongs bovb  would  'b^ 

loftw    Tbus  plan  vroold  faared  pbmr^  and  al)  ?aiai|h/tiH^dt4ift 

there  wp«Id  be  f\o  meant  of  paying  the  army  or  nat0^»  r^It  if 

now  fix  weeks  fince  diis  nueafure  has  been  brought  ferumrd,  at 

which  tiflfte  my  riditJionouihable  FVjend  ftated  the  neceflhry of 

itthctiig  delfConMtrcd,  atiti  die  probability  of  itt  undergoinjp 

great  alteiniliismj  inexperience  has  fliewn,  that  no  plan '^ri^' 

'  in  t))e  ^ift  moqUitigt  be  made  b  perle6l  as  not  to  roipilt^  amende 

ment*     U  ha^fmoe  niidergone  a  fiery  trial,  while  thehonour^ 

able  Gcntiemaa^  is  little  knowninitsoatline,'  and  nor  it  atf 

jn  its  dctaii,  and  fhoaUiherefare  give  wiy  to  it/   Sir,  the*!!^ 

nourable  Gentibfoiaii  who  iaft  ia«  down  has  faid  that  we  btigfHf 

to  Itavc  recourfe  Uk  a  load,  and  ftated  many  circomfttfAces'ttiat 

fiiould  take  pbce  at  aujciliavy /to  obeMrt'the  loan ;  adthftllng,  at 

the  famettme,  tAat great  vxertJoniMite<»eceflary.    One  of  tftde! 

auxiliaries  is  re9renchnK]tf-v.thati  ^bje^  is  atre^  under  the 

co0(tderation  o^'a  cammaktee;   'Alifother  is  vohintdty  (^ontriba- 

tions,  which  he  propofes  to  open  by  a  law  at  once.     Doet  the 

hoooorable  Gentleman  espcffe  ffhhny  thetli  the  whofe  fappfy  ) 

If  j^K.doas  he«  is:4iiiich  more  bmgfjkH  <haa  I  am>  though- 1  dor 

•  ■   ' believe 


S^    .        WOODFAtt'S.  FARLiatMENTAtY  &BVMTS.      [CaMMosr; 

^ik>^'ji  very,  liberal  I'liiMt  He  giir^nSd  thsi'iiray — ^and  untef^^ 
tiic  whole  ftipply  can  he  taifedfoi  it  wiUYkM  beprocle«it  topoft- 
pone  ttn*  bill  on  that  acccniuv.  ^  P&ace  tdo,  ^h^  gentleinai^  hjn 
is  nece(&ry  fo  obtV>ti  »  ban  s  iMit  oiithe-oormory  it  is  certain 
that  a  loin  w  \tiMpttiiMj ittocBvty  tt>d)o:s)ttaituneAt  of  f^ace. 
As  to  the  baukt  Gentleaaeirought  tobe  fileitt,  fince  ercjy  pre^ 
diftiofv  of  theirs  upon  ihflt  <iabj^  has  Jveen  complete^  bdied  | 
and  I  will  ventorcf  to  a(iert>  vt)on'the;b^^0uads  of  inlbrtQft* 
tioi),  thM  no  man^  qr  body  of laiea-iittbe  «iitf.^'  Loniloii  vTould 
give  a  loan  upon-  more  reafonabl&tenDSiifi  the:  redridion  wai' 
takert  off  the  bank.  On  the  coiwmry^ithcy  thinks  that  that  rts 
ftri£tion  18  tl\e  falvation  of  the  oernitnyv^mL  chat  the  taking  it 
oft  wookl  be  roin.  ThelionouraUhs-  Geatteiiian.^MF.  Sheri^ 
dan)  has  indulged  bimielf  thb  niglat  in  much  :tiwt£li(«  abonc 
the  banki  It  i^  rather  iiKioniiftoQt  w»tb  hisrccal  in  tluft  cauW 
^nd  indeed  with  his  parltamentary  dijty,  that  the  honourable 
(ientletnan  did  uot  attend  on  the  pafl/ngof  theBink'^ll^  vtrbea 
bis  argudients,  which  this  night  are  irrelevant  and  xnigaiaryf 
(night  h;)ve  applied.  I  think  his  not  doing  fo  a  proof  ttiat'  be 
Yftts  a^hre  the  )>ublic  opinion  was  entirely  againft  htm.  ^ 

Sir,'  I  have  i^ow  ^  few-words  to  fay  on  what  Mi  from  an  ho- 
(lourabi^  ^aronet  (Sir  F.  Burdet)  whofe  Ipeech  contained  iii» 
finairportbn  of  ihflimunatory  matter.  He  has  faid  tl»t  all 
the  foppiies  oughts  to  be  refuied  in  order  to  pufli  minifters  from 
their  ptae^gr  1  hope^  Sir,  that  when  rhe  honourable  bamiiel 
propote  another  admini(}ration,  he  has  one  in  view  which  will 
be  acc^pctibte.to  the  people.  If.  he  means  an  adtniniftratioii 
fornfied  of  the  right  honburableGentlemantbcfides  hint' and  his 
jfrierid^,  it  may  be  worth  his  conii^ation  whether  thofe  tc» 
whom  he  has  alluded,  as  wiihing  for  a  new  adoiimftration,  an 
prepared  to  receive  him  as  a  mmtfier .  whcrtalked  of  a  radio!  re^ 
form.  And  1  beg  leave  to  foggeft  to  tUe  tight  lionourablc 
Gentleman  the  propriety  ef  explaining  thdt  expfcfiion,  which 
I  affure  him»  has  created  igfrlaraiaria,  coshngiipominch  autb(^ 
lity.  '.    :  .  . 

Mr.  Dundas  then  mads'fcgieanuiion  to  the  tfan/^ion  ftated 
i}i  Lord  Moira's  letter,  at  a'pi;oofctkpLthdia  who  %jpod  to  bring 
in  Mr.  Fok  as^niniUer^sbvdd.  not ^)i3  to  tiuceBcdt-  An  bonour<>' 
able  Gentkinan  (Mr.  $heriilaa)ri]adrtiWek#infl)0circun)ilaiKe 
of  the  creation  nt^Peer^^"*^!!!*  vbar^C'  of  fcndipgiiouiiey  out^of 
the  country — ^a  fcip(^0lS(bndakitiia»  of  the  appn>priaUbn  a£k-«« 
and  orha  projeided  paiiiam/pntaKy^uiefonn^  J^lJbe  would*aik 
why  ^he  honourable  Genilemiu  and  -bis  Irtmk  bAJ-aUeoied 
themfelves  from  Parliafneat  I  He  would  a$k  where  veas  a  iijj^ 
Utiqn  of  the  appropriation  a£t  (o  be  con^anied  of  but  inifit 

Hoq^? 
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Houfe?  Whei?9  mmtht cb»w  <rf Utegalljr  fending  waaey  out 
of  thycouBtry,  Mia  that  Houfe^  WooWbedcny  that  thfc 
nomiDatipQ  to  tbe.?9crBge  was  cooftitutionaHy  vcftedio  the 
Crowo?  ThehonoitraUQ  Gentleman  ihouid  have  bro^^t  for- 
ward thofe.topk&ttiparliainent^-dKjr  never  izperienc^apy  re- 
lu&anoe  IB  tKatiHoofe  to  difgufsttbenu.  .r  < 

With  refpefi  fio  the  charge agaiaftjininifters  for  the.svifma- 
nageoient  of  the  piabbc  inoncy»  he  Ayouid<QJbrerve  that  notie,Qf 
it  had  bceanujafkplkdt  aatO(themiKtai7€|)gratio]MQ£<tbA^^ 
trir>  So  &r  asi  thto  ExecutiyoGonrerfux^eot  had  the  diiieftiga 
ot  tbde,ifaerd'never>vtn$a..pcctQd  jin'wbich  the  Brttift  ftr^s 
had  been  m6re  .fiidBBftCurl:  ttniLrthtrprefent.  In  aofvi^r  tq  the 
charge  of ieodfag  forces  lotibeiWcftJodieSy  he  would  fir(t.ob- 
ferve>  that  at 4be /time  thc.Wiirrfaegain  to  be  carried  on^liere  it 
was  no  fBcrec^  and  not  a  word  febea  was  ipoken  againft  tbq  mea- 
fure  ;*»^-on  the  CGBttary,  obje£kiom  wete..then  .made  to  fo,  large 
a  military isircdixf tig  feiit.tothe.contifitiiit«  on  the  grpund  that 
a  fofSdeat  number  of  naen  could  not  be  fent^  tx>  the  Weft  Indies. 
Id  tbenektpbiGe  he  mud  contend.that  it  wasneceflacy  ^  have 
fuch  a  foros  there  as  would  be  fufictent  to  carry  on  oftndv^ 
operations;  on  account  of  the  new.  modes  of  attack  adopte4':by 
the  enemy ^  by  which  England  muft  have,  loft  her  pofiefllqn$» 
if  powerful  efibrts  had  not  been  made  to  attack,lhofe  of  the  eiie- 
my.  After' hayitig  faid  fo  much»  he ; would. Hate  Jt  as.his  opi- 
fiion^  that  nomea&re  was  morecalcnlatcd  to  nieettbec^igpn* 
cies  of  fke  times  than  the  bill  before  the  houfe ;  ^and  vmcn  it 
Was  cotiGdered  what  the  country  wks  canteodingior^.  hA  was 
fureeverr  gentleman  mtrft feel. that  there  were  nQfacrifices 
which  ouglM  tior  to  be  made,  fooner  than  fufier  that  d^radation 
which  an  ilivetelrate  enemy  would  force  them  to  fubipit  to. 
He  iaid  he^-WottU  then  oondude,.  by  ^quoting  a  paflagt/rpm  a 
patnphiet^  Written  by  a  Mr.*Hatpei^  an  American  gentleman, 
on  theoccafionofthedidEiEreaCes  which  cxifted  betwe^a  the 
United StM«»afftl  France;  a fiibjo^which  was  at  prefent  much 
agitated  in  America.  Mr.  Harper  recommended  to  his  coun* 
trymen  to  unite'  hv  taking  ftcong^  sneafares  for  tb^ir  defence 
againft  France^  to  which  power,  if. they  intended  .to  become 
fermtdable^  thevmoft  makegreat  faarifices;otherwife  die  great- 
eft  &crifice  of  nlwooM  be.  th^S  of  their  liberty  and  iwlepen- 
dchcc.  A  natiofi  that  would  lay  Mt  her  pnrfc  ag^oft.  her  right, 
could  never  <aii  of  lofiog  both  the  and  and  the  other* 

Mr.Ticrtief  faid,-^i8ir,  bcfavc  I aoiowdrcTtoo  t^e  pernici- 
ous tetYddfvey'^^aiifc  meafose,  I  feelcBf  felf.caUed  ttp!9n,.tp  take 
Ipmc  notice  bf'the  latter  pwi^  of  the  right  boiwurable  Gcntlc- 
•- '.  •     '  \.     ;  4  B,  .  '    man's 
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man's  fpeecb,  in  which  he  has  tittered  ftrattely  any  thing  but  a 
long  firing  of  unfotmdcd,  uncandid  infiTmations.  Tkc  words 
which  have  been  attribirtcd  to  my  right  honouTabIc  friend,  and 
fo  often  and  fo  invidioufly  repeated  this  nigh^  had,  to  my  aflo- 
niftimcnt,  got  abroad  into  ihc  inouhs  of  men  ;  I  am  now  no  lon- 
ger at  a  lofsto  account  for  that  circuinftance,  for  I  can-trace 
them  home  to  his  Majcfty's  minifters.  As  to  the  words  them- 
felvcs,  ihcy  were  neither  unconditional  nor  new,  for  I  remem- 
ber them  to  have  been  ufed  by  Lord  Camelford  in  the  year 
1782  ;  his  tordihip  then  faid  that  a  change  of  miniflers  wouM 
be  nothing  without  a  change  of  fyftem — the  expreffion  fug- 
geOed  itfelf  as  naturally  to  his  lordfhip  then  as  it  does  to  me 
now.  I  ihould  be  (brry  to  take  upon  myfelf  the  office  of  ex- 
plaining my  right  honourable  Fiiend's  meaning  in  thofc  words> 
fihcc  an  opportunity  now  cffbrs  for  himfelf  to  do  fo— but  re- 
verencing, admiring,  and  loving  him  as  I  do,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  faying  what  1  mean  by  them.  By  radical  reform  I  rneaa 
that  reform  out  of  which  would  grow  a  radical  reform  of  abufes 
—a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  that  would  give  every  houfe- 
keeper  a  vote,  and  make  the  members  of  this  houfe  real,  as 
Avel I  as  virtual  rcprefentatives  of  the  people.  If  there  were 
before  any  want  of  proof  of  the  necefGty  of  reform,  the  right 
honourable  Chancellor  of  the  E;(chequer]iad  in  his  mifcondudl 
given  ample  proof  of  it.  Sir,  1  fay  it  is  impoffibletliere  can  l)c 
adccent  reprefentation  of  the  people  while  fo  many  Peers  are 
created.  Sir,  I  know  that  the  Peerage  is  proftituted  to  the  pifr- 
pbfcs  of  corrupting  this  houfe,  and  Tcan  give  an  alarming  in- 
fiancc  of  it :— A  ccitain  gentleman,  for  whom  I  have  infinite 
rfcfpeft  and  good  will,  being  a  man  of  a  moft  amiable  private 
chaiafler,  bat  nevcrthelefs  without  any  pretenfions  or  claims' 
from  public  fervices  to  the  ftatc,  having  never  been  in  the  navy 
or  military,  has  obtained  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  by  lay- 
ing out  70,000].  in  purchafing  feats  in  parliament  for  men  who' 
\tcre  chofcn  by  mock  elcdlion,  and  fent  into  the  Houfe  to  vote 
for  the  Minifter.  If,  Sin  it  (hall  he  attempted  to  deny  this,  I' 
'  will  prove  it  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe  ;  fo  that  three  members  fit  *. 
in  this  Houfe  by  nomination  of  a  Peer  who  obtained  his  peer*- 
age  merely  by  that  aft  of  corruption.  Ia&  who  can  hope  fcr* 
any  good  while  fuch  things  arc  permitted  to  pafs,  and  the  mcii 
who  sTre  guilty  of  fuch  aSs  are  not  brought  to  condign  puniih^ 
mcnt? 

Sir,  I  agree  with  the  right  honourable  Qentfemtn  tSait 
Bank-notes  kre  circulafted  with  ufoal,  or  more  than  ofui^* 
currency  ;  and  I  diiftr  from  my  honouraMe  frkiid»  ia  faHl 
<i)pinion  that  idoppingthe  Bank  wouM  injiire  the  rttflig^li. 

MM, 
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loan.  There  is  cei-tamly  aa  iocreantis  currency  in  the  Bank- 
flotcs  i  but  does  that  reft  upon  the  fplid  foundation  of  the 
credit  of  the  Bank  ?  No  fuch  thing.     The  perfpn  who  takes 
a  note  thinks  ifot  of  the  refponribility  of  the  Bank,  but  takes 
it  merely  becaufe  he  thinks  another  will  take,  it  from  hiioC 
But  let  not  the  right  honourabie  Gentlemtan  rely  upon  that  as 
a  proof  of  fubdantiai  credit,  for  that  credit  is  not  to  be  relied 
on  which  lies  at  the  piercy  c|f  a  Jew-broker,  who  may  de- 
feoy  it  by  refufmg  to  take  a  note  without  di.fcount.     There 
was  no  truft  to  be  placed  in  the  aflbciafion,  to  whofe  efforts 
alone  it  wisowii>g  that  the  Bank-notes  retained  their  cur- 
rency :,  let  only  a  flight  panic  feize  the  pub'ic,  and  then  the 
.conduct  of  the  Pank  will  be  foMnd  to  have  its  due  efFedl;  the 
.currency  of  the  no;cs  ^yill  immediately  b^gin  to  fall,  and  at 
laft  to  fmk  to  the  ground,  lofm^  its  only  fupport,  the  credit 
which  the  aflbciation  oqly  at  prefent  produces.     But>  Sir,  I 
diHike  this  meafure  of  fl.opping  the  Bank  the  more,  becaufe  I 
l^now  it  is  intended  to  fecure  piym.ent  to  thofe  who  lately 
granted  loans  to  Government  ^  and  (lock- holders  are  not,  in 
my  opinio^ij  entitled  to  any  favour  ;  for  theirs  is  a  fpecul^- 
lion  in  which: they  look  for  enormous  profits,  and  therefore 
are  not  objc£l8  of  relief  in  cafe  of  lofs.     In  fa<Sl,  it  is  ixQt 
more  improper  in  Government  to  grant  them  a  favour,  th.a^ 
it  would  be  iil  them  to  accept  of  it :  in  them  it  would  be  im- 
prudent to  afk  for  more  than  a  ftri<2  per/ormancc  of  their  pri- 
ginal,contrad  :  the  concerns  of  individuals  is  nothing  to  you, 
.  the  dividend  alon^  is  your  care.     Sir,  I  need  hardly  remiiKl 
you  ths>t  the  Minifte?  put  into  his  Majefty's  fpeech  an  affer- 
tipn,  that  our  f^inds  were  flourifliing,  our. commerce  perfe<fj, 
and  o^r  fimtnces  whole  !    Then  vyby,  I  ^Ik,  is  t|)ere  thought 
to  l^e  a  necelTity  for  this  extraordinary  meafure,  to  raife,  afjr^r 
all,  only  feyen  millions.     In  the  la(jt  feflion  the  right  ho* 
jiourable  Gentleman  thought  the  funding  fyliemfo  far  frotn 
being  exhaufted,  that  he  afforded  the  Emperor  a  loan  of 
three  millions  and  a  half*  It  js  cruel  then  to  argue  the  necef- 
Sty  of  thi&  meafure  now,  when  eight  months  ago  the  Mini« 
fter  could  afford  fuch  a  loan  to  the  Emperor.    Bu<  if  it.w^s 
midake,  and  the  right  hoiuiurable  Gemleman  was  fo  very- 
wrong  then^  bow  can  the  Houfe  p^t^any  credit  in  his  fpecu- 
lations  for  two  years  to  cpme?     If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Chancellor  df  the  Exchequerdid  forefee  this  neceffity,  how 
wrU  the'right  honourable  Gentleman  account  for  his  havmg 
i(||intoii]y  burthened  thecoontry  with  tb€  loan  io  his  Impt- 
rial  Majcfljr.    Muck  has  been  faid  about  not  btirthening 
4B2  poftcrit):. 
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pofterity,  but  if  ever  thert  wa^  a  war  fot  which  poAetitjr 
were  iniitled  to  pay,  it  is  the  prcfcnt,  ifirtcc  it  has  been 
undertaken  profcffedly  for  their  defence  ;  juft  as  the  ftoppag^ 
of  the  ^ank  was  reftrained  for  the  fake  of  the  ftock-honler. 
who  certainly  dcferVes  no  favdu^.  ' 

As.  to  ihe  blan  of  faifm|  thf  "ftiih  within  tht  year,  it  is, 
abftyaSedly  fpeaking,  good,'atid  I  wi(|i  it  had  beettpurfued 
through  the  whole  war  ^ ' bu^  however  good  it  nriay  be  in  the 
abflra£ly  we  are  not  bqiind  ^q  adopt  it  AS  a  pra^Ital  medAiip 
when  it  is  fo  oppreflive  on  thofe  on  whom  il  is  to  fall ;  for 
fuch  is  the  prinpiple  as  well  as  the'tnodifidatlonsy  that  it  can- 
not fail  to  be  found  cxtremdy  irijiinbus  and  unjutt  ;  it  prd- 
fefle$  to  raife-  the  funo  upon  i»oome>  the  criterion  of  this  in- 
come is  the  aflefled  taxes,^  and  no  criterion  can  be  lefs  appU- 
cable»  for  it  did  not  vary  in  proportion  to  the  income  of  the 

{^exfons,  fince  external  appearance  viras  often  the  fame  in  per* 
bns.of  extremely  difierent  fortunes.  The  right  honourable 
Gentleman  has  formed  a  fcale  which  rifes  b;|r  fives  up  to  two 
hundreds,  and  from  thence  all  diftin£tion  is  loft,  from  two 
hupdred  up  to  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham.  The  war  is 
undertaken  in  defence,  of  religion,  morality,  order,  ice. 
but  how  cooo^  it  that  150I.  pays  a  twentieth  for  his  religion^ 
and  aoo^.  only  a  ten^hi<and  the  Royal  Family  nothing  f  Is 
it  to  be  t|iat  the  people  (hall  be  thus  racked  ai^d  to^n  m  ae* 
thing.  I  have  many  :Other  objedions^  Sir,,  to  the  meafiire. 
A  miaoT)    for  inftaoce,   who  has  no  eflablifiiroent,  {lays 

•  very  unequally,  and  the  penurious  hoarder  pays  next  toiio* 
thing  ;  while  the  family  of  a  man  who  dies  (hall  be  a&ualty 
cruelly  plundered.     I  alfo  obje£t  to  the  provifioii  in  favour  of 

{(hyficians,  which,  like  every  other  mcdificatioii  ifa  ibft  bill, 
s  diredly  in  the  teeth  of  its  principle. 

The  tendency  of  this  measure  would  mocto^er  gp  tobicak 
down  the  pride  of  certain  defcriptbns  of  the  cxtfiimYliutv.;  the 
defcriptious  he  alluded  to  was  the  middle  claisofi  iaodeci  Gen- 
tlemen, aind  by  breakitig  down  this  honed  pridoi  you  give  a 

•  mortal  blow  to  the  reven%ie;of  the  cotatry*  :by  forcing  thkv^a- 
luable  dafs  of  men  to  ado^  a  fyAem^of  rigorous reicenduMBnt;. 
this  he  Mhillrated  by  ihewinshow  it  would  opemte.on  a  gen- 
tleiuan  of  2ooolt  per  aimuoivwhahappeiiedlobe a magiftrate, 
a  cafe  inftanced  by  ain:lioneumble  Genttemam  (Mr.  Wilber- 
force)  and  corroborated  i^y^tvo  fimilar  iDftmcrt,  addoced  bf 
fUdotlier  gentleman  (Mr. .H; Browiie)<r  nottNity arethcfi:f[e6* 
tlemcn  compeJkd  to  give  np  tbat'impoilng  appeacanoe  *taqgi^ 
C#M7  to  the  i}%piiy  aadfao^bi:^  of  ;tteir  jchaiS}^  arnie^^ 
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tT9te6t  but  they  arc  further  obliged  to  leave  their  family  feats, 
and  to  come  to  live  in  the  towns.    Can  the  couixtry  members 
behold  fuch  oppreifive  injuAice  with  unconcern,  and  counte-. 
nance  it  by  their  votes  ?  It  was  from  gentlemen  of  this  clafs 
that  foreigners   drew  the  chara£br  of  the  Englifh  nation, 
which  they  loved  and  rfcv^red,  and  from  t^e  fame  the  nation 
derived  its  chief  defence  and  ornament,  in  our  failors,  our  fol- 
diers,  and  in  thofe  wWc  education,  accbmplifli  the  abilities 
which  Nature  had  beftoweci;     For  this  clafs*  th*  right  hon. 
Gentleman  could  hot  be  fuppbfed  to  feel ;  he  is  unaojuainted 
with  pangs  which  wring  the  Jieart  of  a  &therof  a  family,  when 
by  this  tax  he  (hall  fee  himfelf  difabled  fromeivinfi;  a  proper 
education  to  a  darling  Ton,  and  beftowing  a  iuitabie  portion 
upon  a  cherifticd  daughter  ?  They  may  be  told  they  might 
Jwear  ojfy  but  at  thfS  the  native  pride  and  dignity  of  their  mind 
will  fpurn  and  revolt.  Mr.Tiemev  ferioufly  warned  the  right 
honourable  Centleman  to  defift  from  preffing  a  meafure  ib 
partially  opprcflive  and  unjuft  as  the  prefent ;  the  fum  he  want- 
ed could  eafily  be  raifed  on  a  loan  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  to 
•fliis  heought  torefort,  cfpeciflly  is  the  tax  under  confidcra- 
tioh'conld^not,  3ftcr  tlie  modifications  it  had  received,  produce 
itiord  than  five  millions.     He  more  particularly  warned  him 
agatnfl  it,  ste  a  fyfiem  full  of  Injuftice  and  tyranny,  and  fuch 
as  he  himfelf  had  attributed  to  aether  nation,  which  could 
not  be  attempted  but  in  the  plunges  and  ftruggles  of  defpotifm 
in  diflrcfs ;  it  was  flrongly  and  unanimoufly  oppofed  by  the 
people,^ and  if  in  fpite  dP  this  oppofition,  fo  unanimoufly  ex« 
prefled,  the  hcttoorable  Gentleman  would  perfifl  in  forcing  the 
meafure  through  the  Houfe,  the  Minifter  muft  take  the  con- 
fequences  ^  the  great  confufion  it  muft  produce, 

Mr.  IFilbei^fbrii  began  with  obferving,  that  at  fo  hte  an  hour 
he  was  certainly  unwilling  to  trefpais  at  any  length  on  the  in- 
dulgence xS'  tbe>'Houie,  but  tiiat  although  the  hon.  Gentle- 
tnan  who  ijptik&'Iaft  had  not  made  that  perfonal  appeal  to  him, 
he  (IimU  have  felt  unwiHingly,  (landing  in  fuch  a  fituation  as 
he  had  the  honour  to  ftU,  co-depart  without  affigning  in  the 
fxtdi  that  Houfe,  and  of  his  Country,  fome  few  of  the  reafons 
.which  wttridthatnighrdevettiiiiie  his  vote.  And  he  was  not 
afraid  to  begm  Kv  declaring,  1o  the  &ce  of  all  mifconf^rudtion, 
to  which  he. well  knew  he  flioudd-expofe  himfelf  by  foch  a  de- 
claration, thfff  he  had'&h  nutny  and  great  dottbts  of  fhewif- 
domaind  eicpsdiency  of  the  prefent  meafure,  and  that,  not- 
witbftanding  idiB  many  modifications  whidi  it  had  received, 
many,  and  thofe  powerful  objeAions  yet  remained  againft  it. 
^   T<'^»  Wb^'^ifeJt  ^e  fkmi^  cspugnance  on  principles  he 

bad 
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had  formerly  ftaicd,  cfpccially  as  the  breach  of  it  was  ijor  tp 
be  atceiuicd  with  the  ufuaJ  penalties  of  perjury.     He  oould  not 
approve  of  the  proj>ortioi)S  of  the  rates  whigh  were  to  be  levied; 
be  fiill  thought^  as  he  bad  Aated  ia  the  Committee,  that  xltc 
burthen  would  prefs  too  heavHy  c^i  the  middle  claflbs.  and  not 
vith  fufiV^ient  weight  9n  the  higheft.    He  was  aware  hoW.cver, 
that  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  E){clitrcj\^r  conceived  this  would  not 
be  the  cafe,  ^tid  It  wa$^  ;\  fatisfai^ioa  to  h\s  miod  to  rcrBcftt 
fincc  it  vf3^  noyr  becoipe  tog  la^c,  confiftcotly  with  the  fonBs 
of  the  HouCc  to  ;iher  the  bill,  thikt  ic  might  (iiil  be  luod^fied 
and  corrected  even  in  the  prefent  SeiBon,  botfi  in  that  inftance 
and  in  others,  by  virtue  of  tlie  cl?iufe  which/  had  been  veiy 
wifely  introduced  for  |hat  purpofc,  contrary  to  the  ufua!  <:u(- 
tom  of  Parliament.    FeeKmg'the  force  of  the  above  obje£ltons» 
and  of  others,  to  the  meafure  of  Fijiance  now  ua<icr  difcuflion, 
he  certainly  had  hefitated  in  making  up  his  mind  how  he 
ouf^ht  to  aijl  in  the  prefent  inftancc  ;  but  on  .the  whole,  on 
ll)e  fuDefl  confideration,  and  thp  moft  mature  judgment  he 
could  form,  taking  all  circumftances  into  cofjfideraiipni  he  was 
convinced  he  ought;  to  give  tho  meafure  his  fupporu     To  the 
frnu'tpU  of  it  he  had,,  iinleedy  bcei»  uniformly  friendly.     He 
tlwaght,  that  in  the  prefcht  circumftances  of  the  country,  it 
vas  rignt  to  refart  to  a  more  efledlual  expedient  tl^an  the  ufual 
one  of  funding ;  and  it  was  even  one  of  his  objeftions  to  the 
plan  now  propofed,  that  it  did  not  go  hv  enough,  or  fufficient- 
ly  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  prefent  times   But  tlieti,  no  other 
meafure  had  been  propofed  as  an  alternative  ;  for  as  to,  the  cji- 
pcdient  which  had  been  fuggcft<d  by  his  learned  Frjend  near 
him,  (Mr.  Simeon),  it  was  fufficient  to  reply i  that  the  mea- 
fure, whether  wife  or  not  in  itfcif,  wa$  not  approved  of  bj  the 
Houfe  ;  the  qucftion,  therefore,  lay  not  between  two  different 
plans,  each  of  them  cl<iiming  the  attention  of  the  Houfe,  but 
between  tliat  propofed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  the  dcl'jfting  from  any  meafmc  wh-itevcrof  extraordinary 
vigour.  He  muft  fpeak  out,  and  being  re fpon fib )e  to  the  Hoiife 
and  the  Public  for  his  condudl,  he  muil  fairly  declare*  that 
great  as  was  the  importi^nce  of  this  meafure  in  its  own  nature^ 
it  was  now-become  a  matter  of  increafed  imp^rtaiKC,  on  ac- 
count of  the  principles  on  which  it  had  been  oppoicd,  and  the 
important  intetcfti  which  it  involved.     By  tlie  hoy.  Gentle* 
man  oppofite  to  him,  it  was  oppated  diflindily  on  the  ground 
of  ihc  prefent  Adminiftraiions'  having  fo  far  forfeited  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  it  was  no  lon^r.rigkt 
to  truA  them  with  any  farther  fupplief.     If  the  prefent  mes* 
fure  Ihould  be  reje£tcd  on  fuch  piinoplcsi.  it  would  be  uwi)^- 
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fib'lc  for  the  prefcnt  Adihiniftratiori  to  provide  the  nieansof  car- 
rying on  with  due  energy  the  dangerous  conteft  in  which  we 
were  engaged.  This,  therefore,  was  tlie  ground  of  his  reply 
to  the  honourahle  Member,  who  had  juft  preceded  him.  The 
honourable  Gentleman  had  alked,  what  would  he  and  otI>er 
Gennemcn  fay  to  their conflituents,  and  what  vyouFdhe  their 
language  to  him  and  t6  other  country  Members  on  the  Bill 
now  depending?  He  trufted,  he  faid,  that  in  this  inftance, 
no  left  than  in  others,  the  fentiments  of  his  conftituent^  would 
be  found  not  materially  todiffer  fiom  his  own.  He  knew  their 
good  fenfe  ;  he  knew  their  public  fpirit  They  would  be  well 
aware,  that  the  ftatc  of  public  affairs  rendered  if  ncceffary  to 
lay  heavy  burthens  on  the  nation  ;  and  while,  in  common  with 
himfelf,  they  would  enforce  to  the  utmoft  the  peculiar  duty  at . 
fuch  a  time  of  oeconomy  in  the  public  expenditure  ;  thofc  bur- 
thens which  were  ncceffary  they  would  declare  thcmfclves' 
rccdy  to  bear.  They  would  perceive  with  him,  that  the  quef- 
tion  was  not  merely  an  abdraft  comparifon  of  two  difFepcnt' 
plans  of  Finance,  but  whether  or  not,  a  great  effort  Should  be 
made  under  the  conducSl  of  the  prefent  Adminiflration,  or. 
whether  they  (liould  eventually  throw  the  Adminiftration  of 
afiairs  into  the  hands  of  their  opponents  of  whom  they  had. 
been  ufed  to  entertain  "diffidence  and  ill  opinion.  He  was  furc, 
that  thinking  as  they  had  done,  of  the  c6ndu£l  of  oppofition. 
What  had  paffcd  lately  had  not  tended  to  alter  their  opinlpns. 
And  in  particular  their  conduct  in  feceding  from  Parliament,  ' 
under  all  the  circumftances  which  attended  it,  appeared  he  be- 
lieved'to  them,  as  it  certainly  did  to  himfelf,  one  of  the  moft 
crimmal  and  mifchievous  of  their  proceedings.  It  would  bc^ 
ea(y  to  prove  thatiheir  feccflion  was  direflly  fubverfive  of  the 
firft  principles  of  reprefentativc  Government.  But  that  which 
had  always  moft  forcibly  ftruck  his  mind,  was  the  time  and 
the  circumjiances  under  which  it  took  place.  It  was  not  merely 
that  it  was  a  period  of  war,  when  we  were  prefled  by  a  foreign 
enemy  ;  it  was  not  merely  that  it  was  in  a  (late  of  gieat  finan- 
cial diftrefs,  when  the  Bank  had  ceafed  to  pay  in  cafli ;  if  was 
not  merely  that  a  moft  dangerous  mutiny  was  then  raging  in 
the  fleet;  all  this  wouJd  have  been  much,  but  that  which 
above  all  the  reft,  imprefli-d  his  minvl,  w^s  this ;  that  when 
every  attempt  had  been  fyflematically  making  to  alienate  ih^t 
affefliotis  o£  the  people  of  England  from  the  Conftitution  of 
their  country, .and  to  make  them  kx)k  any  where  rather  than 
fo  the  Houfe  of  Common>  for  redrefs  of  their  political  griev- 
ances, the  Opposition  ftiould  lend  tficir  aid  to  thefe  dangt;roui 
fuggeftions,"  by  P:ccd;ng  the  very  night  after  the  rejedion  of 

the 
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the  iDCikm  Sot  the  reform  of  Parliament.    Whit  was  this  but 
as  mucJfc  as  could  be  to  dedafie*  by  their  aaions,  that  the  Houfe 
of  domtiiMis  wasnoloiigeFafitorganof  die  p«iblic  voices  chat 
it  oaloDger  ooght  to  be  regarded  as  the  goaicdiaii  of  the  public 
interefti  in  ihort  what  was  it  but.to  throw  H  dottbt  upon  it< 
a£ls  and  virtually  to  deny  its  legiflative  competency. '  What 
an  impixfim  muftconduff  likje  this  be  cakolatcd  to  ptoduce  ? 
The  queftion  was  one,  which  it  did  aot  lay  with  him  to  anfwcr. 
He  biuft  remind  the  Hoiife  of  the  raiprefltei  which  it  had  pro- 
duced ort  other  fpedators*  andthpt  Ac  French  Diredbrs  tbem- 
fcivcs  bad  conceived  from  their  bmpiage  aod  their  adions,  that 
tiiey  wer^  friendly  to  its  caufc.    Heb^gcd  Gentlemen  vwiM 
iefie6t»  who  it  was  that  had  ftatcd  this  impreffion  to  have  bcc% 
made  upon  them ;  not  low  and  vufcar  men,  with  fmall  (W«>r- 
tOnitics  of  knowledge,  •r  of  cafuaTor  fuperficial  attentioti  to 
our  political  tr^nfaftiohs ;  but  the  governors  of  a  neighbouring 
country,  men  of  difcemment  and  intelligence^  and  likely,  frpj» 
a  fenfe  of  pcrfonal  intereft,  to  pay  tfie  clofeft  attentiwi  to  what 
paffed  among  us.     Surely  this  was  an  impreffion  which  would 
not  be  cf&ccd  by  the  language  which  had  been  ufed  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  debate.    One  honourable  Gcntlemati  indeed  (Mr-  Shef if 
clan)  bad  tr^atpd  the  fubjoft  with  his  aocuftomed  pleafaDtry» 
and  if  he  himfelf  had  come  for  ibe  firft  time  that  night  into  tlie 
Houfe  of  Commons,  doiibtlcfs,  Mr.  W,  ftid,  he  ibosld  have 
been  ready  to  eiiciaim,  •*  Surely  nothing  can  be  moremnoant, 
furcly  no  mifcbicvousconftruaion  can  be  drawn  frwnanytl«i« 
foplcafant  and  facetious."  To  the  uncommon  powers  of  wit  oi 
the  honourable  member,  be  paid  no  unwUling  teftimooy ;  ner 
at  proper  time  and  place  was  there  any  one  who  would  be  mM 
entertained  by  it.    But  he  knew  from  long  experience  that  it 
was  the  habit  of  that  booouraWe  gentleman  to  clothe  tlie  moft 
dangerous  declarations  with  an  air  of  pleafantry  and  good  hu- 
mour :   but  the  point  of  the  epigram  remained  long  after  tbc 
ioke  with  which  it  had  been  invetted  had  pafled  away  and  been 
forgotten.    Mr.  W.  animadverted  alfo  on  tlie  language  of  aa 
honourable  Baronet;  language  the  more  formidably  bccaufe^ 
not  falling  from  him  in  the  heat  and  impctuofity  of  debate,  but 
pronounced  in  thccalmcft  aadmoft  colkaed  tsonc  of  phitofo- 
rfiic  compofure.    He.  partkruhrly  alluded  to  feme  flrongxx- 
Pfeffions  concerning  the  Houfe  of  Cwitoons,  m  which  Mr. 
W.  faid,  he^had  remarked  the  Sperfcer  to  be  moved  by  an.in- 
iKnaive  impulfc,  rcquiring.tbc  aidof  Uia  recolle^ion  to  re^^ 
him  that  his  language  was  not  diforderly,  beca^fcM  h»d  Uen 
held  only  of  a  late  and  not  of  an  exifttng  pwltjment.     (Hctc 
Mr.  W:  WM  fe.t  right  by  being  told  that  it  was  Mr.  Myfc  TOt 
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Sir  F.  Bardett  who.had  tifed  the  .expreffions  alluded  .ta». and. 
he  apologized  to  the  latter^Gentlenan  for  having  iinp«tud  thend 
to  him.)     H&  mufl:  decbre  that  Ungv^tge  aadcond«b^  of  this, 
fort  had  in  his  opifiion  a  maolifeft  tcuidcncj  to  nratife  plic  worft 
horrors  of  the  Frcntfh  revohiilon,  which  every  (jientie9iaa  had 
profciled  to  deplore.  •  , 

On  the  whole  therefore  .^h'e  c^eflflon  was  this,  'Wither  the 
Houfe  or  the  couiHry  ftiodd  orihoufd  not  fuhfcribeto  thcopi-, 
nibn,  that  the  prefei^vt  adipiniftracbn^badTo  far  forfeited  their 
confidence  that  no  furtherfupplicSifhcymidbdcornniitted  to  their 
map^igem'^nt.— No  n»an  regnetted  riior»tfian  himfcif  that  habit 
fo  gcneraHy  prevalent  on  aliGdesof  the* HoDfe  of  deciding  every 
queftion  with  party  views  and  on  prty  jn-inciplcs.  He  thougfit 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  prove,  that  to  party  fpirit  wiqre  lb  be 
afcribed,  in  a  great  njeafure,  the  evils  both'  whidh- w!e  fufFered, 
and  apprehended  in  future.  But  ix  would  be  weak  a^d  chil- 
di(h  in  any  public  man  not  to  open  his  eyet  to  tlie  real  ftate  of 
the  caft  l>efrtre  tliem  ;  not  to  confidcr  the  qucftion  in  ail  its  cir- 
cumftances  and  in  dll  its  relations/  Doing  this  it  was,  that  « 
he  had  <techred  rhemeafure  to  have  affamed  even  aii  cncreaf- 
trt  magnitude  from  the  principles  on  which  it  hid  heenoppofed, 
and  however  he  muft  confels  it  to  be  ofaje£^i6riable  oatvorious 
grounds,  lie  felt  himfclf  bound  on  the  whole  not  to  rejt(3  it- 
Mr.  Fox  faid-^jMr.  Speaker,  it'grvesrite  pain  that  I  im^blrg- 
cd  to  rife  at  fohte  an  hour,  and  that  I  ftwH  ht  under  thd  ne- 
ceffity  of  trefpaffiwg  on  the  time  of  tlie  Hoafe  for  a  confiderable 
while, *b<itfivym  the  very  peculiar  fituaiion,  in  which  I  (land,  it 
is  unJ*iroidflbte'^-chargesof  the  mod  direft  and  pcrfonai  nature 
have  been  made  agaifift  me,  and  I  am  forry  I  have  not  heard 
the  whole  cf  them.  I-  uiulerfhlnd  that  in  my  abfence,  on  for- 
mer occafions  as  well  as  during  the  debate  of  laft  night,  charges 
and  infinualtons  have  been  thrown  out ;  and  a  very  confiderable 
part  of  tV^c  debate  this  evening  has  been  applied  pcrfonally  to 
me.  The  gcnikman  who  fpoke  laft  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  has 
made  a  fpeech  whkh  is  a  little  fmgular  in  its  torn  at  the  com* 
mencement,  when  compared  to  what  fallowed :  he  lamented 
the  mifeHiefs,  was  alarmed,  it  feems,  to  almoft  a  fatal  degree, 
at  the  probable  efie€k.pf  *  nay  ititroducing  into  almoft  every  de- 
bate in  which  I  happen  tt)  takea  (faape,  party  difputes  and  per-* 
(bmil  aiiimofitie$«  .  Ifewfar  hit  ^MKch  was  calculated  tppr^* 
vent  that  mi Ichief,  is,  ipreiiimc,  a  point  dtat  ne^Hs  no  argu- 
ment. Indeed  if  chat  ipeedi  could  be  drfpobd  of,  as  we  do 
(bmettmes  with  biUs  in  this  Hoafe/  that  is,  if  the  preamble  of 
it  could  be  poftponed,  it  mightt  by  going  into  a  committee  upon 
it,  be  proved  to  be  one  of  (be  moift  extraordinary  performances 
Vol.  L  1798  4  C  that 
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that  e^>l^ki  ejctiibttca  milAi^HUift;'  f  nifiir%:H  fistei^ 
td  fli^w  %  snittidTity  ai^Mit^tlte  Mtntibr^«lovnio'lkc#  mf^ 

arral'i^hig  mezfilt  At#e  \}pikCW\i\\l]cf  i)Hlia|iiem..for  wx^ 
kd  df««yi  ;ted  l^ltigfil  cstttffldaWforoflkd.  ^ffclypfctfed 
to  cenfure^not  tndnb^ir^  gehMAtf  t!br  thdrconAtA-yimt  {Mm 
tfetilkr  iitdividjiah,'  Wlibm  he  diui)iir^o^p|M»fe!aie  candidate 
(bt  office.  Does  fffr  ktiA^mt  PkM  il'^aiulidxie  for  office^ 
Do^sr  he  know  who  ai^caMnd^ftf  for  ofiilce>  ^W<  artaigte 
the  IV^AiKlers,  it Teems/  ndt'MlMfe  tbeb"  irte^Toiw  are  btfi 
bu^  becaufe  we  wifh  id  fuppl^tihim:  UhB-fvm^S  fiuul 
Ite'oiight  to  be  fo  befbr^ik'makei  (he  iflordoti.  *  Js  hfc  (ml 
there  is  any  tefnptation  for  it?    *tt e  4xight  10'be  wctt  ac* 

J[uainted  with  our  condufi  before  hd  V^tura^ to  threw  ktHk 
bch  acctifations.  But  who  is  he^  aiid^i;alK»  itrc  kta  ceniM0« 
tions  ?  Upon  what  grounds  of  iiifticd  «r^af  moikfly.  doea 
he  affert  that  he  has  any  knowledge  of  the  modres^or,  the  (e- 
cret  wiiTiis  of  thofe  into  whofe  comp««y  •he'  is/  nevcfadmii^ 
ted/ whofe  confidence  he  n^ef  f  ofieflcd  ^  Upon  what  mithcK 
lity  does  lie  bake  his  accufatiotis ?  Upot^what foandalaoA 
does  iie  reft  his  tinqualified  aflertioiis  ?  lie  is  coooeAed  wiiii 
other jfndiVrdQafs,  and  to  fefv<  them>  as  he  Aa^pofet,  rather 
than  touc^'  ttpon  the  contehtsf  of  a  biH  whidi  ka  CMnntikSnp* 
p6n,;hc  c1lahi;es  th^  Tubjedl  of  debate,  from  the  bill  to  tim. 
of  the  cbnauft  of  Wfviduals^  fur  the  purpoia  ^  dkeiai^g 
tljc  Hoafe  from  the  difcuffion  of  the  tneaAira'Whidhvts  aoar. 
before  tlietn^  He  chiifea  to  fay  <we  a^recaniiidiitas^&iv  iiffioa^ 
I  do  not  knbw  whether  he  ik  not  a  candidate^::  IguafttfCtha 
cannot  knpw  whether  I  am  (b  or  not,.  Ha  ffoema  ao  fdtt 
quite  at  his  eafe  in  deciding  not  oicraly  on  liiiP'diaMiAcki  t/f 
inen,  f>ut  alfo  upon  the  degree  of  piiMic  (SttnManfaerfhej^  pat> 
fc^fs.  Me  dares  take  ujpon  himfetf  (^  fay  w1ia»  teisAiUI  ^l|o  ba^ 
not  the  confidence  oftlie  pdbKc  ^  and  that  witk^aftftiudl^Mb 
as  if  be  had  certain  means'of  knowing  the  iaftvfiHeafKft^ 
rqyniPyt  that  the  pdMic  ha^e  a4)^d>op{nlon<«tiistflJiiRbo&haa 
comintlQt^ned  bitn  to  fay  fo  ^^  F'fdifi^wbat  focicty»i^M|DMrhal 
cptfipahy;, ^ which'he 4s a fti«(M)^  h«ia' thefaa breitCflnH 
oitinfckc^d  td  liiin  ?  UiVfrim^^sfrtmiiti^M  t\m^^ntmf 
b^nch  ?' Wheii  h^tsriks^^  A<^ift'lhe<iiwtiner<tii^  ttedocB.  Ik 
ought  to  b^  fure  thSilt'h^  is^  bbrAe  'burby  fomtthtnf  that  km ' 
the  colbu^  at  ItSait,  a  l^tHl^  'i'^di)  not  Kke;t  Sti^;  to  talkilf 
it^feif;  but  hehai'AMd^lt'a  tfiliy  il^i^birwjf^^ 
as  I  hope h  isuncofirlihMirii ill^fA^/'  Vw^wmsuiuo:  tm 
a  cityi  Wall itrpe^  imporkiiit't  kk ^pMsltdpeOi  tedifir^ 
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ttcubtrljr  Ixmntht  ifp€;d^fl?hu^>Ul>  #5  jovil  jo^o^t^^  j> 
this  kingdom,  fcecyiirifc.flii^rioh^liiftiju^ol.  Uwf  cjiy^^^  jcpjj'bc 
more  cruelly  h«>t«(ft4:iw  !^§'f»**<^W^**f.<3|C.u^^^^  *»n> 

oiher  dalkof.pblfoAs  ttpfw\|rl««n,|t,i/vifl  yp^catfe  'JR^?^^^^ 
meM  to  (aji  Ihot  tife.opipi9ft.>f]iifi6  \i^j^M^'?^^^.^t^4^^ 

Will  kt  tfjr^ir  by  tile  h^-fr^Msh^tcmipf,^^^^^ 
incefiog:0f  my  j(tonftiUJorj?si  f^vf^^d^aJfrcr.^Mf  *^^i*%;  (^ 
ihcefliprBfirpufpofrof  Aemicrapng-^a^^tbe  pxe&U  mpaij^^q^ 
Will  he  takeit  irpm  ihtcMi  fiiar^t^hi;^!  nicp.tpgft.r  H.^ff^(\j(xxKQk 
to  fay  these  Affi  mtmbft«.;in»,iLHji  tioufc  >vbQ  ^re  ^rrogafi^ 
Sir,  1  ttuft  ii  15801  wj5  geflppj^Lg'haBaflcr  to  b^  i;cTO3rV3pl]jr 
arsogam,  abhough  I  knfflr  he  j[^v?f>d?4  to  dircft  that  lafvour 
atkm  toiarsirds  mei;  Uit  j  WiJ|  ftj  ip^w,  fiocche.  drives  me  tq 
it^.  that  Lain  ^vmuro  I  a^  C^ntjuuo  this  Houfe  with  more  o^ 
the.aSib£tii)n  of ia»y76ORftitV«0tSy  jhan  either  he  himfelF  or  any 
of  tliofc' wiv>fit  nrfiind.  him.;,  (b^t jhpre  is  not  in  ifiisifou^ 
one  .maawho  1^  4M>rp  of  th^  aflrc^ion  of  his  CQpftituent; 
than  the^ihatnher  ^ho  has^now  tJieiuuiQUf:  of  addre^iUog  you^^ 
1  ae£er.t«»'thofe  who  kkiow  pip  t^i^apct  who  knpw  oie  cer* 
tainly  tmicfa. better  tban  t^e  honq^i^ble  member  cai;i  pretena 
to  ilo«  to  vooqbfor  me  in  ibis  p^fticular.  T.b.^^  )^^.y^  ^^^  >t 
in  ihmxtttffi  expUdlt  oi^MM^er  it  tbej  ^^  ready  ^o  do  it  ^in  if 
that  ihouUt^e  thought  n^^ry.,  *<  Xhc  people  of  this 
pountry  hawc as  iH  opioion  of  ra#;i**  When:  h^s  be coUcfted 
that  fad?  itiiaA  been  quite  fKherwifc  exprefTcd  by  ibofc  who 
are  at  fenA  fulLafi  capably ^f  jtidging^  of  the  matter  as  lie  is, 
for  muchi>f  my  labour  .h^s  baeii  employed  in  their  fcrvice. 
Has  he'.feufidi  any  thing  any  v^bere  which  indicates jhat  the 
public  ac  large,  are  difpleafed  with  my  condu61  ?  But  be 
fpeaksthe laogtfage,  Or  rather  the  common  cant  of  t)ie  mo-t 
joritTof  this  Uo^tt.  the  drif^  of  which,  he  will  pardon  mci, 
I  tk&ok  I  uttderftand  as  well  as  he  does.  It  is  a  cant  which 
has  no  eonnexionvi^iib  th^.fentiments  of  the  people.  Some 
toea  farthis  Hmik  fay  tlmirMiQiAc^s  b^ye  the  full  conSdcnce 
of  theipo6ple3  wcrt^X  tft  follpw  the  examples  tbat  ar^  fet  be- 
fore mr,-  1  iBSghit  i^it^t  t^e^jpublic  have  a  very  ill  opinioii 
of  thefe  fame  MiQlfte4r«i  .Sir^  t  ne^r  intended  to  be  deficient 
m  the  daty  I  owe  ih^  SoKf r^?gj?»  hyi  bow  (xiaoy  times  more 
ireqtienttjf  withtn,th^,la(l  y^^  M^an  1  ihould  hav.e.Vo  occa- 
fion  ti>iutend  the  le\Aee»  ba^e  I  becf^  called  upon  by  di^erpit 
defcriptioiis  of  his  fufe)^  >t9,prirf<7nt  tobi^  Majedy  petitiona 
for  thevomov^.of this, prefent  MiniiUrsi  and  tnat  t9o  from 
fame  of  |hemofti«i|K)rUim.4A^rids  in  his  Maj^Hy's  dorni^ 
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nicin?  ?  By  thcfe  petitions  not  the  general  banfidcnce,  but 
the  general  diffidence  of  the  people  in  .ihepr^ffiM  Miniftcts 
has  b^eo  unequivocally  expteir^l.  Let  Ibbfe  whi)  doubt  this, 
iflindeed  there  be  any  who  doubt  it,  refer  to  tbc^.t ran fadions 
ot  the  lad  fummer  over  fo  large  a  part  of  his  Nfajciiy's  doroi- 
Xi'ions.  I  may  be  told,  I  kpowj  piay,  "  that  petitions  agaixA 
Minifters  are  nothing  to  this  Hpufe  ;  that  it  will  jud^  for 
iifelf,  and  it  confides  ftill  in  the  Minlfters."  This  is  the 
fafluonable  language  of  the  day,  nor  cbuld  any  thing  elfe  te 
ejcpedled  after  the  repeal  of  the  rblll  of  rights  ;  hence  vrc  fefe 
that  petitions  againfl  any  branich  of  executive  au^iority  arte 
regarded  as  nothing ;  thofe  that  are  for  any  part  of  it>  every" 
thiug.  3"t  if  after  the  repeal  of  the  bill  of  rights,  for  the 
fubdanceof  it  is  repealed,  if  after  all  the  difadvantages  which 
the  people  labour  under,  they  will  neverthelcfs  exprefs  a^- 
peral  opinion  againft  Minifters:  I  aflc,  is  it  not  clear  that 
fufch  is  a  fmcere  opinion  ?  If,  under  all  the  difficulties  that 
Erenow  thrown  in  the  way  of  thofe  who  meet  to  deitberate 
on  any  public  affairs,  me,D  will  meet,  and  declare  their  fen^ 
timents  to  be  hoftile  to  thofe  #ho  have  fo  much  power  to  mi 
jure  them,  what  would  thqy  not  do  if  left,  as  heretofore,  to 
their  own  free  will  ?    ; 

We  have  now,  indeed,  a  form  of  government  confifting 
of  King.  Lords,  and  aCppimons*  Houfc  of  ParKasaaent ;  but- 
pot  a. government  confiding  of  the  King,  Lords,  and  thd' 
Commons,  reprcfentativcs  of  the  people  of  Great  Btitaifi;* 
It  is  a  government  in  which  the  power  of  the  ptoplt  is  i>o- 
thing,  and  fo  it  is  indeed  the  faihiorfnow  to  admit,  for  w^ 
never  hear  now  of  an  aflual,  all  is  a  virtual  reprefentation 

'  of  the  people ;  confcqucntly  we  find  daily,  that  members  of 
this  Houfe  fpeak  and  vote  in  ()ire6l  oppofiiion.to  the  inftruc* 
tionsof  their  conftituents,  of  ithich  we  had  a  ftriktngin- 
(lance  the  other  day  in  the  condud  of  a  worthy  Ald^man  of 
^he  city  of  Londori,  who  thought  fit  to  declare,  that  in  voting 
for  the  bill  now  before  the  Howfe^  he  was  confident  he  was 
voting  according  to  the  defire  of  his  conftitucnts.*  ■  Who  arc 
jiis  cqnftitMents  ?  The  livciyTof  the  city  of  Lohdon.  What 
has  beejj  the  conduA  of  that  Ihjtry?  In  Common. Hall  af- 
fembled  they  voted  an  addrefs  to  his  Majcfty,  to  difmifs  hts 
prefeni  Mipifters  from  hiscc^ipcils.  That  worthy  Alderman 
has  fince  continually  fuppojled  tbefe  Miniftersin  thrsHonfe. 
The  Court  of  Commt»n  Cpiuicil  i^nanimoufly  refolvc  againft 
the  principle  of  thi^ bill.    Thebody  of  thelivery  in«Gommon 

•  ^all  declare  the  fame  fcptiioientSi  and  all  the  iuikhbiiKiai'iof  * 
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the  different  wards  in  the  city  concur  iinanimoufly  in  thefe 
fentiments;  they  all  Inftruft  their  reptefentatives  tn  Parlia- 
ment tooppofe  thh  bill  ;  the  worthy  Altierman  fiipports  it  ; 
tlu6  IS  called  the  virtual  rcprefental^orr  of  the  people !'  Such  \s 
the  conduft,  I  perceive,  of  matly  of  the  members  of  tMs 
Houfe  at  the  beginhing  of  a  Pariiim^n-t ;  quite  oiherwife 
it  is  w4ih  moft  of  them  ar  the  end  of  one.  What  was  this 
bttt  faying  to  the  conftituents  that  their  member  knew  better 
than  themfelves  what  their  opinions  were?'  What  was  this 
but*  following  up  thb  blow  thstt  had  been  already  given  to  thie 
right  of  petitioning  ?  Not  fo  the  ciife  wfth  regard  to  petitions 
in  the  year  1784,  when  they  came  te  aid  of  the  power  of  the 
Cniwn-  Whether  the  petitions  that  were  then  pfefented 
w^re  tight  or  wrong,  I  am  not  now  qtjeftioning,  it  is  foreign 
to  the  fubjcd;  but  it  appears' by  the  different  reCcptidns  of 
them,  and  thofe  of  the  prcfcnt  time,  that,  in  this  Hoirfe 
peiitions  in  favour  of  the  power  of  the  Crown  are  to  be  con- 
.  iidtfed  as  every  thing ;  thofe  in  favour  of  the  rights  of  the 
fubje^  nothing.  While  the  majority  of  thisHoiife  wasagainft 
the  proceedings  of  the  King's  Kirniftei-s,-  it  was  nothiiig,  and 
the  petitions  of  the  people  againft  it  every  thing.  When  the 
majority  of  this  Houfe  is  for  the  King's  Minifters,'it  is  every 
thi4)g,  the  petitions  of  the  people  againft  themj  noththg.  I 
proteil  1  cannot  accoimt  for  this  in  any  other  way  thaA  that 
of  ftippofing  that- there  is  a  fettled  plan  to  exaltthe  preroga- 
Hves  of  the  CroVvn,  and  to  rcducfe  the  rights  of  the  pe6pTe  to 
a  cypher.  Nay,  is"  it  not  already  done  r  What  is  t  he  cbridi^ 
tion  of  the  prerogative,  or  rath^f-  tht  influence  of  the  TWini- 
fter  at  this  moment ;  and  what  is  the  power  of  the  pe6jple  ?  C 
prciicft  I  ca-nnot  account  for  the  turn  which  this  debate  has 
taken,  I  cannot 'account  for  the  violent  invedives  that  have 
been  urged  againft  me,  efpecially -this  night,  upon  any  other 
priaciple  than  that  to  which  I  haVc  already  all udecl.  W:hy 
Should  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  fp<*>ke  Jaft  (Mr.  Wilberforoc) 
be  fo  violent  againft  mc,  who  have  had  the  good  foittme  to 
agree  wi?h'him  in  many  fnbje<£^^'  that  were  introduced  into 
this  Houfe  hy  himfelf  ?  '  How;  bm  "by  -fupporing  that  he  lends 
himfelf  as  an  inftromenl  to  th't?  Minlfl^tr,  to  do  any  thing  that 
he  thiiiks  will  fervxs  hiis  inftrtiAoY,  an  Ktherefore  he  attefnp^jr 
^  now  to  divert  the  attention  of  th«*  pnWiC  ffom  the  A»bje61  of 
the  prefcnt  bill,  to  thofe' point*  ^hkh  hfe  chttfes  to  Rate  ay 
my  political  defers.  He  imputed J'to  hie  now  an  eaglrrlieft 
for  office,  with  juft  as  much  jliftic^  as,  in  the  yaar  1784-, 
be  knt  bimftjlf  as  jin  inftrUment'jb  thfe  Minvftei  to  fay,  and 
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.  lei^iMSd  Gentlemftn,  becaufe  he  adverted  to  myabfence  fr&m 
4be  Hoiire,  for  he  raid,  ^  God  knows  Whether  I  ihall  fee 
thMtudght  hpnoorable  Gentkman  again  umil  the  next  fe(^ 
|iofi/*-'i.I  thinkf  therefore,  he  'was  bound,  on  his  own  prin* 
dpfe;  to  take  notice  of  my  words  (which  ilfeetnft  have  akim^ 
echhlm  fo  nmch),  immediately  after  they  were  fpoken,  ftr 
hove  did  he  know  he  fhmild  fee  me  again  in  this  Houfc  ?  he 
d^d'not  artiftign  the  expreffions  wH«n  they  wer^* uttered,  but 
i^'ov^,  at  the  end  of^hree  W^ekSi  they  recur  to' his  txi^mowj 
mith  dreadful  alarm  I  I  am  i^oVtr  coming  to  tbefe  formidsible 
words  which  have  t:retted't1^i^  jp^^at'  alarm*;  but  as  I  have 
already  been  accufed  of  being  dn'^e^otilV,  i  n^ttft'beg  pardon 
pf  thefJuufc  for  recurrhig^O'iiny  <hlnj^  1  flirt  of  myiclf^  aod 
I  wifh  the  idarnedGentlhban'hlKi  noticed  them  at  tbe^riixie, 
that  I  might  have  had  anopp<>rtunity-of  explalAing  them  if 
they  were  ambiguous,   or^correfling  them  if  they  wore 
wrong.     They  were  uttered,  I   remerriber,   in  anfwer  m 
fome  infmuation,  <<  that  I  was  a  candidate  for  poblicem*- 
ployment,"  and,  <'  was  ambitious  of  public  honours."  i  do 
not  pretend  to  have  a  very  good  memory  of  the  pnBcife  wofds 
ot  any  man,  efpectally  of  my  own,  but  I  think  theoironb. 
I  ufed  were  thefe :— **  That  a  radical  reform  both  of  the  re^ 
prefentation  of  the  people  in  Parliament  and  of  the  abofas^ 
that  have  crept  into  the  praiftice  of  the  Conftitution  of.  this 
country,  together  with  a<:omplete  and  fundamental  change 
of  fyftem  of  adminiftration,  muft  take  p>ace,  and  that  until 
it  did,  I,  for  one,  would  take  ho  (hare  in  any  Adminiftra- 
tioli,  or  be  refponfible  in  any  office  in  his  Majefty's  Coun- 
cils.'*    I  think  thefe  were  my  words ;  I  am  fure  they  wem 
the  fubflance  of  what  I  faid.     Was  there  any  explanation 
pecetfary  r  I  am  not  very  dexterous  at  any  things  but  ought 
to  be  fo  at  explanations  ;  and  perhaps  the  learned  Gentle- 
0um  gives  me  credit  for  beitig  fo,  becaufe  he  may  think  it 
impoilible  for  a  man  wbo  has  been  fo  often  mi ffeprefented 
as  I  have,  not  to  have  acquired  fome  art  in  making  his  de-. 
fence.     I  muftconfefsit  is  an  art  in  which  I  bdieve  the 
honourable  Gentleman  oppoGte  to  me  is  my  fuperior,  amir 
that  if  1  wiQied  to  acq\;ire  perfedion  in  that  art^  I  flieuldy 
tfthotfgh  the  elder  man,  become  the  fcbolar  of  that  ri^ 
honourable  Gentleman.   Was  there  any  thing  ambigomisiA. 
thefe  words,  **  a  radical  refortn  ;"  or,  as  ithe  learrred  Qetw 
lleman  pleafed  to  call  k,  *^  a  fundamental  and'  totatuCfa«lf)c^ 
^ihc  fyftem  upon  v^fhich  ont  affairs  have>eMcarf&dK»it". 
By  a  change  o^f  fyf^m  I  meant,  fimpry  and  ckarl;  tOiSMfe 
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that  the  emfkire.  (Im)uU  b^  gpireraed  hy,  a  fyfletn  pf  liberty, 
ftnftead  of  a  iyAfnA  oi  r^mHn  Is.  the  fcnfe  obfci^rq|  qr 
are  ihe  words  jMinbog^ousi  .Wjietb^i:  my  opinion  is  rtglit  gr. 
wroikg)  iflM^uit^v^nothcif  queftioD..  I  fay v  that  .to  lnc;feafe 
t\m'p(^wtf  of  theaiQWfi,  r^nd.tq.ahridjS^  tholibertip^.cifj  1^ 

y  ttau  it  isaj^fong  fyfhwm^.j  l,foy,yqujQ3^ujd.dlml|);lhjt^^^^^ 

l&y  yoa  {ho«kl^eto«i!».t^w,lbOrfiheir  jvA  Map9«,^^ccc(fd^ 
10  tha  triJe  fpirit  of  Qur  CV^^ftiliHitiq^ig  J  (^y  thf^ t,  it js  ejIeQ- 
tial  to  th?  haf^Hefii  «f  4he.Ji^i,|>g.^fl  the  people.  I  tite  it 
foff  granted  thati  tha  Mfor4s  jL  Ji^^ii,(f4^'^e  now  pcifeAIj^  uq|« 
dexAoed ;  and  t  thought^  gf^  t)ierjtjri>^  I  iifed  them,  th4t^ii|«  . 
fiead  of  being. li^le  to/reprosiich*  th«y  n^erited  quite  apoth^^r 
fate*  What  did!  mean  by  a  chaise  of  fyflcm  ?.  Wh^^  !  tK- 
a6lly  what  Lopd.Ciiatham  naeant  when  he  faid  thn  fa^oe 
^ng<— ^^<  pot, merely  a  removal  of  MiniAcrs,  but  a  fup^a- 
mental  change  of  fyftem  upon  conyidUonof  paft  errot."  I 
mcaa  ithat  Xotd  Camelford  meant  when  he  declared,  apd^ 
that/ at  a  time  when  we  were  threatened  with  an  invafion, 
1  will  not.  vote  for  a  fupply  to  be  granted  to  his  Majcfiy 
jQOw."  What  I  was  this  an  encouragement  to  the  French  to 
invade  this  country  ?  .  No!  no  !  He  meant,  and  he  cxprdfed 
himfelf,  that  he  would  not  vote  for  a  fupply  unttl  a. pledge 
was  given  him,  not  merely  ;that  Minifters  ihould  be  rempved, 
but  that  there  (hould  be  a  complete  change  of  fyftem  in  fo- 
reign and  donlcdic  government.  This  fpeech  was  much 
praifed  at  the  time,  and  has  often  been  ftaied  to  be  the  fpeech 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  It  was  not  fo.  It  vvas 
the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt,  afterwards  Lord  Camel  ford. 
I  believe  the  prefent  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, did  not 
fpeak  in  that  debate,  but  we  had  the  honour  of  his  counte- 
nancC)  and  L think  the  concurrence ^f  his  vote;  I  am  fure 
he  did  not  think  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  a  dangerous  man  on  ac- 
count of  thart  declaffatk>n9  for  one  of  the  firfl  si£t^  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  was  to  i^rpmote  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt  to  the  digni- 
ty of  a  peerage,  at  a  time,  when  fxtetages  were  npt  made  by 
doxena*  but  whea  %. peerage  was  the  reward  of  fomc  worthy 
fervice,  or  at  leaft  beftowed  whh.delicacy,.  and  was  an  ho- 
nour to  ihe  man  who  had  k«  That  w^s  the  lai^uag^  of 
i/>rd  Camel^rd  then.  That  was  alfo  my  language  then, 
and  is  my.Iaeguagc  now^  if  .my  opinion  is  wrong,  that  is 
another  |>aint«.  anci  a  fit  one  for  difonflfion.  What  danger  is 
there  in  my  faying  of  the  prefent  Minillers  what  I  faict  of 
Vox..  1.1798.  4D  former 


568  WOODFALL*S  PAaLlAMEBTAUT  RJEPORTd.   {C^mMt^ 

former  Mjinifters  i  Was  it  implied  to  hoiACmaodSoisA^  thar 
by  ^UiXk^  the  fupplks  he  vo^  for  .dolifcmg  up:  Mb^ 
cow^ry  ^  the  frencb^^the  $papift0do,,ar  the  fiMdt/  wli* 
whfi^  Yf€tQ  tihfxi  pur  enemies  a%  the^  SMi  mnt  f  Niobodf  wer 
itopiiled  my  ruch^thing  tohkB^  He  ftid -by  th|t  vo«e,  «<  I 
know*  te  wWl  be  of  fem^o^fo^^Aiafety  Umfolf,  as  well  as 
to  W3  fobjea%  to»aU  up^iiihlqi  t<»!iliAnir9  kk  ovefeat  Mi« 
niAeni/'  But,  in  tmth,  f  4iflft#iifty  e£  pk^iarifiii,  andftHt 
mtan  ^Af  ^  repetMon^  ^by  lfar)«SBtii9ai  lliafb  iMde  t«iH 
ctralnga  radicdl  feform.  Wettr^aligbihy  o^it  oti  this  fldi^ 
of  the  Uoufo,  aad  ta  is  tli^iChsnoiHor  of  thf  ^I^Nftdquif . 
Astd  snyfeify  1  have  not  etiiy  pleaded  m^jJuikl^^Mf  dif^ 
fettiTttines^  in  twenty  dtfSBtent  Ipeediesv'  but  I  httVd  a£R»Hy 
recorded  my  eoilt.  I  AoqU  tkvm  foppaftdF-thM^ittrl  h«M 
repeated  fo  often  ia  this  Hoda^  year-afteryaar^^H^WNidi  U 
tobefeond  on  the  Joartials  ef  (his  Hoafef  ^eaaMt  be  m¥«l 
mmf.  As  kog  as  1  ftaied  the  mcafityrof  latettring  Aafta  tiv 
geaend ;  while  I  (aid  there  muft  be  <<  a  changerafiqnearme*^'^ 
a  *l  sadical  (tengc  of  fyianit'*  there  wasmalMii  tehen^  bUt, 
when  I  came  a>  ipeoify  a  ^Fiarliaaseimry  Reform/^  then  tftarf 
thing  I  •  fiud  became  4aa|(qroosiand  abrmtng^  lay  wordsi^Maai 
liheaiaaibiguousand  mymad.  Why  Ihouldthat  wbkblbafeib 
oAea  infifted «if)on»  hcnbtrlb tdanwrcius  in  the  repMftMn}  I 
had  thehontmr  of  dioring  in  sUsmdby  in  the  ttiooth  of  Mwjf 
tySdy'Chat  which  1  wiU  inotr  9sad» 

«  Or  a  review  of  (o ;$iiany  n^hncttdf  gmk  and  Hagpist  <nir«aad«ft^ 
pioceedinc  from  the  fame  pemicioua  |ifinciplefy  and  dirr^ed  with  iaov* 
I'tgibte  obftmncy  to  the  fanie  nitfchieTOUs  ends,  we  deem  oarlelves  boQod^ 
111  duty  to  hU  M^eftf  and  to  dw  tOAfttMents  to  dircf  are  thai  not  fie  m  rm* 
tmtdbape  tfredetmv^  theafainrftki  kmfdom^  kit  by  f^iiMaptimtfm 
f)pm  radicukv  and fumUmewUttiji  Yi^swt  p$m  Ikm  %Mch^  ftndiuA 
mu  prtfent  ^Jamtties.^* 

««  Rad^cafiy  and  ftmdatwentally  difetolt  ;'*  ami  HAjullified 
bv  the  wbtds  of  that  Addlefk,  at  l^ft  cxc\ifccl  fttuif  atiy  fkf^^ 
of  nov«!fy  in  Whw  I  faid  codtitrYilhg  radical  Ijleform.    Twre* 
furely  mnft  be  fome  teirfbn Wbr  afl  Hy7^,a)arm,  .for  tdfCmg  ^ 
Mp  ndw'  W  a  novel  and  alatA^^b^'dbftt^me ;  why;  Sir,, it  is  qpt 
drfficol^  to  find  the  cauftfif  al*!  this'j^tetdidedli^i^hf.nfoii^ 
datf get  from  my  cxprdfifott|  |Th<^  ChanceHor'  6f  tfi^Exchefvat ' 
finds  bis 'po[^ularity  is|(bh'6/ tHafU  it  fofxreecM  4>y  public  d^ 
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ffcAed  the  public  mini  from  the  fiibjcd;  which  he  knew  would 
not  bear  dofe  mfp^^ion.     I  am  not  fo  deftttute  of  pUin  com  - 
nxm  texdCf  as  not  co*  be  able  to  fee  Ae  drift  of  his  litfle  alrttficeu 
The  MmSker  is  in  a  dilMMnat  hispopolaritiy  k  gone,  {idMk 
odivHR  it  coming  on,  bi»  Bfll*  is  -deCHHed';  he  nMr  iMcaetdtth 
to  excile  aa  aJ^rin .  from  my  mfjIr^flBoti^t  weakly  andvt^y 
imagining  that  by  Uac^ccfMiig  tftte^fed^eMf  m^derhimfttf  ttA%f^^ 
able.     1  fpc^e  chefe  words  fidifly,;  «'^tli^r  XheO^flftitdilfcfi^ 
^loaidbcmftoRdto.  ito]iift%d»lGfc,,dAd)|l^  poorer  "dfx  ^Ybit-r 
pqo^  thftt  whkb  tho7iei^eifh>^fckrmili  fimof  <hii(Mi^^ 
r^ign."    The  ehnncti^ xt^Av^xdtmfiw  MbAfedctoirfhrw: 
fome  abfurdity  in  tbefeitaonUO^/vMil^ifafd  he^  'Ms/aUtbrfeto 
be  doae  merely  .to  Jcoep'^tittFlffi  i^fAo^areH^:  ToiWh^ch  i^naA 
fwered,  <^  no^;  rM  pot  tn^^epitliii^li  as  they  asot  hm^t^rito^- 
ftore  tbeoi  <o  what  tfacgr.  weao^n  il'lmpc  the  hoQOfMnble  and 
Ifamed  G<miemaBJsiiomr(ii|isficdielit  I  hanre\ explained  my* 
fflf  rM^Bkieiuly^  and^thoi  henwli  gbilon^r  ftnte  mywoTdshie 
aiDbig^KmS)^  f^  tliey  muft  janrsipfieaDto  him,  as  unu(iis  eviiy 
body eiies  plain  and huelKgUdi  Lfee<ibme Arefs iskid  on  xhc 
WQitI  r4^€ffli  iptiae  may  psSSMj  fuppofe  that  i  n«an.a  Sxbfta^ 
fimil^r  to  tha;  whidtmany  harvdtHodghCr  10  be  die  heft;  that 
of  l/prpfr/ni  Sujr.age.    Nowi '  hashig'fiqp^orted  the  fiafacineiof 
my^nouraUe  Friend  (Mr.  Grey)  'hulhis  Houie,  and  hariiig: 
voted  for  k^  1  l^a^  by  that  oondofbihewsl  Idoinot  :^prove  of 
tbeplanof  XJniverfaJl.Sufirage,  lindrhirvo  fliewn  the  piaci  of 
which  I  do  approve.    TheJearaeddGentleman  was  pkfafed^. 
play  upon  the  words,  "  radical  and  fundamental,"  and  fay  that 
they  meant  to  ftrfke  at  the  root,  to  alter  the  foundation  cSf  bur 
Conftjtution — No,  to  ftrike  at  the  root,  to  alter  the  founda- 
tion  of  abufes  ji  ,to  defiroy  the  nK>narchy»  no,  to  fupport  it, 
by  changmg>  the  fvftem  that  faas^broiight  this  country  to  the 
brink  of  niln-    Thwc  ^re  feme  Gentlemen  oppofite  to  mr , 
who  have  not  forgotten  the  whole  of  their  former  politics,  and 
to  whom  this  do^rinc  is  n<^pcm    Itiffiot  freemaibnry,  it 
may  be  divulged^  any  where  ai>d  to  an;  perfqn  \  it  is  to  do  what 
Mr.  Burke,  the  Duke  of.  Po;^^^^*  Earl  .Spppccr*  and  the 
right  honourable  Gentlenuh  jOJpqqCt^  tQ.me,  ^havjp  dccl?rcd  cf- 
fcntial  to  the  interefts  of  their  cQuiytty^,  iJicy  all  dcclirc^  they 
thought  that  abufcs  producea.  iSje  J\cnerican  war,  and  JVIr. 
Burke  publiftcd  his  fentuii^i^npon  thfit  fubje<a,  in  -a  worjw 
called  *^  Thoughts  pp. the  pr^tfPjicoptcnu."^  .  The  whole 
of  our  politics  at  that  time  wcril.  Ciroflcd,  as  mine  are  ;ftiU, 
againil  the  root  of  thpfc  evils,  piid  wtich  it  is  the  ambicioii  of 
my  life,  and  was6nce'tbean)|>itiimof  the  lives  of  others,  to 
oppofe*    Theip  are  many  G^otl^meu  on  the  other  fide,  who 

4D  2  cannot 
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cannot  think  that  the  events  of  the  year  1784,  weaken  tliefc 
ohfervations ;  they  muft  know  they  ftrcngthen  them,  but  they 
think  that  the  Revolution  in  f>ance  has  made  it  neceflary  to 
ovcilook  the  whole  of   this   fyftcm  of   ahufes.     They  fear 
what  tlie  Latins  call  pfobahUis  j  but  they  muft  know  that  there 
is  fuch  a  fyflcm,  and   they  toufl  know  that  ahhough  they 
ahandon  their  oppofition  to  it  I  fliall  perfevcre.     Now,  what 
have  1  done  which  all  the  XVhigs  of  jEn gland  have  hot  con- 
ftantly  and  uniformly"  dechiccf  to  be  ahfclutely  neccf&rj  for 
the  fafety  of  the  ftate  ?  The  only  addition  1  have  made,  is  that 
of  calling  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament,  and  although  it  is  ttiy 
opinion  now,  tl-at  it  is  imjx)ffible  to  correcj^  abufes  without 
Parliamentary  Reform,  I  confcfs  1  once  thought  otherwife, 
and  that  fome  abufes  might  be  correfted  without  it.     1  may 
be  afkcd,  **  why  do  you,  who  did  not  always  think  it  abfolutc- 
ly  neceflary  that  there  fhould  be  a  Parliamentary  Rcfornft  in 
order  to  correct  abufes,  now  hold  forth,  that  is  abfolutely  im- 
poffible  to  correA  abufes  without  Parliamentary  Reform?" 
To  which.  I  anfwer,  *'  I  have  no  diflSculty  in  faying,  that 
fornoerly  I  thought  it  only  ufeful ;  that  it  was  likely  to  do 
much  good,  and  it  was  impoffible  it  could  produce  any  eYil»  I 
©ever  thought  the  propriety  of  it  doubtful ;  but  there  was  a 
time  when  I  did  not  think  it  a  matter  of  abfolute  neccffity, 
that  thi?  country,  though  not  fo  well,  yet  might  (land  with- 
out it ;  this  was  my  opinion/*   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  op- 
poiite  tome  was  of  another  opinion,  for  he  faid  in  fubftance, 
(I  do  not  pretend  to  quote  words  accurately)   that  **  without  a 
I'arliamentary  Reform,  no  good  Admininration  could  render 
any  fervice  to  the  country,  and  without  Parliamentary  Reform 
the  country  could  not  be  faved  againft  a  bad  Adminiftration." 
I  heard  that  pait  of  his  fpeech   with  pleafure,  although  1  did 
not  go  the  full   length   of  it  in   point  of  opinion.     It  was 
in  part  a  compliment  to  niyfelf  ;  it  conveyed  an  idea,  that  the 
then  adminiftration  was,  in  his  opinion  a  good  one,  and  I  had 
the  {lonour  to  hold  a   (hare  in  it ;  fuch  was  the  opinion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  that  time.     He  faid  that  with- 
out a  Parliamentary  reform  there  cogld  be'no^fccuriiy  for  the 
future,  (maijc  the  words,)  **no  fecurity  for  the  future.'*     He 
locked  forward,  like  our  anceftors,   and  called  for  fccurity 
againft  prob4b!e  evils.     He   faid   that  Parliamentary  ^forni 
wa^  the  only  fecurity  againft  a  repetition  6f  fuch  calamities  as 
were  brought  upon  \is  by  the  American  war.     I   am  convin- 
ced by  experience,  this  Hbufe  and  tliis  countr'y  muft  be  con- 
vinced by  experience  ;  i)k    right  honourable  Gcntlei^^t^  ad- 
miniftration has  convinced  us  all,  that  he  wasthcrt  Yighf'lb'  His 
affcrtion^  fpr  we  now  feci  u  much  gieater  evil  than  the  Ane« 
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rjcan  war.  But  it  may  be  fiiid,  that  this  war  is  very  dif&rcnt 
from  any  other  war,  and  therefore  it  is  not  juft  to  compare  it  to 
any  other  calamity.  No  two  human  events  are  exadlly  alike, 
but  in  their  principle  they  are  exa£lly  the  fame,  and  they  have 
produced  fimilar  effed^s. .  The  American  waf  was  commenced 
to  trolh  the  principles  of  rjfing  Jiberty;  thp  calamities  of  that 
war,  I  am  ferry  to  fay,  more  than  the  principle  of  it,  render- 
i?d  it  unpopular;  it  brought  Ireland  in  a  ftate  of  difcontent, 
which  could  not  be  fet.  at  reft,  without  either  vigorous  mea- 
fures,  or  conciliation  on  the  part  of  Government.  What- is 
fhe  origin  of  this  war?  An  attempt  to  ftlfle  the  genius  of  pre- 
tended liberty  ;  to  check,  if  you  pleafe,  the  progr^fs  of  falfc  and 
prefumptuou?  philofophy.  A  wnr  which  was  by  artifice  made 
popular  for  a  while  in  this  country,  and  moft  unfortunately 
for  us  all,  popular'  in  this  Houfe.  Here  again  the  calamity 
and  not  the  principle  ofthemcafure  rendered  it  unpopular. 
The  people  became  generally  difcon tented.  They  wiflied  for 
peace.  .  Minifters  oppofed  their  dcfires.  They  very  generally 
and  under  great  difcouragements,  petitioned  the  throne  to 
change  thcfe  Minifters — :They  were  not  attended  to.  This 
has  brought  en  the  prefent  mod  dreadful  crifis.  In  the  pre- 
fent  war  Ireland  has  now  been  goaded  to  drftraftion.  Earl 
Filzwilliam,  with  the  moft  virtuous  intentions,  madeto  the 
Irifti  people  promifes  which  he  tliought  he  was  impowered  to 
fulfill.  Thcfe  uromifes have  been  broken  by  Minifters;'  thelriflt 
people  have  been  fcourged  by  the  iron  hand  of  oppreflSon,  and 
fubjc^ed  to  the  hprrors  of  military  execution,  and  are  now  ia* 
a  fituation  too  dreadful  for  the  mind  to  contemplate  without 
difraay  or,  the  heart  to  feel  without  horror.  That  country,  in- 
flead  of  being  part  of  the  ftrength,  is  part  of  the  wcaknefsof 
our  empire,  as  well  as  its  calamity.  1  cannot  help  thinking, 
therefore,  that  from  thefc  features  of  our  fituation  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman's  predidlions  are  completely  verified. 
**  That  without  reform  of  Parliament  there  is  noiecurity  to 
this  country  from   being  ruined   by  a  bad  adminiftration.** 

An  honourable  Gentleman  who  Qx)ke  early  in  this  debate 
thought  fit  to  make  an  attack  on  what  he  called  the  SeceJJiori. 
*'  This  took  place/'  fays  he,  *'  in  times  of  great  difilculty  and 
danger.'*  There  certainly  is  great  difficulty  and  danger  ;  but 
the  queflion  is,  whether  my  attendance  in  this  HouJe  can  re- 
move that  difficulty  or  provide  againft  that  danger  ?  But  as 
there  are  many  Gentlemen  in  this  Houfe  who  are  not  partial 
to  my  authority  in  anything,!  will  refer  them  to  the  autho- 
rity of  others.  In  the  year  1777  the  oppofition,  conGfting  of 
the  ^arcjuis  of  Rockingham-*(vvhofe  name  I  caw  never  men- 
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tion  bot  with  emotions  of  efteem  and.aficAioa^^!«ihofe  i^yortb* 
Tike  that  of  moft  extraordinary  tHken^  was  notfo  well  valQe^  jg^ 
his  life  time  as  it  has  fibce  his  destth,  b:d  ^letnonftiit^l^^e^^ 
talue  ef  Cbdh  a  man  to  bis  tiHintry)*— -Lon}*  lt$^  t^ay^i^fb*'^ 
Sir  <nK>fBe  finite,  aa4  Mr.  BcirlQe^f  I  dp  ncT^ntion .  ^jfelf 
atnuif  tMm)-*^aII  thougM  that,  (in  thenitidlme  of  die  Amen* 
call  was^anA  When  g»<eaf  l^aft^  i^e^  t6  be  riijk^^  and  when  tb« 
country  wiaa  in^greM  dtficnky)  'tfi^  |6oaId  nof  do  better  tfiaxi 
to  ccafe  attending  p2a1()iineht,wllifen  neither  ttii^ir  .virtues  Qor- 
thmr-Udsnls  could  be  nDsAit;  MiPilffSer  bot6  h^id  ^e^  exert^  ' 
in  V9im    i  ccafed  to  think  %lr9ft  th6b  bn^e  m^fietjr  cff^m- 
ii|g  awajTi  and  thereibrecame  dowti  tb  Ai^  noSla  X^flbre  tbefi|,f . 
but  I  oever  blamed  th<m  for  ^htUt  cbtidodlt ;'  nbr  k  ttklr  m 
du^  biamed  now.    So  it  ftemtf  that  wteit  wiis^|  l^^^ht  ^nd^KH 
nburable  in  diefe  peribns  isfaAkxis  in  me.    In  toy  iiiftaiicQ  1  - 
am  patticularly  unfortunate.   I  caii  {deale  my  adverfanesia  jqo . 
way.    They  uy  thete  is  mifthief  in  my  ftajring  awa^^j^irf 
they  accnfe  me  of  producing  mifchief  by  my  Q>eeches.    Ttiej 
are  neiChef  ^leafed  with  my  phsfeneenor  my  amerce.  '^  W^t . 
aye  his  motives  ibrftaying  a#ay  f**  Upon  my  Word,  Sir,^  1  wSl 
not  flatter  die  honouFdibfe  Gentlemen  who  (poke  taft  by  ^ttipf 
hhft^hat  he  is  the  calrfb  either  of  my  prefence  oi  my  abfepcf^  ^ 
But  if  I  w^oMiged  toattetfd  miich  to  him  when  I  am  prd^t»: 
he  wt>uM  be  the  caofe  of 'ekher  my  abfence  or  mj  p#cfcnce-r:^ , 

Erhaps  he  can  gudfs  which.    T  cannot  ftate  anpp  tfiing  ia  tB^ ; 
Dufe  in  fsvoor  of  a  ParKamtotar^  reform  without  his  te|t%« 
sne  I  affqrd.enoottragemeilt  to  fhe  French.    Wl)y  then»  SiT%W 
I  paid  thM  reipe£kto  htjs  authority,  which  I  dare  fay  be  fliu^Jtf 
it  deferves,  I  ffaould  ftay  away.    <*  No,  I  muft  aUend,^  tmi 
then  I  muft  eidier  be  filent  or  fpeak  as  he  ideafes.    I  itaSl  jbH^  ' 
low  my  own  judgment  while  diat  is  not  dtfagr€eable  to  M 
'  conftituents,  and  1  will  not  fe  fin*  flatter  tlie  honoof-abte  Qat^ 
tleman  as  to  fay  that  I  ibould  either  &ve  or  pleafe  my  cohDtir 
tnentsby  folfewing  his  dire6H6nt.    I  apply  this  obti^^ation  fpw 
fefcral  odier  members  of  this  Mouie,  and  among  .the  r^  t9  ' 
fhe  honourable  member  for  Ltncobi.    Is  there  not  foincitfiinf 
of  (elf  at  due  bottom  dT  all  ihisfeeming  anxiety  for  «ni,^r 
dud?  I  know  not  whether  it  is  from  m^.depriving> tnem  c^^ 
their  oppMtnnitiei)  their  gloridus,  ami  to  fome^bf  Jh<^  raZi&s   ' 
•pporttmtiu^  of  gratifymti"  thcti-  vanity  ot  their' ify:(rice.  Whw  -" 
I  confider  tfacfe  matters  I  do  not  fee  any  grdft^realbn  foe  w^-<  i 
^ring  that  fo  ma^y  Gentlemen  (houM  be  angry  with  me  for,  if»f ^  1' 
^fence,  but  to  be  plain  with  them,  lam  not  yerj.  Mi|  ~  '^ 
abput  p)ea(ing  them.    The  Gentleman  whd  (poke  hO 
^  that  thr  people  of  this  country  in  general  are  ffiffiuiij^i 
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my  abfe nc?/'    I  jOiould  «ri(b  tt>  have  a  betM  actdMiity  tfiart 
hit  before  I  afrivo  ai  tba(t  condofion.    The  peofrfe  LpttpMfbMr,' 
who  are  >1thout^difpivi^Qent  (ol\f  As  g^ed  judges  crflhaik jh 
die  honourable  Gentlexnaoy  have  icdd  nle  otherwife,  Md  I 
think  I  can  lely  on  their  ve^^icy  aMb  «ft  well  at  vpotl'Wt. 
Another  honourable  <7ent)cpi9n  ^fa  His**  dial  wearo^fgleft- 
ingout  duty  wVile  others  ^r^^xhtmng  Iheirs.'*  Jly  doty, 
I  prefume,  he  hieana  ^*  ^O/m^^g  aaddividiilg  with  tbeMtnW 
nHbcr.^    I  made  no  j{en^{iaflp|pit«9n  that  iheragmtertdo 
not  attend;  the  mqviing  Qt  y]?at  I  fatd  was»  that  when' they 
are  here  they  do  hot  al^f^ty^  perfonn  their  dttty.    The  ItMn^ 
edl-Oentiemafij  whdfe  fpeccn  ipw^^tad  to  us  party  ^'lakmct^  t&i^ 
**  That  the  public  look  at  ui^and  ^ill  judge  dFour  oondiid.^ 
I  "hope  they  Jo ;  ,.apd  without  vaqity  I  wifli  tliey  may.    There 
h  nothing  that  i  have  a  greater,  ikfire  for  than  that  the  people 
of  thi$  country  ihould  look  at,  gad  carefully  examine,  oofcM^ 
dtt  A  and  the  a>ndu£t  of  the  Hoofe  of  Cocnaiont.    I  wiAi  that 
to  judge,  and  tip  judge  candidly,  whether  this  is  Ibch  a  Hoafe 
of  Commons,  as^  that  in  it,  thofe  who  think  Ute  me^eali  pixW 
cure  any  advantage  to  the  pnblic  hy  thdr  attendance.^    But 
you  ftill  keep  your  feat  in  rariiaiMf}t»-'  fay  they  ;  irtw  ytt,  I 
do.  Sir,  and  I  have  no  intention  of  iapplyidglo  the  ripkv  lion. 
Gentleman  q>P9Gte  to  me  for  the  ChiAern  hundreds  m  otder 
to  vacate  that  feat— Why  1  fiecatife  I  donot  diinklfaatfuth  a 
Aep  wouM  be  of  any  fervice  to  the  peoi^e  «f  this  coantry;    A(t% 
I  to  d^fpair  that  even  this  Houfe  of  Cpmmoos  nay  cMftga  its 
Sentiments  ?  Is  that  change  impoffible  i  I  hope  not^    I  be* 
lieve  not.    .Then  vvhy  fhould  I  reiiga  a  fituation,  which,  al^ 
though  nov^  ufclefa,  may  hereafter  be  ufeful  to  mycotirrtry^ 
«  But  you  lipy>way  bocaufe  you  know  you  cannot  obtain  a^ 
Parliamentary  Reform ;  vou  £17. that  reform  is  abfbhitely  neeef  <> 
fary,  and  therefor^  you  do  not  mqifi  to  try  fer  a  Parliamentaiy 
Reform  in/this  Houfe  ?**  To.  wH^b  I  anfwer,  I  know  no  other 
legal  way,'  becaufe  I.  know;,  no  cither  peaceable  way  of  obtain-^ 
ing  i  Reform,  ^pd  therefore.  Jt.^^^jU  neVer  try  any  ariier  way. 
1  obiifefs  1  aiyi^Qt  yery  fangi^pe  in  Eiy  expe£buons  of  the 
Houfe  of  Ooi;n{Ti()^,  but  I  tmnkU  may,  fit>facirciiinftan<%s^ 
comtturhce  iT)eaturc,s.  which^  wy  lead  r  to  an  entire  and 'nrfieal 
Reform.     *^  Bu\j^u  do  not^pp^  to  b«  able  to fierfuaAe  the 
Houfeof  Commpni^to  coranieif^  thi8work,"-««w)iy)sv6,  not 
by  myfjjjecchcs'^tainly,  jmd:yctijj,  think  they  way  be  per^. 
faaded— How?,   By  thepuBlic    »I  bppe  fuch*an  opmioii  wU| 
be  fo'^xpreiied^as  to  induce  this  Hpufe  10  fee  the  wifdom  andt 
necdSty'dr\Wmearure;  and  I  am  afraid  it  will  never  appear 
to  this  Hpulc  to  be  wife,  before  it  appears  to  be  abfolutely  ne» 
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ceffary. '  I  have  4oDe  my  duty  in  ixnpreffing  this  opinion  upon 
the^ufe.  fiutwbyfliould  I^  by  my  attendance  frpm  day^ 
to  diay  in  thi^Houfe,  give  countenance  to  die  idea  that.tliere 
kf  ill  this  Houfe,  a  fiX:e  unbiafied  opinion,  and  that  it  is  not 
nndd-  tbfi  influence  of  the  Crown,  I  am  not  of  high  authority, 
bat  that  authority,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  ihould  be  forry  to  pledge,  to 
the  dodrine  that  the  branches  of  the  Liegiflature  are  not  under 
the  cdntrool  of  the  Executive  Power.  1  believe  that  thoft;,  if 
there  aij^  luiy,  who  think  that  the  legiilati.ye  power  is  not  un* 
tier  the  controul.  and  management  of.  the  Crown,  know  but 
Tittle  of  the  real  condition  of  this,  or  the  other  Houfe  of  Par* 
liament.  I  fav  fo,  becaufe  I  think  fo  ;  then  why  ihould  I 
not  abfent  myfelf  from  fuch  a  Parliament,  as  I  think  proper. 
Biit  they  fay,  **  my  conftitucnts  fcnt  n»c  here ;  that  1  am  not 
to  follow  my  own  inclination,  but  (hould  attend  for  dieir  in* 
te;'efts."  I  beg  to  appeal  to  my  Conftituents,  and  to  none  but 
fhemi  foji  with  tlieir  deiires  1  am  ready  to  comply,  my  attend- 
ance tl>ts.  night  in  this  Houfe  is  an  inftance  of  that  com- 
pliance^ but  how  (lands  this  language  with  regard,  to  Conftt* 
tqetits?  There  are  n»ny  counties  large  and  popubus,  the 
tIe£tors  of  wh.ich  may  call  upon  their  Rcprcfentatives  to  obey 
them»  and  they  may  do  fo ;  but  with  regard  to  this  Houfe  ^t 
large,  I  ihould  be  glad  to  know  how  many.  Members  tliere  are 
whofe  Conftituents  have  no  influence  whatever  over  them, 
beqiufo  between  them  there  is  not  fo  much  as  the  appearance 
of  connedlion  ;  and  even  where  the  cafe  is  otherwifi^,  wh^re 
the  conne£tion  is  fuppofed  to  be  intimate,  how  many  Mesnbers 
are  there  in  this  Houfe  who  have  difobeycd  the  exprefs  direcrt 
tions  of  tlieir  Conftituents  ?  But  you  are  fpeaking  on  one  fide 
only  ;  it  is  true  the  King  has  the  prerogative  of  declaring  7;:^ 
and  proclaiming  peace  which  may  create  fome  influence ;  but 
if  a  war  be  improperly  declared,  or  peace  iroproperiy  delayed, 
this  Houfe  has  the  power  of  withholding  the  Supplies,'*  O  ! 
eighty  well ;  I  knpw  it:  but  if  the  MiniAer  can  influence  the 
majority  and  obuin  their  votes,  what  then  bccon\es  of  your  fe- 
mous  check  ypon  the  Executive  Power?  By  the. tlieory.of 
your  Conftitution  you  are  free,,  by  its  pradice  ,you  have  no 
freedom  to  oppofe  the  Crown  in  any  thing  of  this  nature»  ai^4 
jourConAitution  is  now  (haken  to  the  very  foundation  ! 

Nothing  in  which  my  qame  is  included  is  to  pfs  ui^iiotioe^ 
in  this  dehate,  and  therefore  the  right  honourable  Secretary  ^ 
State  rcferretl  to  a  letter  of  a  very  curious  kind,,  written  T 
noble  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  great  perfonal  refpe£^.I|iyil(  1 
leave  to  fay,  that  I  had  no  concern  in,  or  knowledj^.fi!^^ 
paffcd  on  the  occafiou  to  which  it  refers  aiorc^tliatv^d^  ' 
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IionouraWc  Secretary ;  nor  had  1  arty  krWwkdgt  of,  orcohcern 
in  the  pubhcacion  of  that  ktter.  I  knov^  that  an  application 
iiras  made  to  the  noble  Lord  by  fome  Members  of  this  Hoflfe, 
rc^ucfting  him  10  call  for  a  change  of  Adminj  ft  ration.  I  know* 
not  who  they  were ;  t  never  was  let  into  that  fecret.  I  never 
wiihed  to  know  who  the  partic5>  were,  but  the  publication  of 
thajt  curious  letter  has  raaJe  know;n  a  faft  of  a  very  important 
mature  to  this  country,  viz.**  •'  That  there  are  jn  this  Houfc 
a  treat  number  of  Members  .yvho  conftantly  go  on  with  th^ 
Mnifter»  and  give  him  ttjeir  fupport,  although  they  difapprove 
of  his  mcafurcs,  and  think  liim  and  his  colleagues  utterly  ur.** 
fit  for  their  Ctuations  ;'*  and  who  think,  therefore,  that  there 
ought  to  be  a  chanj^o.  6ut  it  is  faid^  **  that  if  the  ChanceUor 
of  the  Exchequer  were  to  go  out  of  power,  1  (hould  expcft  tq> 
come  into  his  lituation,  aiuJ  that  therefore  what  I  mtiy  fay  up-r 
on  the  fubjeft  is  not  worth  attenciing  to."  It  is  rather  hard 
that  1  am  to  be  tlius  filenccd.  Suppofe  I  was  completely  dif* 
interefled,  I  know  thaf  to  a  man  of  the  particular  taftc  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  it  is  difncult  to  conceive  a  difintcrcfted  fen-, 
tirnent.  But,  let  him  for  a  moment  fuppofc  me  to  be  difin- 
terefted.  HoW  could  I  have  aSed  othcrwife  than  I  did  ?  Pep-* 
haps  he  thinks  that,  to  be  candid, !  fhould  have  faid,  *'  My  Lord^"- 
take  care  ;  I  am  going  to  fupport  you  only  for  a  while  ^  yoii 
ivill  not  continue  above  a  Seflion  or  tw6 ;  for  then  I  will  come 
into  your  place:  you  run  into  a  danger.*'  Iri  reality  I  gave  thq' 
noble  Lord  no  advice  upon  the  matter ;  if  I  had,  it  (hould  have 
httn  a  difintcrefted  piece  of  advice ;  if  1  had  told  hirfi  all  t 
thought,  I  (hould  have  faid,  ••  Take  care,  my  Lord  ;  takd 
care,  that  while  you  are  forming  a  Miniftry,  you  are  nof  do- 
ing fo  without  fclid  grounds ;'  unlefs  you  have  a  proper  pledge 
of  a  Reform,  th6  good  which  you  intend  will  come  to  nothing, 
Take  care  that  you  are  not  vfenturing  into  a  country  where  a 
man  of  your  franknefs  is  not  a  match  for  the  infidious  arti 
T^hich  will  be  praSifed  againft  you.  Take  care  you  do  not 
go  into  difficulties  which  will  dcftroy  you  ;  thit  you  are  not 
Tnvited  only  for  the  purpofc  of  putting  an  end  to  the  prefent 
war,  in  order  that  the  fyftem  which  you^ftiflc  for  a  while  may 
be  re-eftabli{hed  *'  And,  if  l  had  been  called  upon  to  name 
l!his  fucceflbr  of  the  noble  Lord',  I  (hould  have  no  difficulty  irt 
pointing  out  the  prefent  Chincellof  df  the  Exchequer  as  thift 
roan.  1  had  no  concern  whatever  in  the  matter.  I  lh6uld  wifli 
certainly  for  a  change  of  Adniiniftratiorf  tliat  might  be  able  to 
procure  peace.  My  (ideere  wilh  was,  never  to  make  arfy  part 
of  any  Admin  id  ration,  and  1  never  will,  owtefs  I  have  a  pledge 
fdr  a  general  reform  of  obufes,  which  muft  be  preceded  by  a 
Vpi,.  L  1798.  4  £  coinpieie 


I 


5^6  WCJOT^ATLL'S-'PARLIAMENTARV.  reports.      [CoMifoiit, 

complete  derelidionolF  thbfe  aflumptions  of  power  that  have 
been  made  fince  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  came  into 
office ;  in  (hort,  until  \s^e  have  a  pledge  that  the  Confti* 
tution  ihali  be  reftorcd,  at  Icaft  to  the  conditioa  it  was 
in  when  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  came  into  power; 
and  that  there  fhall  foe  an  entire  reform  of  abufes.  Until 
that  fhall  be  the  defire  of  the  people  at  'large,  and  the  opi- 
nion of  this  Houfe,  I  will  neVer  form  a  part  of  any  Ad- 
ininiftration.  But  I  think  it  it  is  too  much  to  fay  to  nie» 
€*  Why  (hould  you  ftate  your  terms  before  your  Sov^eiga 
lias  called'for  your  fcrvices  ?"  J  never  flated  tny  terms  ;  I 
never  offered  my  fervices ;  and  I  have  no  defire  of  an  oiFer. 
But  I  have  lonjg  faid,  what  I  now  fay,  thafi  will  never  accept 
of  any  employment  but  on  the  conditions  that  I  have  dated. 
But  here  again  let  me  be  properly  underftood  \  for  al- 
though I  wi(h  for  a  reform  of  Parliament,  I  have  no  idea  of 
rbiaining  it  but  by  the  organ  and  through  the  me;ans  of  Par- 
liament. The  attempt  to  obtain  it  in  any  other  way  I  ne- 
ver thought  of.  That  I  deteft  the  prcfent  Adminiflratioii — 
that  is  to  fay,  the  prcfent  fyftem,  is  moft  true;  but  if  I  deteft 
{hem  on  account  of  one  thing  more  than  another,  it  is^  that 
their  meafures  have  made  me  think  it  poflible  that  change^ 
inay  be  made  by  illegal  means,  that  is,whhout  the  intervejitioq 
of  Parliament.  At  one  time  I  know  that  this  was  impofll- 
ble :  what  a  dreadful  reflexion  to  a  feeling  conftitutioaal 
mind,  to  think  of  the  change  of  fentiment  that  has  been  of- 
fefled  !  Some  Gentlemen  la.){  **  that  with  me  ev'cry  debate 
degenerates  into  party  fpirit ;  that  I  am  anibitioi^,  and  that 
^11  my  fpeeches  tend  to  throwing  things  into  confuCon." 
Do  they  mean  to  fay  that  I  wi(h  for  violence  and  tumult  i 
Do  they  think  that  I  am  dcfurous  of  imitating  Buonaparte, 
of  carrying  every  thing  before  me  by  military  valour ;  or, 
like  Barras,,to  have  troops  fitting  in  or  furcpunding  this 
Houfe,  and  fupprell^ng  the  men  or  party  wboi^i  I  dread 
by  milirary  violence?  D/}  they  think  that  apy  of  us  have 
fuch  wiihes  ?  Do  they  think  that  the  inconvenience^  of  my 
life  {happily  now  ^leis  than  fonnerly)  are  fuch  .^s  make 
me  wifli  forconfufionr  Tt^:  I  aim  at  my  time  of  life  to  foek 
a  better  fortune  by  the  ufe  of  arn:)s  i  I  ck)  not  think  that 
thofe  who  know  me  >vill  make  any  of  the(e  accufations 
againft  me.  Aye!  aye!  but  tHen  corner  the  order  of  .die 
day,'  "  difappoinfment  ^nd  emj  \"  what  may  not  thcfij  pafi|»i$ 
goad  me  to?  I^  \tw\^  C\\\\id.n^  of  whom  I  Ih^l  f^die 
lefs  bccanCe  I  had  formerly  the  Q:eaus  of  knowing  biio  v^ 
\nately,.chwrcs  to  come  ioivvard  and  caricature  |Q0iarai|     | 
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^nvlou^  and  difappointed  man.  The  candour  and  generofity 
of  this  attempt,  coming  from  him,  I  fhall  leave  to  t\\& 
woHd.  The  talents  of  thofe  artifts  for  caricature  I  will  not 
quefiion ;  but  looking  to  themfelves  and  looking  to  me,  they 
ivill,  perhaps,  find  it  difficult  to  exhibit'  tny  figure  as  the 
gmbhmof  envy.  Not  that  I  defy  their  genius  for  mifrfcpre* 
fentation,  Init  I  really  think  they  might  fiAd  among  theni* 
fclycs  figures  better  adapiled  to  the  charadler.  Hcdifcovers 
in  me  ai  refemblance  to  Hannos  the  Carthaginian..  The  aU 
lufion  naturally  brings  us  batk  to  the  hiftory  of  tbe-poriiod^ 
and  makes  us  think  of  Hannibal  as  well  as  Hantio.  If  I 
am  Hanno,  he  itiud  have  had  in  his'eye  alfo  the  Hannit^al 
of  the  prefent  times.  The  learned  Doftor  did  fiot  fay  whq 
the  Hannibal  was,  aIt'ho»gh  it  was  not  dtfiicult  to  find  whece 
he  meant  the  allufion  to  (Irike ;  and  certainly  there  were 
fome  points  of  refemblance  between  the  right  honourable 
Gentleman  and  the  charader  of  Hannibal,  which  a  Plutarch 
would  defcribe  with  cnergtftic  tr*ith.  We  are  tpld  in  hif- 
tory, if  I  remember  rightly,  that  .Hannibal  w^s>the  fon  of 
Hamilcar,  one  of  the  greated  generals  and  (latefmen  in  the 
world,  and  Hannibal  was  fworp,  at  nine  years  of  age,,  by 
his  father,  to  be  the  eternal  eacmy  of  Rome.  Whether  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  fworn  at  that  age  to  be 
the' eternal  enemy  of.  the  French,  I  know  not.  There  are 
fome  other  circumftances  which  we  read  in  hiftory  concern^- 
ing  thefc  two  chara£l^rs  not  unworthy  of  recollection  at  this 
moment:  not  only  was  Hanno  an  enemy  to  Hannibal,  but 
alfo  to  the  whole  Barfine  fa£lion,  who  were  fnppofcd  to 
have  Ihared  a  great  deal  from  the  fticcclles  of  Hannibal  in 
war.  It  was  faid  of  him  that  in  all  his  zeal  for  the  public 
good  he  tocsk  particular  care  of  his  own  family,  and  that 
Afdrubal,  and  all  his  other  relations  in  Spain  and  elfewheret 
were  enriched  with  the  public  fpoil.  The  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  may  perhaps  have  fome  relations  who  cer- 
tainly have  not  had  their  fortunes  ruined  by  the  war.  I  ra- 
ther think  there  are  fome  other  points  of  refemblance  be- 
tween Hannibal  and  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  Haa 
nibal  having  conduded  the  war  againft  the  Romans  with 
great  rago,  and  every  degree  of  bitternefs  and.  cruelty  ;,  and 
aftef  having  fworn,  as  I  have  faid,  eternal  enmity,  thought 
himfelf  a  fit  perfon  to  negociate  a  peaces  and  indeed,  from 
the  fpeech  which  Livy  makes  him  deliver,  Hannibal  was  as 
eloquent  a  man  as  any  that  ever  made  a  fpeech.  Tlie  ft* 
garc  th^t  hd  made  in  the  fenate  of  Carthage  upon  that  occa- 
'  '     .  4  E  2  '  fion 
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Hon  was  extraordinary.  After  all^ the  defburatioos.  he  laA 
fttade,  he  felt  tfie  Tingularity  of  his  fituatioh,  and  he  Ihoittf 
t\p6k6  it — **  EgOf  Jidnmialy  peta  pacem.  'Phr  Chaooell<i« 
6f  the  Exchequer  has  alfo  conduced  a  war  with  as  mncli 
bitternefs  ^nd  r^ge'as  that  of  Hannibal  agatnd  the  Rcoiaoft. 
He  aHb  ha^  faid  it  woulc^  he  difgrac^ul  and  ruinous  to  pfo* 
pt)(<^'pea£!6',  but  he  alfQ  ha$'  thoMght  himfdf  a  fit  perfon  to 
^ropoft^  Urid  negociate.  a  peace ;  and^  like  Hanniha),  he  ia  s 
v€ty  eloquent  man.  But  when  we  come  to  the  other  features 
of  the  cbafa£ler  of  HanhibaU  I  am  afraid  th^  refemUiancd 
between  him  and  the  Chancellor  of  \he  Exchequer  will  faii* 
H?nnihal  was  the  moft  (kilful  and  the  moft  fuccefsful  ccm* 
^uAor  of  a  war  the  world  ev^r  faW^  Is  that  the  chara£icf 
•f  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ?  Hanoibal  had  a  coa- 
fiantly  diffident  Jinatey  that  counteraded  his  meafuves,  tb  wasl^ 
ed  his  fchemes,  denied  hini  what  he  alked^  and  coaftaiatlj 
allowed  him  but  fcanty  fupplies ;  and  yet^  with  all  tbeie  dif**. 
^bulties  and  impediments,  he  performed  greater  deeds  iit  W)ar 
than  any  other  General ,  except  Alexander.  Is  .that  tho 
cafe  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  i  With  adiffid^afc 
fertate;  with  fcanty  fupplies,  Hannibal  contrived  to  luep-iip^ 
in  Itafy^  for  fifteen  years  together,  a  powerful ^coofedcmcy^ 
agaioft:  the  Romans,  although  they  were  mad^.^,  €^  ftaCiw 
jealous  of  each  other,  the  intereft  of  fome  of  whom  it  W9» 
tp  attacTc  Carthage,  yet  he  kept  them  together  in  a  confede* 
raty  againft  Rome  for  fifteen  years*  Is  that  tb^  cafe  of  tbo 
Chancellor  df  the  Exchequer  ?  If,  therefore,  I  am  aa  envi« 
ous  man,  let  me  be  envious  of  the  emoluments  of  the  Chan* 
celW  of  the  Exchequer  ;  do  not  fay  I  am  envious  of-  his 
glory,  for  that  would  be  a  bad  compliment  to  the  <;baraAef 
of  my  underflanding. 

It  has  been  faid  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  we«  umih* 
tentionaliy,  pronounced  a  panegyric  on  the  Chaacellor  of 
the^Exchequer  for  his  financial  (kilt,  by  flating  the  year 
lyt^^  as  a  period  of  our  profperity:  becaufe  it  muft  be.well 
remeinbered  that  our  condition  in  1 7K1.  was  very  low  m  p<HBt 
of  finance.  I  admit  the  gre^.t .  profperity  in  the  year  1792, 
as  CotH^red  with  that,  of  1784.  i  ^o  farther^  I  applaud 
now,  as  I  have  often  applauded,  Ae  Chanccllorof  ,the  Bit- 
chequer's  fyftem  with  regard  to-  the  Sinking  Fund.  But  I 
canhot/tHtrtt  if  a  veiy  wonderful 'thing  that  this  coub^^ 
fliouW-flourifh  in  its  finance^  i^  jthc  courfe  pf  eight  yeam^ 
peace«  I  (Hbuld  Certainly  think  otherwife  if  I  agreedr^illlr' 
the  Secretary  of  State^  who  fays,  that  the  prefeot  infir^A. 
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of  our  fei^s  k  owing  to  the  increafe  o^  our  coininerc^. 
But  why  was  1  an  approvef  of  the  condiifk  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  in  1791  in  preference  to  tlmt  of 
1784?  Whyt  let  him  aflc  his  rrght  honourabfe  friend 
(Mr.  Windham)  who  fits  near  him.*  The  fyftem  that 
was  adopted  in  1784  was  entirely  repugnant  to  the  priocU 
ples  of  our  Conftitution.  '  Whether  the  calamities  ^at  hav^ 
fince  befallen  this  ccJimtiy  arc  the  etUSt  of  the  fyltem  adopt-, 
ed  in  1784,  fome  pcrfons  maythiftk  an  important  enquiry. 
I  think  otherM'ife  ;  for  by  that  fyfliem  the  power  of  ^hc 
crown  was  prodigiotifly  incrcafcd,  and  much  of  that  power, 
which  till*  then  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  was. 
made  to  depend  upon  the  caprice  of  that  tribe  of  perfons 
who  are  coiiftantly  about  a  court,  have  none  but  court  views,, 
and  may  very  properly  be  denominated  a  court  fadlion,  I 
now  complain  not  of  the  |;uilt  of  this,  but  of  the  calamity. 
Ha^  that  fyftcm,  or«has  it  not,  produced  that  calamity  f- 
•»  But  here  we  come  to  a  diftindion :  in  confidering  'this 
war  we  muft  conlidef  feparately  what  we  ourfclves  have 
done,  and  vvhat  our  allies  have  done.  Our  allies  have  de- 
iefted  us  ;  -we  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofc  they  would."  Are  we 
toconfider  tke  charader  of  a  ftatefman  as  not  including  iv^, 
itfome  faculty  of  gueffing  at  the  views  and  intcrcfts,  and- 
confef^uently  the  probable  conduct  of  thofe  with  whom  he 
is  to  enter  into  alliance  ?  The  Gbancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer 
may  fcy,  "I  Engaged  with  the  King  of  Pruffia;  I  thought 
hf  would  have  been  faithful,  but  he  was  fahhlefs."  Was 
he  n^t  warned  of  this?  When  he  interfered  in  the  affairs 
of  Holland,  he  was  defircd  to  look  at  the  date  of  Flanders  ; 
he  defpiCed  our  counfel :  the  rcfult  is  before  our  eyes.  "  But 
this  was  a  mere  miftake."  Yes,  it  was  certainly  a  mlftakc; 
but  it  was  a  ihiftakc  of  which  he  was  forewarned.  How 
ftands  the  <^k  now  with  regard  to  Auftria  ?  1  heard  laft 
night  for  the  firff  time,  in  this  Houfe  (and  I  was  aImo(l  con* 
founded  when  I  heard  it ;  I  had  aimed  thought  I  had  got 
into  fome  other  Houfe^,  Auftria  was  called  our  "  perfidious 
ally"  by  one  of  the  friends  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer! This  naturally  brings  to  my  recollcflion  the  manner 
in  which  the  Minifter  has  often  fpoken  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftiiu.. 

To  take  the  debate  on  the  ^uftrian  loan,  for  infbnce,  as 
a  fample  of  the  reft:  I  confidered  the  Auftrian  loan  like  a 
fubfidf  to  A^ftr^a.  1  took  the  liberty  of  faying  that  we  (hould 
never  have  our  money  back  ;  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer feU  into  a  rage  at  this;  "What,"  faidhe,  «^  treat  1^ 

'^^  lotos 
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loan  like  ^fuhfidy  ! — a  loan  to  a  prince  who  is  as  pundual  in 
pecuniary  payments,  as  renowned  for  military  glory !— our 
faithful.ally !— It  was  bafe  to  defert  him!"  How  (lands  the, 
fa£l  ?  No  fe-payment  was  ever  made  upon  this  loan  to  his 
Imperial  Majefty  ;  apd  in  a  few  weeks  the  people  df  ihii 
country  muft  pay  out  of  their  own  pockets  the  intcreft  of  this 
money,  which  was  advanced,  to  the  Emperor  becaufe  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  pleafed  to  have  a  good  opi- 
ftion.of  the  credit  of  the  Bank  pf  Vieni)^,  "  But  human  na« 
tare  is  Usable  to  .miftak,e/*  So  i^  i^;  ,but  are  thofeVho 
miftake  aIn[ioft  every  thing,  fit  pejifons  to  polTefs  public  con- 
fidence I  •*  But  do  not  look  at  the  campaign  with  Aoftria,  ; 
behold  the  brilliancy  of  our  na.yal  vidtories!  Has  our  navy 
not  afled  as  it  (hould  dor"  Certainly  it  has  ;  and  but  for 
its  exertions  we  (hould  not  now  be  debating  in  this  Houfe. 
But  as  an  honourable  friend  of  mine  has  obferved  already, 
what  are  we  to  think  of  that  cau.fe  which  even  fuch  exer- 
tions canno^  ferve  ?  Monte(iquleu,  who  had  a  happy  method- 
of  expreding  his  opinio^,  faid,  that  <^  he  conceived  God 
Almighty  created  the  Turks  and  the  Spaniards  for  no  otber 
purpofe  than  to  (hew  mankind  what  a  great  empire  is,  \i^heA 
inhabited  by  (laves."  What  would  Montefquieu  fay,  if  he 
lived  among  us  ?  He  would  fay,  **  That  country  muft  be  in 
a  deplorable  ftate,  when  it  is  governed  by  a  Minifter  who 
cannot  advance  his  caufe  one  ftep  by  the  brilliant  adions  of  a. 
Howe,  a  Duncan,  a  St.  Vincent!  The  man  who  cannot 
accompltih  his  obje£l  by  fuch  exploits,  muft  have  fomething 
in  view  that  is  not  attainable  by  any  human  power." 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  (aid  fomething  of  an  huflVring 
expedition  in  America,  by  way  of  deriilon,  1  prefumf.  Have 
we  had  much  profitable  huITaring  in  this  war }  I  know  the  £n« 
gli(h  have  often  adied  with  glory  ;  and  I  hope  they  will  conti- 
xwe  to  do  fo .  but  in  compliment  to  the  army  ihat  Irefpe&,I  had 
rather  be  filent  than  fay  any  thing  of  the  Engli(h  campaigns  in 
Flanders-  But  it  was  ftated  that  wc  participated  in  tlic  glory 
of  our  allies  when  they  were  faccelsful  on  the  Continent ;  that 
to  our  fupplies  of  counfel  and  of  gold,  were  chiefly  to  be.afcrib- 
cd  the  triumphs  they  had  atchieved.  Of  this  participation  in 
the  fuccefs  of  our  allies  the  Right  honourable  Gentleman  boad- 
•d  in  a  memorable  quotation : 

Qnod  Thcb»  cecidcrc,  mcum  eft :  inc  crrdite  Lt  <b^n,  '  ' 

Me  Tcnedon,  Chi'yfenque,  cf  Cylian  ApoHinis  urbci, 
Et  Syron  cepifll- :  mea  concuff*  putate 
ProcubuiOcrolo  LyrnelTia  mxoia  dextra. 

^      ; "  The 
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:  *•  The  people  of  England  had  a  merit  in  this,"  he  faid,  from 
the  loan  they  gave ;  there  ivas  not  a  p^afant  in  this  country  v/h^ 
did  not  participate  in  the  joy  for  the  vi&ories  of  the  Auftrian 
armsybecaufe  there  was  not  a  peafantki  thiS' country  whofe  la- 
bours did  not  contribute  to  produce  the  loan  by  which  the  Auf- 
•trian  arms  were  fupplied. — Sometliing  tof  this:  kind  was  faid  of 
the  Pruffian  arms  at  one  time— -That  fcene  istiow  {h'rfted — now, 
/?vea.Au{lria  is  called  a  perfidious  ally.  WhatconcluGon  da 
I  dr^Mf  from  this  ?  Why,  that  a  man  who  is  compelled  to 
change  and  to  fliift  ftom  point  to  point/as  the  Minifter  has  done 
in*  the  courfc  of  this  war,  either  has  no  definite  objcd.in  view, 
pr  that  if  he  has,  he  nevx^r  will  arrive  at  it.  How  arc  the  mea* 
fures  of  the  Minifter  defended  ?  Can  you  fay  any  thing  for  the 
^inifter?  ^*  No;  but  others  would  be  worfc."  Why,  truly 
that  appears  a  little  extravagant  I  think — >*'  But  would  you  not 
defend  this  meafure  rather  than  invite  Buonaparte  to  eomehere? 
Which  do  you  think  the  worfe  of  the  two,  this  Bill,  or  the 
rcquiCtion  of  Buonaparte  ?"— Why,  truly  I  muft  cof>fefs  ri\ii 
is  an  ingenious  way  of  arguing  ;  a  curious  queftion  to  afkof  an 
Jlngli(hman  ;  of  the  two,  certainly  a  requifition  from  our  own 
governors  is  better  than  thatt^f  a  foreign  enemy,  but  what  fort 
pf  defence  do  you  call  that  ?  What  is  this  Bill  ?  A  requifition; 
foundrd  upon  what— -ju (lice,  or  injuftice?  Upon  injuftice. 
What  is  a  requifition  founded  upon  injuftice  ?  A  robbery— - 
There  is  no  criterion  by  which  this  plunder  «ipon  the  people4» 
po  be  made.  Some  have  called  it  a  tax  upon  expenditure,  and 
fome  a  tax  upon  income  ;  it  is  neither  the  one  nor  the  other. 
Indeed  I  have  never. heard  any  one  of  its  advocates  explain  fa- 
tisfadiorily  what  it  is.-  Quite  (ure  I  am,  that  it  is  very  difl&culjt, 
if  not  imppffiblc,  to  lay  a  tax  upjn  income,  withoat  great  in- 
jufticej  and  in  this  cafe,  that  injufticc  is  of  the  moft  horrible 
kind.  I'he  cafe  put  by  an  honourable  Friend  of  mine,  is  a  very 
fit  one,  to  (hew  the  inequality  of  the  meafure.  Suppofe  one 
pcrfon  has  iQOol.  in  the  Short  annuities,  another  loool.  in. the 
Long  Annuities  ;  the  income  will  be  the  fame  to  bpth,  but 
the  property  is  very  unequal,  confequently  the  ability  to  pajr 
IS  much  greater  in  the  one  than  in  the  other  ;  fo  much  as  fix 
to  one,  or  thereabouts,  and  yet  if  this  is  to  be  regulated  by 
income,  the  charge  will  be  eXa£lly  the  fame  on  both  In- 
come is  a  thing  which  cannot  in  its'nature  be  afcertained, 
and  confequently  this  meafure  mud  be  dcfc6live  in  that  patr 
ticular,  as  well  as  in  every  other  view  in  which  it  can  be  conr 
|idered.  Gentlemen  have  faid  that  "  we  ought  to  give  up.  a 
"part  of  our  property,  to  preferve  the  remainder."  The  juft- 
^ck  of  thiat  propofition  I  never  attempted  to  deny,  when 

taken 
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taken  in  its  fair  feafe  ;  that  is  to  Uy,  Vrhen  by  giving  i  part 
|he  remainder  b  fecured ;  but  when  A  part  b  given  to  a  ibea^ 
iure  that  has  in  its  very  eflcsee  a  tendency  ta  render  tbe  re^ 
inainder  iofecure,  there  is  an  end  of  the  juilnefs  of  the  pro. 

B^fitton.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  meauire  now  before  the 
oufe.  By  atfenting  to  this  bill  you  wiU  lay  down  a  princt* 
pie  that  the  Minifter  may  fei^c  what  part  and  what  propor*^ 
tion  he  pleafes  of  the  property  of  the  people  of  this  country) 
«rpon  the  fame  pretext  as  he  is  pleafed  to  make  ufe  of  aow^ 
luuhelyy  that  it  is  done  for  the  ptiUic  good. 

I  never,  until  lad  night,  Jheard  any  thing  Hke  a  fpecifk 
pfppofition  for  taxing  property  in  the  funds.  I  have  M 
doubt  of  the  purity  of  .the  motives  of  the  learned  Gentlemaa 
(Mr.  Simeon)  who  made  that  propofltion ;  but  I  cannot  help 
expreffing  a  hope  that  no  dired  tax  of  that  kind  will  ever 
lake  place  in  this  country.  There  is  one  way  in  which  the 
liinds  may  be  mad^to  feel  the  effeds  of  taxation,  and  that 
is  a  fair  way,  for  it  is  indire£i  in  its  eiFed.  Such,  indeed, 
is  always  the  cafe  when  any  addition  is  made  to  our  funded 
debt ;  that  addition  muft,  in  the  nature  of  things,  have  (bme 
cfied  upon  the  value  of  that  which  was  funded  before.  This 
cffed,  however,  touches  nothing  but  the  marketable  prici 
of  the  capital ;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  dividends. 
That  fort  of  efFe£l  it  is  juft  it  ihould  have;  becaufe  Govern«> 
ment  faith  is  only  pledged  for  the  punSual  payment  of  the 
intereft  of  your  funded  debt ;  the  capital  each  individual  muft 
make  what  he  can  of  in  the  market. 

This  bill  is  an  unjiift  meafure  from  the  beginning  to  th6 
end,  but  that  which  is  the  moft  glaring  injuftice  is  the  claufe 
which  gives  to  the  bill  a  retrofpeftive  effefl.  That  makes  it 
what  no  bill  ever  fhould  be,  viz.  an  ex  po/i  faSlo  U^*  Bv 
this  yon  tax  a  man  next  year,  becaufe  he  kept  a  carriagie  laft 
year.  From  the  circumftance  of  a  man  having  kept  a  car- 
riage laft  year,  you  prefume  he  will  have  a  certain  income 
the  next,  and  therefore  you  tax  him  at  a  certain  rate;  nothing 
Can  be  more  inconclufive,  nor  more  unjuft  than  this,  Sonr^e 
gentlemen,  indeed,  admit  that  this  bill  is  unjnft,  which  they 
aiied:  to  lament,  but  they  fay  that  money  muft  be  had,  and 
a  great  deal  muft  he  raifed  wiihin  the  year,  and  therefore 
they^wiil  vote  for  this  bill  for  want  of  knowing  how  to  6fid 
out  a  better  meafufe  for  the  public  fervice.  The  membcf 
for  Lincoln  has  faid,  tHat  although  there  is  a  great  ine^ua^ 
lity  in  this  bill,  and  confequenily  much  injuftice,  yet  tie 
muft  vote  for  it,  fmce  he  knew  of  no  better  plan.     When-m 

ihealim 
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meafure  is  propofed  to  be  agreed  upon  by  this  Houfe,  to  take 
from  the  people  that  which  mud  in  many  cajfes  be  taken  un- 
juftly,  if  taken  at  all»  what  (houM  that  be  called  but  a  rob« 
bery,  for  it  certainly  is  fo?  This  bill  is  unjuft  in  many 
cafes  :  it  is  acknowledged  to  be  fo^  Are  your  public  aifairs 
in  that  ftate  in  which  it  is  indifpenfably  necelfary  tha^  your 
legiflature  (hpuld  enad  injuftice  ?  Why»  Sir,  this  bill  is  fo 
monflrous,  and  the  objefUons  to.it  are  fo  many,  that  the  dif- 
ficulty is.  where  to  begin  with  them,  or  how  to  comprefs- 
them  into  fomethipg  like  a  tolerable  compafs.  I  met  a  gen-< 
tleman  to-day,  wbofe  cafe  is  only  one  out  of  a  thoufand 
others  that  are  at  hand,  perhaps  fome  of  them  harder,  or 
will  be  fo  under  this  bill.  That  gentleman  has,  for  fome 
time,  kept.a  four-wheeled  lirjle  carriage,  drawn  by  a  fmgle 
horfe :  he  a(ked  me  at  what  time  it  was  neceflary'  for  him  to 
prove  he  had  difcontinued  the  ufe  of  it,  in  order  to  be  ex- 
empted from  the  duties  of  this  bill  upon  that  fii^le  article  i 
I  told  him  I  underftood  the  day  to  be  the  lothof  Odoberlaft. 
He  faid  he  had  laid  it  down  before  that.time,  and  wifhed  to 
have  fold  it,  but  could  not  meet  with,  a  purchafen  I  believe 
there  are  many  members  in  this  Houfe  to  whom  that  is  no 
wonder.  The  gentleman  then  told  me,  that  one  day,  after 
the  loth  of  0£tt)ber,  having  occafion  to  go  as  far  as  Fulham^ 
and  it  being  a  rainy  day,  he  took  his  little  carriage,  there 
being  a  head  or  cover  to  it,  and  went  in  it,  in  preference  to 
riding  on  horfeback,  and  to  fave  the  expence  of  a  hackney 
coach.  Thus  by  this  one  journey  to  Fulham  in  a  rainy  day^ 
he  has  ufed  this  famous  four-wheel-carriage,  and  muft  there- 
fore pay  for  that  ride  32I.  a- year  for  an  indefinite  period.  I 
fay  an  indefinite  period,  for  there  is  no  time  for  the  opera- 
tion of  this  bill.,  it  mud  be  continued  until  a  certain  fum  of 
money  be  raifed  by  it.  Now  I  aik,  is  this  any  thing  like 
jufticc  ?  I  wifh.to  know  whether  there  was  any  thing  adopt- 
ed in  France,  that  in  point  of  principle  is  worfe  than  this  ? 
The  extent  of  the  injuftice  is  another  thing  ;  the  principle  is 
the  fame  whether  the  injury  be  large  or  fmall :  by  the  bye, 
this  injufy  is  not  very  contemptible  in  fize.  The  ndxt  point 
that  prefents  itfclf  to  my  mind,  thus  curforily  running  ov«r 
the  bill,  (for  I  do  not  profefs  to  be  minute,  that  would  be 
•ndlefs :)  the  next  point  I  fay  is  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  who  is 
entitled  to  t  fmall  fortune  upon  the  death  of  his  parent.  It 
is  a  cafe  of  a  mod  abominable  oppreflion,  a  hard(hip  never 
heard  of  in  this  country  until  this  bill  made  its  appearance. 
Let  us  fiippofe  the  cafe  of  a  fon  whofe  fathei"  had  lived  in  a 
Vol.  r.i;98.  4F  profufe 
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prbftife  way  the  year  befbtfe  his  death>  aM  whofeixpen^tun 
was  much  beyond  the  {A'oportion  of  his  income.  The  fort 
ntuti  pay  for  it,  for  the  fcale  of  aireiTment  is  not  to  be  fonxied 
by  what  the  edate  of  ihb  fon  can  afford,  but  by  what  tite 
extravagance  of  the  father  has  fquandercd.  ThiB  a  nnafi  is 
oiade  iopay,  not  according  to  his  ability,,  but. according  to 
his  naisfoituae  \  not  that  misfortune  wfakh  is  brought  on  bf 
his  ow-n  fault  either,  but  that  misforlupe  which,  is  brought- 
tspoix  bicn  by  the-  fault  of  another.  Does  this  apply  to  the 
Tick  htiti  No,  he  is  proteded  by  the  provifions  of  the  bill ; 
but  it  is  thus  the  poor  otie  is  expofed  to  the  moft  inhum^rr 
cruelty.  In  reply  to  this  it  is  faid  that  the  relief  aflR>rd- 
ed  under  the  declaration  of  property,  is  an  anfwer  to  all  thefe 
object  ions.  Are  you  aware  of  aU  the  diiScfbktes  that  will 
attend  the  declaration  of  income  ?  I  own  that  fpeaktng  in 
the  abftra&r  I  do  not  fee  why  gentlemen  of  fortune  (bouhf 
Have  any  difficulty  in  declaring  what,  their  incomes  are  ;  biK 
I  know  they  have  that  difficulty ;  they  do  poffcfs  that  nicety* 
I  know,  that  many  gentlemen  in  the  country,  who  in  the 
early  paxt  of  their  lives,  in  confequence  of  fome  diflipations 
H^d  impcovidently  granted  annuities,  which  they  woiil((  profit 
highly  by  paying  off,  even  although  they  mortgaged  their 
cftates  for  that  purpofe,  but  who  tyeverthelefs  coniinue  to 
^pay  fuch  annuities  rather  than  mortga^  their  eftaites,  becavfe 
that  has  a  tendency  todifctefe  their  real  income.  I  am  not 
d^&EUling  that  practice  ;  I  am  not  faying  it  Is  a  wife  €}ne» 
I  rather  think  it  is  a  weaknpfs,  or  perhaps  a  fillinefs ;  but  I 
am  ftating  it  as  a  fa6l,  to  fhew  the  difinclination  men  have 
to  difdoCe  their  circumdances  :  and  is  it  not  cruel  to  attack 
their  delicacy,  or,  if  gentlemen  like  it  better,  their  preju- 
dlcesj  in  the  way  propofed  by  this  bill,  and  then  to  call  fiich 
a  mcafure  relief?  .Again,  let  us  fuppofe  two  gentlemen, 
next  duor  neighbours,  each  of  the  income  of  one  thoufand  a 
year,  the  one  of  them  living  in  his  own  houie,  the  other 
giving  2ool.  a  year  rent  for  the  one  he  pccupies ;  fuppofe^he 
twq  houfes  to  be  equally  aiTefled,  thefe  two  perfons  will  pary 
exaftly  the  fame  fum  by  this  bill,  although,  in  point  <^  fad, 
thdincome  of  the  one  is  a  complete  thoufand  a  year,  and 
the  other  only  eight  hundred,  for  this  bill  does  nqt  allow  the 
rent  to  be  deduced  out  of  the  income.  Do  you  call  fhar* 
juftice?  I  will  put  another  cafe:  it  is  my  own,  andia-aqr* 
favour  by  this  bill,  but  unjuftly  in  xny  favour.  I  r<W€4>' 
houfe  in  London  for  a  while;  I  afterwards  bcMightitk-  *t 
borrowed  the  money  to  pay  for  it,  for  which  money  i  tKt0H 
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;pay  the  yearly  imereft  of  lool    that  looL  a  year  uiiich  I  pay 

as  interefl  for -borrowed  money,  may  be  «3eduScd  out  of  my 

incoiiic,  tinder  the  prpyifion  of  ihi§  bill,  whereas  bad  1  con«- 

tinued  to  pay  the  fame  fum  in  rent,  and  not  feu^chafed  the 

houfe,  I  fliould  not  hate  been  entitltd  H>  mi^ke  the  dec^ue^ 

tion*    Dbyou  fee  any  juftice  in  rj^at  cafSr    The  truth  of 

thfc  matter  hf  that  this  bill  is  filled  with  moft  monArous  inV 

0qt«alities,  aad  the  moft  grofs  in}u(\ice  in  every  Inranch  of  it. 

It  reminds  me  of  whatisftated  by  DoSor  A.dam  Smhhi' 

in  his  ceiehnited  book  on  the  Weiiith  of  Nations  t  That 

author  compUirts  of 'the  inequality  with  which  fmall  ta.xes 

fall  OB  different  clafles  of  the  communrty.    Whaf.wobld  Uk 

fay  if  he  wete  living,  and  ftpukt  look  at  ^he  in^dalities  of 

this  hlH  ?    But  the  tnrth  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  authors  of 

this  meaAij^  have  already  (hewn  a  confempt  fdr  tWe  Kberty  of 

the  fubjeift,  and  tfiey  v^ry  Goftftftenf ly  foHow  tip  tHci:r  'plan 

with  a  ddftterttpt  for  ^heir  property.     But  it  feems'  **  th^ 

ftate  re<]Uire9  great  fupplies  :*    I  grant  it.     Rjt  \6i  me  aflt  il 

the  neceiGiy  is  fijchaa  to  require  great  injufticc?'    By  this 

bill  there  will  be  cafes  in  which  one  man  will  pafy  rri^le  the 

fum  which  another  pays,  and  yet  both  their  incomes  witl  bd 

the  fame.     In  defending  this  bi)l  you  are  forced  to  go  to 

Frarfee  fo'r  argument.     Yoii  fay,  **  I  Waftt  money  ; '^oney; 

J  muft  have,  I   care  hot  how  "     This  bill  will  fall  witt( 

great  weight  upon  rhe  poor;  and  will  faU  u-nequally  even 

upon  them.     It  wlH  fall  with  tremendous  Weight  upofi  rh^ 

middte  daft,  but  It  will  fall  unequally  upon  the  middle 

clafs,  (bme  of  which  it  muft  inevitably  ci?ufh.     It  will  falf 

with  confiderable  weight  upon  the  rich  ;  fo  that  there  is  not^ 

one  cJafs  in  the  whole  fociety  upon  which  this  bill  will  fall' 

with  juftice.     It  hais  but*  one  fpecies  of  equality,  and'  upon* 

that  perh^lpsyou  may  defend  it,  the  equality  of  its  injuftice, 

for  to  all  it  is  certainly  unjuft^ 

Some  Gentlemen  in  tiiis  Hoiife  have  afFv.'(5!le(l  a  great  deal  of* 
cdnrcmpt  for  the  opinion  of  fhopkeepers,  as  to  thcetfedl  which 
this  bill  will  h.lvc  upon  Gentlemen.  *'  What  can  a  fliop- 
jceeper  know  of  a  gentleman  ?''  Why  yes,  he  can,  and  muft 
kno^  si  good  deal  of  many  gentlemen,  before  he  c  n  bs  ^fltic- 
cefifu}  lhopkeei)er.  I  aflc  every  Gentleman  In  this  Houfe, 
whether,  at  a  parficulaf  feafoh  of  "the  year,  he  does  not  allot  a 
certain  part  of  his  inconpre  for  the  payment  of  his  tradefinen  ?". 
When  this'bill  ccities  tt>  be  carried  into  effc<S,  may  not  many 
Gentlemen  fay  to  a  tradefman,  and  fay  truly,  nay,  muft  not 
oikny  fay>.^*  l.havebccn  cbmpelted  togive  avtay  my  money 

4  F  2  >  to 
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to  p4y  tbe  ^w  afibflment,  you  mod  watt  until  I  have  aaodier 
opportunity  of  paying  you/*  Perhaps  fom*  Gentlemen  may 
fay  as  a  iearncd  Gentleman  has  deoontly  (aid^  inhattng  die 
language  of  Harry  the  Vlilth,  upon  a  well  known  occaiion, 
*'  You  are  brutes,  and  dq  not  know  thefe  things.'*  Tradefmcn 
are  no  fuch  brutes  as  not  to  know^  that  if  a  Gentleman  lias 
no  money  he  cannot  pay  his  bills.  They  know  it  already* 
many  Gentlemen  have  given  them  pretty  clear  infbrmatioit 
upon  that  fpbjed.  But  we  may  be  told,  that  if  a  Oendetnaa 
does  not  pay  histradefmen  the  law  is  «ipen ;,  that  the  bw  is 
equal  to  all :  true,  the  law  is  equal  to  all ;  but  that  law  caomet 
he  cnfonoed^without  cxpence,  apd.  is  it  equally  conveniei^  to 
'all  to  defray  the  expenoe,  which  is  a  prduTiinary  to  theen- 
ibrcement  c^  that  law  ;  But  it  feems  '*  we  who  opipofe  dib  bilt 
iiave  ihifted  oor  ground ;  at  one  time  we  compbined  that  this 
bill  would  ^St&^  in  a  dire&  manner,  all  perfons  in  tnde,  hot 
fince  the  modifications  of  the  bill,  that  argument  b  done 
away-"  .To  which  I  anfwer,  Look  at  the  Refolulions of  the 
^ffcT^nt  meetings  that  have  been  held  all  over  the  MetiopoKs. 
They  aU  ftate  that  no  modifications  can  render  this  bilt  fteo 
4rom  objeAion»  by  which  they  clearly  (hew  that  they  objeft  Id 
lh<  principle  of  the  bill. 

Some  Gentlemen  have  had  the  firmnefs  to  fay,  ^^'  that  Ais 
bill  b  now  a  popular  bill"  But  the  noble  Lord  (Lord 
^aw.ke(buryl  )aft  night  very  fairly  excepted  theMetropoiis«  hj 
whidl^  he  meant  certainly  the  whole  town  and  the  out-pariihcs» 
I  will,  for  a  moment,  be  extravagant  enough  to  fuppofe,  mere* 
}y  for  the.fake  of  the  argument^  that  this  bill  is  not  diiltked  ia 
any  other  fiart  of  the  kingdom ;  the  inhabitants  of  the  Metro- 
poUs  will  pay  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  whole.  1%  it  liot  a  dread- 
ful thine  tliat  they  who  have  to  a  man  protefted  againft  it, 
,  fnanv  of  whom  have  fcJemnly  declared  it  will  be  their  min, 
.  ibouid  be  comtpanded  to  comply  with  fuch  a  meafure  ?  What 
is  the  language  of  a  Money  Bill  ?  We  give  voluntarily  :  Who 
gives  voluntarily ;  all  the  people  of  the  Metropolis?  No!  do 
they  not  ibte  it  will  ruin  them  ?  Will  this  bill  keep  tbdr  a& 
fcdtion  towards  Government?  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  ihjttdiey 
will  waitt  to  be  addf  efled  by  a  few  words  which,  were  deKvered 
lad  night  by  an  honourable  Baronet  (Sir  Francis  Burdet},  to 
make  them  qpmpare  this  to .  meafures  which  the  French  Iwc 
sidopied  ?  ,  They  are  driven  to  make  thefc  compariibns  by*^'^ 
Hpufc :  and  that  is  what  1  believe  the  honourable  Bm^om^ 

ncaiit  by  what  he  faid.    Every  one  will  not  judge  fre^Ift  JN^ 
bope  mod  will.     Is  it  not  a  lamentablq  thing  ibat  this  Hoofg^ 
^o^ld  pafs  a  bill  againft  vybich  the  whole  Metropolis  prolgflSb 
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I         And  from  whi<fh  nearly^  one  fourth  of  tht  wholtf 'itfijtaft  w  to  bs 

I  collefbed?    Then  comes  again  the  common  pliltt'  amfwcr* 

I  ♦'  Yoo  encourage  the^nemy  by  your  obfcrvatibttsi^'    T*h»  it 

I  the  old  flate  argument  conftantly  made  ufe*of  agamft^me  dur- 

i  ing  the  American  War.    **  Y6U  arc  a  friend  to  a^French  ih- 

,  valion,"    Sn",  I  hate  feme  experlcrice  in  ditfe  falfe  aVccfatlons 

I  of  **«ncouraging  the  enenvy,"  and  faon*  h  is th«  ftihfon  now 

,  to  fay  to  any  maar  who  does  not  join  in  revcrfettiie'Wihfe  Mi- 

,  niftcr,  **  youarfc the  fri«idof  the iPrcnch,'*  ♦^  tlVttefrrt-a  htfrt- 

,         ber  of  difaffiaSted  pfeo^c  rrttfais  country  who Vrilh'  td  fee  tMi^ 

,         thrown  into  oonfnfion /'  Whether  the  Direftc^  o^  Friirtetl  ♦*- 

[        -  licvc  this  or  not*  I  neither  know  nor  care.  I  know  whehe  th^y 

,  .       have  learnt  it.    Tliey  have  learnt  it  from  the  fate  bo6ks  of  Mr. 

Burke,  and  the  fjpeeches  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 

and '  thofe  officious' cliaritable  friends  of  his^  "^^Aib  coniobhd  ni. 

one  common  m^fs  of  guilty  friendfliip  for  t3ie  French,  aH  thoie 

-who  oppofe  the  Minifter.     This  idea  Mr.  Burke  .tneufcottid 

firongly  in  his  late  pamphlets,     He  dates,  **  that  all  Reformers 

'  *"  in  this  country  are  men  of  French  principles.**    Th6  Charir 

cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  all  his  aflSftants,  aid  an^  abet  the 

publicaiion  of  that  flander,  and  if  the  Dire<5iory  are  foolish 

cjiough  to  believe  it,  all  I  can  fay  is,  I  know  to  whom  they 

owe  the  favour. 

Does  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tliink  that  this  tax 
can  be  levied  i  When  does  he  think  the  operation  of  it  is  to 
oeafc  ?  There  is  no  ftated  period  for  its  continuance,  it  is  tp 
be  in  f(H'ce  until  it  (hall  have  produced  feven  millions^  in  the 
4rft  infiance,  and  eight  millions  in  the  fecond;  the  whole  Turn 
to  be  raifed  being  fifteen  millions.  Why  then  tiie  bill,  al- 
tlK)u^  called  a  temporary  meafure,  is  not  tb  be  for  one,  two, 
or  three  years,  but  is  to  continue  till  it  (hall  have  produced  fif- 
teen millions.  Upon  my  honour,  Sir,  it  is  quite  ixDpoflible  to 
preferve  patience ;  here  agahi  I  am  called  upon  to  pay  too 
ipuch  in  proportion,  as*  my  neighbour  (hall  happen  to  pay  too 
Ihtle.  If  I  pay  my  fliare  for  two  years,  and  my  neighbour  docs 
not  p^y  few  one,  I  muft  pay  again,  fo  tliat  I  pay  for  thrce'years 
inftead  of  two ;  that  will  be  the  general  tflfeil  of  if/  Tou  (vho 
can  pay  mufb  continue  to  pay.  After  you  have 'paid  for'yotir- 
fclf,  you  mpft  then  pay  for  your  neighbour/  rf  through  inabi* 
lUy  or  difliono^y  he  has  not  paiti  fof  hrmfcFf ;  fo  Aia't  you  may 
gaon,  year  after  year.  Tor  four^*fivei  or  fix,*  or'more  years, 
paying  motley  for  others  as  <vell  as  y6ur(clf.  "  But  this  Is  the 
exigency  of  the  time."  ^  Why,^cs,  Sir,  it  is  that  fort  of  exi- 
gency or  vengeance  wi^iA  puts-  to- flight  all  notions  of  jaftice, 
pf  equity,  of  hofttt,  orlpneftf;  iiftlYor-what?  Forthefup- 

port 
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fOTtioftiii^  war;  Whal  is  the  nature  o£  thb  w^ar?  What 
k^;<|hj«4^  of -itr  I  can  oonccire  that  Ha imibai  might 
kav^Aid  to.  the  Carthaginbasi  '<  Grant  mt  but  fucii  and 
{iKh^  Suppi\e$f  2nd  I  will  .put  an  end  to  th«  way.  I  wil) 
tafcei  tiie  citiy  of  .Kocn6,  and  I  ^M  bring  yon  p«9C«*"  Bat 
is  any  tiling  ;of  ihat-  kisd  <the  ^aife  here  ?  We  are  told  that 
tha  >»^:4ryrar  neit  only.  defenGvc  in 'principlei  but  alfo  m 
operaHons;  V/ill  you  exped»  that  Lord  Hawkeft^ury  (hould 
gata  Paria*a5  H2tnnib;il  did  to  Rome?  B«t:to  be  ferioii^w 
Dq,  yow  e3«peft  that  your  aarmica;  or  even  irour  fl«>et,  cai^ 
hrjng  yem  atfairata  a  ctifis  wMch'  may  terminate  tlie  goq* 
teft  ^  The  right  honourable  Secretary  of  State  fays,  *<  that  if 
the  FiFenchtihould  invade  U6,  the  ftruggle'  wotM  be  a  very^ 
Aorf  ai|&^"  I  hope  that  if  that  event  ih<Hild  itaf>pen9  the 
ftruggle  W0»l«i  ^  a  (hortone;  but  I  hope  alfo  the  enemy 
will  not  ^otne.  The  threat  that  they  vhW  come,  however, 
hriags  to  my  Kiind  what  warf  faid  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  four  yeara^ago^  I  remember  how,  in  a  hcami-' 
fnl  difplay  of  eloquence,  he  faid,  <•  the  French  were  not  on? 
the  brinks  hut  m  the  gulph  of  bankFU(>tcy.''  They  now  fty-* 
we  are  in  that  fituation.  I  hope  they  are  as  much  miftak^n' 
with  regard  to  our  refourceS)  as  the  ChanccHor  of  the  Ex*' 
chequer  has  proved  himfelf  to  be  with  regard  to  theirs, 

I  fay  I  hope  for  peace,  an'l  I  fay  there  is  no 'rational  hope 
for  peace  without  a  removal  of  Minifters.     They  fay  they  • 
have  dot>e  ail  they  can   to  obtain  peace,  and  they  refer  to 
the  opinion  which  this  Hoiife  cxpreffed  upon  the  fubjeQ 
of  the  laft  negotiation.     Not  having  attended  when  that  ne- 
gotiation was  difcufltd,  I  will  grant  that  in  their  laft  nego- 
tiation they  were  fincere.     But  now  they  triutnph  and  fay, 
**  whatever  you  thought  of  the  war  at  firft,  no^  you  fliotild 
join  in  the  profectition  of  it^  for  now  you  have  no  other  re- 
medy.**    Will  the  people  of  this  country^be  fatt^fied  with 
this  declaration  ^   Will  they  not  rather  f^y,  "  we  ihould 
have  Minifters  who  were  not  only  fincerely  deftrous  l/ijffum* 
mcr  to  obtain  peace,  but  who  were  /  hjuays  detirou^  to  obtain 
it  'y  who  arc  mw  defirous  to  obtain  it  ?*'    Will  they  not  fay, 
<'  we  know  that  this  contcft  might  have  been  put  an  etid  to 
three  ytars  ago;  nothing  ftoi>d  in  the  way  of  that  blefling  btit ' 
the  pervfrie  difpofition  of  his  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters?^-' 
Indeed  the  hon.  Gentl^jrfean,  who  (poke  laft,  whatever  r^ftdH' 
may  hjive  change^  his  miad  fince,wa«of  that  opinion  fomef laaj^*^ 
}igo.  Bethought  we  (houUl  propofe  fome  terms  of  peace, 'li^'*-* 
jn^de  a  motion  to  that  cfflA,  in  which  I  had  the  honour 't|r 
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join  «irith  htm.  EHdhenet  «hink  iheA  thM  Mi^riA^s  fiad 
ntglcSM  lh«t#  duty  in  iMt  attempting  to  negOtiA^ef  i  k!M# 
tiat>  noraml  felicitous  to  know,  \^*hftt  h«  tMnks  nbw.     I 

.  am  of  optQiony'  and  fo  J  beHere  are  the  peopile  t>f  tliH  coun<- 
Uy^n  general,  that  Minifterffncglcded  an  opportunity  whkh 
rtiey  fairly  had  to  obtain  peace.  l"his  Houfe  thotfght  Ah^^m 
was  a  fair  Opportunity  for  that  purpofe  vrhen  thte  tioftourAle 
Gentleman*;  motion  was  made.  The  Chancellor  of 'fhe 
Excbeqtier,  perceiving  this,  indtilged  the  Hoiife-by  allowii^ 
it  to  exprefs  a  jvifli  for  peace,  but,  by  rfn  artful  trick,  prfc* 
vailed  upon  the  Hon fc  to  adopt  certain  words  in  their  lifd*- 
hitions,  by  which  it  was  left  to  the  King's  MiHifters  'to 
judge  "  whether  France  was  in  a  fituation  capable  of-Uibih^ 
taining  the  accUftomed- relations  of  peace  and  amity  With 
other  powers  ?"  Will  any  man  fay  he  bdteves  that  VMac€ 
was  not  at  that  very  moment  capable  of  maintaining  peacft 
with  any  other  pdwcr  with  which  it  (honW  conclude  a  treaty? 
i>oes  afiy  man  doubt  that  the  French  were  then  as  capable 

-  of  maintaining  peace  as  any  power  in  this  world  ?  Was  it 
0ot  then  apparent  to  all  Europe  ?  I  am  not  hound  to  ft>rm  a 
comparative  opinion  between  the  power  of  Frai^ce  to  main* 
tainp^aceat  that  time  and  at  this,  but  if  f  was  b()Und,  I 
fliould  fay  that  they  were  more  fo  at  that  period  than  they 
*are  at  this  moihent,  or  were  !aft  furamer,  when  our  Mttii- 
fters  attempted  to  negotiate  with  them  !  thcrcfbre  up6n  thett 
own  principle  Mtniflers  have  negie<5led  an  opporttiriity  tH 
obtain  peace.  Wfiy  then  am  I  ccmipeHed  to  lay  dtJwnmy 
farriage?  Why  am  I  compelled  to  difcharge  tt»y  fervant^sf 
Why  am  I  compelled  to  torn  away  my  labounh-s?  Why  am 
I  to  deprive  my  wife  and  famill"  of  their  comforts?  Why 
a^  the  nianufa^urers  and  artifans  of  Ihis  country  ftarving  ? 
Why-arc  the  middle  clafs  of  fodety  to  be  retiuced  to  poverty  ? 
Becattfe  the  French  attacked  iif  in  r792,  and  fent  away 
Lord  Malmeftmry  in  1797?  No!  but  becanfe  the  King's 
Minifters  did  not  chufe  to  fay  in  1795  that  the  French  wciti 
capable  of  maintstining  peaceiind  amity  with  other  po^K^er^. 
So  that  all  your  happihefs  or  comfort,  and  for  airght  I  fctiow, 
yow  exiftence^  is  made  to  depend  upon  <h^  oplhion  of  the 
King's  Mifiift^s^  -and  that  too-  wheti  fuch  opinion  wa^'ctin- 
trary  to  that  of  all  the  reft  of  Europe.  For  this  ttcwtt^y 
be  ifiefled  and  iftUhft,  arid  rt^bbed  and  pltmdercd,  more  than 
any  natiott,  not:  in  a  Rate  of  rctpluiioii,  ever  wa^  tUpw 
oarth. 

Wc 
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We  awe  aH  agreed  that  great  exicrtions  are  aecefoy,  bot 

diftr  siboist  the  means.     My  opinien  is  meft dear  that  great 

exertioK  matk  now  be  made ;  my  opwion^  is  'a*  dear  that 

fuch  exerffama  canaot  be  made  while  thofe  Miniillma,  who 

have  foabofed  their  power,  coftttnue  to  poAfr  it ;  aod  oo 

jkcconm  of  w4iofe  negligence  arifes  the  v&f  qu^Bon  which 

IS  befbfe  yon.    But  it  feems  wae  fiunild  xtoar  be  fmanimoos ; 

and  GesMietnen  on  the  other  iidefay)  that  **  my  fpeeches  are 

iiotcalcahited  to  produce  unanimity."    The  beft  return  to 

that  is,  **  are  yoitrs  for''    You  wi(h  us  to  come  to  you; 

wa  fay  ytm  (hotild  come  over  to  us."    What !  the  Majority 

come  over  to  the  Minority  ?"  "  Yes,  the  Minority  come  over 

to-  the  Majority."     There  are  many  Gentlemen  in  this 

Houfe  who  have  fat  upon  juries.     I  aft  them,  whether, 

when  a  jury  is  divided  in  opinion,  and  the  cafe  cannot  be 

fettled  without  a  compromise,  whetlier  thofe  who  tfe  of  the 

fevere  opinion  do  not  conftantly  give  way  to  thofe  of  the 

milder  difpoTition  ?  When  the  queftion  therefore  is,  whether 

you  (ball'agree  to  a  meafure  diredly  boftile  to  the  Conftitu-* 

ttop,  that  calls  upon  the  people  to  pay  what  they  hzrc  di« 

ftindly  fold  yon  they  cannot  pay,  I  fay  that  the  Majority 

Ihonid  comf  ovier  to  the  Minority.     You  cannot  expeA  the 

confidence  ff  the  people  upon  your  prefent  fyftem  ;  it  has 

already  led  to  too  many  misifortunes.     I  fay  the  mafs  of  the 

people  of  England^  are  againft  you ;  but  were  it  poifibie  to 

obtain  it,  would  yqu  be  contented  with  the  unanimity  of  the 

people  of  Great  Britain  ?  I  fay  you  (hould  have  the  unani- 

.  niity  and  affeAion  of  the  whole  of  the  Britiih  Empire.  Ixiok. 

at  Ireland.     After  the  fatal  confequences  that  have  enfued 

upon  your  breaking   the   promifes  which   you   authorifed 

Lord  Fitzwilliam  to  make,  do  you  conceive  that  you  vrill 

have  unanimity  there  without  Parliamentary  Reform,  and 

the  emancipation  of  the  Catholics  ?  After  tne  inhuman  dra*- 

gooning  and  horrible  executions,  the  recital  of  which  makes 

the  blood  run  cdd ;  alter  fo  much  military  cruelty,  not  in 

one,  but  in  aimoft  every  part  of  tlie  country,  is  it  poflible  for 

this^Adminiftration  to  procure  unanimity  in  that  country? 

I  will  do  them  the  juiticeto  fay,  they  do  not  tbemfelvea 

exped  it  \  they  truft  thare  to  the  force  of  a  atilitaiy  go» 

vemment.     In  this  war  it   is  faid,   and  truly,   we  Iwn- 

more  acknowWc^ed  fupcriority  than  ever  we  hwA^  even*  mt 

fea ;   and  yet  fuch  is  the  general  difAfiedjan  in  lreliaA«ft 

and  fuch  is  the  caufc  fQr.genecal.diraffs&toain  Ea^UMp, 

that  the  force  for  the  internal  defence  of  hoth,  is  four  i  ^ 
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as  greal  as  wtneo  you  had  all  France^  Spain>  and  HpUaiid 
aggiiifl  jrou  ^  and  wfaaA  ihey  were  powers  indepaadent  .of 
each  otbfMTy  aat^  as  now  tkey  arc>  uadev  ibe  aad  ^of  the 
Fcench  Jk^tdUk.  Now  you  ate  forced  to  hmte  hu^  arr 
mWf  uot  ooly.  againft  foreign  Daiions,  but  >alfo  agaioft 
yoiir  domaftie   encoues,   as   you  call  thamt.  bc^hin  £iir 

fUnd  and  in  Iteland,  but  sBoft  partieulaily  in  IiabmL 
a  thia  country  we  are  .told  there  are  maoy  ditaflEpAad 
perfons^  and  fo  on ;  and  it  was  brought  as.  .a  chovgo 
againft  me»  that  I  faid  1  thought  there  was  no  (dot 
againft  the  Government  of  this  country  proved  to  os.ift«  I . 
thought  in  the  year  1792  that  the  ntunber  of  pcrfooa  wbio 
were  difaiEnfted  to  the  form  of  our  Governmcat  was  not^^ 
laige,  I  thooghty  with  Mr.  Juftioe  £yre»  ^'  that  they  wese 
almoft  without  numbers,  without  money,  and  evoA  without 
xeal ;"  but  I  do  not  think  now,  however,  that  becauie  thene 
is  iiiencey  therefore  there  is  fafety.  *^  But  you  predided 
that  Lord  Fitzwilliam's  zeal  would  produce  mifchief ;  no^ 
thing  foe  a  long  time  after  that  happened  in  Ireland,  and 
therefore  your  predidion  was  wrong ;  Lord  Fitzwilliam's 
xecal  produced  nothing."  Were  not  the  feeds  of  di&ffisAioa 
and  revolt  fow4i  by  that  recall  i  Have  you  not  encouraged 
them  to  flioct  up.?  Have  you  not  nurtured  them  in  their 
growth  ?  Do  you  not  now  fee  the  produce  i  Do  yoo  Aot-  ex-  , 
peA  (con  to  he  called  upon  to  reap  the  harveft  ?  My  4»pinioa 
AS,  that  thofe  who  were  for  a  Republic  in  preference  to  Mo* 
jiarcfay,  or  wlurwiflied  to  reduce  the  Monarchy  .to  a  cypher* 
were  fewat.firfi.  I  believe  they  ase  not  yet  formidable  id 
:number8»  but  that  they  are  increafad  in  luch  a  proportion^ 
that  if  they  were  at  firft  fo  numerous  as  they  were  faad  to  be, 
they  would  now  be  a  dreadful  body^  is  what  I .  cannot  hefi- 
tale  to  fay.  'Are  you  now  proceeding  in  a  way  to  reduce 
their  number  ?  Do  you  exped  td-make  mea  Icwe  the  Mo« 
narchy  of  this  country  by  confuiion,  ^  confifcaticln  and  mili- 
tary cruelty  ?  When  men  nalbn,'6r  think  tbey  reaibn»  upon 
anyfubje^t,  you' muft  treat  even  .llieir  pcejudicos  with  ten^- 
dernefs.  You  are  now  a  divided  and  difoQntomcd*pb0ple« 
What  is  y6ur  remedy )  A  change^  of  (yism.  A  MinUby . 
that  fludl  give  ^ouiAdeBce  to  the  French,  not  that  ooofi- 
denoe  which  they  wiih,  but  tho  oonfidence  which  v^yriih^ 
a  confidence .  tins  ver  have  a  Mini&ry  capaUe*  of  cana- 
mandiog^the  QoamaKaia  affsdions  of  the  people  of  Gr^at 
JBrttain  and  the  people  of  Ireland*  This  can  be,  obtained 
only  by  an  entire  change  of  ijtftemt  bya  corteQioq  of  abufes^ 
..    YOL.l  1798.  4G  by 
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by  a  pariisunentary  reform»  and  aboVe  all,  by  allowing  the 
people  their  j  unbalance  ia  your  political  fcale :  that  is  the 
way  -to  unite  their  afFedioDS^  aadto  make  the  whole  mals  of 
them  as  it  were  one  man,  fixed  and  dercrmined  on  his  objed, 
and  that  objed  his  country's  glory  That  is  the  way  to  dif- 
•pky  the  real  beauties  of  our  conilitution,  the  true  olct'Britiih 
oonftttution. .  Shew  the  people  that  their  conftttution  is  not 
paper  and  packthread  ;  but  that  it  is  capable  of  procuring 
thero  real  ioiid  bleflings:  not  aconftitution  under  which  thofe 
ooly  can  go  on  with  the  war  who  are  hated  and  condemned  by 
the  people  \  not  a  conftitution  nnder  which  the  multhnde  are 
preired  almofl  to  death,  while  others  fmile  and  bear  no  part  of 
the  burthen.  I  fee  here  the  impropriety  of  not  having  an  ex- 
ample from  the  higheft  authority  to  encourage  us  to  bear  our 
burthens.  A  learned  Gentleman  alluded  to  the  cafe  of  the 
people  of  Rose,  when  they  were  opprefled.  They  faid  to 
their  rulers,  "  you  may  beat  us  with  ftripes,  but  you  can- 
liot  take  from  us  that  which  we  have  not."    What  did  the 

Soplc  of  high  rank  in  Rome  do?  They  made'the  greateft 
:riiices  they  could,  to  (hew  the  people  they  were  willing 
to  bear  their  ihare  of  the  burthens ;  they  did  ikh  leave  them- 
felves  any  gold  or  filvcr,  except  for  the  fake  of  di(lindion» 
viz.  a  gold,  fringe  for  the  Patrician  youth,  and  ear-rings  and 
necklaces  for  the  Roman  n^atrons.  I  aik  for  no  fuch  facrificesy 
.1  only  aik  that  thofe  who  have  the  higheft  prerogatives,  pri- 
vileges, and  immunities,  (houkl  not  be  wholly  exempted 
.from  thefe  burthervs,  and  iland  aloof  from  the  fcene  of  aAioo. 
•I  only  aik  that  fome  facrifices  (hould  be  made,  to  what  ex- 
,tent  I  ihould  leave  to  the  good  fenfe  and  honourable  feelings 
.of  others. 

But  it  is  faid  that  this  bill  will  give  no  additional  influence 
to  the  Crown.     I  do  not  mean  to  inflnuate  that  Mintfters  in- 
tend it  ihould,  on  the  contrary  I  acquit  them  of  any  fuch 
•intention  ^  but  that  it  will  have  that  efFedt  is  moft  clear,  and 
•it  is  unavoidable.     It  will  add  more  to  the  influence  of  the 
•Cfown^  than  any  other  m^aCiire  that  has  been  adopted  in  the 
.courfe  of  the  prefent  war.    I  think  1  know  what  I  am  fay- 
ing upon  this  fubjeS,  having  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
^pon  it  in  the  courfe  of  fo  many  repeated  canvafles  for  the 
-fufFrages  of  tlie  eledlors  of  the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftmin- 
.  fier.  If  the  cafe  (hould  be,  as  I  am  afraid  it  will,  that  when 
the  contribution  is  due,  hardly  any  inan  can  pay  it',  what  are 
you  to  do  ?  Would  you  caft  every  defaulter  into  prifon<,  or 
diftrain.upon  his  goods?  No,  there  will  be  (ome  indvlgenoe. 

That 
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That  txnift  be,  in  the  nature  of  the  thing,  difcret}onar]r»  and 
thu5  every  man  mutt  be,  more  or  lefs,  under  the  power  of 
the  tax  colkaor ;  that  coUedlor  muft,  from  the  nature  of 
his  office,  be  conncfted  with  Government.  Thofe  who  can- 
vafs  at  eledions  will  find  a  vaft  number  of  men  who  have 
very  decided  opinions  againd  Adminiftration.  but  who  are 
afraid  of  doing  any  thing  that  tnay  difoblige  thofe  who  have 
influence  with  the  executive  ppwer.    I  do  not  fay  that  this 
is  the  defiie  of  Miniilers.    I  do  not  think  it  is :  but  I  do  fay 
that  this  will  be  the  inevitable  confequence  qf  it ;  for  a  pro- 
digious number  of  men  will  be  aware  that  they  muft  either 
vote  for  a  court  candidate  againft  their  confciences,  or  be 
ruined.    What,  then,  is  the  refult  of  all  this  P   Why  that  the 
Crown  will  have  by  this  bill  an  immenfe  power,  in  addition 
to  that  enormous  influence  which  it  already  has  in  this 
Houfe,  and  which  has  been  the  fource  of  all  your  evils,  and 
which  has  made  you  a  mockery  of  the  public  voice.     I  fay 
put  an  end  to  all  thefe  unfeemly  appearances.  Recur  to  your 
food  old  Englifli  conflitution.    Make  the  Crown  what  it 
ought  to  be,  what  the  conflitution  intended  it  to  be,  the 
guardian  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubje£ls ;  not  the 
obje£l  qf  their  jealoufy  and  ala,rm,  fuch  as  I  have  no  heflta- 
tion  in  »pronoui\cing  it  now  to  be.  }  aflc  you  to  examine  with 
attention  the  hiflory  of  this  country,  and  to  refle£t  upon  it : 
you  will  fee  that  all  its  calamities  have  been  chiefly  owing  to 
that  fyftem  which  tends  to  increafe  the  influence  of  the 
Crown,  and  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  a 
fyftem  that  muft  end  either  in  flavery  or  revolt  ?     But  when 
we  examine  the  co>irfe  of  this  war,  and  the  train  of  evils 
which  it  has  already  brought  upon  us ;  when  w^  fee  the  con- 
temptible ignorance  of  the  greater  part,  the  indifference  of 
others,  of  thofe  who  generally  compofe  what  is  called  the 
court  party,  concerning  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  pe6- 
fie,  and  of  the  means  to  procure  them  happinefs,  when  we 
fee  what  defcription  of  perfons  they  are,  naturally,  from 
their  ignorance  and  folly,  led  to  protc61  and  encourage, 
•when  we  fee  that  it  is  a  part  of  their  fyftem  to  excufe  from 
^11  burden  thofe  who  ought  to  be  .the  moft  ready  to  bear  it, 
we  are  naturally  led,  I  think,  to  call  for  a  radical  and  funda*- 
mental  change  of  fyftem,  as  well  as  of  the  Minifters  who 
have  a£led  under  it,  and  who  have  brought  you  to  your  pre- 
fdnt  moft  calamitous  condition.     I  wifti  this  country  to  ma- 
nifeft  its  ftrengfh  to  the  world  at  large,  and  moft  emphati- 
cally to  the  enemy.     X  know  that  cannot  be  done  without 

large 


594  WOODFALL'S  PARLIA^TEJIilTABlY  REPORTS.      [C«Miff«it, 

large  fuppliei ;  but  all  cor  fupplies  tnuft  be  voluntary,  i^ 
ihat  bus  confided  the  yery  eflence  of  our  country's  glory,  in 
that  has  connfled  the  difference  between  us  and  other  na- 
tions, and  has  To  often  exalted  us  above  them  all,  in  fatdi, 
in  credit,  in  honour,  in  every  thing  ihat  conftitutes  the 
^eatnefs  of  a  people.  It  is  in  that  too  has  confifted  the 
difference  between  the  meafures  adopted  in  this  .and  oHwt 
wars,  and  which  reveals  rhe  myftery  of  your  prefent  diftre(s. 
What  is  the  remedy  ?  A  radical  reform,  a  change  of  fyftem, 
but  above  all,  a  Parliament  that  ihall  be  known,  felt,  and 
Acknowledged  to  fpeak  the  voice  of  the  people,  I  retn^tnber 
how  beautifully  this  point  was  ilhiftrated  by  Mr.  Burke,  in 
his  celebrated  fpeech  for  conciliation  with  the  colonics,  the 
fubftance  of  which  was  (fpeaking  of  the  Cafes  of  Wales  and 
Chefler),  that  the  march  of  the  human  mind  was  flow  ;  that 
It  was  not  until  after  two  hundred  years  difcovered^that  by  an 
eternal  law,  Providence  had  decreed  vexation  to  violence,  and 
poverty  to  rapine ;  that  our  anceflors  did  hovrever  at  lengdi 
Open  their  eyes  to  the  ill  hufbandry  of  injuftice.  They  found 
that  (he  tyranny  of  a  free  people  could  of  all  tyrannies  the 
leafl  be  endured,  and  that  iaWs  made  againft  a  whole  nation 
were  not  the  moft  effeSual  methods  for  fecuring  its  obe* 
dience.  Accordingly  in  the  27th  year  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
thecourfe  was  entirety  altered  :  with  a  preamble,  dating  the 
entire  and  perfed  rights  of  the  Crown  of  England,  it  gave 
to  the  Welfti  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Englifh  fubjeds. 
A  political  ord^r  was  eftablifhed,  the  military  power  gave 
way  to  the  civil ;  the  marches  were  turned  into  countiesw 
But  that  a  nation  fhould  have  a  right  to  Englifli  liberties,  an^ 
yet  ho  ihare  at  all  in  the  fundamental  fecurity  of  thefe  liber- 
ties, the  grant  of  their  own  property,  feemed  a  thing  to  in- 
congruous, that  eight  years  after,  that  is  in  the  ^fth  of  that 
reigD}  a  complete,  and  not  ill-proportioned  repreientation  by 
counties  and  borougl^  was  beftowed  upon  Wales  by  sl&  of 
Parliament.  From  that  moment,  as  by  a  charm,  the' tumult^ 
fubfided,  obedience  was  reftored,  peace,  order,  and  civiliza* 
tion  followed  in  the  train  of  liberty.  When  the  day*ftar  of 
the  Englifli  conftitution  had  arifen  in  their  hearts,  all  was 
iiarmeny  within  and  without. 

Simul  alba  nautis 
Stella  refulfit 

Defiuit  faxis  agicatus  humor ; 

Concidunt  venti.  fugiunf  qtte  nubes  j 

Bt  minax  (quod  fic  vducre)  ponto  * 

. '  Upda  ifcwabH. 

This 
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This  is  faying,  that  it  is  a  dlviDe  prmciple  which  God  atut 
Nature  have  planted  in  the  human  cbara^r,  lb  that  it  i^  there 
and  there  only  can  be  true  fecurity  for  ibcial  blcffings,  where 
there  is  a  tr^e  jLeprcfentation  of  the  Reople.  By  this  be  has 
{aidTDore  in  iFavc»ir  of  a  Repreientative Government  (I  do  not 
mean  a  Reprcfentative  Government  in  the  fenfe  which  fotne 
invidious  perfons  are  ready  to  impute  to  me,  but  a  true  Repre- 
fcntation  of  the  People  in  this  Houfc)  than  is  contained  in 
ibme  whole  volumes  that  have  been  written  upon  the  fubje6t. 
You  know  what  h^s  pafled  in  Ireland  upon  the  fubjcA  of  a 
corrupt  Parliament.  It  is  good  for  us  to  have  a  magnifying 
glafs  through  which  fnch  an  objc£l  may  be  viewed,  becaufe  it 
enables  us  to  (be  its  deformity  the  more  diilindly.  Mr.  Grat- 
tan  ftated  plainly,  ^Uhat  Peerages  were  fold  in  Ireland  to 
thofe  who  fent  Members  into  the  Hoyfe  of  Commons  to  vote 
for  Government,"  was  that  denied  ?  Not  a  word  of  it  j  fome- 
thing  of  that  kind  was  dated  by  my  honourable  Friend,  Mr, 
Ticrney,  not  very  ambiguoufly  either,  applying  to  the  fpecific 
cafe  of  a  certain  Peer  lately  created  ;  Was  that  denied  lhi$ 
nicht  ?  No  notice  taken  of  it ;  will  you  then  perfift  in  paffing  a 
bill  which  the  whole  metropolis,  called  upon  to  pay  one  fourth 
of  it,  unanimoufly  disapprove  ?  Yes,  I  believe  you  vnH ;  in 
utter  defiance  of  the  public  voice.  Am  I  then  unreafonable  in 
my  declaration,  jhat  I  will  not  attend  this  Houfe,  when  I  im 
fo, confident  I  cannot  do  good?  The  bcft  thing  I  can  do  is  to^ 
draw  the  attention  of  the  People  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 
let  them  fee  what  paffcs  here,  who  they  arc,  who  fit  and  aft 
here ;  then  let  them  decide  whether  they  are  reprefented  hero 
or  not.  I  do  not  wifh  to  have  any  (hare  in  direfling  their  an<* 
ger,  much  lefs  to  en  flame  their  paffions,  although  it  is  iaid, 
much  artifice  is  employed  for  that  purpofe.  There  was  a  di- 
yifion  here  fome  time  ago,  and  there  were  two  hundred  and 
cnld  againd  fifteen.  I  do  not  mean  to  detra6t  from  the  ahiiities 
of  that  minority,  cfpecially  thofe  of  my  honourable  Friends 
who  fpoke  to  night,  but  they  will  forgive  me,  if  1  fay,  that  th<j 
public  abhorrence  of  this  bill  is  not  the  cSe&  of  their  elo» 
quence.  It  is  owing  to  the  intrinfic  iniquity  of  the  Wll  itfelf. 
which  is  moft  evident  from  the  fa6k  that  almoft  ail  tlie  Rdb- 
lutioni  of  all  the  pariflies  were  entered  into  before  any  thing, 
or  before  much,  had  been  faid  in  Parliament  a^aicid  it.  I  kno«r 
we  are  in  a  fituation  to  which  the  wifdom  of  our  minidersis 
not  adequate.  I  will  go  further,  and  fay,  that  the  wifdom  of  no 
man,  or  body  of  men,  is  equal  to  it ;  nor  ever  will  bt  fo  upon 
your  prefent  plan  of  policies.  We  mud  have  the  advice  of  the 
pople  collc^ed  and  expreilled  freely  and  liberally.    Our  bafis 
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uuft  be  m:ide  tiiucb  broader  than  it  is  at  ptefent.  We  muft 
give  to  the  People  their  clue  (hare  in  the  Government,  Wc 
mud  Iqt  them  know  and  feel  that  they  are  hghtine  for  i;hcir 
own  riglits  jind  for  their  own  fovereignty,  againll  foreign  na* 
tionsi  and  fighting  for  that  liberty  which  no  foreign  nation  can 
give.  You  can  do  nothing;  by,  faying  in  this  Houfe,  **  this  or 
that  is  the  opinbn  of  the  People/'  hut  you  fliould  have  that 
opinion  from  tbemfelves  freely  exprefled,  by  a  true /uifiafUtaly 
as  well  as  ,a  z(/r/tfa/««prefenuition  of  the  People.  Not  by  uni- 
verial  f\]0rage«,  in  my  opinion^  but  upon  a  fcale  ihort  of  thajt, 
but^  with  thait  limitation^  as  large  as  it  is  otherwife  poffiblc. 
Xliefe  are  the  only  means  to  ihew  the  real  ftrength  of  this 
country.  By  thcfe  means  you  will  neither  have  nor  want  fo 
many  mercenary  troops  as  yon  ha.ve  at  prefent,  but  you  will 
poilels  a  much  more  important  force  to  aSert  and  proted  your 
freedom. 

Mr^  Pin  faid^  after  the  great  length  of  time  that  has  been 
cx>nfumed  in  the  debate^  the  Houfe,  I  am  fure»  will  not  be 
furprifed  if  I  fliould  defire  to  avoid,  as  much  as  po(£ble»  the 
vaft  mafs  of -extraneous  matter  that  has  been  brought  forward 
on  the  prefcnt  occafion,  and  feleA  from  the  numerous  topics 
that  prefent  tbemfelves  to  my  view,  fuch  as  bear  direflly  on 
the  fubjeft  under  our  immediate  confideration.  With  this 
view  1  (h^U  endeavour  to  guide  the  attention  of  the  Hoofe 
through  the  various  irrelevant  nnd  contradi&ory  arguments 
that  have  been  u fed,  and  fix  it  more  exclufively  on  thofe  lead* 
mg  and  practical  pomts,  which  alone  can  determine  the  quef^ 
tion  we  are  now  called  upon  to  decide.  1  (luMild  have  thought 
it,  Sir,  junneceffary  to  enter  at  any  length  into  this  argument, 
?fter  the  admifiipn  made  by  the  fcvcral  gentlemen  who  moft 
vehemently  oppofed  this  meafure,  if  1  did  not  find  that  the 
principle  they  conceded  in  name  is  afterwards  recalled  in  fub** 
fiance,  and  treated  as  a  matter  foreign  to  their  confideration, 
and  wholly  inapplicable  to  the  cafe  rww  before  them.  The 
princij)lc  1  allude  to  is  this,  whether,  in  the  prefcnt  circunv- 
Aances  of  this  country,  there  is  or  is  not  an  occaGon  to  nuke 
a  great  and  unexampled  exertion  to  defeat  the  projcfts  of  the 
cuemy,  and  fecure  our  own  national  independence  and  ho- 
nour. The  affirmative  of  this  propofition  has  been  uniformly 
fidmitted  cod  openly  avowed  ;  unlefs,  therefore,  the  Houfe, 
influenced  by  what  has  been  advanced  in  the  courfe  o£  this 
night's" dchatct  (hould  think  proper  exprefsly  to  retrafk  that 
cpniion,  I  have  a  right  to  take  it  as  the  fundamental  point  that 
will  govern  their  determination.  This  is  not  an  opinion  baftilj 
adopted,*  and  lightly  confidered.  It  is  the  language  which ,  af- 
ter 


Jah.4.1  WOODFALL'3  PARUAMENTARY  REPOKTy.  5^7 

tier  fall  deliberation  and  inquiry,  the  Houfe,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fefGona,  prefcnted  at  the  foot  of  the  throne* 
Such,  at  that  time,  was  their  opinion,' and  th^  fz&i  on  whicli 
it  was  foanded^  h^s,  in  the  itlterval  which  has  elapfed,  been 
neither  weakened  nor  denied  So  far  from  any  thing  having 
been  advanced  contrary  to  this  pofition,  in  the  oourle  of  this 
debate,  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  hiitiftlf  (Mr.  Fox) 
hns  unequivocally  admitted,  that  a  great  military  and  fihanctal 
exertion  is  indifpenlihle  in  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country; 
Now  having  advanced  fo  mudi,  it  was  natural  to  cxpeft' he 
would  difclofe  the  nature  of  thofe  exertions,  the  neceflSty  of 
which  he  did  not  deny ;  and  if  he  difapproved  of  the  prefeht 
ifiodeof  raifing  fo  conCderSible--a  part  of  the  fdpplies  within 
the  year,  that  he  would  point  out  how  that  ^nd  might  be 
obtained,  by  means  lefs  objeftionable.  The  queflion^  as  now 
argued  by  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  is,  whether,  iifter 
a  delay  of  fix  weeks  (ince  the  firft  agitation  of  this  fubjed^,  smd 
two  months  fince  the  iffue  of  the  negotiation,*  front  which 
period  fhe  neceffity  of  the  exertions  he  admits  mull  be  dated  ; 
whether,  after  fuch  a  delay,  all  exertion  fhould  not  be  fuf* 
pended  on  the  part  of  the  country^  trtt  the  Houfe  (hould  obtain 
tue  difmiffion  of  His  Majefty's  prefent  Minifters,  a  radical 
I'arliamentary  Reform,  and  a  total  change  of  fyflem.  Such, 
is  the  ground,  if  I  followed  the  right  hononrable  Gentkman, 
and  underftood  him  right,  on  which  he  wifhcs  the  prefent 
queftion  tp  be  determined.  In  his  opinion  the  guihofthc 
prefent  adminiftration  is  fo  enormous,  their  general  and  par- 
ticular mifcondudl  fo  manHcft  and  great,  that  all  the  faculties 
of  Government  (hould  be  fufpcnded  till  they  atjc  removed. 
Their  removal  atone,  however,  will  not  do,  and  he  has  no 
hopes  of  (ecurity  without  a  radical  Reforiti  in  Parliament,  and 
a  total  change  of  fyftem  ;  .and,  unlefs  thefe  latter  points  arc 
conceded,  he  profefles  that  he  v\riH  not  take  any  flxare  in  any 
new  adminiflration  that  may  be  formed.  With  a  view  of  per- 
fuading  the  Houfe  10  purfue  thefe  obje£b,  much  time  and 
much  eloquence  have  been  confumed,  to  convince  th^m  that 
they  had  a  regular  conftitotional  right  to  withhold  the  fup- 
pliestill  the  grievances  of  which  they  might  think  proper  to 
complain  were  redreffed.  But  time  and  cloquenC|B,appear  to 
me  to  have  been  wholly  mifemployed.  No  otat  that.  I  know 
of  ever  doubted  of  the  validity  of'^that  do£lrtnel  'flic  true 
queftion  now  was,  according  to  the  right  honbuVable  Gentle- 
man's mode  of  reafoning,  not  whether  they  had  a  right  under 
the  conftitution  "qt  ^ithhddifng  fupplies  till  grievances  were 
fedrefled,  but  whether  the  Houfe  and  couhtry  lode  tipon  tho(c 
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thiogs  as  grievances  which  'the  right  honourable  Oendensaii 
does  ;  and  whether  they  will  make  fuch  aii  exercife  of  power 
in  the  prefcnt  iituation  of  the  country,  to  oinatn    a  radical 
Parliamentary  Reform  and  total  change  of  fyilem,  acconcfing 
tohtsaecepcattonof  thofeexfMtffioos?    It  becomes,  therefore^ 
of  great  coitfeqtieoce  to  afcertain  what  that  ^krceptation  is ; 
andif  any  ambigoity  or  uncertainty  exifts  from  loofe  and  in- 
definite expreffionSy  the  true  meaning  will  be  foand  to  arife 
no  led  from  the  colour  and  complexion  of  ctrci:tm(lances  which 
accompany,  precede  and  iollow  his  profeffions,  than  logical 
diftindiont  and  the  context  of  words.     Now  I  wiih  to  pot  it 
ferioufiy  to  the  Honfe,  whether'notwithftanding  the  explana- 
tions for  the  firft  time  given  this  night  by  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  of  the  extent  of  his  meaning  in  this  refpeS, 
whether  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  uncertainty,  as  to  their 
extent,  does  not  yet  remain,  and  whether  all  the  exertion  he 
himfelf  admits  neceflary  for  the  falvation  of  the  country,  k  to 
be  fufpended  till  objc£b,  fo  general,  loofe,   and  indeiinite>  arc 
obtained  i   for  fuch  is  the  partial  refult  of  all  he  has  now  ad- 
vanced.   To  defcend  to  the  few  particular!  he^has  mentioned-— 
a  change  of  minifters,  he  fays,  is  ahiblutely  neceflary  before 
any  peace,  confident  with  the  welfere  and  fefcurity  of  the 
country,  can  be  expeAed.   Yet  how  was  this  attempted  to  be 
proved.    I  do  not  confider  myfelf  much  indebted  to  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman's  candour  in  admitting,  that  at  Icaft 
Miniflers  were  iinceiie  in  the  laft  negotiation  for  peace.     No 
,  men»  in  or  out  <tf  the  Hoofe,  could  venture  to  entertain  a 
doubt  of  a  fad  fo  plain  and  manlfeft.    The  internal  evidences 
of  the  treaty  itfelf,  and  every  circumftance  by  which-  it  was 
attended,  fets  every  fufpicion  on  that  fobjed  at  defiance.   The 
purity  and  zeal  ot  Miniften  tfafoughout  the  whole  of  their 
conduA  on  that  occafion,  is  efiabliflied  beyond  the  poffibiliry 
<»f  doubt.    It  is  not  now  for  me  to  enter  into  the  difctiffioii 
how  far  in  1704  and  1705,  France  was  capable  of  preferring 
the  relations  of  peace  and  amity.    Every  thing  that  the  right 
honourable  Gentleman  could  urge  on  \h\t  fubje6t,  was  ad- 
vanced when  the  fa^  of  that  <)ue(lion  were  recent,  and  re^ 
gularly  before  the  Hoorfe,  which,  after  full  enquiry  and  de- 
lifacjcation,  gave  an  opinion  contrary  to  that  which  he  main- 
tained. Every  flsp  that  Muiifters  have  taken,  relative  fo  pence, 
has  been  fubmicted  to  parliamentary  difcuflion,  and  is  fuHy 
bcSort  the  public.     And  1  can  aflert  with  confidence!,  that  no 
man  can  refle£l  upon  their  condud  in  that  t«rpe6l,  or  deny 
that  they  have  done  eve^  thing  to  obtain  peace,  Ihort  of  fa- 
crilicing  the  honour  and  Wel&re  of  tb«  country.    According 
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to  the  right  honourable  Gentleman's  own  view  of  the  fubjeft;; 
it  is  a  (tngnlar  mode  of  reaf(7ning,  to  threaten  Minifters  with 
difmiffion,  that  peace  might  be  obtained,  hecaufe  tfiey  had  not 
done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  obtain  it  before,  though 
^  there  is  no  doubt  they  have  fince  been,  and  Were*  ftiM  dlfpofcd^ 
fotodo.    The  rcafoning  is  ftill  more  curious  if  foitewed  fiir- 
ther.    Suppofe  the  meafure  recommended  by  the  right  honour-' 
able  Gentleman  were  adopted,  iait  Hkely  that  any  tkew  Ad-^ 
miniftratioa  could  fucceed  in  negotiation  with  the  enemy,    af- 
ter a  cotifidcrablc  fufpenfiori  of  exertion  and  comparative  wcak- 
nefs,    when   the  prcfent    Adtniniftration,    backed  with  the 
whofe  ftrength  of  the  country,  and  having  done   every  thirtg* 
confifteiK  with  their  duty  to  oppofe  the  wrath  of  the  enemy, 
had  failed?     Who  will  undertake  that,  in  cafe  of  an  appoint-' 
raentof  a  new  Adoiinidration,  by  means  at  leaft  injurious  to' 
our  ftrength,  the  enemy  will  be  inclined  to  give  terms  of  peace 
which  they  denied  to  the  prefent  Minifters,  when  their  con- 
duit WW  admitted  by  all  to  be  fuch,  as  this  new  .  Admirtiftra-' 
tion  could  alone  adopt.     What  ground  of  probability  is  there ' 
to  exped  fuch  an  event?     But  if  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman's argument  has  any  weight,  it  is  at  heft  ill-timed  at 
prefent,  and  fhould  have  been  argued  two  months  ago,  bo  the  \ 
fh-ft  termination  of  the  treaty.     The  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman has  attempted  to  draw  a  diftinAioti  between  the  r^-' 
fponfibility  of  thofc  in  office,  and  thofe  who  are  not  fo.  '  In] 
this,  however,  I  do  not  fee  any  marks  of  that  impartiality'  , 

which  ftiould  equally  guide  both  the  one  and  the  Other,     m' 
feems  to  think,  that  while  he  has  a  perfedl  right  to  arraign 
the  conduct  of  public  men  in  office,  that  he,   being  a  private 
Member  of  Parliament,  is  not  anfwerable  to  any  account;     I 
certainly  know  of  no  fanflion  that  any  man  in  office  has,  that 
ibouM  exempt  him  from  animadvemon  on  his  conduft  ;   and 
as  little  am  I  acquainted  with  any  exemption  that  ptiv^te  gen- 
tlemen may  have  from  rcprehenfion,  when  their  cortduS  it 
fuch  as  to  deferve  it — juftice,  prudence,  and  expediency,  iis 
little  exempt  the  one  as  the  other.     I  therefore  cannot  but^be- 
liold  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  as  amenable  in  his  con- 
duft  as  any  other  perfon,  whether  1  confider  his  charafter,  in 
relation  to  domeftic  concerns  at  home,  or  the  fituation  of  the  \ 
enemy  abroad.    With  fpecious  profeftions  of  humility,  he  has 
doubtlefs  declared  himfelf  a  fimpie  individual,  and  expreflcd 
a  determination  to  abftain  from  the  rifoue  and  fatigue  of  publid 
oficc.    But  what  docs  this  amount  to  f    It  is  not  ccitain  that, ' 
thinking  as  many  aro\;ind  him  do,  the  country  can  alone  be 
ftvedbylfin*.     Thinking  fo,   I  fay,-  if  a  change  of  sldminif-' 
Vol..' I.  1798.  4H  tratioa 
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tratioa  fliould  take  place*  will  they  not  feel  themreives  hoond 
to  overcome  hU  fcruples,  and  inlid,  as  a  matter  of  public  da- 
ty,  that  he  (hould  take  upon  l^im  the  burden  of  office.  Nay, 
I  put  it  to  tlietn,  whether  they  would  not  confidcr  it  as  the 
pride  and  glory  of  their  lives,  by  any  means  in  their  power, 
to  place  him  in  the  fituation  to  which  they  think  his  talents 
entitle  him  ;  and  if  they  think  fo,  they  will,  in  fo  doing,  do 
no  more  than  what,  according  to  their  view  of  the  fubjed,  is 
right^,  and  higWy  laudable  in  theu^  to  effeS.  Ncverthckis 
tliofc  whQjn>igbt  differ  from  them  in  that  opinion,  and  though 
admitting  the  brilliancy  and  extent  of  the  right  hooouiabk 
'  G?n|Ieman*s  talents^  think  that  the  pra£lical  application  of 
them  is  not  conducive  to  the  welfai  e  of  the  country.  Such 
perfons  mud  be  allowed  to  look  to  that  event  with  repugnance 
and  al;irm«  Upon  this  fubje£t  I  have  no  he&tation  of  declar- 
ing, that  were  1  obliged  to  plead  guilty  to  every  other  chaige 
againft.my  colleagues  and  myfelf,  or  from  any  motive  fbouid 
wifli  to  relinquifli  my  prefent  Ration,  yet,  while  I  wiih  fach 
a  peace  as  is  confident  with  the  fecurity  and  welfare  of  this 
kingdom,  I  fbould  feel  it  as  a  bounden  and  over-ruling  duty, 
'  if  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  had  any  chance  of  fuoceed- 
i|ig  me,  to  remain  in  office  at  any  ri(k,  and  with  every  facrt- 
fice,  in  order  to  prevent  an  eiFe£l  fo  fatal  and  ruinous  to  the 
fafety  and  confequence  of  this  country^  as  the  gratification  of 
the  wifhes  of  him  and  his  friends.  I  have  yet  to  learn  what  is 
the  nature  of  that  confidence  which  the  enemy  are  to  have  in 
an  adminidration  fupported  by  that  right  honourable  Gentle- 
man.  I  have  on  a  former  occafion  (aid,  that  I  do  not  envy 
thofe  whofe  boad  it  is  that  they  dand  high  in  the  cgtrifideiice 
of  the  enemy.  It  is  maintained,  that  in  cafe  pf  a  change  of 
adminidration,  the  Houfe  and  the  country  would  have  the 
mod  unlimited  confidence  as  to  the  fincerity  of  the  negotiaiioa 
for  peace,  and  if  it  could  not  be  obtained  on  terms  adequate 
toajudand  reafonable  expe6latlon,  that  in  fuch  a  Ca(e  the 
war  would  be  continued  with  incalculable  advantage.  Will 
thofe  who  think  in  this  way,  attempt  to  deny  that  the  riAt 
honourable  Gentleman  and  all  his  friends  have  dnifprmiy, 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war,  maintained  tlie  cai|leof 
the  enemy,  at  lead  fo  far  as  to  contend  that  they  a£ted  odIIIb 
defenfive,  and  retained  a  right  of  infliding  vengeance,  and 
that  wi  were  the  aggreflbrs.  Throughout  ^e  whole  coaffe 
of  the  war  they  have  aflcrted  the  jufticc  of  the  encmy*s  caufe 
and  the  infufficiency  pf  our  refources.  How  in  cafe  of  iiioi|| 
men  fucceeding  to  offices,  terms  favourable  or  joft  to  Ail 
country  are  to  be  expeded^  or  how,  if  the  war  is  to  bet^M 
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timiedy  the  enemy  are  to  be  convinced  of  the  energy  of  the 
kingdom  and  permanency  of  our  means,  I  leave,  with  no 
doubt  of  its  decifion,  to  the  prudence  of  the  Houfe. 

The  next  point  of  attack  againft  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
is,  their  general  mifcondudl  in  refpeft  to  general  conftitu- 
tional  dodrines  ;  and  then  that  they  are  bad  financial  mini- 
llersy  and  incompetent  to  preferve  the  combination,  which^ 
as  to  the  profecution  of  the  war,  they  had  relied  To  much  on. 
Thefc  pomts,  I  muft  obferve,  have  repeatedly  been  difcufled 
and  decided  in  this  Houfe,  and  are  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
prefent  queflion,  and  may  without  any  interferences  be  de- 
cided again  after  this  is  determined,  as  they  have  been  before. 
Thefe  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  confider  myfelf  bound  to  entet 
into  at  prefent,  and  if  I  did,  the  deciPion,  either  one  way  or 
the  other,  would  not  zffcQ,  this  bill.  Upon  thefe  fubjefts, 
however,  it  is  obvious  that  the  ftrength  of  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman's  arguments  lay  in  this.  He  fays,  you,  the 
Adminidraxion  of  the  country,  are  incompetent  and  igno- 
rant;  you  rely  oh  foreign  alliances :  thefe  alliances  defert 
you.  You  grant  fubddies,  you  guarantee  loans ;  we  told 
you  this  would  not  fecurc  you  allies.  You  are  fools,  and  we 
are  wife.  This  I  believe  is  not  a  weak  fummary  of  his 
charge  againft  thpfe  he  is  inclined  to  condemn  in  every  a^^ 
and  impeach  the  motives  when  he  cannot  deny  the  efFed.  1 
afk,  however,  and  pjut  to  the  recolleflion  of  the  Houfe,  whe- 
ther thofe  loans^  fubfidies,  and  alliances,  were  ever  main- 
tained on  any  iuch  principle  as  that  It  was  impoflible  to  be 
deceived.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing,  no  independent  ftate 
tan  have  fecurity  againft  another,  from  want  of  forefight 
and  prudence,  ft  is  no  imputation  againft  our  ally,  that 
another  might  not  fee  fo  acutely  its  own  true  permanent  in- 
tereft  and  fafety.  In  the  cafe  of  our  a£Ung  with  greater  wif- 
dom  and  refolution  than  others,  we  are  not  to.let  our  regret 
at  their  mifcondu£l  over-rule  pur  own  fatisfadion  in  our  own 
prudence  and  fdgacity.  Even  to  this  very  moment  I  do  not 
iregret  thofe  loans,  fubfidies,  and  alliances  of  which  the 
tight  honourable  Gentleman  complains.  They  were  entered 
into  with  true  views  of  the  lafting  and  real  intereft  of'  the 
eonqtry :  and  though  the  intereft  we  had  received  was  lefs 
than,  with  a  view  to  the  refpe3ive»intereft.of  the  parties, 
^we  deferved,  yet  it  was  full  as  much  as  we  1^  earned.  I 
could  have  wiftied  tho(e  powers  had  had  a  true  fenfe  of  their 
own  intereft;  but  as. a  matter jof  p9licy,  I  do  not  regret  the 
jidvantage  we  derived  at  the  expence  at  which  it  was  pur- 
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chafed.    When  it  is  confidered  that  the  copduA  of  Minifter;* 
with  rcfpcft  to  peace,  was  fuch  as  thofe  who  wifli  for  a 
change  ^hemfelves,  approve,  it  is  pretty  certain  that  the  real 
franfe  for  their  retirement  is  not  that  which  is  oftenfibly  af- 
figned  ;  but  whether  the  mptives  be  real  or  pretended,  it  caii 
be  no  reafon  for  poftponing  the  prefent  bill,  as  whether  the 
prefent  Adminiftraiion  continue,   or  yield  their  places  to 
others,  this  bill  is  a  meafure  efrential  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
country  from  the  menaces  and  dcfigns  of  a  rancorous  ene- 
my, would  be  equally  expedient  and  neceflary.    Suppofe  the 
light,  honourable  Gentleman    was  at  t*hc  head  of   ^   new 
formed  Admiuidration,  would  he  tell  the  Houfe  that   he 
would  expefi  any  fuccefs  in  his  treaty,  (hould  the  nation  dif^ 
arm,  or  be  unprovided  to  continue  the  contefl  with  vigour 
and  cffeft  ?    Were  he  Minifter,  the  fame  exertion  would  be 
neceflary,  the  fame  queftibn  would  revert,  whether  it  waa 
expedient  to  raife  feven  of  the  nineteen  millions  within  the 
year^     Is  it  therefore  fair,  or  generous,  or  manly,  to  hear 
the  poflibility  of  a  change  afligned  as  a  caufe  for  delay,   a 
meafure  which,  under  every  Adminiftration>  would  be  equally 
neceflary,  and  muft  be  equally  made  the  fubje£t  of  difcuf. 
iion.    There  muft  be  fomc  fecret  motive  for  this  fuddea  ex- 
ertion of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman.    It  was  moft  pror 
bably  to  fake  advantage  of  what  he  fuppofed  the  public  c^i* 
tiioh,  that  lie  thus  appeared  again  in  embattled  phalanx,  and 
left  the  hidden  path  of  fecret  warfare.  With  what  other  view 
-would  he  otherwife  bring  into  fuch  a  debate  al)  the  inflamma^ 
lory  topics  he  has  urged,  and  in  a  fpeech  of  three  or  four 
)idurs,  though  attending,  as  he  fays,  by  the  exprefs  com« 
tnands  of  his  conftituents,  fcarce  touch  on  the  fubjeft  which 
he  avowedly  came  forward  to  difcufs.    Inftead  of  attending  . 
to  the  details  and  particular  bearings  of  this  bill,  he  advert^ 
only  to  its  principle  in  the  moft  general  terms,  and  did  not 
even  attend  in  that  ftage  in  which  alone,  by  means  of  regu« 
lations,  he  could  alleviate  thofe  hardfhips  of  which  his  con* 
ftituents  complain.  Far  from  attending  to  the  inftrudions  ho 
profefled  to. obey,  he  enters  into  the  moft  foreign  and  diiTua*. 
live  q^ieftions  concerning  the  origin  and  condud  of  the  war, 
in  which  as  ufual  he  decides  in  favour  of  France,  and  againi^ 
this  country,  and  in  favour  of  himfelf  and  party,  againft  the 
Minifters  in  -whom  his  Majefty  thought  proper  to  confide. 
He  wifhes  to  impofe  on  the  Houfe  the  condittoh  of  piitting 
off  the  difcuflion  of  the  bill  he  was  fent  here  to  difcufs^  ia 
order  to  enforce  that  radical  reform  of  Parliament  and  toli4 
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change  of  fyftemy  of  which  his  conftit«ents  in  their  inftruc^ 
tions  faid  nothing,  and  which  if  he  thought  it  his  duty  ^ 
urge,  he  (hould  have  felt  it  his  duty  to  aUend  for  that  pur- 
pole,  without  waiting  for^thofe  tnjundion^  which  were  th« 
oceafion  of  his  ptefence.     I  for  one  (hould  be  glad  to  have  4 
irlear  idea  of  what  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  'means  bjr 
this  fpecies  <^  reforin  and  change.    He  has  .on  former  occa--  . 
fions  exprcffed  the  fame  wifhes,  but  yet  in  a  way;  nH>fe  gene^ 
ral.    In  the  courfe  of  what  he  has  faid  on  this  fubj^£l  to^ 
nighty  we  have  at  lead  the  fatisfa6)i(m  of  learning  that  he 
looks  only  to  thefe  changes  through  the  organ  of  Parliaipent^ 
which  however  he  expefis  will  not  be  affefted  by  the  power 
of  his  eloquence  or  tlie  force  of  his  reafoning  within,  but  by 
the  influence  of  the  public  mind  from  without.    The  precifc 
plan  of  parliamentary  reform  of  which  he  is  the  advocate,  is 
now  for  the  firft  time  difclofcd,  namely,  that  brought  for- 
ward laft  fe(lion  by  another  honourable  friend  of  his,  not 
now  in  his  place  (Mr.  Grey).  Thus  much  then  for  a  plan  of 
parliamentary  reform,  which  the  Houfe  had  already  difcufled 
und  rejeftcd,  and  for  other  particular  reformations,  on  which 
neither  his  conftttuents  or  the  public  had  exprefTed  any  opi- 
nion at  all,  for  thefe  purpofes  he  wiftied  the  Houfe  to  fuf- 
pend  atidhang  up  all  the  means  of  public  defence,  in  a  critis 
of  unexamplad  danger  and  difficulty.    This  mode  of  obtam- 
ing  his  obje£ts  is  certainly  lefs  mild  and  regular  than  the  one 
he  profeflfed  hirafelf  attached  to,  and  recommended  with  re- 
fped  to  parliamentary  reform  ;  for  it  tends  to  this,  fufpend 
your  exertions,  let  the  enemy  come  and  make  this  change  of 
fyftem  and  reform  the  price  of  felf-defence,  an  e^cjpedient  at 
lead  hazardous  and  ra(h  under  the  prefent  circumuances  of 
the  country.    If,  to  avoid  this  inference,  the  right  honour- 
able Gentleman  (hould  contend  that  by  the  influence  of  the 
ftublic  mind,  he  means  the  operation  of  the  fair  rational 
enfe  of  the  public  mind  on  their  reprefentatives  only,  then 
he  mud  admit  that  he  has  at  lad  found  fomething  more  fym- 
pathetic  betwpen  the  people  and  their  reprefentatives,  than  he 
thinks  it  poflible^to  difcover  in  fome  views  of  the  fubjed  he 
occaflonaily  takes,  a  confident  ground  of  virtual  and  eiFeCr 
tive  reprefentatiort,  even  in  the  prefent  form  of  Parliament* 
If  he  means  neither  of  thefe,  but  fomething  elfe  different 
from  both,  but  which  he  does  not  think  it  fit  and  prudent  at 
this  niome^t  explicitly  to  date,  his  views  are  tl^en  evidently 
open  to  the  obje£tton>  on  the  ground  of  ambigi|tty  and  in« 
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diftinflnefs,  which  an  honourable  friend  of  mine  (Mr. 
Mfilbeiforce)  had  faid  occafioned  diffidence  and  alarm.  He 
has  thought  proper,  on  this,  and  feveral  other  occafiobs,  tt 
^ttoce  tome  woras  nfed  by  me  in  reference  to  this  fubjefL  It 
is  loipoffible  to  j»colle£t  particular  words  ufed  fo  long  ago ;  bit 
I  frankly  -^omit  that  my  views  of  Parliamentary  Reform  were 
favourable  |o  that  objed,  and  that  I  on  al!  occafions  exprefU 
xny  opinion  with  all  the  warmth  of  exprcfl/on  I  could  afc,  the4 
howevef  mud  in  common  candour  be  underdood  tii  reference 
to  that  objed  as  at  that  time  underftood,  and  not  as  to  tkc 
change  of  meaning  that  expreflSon  has  undergone  in  later  times. 
He  has  done  me  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  believes  it  was  not 
nie  who  declared  <*  that  no  good  Government  could  fubfifi, 
nor  bad  one  be  oppofed  with  fafety^  without  ParUamentarf 
Reform."  But  whatever  words  I  may  have  ufed,  or  to  what- 
ever doftrines  I  may  have  fubfcribed,  they  muft  be  underfiood 
in  reference  only  to  the  ideas  of  Parliamentary  Reform  then 
entertained,  and  I  folemnly  declare  that  whatever  I  may  hare 
faid  or  done  on  that  fubjeA,  had  no  relation  to  the  prefent  pie- 
▼ailing  fjWem  of  reformation,  or  any  principle  on  which  they 
are  founded.  My  ideas  then  were  as  difierent  from  thafe 
fyilemsdien,  as  my  language  is  no\v.  I  always,  as  is  w^Ii 
knoivti'to  th^'i^t  honourable  Gentlem^,  oppofed  every  piai| 
4f  univerfal  fdSfk&  and  individual  reprefentatioa.  All  the 
words  I  then  u%a,  all  the  meafures  I  then  abetted,  muft  he 
confidered  as  bearing  a  relation  to  the  ideas  and  views  of  thiop 
then  entertained.  ^  the  feme  rate  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman'muft  now  be  judged,  the  words  h^  ufes  will  be  under- 
ftood,  unlcfs  otherwife  rcftriScd,  by  the  ideas  ?nd  views  d 
things  now  received ;  and  furclv  he  cannot  deny  that  the  ex« 
preflions  he  has  this  night  made  ufe  of  to  CigniTy  his  wiftes. 
conftitute  tfie  watch  words  of  a  party  out  of  doors,  whofe  ral 
meaning  is  w<fll  underftood,  and  admits  of  qo  doubt.  Is  it  not 
ktiowh  that  they  couple  their  ideas  to  hiswqtris,  and  they  hail 
htm  a^  a  convert  to  their  fyftem,  and  9  champion  in  their 
catifc?  If  indeed  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  does  mean 
fomethtiTg  in  k  more  lifnitted  and  rational  fenfe,  fure  I  am^  be 
fnuft^bc^ankftil^r  that  fcrjptilous  vigilance  and  alarm  tKat 
wiftes  td  diftinguilh  his  vicw^  of  a  racfical  Reform  io  Parfla- 
ment  for  thofe  entertained  bv  the  Correfpondent  Society,  he 
aecifcntalfy  expreffing  himfeff  rn  precifely  the  fanne  wdrds 
which  that  body  has  thought  proper  to  adopt.  It  happens^fiji^ 
evei",  that  thete  is  a  further  coincidence  fubfifting  betMeii%fit 
body-and  the  rtghthonburatrfe  Gentleman  than  meinc'l'" 
He  has  not  only,  they  feem  to  thinks  exaltedi  like  r^ — 
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reprcfentative  Government,  but  looks  with  a  jealous  eye  to 
nobility  and  hereditary  honours;   in.^ort,  difclaims.  every 
principle  of  government  but  the  reprel^Jtative  fpecies.     Thi%. 
1  believe  is  well  known  to  bt  their  opinion' of  him,  though  un<- 
doubtedly  he  will  contend  that  they  mifconc^ive  the  me^ping' 
of  his  words,  and  that  they  do  not  imply  tne^pbjedt  they  fup- 
•^     pofe.     Whatever  may  be  his  meaning  on  other  pipints,  he  has 
^     now,  however,  fully  explained  the  views  he  entertains  of  Par- 
*      liamcntary  Reform  ;  and  I  muft  declare  that  I  Tghv^d  forego 
^'-     for  ever  all,  profpcft  of  Reform,  rather  than  incur'^Iic  rilk  of 
'^'     fuch  aone  as  he  wifhes,  by  his  own  confeffion,  may  take  place* 
tf  ^      What  is  it  he  contends  for  ?  No  lefs  than  that  the  whole  elec- 
i^     tive  franchife  ibould  be  taken  from  thofe  in  whom  it  has  long 
IS'      refided,  and  transferred  to  all  the  houfeholders  in  the  kingflom.. 
-i      This  is  the  preliminary  not  only  to  all  fupply  ajtid  exertion, 
f&     but  to  other  changes  hitlierto  unlimitted  by  any  deilgnation  of 
\  J      their  objcfls.     After  concealing  his  opinion  for  fourteen  years, 
x^      as  to  the  fpecific  plan  of  Reform,  it  now  appears  no  lefs  than  a 
U     total  change  of  the  old  fyftem  of  eledion,  and  a  fubftitutc  that 
r.i     will  at  once  demolifh  all  the  benefits  conneded  with  it*     In 
;r      fhort,  he  would  take  from  the  old  £le<^or$  all  their  rights,  and 
nr.      inveft  them  without  refcrve  in  new.     The  right  lionourable 
:i      Gentleman  has  further  exprefled  as  a  general  principle,  that  he 
5.:       wilhes  to  reprefs  encreaCng  power,  and  encourage  piptcAing 
£i(t      liberty.     In  the  firft  p||ace,  I  wifli  to  know  what  he  means  bf 
,9.       thefe  terms. .   I  here  remark  the  fame  uncertainty  and  ambi* 
^      guity  that  appear  in  mod  of  his  profeffions»  and  which  occa^^ 
^:      lions  no^roundlefs  degree  of  diftruft  and  alarm,  in  thofe  who 
^      do  not  enter  fo  readily  into  his  views  as  thofe  immediately 
!;       around  him.     I  wifli  to  know  what  is  this  encreafmg  power 
^r      he  wilhcs  to  reprobate^  and  what  this  prote£ling.  liberty  he 
^       means  to  encourage.     Iti  another  part  of  his  fpeech  he  fays, 
'0      that  the  authofijy  of  Parliament,  ought  to  be  fuch  as  it  was  be- 
'^f      fore  the  American J?var.     Here  alfoT  am  at  a  lofs  to  reach  the 
,        meaning  of  his  ^ftls.  I  know,  qf  no  liberty  then  pofleJQcd  that 
^j       is  not  now  eaually  enjoyed.    On  profeffions  fo  loofe  and  indc-  • 
^       finite,  it  would  be  abfurd  to  rely,  unlefs  they  iaire  circumlcibed 
u       by  diftind  meaning,  they  never  can  be  adopted  as  a  iafe  and 


^1  rational  ground  of  a6lion.     Another  Commentator  00  thea^ 

',^  of  Gpvernment  (Mr.  Sheridan)  had,  in  addition  to  the  charges 

'  advanced  by  the  righj.honourable  Gentleman,  infifted,  that  an  ' 

^  end  (bail  be  put  to  the  poflibility  of  making ^a  breach- in  the 

^  Appropriation  A£l.     This  diarge  is  not  now  for  the  firft  tme 

\^  bpoaght  forward.   It  was  fully  and  regularly  difcuflcd  on  a  for- 

■j  met  occafion,  when  firft  advanced  >  and  how  did  it  turn  out ; 

J  ^ 

A 
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l\faX  the  ApfHTQ^atioo  ASt  hod  not  been  violated  ;  but-  that 
under^  p^l (iOMJac  ccrcumtlances^  die  fqno  li«ii.'t>eeo  deport^ 

WitTi  ,~Le]^i£c  ta  .tUc .  chargers  aJvatK^iC^tihtiv^tid  barnskBt' 


.    concerning  ^r(o9S/font  ou(.q£  iJh ^ 

'fhe  ri^M'of  afTeinbling^  p^tiiioniDg,,.asii.^  l^0Chpr 
fiances  advanced  ^s  platters,  qf  cnRiu^I tchfti^SlP^  9gai&ft 
AdminTflratiof^  Governa\ent  %y  his  M9Je#y|s  psc&^nt  Mini-- 
ft'ers^^whi(;h.  at  this  Uie  ^ogr.it  will  ba^ly  Jbe  eiftfoAnl  tint 
1  have  Itrcngth  fuffic^qat  .i]Uautely.t9je;c|i|Wlikifei^ 
Tt}e  fum'tocal  of  thefe  obje^ions  .a<Qa|i|^j$r^tl|fa^  thsi  thv 
Houfe  ftQukla\6ncc  repeat  all- thoGpu^lUet:pM^ptkMBs  -aod 
mpafures  which,  ^fter  an  anxious  vic^rl^ahMtftietditf -ck^^ 
cumflances  of  the  times>  Md  aa/uleqv^i^i.d^^ifiOajQ&Qpcii 
particiilai;',  th^y  tud  thought  projper.tG^ieiy^  Mt  oQl]r»rtilr 
t&e  confent  of  a.yaft  majority  of  tbeic^^i>)f OtlAdjr^' 4Hit  with 
that  of  at  Iea{l  n\m  tenths  of  the  poopler.outrtf  dooca.    Ail' 
t&ofe  wi(e  domeflic  regulations  are  no  Uff-eflelitt^  to  obr 
lecinity  than  the  exertions  of  military  forceu     IstbeiHonfir' 
and  country  prepared  for  Ajch  facrifices,  fucU  fweepiappTCK 
limipartesf     The  honourable  Gentleman  obje(^8  atfo^  ttKrins- 
conduct  of  Minifiers  with  rerpe<£t  to  peerages*    Here^  toov 
he  was,  as  ufual^  general  and  indittinA.    What  is  it  1» 
means  t  Does  be  intend  to  fay  the  prerogative  of  tin  Ciown ; 
to^ create  Peers  ibauld  be  extingui{hed  ^  Hov  does  he  Hmft.'. 
his  objections?   What  exceptions  ,are  they  that  he  makes? 
Does  he  mean  that  no  vacancies  ihould  b^  f^Hed  up,  that  hr 
may  fupply  a  l^rge«arrcarage  when  he  c^ca^s  inu>  power  iit 
thd  way  u^d,  when,  as  he  fays,  **  peerage  was  given  as  an 
honour  ^'    'Till  particulars  are  mentioned*  it  is  iinpoilible 
19  reply  to  fuch  vague  charges^  which  rather  impeach  the 
Conftitution  than  criminate  the  Miniftecs.  Thefe,  however, 
are  the  principal  allegationF,,  for  which  it  is  oonterideil.thar 
Miniiters  deferve  to  be  difmilted  from  their  offices,  in  order 
that  others  more  competent  to  forward  the  natibooal  interefts, 
fhould  ferve  the  public  in  their  ftead.^    If  it^  pafs  the  hiil^ . 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  fays  that  we  ibaUr  Aotiiib/ 
confideredas  tR^  reprefenfatives  of  the  [inimli^  jiiiiiiiilhift 
thereby  fcfme  do'iibt,  ^t,  lca&>  that  we  gi;e.a9t  •jiow>th&£A-^'  * 
ibilfiat  and  yijtuai  repr,efeni;itiv^s  of  ihai;i,^y.  v  I£tar4ioeS::* 
hemskkb  that  aflernop'^ood?  Bcv^ul^e,  be  fays^  (ai^geKai^esi'w: 
ingk'of'the  people  have  ^^^'preflcd^  th^jr  dira(ifK>battiti0o£^ili'» 
bilt*;  'a^Hd'theVeforey  rjF  w^.^o  n,9t  adopt  .tlieir  ojpjwMnni,  hiA2^ 
fers  We  have  i^o/ympatHy,  \yi^hih(;mi>aad:j^ 
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eVef  can  h€  caHed  thdr  rcpreferitativcs.    In  tilt  foil  place,  I 
muft  obferve,  iliat  diefc  meetings  were  oolylieid  in  die  nae- 
iropoUs  i  tfaat  in  other  parts  oi  Ule  ktogdom  no  difiupproba- 
tibn  has  been  exprrfled,  and  tbat  even  in  the  metropolis  itlclf 
the  oppotitton  has  a  good  deaf  fubfided  iince  the  modificiMiom* 
which  have  removed  the  principal  caufes  of  objeAion.     In 
the  next  |rface  1  ftall  never  agree  that  this  Houfe,  as  the 
irprefentatives  cf  the  people,  are  bourid  to  bend  to  every 
partial  and  onfirttkd  opinion  of  that  body.     I  mean  not  to 
defiy  that  we  (bciulri  give  due  weight  to  the  influence  of  pub- 
lic opinion ;  bot  it  never  was  the  principle  of  the  Conftitu- 
tion  that  the  rMiefematives  of  the  people  (bould  fliift  with 
evenf  hreaih-of  poptitar  dcfire.     Nothing  could  be  more  in- 
confiftent  widi  true  wifdom  and  public  Utility^  than  that 
the  legiflators  (bould  be  influenced  by  every  fleeting  and  par- 
tial  expreffion  of  the  public  will.     How  eafy  was  it  in  the 
prefent  czSk,  by  mifreprerentationy  and  an  imperfeA  view  'of 
the  bill  in  its  operation^  to  raife  in  the  firft  inflance  a  popu- 
lar clamour  againfl  it ;  a  general  diflnclination  towards  it 
appeared  in  the  public  meeiings  within  the  metropolis ;  but 
.no  Ax>ner  Was  the  fubjetl  fully  underftood,  and  its  particu- 
lar hardfhips  removed,  thati  it  was  regarded  in  a  very  differ-  ' 
ent  light,  as  appeared  by  the  proceedings  of  the  common- 
ball  in  the  city,  and  other  parts.     The  Gentlemen  oppofite 
to  me  are  ready  enough,  on  all  occafions,  not  only  to  con** 
demn  the  condud  of  his  Majefty's  Mini(lerS|  but  alfo  tp 
make  the  public  a  party  to  their  caufe.     I  have  not  only  a 
right  to  confider  them  as  prejudiced '  in  this  refped^  but, 
from  freijuent  experience,   erroneous  alfo;    for  in.  many 
cafes  where  they  have  as  loudly  maintained  the  public  opi<- 
nion  was  with  them,  on  a  fair  enquiry,  where  fx^cafion  of* 
fered,  we  have  found  the  hA  to  be  diredly  the  reverfe.    Is 
it  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  a  heavy  and  general  tax  can* 
inthefirft  inflance,  be  popular?    And,  on  the  contrary,  it 
ever  muft  be  the  eafieil  of  all  things,  by  artifice  and  mifre- 
prefeBtadon  to  raife  a  clamour  againft  any  fuch  meafure  on 
its  £ffftJ>reaking  upon -the  public  mind.    It  is  hardly  polfible 
for  fiicfa  tax  to  be  popular  and  cheerfully  received ;  all  taxc$ 
are  necei&rily  hardihips,  and  muft  be  fubmitted  to,  not 
from  pbafttre,  but  a  (enfe  of  public  duty.    And  I  hope 
wiHi  <;onfidence  tbat  this  tax  will  be  fo  received  by  the  good 
fenfe  and  fottilvde  of  the  people ;  and  that  when  tt  comes 
explained  and  an«^jnded,  they  will  fubmit  to  the  facriices  it 
en|oiBs»  as  a, meafure  of  urgent  neceflity,  under  circum^ 
•      V^Ol*.  I.  179S.  4 1  ftances 
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ftaficel  of  the  foi6(l  feTcre  trial  that  this  natiop  ^er  expcri- 
cncfidl'  Tt  ddfeiffloti:  however,  etrtcT  {mt>  my  ideas  of  puMk 
dlily^'ih^'  the  Legiflature  (hottld  confblt  the  popuUi*  oplnioa 
^  A«  ex p^ntecw  public' fafety.     There  mtis  orte   part  of 
the  right  honourahk  Gentleman's  Tpeech  thaf  I  am  impelled 
to  notice,'  frdtri  the  extratirdinary  reqtieft  rt  contained.     He 
adtnitted'khefgreift  ufe  of  unanimity^,  and  ailowicd,  that  i& 
this  critfeal  period  in  particular,  it  ^vas  highly  defirabfe. 
Thembdt,  however,  in  which  he  means  to  obtain  it  is,  id 
my  dpiriion,  fomewhat  fingular.    He  fays,  we  the  miao- 
-  rity,  conceiving  ourfclvcs  ri^tj  will  not  yield  to  you,  the 
majbtity,  btit-,  as  unanimity  is  defiHible,  you  fhould  od- 
dbbbtdfiy-comc  over  to  our  opinion.     So  that  the  ttajorltj 
are  thUs' called  upon  at  once  to  fotego  their  optnibns,  thoo|ji 
adopted  ftfter  long  and  frequent  debate,  and  to  tread  bad 
all  th^iV'ftifps,  and  admit  themfelves  to  be  wrong  altboi^ 
they  kticw  themfelves  to  be  right.     This  was  the  reafonaUe 
reqiieft'  His  arguments  conveyed ;  and  we  were  tdd  ttot  a 
zealous  unintmity  was  to  be  eXpefied  on  no  other  trrBis. 
In  like  manner  he  requires  us  to  poftpone  the  bill  inckfiiaiidL 
though  artfing  from  urgent  necefTity,  and  calculated  for  fe- 
cnrity  and  defence,  until  he  <hall  in  his  good  tiipe  retmniv 
his  parliamematy  duty,  and,  as  occafion  fuits,  unfold  to  ov 
view,  for  feparate  difcufllon,  all  the  parts  of  that  ra£cal 
change  in  our  fyftem  he  proje£ls.     As  to  the  principles  d 
individual  candu£l  in  this  Houfe,  it  is  not  now  a  geocs^ 
qneftion  of  how  far  a  member  is  authori&rd  to  feccde  ham 
h\9  attendance  ;  but,  in  my  opinion,  that  virtual  reprefenii* 
tion',  of  which  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  is  fo  food, 
cannot  be  more  completely  violated  than  by  a  dereli&ioo  of 
duty,  particularly  in  a  moment  of  imminent  danger  to  tlic 
country.     And  this  is  doubtlefs  aggravated  if  it  {hould  be 
^lone  with  a  view  of  depreciating  the  body  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  and  to  alienate  iheaffediions  of  the  people;  from  it 
I  can  hardly  conceive  how  a  man  can  a&  in  gro(^r  ?iola- 
lion  of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  parliament  than  by  (bcb  t 
cohdudl. '  Much  of  the  fad,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  muft   be  caU 
leded  from  attendant  clrcumftances.     I  (hall  not  now  in* 
quire  by  what  motives  thofe  Gentlemen  a£ted  (Mr,  Biukt 
and  others),  alluded  to  by  the  right  koooarabic  Geatlpmnf 
who  fecrded  in'  the  Americao  war;  but  I  reooUeft  tfaatids 
own  feoeflion  v^s  announced  alter  the  motion  andtt  kf.im 
honouiablc  Gentleman  (Mr,-  Grey)  Air  Ffi-iiameni        ^ 
fym'^  ain)  that,,  in^  iko  ^oMr&  of  ihar  debate,  thei 
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nourable  Gentleman  faid,   that  unlefs  the  nu^afqres  WBre 
adopTcdl,   the  Houfe  would  not  be  any  longer  ifititli^d  to 
the  rcfpc£l  of   th^   peQple  out  of  doors.  .   A^.tcf  the.g^- 
neral  principle,  nothing  can  he  more  certain  .tha»n.tbat  iit  i^ 
a  violation  of  duty  to  deferti^.poft  committed  to  opi^^s^cit^iKgrp 
ai^  that  in  exad  proportion  to  the  danger  of  thpfi?  for. (VrJ^om 
we  undertake  the  charge  it  increafes.   Nowit  di44a  happej^ 
that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  , would  i>Q^i.,i|P  hU 
whole  political  career;  havr  chofcn  a  moo^^t  of-  fc^Sjfion 
more  encompaffed  witli  dagger  than  the  ox»  ipi  w)vi(;h  .h« 
adually  did  fecede.     The. motive,.   th^ceCoce^ .  i^ a!r  ,l^eft 
fufpicioust   and   declining  to  attend  under  fuch  ^iPCt^m- 
ibnces^  led  at  lead  to  inquiry,  whether  by.  kespiog. .away' 
he  fought  opportunities  to   effeA  that,    by   inflaming,  th«t 
people  without  thefe  walls^  which  n'l  exertion  f)f  hi^.'in- 
leiits  could  atchleve  within*    He  retired  jn(l  as  thi^  ratieoiir 
of  our  enemy  became  mod  inveterate,  and  exclufively  d>« 
reded  to  this  country  ;  and  when  the  manifwdation  pf  xbcl^. 
malice  called  forth  the  fpirit  and  zeal  of  all  clafles  to  fui,pport 
our  national  independence  and  honour.    Jud  at  this  jon^urc 
it  was  that  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  thought  proper  to 
retire.  On  what  ground  is  it  that  Gentlemen  oppofc  this  Bill  ? 
Do  they  deny  the  danger  that  furrounds  us  ?   Do  they  main- 
tain that  exertion  is  not  neccffary  ?   That  it  can  be  fufpcndc<J 
.  with  fafety  ?  No ;  they  do  not  attempt  to  do  either ;  but,  as 
the  means  of  obtaining  their  own  objcfts,  they  3re  wilHnj^  to 
rifk  the  honour,  welfare,  and  exidence  of  the  country,     Tlie 
Tight  honoarable  Gentleman  had  aflcrtcd  h\%  right  to  feced^j^ 
on  his  own  motives  of  expediency,  and,  of  coutfe,  thofe  who* 
furround  him  will  not  objc<^  if  I  take  their  judification  on  the 
fame  principle ;  but  the  right  honourable  Gentleman,  it  feems, 
ifeta'ms  his  oprnion  of  that  expediency,  and  only  now  appears 
ift  the  particular  injunfHon  of  his  condiments  to  defijrig  their 
fccal  intcreft.     How  comes  it,  th^ii,  that  he  appears  To  fur- 
rounded  widr  frieYids,  who,  addptihg  Kis  principle  of  fecefSon, 
hare  hot,  in  the  defire  of  their  condituents,  the  fame  motrve 
for  his  particular  exception.  Can  any  thing  ftieW  Jo  a'uronger 
Jight  the  blind  acqtiiefcenCe  of  pcrty  zeal,  whe'rt,'in  defiance 
of  every  avowed  pririciple  of  their  ptrhlic  conduift,  they  now 
attend'  to  add  teth*  fj^cndour  df  their  leader's  ent^y.     fTh^i  e 
is  one  poiot  in  iheOanftitDtioh  af 'this  coitniry  in ;whit*h  dif-* 
ferancB  of  cpiT>ton  arifee^  namely v  te>n6efning  the  mttro^lons 
of .conftitucms  to^thehr  rcprefct*ratV^«.  Srjme  ihfnlt  themWv^V 
howfidtaobcy  thefti,  whanrverM4\#?"r.  ittdiWdoalhpihfelrt  mny 
be'<£r)^tile  fobjcft.    'Gibers  tl»in king' iti^f©  indruftioftS  intrtlcd' 
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iSo  th^ir  i^ljpcdr  yet  foUow  the  diSkates  of  their  own  Oeofeicpcci- 
Of  «hi&.laitier  da($.the  right  honourabte  Gentleman  fmifefib 
hi^elfto-bo.  According, ,  tliereforC)  to  his  own  admilEoii, 
h»  now  atlpads  in  fpite  ofhisown  opinion  of  the  expediencj  a£ 
fecDffiQiH  ^  diicuis  the  local  intereft  of  his  conftituents-  Ht, 
nrfenH^UfS)  declined  attending  in  that  (bge  of  the  IM,  in 

.  whif^  alpne  be  could  be  of  fervicc  in  thai;  particnlar,  by  pn> 
fi&fing''rcUc&  for  tbe  particular  hardihq[ift  his  conlbtaents  natgbt 
itiftlift;  aod  nowy  without  noticing  the  modifications  made, 
bc'i^ieds  to.othn-paiticularsi  without  fuggefting  «>r  joboviq^ 
any.'Mnady.    He  came  here  to oppofe  its  &al  and  partial  ef* 

.  ft^4  yet  indulges  only  in  a  general  atid  indifcriminate  oppofi- 
tmti  to  it;  and  ptofeffing  to  comp  for  the  exprefs  parpofecf 
diii)U0n)g  Uiis  bill,  he  introduces  erery  topic  that  has  bmi  de- 
dikd.  during  the  long  period  of  bis  abfence.  The  Hoofe  moft 
ib^veifisyf  decide  in  what  ^irit,  and  for  what  real  porpofe  be 
attj^nd^'  jNotbing  tbat  he  has  faid  can  be  underflood  as  touch* 
ifig'ilV^ny  degree  the  queftion  now  before  us.  He  may^  in* 
d^edv.he  (aid  to  itproach  his  Mijefty's  MintfteiSy  but  can 
with  Qo  propriety  be  faid  to  fpeak  to  tbe  fubjed  fer  whidi  bis 
ConiUtuents  dipe^ed  bim  to  attend.  With  refped  to  mioy 
objections  urged  in  the  courfe  of  the  dehBte»  I  iiiuA  Ciy  in  p- 
R^al,  dmt  ii  Gentlemen  had  attended  in  the  proper  ib^  of 
ihe  biil>  they  would  have  heard  them  anfwered.  It  is  not  tbat 
the  o^)e£lioni.are  unanfwerable»  but  they  have  not  heard  tbt 
anfwers  tbat  have  been  given  by  neglecting  lo  attend  when  it 
was  their  duty  to  be.preicnt.  Upon  the  oucftioo  of  a  pal 
and  unt&fuai  exertion,  no  doubt  h  made ;  all  agree  that  It  isiii- 
^ifpenfaUe.  Now,  if  this  is  to  be  made,  the  next  inquiry  is» 
in  wbatinanner  is  it  to  be  done  i  From  whence  arifis  diisibr 
<^dary  queftion;  Whether  it  is  lo  be  done  in  the  ofual  mode 
of  ralfing  fuppliest  or  by  raifing  a  conCderable  proportion  of 
the  fum  requifite  for  the  curreirt  fervices  within  the  year^ 
Upon  this  latter  quefiion  the  right  honourable  Gentleinaft 
(Mr;  Fob). is  dnbious ;  his  right  moourable  Friend  (.Mr.  She* 
ridan)  thinks  that «  fnm  ihould  be  raifed  -by  a  great  exertion 
within  the  year.  There  is  one  objection  to  tbe  prefeot  plan 
not  cafily  to  Cfmprchend^  namely,  that  by  this  mode  of  exer* 
tion  I  only  relieve^Socks  fo  as  zSkSt  a  few  particular  fnends 
of  Minifters ;  for  the -old  (lockholders,  who  bought  in  beface 
the  warf  it  is'faid>  cannot  be  hurt^  inafatKh-asfiicDf  otanifcft 
an  intention  of  Ustainingr  their  capital  and  reotfive  the  fame  in* 
tereOk  ;Thrreibre.no.d^eciatton«f  ihe  funds  can  aiB^  tbcm* 
This,  bowGivcr^  is  a  very  fallacious  and  dei^ive  vtewrisf  A^ 
fubje£k ;  for.  property,  the  nature  of  which,  is  mm 
mud  always  depend  Qn  the  value  of  that  tnmafer#>^ j 
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thing  0  prevent  the  depreciation  of  2oo,ooo,oo6l.  lo  capital,  or 
can  that  be  (aid  to  aiFea  oiily  a  few  particular  friends  of  a  Mt- 
niftcr  ?  If  further  loans  are  to  be  made  for  the  pubtie  (ertice» 
!s  It  of  no  confequence  whether  the  funds  are  at!  40  dr^ifi  per 
cent  ?  Does  it  make  no  difference  whether  mon^f  h  tKirroweJ 
for  the  public  at  4,  5,  or  6  ^r  ecnt  ?  Has  the  pnce  of  Adcks 
no  eflba  on  commerce  and  sericulture  if  they  f;^l  below  ascer- 
tain point?  According  to  tjiis  plan  it  is  not  prop^y^thttt  is  di* 
refUy  taxed^  bu^  expenditure  is  made  tlie  criterion  of  iinoome 
in  its  application.  I  admit  that  fome  jnequafitie$  Will  fak!  fiMind ; 
but  fo  there  mud  in  every  plan  of  railing  a  confidepible^m 
within  the  year,  and  this  only  forms  an  objeAion  toithe  plan 
in  cafe  it  can  Ire  Chewti  that  the  fame  fum  cati '  be '^iftd  by 
means  Icfs  partial  and  irregular.  There  h^ve  been  inftarnices 
of  largefums.  raifedf  withii\  the  year,  but  in  no  jrtdbnde  by 
means  lefs  lialile  to  the  olyeAion  of  irrcgulart^y.  On  th«  #bole 
the  Houfe  will  decide  whether  they  will,  und<*f  the  jMn^fent 
circumdances  of  the  country,  make  a  great  ant|  umrfVi^r^xer- 
tion  to  refid.the  enemy,  or  whether,  on  thdargumunt^  they 
have  heard,  fufpend  all  defenfive  precautions^  and  k^  the 
country  open  to  the  ruinous  projei^^' of  an  hifolentand  ever- 
bearing enemy.  Notwithftanding  the  right  honourable  Gen- 
tleman has  intimated  his  intention  to  perfevcre  in  his  retire* 
ment,  I  leave  this  queftion  to  the  Houfe,  in  fait  confidence 
that  they  will  decide  on  this,  and  every  6(het  occsfion,  fo  as> 
moft-cffeflually  to  fupportthe  itidepend^tce  and  permanent 
intereft  of  the  country. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  Fox,  Df,  Lawrence,  ^nd 
Mr.  Sheridan,  the  Houfe  divided  on  the  Amendmfettt : 

For  It  75 — Againft  ir  202.  .  *^ 

The  original  motion  was  then  put,  and  the  Jfoufe  again 
divided  :  Ayes  196 — Noes'*]  i.  Adjourned  at  a  qUattfer  p|ft  5. 
JLIST  OF  THE  MINORITV,  '    . 
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HOUSE  OF  commons- 
Thursday,  Jm.  5. 

Mr.  7)emeyrqlk^  according  to  his  noticCi  toaioTeibr  ^Gooi* 
mitteeof  ways  aod  means. 

The  CbanctU&r  of  tht  Exchequer  wiftied  to  know  wbetber  rt 
was  the  honounibltt  Gendeman's  intention  tobringforward  die 
itiotion,  of  which  he  had  frivta  an  intimation  on  a  rormer  ni^t? 
If  fo,  he  hoped  the  Houfe  would  confider  that  this  day  was  ap- 
propriated to  the  further  confideration  of  the  bill  which  was  dif> 
cttfled  and  read  a  third  time  yefterday.  And  t^  the  moboo  of  . 
the  honoi^rable:  Gentkman  cotiid  in  no  fort  be  made  a  pait  of ; 
the  bill,  the  Houfe  woftld  agree  with  him  that  the  Committee 
of  wm  and  nieans  (hould  at  leaft  be  poftponed ;  he  therrfbre 
oppoied  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair. 

Mv^^emey  £iid»b^  thought  be  had  been  already  fuAdeodr' 
explicit.  He  would  now  ftate,  beyond  the  poffibiliry  of  being 
mifunderftood>  that  the  objed  of  his  tkiotion  wai  to  repeal  alMaiKS 
which,  exempted  tbp  Royal  Family  from  payin}»;taJC^-and'Cir 
this  purpofe  the  prefent  moipent  was  of  ali  ortiers  the  moft  pi»- 
per«.  For  it^Wias  ^j^fsdient  that  when  this  biH^Went  fetlh  f  * 
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i^\       the  world,  it  fluxild  carry  along  with  it  the  pro^peSt  isf^a  uni- 

verfal  participation  in  the  difficalties  and  burthens  it  would  oc-  , 

?  cafion»  and  for  this  reafon  he  would  periift  in  ir.'    Hcflidit 

^^        would  produce  no  delay,  for  its  tendency  was  dbvibas,  and  it 

'^       ipoke  home  to  men's  hearts.    As  this  was  a  time  of  mrfcon- 

^         ilru<5lion  and  mifrcpi'efcntation,  he  thouglit  that  few  obferva^  ' 

s  tions  fliould  be  made,  and  that  a  (ilent  vote  would  be  mcXi  pru« 

xz         dent  and  decorotis ;  and  he  hoped  the  Right  honourable  Gen* 

tletnan  would  be  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  teave  the  matrertpthe 

unbiafled  judgment  of  the  Houfc.  '    ,      v.  - . 

|t  -  Mr«  Secretary  Dundas  faid,  the  honourable  Geii^enaaA's  dif- 

^^        clofure  made  refiftaiKie  to  the  Speakei^s  leaving  tlii;  .chair  more 

neceflary .     When  the  ciaufes  alluded  to  were  intitoduced  into 

"^        tax  bills,  it  was  not  for  the  value  of  the  fum,  bdt  as  a*  tnark  of 

\         refpcft  to  the  Sovereign,  and  in  that  point  of  view^it  ought  not 

'~J^         to  be  difcontinued — ^for  any  other  reafons  he  had  nadocuraenu 

f  before  them  ;  if  there  were  any  they  might  be  taken  into  confi- 

B.  deration  on  a  future  day,  and  if  the  motion  were  acceded  to,  it 

^  could  not  be  incorporated  in  the  prefent  bill. 

***  Mr.  Tterncy  faid,  he.  did  not  mean  it  (bould  be  incorporated 

in  the  prefent  bill — he  meant  it  merely  to  fpeak  to  the  world 

that  the  Royal  Family  partook  in  th(?  burthens  of  the  people; 

and  whether  that  voice  was  conveyed  in  one  form  or  another  was 

of  little  importance ;  at  a  time  a  new  mode  of  taxation  was 

adopted  he  mud  exprefs  Wi%  furprife  that  his  motion  (hould  be 

obje£led  to  as  a  deviation  from  form — [Mr.  Tiemey  was,  called 

to  order  by  the  Speaker.]  ' 

^:  Mr  Wdber force  objedted  to  the  meafure  as  infidious*;  to  his 

knowledge  in  remote  parts  of  the  country  inflammatory  papers 

^^       were  circulated,  and  he  faw  fomething  congenial  tothem  in  tlie 

•^       obje<^  of  the  prefent  motion--Jie  pronounced  an  eulogi  u  m  on  the 

"^'     'Monarchy,  and  pointed  out  the  propriety  of  preferving  its  fplen«« 

^^t       dour  and  dignity. 

.1^1  Mr.  Sm3y  fupponed  the  motion  ;  he  faid  it  would  renfcr  the 

^^       bill  more  paktable,  atid  wouM  hav^  that  eflbd^  Hfe  agreed  with 
*^,:       Mr*  jVitbcrfwci  that  the  Monarchfy  oiight  to  b6  fupported  iit 
\m       dignity,  but  in  times  like  the  prefent,  a  facfifict  of  fpiendour 
l^#       miftht  tend  to  its  (hbility.  ..      ■ 

'  Mr.  Pfde  Carew  thought  this  a  flningc  m^ion-  for  ?  thati  to 

.  j^       bring  forward,  who  ht*d  fo  lately  ftfpported  ^'e  hetcflity  of 
Jl^^       fpiendour  in  the  fitting  Judges,     I'he  fubjedt  hald  fft  fift*  been 
"^j       alreafly  decitjcd,  for  in  1791  there  was  an  enquiry  into  the  ftat^ 
^M«^^      of  ttie  civil  lift, and  an  addition  made  to  it. 
i7^  Mr.  A1arHn^{sMi  chat  the  peculiar  hardlbip  oP'the  prefent 

!lrf      timeS)  vvi)lch  had  ^^^n  dated  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  bill 
^  \  for 
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for  increafing  the  AScSed  taxes,  applied  with  doaUe  fiircc  ip 
fiivour  of  the  motion  then  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  Huholls  faid,  that  as  all  taxes  before  were  on  confamf^- 
tioo,  the  Royal  Family  contrihuted  by  their  confucnptton,  hut 
this  was  a  quite  new  kind  of  taxation  ;  he  was  for  raaintaining 
thejblcndoor  of  the  Crown,  but  was  fior  the  motion. 

Tlte  Hottfe  divii]ed« 

jtycs  (For  Mr  Tierney's  motion)  ^       *—  ^ 

Jiocs  —  — .  _  57 

Majortty  —  48 

ASSESSED   TAXES   BILL, 

On  the  queftion  **  that  the  Houfe  do  proceed  further  in  the- 
third  reading  of  the  fame," 

Mr.  Ticmey  took  occafion  to  potice  the  declaratioii  made  by 
his  MajeQy  to  Parliament,  *'  that  he  would  make  a  comtnoa 
taufe  with  his  People,''  &c.  It  now  happened  that  he  wai 
made  by  his  Minifters  to  fay  one  thing,  and  aS  differently. 
His  Majefty's  People  were  to  be  offered  up  as  facrifices  by  the 
ptefent  bill,  while  that  Great  Perfonage  who  was  made  to  de* 
clare  that  he  wouU  rife  or  fall  with  them,  was  to  be  wholly 
exemp  from  its  operation.-  If  his  motion  had  been  agreed  to  it 
would  hare  had  greater  e£k£t  in  counteraSing  the  maehina* 
tions  faid  to  be  praAifed  by  difaflPeSed  peifons,  than  all  the 
laws  that  had  been  e|ia£led  againft  them.  His  Majefty  would 
thus  remoye  the  ftings  that  might  be  lurking  in  the  breails  of 
any  peribns;  This  w^s  to  hiifi  an  additional  reafon  for  oppof- 
ing  die  biU.  That  while  the  -whole  principle  of  taxation  was 
yeverfed  with  regard  to  the  People,  who  would  be  thus  bur* 
tbened  and  d^nnkd,  the  Crown  was  to  contribute  nothing  for 
its  own  defence* 

Mr.  I'orfc  condemned  the  condu6l  of  Mr.  Tierncy  in  ex"- 
pieffing  btmfelf  in  the  manner  he  did  of  his  Majefty,  as  highly 
jiiifchtevous :  when  he  was  called  to  order  by  Mn  Ticroey, 
w4i6  faid,  that  ^eij  Gentleman  muft  hare  underftood  him  to 
allude  to  his  Majefty 's  Minifters,  and  not  to  have  dirovim  the 
flighted  imputation  on  the  Royal  Perfonaees  in  queftion.  Mr, 
Yorke  replied,  that  the  honourable  Genikn^an's  fpeeqh  went 
tormabe^e  Bsople  believe,-  that  the  Hovife  wanted  to  fcveen 
hia^MajeAy  in  an  improper  (panner. 

Mr.  H,  Tihotm^it  (poke  againd  Mr.  Tiemey^s  throwing  dif<- 
^culries  in-the  way  of  the  bill,  then  before  the  Houfe.         ■'' 

^r..Ji^i^#i/arc^<deptec»red  the  expi^^oa  tliat  the  f^XIfgh 
Vrerc  to  be  macle  faprifices  by^ie  bUI.  • 
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,  Mr.  37fr«tf;^  cxpUincd. 

Mr.  fP.  Smith  fatd  be  always  widied  ro  (tt  thet^j^Jn  slskI 
dignity  of  the  Crown  fupportcd  by  a  fuitable  provifM;)!).  ^^Al-* 
though  a  million  a  year  wo9  appropriated  to  the  CiVit  Lift,  y^t 
not  above  a  tenth  of  th«t  fum  was  applied  to  the  prLvat;^  e^* 
pences  of  his  Majefty.  He  then  procdeded  to  make  J^Mjl^ob** 
fcrvations  on  Gentlemen  withdrawing  from  Parliameflf)  vyhkh 
called  up.  ' 

Mr.  Dundas^  who  faid  that  no  Member  had  a  right  to  fajr, 
that  be  would  abfent  himfcif  from  thit  Houfc.  That  they 
were  all,  from  the  moment  tfcey  were  returned  to  Parliaments 
under  the  orders  of  that  Houfc ;  and  the  Houfe  could,  if  it 
chofc,  make  them  fit  there  frorh  four  in  the  afternoon,  till 
twelve  at  night.  * 

Mr.  Martin  faid,  that  from  the  wifii  he  had  to  attend  his 
duty  in  Parliament,  be  fat  in  his  place  trll  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  being  quite  exhauded,  he  felt  himfelf  joftified' 
in  retiring. 

Mr.  Serjeant  jlJalr  wifhed  that  this  defultory  converfatioa 
n()ight  be  put  an  end  to,  and  that  the  Houfe  fhouid  proceed  to. 
the  que  ft  ion  he  fore  it. 

The  Houfe  then  entered  on  the  further  confidctatioti  of  thjp 
bill,  when  fevcral  claufcs  were  propofed  by  \\\q  Cba^elloi'  of 
the  Exchequer^  as  riders  to  the  bill.  The  chief  of  thefe  wcr^ 
a  claufc,  than  perfona  afTefled  to 'the  new  rates  (bould  be  per^' 
mined  from  the  fifth  to  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  April  next,. to 
appeal  againft  the  amount  of  the  old  afleflment.^  A  claufe  to 
make  tlij?  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  or  Depoty  Governor 
of  the  Bank,  upon  the  prompt  p«^tiM:nt  of  money  to  bp  .rai&d 
by  the  bill  into  the  Bank,  anfwer  inftead  of  a  leceipt.  £^ 
claufe  for  allowing  perfons. a  difcount  on  prompt  payment  into 
the  Bank.  Another  claufe  providing,  that  do  more,  than  once 
the  amount  pf  the  old  duty  fbouUl  belaid  on  any  addtonal  car- 
riages which  perfons  might  begin  to  ufe  after  thf  puffing  ^f  fhe 
prefent  A£t«  ,  A  claufe  tocxcippt;  f^c^.the  bill  aU  cbain^r^ 
apfl  ap^rtcnepts  In  hofp^als,  occHpie4.  bj  pe^fq^S  ^Qiir.chMita^. 
purpofes*  .     r  •  .    :  , 

Thc^bb^^eo^^t  ui  favour  of  perfpc^  hAV]ra}9mp,t))^  ^m 

chiWrcn  i*;^xt«;nd«;4  to.all  tUflfes    ;  ,.  .   :•  r 

Mr.  Lkyii.  gayo  qptip^,  that  *fier  ti^A^^^jjljjq^  Jip  ;(]1^^ 

move  for  a  redu£lioQ  in  the  fees.,  cjf  ibfcTelitr^  of.  the  |^|b^l^ 

q^W,«WMJ^^h«ri^nft^^rfs.,      ,»  .     .    \  ,  ^  ,.v      : 

Alio  lafUy:,  dK;CbanQQlIorof  the  Exchequer  .brought  ujp,a 

clauie  to  prqv^nt  .^v^(ioos  as  ^o  tb^fip  bouics^  ihe  oCca^\ctji  ot 
Vol.  I.  17 J.  4K  .    ,.  whict 
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which  might  claim  an  exemption  under  pretence  of  letting 
lodgings.  It-provided,  that  no  houfe  (honld  come  under  this 
deici'iptioit,  unlefs  on  an  appeal  it  appeared,  that  a  part  of  it 
had  been  let  out  in  lodgings^^  or  advertifed  to  be  let  in  the 
courfe  of  the  yeat  preceding  the  time  of  making  fuch  appeaL 
All  thefc  claufes  were  agreed  to. 

Sir  Charles  Bunbury  prefented  a  claufc  for  the  relief  of  coun- 
try gentlemen  of  moderate  incomes,  but  who  were  obliged  to 
fupport  a  certain  rank  in  life.  That  thofe  who  inhabited  only 
one  hpqie  -not  being  in,  or  adjacent  to  any  market  town  or 
cix;y,  ^nd  wbo  already  paid  above  25L  a  year  for  their  fervnni^, 
horfi^Si  *^d  cfirriages,  fhould  p^y  no  greater  additional  aflfelT* 
mcnt  fqr  their  houfe  than  if  it  contained  no  more  than  forty 
window**-*- Adopted. 

A  claufe  was  alfo  adopted  to  exempt  taxed  carts. 
.  The  Chancfllor  of  the  Exchequer  (aid,  it  would  lie  neceflary 
tp  revife  the  laws  relating  to  taxed  carts,  by  a  feparate  hSi^ 
a$  many  Gentlemen  evaded  the  duty  on  two-wheeled  carriages, 
by  their  being  rated  as  taxed  carts. 

A  Mentha-  gave  notice,  that  after  the  reccfs  he  would  bring 
forward  a  motion  tp  that  efie£i. 

On  th^  fuggeflion  of  Mr.  fFigley^  the  Chancellw  of  the  Ex- 
chequer copfcnted  to  change  the  loth  of  Odober  to  the  id  of 
November,  being  the  day  before  which  pcrfons  who  had  laid 
afide  their  carriages  and  horfes.  fhooid  not  be  liable  to  the 
new  duty. 

The  hill  being  gone  through  was  pafled. 

At  t\yclve  p'clock  tlie  Houfe  adjourned  till  Thurfday. 


*  HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Saturday,  Jan,  6. 

ASSESSED  TAXES    BILL. 

The  ChancfUor  of  the  Exchequer,  attended  by  feveral  mem- 
bets,  prefented  this  bill  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which 
srfter  the  dej^uiGition  had  withdrawn,  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Lord  Grenville,  read  a  firft  time. 

-  Lofd<5/v«v/fc  then  moved,  that  a  fufficient  number  of 
«t>pies  of  th&  bill,  for  the  life  of  their  Lordfliips,  be  printed, 
which  was  ordered  accordingly. 

Lord  Grenville  gave  notice  that  on  Nf  onday  next  he  would 
move  that  the  bill  be  read  a  fecotid  time  on  the  following 
day. 

The 
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T*hc  various  bills  before  the  Houfe  were  then  difpofed  of 

in  their  rcfpeaive  ftages ;  among  thefc  was  Fozard's  Drrorcc 

bilU  which  was  read  a, third  time  and  paiTed. 
Adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  DF  LORDS. 
Monday,   Jan.  8.   - 

Heard  couhfel  in  an  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Sefflon,  \xt 
Scotland,  in  which  William  Smith,  William  Dry  (Hal  of  the 
Turf  Coffec-hpufe,  William  Dumbrech  of  theHoteT,  Jamei 
Robertfon,  John  Hay,  afnd  Johh  Mackey,  chaifc-hiws  arid 
poft-mafters,  ih  Edinburgh,  were  appellants,  and  Wiltlkni 
Scot,  Procurator  Fifcal,  was  rcfpondent. 

The  appellants  had  combined  together,  and  agreed  that 
tliey  would  not  let  out  any  chaife  for  Icfs  thanfourteen-pience^ 
per  mile  This  being  complained  of  before  th6  Juflic^s,  the; 
combination  was  declared  illegal  atid  unwarrantable.  It  was 
afterwards  brought  before  the  Court  of  Seflion,  the  dccidon 
of  which  was  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Tuftices. 

Upon  which  the  parties  appealed  to  the  Hotife  of  Lords, 
and  their  Lordfliips  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of 
Seflion. 

ASSESSEP  TAXES  BILL. 

In  the  abfence  of  Lord  Grenviile^  Lord  fValfmghwt 
moved,  that  the  Afletrcd  Taxes  bill  be  read  a  fccond  time  the 
next  day,  and  that  their  Lordlhips  be  fummoned  o'n  the  oc« 
cafion. — Ordered. 

Read  the  bills  upon  the  table. — ^iVdjourned* 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tuesday,  Jan.  9,     .    . 

Lord  Perth  (late  James  Druaimond,  Er<|.)  was  introdoaed 
!o  the  ufuai  form,  fworn,  and.  took  his  leat :  his  fuppoilers* 
vrere  Lords  Walfingham  and  Fife. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  Supplementary  Militia  to  ehKft  ih 
his  Majefty*s  regular  fervice,  pailed  a  Committde  ^of  th^ 
whole  Houfe. 

ASSESSED    TAXES    BI^L. 

Lord  GrenviHe  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  for  tbis 
bill  being  read  a  fecond  time,  be  read,  {t  was  read  accord- 
ingly, and  the  bill  \¥as  read  a  fecond  time. 

4  K  ?l  Lord 
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]i,ori  Grernjille  moved  that  the  bill  be  conornittcd,  but  aw 
a  orcKnirnary,  dcfircd  that  the  joint  and  unanimous  addrcfs 
ot  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament  to  his  Majefty  on  the  15th  of 
Nevcmber  laf^i  be  read  : 

That  part' of  the  addrefs  being  read  in  which  the  two 
Houfeis  ftate— "  we  know  that  great  exertions  arc  ncceflary ; 
wc  are  prepared  to  make  therft,  and  to  ftand  or  fall  whhthc 
law  J  religion,  &:c*  of  this  coDntry,-*  &c. 

I^ord  Grtmille  Uien  faid,  he  did  not  wlfh  to  detain  thcit 
tordihrps  to  hear  the  whole  of  the  addrefs  read,  and  ihere- 
fore  he  had  dcfired  that  only  part  of  it  (hould  be  read :  from 
X\\^i  part,  t^owcver,  it  appeared  to  the  Houfe,  that  their 
Lorddiips  had  carried  to  the  foot  of  the  throne  a  folemn 
pledge  to  Tup  port  his  Majefty  in  the  profecution  of  the  wax, 
a^ainSl  an  implacable  enemy,  till  by  the  vigorous  exertions 
f.r  ri ^  wKr^Te  nntion  the  conteft  fliould  happily  be  brought  to 
a  termination,  in  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  permanent  peace. 
The  fentiments  exprelfed  ih  that  addrefs  were  the  foundation 
of  the  till  before  their  Lordfhips.  By  that  bill  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  had  commenced  a  meafure  that  was  agreeable  to 
the  fentiiiient  of  the  addrefs,  and  they  now  invited  their 
t(Qrd(hips  concurrency  in  that  meafure.  This  was  a  bill  to 
raifeva  large  fupply  within  the  year.  It  was  a  bill  by  which 
the  poor  were  wholly  exempted  from  any  burden  whatever. 
It  would  fall  comparatively  light  on  the  middling clafs  of  fo- 
Ciety,  and  none  but  the  rich  were  called  upon  to  contribute 
largely.  That  was  the  higheft  clafs  of  fociety,  and  that  daft 
lie  had  no\y  the  honqir  of  addreffing.  He  knew  their  JLord- 
fhips  would  feel  it  fo,  and  he  was  confident  that  this  was,  to 
meri  of  their  integrity,  honour,  and  patriotifm,  quite  fuffi- 
cient,  and  indeed  the  heft  recommendation  to  the  motion 
with  which  he  (hbiild  have  the  honour  of  concluding,  viz. 
That  this  hill  be  committed. 

Lord  Carrngton  faid,  he  felt  ftrongly  at  this  important 
crifis,  the  necellity  of  making  a  great  effort  to  preveni  too 
heavy  an  addition  to  the  funded  debt  of  the  country.  That 
could  only  be  done  by  raifmg  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fup- 
plies  of  the  year  by  dire<Sl  contribution  ;  and  no  plan  effediud 
tor  that  purpofe  could  be  propofed,  which  would  no*  iheet 
with  his  hearty  fupport.  If  he  objcfled  to  the  bill  before 
their  Lordfhlps,  it  was  becaufe  the  meafure  was  not  diredx>r 
i^rong  enough  fdr  the  exigency  of  the  times.  The  ohjed  cf 
/  it  was  alax*\lpOptlTe  income  of  each  individual,  througii^ 
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snedhnn  ofbiserpdfiditure^  to.be  levied  by  the  criterion  or' 
hi$  aflefled^taxes*   With  great  deference  to  the  opinion  of 
other  noble  Lords,  who  might. be  better  qualiiied  to  judge,  hi 
quedioned  whether  it  would  not  have  been  wifer  to  hate  gone 
dire£lly  to  income,  rather  than  to  have  taken  a  criterion  Whi^h 
cannot  alyrays  be  a  jufl  exponent  of  it.    Expenditure^  is  fel*- 
dom  a  precife  teft  ot  income.     In  this  free  and  happy  coun- 
try, in  which  afRuence  is  fo  generally  diffufed,  man^  perfonf 
ot  large  fortunes  live  in  privacy,  more  perhaps  fcoih  the 
natural  chara^er  of  EngUibmen,  which  generally  prefers, 
comfort  to  magnificence,  .than  from  any  defire  of .  hoArding. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  arc  many  in  the  higher  ranks  bti 
whom  that  particular  part  of  their  expenditure  fubjcft  td  tax- 
ation by  aflelTmcnt,  fuch  as  houfes,  fervants,  carriages,  &c. 
will  fall  fo  heavy,  that  their  quintuple  alTelTment,  it  not  re- 
duced in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  bill,  will  go  mut^ 
•  beyond  the  proportion  of  income  intended  to  be  levied  by  it. 
On  feme  clafl'es  of  the  community,  confifting  of  perfons  In* 
particular  (ituations,  and  of  particular  profeflions^  it  was  in- 
deed feared  thai  the  tax  would  bear  too  heavily,  and  \t  muft 
in  juftice  be  owned,  that  every  plan  which  the  moft  tnatur* 
confideration  could  fuggeft,  or  the  moft  induftrious  perfe- 
verance  could  furniih,  had  been  adopted  to  relieve  fuch  per- 
fons. 

But  thcfe  inconveniences  might  have  been  avoided,  and 
thus  modifications  would  have  been  unneceffary,  if  it  had 
.  been  thought  expedient,  under  certain  reftriflions>  to  come 
diredly  at  the  income  of  each  individual ;  and  he  conceived  it 
might  be  doae  in  a  manner  not  liable  to  great  obje£lion. 
The  greateft  he  had  heard  was,  that  it  might  produce  a  gene- 
ral difclofure  of  income  ;  but  he  thought  this  might  be  re- 
,  moved  by  the  board  to  whom  this  declaration  ought  to  b» 
pade,  being  under  an  oath  of  fjpcrefy,  and  by  other  precau- 
tions. '  But  if  this  be  an  objedlion,  which  he  could  not  admit, 
\i  operated,  though  in  a  fmaller  degree,  againft  themeaTure 
then  before  their  Lord(hips  ;  for,  in  certain  cafes,  a  man 
muft  cither  fubmit  to  fuch  a  difclofure,  or  pay  more  than  ^ 
tenth  of  his  income,  while  another,  of  whofe  income  ttie  tax 
may  not  reach  a  twentieth  part,  is  called  upon  for  no  difclo- 
fure at  all.  But  he  hoped  that  this  inequality  would  be  cor- 
reded  by  the  people  th^mfelves,  for  he  contended  that  the 
circumftances  of  the  times,  and  the  princlpjes  of  general 
policy  and  iptcrclt  which  djft^l^d  the  bill  then .  before  ilieir 

'   t^rdlhif i,' 


6ao  WOODFALL'5  PARLIAMENTARY  RBPORTa  fl-osvf . 

hordChxp^j  impofed  upon  every  individual  amon^the  higher 
Tanks  the  duty  of  contributing  a  tenth  part  of  Kis  annual 
Incomes  icven  in  cafes  where  the  bill  does  not  ^attach  upon  ir. 
They  Uvfdy  his  Lordfliip  obferved,  in  moft  ektraordinarf 
timesi  it  had  pleafed  Divine  Providence,  by  thfe  confcquences 
of  the  French  revolution,  to  affli£l  Europe  with  a  fcourgc, 
greater  and  more  fcVcre  than  it  had  ever  felt  fmce  the  irruptico 
of  ihe  barWous  nations.    We  have  hitherto  happily  efcaped. 
But  at  length  this  inveterate  enemy  to  the  order,  religion, 
and  happinefs  of  mankind,  relying  on  our  imeftine  divifions, 
js  2^({^t9bUng  on  itsowncoaOs,tV!th  the  avowed determi nation 
to  iftvade  us.    fiut  he  trufted  they  would  be  difappointed. 
and- that  peace -was  near  at  hand.     He  would  infornn   their 
J^ordihips  why  he  thought  fo.     Should  the  enemy  have  the 
goud  fortune  to  cfcape  the  numerous  fleets  that  will  be  (la- 
tioned  to  intercept  them,  he  would  venture  to  pronounce 
that  the  moment  of  their  landing  in  force  in  this  coumry» 
would  be  the.tpoment  in  which  Britons  .would  all  unite.  Xhdr 
internal  differences  would  vanifh  ;  with  one  heart  and  mind 
they  would  rufh  to  the  coaft,  and  (hew  thofc  daring  invaders 
what  it  was  to  contend  with  a  free,  brave,  and  unanimous 
people,  exerting  themfelves  in  defence  of  every  thing  which 
can  render  exiftence  dear  to  them.    Then,  and  he  was  afraid 
not  till  then,  they  might  expeft  a  fecure,  permanent,  and 
honourable  peace. 

Buti  if  ^his  expeftation  fhould  not  be  realized,  if  they 
fhoald  at  this  time  twelve  month  be  iVill  contending,  as  they 
were  now  for  their  exiftence  as  a  nation,  he  hoped  that  (bmc 
plan  of  direct  contribution  according  to  income  might  be 
adopted,  fo  as  to  produce  within  the  year,  the  greateft  part  of 
tjie  money  that  might  be  wanted,  to  fhew  the  enemy  that  oor 
ri^fboicesi  as  well  as  our  fpirit,  were  inexhauftible. 

jicve  his  Lordfliipfaid  he  (hould  have  concluded,  but  that  he 
found  himfelf  unavoidahly  impelled  to  trouble  their  Lordfliipi 
ibr  a  few  moments,  updn  a  fuhje6l  extremely  int^refting  to. 
himfelf,  and  not  wholly  unimportant  to  their  Lordfliips.  He 
affbred  the  Houfc  that  he  had  been  made  ti*e  fubjeft  of  a  moft 
atrocious  cafiimny  ;  for  a  great  while  part,  it  had  been  occa- 
iionally  infinuated  in  the  public  prints — fometimes  in 'tic 
fhape  of  anonymous  paragraphs — hut  at  others  in  the  repottsof 
what  !jas  been  fuppofed  to  liave  pafTed  in  another  placc-bttt 
which,  on  a  minute  enquiry,  he  found  were  not  <»GCuraidy 
given.  It  had  been  iniinuated  that  he  hat}  obtained  tt^hcK. 
pour  which  he  then  had  of  being  able  to  addrcfs  their.  JionU  . 

9^ 
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fhips  in  that  place,  by  the  means  of  bafc  artil  vile  cotrtiption, 
by  the  proftitution  of  parliamentary  intereft  for  th^lt '{njrpdfc/ 
Before  he  replied  to  the  ihfinuation,  he  muft  beg  to  remmJ' 
their  Lordfliips,  that  though  he  was  new  in  that  Houfe,  he 
was  not  new  to  their  Lordfliips,  that  during  the  tvw^nty  years 
he  had  fat  in  the  other  Houfe  of  Parliament,  his  connections, 
hU  habits  and  his  friend  (hips  were  many  of  them  formed  in 
that  with  feveral  i>oble  Lords,  whom  he  then  faw  licfore  him, 
ibme  of  thcdi,  he  might  fay  it  without  arrogance,  confpicuous  • 
for  their  genius,  abilities  and  virtue.     Tothcffc  iwble  perfons 
he  could  make  a  confident  appeal.     Did  they  think  \t  pof- 
liblfc  for  him  to  have  been  guihy  of  fo  foul  a  traffick?   *Hc 
was  convinced  that  every  one  of  their  Lordfliips  would  repel 
this  charge  from  him,  with  the  fame  indignation  as  that,  with  . 
which  he  repelled  it  from  himfeif.     But  to  reply  to  tiic  infi-. 
nuation  more  particularly,  he  averred  to  their  Lordfliips,  upon 
the  honour  of  a  gentleman,  a  name  which  he  confidercd  as 
paramount  to  every  other,  that  ^t  no  time,  in  no  place,  and 
utider  no  circumftances,   diil  he  ever  diredly,  or  indire<51y» 
with  any  perfon  whomfoever,  bargain,  promife,  agree,  or  eveti' 
hint,  at  t|ie  application  of  parliamentary  influence,with  the  view, 
or  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  feat  in  that  Houfe.     The  in* 
finuation   was  in  the  whole,   and  in  every  part,  falfc  and 
gfoundlefs.    He  had  committed  thefe  words  to  writing,  as  the 
ftrongeft  he  could  find,  but  iF  any  noble  Lord  would  furniih 
him  with  ftronger,   he  would  lepeat  them.     If  the  forms  of 
,the  Houfe  would  permit,  he  (hould  wifli  publickly  to  ftate 
every  thing  which  paffed,  on   the  occafion  of  his  Majefty's 
mod  gracious  intention  of  placing  him   where  he  then  was. 
But  as  they  did  nor,  his  LorcKhip  laid  he  fliould  be  moft  happy 
to  communicate  the   particulars   to  any  noble   Lord,    wIk> 
might  condefccnd  to  be  infornicd  of  them.     Their  Lordfliips 
might  be  aflured  they  would   not  find  occafion   to  blufti  for 
him.  He  ihould  be  equally  ready  to  iatisfy  and  convince  every 
gentleman  out  of  that  Houfe,  who  might  be  defirous  of  know- 
ing the  truth  ;  ^nd  h  iving  made  this  folcmn  declaration,  he 
had  a  right  toexpeft,  that  no  perfon,   be  he  whom  he  rnighr* 
would  venture  lo  ftate  a  fimilar  charge,  in  any  place  whatever. 
At  Icaft,  if  he  fliould,.  he  hoped  he  would  do'him  thejuftice  to 
give  him  previous  notice  of  his  intention.     His  Lordlhip  con- 
cluded with  faying;   **  My  Lords  I  have  now  done.    His  M ?- 
jefty  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to  confer  u|>on  nic  a  moft  dif- 
tinguiflied  mark  of  his  foyat'favour.     1  received  it  with  grati- 
tude.    It  fliall  not  be  full  led  In  my  keeping.     I  vrill   wc^r 
it,  if  not  without  reproa.ch,  at  leaft  without  f^uilt,   and  will, 
by  the  blefllng  of  God,  tranfa)it  it  untanuflied  to  my  jwf* 
tcriry.*' 


Lord  Holland  {^A,  the  Addrefs  of  both  HouiesoT  Pariia^ 
meaty  fiated  hj  xht  noble  Secretary  of  State  to  have  bcca 
voted  umnimoiifly}  and  part  of  which  has  been  read  to  yoor 
LordfliipSt  appears  to  me  to  be' a  mere  ftatement  oTthe  czi- 
genciesof  the  times,  under  the  circumftances  of  the  country  ^ 
but  does  not  warrant  any  foch  meafure  as  that  which  is  now  be- 
fare  yMi.  I  am  not  ready  todifpute  with  the  noble  Secretary,  that 
under  Hke  adminifiration  of  which  he  foitns  a  confiderable  pait^ 
ibr  the  lad  five  years  the  condition  of  thts  country .  has  gram 
woirlii  and"  worfe,  for  tha(  i»  too  plain  a  propofition  to  be  de- 
\aXtA^  either  here  or  any  where  elfe.  If  it  were  enough  for  s 
M«tiiber  of  Parliament  to  fee  that  the  exigency  of  his  coantiy 
was  gnclt,  that  its  diftrefs  was  general^  and  tl^c  he  was  tok 
exculed,  fibm  examining  the  fydem  that  produced  the  cala- 
mity,  that  it  was  no  partof  his  duty  to  enquire  how  nKxi^ 
had  been  already  applied,  or  what  probability  there  was  of  id 
-being  duly  ufeid  in  future  ;  then,  perhaps,^  I  might  a^^ree 
with  the  noble  Secretary^  in  the  truth  of  the  preamble  of  the 
Bill  which  is  now  before  you ;  but  even  then  I  ibould  find  it 
my  duty  to  oppofe  the  ena£tmentS|  becaufe  I  do  not  thiok 
that  they  agree  with  the  preamble* 

When  ypu  are  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  meafure  that  bai 
for  its  object  the  railing  fo  brge  a  fum  of  nioncy  as  is  bom 
propoied  to  be  raifed,  and  nmft.neceflTarily  lay  upon  the  pcft* 
pie  a  much  heavier  burthen  than  any  they  have  ever  jct  6it» 
it  is  neceflary  you  fhould  inquire  whether  thofe  to  vhom  mit 
iions  upon  millions  of  the  money  of  the  people  have  been  ca* 
trufted,  and  who  have  hitherto  heaped  upon  them^in  retm 
for  It  only  difafter  and  difgrace,  are  about  to  change  their  ^ 
tern.  They  fhould  hold  out  to  you  fome  hopes  that  dUil 
great  additional  and  tremendous  tacrifices  which  the  fittblk 
are  now  called  upon  to  make,  will  be  employed  in  a  xoanacr 
very  different  from  thofe  millions  which  have  hitherto  bepi 
ufed  with  fo  little  efieft.  That  our  fituation  is  now  an  alana^ 
ing  and  a  dreadful  one,  is  a  propofition  which  I  believe  I  fiuB 
not  hear  denied.  I  ihall  hear,  no  doubts  that  fuch  fituaboa 
has  been  brought  upon  us  by  extraordinary  misfortunes.  Gov 
tainly  they  are  extraordinary  misfortunes  ;  but  to  whofe  fink 
are  they  chiefly  owing  ?  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  Miniftcif  ait 
to  have  wantonly  plunged  us  into  a  war,  without  eonfijcow 
what  thefe  misfortunes  were  likely  to  be  ?  But  having  totmmt 
into  the  war,  Mlniders  affefi  to  be  furprifed  at  the  < 
of  the  enemy.  Is  that  wonderful,  my  Lords? 
fentiments  been  uttered  in  this  Houfe,  and  in  othertf 
natural  efTeft  of  which  is  to  unite  all  tho^  whohavf^j 
Aue  for  the  liberties  of  mankin4r    When  therdfi2jpft.i 
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our  prefent  fituation  being  fuch  as  reaulretj^rcat  exieMoiis,  X 

wi(h  the  arj^utncnt  to  have  a  retrofpe^  efkSt  that  yoa  mfqr 

fee  the  cauSs  of  your  prefent  calamity,   elfe  you  will  han^e  no 

chance  of  avoiding  future  ruin.     But  1  would  aik  kow  it  is 

pofiible  for  any  rational  being  to  cxpcdi  that  the  peopte  will 

approve  of  the  mcafure  which  is  now  licfore  you?   Can  yon 

cxpe£t  that  they  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  you  in  purfuing 

that  ntocle  which  a  confiding  Parliament  has,  with  uniforia 

reliance  Upon  Miniders,  ,adopt^   from  time  to  time»  when 

you  know»  that  in  no  one  ioftance  has  that  Minidry  anfwenB«l 

the  expe£btion  of  the  public  ?  1  certainly  do  think  this  Kouxt'^ 

try  ought  not  to  grant  any  more  money  without  a  {proper 

pledge,  not  only  that  Miniflcrs  arc  to  be  changed^  but  that 

the  prefent  fyftem  is  (o  be  changed  alFo.    I  think  that  change 

of  fvftem  comprehends  a  true  rcprefentation  of  tlic  people  in 

Parliament ;  an  entire  and  radical  reform  of  abufes.    You  can 

never  rationally  hope  for  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  peo» 

pie  without  making  them  importanMy  intereded  in  the  Con* 

ftitution  ;  at  lead  allow  them  all  the  power  they  bad  at  the 

comnieocement  of  tlic  prefent  conteft.     This  is  the  only  way 

to  procure  a  fafe  and  an  honourable  peace.   I  know  it  is  a  very 

common  argument  m  favour  of  Adminidration  to  fay,  **  no 

Miniders  were  ever  in  fuch  a  fituation  as  the  prefent  are,  and 

therefore  great  allowances  are  due  to  them.    Why  will  you 

therefore  endeavour  to  dop  the  fupplies  ?    that  can  only  tend 

to  drengthen  or  encourage  the  enemy."     I  know  that  fuch 

an  argument  is  frivolous  in  itfelf     I  know  that  a  charfge  of 

Miniders,  and  alfo  of  fydem,  at  lea(^  a  pledge  for  \t  frqn^  (he 

highed  authority,  may  be  procured  in  a  few  hours.     It  need^ 

not  detaiq  your  proceedings  fo  long  as  if  yo^  waited  for  a  nor 

ble  duke  who  happened  to  have  niifled  his  robes,  and  you 

could  not  go  on  with  fome  ceremony  in  the  Houfe  without 

him.    No  man  can  judly  fay  I  am  recommending  confufion ; 

the  thin^  I  want  may  eafily  be  done,   if  your  Lordflxips  fet  fe- 

riondy  about  it.     You  fhould  withhold  the  fupplies  utitil  you  . 

have  a  pledge  for  a  change  of  Miniders  and  of  fyfteni :  a 

change  that  would  unite  the  hands  and  hearts  of  die  people  of 

Ireland;  that generoCis  country,  myr Lords,  is  very  ungcner- 

pufly  treated.     I  do  not  fay  that  you  Ihoold  dop  tne  fupplies 

uhtil  perfe6i  tranqurltity  be   reftorcd  there  ?    1  only  fay  you 

(hould  dop  the  fupplies  qntil  you  have  a  pledge  for  a  chan;2;e 

of  Miniders  and  a  change  of  fydefti.     That  will  naturally 

lead  to  the  punifliment  of  fome  guilty  men.    "Until  you  have 

that  pledge  I  conceive  that  the  more  vou  vote,  the  niore  you 

add  fuel  to  the  fire  which  is  con  fuming  you,  and  burdens  to 
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the  loads  tbaif  are  already  bearing  yotr  down.  This  iiieaAuie» 
if  you  adopt  it,  will  ruin  your  chara£^er  with  the  country  at 
liirge.  I  hear  unanimity  often  recommended;  and. it  is  mock 
to  be  defired ;  bat  it  never  can  be  procured  until  the  rights  of 
the  people  are  reftorcd  to  tbeoa.  Tbefe  rights  were  very  mock 
infringed  upon  by  certain  biib  which  have  prohibi^d  public 
xneetings  in  a  particular  manner.  Until  they  are  repealed  the 
people  cannot  exprefs*  or  feel  properly,  the  ftake  they  have 
in  the  country.  Voting  bills  of  this  nature  is  the  way  to  pro- 
duce animc^ty  inftead  of  unanimity  ;  to  make  oien  hate  in* 
ftead  of  loving  Government ;  to  make  the  people  dcijpeQie  ; 
to  invite  inftead  of  deterring  the  enemy  from  invaiion.  \  fee 
no  probable  chance  of  peace  while  our  affairs  are  under  the  di* 
Te6lion  of  the  prefent  Minitlers.  I  confefs,  that  when  I  fiift 
looked  on  this  bill  1  thought  it  was  quite  impoffibie  it  &ouId 
ever  pafs.  1  confidered  it  as  a  mere  threat,  inteixied  to 
frighten  us  into  fonie  other  meafure,  for  it  is  the  great  o^ed 
of  Adminiftration  to  create  a  focility  for  raifing  naoney.  They 
complain  of  the  facility  with  which  debts  have  been  heaped 
upon  us  by  the  funding  fyftem,  merely*  as  1  thouf^t*  die 
better  to  prepare  us  to  add  more  upon  that  plan,  by  fn^Hen- 
ing  us  with  the  prefent  bill.  It  is  otherwife  mconceivable  lo 
me  how  they,  who  have  added  two  hundred  millions  tt>  oar 
debt,  (hould  have  complained  of  tVie  facility  of  the  fundtfi^ 
fyftem.  Had  this  bill  been  introduced  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  it  would  have  told  you  what  vou  were  to  exped^  and  I 
am  fure  you  would  have  nvoltetl  at  it,  but  now  MiniAers 
know,  indeed  they  tell  you,  ^*  That  you  are  in  a  dtnatian 
from  which  you  cannot  recede,  and  therefore  we  iLall  bleed 
you  as  we  pleafc."  Open  refinance  would  have  been  the  ef- 
kSt  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  this  had  it  been  introduced  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war ;  but  that  was  not  ^he  way  in 
which  tlie  war  was  commenced.  It  was  then  dated  that  this 
war  w.asiKit  likely  to  be  of  long  continuance,  nor  an  eypenfive 
conteft ;  and  with  a  fatal  readincfs  we  entered  into  it.  We 
were  atone  time  told  that  twenty  five  millions  would  hefuf^ 
ikrient,  and  within  half  a  year  half  as  much  more  was  called 
for.  I  only  ftate  thclc  fa6ts  to  fhew  vou  what  reliance  ouf^t 
to  be  plaeed  in  the  promifes  of  the  MiniHer.  MiniAers  a&A 
to  he  afarmcd  left  the  FreiKh  ihould  come  upon  our  coalL — 
God  avert  the  cabmity!  But  will  this  bill  prevent  ibeoc  ^ 
MioiQers  have  conftantly  ra  led  the  hopes  of  the  people,  and 
have  as  condantly  difappoihied  them.  They  went  to  war  (o 
prevent  the  opening  of  the  ScheMt.  Have  they  fucceeded  } 
1  hey  then  fatd  a  gieat  deal  about  prote^ing  cor  allK^.    (lave 

they 
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they  prelected  any  ?  None  of  ihefe  thhifs  are  dpnCj.  although 
-«pvf  ardt  of  two  hundred  millions  hive  been  expended  ;  and 
the  Conftitution  of  the  Country  in  many  parts  done  away.  If 
'you  would  have  the  vigorous  co-operation  of  the  people,  re- 
ftore  to  them  the  conftiiucionf  and  give  to  them  a  Minifiry  in 
which  they  can  confide ;  nothing  clfe  can  retrieve  you.  They 
wilJ  not  affirt  a  Miniftry  that  is  appointed  by  oou,rt  intriguf? ; 
they  will  nor  confide  in  ibofe  who  are  falfe'Iy  called  the  Reprc- 
feiHative^  of  the  people ;  many  of  whom  they  know  to  be  no- 
minated by  the  Members  of  this  Houfe»  and  therefore  it  is  im- 
poffible  that  they  (hould  fpeak  the  voice  of  the  people  i  I  wUl 
go  funher,  my  Lords ;  I  hjit  is  not  enough  that  thej  ihould 
fpeafc  the  voice  of  the  people.  •  k'fliould  be  known,  felt,  and 
ackncfWIedged  that  they  do  fo ;  until  thefe  things  are  fo,  and 
until  you  have  a  Miniftiy  in  which  the  people  can  confide, 
you  never  can  have  any  prdfpe6t  of  fucceGs  in  atiy  war  in 
which  you  n^ay  be  engaged,  and  above  all>  no  hope  for  the 
reftoration  o*  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

I  confefs,  I  do  not  underftand  with  what  view  or  intention 
this  bill  is  brought  forward.  I  iliould  really  thmk  it  was  to 
'foment  difcord  ;  I  cannot  call  it  a  tax.  I  do  not  hefitate  to  de- 
-clare  it  is  worfe  in-point  of  prmciplc  thin  any  of  the  plans  of 
•Robcrfpierrc  ;.  it  certainly  does  not  go  the  fame  extent,  huj  it 
is  w<:Hfe,  I  fay,  in  principle,  for  Robcrfpierre  only  charged  the 
peopte  for  what  they  had,  but  tliis  bill  makes  a  charge  6ti  us 
for  what  we  have  bad^  without  any  regard  to  wliat  we  have. 
it  is  rdling  a  inan  *•  I  will  make  you  pay  according  to  what 
^ou  ha^  paid  ^  I  wiU  rely  up6n  it  that  you  art  rrcfa,  becaufe 
ydu  have  (pent  your  money  in  fuch  a  m€:mer  a%  is  moft  likely 
to  have  made  you  poor."  Taking  this  as  a  tuM  upon  income, 
every  man  muft  ol>je6t  to  it,  becaufe  that  mufl  be  a  tax*,*  iu 
nioft  'cafes>  upon  induAry.  Theibtemem  of  this  income,  id 
xrafes  of  appeal,  is  made  fubjeA  to  the  examination  of  Commif- 
fioners.  What  fecurity  is  there  that  what  a  man  fwears  td,  iti 
this  particular,  ihallbetrue?  kdiouldbe  remembered,  thsTt 
men  have  hi  general  a  great  rcpugnaiKe  €o  declare  what  theit 
•income  is,  and  there  are  fome  to  whocn  thatdeclaration  woald 
be  a£tua}  deftr^wftion.  It  is  faying  to  a  iham,  **  If  you  have 
ooy  objet^ton  to  my  killing  you^  1  will  give  you  leave  to  kill 
yourfelf."  .. 

As  to  the|;eneral  idea,  that  this  is  not  a  tax  that  will  fad 

Upon  the  poor,  1  lake  that  to  be  an  tmp6ffiibility ;  for  you  can 

.  Iiever  invent  a  tax  that  will  fall  upon  many  perfons,  that  will 

produce  much  money,   without  its  falling  ufttm^eiy  Opoo 

the  loww  cl«0e$  .of  fociciy .     You  iranooi  rarfe  feren  or  eight 

4  L  «  milhoiu 
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millions  pf  money  upon  any  part  of  the  comnfuiiityj    witfam 
the  year,  without  driving  the  mafs  of  the  people  to  great  di- 
ftrefs.     I  obferve  that  all  thofe  who  at  pr^feot  pay  5ol-  a  vear 
to  the  A0efled  Taxes  are  to  be  afleued  to  five  tlnaes   the 
dfnount  s';  that  is,  in  all,  300I.  a  year  upon  this  one  doty. 
How  many  do  your  Llordihips  think  may  fail  111  this  chit? 
How  many  of  them  do  you  think  may  fwear  off  for  taxing 
'them  above  a  tenth  of  their  income  ?    And  here  give  me  Icawc 
to  remind  your  Lordfliips  of  the  fayiiMj  of  Dean  ^Swift,   **  th« 
two  ^d  two  do  not  make  four  in  the  Cuftom  Houfe."    Xbcfe 
are  my  objediiond  to  the  meafure  which  is  now  before  you. 
His  Lonlmip  concluded  with  an  apology  for  having  detsuneii 
the  HoirTo  10  long,  and  with  mapy  tkanks  for  their   iodui- 
gcrtce.    " 
'  The  Earl  of  Liverpooel  faid,  that  the  noble  Lord  who  had 
|uft  fat  down  had  introduced  topics  that  were  not  ftridly 
conhe£{ed  with  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe,  and  fomc 
of  them  fuch  as  their  Lordihips  had  not  the  pQwer  to  deter* 
mtne ;  iucfi  he  took  to  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to  a  Kdbna 
in  the  lower  Houfe  of  t^arliament.     He  dia  not  believe  that 
the  Houfe  of  Conunons  would  think  their  Lordfhips  kcft 
within  the  province  which  the  ConftLtutioa  allotted  to  tfaca 
if  they  entered  on  the  fulycft  of  Parliamentary  Reftxm.— 
With  refped  to  the  queftion  of  the  prefent  fyfteiQ  which  pcc- 
vailed  in  Ireland,  with  the  Government  of  Ireland  their  X^ord* 
ihips  could  have  no  interference,  as  the  Conftitution  of  that 
country  was  completely  independent  of  this :  Ireland,  what- 
ever might  be  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  on  the  fitaatioo 
of  that  country,  had  a  Parliament  of  its  own,  with  which  we 
had  no  authority  to  interfere,  which  was  the  beft  judge  of  its 
own  circumftances,  and  which  alone  was  competent  to  reditfs 
its  grievances,  if  any  fuch  exifted.   Any  ohfervation  which  had 
fallen  on  that  head  was  not  therefore  a  proper  ol)jed  of  difcuf- 
iion  with  theif  Lordfliips  to  confider.    Betides,  if  the  Hoaft 
thought  |)toper  to  w^it  for  all  the  reforms  and  arrangeqients 
they  had'jufl  heard  prqpofed,  arid  deferred  the  Qecefiary  mcansof 
defence,  their  delav  would  go  on,  till  tlie  enemy  (hould  be  at 
iheir  cates,  and  till  they  would  find  it  too  late  for  exertipii; 
Aitci-  the  joint  addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes.fo  recently  oinried 
to  the  foot  of  the  Throne,  in  which  a  folemn  >pledge.wat 
given  by  their  Lordfliips  and  the  Commons  to  tupport  his 
Afajefty  in  a  vigorous  profecwtion  of  the  war,  he   yi;»  fu£> 
prized  "^r  the  noble  Baronet's  oppofuion*.  Thr  two^oafa 
of  Parliament   having  already  pledged   themfeives    to^  ||^^ 
iupport    o^    t)ie    war   againft    an    enemy   tlut  b9^%J|(ft» 


jam.^]  woodfall's  parliambktary  reports,  ,  .  «»f 
US  no  alternative  but  vigoroas  refiftance^  the  firft  queftion 
^hich  ihe  prefent  meafure  fuggefts  was»  whether  it  was  eligi* 
hie  to  raife  a  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year  i  ll  had  hcia 
objedied,  by  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  Ia(\,  that  the  plan  was 
novel ;  but  granting  it  were  novel*  it  might  in  theprdbut 
ctrcomflnnces  of  tl)e  country  be  wife  aiid  prudent.  It  was  mc 
unprecedented  however,  for  the  ancient  fubfi^y  and  th?  p^bli^ 
fupplies  for  a  great  numl)er  of  years,  were  raifed  witbio  tbp 
yeai,  by  taking  a  certain  [lortion  of  property,  cither  incofDe  or 
capital.  The  taxes  which  had  been  raifed  fince  the  Itcivoii;^ 
tion  could  not  have  beeu  laid,  and  have  been  (b  produStivc  a» 
they  are,  unlefs  this  country  had  improved  in  we^ltb*  and  1^ 
come  a  great,  rich,  and  commercial  nation.  Immediately  ?iftef 
the  Revolution  it  would  be  remembered  tbat  the'Land  Xax 
was  impofed.  It  could  be  demonftrated  from  the.A4b  and 
public  proceedings  of  thofe  times,  as  well  froai  the  writings 
and  pubhcations  on  the  fubjeft,  that  the  impbft  then  laidoii 
Land  was  not  meant  to  be  confined  to  Land,  but  was  to  be  ex* 
tended  to  every  fpecies  of  property.  Powers  were  at  that  time 
given  and  Commiflioners  were  appointed  to  eiamine  into  the 
fortunes  of  individuals.  Such  had  been  the  feeling  of  Par  liam^nC 
at  a  time  when  the  principles  of  Liberty  were  well  under(]kood. 
In  point  of  policy,  perhaps,  fuch  a  meafure  xnigjtit  not  be 
wholly  juftifiable ;  but  fuch  had  been  the  fenttments  of  our 
anceftors  in  moments  of  difficiilty  far  inferior  to  the  prefent.  It 
fe  happened,  indeed,  that  the  tax  did  at  length  fall  upon  Land 
only,  though  the  intention  was  to  extend  it  to  other  fptfcies  o£ 
property.  With  refpe£t  to  a  tax  on  capital,  he  thought  it  a 
bad  one,  becaufe  it  tended  to  check  the  fources  of  induftry.  A» 
tax  upon  expenditure.  Was  the  only  one  which  he  confidered 
eligible.  At  the  period  to  which  he  had  alluded,  Commitees 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  had  been  appointed  to  confider  the. 
pradicability  of  taxing  capital,  but  were  not  able. to  furmouiit 
the  difficulties  with  which  it  was  attended.  Since  the  Revo* 
lution.the  mod^  of  raiOng  money  had  been  by  loans,  .provided 
for  by  indire£l  taxes  on  expenditure.  The  length  to  which  , 
the  Funding  Syftein  had  been  carried,  Iiowever,  and  the  cir- 
cumfVances  of  the  prefent  moment,  might  render  it  expedient 
to  limit  its  applkratton. 

A  great  deal  of  clamour  had  been  made  againft  this  meafuxe ; 
k  appeai:ed  to  him,  however,  that  it  was  confined  chiefly  to 
the  metropolis ;  as  far  as  he  had  feen,  there  were  very  few  - 
places  obt  of  Middlefex  that  had^ome  to  any  refolutions  ex« 
preflng  difapprobation  of  it.  Bath,  Southampton,  Guildford 
in  Surry^  and  Warwick  were  the  only  ones  he  recoUefted ; 

and 
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•od  in  thofe  towns  great  pains  were  taken  to  ezctte  ^ifappnK 
batbn  of  the  tneaftire ;  but  neverthelefsy  the  wifdom  and  (be 
policjr  of  raifihg  a  great  part  of  the  fupplics  within  the  year 
wre  acknowledged ;  while  all  the  great  mantifaSuring  towns, 
f ocb  as  HalifaXt  Leeds,.  MancheAer,  Birmingham,  Scdbrd, 
and  the  great  ieaports  of  LiYerpooI  and  Briilol,  and  all  Scot* 
bnd  witw>tit  exception,  had  expreflfed  no  diflatisfadion  what* 
.^i^r.  He  had  feen  a  letter  from  a  merchant  in  6hrgow,  in 
which  the  fentmeBt  of  that  part  of  the  jcountry  on  the  fobjefi 
waa  well  exprciled.  It  ftated  that  the  writer  was  furprized 
at  the  clamour  againft  the  meafure  that  had  been  made  m  t)w 
metropolis,  -9$  be  and  the  merchants  of  Glafgow  conlideied 
^  mi^aej  to  be  raifed  as  a  premium  of  infuranc^  for  the  lafety 
cif  their  pcoperty."  As  to  tlie  extent  of  the  burden,  was  H 
^y  ^mg  like  the  anraunt  of  the  burden  impofed  in  Kiif 
tVilliam  s  time  ?  At  that  period  lour  {hillings  in  the  poand 
was  iflipofed  on  land,  and  was  intended  to  be  extended  to  other 
ptopetty,  while  now  the  demand  was  limited  t6  a  tenth  part 
'  of  incovne.  Taxes  had  increafed  iince  the  Revofution,  in« 
deed-;  but  the  wealth  and  refources  .of  individuals  and  Ac 
public  ihad  increafed  in  a  fttU  greater  dej^ree.  it  had  been  ar- 
gued, that  the  pre&nt  Bill  would  prels  very  heavily  on  the 
Wlk  of  the  community ;  the  contrary,  however,  was  the  fA 
for  an  individual,  by  paying  a  certain  fum,  according  to  the 
proviiionsof  the  Bill,  would  in  reality  p^y  lefs  than  if  he  wcie 
to  contribute  gradually  from  the  confumption  or  ufe  of  articles 
in  his  particular  trade  or  commerce.  Iftherefbre  it  did  not 
&11  too  heavily  on  the  merchant  and  manufadorer,  while  it 
was  undeniable  that  at  the  prefent  moment  our  commetce  had 
incieaied  one  th'u-d  more  that  what  it  was  at  the  conaittence* 
mentof  thewar,  and  while  the  internal  improvement  of  the 
country  was  fuch  as  to  be  totally  unprecedented  in  the  hiifaxy 
of  the  kingdom,  he  hoped  he  moukl  not  be  pronounced  too 
f«)gnine  in  his  expectations,  in  dating,  that  he,  beliered  it 
would  not  be  found  to  prefs  heavily  on  Uie  trading  parts  of  the 
oommunity.  One  great  objeAion  was,  that  a  certain  degree 
of  inequality  was  obfervable  in  the  meafure ;  and  he  was  per- 
fedly  aware  of  that  objeAion.  .But  he  woHild  undertadoeio 
fay,  that  it  was  utterly  impoiBble,  in  a  plan  of  To  compticated 
a  nature,  to  obviate  all  the  inequalities  that  might  unexpcA^ 
eclly  offer  themfelves.  The  gncateft  attention  had  b&wbnx 
been  beftowed  on  that  important  fabjed,  and  the  modifioMooi 
whidi  had  been  introduced  -had  given  great  fatisfatftioi^tf^ 

It  was  coufidered  as  a  vexatious  and  bpprefiive  circttH 
tlrat  in  cafe  relief  was  required,  mon  wouM  be 


fwear,  not  what  was  the  amount  of  their  income,  but  what  it 

^id    not  exceed  ;  yet^  after  the  Revolution,    fnch  were  the 

mean$  by  which  the  amount  of  the  burden  impofed  was  proT 

portioned  to  the  amount  of  property.     Nor  woUJd  the  moneyi 

fo  raifed  imjjoverifh  the  country,  as  if  It  were  to  be  fcnt  dut  of 

|hc  country,  or  funk  in  the  fea.     It  would  fupport  tbe  army 

9nd    navy,  and  all  the  branches  of  manufaftures  conneiftci 

with  thefe  fervices,   and  employed  in  fail  making,  fhtp  TiuiM* 

ing,  and  the  clothing  trade.    The  tffeQ,  of  the  meafure  might 

b(;»  to  caufe  retrenchment  in  matters  of  luxury,  and  to  fall 

vpon  milliners  and  coachmakers  perhaps,  but  it  would  ani^ 

mate  and  encourage  more  ufeful  manufactures;  and  fuppott 

more   valuable  induitry.     The  objedb  for  which  we  had  to 

contend  were  of  the  firft  magnitude,  and  it  became  the  Houie 

to  fpare  ho  exertions  to  defend  the  country  from  hoftite  at* 

tacks,  and  to  proteA  the  fources  from  which  our  poflerity 

flowed.  V/ith  refpeift  to  the  war,  he  (hould  ever  contend  that 

its  origin  was  juft  and  neccfiary  ;    that  we  were  forced  into 

it,  and  that  the  French   were  the  aggreffors.     On  the  proper 

ozcafion  he  was  ready   to  argue  this  queftion,  and  pcrhapt 

proofs  might  be  brought  forward,  which  yet  were  not  gene* 

rally  known.     The  fuccefs  of  this  country  by  fea  had  betea 

didlnguitbed   and  unexampled  ;  and  if  on  the'  Continent  iC 

was  not  fo  fortunate  it  was  owing- to  Uiofe  powers  who  Ad  not 

feem  fufliciently  to  weigh  tlie  danger  in  which  they  were 

placed  :   but  that  kind  of  war  in  which  this  country  had  beea 

peculiarly  concerned,  and  for  which  it  was  alone  nefponfiblet 

had  proved  produdivc  of  the  mod   folid  advantages;  and  h^ 

would  maintain  that  no  naval  war  had  ever  been  carried  oa 

with  more  zeal  and  glory  to  the  nation.     He  was  bokl  enough 

to  challenge  every  noble  Lord  upon  that  head.    Wfaaievtr 

the  origin  of  the  war  might  have  been,  alt  muft  how  agree, 

however,  that  the  defigns  of  the  enemy,  fufficiently  uiMler- 

Aood  from  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution,  were  at  d)i«timt 

openly  and  decidedly  hoftile  to  the  profperity  and  happy  inftiw 

tutions  of  this  coimtry.     For  thefe  we  had  now  to  contends 

a::-:  certainly  it  was  not  an  oppofition  which  any  friend  to  the 

counuv  could  mike,  which  went  to  impede  the  operations  of 

.  Goyfnrncnt  in  the  cffential  meafure  of  public  defense.     Hav* 

ing  I  be  honour  of  a  feat  in  that  Houfe  and  fome  property  to 

dUenc)>.  he  did  think  that  every  man  fliould  in  fuch  a  crifi^  be 

ready  to  make  fome  facrifices,  and  give  a  parr  of  his  property^ 

in  the  language  of  the  mercliants  of  Glafgow,  *<  as  a  premium 

of  infurance  for  the  fafety  of  the  remainder." 

Lord  Jiukiand  faid.   that  concurring  with  the  noble  Earl 

who 
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vrho  had  fpoken  (b  forcibly  and  fo  fally  in  fupport  of  the  BM^ 
he  wiihed  that  fome  other  Peer  had  now  beea  difpofed  to  rife. 
But  he  ccnld  not  allow  the  debate  to  clofe  without  adverting 
to  fome  exprefltons  of  a  more  general  import,  which  had  been 
ufed  by  the  noble  Baron  (Lord  Holland). 

He  bad  indeed  hoped  that  no  oppofition  would  hare  hem 
given  in  the  prefent  flage  of  the  bufinefs;  for  the  Houfe  had 
already  decided  the  only  proper  qticftion  of  the  day,  namely, 
that  it  is  expedient  (according  to  the  title  and  purport  of  the 
Bill)  ^*  to  grant  to  His  Majefty  an  aid  and  contributioo  fiir 
the  profecution  of  the  war.'*  Under  that  impreffion'  be 
thoQght  that  his  noble  friend  who  had  moved  the  fccond  read- 
ii>g,  had  done  aU  that  was  neccflary,  when  he  called  to  their 
Lordfhips^  recolledlion  the  joint  addrefs  of  the  two  Houics,  ol 
ihe  fifteenth  of  November  r  an  addrefs  unantmouily  voted, 
not  as  a  matter  of  parliamentary  form,  but  after  gi^nt  dcli^ 
^ration  and  fotemn  difcuflion. 

The  noble  Baron,  however,*  who  did  not  think  himfelf 
pledged  by  that  addrefs,  had  ftated  fome  grounds  of  boftility 
to  the  bill  which  ought  not  to  pafs  without  animadverijon. 
The  noble  Baron  was  pleafed  to  afiert,  firfl,  that  **  the  na« 
tion  had  been  wantonly  plunged  into  the  war  ;  '*  and  next, 
«•  that  the  money  expended  hitherto  had  produced  only  difgrace 
and  difafter."    Lord  Auckland  faid,  that  he  (bould  think  it  an 
abufe  of  the  indulgence  and  patience  of  the  Houfe  to  renew  any 
detailed  ftatements  rei])e<^ing  the  origin  of  the  war.  It  had  been 
again  and  again  explained  and  demonftrated,  to  the  fatisfadion 
of  Parliament,  and  of  the  whole  kingdom,  and  of  all  Europe, 
that  the  war  had  been  forced  upon  us  by  die  enemy.     He 
would  hoWever  avail  himfelf  of  the  prefent  occafion  to  men- 
tion fome  particulars  conne£led  with  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  to  which  he  could  not  properly  have  adverted  with 
the  fame  unreferve,  whiift  the  tranfa^ion  was  more  recent. 
It  was  now  become^matter  of  hiftory :  but  it  was  a  h6t  ca- 
pable of  the  fulled  official  proof,   if  any  doubt  <bould  be  en- 
tertained relative  to  it,  that  in  January  1793  he  had  received 
the  King's  commands  to  meet  General  Dumourier  (in  con- 
fequence  of  a  propofal  made  by  that  officer)  on  the  frontier^ 
between  Holland  and  Flanders  ;    ;^nd  was  authorifed  and  in- 
ftru£ted  to  take  every  ftep,  that  co,uld  he  made  coniiOent  with 
the  efiential  intereds,  fafety  aiid  honour,  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
to  avert  the  war.     He  was  fetting  out  accordingly  from  his 
houfe  at  the  Hague,  when  an  officer  came  to  hira  from  Ge- 
neral Dumourier  to  fay,  that  the  Executive  Council  at  Paris 
(wliich  had  pretended  to  wiib  the  negociation  and  interview) 
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had  fuddcnly  <lecbred  war  agajnft  Great  Britaio  and  HoUand, 
and  had  ordei^d  him  to  march  immediately  with  his  army  intq 
the  united  provinces.  Your  Lordfliips  would  recolleS  thaj 
tliefe  unprovoked  hoftilities  were  accompanied  by  the  perii- 
dious  ctrcumflance  of  fcizing  Britilh  property,  and  ajl  BriciO^ 
veileU  in  the  ports  of  France  ;  and  by  a  ftrift  Embargo  on  al^ 
Aiippti^}  in  order  to  i^eep  from  us  the  knowledge  of  the  de- 
.  claration  of  war,  and  to  derive  farther  advantage^  from  fuch 
perfidy.  If  the  noble  Baron  had  known  thefe  particulars,  he 
certainly  would  not  have  fald  thajt  x^is  country  bad  been  wan- 
tonly plunged  into  the  wjr. 

The  noWe  Boron's  next  affcrtion  was,  that  the  great  ex- 
pence  incuircd  had  protluced  nothing  but  difafter  and  difgrace. 
lliis  ftrange  allegation  fcemcd  tg  he  made,  in  order  to  imply, 
that  the  money  propofed  to  be  railed  by  the  bill  under  difcuC- 
fion,  ought  not  to  be  entrufted  to  the  managers  of  tlie  prel'ent 
adminiftration.  He  prc(umed  that  by  difafters  the  noble  Baron 
jiUuded  to  tiie  Qalamities  ^fieding  fo  large  a  part  of  the  coiv«  . 
tineut  9f  Europe.  He  agreed  with  the  noble  Baron  as  to  the 
nature;  and  extent,  and  importance  of  thofe  calamities.  But 
though  he  faw  and  deplored  tlie  fubverfion  of  fo  many  coun- 
tries by  the  fate  pf  war  and  by  other  caufes  ;  though  ]ie  ac- 
knowledged with  grief,  and  even  with  indignation,  the  de- 
graded ftate  of  many  of  our  late  allies  ;  he  xrould  not  overlook 
the  a,()vantages  which  had  in  efFe£l  refulted  to  thcfc  kingdon^^ 
from  the  continental  war.  Advantages  which  had  amply  com- 
penf^ted  to,  us  th^  expences  incurred  in  that  branch  of  tl)e 
war,  g^reat  and  heavy  as  t(>ey  had  been. 

It  had  been  evident  from  the  firft  calling  forth  of  the  French 
peoplq  in  a  maii;,  by -which  they  became  a  nation  of  military 
freebooters,  that  until  fome  interior  revolution  and  change  of 
fyftem  (Iiould  take  place  among  them,  it  would  be  idle  on  the 
part  of  thefe  kingdoms  to  expect  a  fafe  or  an  honourable  peace. 
Such  a  charge  might  have  been  operated  cither  by  the  fucceflps 
of  the  allied  armies,  or  by  the  lafiitude  and  impatience  of  tlie 
French  provinces  under  fo  cruel  a  tyranny,  or  by  a  failure  of 
pecuniary  means  to  fupport  the  revolutionary  armaments. 
1  here  fiad  been  fymptoms  of  a  difpofition  to  return  to  the 
principles  of  iocial  order  towards  the  clofe  of  I795»  and  again 
after  the  eledions  in  1797:  but  thofe  fymptoms  had  given 
way  to  the  defperatc  eftcds  of  Jacobinifm.  VV  ith  refpedl  to 
the  failure  of  pecuniary  means,  the  prfbabiiity  of  fuch  a  re- 
fult  was  not  (leilroyed^,  becaufe  it  bad  fo  long  been  baffled. 
Th^t  probabiltty  dill  fubfifted  and  gained  ilrength  every  hour, 
^hovgh  hC|  for  one^  wpuld  never  rifle  any  prophecies  rc- 
^Voi..  I.  1798.  4  M  fpcding 
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focAing  it.  'At  leaft  it  maft  be  allowed  that  the  dnratioo  d 
tne  war  liad  exhauflecl  great  refoarces  refulting  to  the  ctioBf 
irom  the  prevalence  of  violence  and  of  rapine.  And  now  let 
noble  Lords  confidcr  for  a  moment  what  would  have  been  ov 
relative  pofition,  if  the  menaces  of  in vafion,  which  at  pftiaK 
may  be  confidered  a$  chimerical  and  ridicnloos,  provided  tht 
we  meet  them  with  the  fenfe  and  fpirit  of  men  ;  what  wnU 
have  been  our  pgiition,  if  thofe  menaces  and  preparatkmt  U 
taken  pjace*  whilft  the  rcfources  of  France  were  dill  eiitiR» 
and  wbilft  her  own  fleet  and  other,  fleets  at  her  difpofal  wot 
llill  unbroken  and  in  full  force  ?  They  might  then  tndcti 
with  more  femblancc  of  reafon  and  ot  fenfe,  have  aflEnhU 
their  troops  on  the  coafts  oppofite  to  us,  and  have  threatcoc^ 
thefe  iflands  with  invaGoh,^  conqu)e(l,  ranfom,  and  coatrihh 
tions :  in  comparifon  of  which  (independent  of  more  tSatoA 
confiderations}  every  payment  required  by  this  bill  beooos 
trifling  and  iniigniflcant.  He  would  again  acknowledge  ffaac 
the  continental  war  had  been  difaftrous ;  but  let  it  alfo  be  » 
knowledged,  that  in  the  mean  time  Great  Britain  bad  fboai 
means,  by  fuch  a  fucceffion  of  naval  vidories,  as  fbipab  d 
the  annals  even  of  Engliih  hiftorv^  to  dcftroj  the  ^oec,  t^ 
commerce,  and  the  navigation  of  the  enemy. 

Could  the  noble  Baron  ferioufly  talk  of  our  difgraces  by  As 
war,  in  the  prefence  of  his  country nten  juftly  pioudoffiRfc 
glorious  recollcdions.  And  what  then  had  beeq  the  icfidt? 
We  remain  in  full  poflei&on  of  the  empire  <£  the  feas,  amdef 
ineflimable  advantages  to  our  colonies,  commerce,  and  !» 
pufadqres  \  atid  with  a  balance  of  trade  fo  large,  that  he  vs 
afraid  even  tq  ftate  it ;  although  the  grea(  and  increafir^  iiH 
flux  of  bullion  dufing  the  laft  twelve  months  would  afiii 
ample  demonstration  of  it. 

Such  then  was  our  fitv^ation  at  a  moment^when  <Hxr  rdcol- 
lefs  enemy,  inflead  of  meeting  u$  with  a  fpirit  of  conciliaDaiw 
inftead  of  availing  herfelf  of  the  too  liberal  facri^ces  wMi 
we  were  difpofed  to  makp  for  peace,  had  avo\^^  and  decl»pl 
that  we  have  no  terms  to  expe^ ;  and  that  the  war  fliaU  not 
clofe  otherwife  than  by  our  entire  fubjugation.  We  woe 
driven  to  the  alternative,  either  to  maintain  our  indeptodencs 
and  fuperiority,  pr  to  profrrate  ourfelves  at  th^  feet  of  dK 
mad  and  mtxc\\tk  JOireHaire,  Under  fuch  a  pred^ran^ent.  Ae 
iiecefiity  of  a  l^rge  fupply  was  moft  evident,  (t  iQigbtlnilBei 
be  a  queftion,  whether  to  hnd  that  fupply  by  the  nrdinnf 
mode  of  funding,  or  to  raife  a  confid^rable  proportioQ  xf jfe 

within  a  (liortand  limited  period.     Let  it  then  be ^~^ 

^h*^^  it  vr??.tlie  evident  a^d  bpafted  objc^  of  the 


.J 
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bavift  ourfunding  fyftem  x  this  alone  (eetiied  to  be  a  fufficient 
peafon  for  evincing,  by  a  ftrong  exertion  of  public  fpirit,  tliat 
fife  can  find  the  fupplies  of  the  year  without  bearing  hard  on 
cbat  fyftem.  Nothing  can  be  more  fallacious  than  the  in-^^ 
Ference,  that  becaufe  tlie  funding  fyftem  has  fo  long  been  ufed 
lyitli  fuccefs^  it  is  therefore  now  wife  to. employ  it  to  the  full 
extent  pfour  wants«  inftead  of  refervihg  it  for  a  fubfequcnt 
ycar»  if  it  (hould  then  he  neceflary  to  have  recourfe  to  it. 
Xbere  is  indifputably  more  wealth  in  the  kingdom  at  prefent 
t-han  in  any  former  period  ;  ftili  it  may  not  be  expedient  to 
add  materially  to  the  quantity  of  funded  fecurities  in  the 
market. 

His  l^ordfliip  fold  he  Would  .not  Cmplify  the  queftion,  6y 
reducing  it  to  the  fum  propofed  to  be  raifed  by  the  bill.  Is  it 
advLfeable  to  lofe  fifteen  millions  within  two  or  three  years 
by  a  contribution  from  the  general  property  of  the  country  ;  • 
or  (hall  we  borrow  that  funl  on  perpetual  taxes,  taking  the 
3  per  cents,  fuppofe  at  44 ;  depreciating  the  public  credit; 
exhaufting  our  future  means;  and  (inftead  of  fufFering  a 
ihort  and  temporary  inconvenience)  loading  ourfelves  and 
ourpofterity  with  1,500,000!,  a  year  perpetual  taxes;  ex- 
cluGve  of  the  increafed  expence  which  muft  confequently 
affed  the  other  loans  of  the  year  ? 

Still,  however,  admitting  the  expediency  of  the  contri- 
bution, a  doubt  might  be  raifed  as  to  the  mode  of  adjufting 
it,  which  had  been  adopted  by  ,the  bill  before  the  Houfe. 
Noble  Lords  had  varied  much  in   the  conftrudion  given 
to  that  mod«.     In  his  opinion  it  was  not  a  tax  ehher  on 
capital  income  or  expenditure ;    it    was  '*  a  contribution 
rated  on  the  vifible  criterion  of  the  afleifes  taxes,   fubjeA  to 
various  modifications  and  exemptions."    He  was  aware  of 
the  objeflions  to  which  the  meafure  of  eftimating  the  capa- 
city of  the  contributor  by  th^  amount  of  hi^  aflefled  taxes 
ftands  fairly  liable.     In  thany  inftances  it  would  bear  inade- 
quately on  thofe  of  great  property  and  on  rich  capitalifts. 
And  certainly  it  was  to  be  wiflied  that  in  a  public  crifis^ 
when  the  danger  calls  for  fome  facrifice  in  onjcr  to  preferve 
'    great  and  eflential  interefts ,    all  fhould  contribute  in  an 
'    equal  proportion,  with  the  exception  only  of  thofe,  who  by 
^    their  labour  or  otherwife,    derive  a  mere  fufficiency  for 
i    thcmfclves  and  for  their  families.     The  prejudices  or  good 
'     fenfc  of  the  country  were*  not  prepared  to  allow  an  enquiry 
^titdjlbc  circumftances  of  individuals  :  the  meafure  muft  re- 
to  great  inequalities,  notwithftanding  all  the 
m^fications  whidi  had  been  foaaxiouily 
4  M  2  introduced 
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introduced  into  the  bill.    The  next  mode,  fliort  oFa  difcb. 
Aire  of  circumflances^  is  the  fort  of  declaration  on  oath  le- 

SiUiied  by  the  bill  in  cafe  of  aj)ped :  and  here  he  would  cixi* 
fiky  that  he  fliould  have  had  no  otijedion,  ifthc  nccdfiif 
impofed  on  many,  by  the  quantum  6f  the  requifitkin,  to 
declare  upon  oath  that  what  they  pay  is  not  lefs  than  a  teatk 
part  of  their  incomes,  had  been  extended  to  all  iticooies 
whatever  above  a  certain  limit.  It  was  difficult  to  fay,  ^hy 
A.  B.  in  confequehce  of  being  taxed  more  than  a  tenth  (sf 
his  inconne,  (hould  be  driven  to  ti  declaration  of  income, 
'whilll  C.  D.  becaufe  he  Is  taxed  perhaps  only  a  twentieth  or 
a  fortieth,  (liall  (land  exempt  from  any  declaration.  Tbeit 
was  one  more  point  on  which  he  could  have  gone  farther  to- 
wards enforcing  an  equality  of  contribution  ;  he  could  ba^' 
(lated,  that  incomes  arifing  from  land  and  houfes,  or  firora 
the  intereft  of  capital,  fhould  pay  in  a  larger  propoctioQ, 
than  incomes  dependent  on  annuities  for  life,  or  on  pd^- 
ilons,  or  on  trade. 

But  notwithdanding  the(e  admiffions,  that  there  might  be 
fome  inequalities  in  tne  operation  (as  thdre  mud  be  in  ieirtrj 
finance  meafure  of  any  magnitude)  he  would  venture  to  af* 
fert,  that  in  the  refult  there  would  be  very  few  cafes  indeed,  is 
lyhich  the  hardfhip  ought  not  to  be  borne  with  chearfulnefe, 
when  compared  with  th^ great  intel-eds  that  every  individual 
}\as  at  Hake.  The  queftion  to  be  afked  is  hot  whether  one 
ipdividual  is  liable  to  pay  proportionably  more  than  anodier, 
but  whether  in  any  given  cafe  the  extraordfnary  aid  required 
will  be  more  than  ought  to  be  given  ?  Arid^  with  refpeA  to 
opulent  perfoxis,  many  of  whom  may  be  infufficieatl? 
cached  by  the  bill,  he  muft  logdly  fay,  that  every  man  oif 
that  defcription  ought  in  confcience,  honour,  and  perlbnal 
wifdom,  to  come  forwards,  and  (hould  difdain  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  delicacy  and  tenderhefs  of  parliament  which 
had  not  required  any  ftrid  examination  into  incomes'  or  j^to- 
perty. 

The  meafure  was  novel ;  but  the, public  Gtuatidn  'aII5  titf 
novel.  It  was  a  temporary  defalcation  of  a  fmaMpiit  of 
our  enjoyments  for  the  fecurity  of  the  remainder.    TmI  "^ 


faloation  could  in  no  cafe  go  to  the  demand'  of  iboM  MMHi 
tpnth  :.  it  was  incumbent  on  all  that  in  no  cafe  it'dMlpc» 
to  the  payment  of  lefs  than  a  tenth. 

.  The  Earl  of  UvtrpooJ^  in  explanation,  ftaled  tllu?\ 
of  the  exports  and  imports,  as  a  proof  of  wliit'Ka  tat 
refpeding  tbeprofperity.  of  the  commerce  oFtfa'ioqllll 
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The  Duke  of  Bedfcrd  faid,  he  rofc  limfer  fome  degree  of 
difficulty  s(nd  embarraflmenty  as  he  had  uildcrftood  it  was  in« 
tended  to  move  the- fecond  reading  of  the  bill.  Having  gone 
out  of  the  Houfc  for  a  fhorr  time,  however,  he  foiiiri  ihat 
the  bill  had  been  read  a  fecond  time,  and  the  queftion  pi|t 
Ibr  g()ing  into  a  Committee.  He  did  not  meati  to  complam 
of  this^  he  knew  he  had  no  right  to  do  id  ;  and  a^  he  had 
-«ome  down  to  ftate  his  objeAion  to  the  bill,  he  wi(hed  it  to 
be  underftood  that  his  oppofiiion  to  the  bill  did  not  arife  from 
a  perfuafion  that  it  was  unneceflary  to  go  into  the  Committee, 
that  the  meafure  was  fo  perfeA  as  to  require  no  modiftcationy 
but  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  completely  hoftile  to  its 
principle.  Though  he  had  no  right  to  compkiin  of  what  had 
taken  place  in  his  abfence,  he  could  not  help  being  furprifed 
that  f4)ch  a  meafure  could  be  offered  without  fome  explana* 
tion  by  thofe  who  propofed  it,  or  that  the  Houfe  (hbuld  allow 
tjie  bill  to  be  read  a  fecond  time  without  any  difcuflion.  The 
bill  tob,  confifting  of  50  pages,  had  but  the  preceding  day  been 
hid  before  the  Houfe,  and  now  their, Lordfhtps  were  called 
upon  to  come  to  a  decifion  after  fo  fliort  a  period  for  refledion» 
Having  had  fo  (hort  a  period  to  examine  it  with  attention,  he 
could  not  pretend  to  underhand  it  completely^  and  if  he 
committed  anv  miftakes  he  hoped  for  their  indulgence.  On 
the  bill  as  it  itood  when  it  came  out  of  the  Committee  of  tho 
Houfe  of  Conmions,  he  was  prepared  to  argue,  but  with  the 
whole  of  the  provisions  as  they  might  fince  have  been  modi-* 
fied,^  he  Was  not  p^riedly  acquainted.  Confidering  that  thel 
mode  of  ralfing  the  fupplies  within  the  year  had  been  laid 
afide,  he  could  not  have  imagined  that  the  Minider  would 
bring  fo  novel  a  merifure  forward  without  any  arguments  in 
its'  fupport.  He  was  obliged  therefore  to  guefs  at  the  argu- 
ments iy  which  it  might  be  defended,  in(bad  of  anfwering 
fhofe  which  had  been  advanced*.  He  trufted  that  fome  better 
jreafpn  would  have  been  given  for  the  Houfe  agreeing  to  « 
particular  meafure  of  finance,  than  the  addrefs  which  the 
noUe  Secretary  had  read  Did  the  noble  Lord  imagine  thatac 
general  pledge  of  fupport  obliged  the  Houfe  tOacquiefce  hi 
any  plan  for  raifing  the  ftJppUes  ?  M uft  their  Lordflilps  re- 
nounce all  pretenfion  to  cxercife  the  power  of  deliberation 
6n  the  means  by  which  the  fnpply  was  to  be  raffed,  becaufe 
they  might  have  redognized  the  ncceffity  of  exertion  ?  One 
.  Mihifter  indeed  faid,  that  every  man  had  a  difFereht  defcrip- 
lion  for  the  meafure,  add  he  mfjght  havfe  added  that  almofl 
every  man  varied  in  thedcfcriptian  which  he  had  farmed  fo* 
:  hhnfclf. 
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htmfdf.  One  hoble  hofd  faid  it  wasa^tax  Upon  t^penditatt, 
another  faid  it  was  a  CQntri)>utiQn  on  property.     Could  aaf 
thing  be  more  dilTiniilar  than  the  terms  ot  thele  defcrimionsft 
or  convey  more  oppofite  ideas  of  the  objeds  to  which  tlicy 
apply  ?    The  iirft  queftion  which  occurs  is,  whether  it  if 
expedient  to  raife  a  part  of  the  fupplies  within  the  year} 
Next,  whether  it  was  expedient  at  the  prefent  mamcmil 
And  then,  whether  the  bill  before  the  Houfe  was  the  bet 
inode  by  which  fuch  a  plan  could  be  carried  into  e€ed^ 
Perhaps  it  might,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  to  make 
the  people  reflefi  upon  the  value  of  the  objefis  for  which  thcj 
embarked  in  war,  and  the  expence  at  which  they  mufl  be 
purchafed.    But  was  it  expedient  now,  at  a  time  wheo  the 
public  ftinds  were  To  reduced,  when  by  the  laws  which  pro- 
hibited individuals  to  lend  to  individuals  beyond  a  certaia  rate 
t>f  intered,  Government  had  a  monopoly  of  money,  and 
when  others  had  no  means  of  procuring  it,  was  this  a  tioie  to 
call  upo;i  men  for  contributions  which  they  could  not  raife  I 
When  land  mufl  be  fold  at  a  lofs,  and  mortgaging  was  out  of 
the  queftion ;  when  thofe  who  had  money  in  the  funds  could 
not  i<ll  QUt  without  enormous  lofs,  was  this  a  time  to  make 
demands  which  individuals  had  no  means  to  anfwer  }  What* 
ever  defcription,  amidd  fo  many  oppofite  ones,  'ought  be  ap* 
pHed  to  the  bill,  if  the  Turn  which  it  impofed  could  cafily 
be  got,  its  amount,  in  proportion  to  the  whole  of  a  man's 
income,  might  not  be  fo  feverely  felt.    If,  for  inftance,  he 
htmfelf,  or  any  individual,  were  aifeiTed  at  loooL  and  could 
eafily  borrow  that  fum  at  5I..  per  cent,  he  ihould  be  obliged 
to  retrench  in  his  expenditure  no  more  at  once  than  50L  a 
year.     If,  however,  he  could  not  borrow  the  money,  he 
ihould  be  obliged  at  once  to  diminifli  the  expenditure,  and 
make  retrenchment  to  the  full  amount  of  the  loooL  But  no- 
thing could  be  more  inadequate  than  the  aflefled  taxes  as  a 
criterion  of  incopie  through  expenditure.  The  fa£t  was»  that 
whatever  defcription  might  be  applied  to  the  bill.  Government 
was  determined  to  take  fo  much  money  out  of  the  pockets  of 
the  people;  and  provided  the  money  was  obtained,  they  were 
not  foUcitous  by  what  means.    The  effeft  of  the  meafurej^ 
however,  would  be  tooccafion  a  general  redudlLon  of  expen- 
diture, and  confequently  a  great  defalcation  of  the  public 
revenue.    Suppofe  that  a  perfon  now  contributes  to  the  aBef- 
fed  taxes  a  6oth  part  of  his  income,  the  quintuple  afieOVnent 
becomes  a  loth  part  of  the  whole.  Was  not  there  an  obvious 
danjgcr  that  this  fudden  and  heavy  demand,  would  occafion  a 

retrench- 
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^  retrenchment  fatal  toconfumptfoh  aind  to  the  taxes  dependant 
B  upon  it?  ft  was  not  millihers  or  coach-makers  alone,  of 
'*  v^hom  the  noble  Lord  fpoke  with  fo  little  regret,  but  perhaps 
B  100,000  perfons  in  the  metropolis,  fupported  by  fuch  manu- 
^'  fadures,  that  woold  fuflfer.  What  would  be  .the  confequcjice 
e  to  the  revenue  by  the  fudden  retrenchment  which  this  mek* 
:  fnre  rendered  neccflarv  ?  The  old  taxes  were  about  feventcen 
t  millions ;  if  then  a  tenth  part  of  (he  Income  of  the  coiintVy 
I  is  required  by  this  bill,  the  redu£lion  of  a  tenth  part  of  this 
e  income  will  on  thefe  feventeen  millions  create  a  defalcation 
of  1,740,0001*  But  it  was  faid.that  Government  received 
rx  the  money,  ?ind  it  would  be  employed  in  fupporting  other 
r  branches  of  ufeful  manufaSures.  But  would  not  fuch  a  fud- 
t  den  increafe  occafion  a  very  great  redu^ion  of  expenditure  ; 
c  and  was  it  not  feen  that  the  old  taxes  were  mod  afFeded  by 
r  the  new  burdens  that  were  hnpofed.  Again,  was  this  a  pro- 
g  ^  per  time  to  call  upon  the  people  for  fo  great  an  additional 
llim,  when  it  was  proved  by  the  evidence  of  the  colledors  of 
y  the  revenue,  that  the  prefent  taxes  could  not  be  obtained 
e  without  the  greateft  difficulty.  At  no  period  had  this  country 
ever  paid  more  in  one  year  than  twenty  millions ;  but  when 
the  whole  of  the  burdens  of  the  new  taxes  and  of  the  prefent 
fum  were  included,  the  fum  to  be  raifed  in  one  year  would 
be  found  to  be. thirty  millions.  Did  their  Iyord(hips  confider 
•  what  muft  be  the  ponfequences  of  railing  one-third  more  upon 
the  people  of  thts  country,  than  they  ever  yet  paid  in  one 
year  i  Were  they  aware  of  the  retrenchments  that  would  be 
neccflary,  and  the  decay  of  revenue  that  would  enfue  ^  When 
they  tonfidcred  thefe  things  they  ought  to  paufe.  They 
might  be  led  fo  believe  ths^t  it  was  impoflUble  at  once  to  draw 
fo  large  a  fum  from  the  people,  without  permanent  injury 
to  the  public.  The  unpopularity  of  the  meafure  was  treated 
with  much  indifference.  It  was  faid  to  be  confined  to  the 
metropolis.  Suppofing,  however,  it  were  chiefly  confined 
to  the  metropolis,  ought  not  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  pay 
one-foui*th  ot  the  whole  to  have  confiderable  weight  with 
their  Lordfhips  ?  But  many  other  places  befides  the  metro- 
polis, the  city  of  York,  &c.  had  cxprefTed  their  difappr9ba- 
tion  of  the  principle  of  the  meafure.  The  manufaduring 
towns  were  not  fo  immediately  afFefted  by  the  meafure,  and 
^s  for  Scotland  he  believed  that  no  great  ihare  of  the  burthen 
would  now  fall  upon  that  country.  The  noble  Earl  (Liver- 
pool) fpoke  of  the  approbation  of  the  meafure  expreflcd  in  a 
fcttef  fftJTO  QiafgoWf    When  bis  Lordlhip  was  at  the  pains 
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to  poict  out  what  W9fi  fexious  and  wlut  Iroitical  ia  that  teiter, 
the  Houfc  would  have  been  oblige^  to  bitn  had  he  potn&ed 
put  M^hat  was  ironical  and  wliat  ;i/v{is  &rjous  in  his  owa 
fpeech.  Surely  it  was  impoHihle  that  he  could  intend  manj 
of  the  obfervations  contaiued  in  his  fpeech  to  be  (criooflj 
underftood.  With  regard  to  (lopping  ttie  fupplies,  it  vis 
clear  that  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Holland)  meant  that  be 
was  not  willing  to  agree  any  farther  to  fupplies,  till  fcmse 
pledge  was  given  that  they  would  be  employed  more  to  the 
advantage  of  the  country  than  they  had  hithcito  been  (Lad 
JGrcnvilTe  cried  bearf  hear  !j  He  was  glad  to  find  diat  the 
noble  Secretary  now  heard.  Had  the  noble  Earl  hcanl  a  iitxk 
'better  before,  he  would  not  liavc^  faid  fo  much  about  the  ruin 
that  would  enfue  from  refufmg  fupplies,  upon  the  fuppofi- 
tion  that  his  noble  friend  had  faid  what  he  never  did  fay. 

Admitting,  however,  for  the  fake  of  argument,  (and  ac 
otherwife  could  he  admit)  that  it  was  expeaient  to  raife  tkis 
fum  within  the  year,  was  the  prefent  bill  f^h  as  to  cany 
fudi  a  plan  into  effe£l  with  lead  injuflice  and  oppreiEoax 
The  bill,  however,  was  obvioufly  unjuft,  and  no  ittuaxaon, 
4ie  conceived,  ought  to  induce  that  Houfe  to  (andton  injof- 
tice.  Inconoe  was  of  various  kinds,  and  yet  expenditure  was 
all  lubje^d  to  the  fame  ftandaid  of  contribution.  l!be  ca&s 
of  injuftice  were  extremely  numerous.  The  people  of  indof- 
try  were  taxed  with  the  fame  feveriiy  as  income  from  capita!. 
Was  it  juft  to  drive  men,  not  merely  to  retrench  luxuries, 
but  to  abridge  what  habit  had  rendered  neceflaries,  to  pay 
this  impoft  ?  The  rich  might  be  obliged  to  give  up  the  to^ 
sner,  but  the  middling  claUes  would  as  certainly  be  obliged 
to  ffive  up  the  latter. 

One  principal  ground  on  which  the  meafure  was  defend- 
ed,  was  the  ultimate  faving  it  would  gccafion  to  pofteritj. 
He  had  heard  a  perfon  In  another  place  argue,  that  u>  raife 
fifteen  millions  ia  this  way  indcad  of  funding,  would  be  aa 
ultimate  laving  of  thirty  millions.  If  fuch  an  aflfertion  haA 
been  made  by  a  Cchool-boy,  he  would  have  been  fent  back  to 
his  arithmetic  to  learn  better,  and  nobody  could  have  liifteocd 
to  the  argument  for  a  moment.  If  it  could  be  proved,  oo  the 
contrary,  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  the  meafuie,  as  he 
conceived  it  could,  one  great  argument  in  its  favour  woyU 
be  removed.  Suppofe  then  that  the  fum  raifed  by  tbia  KB 
would  be  fixteen  millions  in  little  more  than  two  years,  |y» 
(]b»re  of  it  would  in  that  period  be  lo^cool.  This  lOyOOcL 
was  one  li^-hundredth  part  of  the  whole.   What  peatUMI 
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.cluugc  would  this  fixteen  laillipna  occafion  i  i,5oo»oool.  it 
was  faidi  though  he  believed  it  would  be  lefs*  A  lo^n  might 
.be  obtained,  from  the  beft  infoFm^tion  he  had  received,  at 
about  45,  or  fay  44,  at  9  per  cent,  this- made  a  pcnrmgnent 
charge  of  i,38o|0ool.  Of  this  his  annual  proportion  at 
looot.  would  be  840I.  The  queftion  then  i^»  whether  it 
would  be  better  to  charge  his^  income  with  thi$  fum  qf  84c4* 
for  45  years,  or  to  buy  it  oiF^  and  by  purchafing  i:n  the  Long 
Annuities  there  would  be  a  gain  of  fix  pounds  P  So-tb^t  the 
permanent  burdeo  to  be  .incurred  from  raifmg  this  Cxt^en 
millions  by  loan  and  funding,  would  be  icfs  than  that  im* 
pofed  upon  the  individuals  who  contribute  to  the  prefeiit 
plan.  In  this  manner,  unlefs  thi^  calculatioja  was  proved  to 
be  erroneous,  and  he  might  be  miftaken  in  that  point,  it  w^s 
clekr  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  this  oncafure. 

But  it  was  to  intimidate  the  enemy*  Hew  could  any  man 
conceivie  that  9  meafure  fo  unpopular,  that  wpuld.be  cstrricd 
:into  ttkSt  with  fo  much  vexation  and  opprefllon,  could  pro- 
duce that  unanimity  by  which  the  enemy  could  be  intinii' 
4ated  P  It  was  faid  to  be  calculated  to  relieve  iheftocikholder, 
but  he  could  not  fee  what  title  the  ftpckhold^r  had  :Ko  claim 
fuch  relief.  The  country  had  already  contributed  fvrfEciently 
to  the  relief  of  the  flockholder,  and  it  was  fair  that  heibould 
take  his  ibare  in  the  public  burden.  If  he  could  hope^'that 
any  thing  he  had  to  offer  could  produce  any  efFei^  in  the 
Committ^,  he  ihould  referve  what  he  had  to  £iy  on  the  pro- 
fVifions  of  the  bill.  As  this  was  not  the  cafe,  he  ihould  now 
makea  few  obfervations  on  this  head.  With,  refpeil  to  the 
declaration  of  income,  all  writers  on  political  affairs  and 
public  liberty  admitted  that  difclofure  was  both  impolitic  and 
oppreflive.  Even  the  framers  of  the  bill  themfelves  admitted 
this.  It  would  not  be  of  advantage  to  the  rich,  it  could  only 
be  ufed  by  thofe  to  whom  the  effcft  of  difclofure  would  be 
mod  prejudicial.  It  afforded  a  choice  between  ruin  and  fub- 
miflion:  ruin  to  credit  by  difclofure,  and  ruin ^by  contribu- 
tion beyond  ability.  It  was  infulting'to  fay  that  a  fingle 
horfe  was  kept  for  pleafure ;  a  horfc  was  indifpenfable  to 
traders  In  the  country,  yet  they  were  now  to  be  iubje£led  to 
the  triple  affcffment,  notwiihUanding  the  great  expence  fuch 
perfons  had  fuftained  by  the  provilional  cavalry  aft.  The  in- 
juftice  of  making  men  pay  for  paft  expendiiure  was  too  gla- 
ringly unjuft  to  (land  in  need  of  any  further  ilhiftraiion. 

Their  Lordfhips  were  now  about  to  give  their  fanflion  to 
a  meafure  which  abandoned  the  whole  fyitem  of  finance,  and 

Vol.  I.  1798.  4  N  eftablifhcd 


^^4*  WOODFALL'S  PARLIAM£NTARV   K.E: 

cftaMilhed  one  entirely  new.    They  were  not  als  ! 

of  the  confequences  it  would  produce-  ~  Unpopc  I 
gree  it  was  admitted  to  be ;  that  it  would  not  l>e  a  | 
faving  he  thought  he  had  (hewn.  Such  a  meafi 
ha^^e  intimidated  the  enemy,  if  it  had  not  been  ^ 
Parliament  that  had  acquiefced  in  all  the  mea  Ainrs  • 
niflier ;  but  when  they  faw  it  carried  againfl  tike  fn, 

rpeople  by  a  compliant  majority,  what  conclufion  c 
draw,  but  that  the  funding  fyftem  was  exhaufted  ? 
was  convinced  was  not  the  cafe.  The  difficulty : 
great  loaiis  was  the  difficulty  of  providing  the  iote 
how  could  thofe  infift  upon  this  when  (hey  ^vrere  reai 
pofe  fo  large  a  fum  upon  the  country  in  one  yeai 
meafure  would  be  as  oppreiTive  in  its  operation,  « 
unjuft  in  its  principle.  To  rejc£l:  the  meafure  vrnoak 
to  refufe  fupplies,  it  would  only  oblige  the  Minifkcr  t 
•^o  fome  mode  of  raifing  money  lefs  objediooabie  in 
-ture,  and  lefs  oppreflive  to  the  public.     His  Grace  d 

.  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  argue  the  fubjed  of  this  el 
.dinary  bill  upon  its  own  grounds^  independent  of  atnj 
feelings  whatever.    It  was  not,  in  fzSt,  by  any  means  a 
queftion,  nor  ought  it  to  be  treated  as  fuch. 

Lord  Hay  (Earl  of  Kinnoul)  though  he  could  add  nD 
to  the  noble  defence  of  the  bill  entered  into  by  noble  Ex 
the  noble  Baron  (Lords  Liverpool  and  Auckland)  who 
already  fpoken,  he  wiflicd  to  offer  a  few  ohfervations  npon 
fubje£t.  He  [irofeffed  himfelt  happy  at  hearing  what  had  hi 
from  a  noble  Puke  (Bedford)  in  the  conclufion  of  his  fpce 
namely « that  he  did  not  wifh  to  make  the  prefent  a  party  ^ 
tion.  But  much  as  he  hoped,  that  nothing  of  a  party  fjii 
Aiould  be  introduced  in  it,  he  feared  the  contrary  was  thcd 
efpecially  when  he  rccolledlcd  certain  paffages  of  the  tlaqoa 
fpeech  of  another  nobleman  (Lord  Holland)  wherein  begi 

•  fifted  on  the  diffidence  and  diftruft  with  which  the  condofi  a 
the  prefent  Adminiftration  Ihoold  he  viewed,  and  which  (hask 
be  carried  to  the  length  of  refufing  them  the  fupplie$.     Soffj 
he  was  that  party  zeal  fiiould  thus  be  involved  with  the  priod- 
ple  of  the  bill,  which  it  was  his  wi(h  (hould  be  djfcu^  bUj 
on  its  own  bottom,  to  (land  or  (all  on  .its  merits  or  derQfrilk 
What  was  it  that  is  required  by  the  noble  Lord  (Holland)  fcifr- 
vious  to  his  permitting  the  fuppiies  to  be  granted?    Notbi^ 
lefs  than  a  radical  Reform  in  Parliamentary  Keprefentaciflk' 
and  a  fundamental  change  of  fyftcm.   But  was  the  noUelJW 
and  the  Houfc  prepared  to  give  this  pledge  for  reftifilL-lMl 
chaiige  d{  fyAcm,  without  givmg  a  qucllioq  fa       '  ^ 
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even  a  tnoment's  confide^ation  ?  A  queftion  in  which  the 
wifeft  men  in  the  nation  dircovered  the  greateft  danger  and  dif- 
ficulties. Or  was  it  in  the  prcfent  ftatc  of  the  country  that  it 
was  proper  to  come  forward  witl^  fuch  a  pledge  ?  Or  was  it  at  ft 
criils  urgent  and  dangerous  as  the  prefent  was,  when  we  attend- 
ed to  the  relative  iltuation  of  this  country  and  of  France,  that 
'fuch  fpeculatlve  opinions  were  to  be  agitated  and  indulged  in  ? 
As  to  the  meafure  before  their  Lordihips,  he  was  free  to  confefs 
tliat  its  operation,  like  that  of  all  taxes,  muft  fall  heavy  on  the 
countiy ;  but  it  muA  he  generally  agreed  that,  when  we  attend 
to  the  prefcnt  difpofitions  and  declarations  of  France  refpedling 
this  nation,  it  is  wjfe>  and  politic,  and  necefiary  to  make  a 
^reat  and  unufual  exertion  ;  to  call  forth  that  exertion  was  the 
objeS  of  iiie  prefent  bill,  and  he  fa\y  no  other  meafuc  by  which 
i'uch  exertion  could  be  more  efficacioufly  produced.  He  would 
not  then  enter  at  large  into  any  difcuffion  refpefking  the  war  ; 
he  would  Umply  periift  in  pronouncing  that  it  wasjuft  and  ne* 
ccflary  in  its  origin,  and  that  its  furthfer  profecution  was  un- 
avoidable. This  had  been  acknowledged  by  the  unanimous 
addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament  to  the  Throne,  by  which 
all  parties  had  pledged  themfelves  to  abide.  This  unaniitious 
Addref:>  had  the  moft  powerful  effefi  on  the  enemy,  and  the 
hoftile  fpirit  of  that  enemy  was  ftill  more  cJearly  than  ever 
mauifefted  in  what  had  been  declared  that  night  to  the  Houfe 
hy  a  noble  and  diAiiiguilhed  Lord  (Auckland);  The  fame 
fpirit  as  ftrongly  difplayed  itfelf  in  the  pr<^refs  of  the  late  ne* 
gociation,  and  while  that  fpirit  continued  to  adluate  their  con- 
duS,  couid  we  think  of  peace,  utilefs  at  the  fame  time  wc 
could  bring  ourielves  tamely  to  fubmit  to  bow  the  neck  to 
France  i  unlefs  we  were  ready  to  deliver  up  the  country  to  the 
iiiercy  of  the  French  Diredtory,  and.prcdrate  it  at  their  feet? 
When  fuch  was  the  alternative  to  which  we  were  driven,. he 
was  fqrprifed  to  hear  of  any  oppofition  in  the  Houfe,  efpeciahy 
as  the  noble  Lords,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  oppofmg  Minii-^ 
ters,  had  pledged  themfelves  to  concur  in  a  vigorous  profecution 
of  the  war,  inould  the  enemy  peiCft  in  refUfmg  to  accept  of 
moderate  and  equitable  terms  of  peace.  Such  terms  they  had 
rejefted,  yet  ftjil  thofe  noble  Lords  perfcvered  in  thei.r  oppofi* 
tioD.  He  would  not,  his  LordQiip  faid,  impute  improper  mo- 
tives to  any  men,  or  pretend  to  read  their  hearts,  neither  would 
[  he  allow  himfclf  to  fuppofe,  that  any  whom  he  bad  the  honour- 
I  of  addref£ng  were  influenced  by  the  arrogant  opinion  that  thef 
abne  were  fufficient  to  guide  the  helm  of  State.  But  he  muft 
remind  the  Houfe  of  the  declaration  of  the  French  Govern** 
ment,  that  it  was  abfolutelv  neccffary,  that  one  of  the  two 
4  N  2  Govern- 
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Governments  tnuft  fall,  for  that  both  could  not  ftand.  )f  onr 
thcrcfoie  mtift  fall,  he  thanked  God,  there  was  yet  fpirie, 
energy,  and  rcrources  in  the  country  to  enable  us  to  maintain 
the  expcnccs.  The  enemy  had  compared  this  country  to  Car- 
thage, but  he  trtifted,  we  Ihould  never,  like  the  Cardiagtnians, 
mit  to  a  fcrvile  peace.  It  were  better  to  pcrifby  than  to  fob- 
fubmit  to  diflionour.  Ought  not  the  threats  of  the  enemy, 
however,  to  roufe  the  fpirit  of  this  country,  and  call  forth 
their  refources,  which  he  trufteJ  would,  under  the  Providence 
of  God  lower  their  banghty  tone,  afliiage  their  malice»  and 
confound  their  devices?    . 

The  fimple  qoeftion  was,  whether  the  national  refources 
were  to  be  drawn  in  the  manner  enaSed  by  the  hill  before 
the  Houfe.  A  noble  Duke  had  fjrid,  that  we  might  ftill  refort 
to  the  Funding  Syftem,  in  order  to  raife  the  fuppltes.  Whe- 
ther this  might  not  be  done  was  at  the  prefent  moment  a  mat- 
ter of  very  delicate  difcuffion — not  that  he  meant  to  infinuate 
that  this  fj'ftcm  was  exhauded,  but  to  contend  that  prudence 
and  found  pdicy  admonifhed  us  not  to  have  recourfc  to  it  an- 
der  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the  country.  A»  to  the  beft 
criterion  of  income,  he  could  not  fee  that  a  more  perfed  one 
than  that  of  expenditure  could  be  taken  ;  the  rooft  ol^Aionablie 
operation  of  the  bill  had  been  duly  attended  to,  and  obviated 
in  the  other  Houfc  of  Parliament,  by  the  modifications  that 
had  been  introduced  into  it.  He  was  glad  to  fee  that  the  ope- 
ration of  it  had  been  made  to  fall  fo  lightly  on  the  lower  da&s 
of  the  community,  as  it  greatly  tended  to  make  it  fatisfadlory 
to  die  public  mind.  He  owned  he  thought  the  beft  means  of 
a  tmut  ability  to  pay  the  tax,  was  the  extent  of  his  paft  ex- 
penditure, I'he  bill  was  faid  to  be  un{X)pular ;  but  all  tax- bills 
muft,  from  their  nature,  be  unoopular,  and  it  was  much  to 
the  honour  of  the  right  honourable  Gentleman  who  propoied 
it,  that  he  was  not  deterred  by  dread  of  unpopularity  from 
performing  any  great  and  important  duty,  on  the  performance 
of  which  he  was  fure  the  country  would  judge  impartially,  and 
favourably  decide.  His  Lordfhip  faid,  he  muft  oppofe  him> 
felf  to  that  part  of  the  fpeecli  of  the  noble  Duke  which  re- 
fpefled  landed  property.  So  far  from  its  being  materially  in- 
jured, he  muft  obierve,  that  the  price  and  fale  of  lands,  com- 
pared with  what  it  was  during  the  American  war,  was  remark- 
ilblv  high.  In  ftiort,  every  view  of  our  refources,  our  crfedit, 
and  our  commerce,  was  fo  flattering,  that  he  was  convinced, 
^weful  as  our  fiiuaiion  was,  if  the  country  would  but  put  forrfa 
its  vigour,  it  might  bid  defiance  to  the  defpcrate  efibrts  of 
t!ie  enemy,    What  the  French  called  our  tyranny  over  the 

Seas^ 
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Seas,  fhould,  in  his  opihlon^  be  held  as  our  chief  pride  and 
confolat'ion  ;  it  was  the  juft  dominion,  which  our  induftry  and 
courage  had  acquired,  and  it  fhould  particularly  raife  our 
{lopes  and  our  fpirits,  when  we  look  to  the  comparative  fitua- 
tion  of  our  commerce  with  that  of  the  enemy.  This  conipari- 
fon  (hould  animate  us  to  make  the  great  exertion  that  is  now 
deemed  fo  neceflary,  and  by  which  alone  we  can  purchafe  fe- 
carity  to  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity,  and  after  thefe  facrificcs 
and  fttflenngs,  the  bleflingf  c^  a  fafe  and  honouraWe  peace. 
The  bill  fhould  thc^refore  have  his  mod  cordial  fupport. 

Lord  Thurlow  faid,  that  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention  to. 
follow  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  and  to  canvafs  the  argu- 
ments he  had  adduced  refpci^ins;  the  origin  of  the  war,  its  Tub- 
^  fequent  progrefs,  or  the  iucceffes  or  mifcarriages  with  which 
the  condu(S[  of  it  had  been  attended.  Thefe,  furcly,  were 
^  matters  that  had  already  been  fully  difcuffed  ;  and  if  further  dif- 
^  cuflion  were  necef&ry,  he  would  leave  it  to  other  noble  Lords^ 
^;  Neither  could  it  now  be  matter  of  difcuffion  or  of  doubt  whe- 
'^  ther  in  the  prefent  perilous  pofture  of  affairs  great  and  extra- 
^'  ordinary  exertions  were  or  were  not  to  be  made  ;  that  it  was 
^^  necefliiry  to  urge  all  our  united  ftreiigth  and  endeavours  was  a 
^  proportion  to  which  he  believed  the  Houfc  and  the  country 
^^  unanioQOufly  acceded.  Did  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lail, 
\^  more  accurately  attend  to  the  ufual  mode,  of  parliamentary 
^  proceedings,  or  had  the  noble  Earl,  who  fpoke  immediately 
:^  after  the  noble  Baron  (Lord  Liverpool  and  Lord  Holland) 
?►*  done  fo,  he  would  not  have  contended  that  the  Addrefs  of  both 
a*  Houfes  of  Parliament  that  had  been  carried  to  the  Throne 
^'  was  the  (Irongeft  proof  that  the  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the  war 
i-^l  was  acknowledged,  and  ^hat  it  fliould  be  further  proiecuted 
3f*  with  all  the  fpirit  and  energy  which  the  refources  of  the  coun- 
^'  try  enabled  it  to  exert.  Though  on  thefe  affcnions  the  A(U 
^"  drefs  alluded  to  might  fecm  to  fecure  the  acquiefcence  of  il)c 
1^  Houfe,  yet  in  the  after  ftages  of  any  bufinefs  regarding  the 
f  condu£i  and  progrefs  of  the  war,  it  was  perfe6tly  competent 
f  for  any  Member  of  Parliament  to  declare  and  fcrutinize  every 
1^  fubfequent  meafure  of  tl)at  nature  with  full  as  much  freedom. 
ir^  as  if  no  fuch  addrefs  had  previoufly  been  agreed  to>  The  noble 
1^*  Lord  had  the  lefa  need  to  refort  to  fuch  an  j^rgument  to  prove 
>  the  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war ;  as  much  more  urgent  and 
0*  ftroRger  proofs  were  contained  in  the  papers  on  their  Lordfhips 
%  table,  refpefling  the  rupture  of  the  late  negociation.  Thefe 
\S  papers  proved  the  conduS  of  France  on  that  occafion  to  be  not 
i\  only  grofsly  infulting,  but  ridiculous  and  abfurd  in  die  ek- 
fi  trenie.  They  fecmed  to  fhrink  from  the  propofal  or  exam  1- 
jt?       '  '  nation 
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nation  of  any  terms  whatfocvcr,  left  the  Britifh  Negpciator 
ihoald  conlent  to  accept  their  propofal.  Their  language  saA 
their  comlu£t  in  this  important  tranfadion,  above  aJU  pro*e9 
the  necefiity  of  a  further  profccution  of  the  war^  and  of  oor 
adopting  to  that  effect  the  uioll  vii;orous  nveans  of  defence. 

As  to  the  principle  and  general  operation  of  the  bill  dov 
under  their  Lordfhips'  confidcrationy  he  was  not  averle  u^ 
avovt  ihaty  as  far  as  it  was  an  endeavour  to  raife  within  cbe 
year  a  confiderable  portion  of  the  fupplies,  it  was  in  his 
mind  a  wife  and  politic  meafure,  provided  it  could  be  put  ia 
praSice  without  grinding  the  people  too  feverely.    Xbc  ope- 
ration of  the  bill  ^lad  been  (Irongly  obje£^ed  to  by  Ibaic 
uoble  Lords,  as  tending  in  many  in  (lances  to  be  extreoady 
partial.    He  couid  not  deny  but  that  in  many  inftances  it 
might  operate  very  unequally;  but  it  fliould  not  be  forgotten^ 
by  their  LordOiipSy  that  in  a  large  and  comprehenfive  fchctne 
of  taxation,  it  was  iinpoflible  to  afcert^in  with  mathematical^ 
preciHon  what  portion  each  individual  fhould  pay,  fo  as  to 
make  it  bear  with  perfect  equality  upon  all.    Every  fchemc 
of  taxation  (hould  raofl.  undoubtedly  proceed  on  the  principle 
of  an  equal  affcffinent  on  property,  in  payment  of  that  pro- 
tedUon  which  Government  afforded  to  that  property :  ihc 
great  queftions,  therefore,  were,  whether  the  bill  did  not  in 
itfelf  contain  principles  of  inequality  ?    Or  whether  the  beft 
^  criterion  had  been  adopted  in  order  todifcoverand  appreciate 
the  amount  of  property,  fo  as  to  avoid  its  producing  ineqtia- 
lity  of  burthens  ?    When  he  confidered  this  part  df  the  fub- 
je^,  it  by  no  means'occurred  to  him,  neither  did  he  conceive 
that  it  would  occur  to  their  LordOiips,  that  income  was  a 
fair  meafurc  of  property,  efpecially  the  income  of  profeffion- 
al  men,  and  of  perfons  embarked  in  tt:^e,  for  the  income  of 
ftich  perfons  muft  always  be  exceedingly  variable  ;  they  may 
be  often  obliged  to  change  this  year  the  mode  of  living  they 
purfued  the  la(l  year:  as  at  one  time  their  trade  and  profits 
might  be  flourifhing^and  high,  and  at  another  time  fink  aU 
mod  to  nothing.    Their  income  could  not,  therefore,  be,  in 
any  refpeft,  a  fair  criterion  of  property^   Even  if  it  could  b^ 
confidered  as  fuch,  flill  the  aiieifed  taxes  (hould  not  be  feled- 
cd  as  a  proper  meafure  of  expenditure,  efpecially  with  re- 
gard to  perfons  in-bufmefs,  who  from  the  nature  of  their 
calling,  paid  a  confiderable  fum  to  the  afleiTed  taxes,  merely^ 
for  the  inftruments  of  their  trade,  and  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
appearance  in  life  which  was  fo  neceflary  to  fecure  the 
•fte^m  and  confideration  of  the  world.    He  agreed  perfedly 
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Vith  the  noble  Dake,  that  trade  and  profeflions  were  more 
liable  tofluduation  of  income  and  neceffary  change  of  expen- 
iditiirey  than  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  men  of  afcertaincd 
fortunes.  But  this  was  not  the  objeSion  which  principally 
weighed  iipon  his  mind,  or  which  he  vvifhed  more  efpecially 
to  prefs  on  the  attention  of  their  Lordfliips.  Admitting,  for 
the  fake  of  argument,  that  expenditure  was  the  criterion  of 
income,  and  that  the  affeffed  taxes  were  a  fair  meafure  of 
expenditure,  ^ftill  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  account  upon  what  prin- 
ciple it  was  that  the  expenditure  of  the  lait  year  (hould  be 
con(idered  as  the  exclulive  criterion  upon  which  a  fair  and 
adequate  judgment  was  to  be  formed  of  the  expenditure  of  fu- 
ture years.  If  expenditure  was  to  be  viewed  as  the  general 
criterion,  then  the  expenditure  of  every  year  fhould  be  the 
Criterion  of  its  income.  That  was  his  opinion  on  the  fub- 
jed,and  at  that  late  hour  of  the  night,  he  would  only  prefumc 
to  pot  and  repeat  the  queftion,  upon  what  priikiiple  it  was 
that  expenditure  was  to  be  the  meafure  of  income,  and  if 
fo,  why  the  operation  of  the  bill  was  not  to  be  applied  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  future,  as  well  as  the  paft  ? 

Lord  GrenviUe  faid,  he  was  forry  to  be  obliged,  contnlrjr 
to  his  expeftations,  to  rife  and  make  a  few  obfervations  in 
addition  to  thofe  with  which  he  had  prefaced  his  motion,  and 
!n  anfwer  to  the  objeflions  which  had  been  thrown  out 
againft  the  bill  by  the  noble  Lords  who  oppofed  the  meafure: 
And  firft,  he  obferved  that  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  had 
•  entirely  miftaken  him  when  he  fuppofed  that  he  had  aflerted 
that  the  addrefs  to  the  King  on  the  meeting  of  Parliament 
yvas  a  pledge  for  this  particular  mode  of  fupply  ;  he  had  in 
faft  faid  no  fuch  thing,  nor  did  he  think  ir,  but  the  addrefs 
to  which  bealhided  as  bearing  in  it  a  pledge  of  that  kind,  was 
that  which  was  voted  fome  time  after  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  circumftances  of  the  negociation  made  the  bail*; 
of  that  addrefs,  and  on  maturely  weighing  and  examining 
them,  the  Houfe  of  Lords  and  the  Houfe  of  Commons  did 
tolemnly  pledge  themfelves  to  aft  upon  the  full  fpirit  and 
terms  of  that  addrefs.  It  was  the  unanimous  afTertion  of  Par- 
liamenty  and  therefore  he  had  not  (hewn  any  ignorance  of 

i)arfianientary  proceedings.  In  opening  his  motion  for  the 
econd  reading  of  the  bill,  he  thought  that  he  could  not  take 
better  or  more  Aibdantial  grounds  than  that  addrefs  ;  and  in 
'  ftating  it  he  had  only  paid  the  tribute  of  refpeft  that  was  due 
to  Parliament.  Having  fuch  unqueftionable  authority  for 
his  warrant,  the  queftion  was,  whether  any  more  was  necef- 

fa^y 
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fary  to  the  fupport  of  the  meafure?    If  it  were,  he  h»I  al- 
ready dated  it ;  for  it  was  not  true,  as  the  noble  Duke  had 
faid,  that  he  had  grounded  his  motion  fimply  on  the  addrefs, 
for  he  had,  on  the  contrary,  diftindly  dated,  and  he  would  now 
repeat  it,  that  the  Commons  a£ling  on  that  principle,  had  for 
raifmg  a  fupply,  laid  a  contribution,  not  as  had  been  laid,  an. 
the  lower  orders,  but  in  a  very  light  degree  on  the  middle  clafles, 
and  in  a  gradually  rifmg  proportion  on  the  higher  orders,Teilii^ 
at  lad  with  much  the  greater  weight  on  the  firft  clafles  of  ib- 
ciety,  thofc  whom  he  then  addreflfed.  Standing,  as  the  meafure 
did,  upon  fuch  grounds  as  thofe,  it  had  not  been  at  all  incumbeat 
upon  him  to  fay  a  word  more  in  defence  af  it,  till  fomeob- 
jeftions  were  dated  againd  the  deciflon  of  the  Comauxts, 
whofe  duty  it  peculiarly  was  to  attend  to  bufinefs  of  finance, 
and  whofe  means  of  judging  of  the  expediency  of  a  tax,  and 
of  the  detail  of  a  tax  hill,  were  much  greater  and  more  com- 
plete than  their  LordOiips  could  poilibly  have  before  them. 
In  difcuding  the  bill,  it  was  fomewhat  extraordinary  that 
the  noble  Duke  and  the  learned  Lord  (Thurlow)  were  at 
odds,  the  former  difputing  that  which  the  latter  agreed  did 
qot  admit  of  a  doubt ;  namely,  that  fome  meafure  of  this 
Kind  was  abfolutcly  necedary  to  meet  the  bold  hodility,  the 
infidious  defigns,  and  the  prefumptuous  pretenfions  of  the 
enemy.    This  was  not  the  datement  of  an  individual,  who 
could  be  faid  to  be  intereded  in  the  fate  of  the  queftion  ;  but 
the  noble  and  learned  Lord's  authority,  oppofed  to  that  of 
the  noble  Duke  and  of  the  noble  Lord  who  opened  the  oppo- 
fition  of  the  night.    It  was  therefore  to  be  taken  for  granted 
that  great  exertion  ought  to  be  made  either  in  the  funding 
.  way  or  in  this  mode  ;  and  he  hoped  the  noble  and  learned 
Lord's  words  would  be  remembered.    It  fo  happened  that 
funding  was  a  part  of  this  meafure,  which  comprifed  both 
modes  ;  one  great  advantage  of  which  was,  that  it  held  out 
to  the  enemy  the  futility  of  his  only  hope,  and  ihewed  him 
that  this  country  had  within  it  not  only  the  me^ns,  but  the 
fpirit  and  determination  to  ufe  them  ;  that  they  could  not 
only  have  rccourfe,  if  requilite,  to  the  funding  fydem,  but 
that  they  could  alfo  have  recourfe  to  a  fydem  which  had  not 
been  applied  to  in  any  period  of  our  hidory,  or  in  the  beft 
times  ;  and  he  recommended  it  to  thofe  noble  Lords  who 
oppofed  the  bill,  to  confider,  if  there  were  any  among  them 
fo  unprejudiced  as  to  rcfled  upon  it  coolly,  that  there  was 
nothing  which  could  be  more  favourable  to  this  country,  or 
more  likely  to  check  the  prefumption  of  ^he  French,  than 
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that  they  ihould  Toe  that  the  prefltnre  fcotii  ^vhicb  f key  de- 
rived their  hopes  of  ruining  this  conntry,  was  not  felt ;  and 
that  the  country^  after  near  two  ofionths  deliberate  inveftiga- 
tion,  had  adopted  the  plan,  and  that  therefore  it  could  not 
be  confidered  as  a  meafure  of  precipitation. 

The  noble  J3uke  had  made  a  calculation  that  include!  Ms 
own  cafe,  and  had  faid  that  it  would  be  a  meafure  of  better 
policy  to  raifc  the  fum  wanted  by  a  permanent  annuhy  ;  btit 
the  noble  Duke's  calculations  in  that  refpeA  were  erroneous', 
and  furely  their  Lordfliips  mufl  be  aware  that  Parliament  in 
doing  fo,  would  throw  the  burthen  as  much  upon  the  poor  as 
upon  the  rich.  This  mode  of  tailing  the  poor  to  allevhte  tht 
burthens  of  the  opulent,  might  perhaps  fuit  the  feelings  and 
convenience  of  the  noble  Duke,  but  Parliament  in*their  wif- 
dom  would  fpcak  a  better  language,  and  fay  that  they  wouM 
rather  burthen  perfons  of  the  fame  clafs  of  the  noblb 
Duke,  than  let  any  part  of  it  light  upon  thp  indigent.  As  tb 
the  objedion  that  had  been  made  to  the  meafure,  on  the 
fuppofition  that  it  would  create  a  defalcation  in  the  reyenu^t 
it  was  not  more  applicable  to  this  than  to  any  other  mode  df 
taxation,  for  he  would  venture  to  aflcrt  that  it  was  impoflible 
to  increafe  the  taxes  in  any  way,  without  producing  fonl^ 
eflfefl  upon  the  reveuue.  And  he  put  to  their  Lordfliips  thiis 
oueftion,  to  which  he  wiftied  fof  an  anfwcr :  "whether.  If 
this  plan  did  fuccecd,  the  country  would  not  ftand  in  a  proud* 
er  fituation  than  if  fo  much  money  were  raifed  by  loan^  s^ 
thcprice  that  muft  now  be  given  for  {t  ?*' 

The  noble  and  learned  Lord  had  concurred  in  the  opinioi^ 
that  the  fum'  ought  to  be  raifed  within  the  year,  but  had  dif- 
approved  of  the  mode  of  raiflng  it,  as  the  criterion  which 
had  been  taken,  would  make  the  diftribution  of  the  burthea 
unequal ;  but  certainly  the  noble  and  learned  Lord  knew  as 
well  as  any  one  the  impoflibility  of  attaining  perfed  tfaep* 
retic  equality.  No  fyftem  of  taxation  ever  did  approximate 
equality.  But,  faid  the  noble  Duke,  the  principles  of  taKa«> 
tioH  are  violated:  taxes  (hould  only  be  applied  upon  voluur 
tary  expenditure,  and  a  man  (hould  have  ike  option  of  ufing 
the  articles  taxed  or  not,  jufl  as  he  chofe..  Surely  it  was  not 
fb.  Was  the  land-tax  a  voluntary  tax  P  Was  the  houfe-tax  a 
voluntary  tax  ?  Were  many  other  articles  of  absolute  neceflitv 
in  life  to  be  ranked  under  the  head  of  voluntary  adeCmem  ?,  It 
was  a  principle  no  where  admitted,  and  by  no  ipi^ans  a^lcd  upoR 
in  the  fydem  of  Engliih  finance.  With  regard  to  tlie  inequality 
i:omplained  of,  it  muft  oaoft  certainly  be  adoMt^ed  that  perhaj^s 
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,  it: wai  not  exa£Uy  and  uhiverfally.  equal  in  hi  bperatibn'.  Tlie 
.  land-tlix,  for  example,  was  never  faid  or  thought  by  any  body 
-  tb  bear  equally  upon  all-;  but  yet  it  had  never  been  ohjcdted  to 
or  thrown  out  upon  that  account.  Would  the  noble  Duke  (ay 
that  the  land-tax  bill  ought  not  to  pafs  becnufe  it  did  not  bear 
e^tlaliy  upbn  eVery  body?  He  challenged  any  ncblc  Lord  to 
point  out  tohin)  a fingle  tax  that  did  bear  equally.  There  was 
not  one;  no,  not  fo  much  as  one:  for  there  was  no  3rttck 
,  wbatfoever  that  was  equal  in  neceffity,  or  equally  ufed  by  all : 
4nd  (bould  that  be  made  an  objedlion  now,  which  never  was 
held  an  obje£lion  before  ;  or  did  thbir  Lord  (hips  hope  10  get 
over  a  difficulty  now  that  never  had  been  got  over  before  ? 
Equality  in  taxation  was  to  the  full  as  vifionary  as  any  other 
kind  01  Equality.  He  allowed  it  was  true,  as  had  been 
flared,  that  the  aflefled  taxes  were  no  certain  criterion  of  in- 
come,  nor  income  of  property.  If  then  neither  a  tax  founded 
on  income  or  afleffmcnts  would  do,  what  would  their  Lord- 
ihips  fay  of  a  direct  xtx  upon  property  P  How  was  that  pro- 
perty to  be  afcertained  ?  Suppcfe  it  were  poffible  to  get  an  ac- 
curate account  of  property,  did  their  Lordftiips  reflcd  upon  the 
various  ways  in  which  it  might  be  placed,  and  the  inceflant 
£u3uati6ns  that  would  baffle  every  attempt  to  apply  the  laws 
of  taxation  to  it.  How  then  could  it  bed  be  got  at  ?  By  expen- 
,diture  onry ;  and  if  this  was  a  tax  on  expenditure,  with  certain 
falutary  modifications  and  checks,  it  could  not  be  maintained  tp 
be  an  obje£tiort,  that  it  cannot  eafily  be  coniprifed  in  a  Graple 
logical  definition. 

The  noble  aVid  learned  Lord  had  afked  why  the  criterion 
■was  taken  according  to  the  expenditure  in  17975  and  not  in 
1708;  to  this  he  would  anfwer,  becaufe  in  1797  every  man 
laid  his  plan  of  expenditure  without  any  view  to  taxation,  and 
It  was  therefore  the  proper  teft  of  ability  ;  whereas  in  1798, 
the  expenditure  would  be  regulated  not  according  to  the  ability 
of  each  perfon,  but  to  his  difpofition  to  contribute  to  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  ftate.  As  to  die  objection  that  the  tax  was  not 
■voluntary,  he  would  afk  their  Lordfhips  whether  they  had 
ever  heard  fuch  a  principle  maintained,  or  eVer  fuggefted,  as 
that  no  tax  fhould  be  laid  that  was  not  voluntary.  Indeed  fuch 
a  principle  would  be  fo  much  at  variance  with  pra6lice  that  it 
could  not  fubfifl,  for  no  cafe  could  be  fuppofed,  or  did  exifr, 
in  which  a  tax  could  be  voluntary.  And  as  to  the  6bjei%ons 
'■which  had  Ijeen  been  made  on  the  fubjefl  of  calling  for  a  dif-' 
clofure  of  property,  it  was  one  which  would  apply  at  lead  in  as 

feat  a  degree  to  any  of  the  modes  propofed  by  tfie  noble  Lords. 
very  objeftioD  which  had  been  ftarted'  applied  as  ftrongly  to 
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5  funding  fyftem  as  to  this :  their  Lordfliips  ^buld  fee  that 
Towing  this  money  would  tend  to  create  a  further  lowering 
the  faniU,  and  would  to  all  intents  ?nd  purpofes  be  (brcrnjf 
3n  the  holders  of  ftock  a  heavy  lofs  by  the  ftrOng  hand  of 
Dpuifion.  Three  objcflions  ^ad  been  made  to  this,  every 
e  of  which  applied  to  every  other  plan,  but  to  the  fundingf 
>re  than  to  this ;  and  two  of  them  applied  to  the  funding 
m  in  a  greater  degree  than  to  tliis.  The  ohjccftion  which  had 
m  made  on  account  of  the  dealer  of  fmall  capital,  vaniAied; 
iraufe  fuch  a  dcalev  would  not  cortie  within  the  provlfions  of 
raft.  The  fmall  farmer  too,  under  60I.  rent,  was  entirely 
empted,  and  the  large  farmer  wa:  to  pay  no  more  than  twicd 
z  amount  he  now  pai(],  and  the  intermediate  farmers  paid 
ly  in  proportion.  •  . 

The  noble  Doke  and  the  noble  Lord,  he  faid,  had  claflied 
jftiriolcotiy  in  their  opinions,  the  former  had  declared  it  to 

his  opinion  that  the  fubje£t  fhould  not  be  treated  as  a  party 
icflion  ;  while  the  latter  had  infifted  that  it  flfould  be  confw 
red  as  a  mode  of  pafliing  Minifters  from  office,  by  (lopping 
e  fuppiies,  and  had,  in  order  to  fix  criminality  oa  Minillers^ 
ited  certain  declarations  fuppofed  to  be  made  by  them  refpeA* 
g  the  objcdlof  the  war. ,  While  he  congratulated  the  Houfe 
)on  the  acceflion  to;his  feat  of  a  young  nobleman  who  pro* 
ifcd  fo  fairly  to  ^he  an  ornament  to  it,  and  that  foon,  he 
uld  not  help  faying^  that  he  Ihauld  rather  have  expected  to 
ive  heard  a  (latement  of  thofe  declarations  from  fome  noble 
ord  wliohad  b6en  in  the  Houfe  at  the  time  they  were  fuppofifed 
»have  been  made.  He  did  not  much  wonder  that  the  idea  of 
liniftcrs  having  plunged  the  country  into  war,  afferted  fo  fre«^ 
lently  as  it  had  been,  and  reiterated  daily  in  the  public 
ints,  (hould  have  made  a  deep  imprcffion  upon  the  noble 
#rd,  endowed  as  he  feemcd  to  be  with  all  the  warmth  of 

youthful  imagination ;  but  that  had  again  and  again  beeit 
fcuflfed  and  decided  upon  by.  their  Lordihips  :  how  far  that 
large  was  true  was  now  put  beyond  the  reach  of  conteft  by 
'hat  the  noble  Baron  (Lord  Auckland)  had  that  day  faid,  and 
y  the  American  declarations'.  If  any  man  ilill  entertained  a  / 
3ubt  upon  the  fubjeil,  let  him  read  a  pamphlet  written  by 
lr.Harper,an  American,  wherein  he  will  tind  how  the  French 
ad  fallen  upon  this  and  upon  every  other  country.  He  knew  no 
:bje6l  whidi  more  fully  (hewed  the  principles  of  France  than^ 
er  conduct  to  America.  In  the  profcHions  of  France  to  Amer* 
Lca,  in  the  partiality  of  America  to  France,  and  m  the  return 
nade  for  that  partiality,  it  might  be  feen  that  France  uniforifi- 
ya(%td.ou  the  fame  principle  there  as  in* Europe.  .  In  fad, 
tut  not  a  finrle  day  pa(reJ  over  which  did  not  open  fome  frefh 
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proof  of  the  Jong  lurking  mifchifvoQs  deGgns  of  Fraace  ;  hot 
in  the  book  of  fix.  Harper  a  fa£t  is  dated)  wbicb,  if  all  the 
Fcftpf  the  condet^  of  France  could  be  done  away,  would  be 
^prfclufive,  viss.  tlipi  long  before  the  war,  meafures  were  taken 
by  ^France  to  excite.  America  to  hofliiity  againft  England. 
^Hdhis  Lordfliip  declared t  (hat  there  was  not  a  day  in  which 
tt)e  courfe  of  his  bufuiefs  did  not  open  to  hiin  fome  new  pcoof 
hi  the  wicked  defignspf  France.  It  was  not  naore  than  twenty- 
four  hours  ago  he  had  tumbled  upon  fome  letters  (pofliblj  riM* 
toiight  yet  be  prodiiced)  which  containttl  irrefidibic  psoo^ 
irom  perfons  of  official  capacity,  tp  the  above  efle£t;  ibcBe 
6^00)  a. noble  Lord  near  hi-tn,  then  on  the  continent,  (Lent 
^nckJand)  w^re  among  the  number.  But  he  aflured  the  no- 
ble Lord  that  he  was  moft  cgregioufly  miftaken  if  he  liippofed 
Miniftcts  had  eyerfl^lted  that  the  6bje£k  of  the  war  was  ihe 
Qpening  of  the  Scheldt,  or  the  fupport  of  their  altics  merdy ; 
on  the  contrary  it  was,  that  the  enem'y  had»  by  various  attada 
en  our  allies,  induced  the  necefiity  of  our  taking  »p  arms,  2ad 
would  perhaps  h^\Q  driven  us  to  the  neceility  of  declaring  wart 
if  he  had  not  anticipated  the  point  by  attacking  ns,  and  inter- 
jf(^ring  in  the  intcrpal  policy  of  this  country. 
:  The  noble  Baron  (Holland)  he  obferved,.  had  advtfisd  the 
Houfe  to  fuf[)end  the  progrefs  of  the  bill ;  and  the  noble  Doke 
tell  in  whh  an  explanation,  advifmg  to  fufpead  it  untila  ple^ 
was  given  to  the  Houfe  and  the  country  of  a  radical  refonn ; 
that  is  to  fay,  a  fefbrm  of  Parliament,  and  of  foppoTed  abafcs 
in  this  country  ;  and  a  reform  of  Parliament,  a  derelt£Hoafif 
the  fyfiem  of  coercion,  and  a  grant  of  their,  juft  lights  lo  tbe 
people  of  Ireland ;  on  a  propo(al  of  na  lefs  magnitude  dian  that 
with  the  enemy  at  our  gates,  we  were  to  fufpend  ail  Itipphcs, 
and  ftop  alt  means  of  relidance,  until  a  reform,  or  a  plec%e  of 
reform,  was  granted*  If  indeed  the  HoUfe  witfahcl J  funics 
till  tlien,  i-eform  would  come  accompanied  by  the  arms  of  die 
enemy,  who  has  faid  plainly  that  he  relies  upon  our  dirifioas 
in  E.igland,  and  intends  to  come^  in  order  to  produce  a  re« 
form,  that  is  to  fav,  a  revolution  in  this  cooatry.  The  nobk 
and  youthful  Lord,  hisLordfhip  faid,  had  a  warm  imaginatioo, 
but  he  wifhed  to  know  what  pledge  he  meant,  who  was  it 
that  could  take  upon  him  to.pledge  the  Parliament  of  England 
to  abandon  their  principles,  and  give  up  the  oountry  a  prey  tt> 
France  ?  But  if  any  men  were  found  fo  defperate  as  Co  oflfer  a 
pledge  for  this  Parliament,  who  in  that  Hoafe  coiiU  venture 
|o  pledge  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  fobvert  the  Government 
of  that  country,  tt>  break  it  off  from  England,  and  todeftroy 
indiviSttal  fecority  of  lift  and  property  in  that  comilry.  Befides 
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all  this,  he  intfea^d  their  Lordlhips  to  coniider  what  extravagant 
impropriety  it  would  be  in  them  to  ^pte  with  either  the  ndbie 
Gukeor  tlie  nobie  Lord.  The  Houfe  of  Coctimons,  the  eon- 
ftitutional  guardians  of  the  people^s  purfe,  has  faid  to  the  King, 
•j*  We  will  give  you  a  fupply ;"  but  the  Lords  fay,  «•  No; 
yoo  Ihall  not  get  it  till  you  give  a  pledge  to  overthrow  the 
Government/*  He  exhorted  the  noble  Lords  toconfider  the 
^aefiioq  maturely,  and  he  afked  them,  whether  all  who  wifh- 
ed  for  reform,  were  agreed  as  to  the  mode  of  it  ?  He  believed 
not :  he  would  not  injure  the  noble  Lord  fo  far  as  to  fuppofe 
that  he  for  one  meant  the  fame  kind  of  reform  propofed  by  the 
Gorrefponding  Society,  although  he  held  the  fame  language  as 
that  Society  lield  :  perhaps  it  did  not  occur  to  the  noble  Lord, 
duit  it  was  neceffary  to  determine  what  was  meant  by  radical 
reform,  before  he  pJedged  hjmfelf  for  it. 

He  faid,  he  trufted  that  their  Lordihips  and  the  Parliament 
ha<l  a  pledge  among  themfelve  of  a  very  oppofite  nature,  name- 
ly, that  they  would  maintain  the  Conftitution  unimpaired  and 
inviolate ;  Ke  trufted  that  the  Sovereign  was  refblved  to  fulflU 
that  oath  which  he  had  fworn  to  keep  facred,  viz.  to  maintain 
the  Conftitution  inviolate  in  Church  and  State^  and  that  the 
people  at  large  were  not  lefs  refolved  than  cither,  and  that  they 
would  never  forget  one  leading  truth — that;  to  change  the 
fyftem  of  Repreitrntation  would  be  nothing  fliort  of  Kc volution. 
If  Parliament  could  fo  far  betray  their  condiments  and  the 
country,  as  to  agree  to  a  transfer  of  the  rights  of^elcfticm  from 
thofe  who  now  pofiefs  them  to  the  People,  did  any  man  thinl& 
it  would  ftppt  there,  or  at  all  fhort  of  pulling  down  theConfti- 
tuCion,  which  has  been  eftabliflied  forages,  to  fet  up  the  crude, 
vifiopary  theories  of  modern  Reformers  in  its  ftead  ?  Would 
they  not  be  loU,  by  the  Correfponding  Society,  as  thie  Re- 
formers were  told  in  France — *'  You  have  aded  ariflocrati* 
cally  and  done  nothing — you  call  this  Reform,  but  nothing  is 
reform  that  falls  (hort  of  univerfal  fuflFrage."  The  Partisans 
of  which  faid  univerfal  fuffrage,  were  infinitely  more  numer- 
ous than  thofe  of  moderate  reform,  and  fo  far,  therefore,  the 
jfirft  reformers,  as  in  France,  would  be  led  to  the  fcaffold,  and 
fucceeded  by  others  who  carried  every  thing  to  the  extrem^ft 
point,  if  unfortunately  the  noble  Lord's  fuggeflion  fhould  be 
adopted  from  their  Lordihips  pledging  themselves  to  a  radical 
feform,  he  hoped  they  wouM  pafs  the  bill,  and  grant  the  fup* 
plies,  if  for  no  other  reafon,  at  leaft  as  a  means  of  flopping  the 
proerefs  of  a  radical  reform. 

Load  Tburiow  in  explanation  faid,  that  he  had  illicitly 
declared  bis  fentimeniSi  that  firom  ^  noble  Secretary  of  State's 
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fnsmner  of  mentioning  what  he  had  faid,  he  appeared  to  ima* 
ginf^^Jheibad  caught  him,  but  he  was  miftaken,  he  was  ready 
tQ.  cepisaty  ithat  great  and  vigorous  exertions  were  neoe£&ry 
to.  meet' the  important  crifis  of  the  prefeht  day,    and  be 
would  be  proud  to  fupport  every  proper  and  wife  naeafarr 
of  defence;  hut  he  continued  to  think,  that  though  beavy 
taxes  muft  be  laid  on  in  this  exigency,  it  was  by  no  means 
clear,    that  the  prcfent  meafure  was  either  wife,    prudenc» 
or  pradlicable.      A  plan    unequal,  and   that   in   its  efience 
and  charafler  departed  from  the  eflentiai  qualities  of  a  jaft 
meafure  of  taxation,  was  not  the  way  of  procuring  an    ade- 
quate defence.     He  had  heard  no  fufficient  anfwer  to  his  ob- 
jefiion,  that  it  was  unfair  to  take  the  meafure  of  expenditure 
in  1797  for  our  ability  to  contribute  in  1798 — ^and  he  could 
not  admit  the  argument  of  the  noble  Lord,  that  becjufe  men 
might  alter  their  eftablifhments  in  fpite  or  in  evaiion,  the  tax 
ujuft  be  fo  taken.  Thofe  who  formed  their  eftabli(hmcnts  after 
the  year  1797,  would  of  courfe  form  them  in  the  view  of  this 
a£R;flment,  and  there  was  not  only  inequality  on  the  face  of  it, 
but  the  bill  contained  principles  produdrve  of    inequality. 
Another  argument,  that  of  the  decreafe  of  the  other  taxes,  had 
not  been  anfwered.     It  had  l)een  faid,  that  the  expenditure  of 
feven  millions  to  be  raifed  by  the  tax,  would  ferve  to  keep  up 
the  permanent  revenue.     This  was  a  moft  delufive  idea.     Ac- 
cording to  this,  if  thirty  millions  were  to  be  raifed  inftead.  of 
feven,  the  revenue  would  be  a  gainer  in  its  efFeils  on  confump^ 
tion ;  but  the  faft  was  known  to  be  otherwife.     Was  it  all  to 
be  expended  in  the  country  ?     Was  it  all  to  be  expended  in 
that  courfe  which  fortified-  and  promoted  induftry  ?     He  m\)& 
continue  to  think,  therefore,  that  is  was  an  unadvifed  mea* 
furc,  and  would  prove  grinding  to  the  People  in  its  operation. 

Lord  He  Hand  in  reply,  animadverted  on  the  arguments  of 
the  noble  Secretary  of  State.  At  fo  late  an  hour,  lie  faid,  lie 
would  not  detain  their  Lordfliips,  but  he  muft  take  notice  of 
fame  expreffions  of  the  noble  Secretary,  which  had  lieen  rather 
perfonally  adureflcd  to  him.  In  regard  to  his  declaration  about 
the  prefent  exigency  of  our  affairs,  and  the  necefljty  of  vigorous 
exertions,  no  perfon  felt  more  fmcerely,  nor  had  cxprefled 
more  warmly  his  convi£llon,  than  he  had  done,  the  necei&ty 
of  fuch  exertions.  It  was  his  feeling  on  this  fubjeft  tiiat  had 
given  rife  to  the  obfervations  that'he  had  ventured  to  make  on 
a  meafure  which,  fo  far  from  being  a  meafure  of  ftreagth,  was  a 
meafure  of  weaknefs ;  fo  far  from  holding,  forth  the  promileof 
vigour,  was  as  delutive  in  point  of  real  refource,  as  it  was 
grinding  in  hs  operation.     He  had  faid  that  hpe  would  give  hi$ 
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hearful  aOent  to  a  well  digefted  plan  of  taxation  that  (hould 
c  voluntary,  the  only  genuine  fource  of  fupply  ;  'and  that  he 
iropofed  to  fufpend  this  feeble,  as  well  as  unjuft  meafufe,  in 
»rcler  that  they  might  have  time  to  devife  a  more  equal  and  a 
ncre  efie£tual  means  of  raifing  the  fum  neccflary  10  the  occa- 
ions  of  the  year,  as  well  as  of  makingthe  fupply  efTedual  to 
ts  porpofe  when  raifed.  AU  the  latter  part  of  the  noble  Lord's 
pcech  had  beep  diredied  particularly  againft  what  he  had  ad« 
^anced  with  refpcdi  to  a  pledge,  and  was  indeed  an  attack  made 
ipon  him  foir  that  expreffion.  It  would  have  been  well  if  the 
loblc  Lord  had  been  pleafcd  to  ftate  correflly  the  expreffion 
o  which  he  had  been  given  fo  loud  and  fo  lofty  an  anfwer. 
He  hardly  thought  it  poEble  that  words  fo  fimple  could  could 
lave  been  fo  mifintcrpreted  or  mifunderftood.  In  the  pledge 
that  he  was  defirous  of  obtaining,  he  bad  ufed  no  ambiguous, 
ind  no  undefined  terms.  He  had  ftatcd  corredtly  what  he 
wanted — namely,  the  difmiffion  of  his  Majefty's  prcfcnt  Mi- 
nifters,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  appointment  of  men  in  whom 
the  nation  could  have  jud  confidence  for  the  reiloration  of 
their  rights  and  for  a  fyftem  of  adminiflration  founded  upon 
Parliamentary  reform.  This  expreffion  was  fufficienrly  clear 
and  intelligible,  one  would  think,  to  every  noble  Lord ;  it  was 
not  new  language  in  this  country  ;  yet  out  of  thi»  the  nobfe 
Lord  had  made  a  vehement  appeal  to  their  Lordfliips  on  the 
fundamental  change  that  was  to  be  made  on  the  vital  fyfiemof 
the  Britifli  Government.  And,  as  if  this  were  not  enough,  he 
had  called  in  the  alarm  alfo  of  meddling  with  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland  !  In  the  moment  of  the  difcontents  of  that  king- 
dom, was  the  Parliament  of  Ireland  to  be  called  upon  to  unfay 
all  that  they  had  faid,  and  to  concede  Parliamentary  Reform, 
after  declaring  that  it  would  be  fatal  to  the  Governmct  of  that 
Country.  Now  what  was  the  fa£l  with  refpeSt  to  the  Parlia 
ment  of  Ireland  on  this  fubje£t?  All  their  Lor dfliips  knew 
that  after  having,  with  difdain  and  contempt,  kicked  over  their 
bar  the  petitions  of  the  people  praying  for  Parliamentary  Re* 
form,  the  petitioners  had  gone  to  the  foot  of  the  Throne  with 
their  reprefentations,  not  to  his  Majefty's  Miniders  ;  and  the 
confequcnce  of  their  petitions  was,  an  in(Vru£lion  was  fent  oufc 
jto  grant  the  Reform  which  was  prayed  for.  Accordingly  the 
felpfame  Parliament  that  had  rejected  the  petitions  with  fo 
much  fcorn,  this  jealous  Parliament,  did  refolve  tliat  a  Reform 
in  the  Reprefentation  of  the  People  would  be  a  wife  and  falu- 
tary  meafure.  This  Reform,  which  the  noble  Secretary  now 
(aid  they  thought  was  Revolution  [The  Lord  Chancellor  here 
called  to  order  J.     Lord  Holland  faid,  be  was  leailble  that  the 
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fffcuflkmof  Parlbanentary  Refrom,  'much  Ms^ny  alhrfiooiD 
Ireiandy  was  not  ftridtly  in  order  that 'nighty  bat  the  nobk 
JLordhad  tnadeit  nccefiary  kv  him  to  fay  fo  nnich.  Tlic:  oobk 
Seccetlpy  bad  drawn  forth  a  dreadful  charge  agninft  him^  that 
he  wanted  to  change  the  fundamental  bafis  of  the  Britifli  Cos- 
ftitutioDy  as  if  he  had  reviled  it,  and  (aic)  it  was  not  a  goou  and 
a  happy  Conftitudon  for  a  rational  people  to  live  under.  H^ 
'certainly  had  not  fa  id  one  word  againft  the  ConftituJM. 
He  prefumed  the  noble  Seci^Ury  of  State  fpoke  ^  higuiyof 
the  Coaftitution  from  the  nnpuife  of  a  generous  nsaxin*  ^*dt  \ 
.mortms  ml  nifi  hwmm  ;*'  be  would  never  fpeak.  ill  ctf"  the  dea^ 
The  fort  of  argument  that  the  noble  Lord  had  ufed,  Teminded  I 
htm  of  fome  tutmorous  veries  by  one  of  the  befi  poets  (Prior) :  ' 

•«  When  Harlequin  extoird  bis  horfe, 

«<  Fit  for  the  road,  tbe  race,  th^  courfv, 

«  One  fault  be  had— a  fault  indeed  ! 

<<  And  what  was  that-^r^^  bwft  vL^at  dudV" 

So  of  the  genuine  conftitution  of  England :  it  had  every  cxcd- 
letlt  Quality  that  could  endear  ii  to  a  rational  or  a  free  people; 
but  alas!  it  was  no  longer  in  exigence.  What  he 'wanted,  aai 
he  had  exprefled  himfelf  in  clear  language,  was  to  revive  that 
conftitution  in  its  purity,  and  the  means  he  propofed  was  not 
by  any  innoviating  courfc,  bat  by  rcftoring  to  the  people  a  jjjft 
Tvprefentation  in  Parliament.  In  doing  this,  he  had  no  hefita- 
tion  in  faying  that  the  fpecies  of  icform  which  had  been  acoj- 
ratcly  defcri^d  in  another  place,  met  with  his  perfed  concar< 
Tence. 

The  DiAe  of  Bedford  congratulated  the  noble  Secre:ary  of 
Starte  on  his  full  pofTeflion  of  his  ancient  talents  for  mifiepce^ 
ientation.  When  his  young  and  noble  friend  had  feen  as  much 
of  them  as  he  had  done,  he  would  not  be  aOoniftied  at  die 
noMe  Secretary  of  State's  fuccefs  in  the  art.  The  Duke  faid 
the  noble  Sfecretary  was  therefore  obliged  to  his  young  friend, 
as  he  had  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  exercifing  his  favou- 
rite talent,  that  of  inveighing  againft  the  Freoch  government. 
But  while  the  noble  Secretary  beftowed  his  warmcft  invedi?es 
upon  the  French,  he  did  not  forget  to  infinuate  a  connec- 
tion between  them  and  the  Correfpoitding  Society,  and  in  the 
warmth  of  his  declamation,  to  extend  the  infniuations  agttiiS 
himfelf  and. friends.  **  My  noble  Frien4  (Holland^  acknow- 
ledged as  I  do^  that  great  exertions  are  neceflary  ;  but  he,  as 
well  as  I,  "wifh  to  put  the  money  in  hands  that  will  ole  it 
with  greater  wifdom  for  the  good  of  the  country,  and  that  wc 
have  both  diftibdly  avowed)  and  fliall  continue  tomaiorwij. 

He 


He  could  not  avoid  Femarking  how' Minifter^  chetMidWl 
fioufe  with  their  invedivcs  againft  the  FrerKh  Gov^bMieill 
It  iht  !irtTy  moment  when  they  alledged  the  tnyeAifcbfi-rtfofe 
French  Government  againft  purs  as  a  pioof  of  their  dqql^hofti« 
ity,  and  of  their  determined  indifpofition  to  peace. 

The  Duke  then  replied  to  the  anfwer  which  had  been  given 
o  his  own  reafoning.  He  had  admitted  tl^ie  neceflity  of  great 
exertions,  and'fo  had  his  noble  Friend;  and,  bccaufe  they 
vcre  fo  inclined,  they  wiihed  to  put  the  fupplies  into  "Vigorous 
lands.  He  had  of)je£led  to  the  prefent  plan,  becaufe  it  would 
>e  of  advantage  to  no  perfon  ;  and  he  had  exprefely  contended 
hat  more  ought  to  be  exafted  from  the  higheft  ranks.  The 
>roportion  to  be  required  from  the  richer  orders  was  not  m 
>roportion  tojhat  which  was  taken  from  thofe  between  thirty 
fnd  fifty  pounds  a  year.  With  reguard  to  his  calculation,  on 
t>mpairing  thecoft  of  the  tax  with  the  purchafe  of  an  adequate 
mnuity,  be  had  e3:prersly  gruarded  himfelf,  bv  faying  his 
romputations  might  be  erroneon.  Yet  the  noble  Secretary  had 
rbarged  hi^n  with  pleading  his  own  caufe,  'uecaufe  he  had  faid, 
iiat  raifing  the  fupply  by  a  fund  was  preferable  to  this.  How 
X)uld  the  noble  Lord  juftify  this  infmuation  ?  The  proportions 
vould  be  equal  the  one  way  or  the  other ;  and  if  the  Afftff- 
nent  was  fairly  made,  as  he  contended  it  ought  to  be.  on  the 
ligher  orders,-  without  any  particular  allufion,  he  might  be 
)ermitted  to  fay,  that  his  (hare  of  the  burthen  would  be  found 
imong  the  higeft. 

Lord  Grenville  affured  the  noble  Duke  that  he  had  miftaken 
lis  argument.  He  had  not  fuch  an  idea  in  his  mind,  as  to 
charge  the  noble  Duke  with  mean'mg  to  ft  ate  his  own  cafe. 
He  did  not  think  him  capable  of  condefcendlng  to  fuch  con* 
ludl.  He  had  put  it  in  argument  how  it  woukl  ojierate  upon 
nen  of  his  Grace's  fortune,  and  he  meant  only  to  (hew  Row 
:o  bring  in  the  Supply  within  the  year  nec^ffarily  fell  heavier 
n  proportion  on  the  higher  orders,  than  a  tax  of  a  permanent 
lature. 

The  Houfe  then  divided,. 
Contents    -    -    50 
Proxis    .       -     23  '  A>/  Contents    -     -     6 

—73 

The  Bill  was  committed  for  the  next  day,  when  all  its 
:laufes  will  be  gone  through. 

TheDukaoffitf^dn/ then  faid,  that' as  the  Houfe  had  de- 
termined id  raife  this  fum  by  this  means,  the  next  ftep  in  his 
mind  was  to  confider  into  whofe  hands  the  Supply  had  been 
given.     He  thought,  that  confiftent  with  national  fafety,  the^ 
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defence  of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  truftc^  to  V^ts  1 
prefent  Minifters.     He  thought  a  day  ought  not:,  to  V 
in  moving  for  ao  Addrcfs  to  the  King  to  difmifs  tiHem 
Councils  for  ever;  but  the  thin  attendance   of   I^^ords 
day,  convinced  him  that  he  could  not  immediately  loc 
attenilance  equal  to  the   importance  of  the    difcmfiii^ 
would  therefore  move  that  their  Lorddiips   be    fvimis 
that  day  foitnight,  to  confider  of  an  Addrefs  for  tbe  re 
bis  Majrlly's  Miniders. 

Lord  GrenvilU  (aid,  that  be  could  not  di£laite  to  t 
Duke,  y^  hat  day  to  chufe  for  a  motion  ;  but  on  that  i 
liament  wouki  not  be  fitting.  He  xnuH  therefore  give 
gative  to  the  motion. 

Tlic  Duke  of  l^edfard  faid,  that  in  an  exigency  of  i 
I>ortancc»  Parliament,  in  his  mind,  would  ncglcd  tht 
if  they  agreed  to  adjourn.  He  muft  therefore  perijfl  to  I 
tion      It  was  put  and  negatived. 

The  noble  Peers  who  divided  againft  the   Requifilia 

were  : 
Tbe  Duke  of  Bedfbixl  Lord  Holland 

Eirl  of  Pcf  orborough  Lord  King^ 

Earl  of  Oxford  Loitl  Poolonby. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  Jem.  lo. 

The  Afirfled  Taxes  bill  went  through  a  Coaimitttrrfl 
whale  Houle,  and  was  reported  iramcdiateij. 
Adjourned. 


PROTEST 

AGArNST  THE  BILL  OF  REQiriSITfON. 

Hsmft  ^Urds^  Die  Men.  Jan.  to. 
The  qoeftioii  was  put  that  this  hdl  be  committed. 
It  was  earned  in  the  affirniatifc. 

DtSttKTISXT, 

•««»fcf?»  \Vc  ccrcc2  v«  t!wt  m  the  preftnt  draimttM€ei  9^  i 
e>MK^  ^TPlr^M«w,  c»aak»ckcfd6aent»««ica«ctie«»"^ 

^'>  U^UOkiT^  lUBii  cTukal  M 
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When  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate  are  fuch  as  to  demand  Marge  fdtottes 
kom  the  'people,  our  duty  is  nor  con6ned  to  the  bare  confideroticm  of  (he 
affceffity  cf  the  cafe,  or  the  mode  of  levying  the  money/  We  are  not  from 
:he  prefTure  of  circumftanccs,  and  rhe  appo-^ch  of  danger,  hsftily  to  con- 
:ur  in  laying  additional  burthens  on  our  iellow-fubjcfis,  without  infuriog 
»  the  piibhc  a  wife  application  of  ihc  rnon^j  fo  raifcd,  and  without  due 
precautions  for  dire^lmg  the  efforts  of  the  people  to  their  only  legitimate 
)bjeft,  the  benefit  ot  the  community,  A  ncgleft  of  this  the  moft  impor*. 
anc  of  all  parliamentary  duties,  mult  produce,  and  in  onr  opinions  it  has 
ilfeady  produced  confequences  the  moil  fatal  to  the  dignity  of  the  nation', 
:lie  (^bi)ity  of  the  governnwnt,  and  the  intereIKH  of  the  people.  In  the 
inconditiona)  compliance  with  the  deiViands  of  the  eKecotivc  government, 
Lgftin  propofed  as  the  remedy,  we  perceive  the  real  and  fata!  iouree'of  thi 
!»il.  Year  after  year  his  Mi-jeHy's  Mtntfters  have  grounded  their  apph'ca- 
ion  to  Parliamtnt  up^m  the  urgency  of  the  occafion,  and  ihc  extiaoitlinary 
rxigcncies  cf  the  It  ue.  To  fatjsfy  their  demands,  to  enable  them  to  en- 
:ounter  the  danj^ers,  and  remove  the  diffirulries  in  which  we  were  involved, 
jyery  article  of  luxury  or  convenience  hBVc  been  taxed,  the  refources  of  the 
rountry  has  been  cxhausteti,  ^\^d  fums  unparalleled  in  hilfory  have  been 
rntiuftcd  to  their  diipu  al ;  )et,  yt ar  after  year  the  occwfion  has  become 
i»ore  urgent,  the  exigencies  fnore  prefling,  and  the  dangers  more  imme- 
Jiacc.  The  iecurity  of  t)>e  iiation  has  been  (haken  in  the  fame  proportion 
IS  the  profperity  of  the  cc  ntry  has  been  impaired,  externai  danger  has 
cept  pace  with  lutemal  diftre5,  and  the  exertions  which  have  impoveriAied 
:he  people,  and  ihaken  our  credit,  have  purchafed  nothing  but  the  bfs  of 
national  honour,  the  defection  of  allies,  and  the  iaiiure  of  every  great  ob- 
eA  of  the  war. 

If  the  whole  force  of  Gt^at  Britain  and  Ireland,  aided  by  grants,  lavifli« 
*d  beyond  the  example  of  the  mod  improvident  times,  afllilied  by  the  moft- 
>owerfiil  Monarch*  of  Europe,  has  proved  infufiicicnt  in  the  bands  of 
MiuiQcrs  to  fecure  th:  bicdings  of  peace,  or  even  to  avert  the  prefent  awful 
rircumftances  of  the  country,  it  ierms  inconliUent  wrth  lealon  to  cxpc^ 
that  the  painful  efforts  of  an  empire,  whole  means  ate  exhaufted  by  laxa- 
fion,  whole  Ipirits  are  damped  by  failure,  and  whofe  aK'eClions  aie  in  part, 
ilienated  by  opprefTton,  can,  without  a  fingle  ally,  un.ier  the  dire£\ion  of 
rhe  fame  n^en,  refill  witn  effe^  a  powerful  and  exafpersted  enemy,  elated 
irith  fuccefs,  ftrcngthetied  by  conqu  ft,  and  lupported  by  the  united  powers 
if  Holland  and  of  Spain.  In  this  fttuation  ot  aiTairs,  to  perfeverc  in  the, 
[yffem  which  bus  produced  it,  to  confide  in  the  Miniilers  who,  with  the 
lid  of  fo  man)'  millions,  have  been  unable  to  avert  it, {evinces,  in  our  opi-*, 
riion,  a  total  Uilregard  of  the  comn^on  maxims  of  prudence,  a  wanton  I'e- 
t6lion  of  th$;  kfTons  of  experUnce,  and  a  dei^rmined  negle6l  of  the  mol( 
iinpoi*tant  of  our  parliaiiicniary  duties.  Under  the  perfuafion,  thercfoie, 
hat  the  dangers  with  which  we  are  now  threatened,  are  the  refult  of  force 
lircfted  to  objefts  at  once  imprHfticable,  and  foreign  to  the  interellsof  this 
::«>uncry }  that  they  arc  the  n-  ccfiary  cunJ'equcnces  of  a  mifappl'cation  of  the 
;>iibiic  money,  and  the  naiuial  fiuns  of  the  incapacity  and  prutuHcin  of 
:hofe  to  whom  it  has  bten  impix>vidently  enmiHed,  we  deemci  it  our  duty 
v>t  to  fan^lion  any  grant  to  the  extcurive  government,  until  a  pledtjewas 
pven  lb  the  H  >ule,  by  the  removal  of  his  Majclty's  MniiHer$,  of  a  com- 
niete  alteration  in  bis  councils.  We  held  it  neither  jult  to  impofe,  nor  rea« 
tillable  to  require  any  additional  facrificeii  from  our  fellow  fiibje^s,  until 
Uin\t  profpe^  was  held  out  tp  the  people  of  a  reform  of  that^i^ufe  which 
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had  i^ntedf  and  ^.  cenfure  of  thole  Miniftert  who  have  Uviflied  fumt  lb 
encrinousy.*  without  any  benefit  refulting  to  the  communHy.  W«  tboo^ 
that  while  hU  Majefty's  affairs  were  conduced  by  rbofe  wh«  origioaUy  ai» 
g^ged  in  this  calamitous  contcft>  and  who  can  neither  carry  on  war  or  mt* 

t^ociatton  with  honour,  advantage,  or  fucccfs,  no  grant  of  money  by  Pv« 
ia(Tient»  no  facrifices  on  the  part  of  the  people  could  aiTord  a  reafooahk 
liope  that  the  bleiUngs  of  peace  would  be  fpecdily  reftcred  or  permanently 
iccured.  We  imagined,  that  until  fome  earneft  was  given  of  a  radical  alle. 
ration  of  the  fydem  of  terror  and  coercion  in  Ireland^  of  the  repeal  of  tiia 
two  bills,  the  one  intitled,.  «  An  a  A  for  the  fafety  aod  prefcrvation  of  }m 
Majeily's  prrlbn  and  government  againft  feditious  pra&ices  and  attempUt** 
and  the  otlvr  intitled  *<  An  aR  for  the  more  efftr^uaUy  preventing  ibii« 
^lous  meetings  and  aflemblies^**  of  oecojiomy  in  public  expenditure,  and 
diminution  of  the  enoinious  patronage  and  influence  of  the  Crown,  we  wen 
not  warranted  in  expef^ing  that  cfaearful  co-operation  of  the  peopk»  whadi 
being  at  once  the  indication  and  refult  of  a  reciprocal  confidence  betwmn 
the  Kovernment  and  the  governed>  can  only  be  reftored  by  the  reioradca 
of  the  ancient  and  happy  pra£tice  of  a  conliitution  undisfigured  by  coer- 
cive laws,  of  a  Pailiament  fpeaking  the  (enfi  of  the  people,  and  a  Miniftry 
dependant  on  the  voice  of  the  Parliament. 

Because  it  appears  to  us  that  any  attempt  to/aife  the  fuppliea  within  the 
year,  in  the  prefent  exhaufted  ftate  of  the  country,  muft  be  attended  witk 
the  greateft  diflieulty  aM  danger. 

Becaufe  were  we  to  allow  that  the  principle  of  raifing  the  fupplies  fay 
contribution  inftead  of  loan,  was  juft,  wife,  and  expedient,  yet  under  tbe 
prefent  Minifters  it~would  appear  to  us  attended  with  the  utoooft  danger, 
as  the  real  expences  of  the  year  have  generally  exceeded  by  iMcarly  ooe- 
balf  their  calcuiation  ;  and  thus  any  regulations  for  the  equal  diftributi<a& 
of  the  burthen  which  were  adopted  upon  the  firft  calcuiation,  might  be 
rendered  inctieftual  by  fubfequtnt  and  more  extenfive  demands. 

Becaufe  if  the  bill  is  intended  as  a  fax  upon  expexuitture,  its  retrofpeftivc 
operation  is  arbitrary  and  cruel  in  the  extreme,  and  altogether  repugnant 
to  the  ufages  of  our  anceftors,  the  faith  of  civilized  governments,  and  ^tm 
common  dictates  of  humanity  and  juftice.  If  it  is  intended  as  a  tax  upon 
income,  in  our  opinion  the  criterion  propofed  is  obje^ionable  and  iaade- 
<}uate  i  and  above  all,  as  income  is  of  various  defcriptions,  fomermca 
.  arifing  from  permanent  and  difpofable  capital,  fometimes  from  precarioua. 
or  temporary  pofleflidns,  and  fonnrtimes  from  labour,  talents,  or  tnduflrv, 
we  deem  any  attempt  to  proporticn  the  bunhen  to  tl\e  income,  in  itietf 
uniuft-,  imequal,  and  impolitic.  If  it  is  inten<!ed  as  a  tax  upon  property 
neither  in  the  original  criterion,  viz.  the  Aflelled  Taxes  of  1795,  nor  in 
the  propofed  relief,  do  we  recognize  any  jufl  principles  of  taxation,  or 
perceive  any  fair  or  adequate  method  fuggef^ed  for  the  impartial  difhibution 
of  the  burthen. 

Becaufe  the  relief  propofed  in  the  bill  to  thore>who  may,  by  the  increafe 
of  their  affeflt'd  taxes,  be  liable' to  pay  more  than  the  tenth  of  thfir  income, 
requires  a  dilclofure  of  their  pecuniary  ciicumftaifces,  which  is  contrary  to 
the  cuftoms  and  prejudices  of  Enghlhmen,  and  repugnant  to  the  principifs 
of  the  conifitution;  and  which  to  perlbns  engaged  in  commefce  or  trade, 
muft  be  attended  with  yet  greater  inconveniences  than  the  payneut  of  more 
than  the  tenth  of  their  income.  Furthtrmore,  this  regulation  appears  ro 
^8  an  indirt^  breach  of  the  faith  ib  often  and  fo  facredly  pledged  to  the 
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llockhoUler»  for  fliould  te  wb^of  the  incoiiie  of  my  sodm^iial  cUoniog 
this  relief  confift  in  a  divideod  upon  ftocK*  ^  tenth  of  that  income  is  imme- 
diateiy  facrificed,  and  the  dividend,  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  the  Parlia- 
ment  and  the  s«tion>  diminiHifd  one- tenth  by  the  intervention  of  Govern- 
nient. 

Becaufe  the  operation  of  this  bill  is  n«t  confined  to  a  definite  period  of 
time)  but  by  the  moft  wanton  violation  of  juftice,  remains  in  force  tiil  a 
certain  fuin  is  produced ;  thus  extra6ting  from  the  honeft  the  deficiencies 
whicn  may  have  been  occafioned  by  accidental  ctrcumftances,  by  jhe  de- 
iigns  or  thediftrefa  of  individuals,  by  the  favour  or  the  negle^oi  the  col*^ 
Uaors. 

^  Oxford, 


HOUSE  OF  X.ORDS, 
Thursday,  Jan.  11, 

The  new  Aflefled  Tax  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
pafled. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  gave  notice  thjit  he  would  the  next  day 
move,  that  there  be  laid  before  the  Houfe  an  accoant  of  the 
amount  of  the  Affelfed  Taxe$  paid  by  Peers,  in  order  to  flicw 
to  what  extend  their  Lordihips  ihould  contribute  under  the 
new  Aflefled  Tax  bill. 

Lord  Carrlngton  alfo  gave  notice,  that  he  flaould  the  next 
day  move,  that  an  account  of  fucb  voluntary  contributioas  as 
might  be  made  by  their  Lordfliips,  be  laid  biefore  the  Houfe. 

£#ord  Grenvtlle  brought  down  to  the  Houfe  the  following 
meflage  from  his  Majefty ; 

**  Hll  Majefty  thbks  proper  to  acquaint  the  Hou(e  of  Lords,  Ihac  hit 
Majefty  has  received,  various  advicea  of  preparationa  made,  and  n^pUuret- 
taken  in  France,  apparently  in  purfuance  of  a  defign  openly  and  repeatedly 
profefTed  of  attempting  the  invafion  of  theft  kingdoms. 

«<  His  Mafcfty  is  ftrmly  perfoaded,  that  by  the  zeal",  courage,  and  ex- 
ertions of  his  fubje^ls,  ftauggling  for  whatever  is  moft  dear  to  tbeni,  fuch 
an  enterprise,  if  attemptetj,  will  terminate  in  the  confufion  and  ruin  of 
thofe  who  may  be  engaged  in  it.  But  his  Majefty,  in  his  anxious  concern 
for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of  his  faithful  people,  feels  it  incumbent  on  him 
to  omit  nq  fuitable  precaution  which  may  contribute  to  their  defence^ 

<*  His  Majefty,  thercfoi-e,  in  puriuance  of  the  aft  paffed  for  providing 
for  tbc  augmentation  of  the  miiitia,  has  thought  it  right  to  make  this  com- 
munication 
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muDication  to  the  Houfe  of  Lotids,  to  the  end  that  hit  MajcOy  may  can^ 
the  faid  militia^  or  fuch-part  thereof  as  he  (hall  think  neccOary,  to  be 
drawn  out  and  embodied,  and  to  march  as  occafion  (hall  req^iire.^* 

The  mefiage  being  read, 

Lord  GrenvilU  moved.  That  an  humble  Addrefs  he  prefcm- 
ed  to  his  Majefty  thanking  him  for  his  gracious  meflage,  and 
promifing  the  determinjition  of  the  Houfe  to  adopt  foch  c£5ca«^ 
clous  meafures  as  th^;  exigencies  of  the  times  required. 

This  motion  was  put  and  agreed  to  nenu  diffl 

Adjodrned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thursday,  Jan,  ii. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  Bird  prefented  a  petition  from  4000  w^tch^ 
makers  of  Coventry,  (latino  the  diftrefs  they  fuffercd  from  ihe 
operation  of  the  tax  impoled  laft  feffion  upon  watches  and 
clocks,  and  praying  for  a  repeal  of  that  bill. — Ordered  to  Ijc 
on  the  table. 

Mr*  fPilberforce  Bird  then  gave  notice  iliat  (hortly  after  the 
Tccefs  he  iliould  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  lo  repeal  tiie 
duty  on  clocks,  watches,  &c.  &c, 

Mr.  Maimvaring  prefented  a  petition  figned  by  8000  watch^ 
makers  of  London,  Weftminfter,  and  the  borough  of  South- 
wark,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  above  duty. 

Mr.  Adaimvanng  afterwards*  gave  notice,  that  on  the  9th  of 
February,  immediately  after  the  rece{s,  he  fhould  move  for 
a  Committee,  to  whom  all  petitions  from  the  watqh-maken 
might  be  referred,  and  that  upon  a  report  of  the  Coranriittcche 
Aiould  ground  a  motion  for  }eave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  re- 
peal of  the  faid  duty. 

The  Speaker  obferved,  tha^  as  a  fimilar  notice  had  been  given 
by  another  member,  both  motions  could  not  be  made. 

Mr.  Wilherforce  Bkd^  after  a  Aiort  converfatk>n,  ceded  to 
Mr.  Main  waring.  v 

Mr.  B'  Edward}^  prefented  a  petition  from  Peter  Moore, 
Efq.  complaining  of  an  yndue  eledlion  for  the  borough  of 
Tewkefbury  ;  alio  a  j^etition  from  fdrae  of  the  eleftors,  prefer- 
ring the  fame  complaint.-r— Ordered  to  be  taken  into  coniidera- 
tion  on  the  a  3d  of  February  next. 

Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  brought  down  a  mefiage  from  his 
MajeHy,  Gniilar  in  efPedt  to  tha(  prefented  io  the  H^ufe  of 
Lofds. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Secretary  Dundas  then  moved,  that  an  humble  addrefs 

be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  thanking  him  for  his  mod  gracious 

communication,  which  motioD  was  pat  and  agreed  to  nem.  con* 

i\djourned. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  Jaik.  12.  ^ 

The  royal  aiTent  was  given  by  commiiTion  to  the  Afleffed 
Taxes  bill,  the  hill  for  allowing  a  certain  number  of  the  Sup- 
plementary Militia  to  enlift  into  other  corps,  &c. 

The  commiffioners  were,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Arch- 
bifliop  of  Canterbury,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland. '       , 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,  that  he  had  on  the  preceding  day 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  for  an  account  pf  the  af- 
Icflrd  taxes  paid  by  peers,  with  a  view  to  afcertain  what  pro- 
portion they  would  pay  of  the  increafed  afieffinent,  bi^t  upon 
looking  to  the  bill  he  found  that  the  firft  meeting  of  the  com- 
miflioners  under  the  a£l  was  not  to  he  held  till  die  ift  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  the  firft  daf  of  appeal  would  be  the  loth,  and  the 
fecond  day  of  appeal  the  17th  of  the  fame  month  ;  fo  it  was 
impoffible  that  any  information  could  be  obtained  previous  to 
the  day  to  which  their  Lordfhips  would  probably^be  moved  to 
adjourn.  For  the  prefent,  therefore,  he  (hould  poftpone  his 
motion,  which  he  was  fo  far  from  relinqui filing,  that  he  had 
left  a  copy  of  it  in  the  Clerk*s  hands,  and  fhould  bring  it  for- 
ward after  the  recefs,  when  it  might  be  followed  by  the  defired 
information. 

Lord  Carrington  did  not  make  his  motion  relative  to  laying 
before  the  Houfe  an  account  of  the  fums  their  Lordfhips  might 
pay  by  voluntary  contributions.  ^ 

The  Houfe  then  adjourned  to  the  13th  of  February. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  Jan.  12. 

The  Speaker  acquainted  the  Houfe  that  the  royal  afient  had 
been  given  by  commiffion  to  the  fbllowing  bills :  the  new  Af- 
feffcd  Taxes  and  the  Army  Augmentation  bills. 

Mr.  Sylvefter  Duuglas  informed  the  Houfe  that  his  Majefty 
Bsfd  been  W^iited  on,  and  that  his  Majefty  was  graciouffy  pleafed 
to  appoipt  that  day  for  receiving  their  addrefs. 

Apetitioa 
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A  petition  was  prefcnted  from  the  watch-makers  of  the  town 
9nd  county  of  Lcicefler,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  tax  on 
clocks,  watches,  ice. 
^    Ordered  to  lie  on  the  the  table. 

Mr.  Rofe  prefented  an  account  of  the  fums  advanced  hj  way 
of  loan  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  purfuaut  to  two  zGts  of  Par- 
liament.. 

Mr.  Ro/e  prefented  alfo  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Treafury,  by  their  orders,  refpedling  the  rrceipc 
and  expenditure  of  certain  of&ces  fince  the  lad  feffion  of  F^- 
liament. 

Adjourned  to  Thurfday  the  8th  day  of  February. 
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DECLARATION* 

HIS  Majefty's  benevolent  endeavours  to  reflore  to  &u  ]^Qffe 
tbe  ble0ings  of  fecure  and  honourable  peace,  again  re^- 
peated  witiiout  fuccefsj  have  again  demonftrated,  beyond  thd 
poffibifity  of  doubt,  the  determined  and  perfevering  hoftility  of 
the  Government  of  France,  in  whofe  unprovoked  aggrefSon  the 
vwr  originated,  and  by  whofe  boundlef$  and  deftru£Uve  ambi- 
tion it  IS  ftill  prolonged.  And  while  by  the  courfe  of  thcfe; 
tranfadlions,  continued  proofs  have  been  afforded  to  all  his  Ma- 
j^fty's  faithful  fubje£ls,  of  his  anxious  and  unremitting  follcituxie 
for  their  welfare,  they  cannot,  at  the  fame  time,  have  failed  to 
lecDffnize,.  in  the  uniform  conduA  of  the  enemy,  the  fpidt  by* 
whicA  the  councils  of  France  are  flill  afluated,  and  the  objeds 
tp  which  they  are  direded. 

{iis  Majefty  could  not  but  feel  how  much  the  means  of  peaca 
]iad  been  obflru£led  by  the  many  additional  difficulties  which  his 
enemies  had  fo  repeatedly  thrown  in  the  way  of  every  negotia^ 
tion.  Neyerthelefs,  on  the  very  firft  appearance  of  circumftance^ 
in  fome  degree  more  favourable  to  the  interefb  of  humanity,  the 
fame  ardent  defire  fqr  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts^  in^ 
duced  his  Majeity  to  renew  his  overtures  for  terminating  the  ca- 
lamities of  war  :  Thus  availing  himfelf  of  every  opening  whicl^ 
could  in  any  manne?  lead  to  fee u re  and  honourable  peace,  and 
confulting  equally  the  wifhes  of  his  own  heart  and  the  principle^ 
by  which  his  condudt  haa  invariably  been  guided. 

New  obllacles  were  immediately  interpofed  by  thofc  who  ftilt 
directed  the  councils  of  France,  and  who,  amidll  the  general  de- 
4re  for  peace>  which  tbey  could  not  at  that  time  openlv  dif« 
claijn»  ftill  retained  the  pow^r  of  fnjflrating  the  wifhes  of  their 
qwn  country,  of  counterafting.  Hi^.  Majef^y^s  benevolent  int^n- 
tjoilSf  and  of  obfhruiSing  that  refult,  which  was  fo  n^c^f&ry  for 
tbc]»4>piiid$QfbotJi  nations.    PificuJties  of  totm  yf^ifi^^di-^ 
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oofly  created  i  modes  of  negociadon  were  infifted  apoB«  tlie  mot 
incpnfiftent  with  their  own  condudl  in  every  other  inftance ;  the 
fame  (pirit  appeared 'in  every  ftep  which  was  taken  by  them; 
and  while  the  ^moft  unwarranted  uifmnations  were  thrown  oot» 
and  themoft  niifoanded  reproaches  brought  forward^  the  efia* 
bliihed  cuftoms  and  ufages*  which  have  long  prevailed  in  Europe, 
were  purpofely  departed  from,  even  in  the  iimpleft  a6b  w]uch 
were  to  be  done  on  their  part  for  the  renewal  of  tne  negociations» 
All  ihefe  things  his  Majefty  determined  to  difregam ;  not  as 
beine  infen^ble  of  their  purport  and  tendency,  nor  unminidful  of 
the  importance  of  thefe  points,  in  the  public  intercourfe  of  great 
and  independent  nations,  but  refolving  to  defeat  the  obje£b  of 
thefe  artiBces,  and  to  fuffer  no  fubordinate  or  inferior  confiden* 
tion  to  impede,  on  his  part,  the  difcuflion  of  the  weighty  and 
extenilve  intereds  on  which  the  termination  of  the  war  mull  ne- 
ceflarily  depend. 

He  airedled  his  Miniiler  to  repair  to  France,  fumiihed  with 
^he  moft  ample  powers,  and  inftruded  to  communicate  at  once  ao 
explicit  and  detailed  propofal  and  plan  of  peace,  reduced  into 
the  ihape  of  a  regular  treaty,  juft  and  moderate  in  it's  pria- 
ciples,  embracing  all  the  interells  concerned,  and  extending  to 
^very  fubjed  conneded  with  the  reftoration  of  public  tranqoO- 
lity.  The  communication  of  this  paper,  delivered  in  the  very  fiit 
conference,  was  accompanied  by  fuch  explanadons  as  fully  ftatei 
and  detailed  the  utmbft  extent  of  his  Majeily's  views,  and  at  the 
fame  time  gave  ample  room  for  the  examination  of  every  dif- 
pQted  point,  for  mutual  arrangement  and  conceflion,  and  fbr 
I'eciprocal  facilities  arifmg  out  of  the  progrefs  of  fairdifbuffion. 

To  this  proceeding,  open  and  liberal  beyond  example,  the 
condud  of  his  Majefty's  enemies  oppofes  the  moft  ftriking  con- 
traft.  From  them  no  counter-projed  has  ever  yet  been  obtained : 
no  ftatemept  of  the  extent  or  nature  of  the  conditions  on  which 
they  would  conclude  any  peace  with  thefe  kingdoms.  Their  pre- 
tentions have  always  been  brought  forward  either  as  detached  or 
ss  preliminary  points,  diilind  from  the  main  objed  of  negotia- 
tion, and  accompanied,  in  every  inflance,  with  an  exprefs  re^ 
ferve  of  farther  and  unexplained  demands. 

The  points  whiph,  in  purfuance  of  this  fyftem,  the  plenipo- 
tendaries  of  the  enemy  prppofed  for  feparate  difcufiion  in  their 
firft  conference  with  his  Majefty's  Miniiler  were  at  once  frivo- 
lous and  ofFeniive ;  none  of  (hem  produdive  of  any  folid  advan- 
tages to  Franpe,  but  4II  calculated  to  raife  new  obihicles  in  the 
way  of  peace.  Apd  to  thefe  demands  was  foon  after  added  ano- 
ther, in  it's  form  unprecedented,  in  it's  fubftance  extravagant* 
and  fuch  as  could  originate  only  in  the  mof^  determined  and  in- 
yeterate  hoftility.  The  principle  of  mutual  compenfadon,  be* 
fore  exprefsly  admitted  by  common  confent  as  the  juft  and  equit- 
able bams  of  fi^gottation^  was  now  difclaimed;  every  idea  oC 
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moderfttion  or  reafon^  every  appearapce  of  juftice  wasr  difre^ 
garded ;  and  a  conceffion  was  required  from  Ms  Ma  jelly's  Plem- 
potentiary  and  indifpenfable  condition  of  negociation,  which 
muft  at  once  have  fuperfeded  all  the  obje6ls>  and  precluded  all 
the  means  of  treating.  France,  after  incorporating  with  her 
own  dominions  fo  large  a  portion  of  her  conqueft^,  and  alFe^ng 
to  have.dieprived  hcHelf,  by  her  own  internal  regulations,  of 
the  power  of  alienating  thefe  valuable  additions  of  territory,  did 
not  fcruple  to  demand  from  his  Majefty  the  abfolute  and  uncon- 
ditional furrende]^  of  all  that  the  energy  of  his  people,  and  the 
valour  o(  his  Fleets  and  Armies  have  conquered  in  the  prefent  war, 
either  from  France,  or  from  her  Allies.  She  reouired  that  the  , 
power  of  Great  Britaih  fhould  be  confined  within  it's  former 
limits,  at  the  very  moment  when  her  own  dominion  was  extend* 
ed  to  a  degree  almoft  unparalleled  in  Hiflory.  She  infixed,  that 
in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  danger,  the  means  of  refinance 
fhould  be  diminifhed;  and  that  his  MajeHy  (hould  give  up, 
without  compenfation,  and  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  the^ 
necefTary  defences  of  his  pofleffionsj  and  the  future  fafeguards  of 
his  Empire.  Nor  was  even  this  demand  brought  forward  as  con- 
llituting  the  terms  of  peace,  but  the  price  of  negociation ;  as 
the  condition  on  which  alone  his  Majefty  was  to  be  allowed  to 
karn  what  further  unexplained  demands  were  ftill  referved,  and 
to  what  greater  facrifices  thefe  unprecedented  conceflions  of  ho« 
nour  and  fafety  were  to  lead. 

Whatever  were  the  imprelHons  which  fuch  a  proceeding  ere*' 
ated,  they  did  not  induce  the  King  abruptly  to  preclude  the 
means  of  Negotiation.  In  reje^ing  without  a  moment's  hefita- 
tion  a  demand,  which  could  have  been  made  for  no  other  reafon 
than  becaafe  it  was  inadmiflible.  His  Majefty,  from  the  fixed 
refolution  to  avail  him(elf  of  every  chance  of  bringing  the 
negociation  tea  favourable  iftue,  direded  that  an  opening  ftiouid 
ftiU  be  left  for  treating  on  reafonable  and  equal  grounds,  fnch 
as  might  become  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  rank  and 
nation  in  Europe  in  which  it  has  pleafed  the  divine  providence 
to  place  the  firitifli  Nation.' 

This  temperate  and  conciliatory  condudl  was  ftrongly  ex- 
preflive  of  the  benevolence  of  his  Majefty's  intentions ;  and  it 
appeared  for  fome  time  to  have  prepared  the  way  for  that  refult 
which  has  been  the  uniform  objeA  of  all  his  meafures.  Two 
-  months  elapfed  after  his  Majefty  had  unequivocally  and  defini- 
tively refufed  to  comply  with  the  unreafonable  and  extravagant 
preliminary  which  had  been  demanded  by  his  enemies.  Daring 
all  that  time  the  negotiation  was  continued  open,  the  conferences 
were  regularly  held,  and  the  demand  thus  explicitly  rejeded  by 
one  party  was  never  once  renewed  by  the  other.  It  was  not  only 
abandoned,  it  was  openly  difclaimed ;  aflurance^  were  given  in 
iirtS^  contradi&ion  to  it«    Promifcs  were  contifiually  repeated, 
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tkat  hU  imjefiy'i  f  xplicit  awl  ^tailed  psopo&b  flio^Id  at  ki^ 
be  anfwercd  by  t^t  whkK  coul4  alone  •riace  a  rtal  difpoiofia 
to  negotiate  witk  fincen^yt  bj  tbe  delivery  of  a  ceiuuar*pnj||efi« 
•£  a  |ia(ttre  tendiBe  l!i»  facilitate  the  coaclufioo  of  peace  i  aad 
the  loftg  delays  of  the  Ffench'gQveiiun^at  »  executiBg  thcfe 
jMromifes  were  excafed  aad  accooated  for  by  aa  unequivocal 
declaratiemy  that  France  wa^  eoacertiiig  with  her  AlUea  for 
tfaofe  facrifices  oa  their  |?«rt»  which  might  aiord  the  a^eaas  of 
proceeding  in  the  negotiation.  Week  after  week  pafled  over  in 
the  pepetiiiott  of  theft  folemn  ei^agQmen^  on  toe  Jfoat  of  his 
Mnj^ty*^  enemies*  His  de&re  for  pea^  induced  him  to  wait  Sm 
thev  eonipletio»9  with  an  anxiety  propfrtioned  ta  the  ianport- 
ance  of  the  obje^ ;  nor  was  it  much  to  expert  that  his  miaite 
ihottld  at  length  be  informed  what  was  the  extent  and  aatweof 
the  coadit^)ns  oa  wUi^h  his  enemies  were  difpofed  xxk  tcnDinaiB 
thewat. 

It  was  in  thia  ftage  of  the  bufinefsthat,  oa  the  iitk  of  Sep- 
temher,  the  appointment  of  new  PlenipotentiaFies  waa  aanomicei 
«a  the  part  o/ France,  under  a  formal  promife  that  their  arrieil 
ihoidd  facilitate  and  expedite  the  work  of  peace. 

To  reaiew,  in  a  fhape  ftill  more  offenEye  than  before,  tte 
iaadaufibk  demand  fo  long  before  iH-oaghi  forward,  and  fo  long 
abandoned>  wat  the  firft  ad  of  thefe  new  meiengers  of  poact. 
And  joch  was  now  the  luidifguired  knpatieace  of  the  King's 
enemies  to  terminate  all  treaty,  and  to  exdnde  aU  pYofped  ef 
accommodation,  that  even  the  coatiattance  of  the  Kiag'a  Pku- 
potentiary  at  the  appointed  place  of  negotiation  wae  SMde  bp 
them  to  depend  oa  hisimmediate  eompli^nce  with  a^condirien 
which  his  coast  had,  two  mcmths  before,  explicitly  FefaM*  and 
Meeenung  which  no  farther  difeuffioa  had  fince  occorred.  His 
leply  waa  fvch  as  the  occafion  reqoired :  and  he  immadiatcip 
teceived  a  poAtive  and  written  order  to  depart  from  Fraoae. 

The  fahfiiqaent  condu^l  of  haa  Majefty's  enemies  has  aggn- 
Tated  etrea  this  proceeding,  and  added  freib  infalt  to  this  an- 
axempied  oetrage*  The  infurmoniitable  obftacles  which  thef 
threw  in  the  way  of  peace  were  accompaaied  with  an  oftenta* 
dons  profefion  ef  the  moft  pacific  difpofitions.  In  cutting  off 
tie  means  of  negotiation  they  ^1  pretend  to  retain  the  ihxMigci 
defire  to  negotiate  :  In  orderiim;  the  King's  piinifter  to  quit  tSdr 
€anntry>  they  profeiied  the  hope  of  his  immediate  return  to  it; 
And  lA  renewing  their  former  inadmiffible  and  reje^ed  deBumd^ 
they  declaced  their  eonftdeat  expedation  of  a  ipeedy  aad  fa* 
vouvable  anAver.  Yet  beftire  any  anfwer  coald  arrive^  th^ 
paUiflied  a  declaratioa  aeuftonncing  lo  theif  conntry  the  dapnr^ 
tnre  of  the  King's  mimfter,  and  attempting,  as  in  every  fpiaya 
iafbmee^  to  aftnbe  to  the  coodu/ft  of  wrett  Brittio  tkadtf* 
appointment  ef  the  general  wifh  for  peaae,  and  the  mnemil  ^ 
alltlvtcabnutie&ofwaju    Thfi^HH^Attonpt  h«ftbsfiiipfol(«pil 


Ifl  ftibftqaMt  eotiiimiicatioiu^  equally  infcOoQS  and  ilteflir)^ 
irf  which  they  have  obvioufly  intetidea  te  furnifhthecolottr  am 
empty  pretence  of  a  itilii  for  petce»  while  they  have  ftill  tedi- 
cHilhr  and  obftinatdy  perfiAed  in  evading  evety  ftep  which  could 
lecM  to  the  AioGef)  of  any  ni^tiation ;  have  continned  to  infift 
4MI  cht  ftae  iiiadmiffiUe  and  extravagant  preliminary,  and  hav* 
aiitR»mly  whh-held  all  explanation  either  on  the  particolan  of 
the  bixipoTals  of  peace  fo  long  fince  deHvered  by  his  Majefty*e 
MiaMer,  or  on  any  other  terms  on  which  they  were  themfclvta 
feadY  M  ooAclttde :  And  thb  in  the  vain  hope,  chat  it  could  b« 
pofiMe  by  any  artifice  todifguife  the  troth  of  thefe  tran(kftioB|» 
or  that  any  exercife  of  power>  however  defpotic^  could  prevent 
fnch  ihAs  froia  bdng  itnown>  felt,  and  ttnderfiood>  even  vk 
Thjace  itfelf* 

T0  France^  to  Europe^  and  to  the  Worlds  it  mall  be  mani- 
feft»that  the  French  Government  (while  they  perftft  in  their  pfo^ 
ient  fentiments)  leave  his  Majefty  withont  an  alternative^  im-« 
left  he  were  prepared  to  farrender  and  fatrttce  to  the  andifgnl* 
led  ambitioA  of  hi^  enemies  the  honour  of  hii  «rown  and  the  O^jft^ 
ty  of  his  dominions.  It  mnft  be  manifeft,  that,  Enilead  of 
dewing,  on  their  part  any  inclination  to  meet  hii  Majefty's  pa* 
<ilic  overtures  on  any  moderate  terms,  they  have  never  brought 
themfelves  to  ftate  any  terms  (however  eseorbittnt)  on  which 
they  were  ready  to  conclude  peace.  They  have  aflted  as  a  pre- 
iiminary  (and  in  the  form  the  moit  arrogant  and  oKbnfive)  eon- 
ceffoBs  which  the  comparative  fitaation  of  the  two  coantriei 
would  have  rendered  extravagant  in  any  ftage'of  negotiation  t 
K^htch  were  dtro£ily  contrary  to  their  own  repeated  profeiTiohsi 
and  which*  neverthelefs,  they  peremptorily  inquired  to  to 
complied  with  in  every  outfet :  referving  an  unlimited  power  ^ 
afterwards  accumulating,  from  time  to  time,  frefh  demands^  en« 
^reafittg  in  proportion  to  every  new  conceflkm. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  terms  propofed  by  his  MajeRy  haVO 
been  ftated  in  the  mod  clear,  open,  an^  unequivocal  manner^ 
The  di(culfion  of  all  the  points  to  which  they  relate,  or  of  any 
others^  which  the  enemy  might  bring  forward  as  the  terms  of 
peace,  has  been,  on  his  Ma  jelly's  part,  repeatedly  called  for* 
as  often  promifed  by  the  French  plenipotentiaries,  t>ut  to  thit 
day  haji  never  yet  been  obtained.  The  rupture  of  the  negotia« 
fion  is  not  therefore  to  be  afcribed  to  any  pretenilons  (however 
inadmifBble)  urged  as  thi  frhe  of  peace ;  not  tp  any  ultimate 
difference  on  term f  however  eirorbitant  ^  but  to  the  evident  aai 
iixed  determination  of  the  enemy  to  prolong  the  conteft>  and  to 
purfue,  at  all  hazards,  their  hoftile  defigns  againU  the  profperi* 
t  and  falet)r  of  thefe  kmgdoms.  ^ 

While'' this  determination  continues  to  prevail,  lusMajeily^s 
«ameft  wilhes  and  endeavours  to  refiore  peace  to  his  fubjefis  mat 
be  fjuitlcis.    But  his  ftotimcnts  xcmiuii  unaltered,    lie  looha 
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With  axixious  expe^latioft  to  the  moment  when  the  goverafneitt  ef 
France  may  ihew  .a  difp^ikkSi  ailf  /p^v^  Iny  degree  ccHref- 

finding  to  his  own.     An  J  He  renews,  even  now,  and  befoceall 
arope,  the  folemn  declaration>  that,  in  fpite  of  repeated  pro- 
vocations^ 9fid  at  the. very 'mODi^At  w||^  hi?  ^bins  hairie  been 
irengtiiened  and  confirmed  by  that  freih  fuccefs  which,  by  tke 
fcle^g  of  providence,  has  recently  attended  his  jltids,   he  is  yet 
leady  (if  ^^  calamitites  oF^1iVwar'<Sh  nowBI'clofed)  to  con- 
clude peace  on  the  fame  moderate  and  equitable  principles  asd 
te^ns  whic.h  he^has  before  prpopfe^  :>Th^re}^3i(»  i^fiith  |cn» 
xhdi!  n,pw^  more  than'ever,  aenionftrate^t^eJmplajcableaniflio- 
ity  and  infatiable  am1)ition  o'f  thoie  with  whom  Wiias  to  con- 
tend, and  to  them  alone  muft  the  future  confequehces  of  the  pn^ 
Ipag^Mj^nofthe-warbe^ftrib^*'       -^^ ;  •  }'■'■•" 
.  If  fa.^vmhappijy  is  the  ft>iiitrhy:^hiefeth>^»eLfiill  wEtoMXed, 
lis  Majefly  can  neither  he£tat&^.to  <he.<piigicj{)les  of  his  own 
condu^  nor  doubt  the  fentiments  and  decernA^tio]i.^f  his^peo* 
pTe.    He  vnti  not  be  wanting  to  them,  and  he  is  co^dentHh^ 
will  hot  bc' wanting  to  themfelves.    He  has  iTn  ahxioiu,  but  a 
iacred  and  indifpenfable  duty  to  fulfil :  He  will  dilchargeit 
i^itlrrefolHik)!!*  confian^y  ^ndfirmnefs^    Deeply. 9s  hj^jnufttc^ 
firet  the  continuance  of  a  war,  fo  deftru£live  in  its;pr0grefs,  and 
&  burthenfome  even  in  it's  fuccefs,  he  knows  the  chaiader  of 
the  brave  people  whofe  interefts  and  honour  are  entrafte<i  to  him. 
Thefe  it  is  the  firft  objed  of  his  life  to  maintain :  and  he  is  cob- 
vineedj  tha^  neithec.the  refources  nor  the  fpirit  of  his  ki&gdfiB» 
will  t>e  found  inadequate  to  this  arduous  conteft,  or  unequal  to 
to  the  importance  and  value  of  the  obje£b  which  are  at  ftake. 
Hetrnils,  that  the  favouf  of  providence,  bv  wUch  they  have     ! 
.always '  hkherto  been  fupported  againft  all  tneir  :piemie39  wili 
be  fiill  extended  to  thtm;  and  that,  under*  this  protedion,  his 
^thful  fubjeds>  by  a  refolute  and  vigorous  application  of  the. 
aieans  which  they  polTefs,  will,  be  ens^bled  to  vindicate  the  in- 
dependence of  their  country,  and  to  refiil  with  juft  indignadoa 
the  aifumed  fuperiority  of  an.  enemy,  againft  whom  they  have 
fought  with  the  courage;  and  fuccefs^  and  gfory  of  their  aff- 
ceftors,  .9fid  .who  siims  at  nothing  lefs  thau'  fo  ddhrby  at  once 
whatever  has  contributed  to  the  profperity  and  gxoit&efs  of  the 
Britiih  Empire  :  All  the  channels  of  it's-  induftr^i;  /^d  aU  the. 
iburces  of  it's  power ;.  iVs  fecurity  from  abrpa4>  it^s  jg-anquility 
at 'hotii^^  ^d*/ 'above  aH,  that   conlHtution,^  on.  w]|ich  aloae 
depends  the  undilturbed  enjoyment  of  it*S*r^ligioli,l»w$,  and  . 
Iiht!»i^..':'>.    '..>\  *  r  3,  J   ;t  r. •  T'  i",  -'     •  '       ' 
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Lord  GrenviUe,  dated  Lifle,  17th  September  1797. 

No.  42.  Copy  of  a  Difeatch  fnnniLord  Malmefbury  to  Lprd 
GrenviUe,  dated  Lifl^>'l7th  September  1797. 

Na43.  Note  from  the  French  ^Plenipotentiaries  to  Lord 
Malmefbury,  dated  Lifle,  the  29  Frudidor,  5th 
Year. 

No.  44.  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French  Pleni- 
potentiaries, dated  Lifle,  1 6th  September,  1797. 

Nok  45.  Note  from  the   French  PIenipotentiari«s  to  Loxd 
.     Madmefbury,  dated  Lifle,  30  FruSidor,'  5th^  Year. 

No.  46,  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  French  Plcni- 
poteutiaries>  dated  Lifto^  ^^^  "^^P^ff^s^^J^?* 

b  X  .  V  .  •  i       N(x  47. 


Kow  48».K9te  fb^m  JLord  MJom^uij  to  the  French  Pfcoi- 
tUMttitidrics,  d^tcd   Lifle,  Sunday,  ITtb    Sft^ccB- 

No*  49*  ^<^^c  fr<^  the  French  PlecipotctitWres  to  Lori 
Mdmciibury,  dated  Lii)e»  ift  ComplaBepori 
Dsiy,  5th  Ye.-ir. 

Ha  50.  Drrpatd)  Amu  Li^dGtMivilktoLord  MjiIiaeflMn^ 
dated  powning  Street,  22d  Sq>teAb^r  1797. 

^^  Sx*  Note  from  Lord  Malmeftmry  t»  the  Frcndl  PkVK 
potentiaries,  dated  LoiHlon,  MiSeptcmbcr  MJ^ 

Kt>*  5^  Note  from  die  French  Plempdtentiaritt   td  Lai 

Malmefbury,  d^ted  LiQe^  4^^  Veniemiaire,  gk 

Year. 
Kor7}^^Note  from  die  French  PkAi^oifcattsirics  to  hmi 

Malmefbury,  dated  I^ide,  idh  Vn^Jcmifirct  M 

Year. 

t{o.  Cl*  Note  from  Lord  Malmcfbury  to  the  Ffencfa  Fta> 


<:OIutE- 


CQRRPSeoNDENCE,  0^i'  '^ 
Papers  firefenied  by  His  MAJE^iy^s^Commani. 

(Noi  I.)  OiReial  Nbte — ^Lorf  GrcnvUIe  to  x\it 

Minifter   for   Foreign   AfFairt  of  (he 

•  Tmh  Signnturti  bi  the  Prclirn'mar-es  of  a  Peace,  the  dcBnitiyo, 
Condufion  of  which  is  to  ^t  qq  End  to  the  OMuraent^  ,HHr, 
';q>pear$to  afford  to  the  Two  Gavemments  of ^  Great  Brhalii 
iind  France  a  natural  Opportunity  and  new.  FaciUtie^  for  tho 
Renewal  of  paoiiick  Neeociauons  bctw.acn  .thenn:*  A^rart  of 
the  Abflaclos,  which  might  have  retarded  this  r4Jutary  Work, 
po  longer  e-'ti^ii^g;  and  the  In^erelts  to  be  treated  of  being. 
After  this  F.^ntj  ncitlttr  fo  extetitive  norfo  compliiSated  a»^«he/ 
iirere  belbi«.. 

The  Court  of  London,  always  deflrous  of  <gmploying  fue1| 
M«ans  AS  arc  bcft  calculated  to  contribute  to  this  Objed,  .fo 
interefting  to  the  Happincfs  of  th?  T.vo  Nations,  is  vn willing 
to  tniii  renewing  to  the  Frcrjch  Government  the  ARjrance  of 
the  Continuance  of  its  Difpofitions  on  this  Siibjei^.  And  th^ 
iJnderligned  is  authorized  to  prppoie  to  the  Miniilcr  f^  Foreign 
Affairs  to  enter  without  Delay,  and  in  fach  Manner  as  (hall  be 
judged  the  mod  expedient,  upon  the  Difculilon  of  the  Views  and 
Fretenfions  of  each  Party  for  the  Regulation  of  the  Prclimi- 
paries  of  a  Peace,  which  n^ay  be  deiinitivety  arranged  at  a  fiutti^ 
Congrefs. 

As  foon  at  the  Form  of  this  Negociation  ihall  h^ve  been 
agreed  upoo>  the  Brittfh  Government  will  be  ready  to  coiH:ur  in 
it  by  taking  on  its  Part  fuch  Mejifq^cs  as  aro  the  moll  prbper  for 
accelerating  the  Re^ft^bbflimcnP  of  the  public  Tranquility. 

(Signed)        QRENVILLE, 
Weftminfier, 
June  1,1797. 

(No.  2.)  Official  Note.— The  Minifter  for  Poreiga 

Aifairs  to  Lord  GrcnviUe* 

The  UndcHignod  Minifter  for  Foreign  Aftairs  of  the  French 
|tet>nblick,  loft  no  Time  in  laying  before  the  Executive  Direc- 
fory  the  Note  which  was  tranfmitted  to  him  on  the  i(l  of  Jane 
10.  S.)  by  Lord  Grenvillc,  in  the  Name  of  His  Bntannidc 
Maieily>  Iieis4u^ded¥o»iif<irejrit» 
'  Xho 
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The  Executive  Diredlory  fees  with  Satifiidion  tbc  Dcfire 
which  the  Qabtnet  of  Saint  James's  expreflet  tp  pofraa  End,  ac 
length,  to  the  Calamities  of  War. — It  will  receive  -with  Ea^er- 
nefs  the  Overtures  and  Prppofiils  which  ftiaU  be  m^  to  It  by 
the  Court  of  England. 

The  Executive  Direaory  4efirc$»  iio|withftanduig,  that  tl^ 
Negociations  fhoold  be  fet  on  Foot  a^  once- for  a  Dtfiaiti»c 
Trestty.  This  Proceeding  appears  to  the  Diredory  preferable 
tp  .a  Congrcffi,  of  which  the  Refult^maft  be  remote,  and  wliick 
4oes  not  correfoond  with  the  ardent  Pefire  that  it  has  to  re- 
cHabliih,  as  quickly  4s  poffible.  Peace  between  the  Two  Powers. 

(Signed)       .     CH.  PEi^ACROlX. 
Paris,  i6PrairiaU  jth  Year  of  the 
Prench  Republick,  one  and  indivifiblc* 
(June  4.  1797.) 

(No.  3.)  Official  Note.— Lord   GrenvIIle   to    the 

Miniiler  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  Conrtof  London  has  received,  with  the  greateft  SatH^ 
laflion,  tkj  Aflurances  of  the  Difpofitionsof  the  hxecutive  Di- 
redory  to  entertain  with  Eagernefs  the  paciiick  Overtures  of 
Great  Briuin,  as  well  as  of  It's  Defire  to  re-ellablilh«  as  fooA^ 
poffible.  Peace  between  the  Two  Powers. 

Anxious  to  contribute  to  it  in  every  Thing  which  can  depetiA 
upon  itfelf,  the  firitifh  Government  will  not  delay  to  (end  t» 
Paris,  or  to  fuch  other  Place,  upon  the  Continent,  as  may  be 
agreed  upon»  a  Miniller,  to  treat  and  conclude  with  the  Pleni^ 
potentiary,  who  fhall  bp  appointed  by  tiie  Executive  DireAory: 

The  Underfigncd  is  direded  to  defire  to  know  the'  Wilh  of 
the  Piredtory,  as  to  the  Place  ot  the  Negotiation^  in  order  that 
a  fpeedy  Determination  may  be  taken  ticrc  upon  that  Sabje^; 
and  to  requeft  the  MiniHer  for  Foreign  AfBlirs  to  fena  him,  uith- 
out  DeUy,  the  neceflary  Pa0ports,  (o  enable  the  King's  Plenipo- 
tentiary  to  repair  immediately  to  hia  Deflination.  The  Quef- 
tion  of  ligning  Pfeliminary  pr  Definitive  Articles,  will  nece^ 
farily  depend  upon  the  Progrefs  and  Turn  of  the  Negotiations, 
to  w nich,  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain,  will  be  brought  the  ipoft 
£ncere  Defire  for  the  fpeedy  Re-eflabliihment  of  Peace. 

Weftminfter,  (Signed)  GRENVILLE. 

June  8th,  1797. 

(No.  4#)  Official  Note.— The  Mimfter  for  Foreign  • 

Affairs  to  Lord  Grenyillo. 

T^B.Bxecotive  Dir^^ory  of  the  French  Republick  hasfeeo 
with  Sntisfadlton,  by  the  GiFtcial  Note  of  Loru  GrenviUe,  dated 
June.  $ch  (Q.  S.),  thai  the  Court  of  London  itteMis  itfclf  di^ 
pofed  to  fee  onFoot^  without  Delay^  the  Neg9U»Ui^>  for  whi^ 

/  '  'It 
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t  has  lately  mack  an  Overture.  Filled  with  ihe  faffle-  Eager- 
leis^  convinced  that  the  Intentions  of  the  Bridlh  Government 
re  fach  as  It  defcribes  them,  the  Dir^tory  has  dirc^ed  the 
Jnderftffned,  Miniiler  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  tranfmit  to  Lord 
xrenviile  the  neceflary  Faflports  for  a  Minifter  furni(hed  witii 
all  Powers  for  the  Purpofe  of  negotiating  a  definitive  and  £e* 
«rate  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the  French  Kepublick. 

The  Executive  Directory  has  fixed  upon  the  Commode  of 
jifle  as  the  Place  of  Meeting  for  cne  refpe^Uve  Plenipotentiaries. 

Paris,  23  Prairial,  5th  Year     (Signed)  CH.  DELACR^OlX. 
«f  the  French  Republtck. 
(June  II,  1797.) 

No.  5O  FomofPaiTp^rt. 

Liberty,  Equality.  Fraternity,  Union* 

In  the  Name  of  the  French  Repubiick« 

To  all  Officers,  Civil  and  Military,  charg&d  to  mainuin 
Public  Order  in  the  different  Departments  of  France,  and  t9 
nake  the  French  Name  refpedlcd  Abroad. 

Allow  to  pais  freely 
jormfijid  'with  tbi  fuU  Powers  of  His  Britannick  Majefyfor  tht 
Purpofe  of  uegociatingf  concludingy  andfigning  a  DeJtnittnM  t^nd  Se^ 
iarate  Ireatj  of  Peace  <ufith  the  French  Repuhiick,  Native   o€,     * 
kc.  &t« 

s 

^ing  to^  Lilie,  Defartmetit  of  the  Ncrtb,  tie  Place  appointed  for  tit 
Wegotiation^  ' 

vithout  giving  or-  fulFering  any  Hindrance  to  be  given  to  him* 
This  paffport  (hall  be  in  force  for  Decades  only. 

Given  at  Paris  the  23  Prairial,  ^th  Year  of  the  Kepublick,, 
One  and  Indiviiible. 

'The  Minifl^r  Foreiga  Affairs, 

(SignodJ         CH.  DELACROIX'.. 

'.By  the  Miniiteri 

(Signed)        T.  GUIRADET. 

[No.  6.)  Official  Note, — Lord  GrenviUe  to  the  Mi- 

nifler  for  Foreign  Affairs, , 

The  Undcrfigned  has  received  from  the  Minifler%r  Foreign 
lU&irs  of  the  French  Rejjublick  his  Official  Note,  with  the  Paffr 
3ort  which  accompanied  it.  '^-4^^^  . 

The  Court  of  London  willingly  accepts  the  Propo&I  of  the         ^^ 
Prcnch  Government  with  refpcdl  to  the  Place  of  Negotkdoa,  ; 

in'd  confents  that  Lille  (hall  be  appointed  as  the  Place  of  Meet- 
ing for  the  refpc^vc  Plenipoientiariw:— -It  being  always  un- 

•derftood. 


t6  ttAtt  jAvttu 

d«r(h)od»  ttiat  tKe  iLln^'s  Plenmoteiliiary  flulfl  hiye  Lihettf  t^ 
difpQtdi  his  Coariers  direAty  mm  Lifle  to  Itover,  by  Way  ol^ 
Calais  ;  and  that  the  EngKlh  Veflels,  appointed  for  keepiBg  up 
this  Communication,  Ihall  be  allowed  freely  to  go  into,  ao) 
come  out  of,  th€  I'ort  of  Calais^  and  to  pafs  in  perfe^  Safety 
between  that  City  and  Dover. 

With  refpea  to  the  PaiTport,  the  UnderliSned  finds  himielf 
under  the  Ncceflity  of  remarking  that'the  Terms  in  which  this 
ittftmment  is  drawn  ttp>  differ  from  the  nfual  Fonn»  by  the  par^ 
ticular  Defcription,  whi<h  is  inferted  in  tJtCHit  of  the  Natnre 
and  Extent  of  the  Powers,  and  of  th^  AtiffioQ  of  thf  King*s  Pk^ 
nipotentiary* 

This  new  Form  appears  liable  to  produce,  in  many  Tnfiancrs* 
con£derabIe  Icconvenience  (  and,  according  to  the  Tenss  ole^ 
in  jbfe  particular  Inllance,  it  would  have  the  DiAdvantafC  of 
not  anfwering  cxadly  to  the  Powers.  ^4  the  Miflion  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  in  queftion. 

•  His  ibll  Powers,  drawn  up  in  the  ufuft!  Form»  ^ill  irichide 
Wfry  Cafe;  ai'd  without  prefcribing  to  htm  any  particular 
Mode  of  Negociation,  will  give  him  the  moft  nnlimited  Aii« 
thoriry  to  conclude  ^ny  Articles  or  Treaties,  whether  Prelimi- 
nary or  Definidve,  as  might  beft  conduce  to  the  fpeedy  Re<« 
«ikb}i(hment  of  Peace,  which  is  the  fole  ObjeA  of  his  MtiSoa. 

•  But  the  Court  of  London  does  not  by  any  Means  make  a  Point 
of  concluding  a  Preliminary  Treaty,  and  would  prefer  only  chas 
^Iode>  whatever  it  mfLy  be,  which  fhail  be  found  the  bell  Gal« 
>calated.  to  accelerata  the  ConcluHon  of  Peace. 

The  King*s  Plenipotentiary  then  will  be  equally  trttdr^  ard 
aothoriated  to  begin  the  Negoeiation  without  Delay,  upon  cither 
footing  I  upon  the  footing  of  a  Preliminary  Treaty^-or  Ihould 
luch  cootinue  to  be  the  Wim  of  the  Direaory,  upon  thar  of  a 
Definitive  Treaty. 

As  to  what  regards  the  Qgefiion  of  a  feparate  Treat)'*-4bei« 
would  be  no  Objection  to  fettling,  by  a  Treaty  of  this  Kind, 
Whatever  relates  p  the  refpe£Uve  Interefts  of  France  and  of 
Great  Britain,  as  has  been  ufually  the  Pra^lice  in  fimilar  Cafes : 
But  the  Kin^  can  not  allow  any  Doubt  to  fubfift  as  to  His  Inten- 
tion of  providing  for  ^\hat  U  due  to  thf  Ititerefts  of  His  i^Uy  Her 
Moft  Faithful  Majdly.  ^nd  in  Purfnancc  of  the  iaine  Pria* 
cqiles.  His  Majefty  will  not  rcfife  to  enter  into  fuch  Exphuia* 
(ions  wuh  rcfpeQ  to  the  Intereih  of  Spain  and  Holland  «» 
may  appear  necedary  for  the  Re*eftabliihmentof  Peace, 

After  this  frank  and  prccife  Explanation,  the  Britiflt  Go^tm* 
meat  is  perfut^ed  that  the  Diredory  will  not  deky  to  tnutC- 
mit  tQ  them  a  Pafiport  for  the  Britiih  Plenipotentiary  and  hia 
Suite^  in  the  uiual  Fonn,  and  fuch  as  was  lent  in  the  Month 
of  Cxk/ishtr  hut  for  the  Miffion  with  which  X^rd  Mahacibafy 
waa  theo  ^hargcd. 

in 
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J.  '  In  this  ^5Cl>0ation,  and  for  the  fekc  of  avoidixtg  all  delay,  . 
*  )us  Majeify  ka^  already  made  choice  of  the  fani?. miniler  to  repre* 
*'  l^nt  him  on  this  iriiportant  occafion.  And  the  underfigned  is 
'  charged  to  enquire  on  what  Day  the  French  Plenipotentiary  wi^ 
1  be  at  Lifle,  in  order  that  Lord  Mafaiu^fbury  may-  arrive  there  at 
the  £uii&  tisiie« 

^  •'•       '{s^pieiY      '   .         'grenville. 

F  Weftminllcr,       • 

i  June  17,  1797.'  ._.,:, 

,      (No.  7.)  Oificia!  Ktitcl— ^Thc  Mimfter  for  ForeignAffairs 

'  to  Lord  Grenville. 

'  *      ".         '  .  .  or  JlANfiLATlON*    *        '      .• 

^  TiTE  tiniderfigti'ed  Minifter  fbt  Foreign  Afiairs  has  laid,1)efore 

^      the-  Diredory^ "  iinmediately  npiori    its    receipt,    the    official 

note  addreffcd  to  him  hy  Lord  Grenville^  dated  Jnne  17,  1797 

(O.  S.)     He  lofts  no*  tim^  in  replying  to'  it,  according  to  s^o 

orders  which' he  has' received. 

■  ThjB  Dircftory,  partaHng  moft  fincerely  in  the  pacHick  fenti- 
.  ments-M^iidiJiisBritannick  Majefty  annotinces,  and  wifhing  to 

Indng  the  negotiations  as  quickly  as  poffible  t6  a  happy  inue« 

feHifts  in  requiring  that  the  refpcftive  Plenipotentiaries  fliall 
egin  inuxiediately  upon  their  meeting  to  treat  of  a  definitive^  ^ 
Xrcaty;     The  Difeftory  accepts,  with  fatisfaStbn,  the  cdnfciit  * 
of  his  Britannick  Majefty  upon  this  ffsbjc^,  expreifed  in  the  no^ 
of  Lord  Grfenville.  - 

1  The  Bireftory  confents  HAt  his  Britannick  Majefty  fh^ll 
wfakfejbyhis-Plcmpotentiary,  fuch  propoTals  briHpnlations  as  he 
ihall  thmk-'proper  for  her  tnofl  Faithful  Majefty,  tis  ui  retum  t)^ 
Pleil^)Oteriliaries  of  the  Repiiblic  will* do  for  their  allies  his 
Catholic  Majefty  and  the  Batavian  Reptibiick.  '    ' 

The  Dire^ory  confents  that  the  negoHation  (hall  be  opened 
witk  Lord  Malmefbury.  Another  choice  would,  however,  have 
appeared  to .  the  DireAory  to  aiigur  more  fevoarably  for  the 
Speedy '^o&ckiiion  of  peacei  - 

The  Direftory  requires  <hat  -it  fliall  be  eftablifhed  asu  princi- 
pkr  that  tefchEagliih  packet  boat,  which  (hallhkve  brought 
over  either  the  Plenipotentiaryor  a  Courier /iHail  i»etiirrt  without 
delay>-and^  fiwU  not  be  ailow«dto  make  any  ftav.  The  ^iref^onr 
will  give  oijdcrs  that  a  French  packet  ^b6at*^llt)e'^fbrniiliecf, 
without  d€|}ay,  ^  each.of  theCouriets  whom  the' Pledipc^entiary 
of  Ins.iBtannipk  Majefty  ftal;k*fpatchv  The  IMrtatfry  rf^fires, 
at  t^e  fam  t)n^>  that  the  Conriers  (hoold  iiofc  be  ftitt  todfrtr  , 
^quei^ly  I  the  fr^uent  feadingr  of  them  kaving  b4ie«iofte  8f  the 
principal  cauf(^  of  th«  rupt^of  th^  fbimer  negotv^^idh.'       - 

Afler jtke  ab^v^e  QKplM&tioiN  it::b«xMheranii^ettkr  y^tol  tHdfmrt 
to  Lord  Grenville  a  new  pafl^rt;  the  reftriaJdi^  w1iiGh>  Kb  ap- 
prehended were  to  be  found  in  that  which  has  been  addreffcd  to 
Asm,  being  entirely  done  aWiay.'^ 

App&Nr  Vol.  I,  1797.  €  Tho 


The  Fre^cKPIajiMti^itiaries^Mrillvlviv^  ^urivcdac  I 

l^nti)  -CH.  DKl. 

'Paris,  z  Mc^dor,.     * 

(Na  &^)  .  Oftciat  Note.---Lop^  Grissinlle'  ctf  tl 

for  Foreign  Audi's, 

TRANSLATION. 

TWr  WeHigiitdbftf  kid  .before  j(fae  Kiq^  ijie  afi 
^  the  French  gorernznenf,  which  he  received  db 
the  prefent  month. 

As  to  the  two  firfl:  *ariieles  jbT 'tMs  note-  hoth  pc 
agreed.  . On « flhis  point . tbef efo^e .  tfa«ne  is  pithing  ^tD-1 
to  the  explanations  ^Iceady  .giyen,;  lA  con/cjqoep^  4 
expbnatioBsIion^  Afo2iaeA9ir<y  .wilU  withQiit  ideiay,  w 
IJile  to  enter  ii^(o  a  negotiation  \jith  die' J^r^ncli  fw 
tiaries for  the  comf^tion  df a  defnidve  treat|r-  JlPJuBPai 
tittfJ)irc£^ory.  uiamiihe'XiuMe  '.'^v^hich  Jus  .Majefty  luu  ti 
i^tttomake  of .Xjs  Plej^t^oRtia^ j,  ^jgg  yviyt ji^^ogg 
not  to  rcquircagy  anfwcr. 
'  The  Britiih  Qovet»pac«t  :^rees  ,ur  |&r  ^ 
l^pfed  £on  che,.padcet  ^oats ;  provided  tfiat  a.  f  r 
'fball  be  furniihed  r«|guliurl}r,  .aqd  wiUiOQttkeJeaft' way 
€^h  CfNiner  wjuch'  tli<c  {[ritifli  nenipocentaaxy  Jtw^yi 
neceiTary  to  difpatth  ?  The  exercife  ctf'ms  inCQ»k«^ibfe  4fl ' 


^th  rfgasj  tto itKe  rupture.of  fii^l^piqfi^^i^§g^,/if  > 
cumfEances  and  the.^npuv^s.^f  ^it.acej^nown^pi.aU.^MJIc^ ! 
it  is,ji«t««t  the  .moment  91  enteru^g  .^itoa^^^Hr  :^#4s^' 
cuiHon  that  the  Briufli  governB)f;«t.conceivfSiittM|i  l^if^il 
afe  xo  recall  thexn  tet  r^coilcdion. 

Lord  Malmefbury  will  fet  out  from^I^aiidkfn  .^  ,^fS^  ' 
thismoath  to  proce^, ta Calais ;;ffom  whence  \e,yi^V^' 
i^s  departure  according  to  the  .notification  .ke,4sviy;f«^vt <  I 
title  Day  on  which  tl^e  French  OHgifters^aa^^acli  I^. 

-;  Weftmifiiterrjwc  a6,;ijf97. 

(No.  9O         '.0/Hcial  Not^~TI>e,>Iiw»cir#Mlf??W^^ 

.   .^6 IlOl:iGrc^nri]^^c*  ,  ..     .      | 

TRiWSLATlCM*. 

THB.,underiigned  J^&u^ter,  &rfW4Kn..»4^r.|#^ 
kving  ^before  .the  :  Executive    Diredofy     ^he^,^q|^ 
addrefled^o  ^hy^lA>^Qxw^^^^ 
8ch  of  the  preieut  moath  Meflldor,, 


kja^i  ^pfW^r  to  tills  &ote^  he  has  the  tion'<»^t(r<!&E!hfe  to  Lord 
.eiiville,  that*  the  Pleiii()0ifdnfia3ies  chatgr^d*  By  the  DireAoty 
fK  die  Negociati6n«  are  already  dUkiihlcd  at  Li/Te,  andthac 
e  €Oi|fdrence$  rinay  be  fet'ou  foot  as  fbon  as'tfife  I^lenipotehdaty 
his  Brifaitnilfk  Majcffy  Aall  have^  arrived  tlte^.*    ?iti^fion 

^U^been  made  that  there  (hall  never  be  a  W^at'of  packet  boats 

j)£ji  r  th^  couriers  which  he  fhalt  think  proper  c6*  fend  to  London. 
Theohderiigiled'at  the  iame  time  apprizes  Lord  Grenville, 

jnB  At  a  cojjy  of  this  note  will  be  delivered  to  Lord  Malmeibury 

m^if^  his  arrival' at  Calais^  in  order  that  there  may  be  nothing  to 

iri  giJSidLtT  his  immediate  departure  for  Lifle. 

<Signed),       CM.  DEI^CROK. 

fjggi  Paris,  ir  Mei&dor, 

^,j      cth  Year. 

^^ou  lo.)^  JExtnft'Of  a  difpatci  from  l/jfri^Malrndbory, 

'*^  .  t6.  llidl^  QceiiviUe;  dated  Lifle,  JuJy  6(fc, 

'^'  Thurfday,8P.M.  17*97. 

fc*«,MyLoiil,  ,  •  .       ' 

f^  |Iavin)c  had  this  iticrainr  »y  iirft  cctfiferehce  with*  the 
Frencb  Fleiiipo£entia«ies»  and  hayii^  mutttaU)i|  exchanged 
^^ytxr  ftili  povrers,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  difpatch  a  Mefienger,  in 
H>rder  that  hia  Majefty  niay  have  the  eariiefl  information  of  this 
i^ircDmibuice;  ^  My  difpatch^  howeyeir  mvil:  be  confined  to  this 
i^^ione,.  as  nothing  whatever  h4s  ydt  paflbd  relative  to  the^  nego- 
^ciation  itfetf.. . 
a 
1  (No!  I  i*.)'(iipy  of  the  full  pdwers  6f  the  French  Plfcnipctentiarieij. 

.  ,     TRANSLATION, 
>  Efiuby.  .  Lilerty, 

'      Extras,  from  the  regifteSks  of  the  deJiWratidns  of  the  £x- 
acutive  Diredory. 

Paris  the  30th  Prairial>  jth  year  of  the  French  Republic. 
.one  andl  iadlviAUe.  ^ 

The  Executive  fidredory,  after  having  heard  the  report,  of 
the  Mioifter  for  Foreign  Affair^,  decrees  as  follows : 

The  dtixcni  LetoUrn^ar^  heretofore  member  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive pirej^ory,  Plevilk  je  Pelle^,  and  Maret,  are  author!  zad 
to  negotiate  with  the  Miniftet  Plempotentkry  of  his  Briuanick 
Maji^!fty»  the  treaty  of  Peaqe  to  he  comrmded:  between  tfie 
FrebcK  reiittblicfc  aad  Great Aitain.  The  Diredory  gives  them 
the  aeceffiiry  fuU  powers  for  agreeing  upon  and  iignin^  the 
articles  ortne  treaty  ta  be  aiade.  They  (hall  conform  them- 
feives-  to  the  Saftni^ioas  which  have  been«  or  fliall  be  gi'vygft  to 
tfaent  b^  Ihr  Sxoemil^  Dtreftory,  to  whonx  they  ihail  render  an 
.accovnt  ef  the  prog)refi  esid  the  iflii^  of  the  aegotiations. 

Thfe)&  are  d^naHy  .aitthortied*.  aad  jaad^r  the  fame  conditjoiu , 
tof  ftioulate  for  the  allies  of  the  Repablk*  his  Catholic  Majefty 
and  die  Batavian  Republick. 

^  c  2  The 


20  STATE   f  AFBM; 

',    The  Cidzen  Colchien,;  appointed  Secretary  Gene^totkt 
French  Legation  u  author  bed  to  aflift  at  the  conference,  to 
afford  the  information  which  fiiall^be  required  of  hixn^  and-tt 
take  a  note  of  what  ihall  be  agreed  upon  and  fettled. 
'  The  prefent  decree  (hall  not  be  printed  for  the  prqient. 
A  true  copy.       . . 

Thc.;Px;clide»t  of  the  Executive  toiredory, 

CARNOT. 
By  the  Executive  0ire£h>rT, 
the  Secretary  General,  * 
LAGARDt 

'  (No.  12.)  Extrafls  of  a  difpatch  from  Lord  Malmelbii^  to 

Lord  Grenville,  dated  Liflc,  July  1 1,  1797- 

I  HAD  the  honour  in  my  laft,  by  Brooks,  of  the  6th  inftant. 
to  inform  ypar  lordfliip  of  ^ly  arrival  here,  of  the  manaer 
in  which  I  had  been  received,  and  of  my  having,  in  the  oToiI 
Torm,  exchanged  my  full  powers  with  the  French  PlenipotoH 
tiaries. 

On.  Friday  the  7th  at  noon  we  held  our  fecond  confereiice. 

I  opened  this  fecond  confef  cnce  with  the  French  Plenipocea- 
fiaries,  by  faying^  that  I  myfelf  had  no  obfervations  to  nake  ca 
.  their  full  powers,  which  appeared  to  be  conformable  to  thofe  du- 
ally given  by  the  Direftory  to  their  Plenipotentiaries,  and  of  cottrfe 
inuft  be  confidered  as  fuf&cieht  for  the  purpofes  exprefled  in  them; 
that  I,  however,  had  tranfmitted  them  by  a  meflenger  to  my 
court,  and  referved  to  myfelf  the  right  of  communicating  aay 
objedions  or  remarks  which  I  might  receive  by  the  return  of  mj 
mefienger,  relative  to  them. 

M.  le  Tourneur,  to  whom,  as  prefident  of  the  Conunifioo, 
I  addreffed  myfelf,  replied,  that  they  had  taken  prccifely  the 
fame  fteps  as  myfelf;  that  the^  cohfidered  the  full  powers  I  had 
given  in,  as  in  d^e  form,  and  fafHcient ;  but  that. they  aOb  ie> 
lerved  to  themfelves  the  fame  right,  in  regard  to  inftm^ioiis  thev 
^  niight  receive  fronithe  Diredlory  qi^  this  fubjeA,  as  I  had  cUdmei 
in  regard  to  my  court. 

To  this,  of  courfe,  I  affented* 

On  Saturday  the  9th  inftant  I  ^ave  in  the  Projet  precifely  as  I 
had  received  it  from  your  lordfhip  ;  a  copy  of  which  (A),  as  ic 
js  tranilated  into  French,  I  think  it  my  duty  toinclofe. 

One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  popofed  that  fomc  time  flionld 
be  given  them  to  take  the  propofals  I  had  made  into  tonfidera* 
fion,  and  begged  of  me  merely  for  the  fake  of  accuracy,  and  m 
help  their  memolry,  that  I  would  be  good  enough  either  to  let 
M..  Colchen  put  down  on  paper,  or  myfelf  fend  them  a  note 
containing  the  words  with  which  I  wifhed  the  Articles  left  ni 
blank  to  be  filled  up.  I  readily  acquiefced  in  the  latter  niode. 
and  iaimediately  on  niy  return  ^ent  them  the  indoivd  not»  (B)* 

Oa 


»TATE    PAPSRS,  ^1 

On  Sonday  evening  Iu'eceive4  the  inclofed  note  (C)  from  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  and  in  con&quenCe  of  it  went  to  the 
propofed  conference  yefterday.  ' 

One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  informed  me  on  the  fubjeft  of 
the  Projet  I  had  given  them,  and  the  note  with  which  I  had 
accompanied  it,  that  as  thefe  papers  contain .  many  points  on 
which  their  inftruftions  did  not  enable  them  to  anfwer,  they  had, 
after  having  given' them  a  very  ferious  attention,  fcnt  them,  with 
fuch  obfervations  as  they  had  thought  it  their  duty  to  make  on 
them,  to  the  Directory,  and  that  the  moment  they  received  an 
anfwer,  they  would  commnnicate  it  to  me.  fiut  that  in  the 
meanwhile,  not  to  delay  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation,  they 
wiihed  that  feveral  points  which  he  termed  infulated,  but  which, 
though  not  referred  to  in  our  Projet,  were,  he  faid,  infeparably 
connected  with  the  general  fubjcdl  of  peace^  mighty  be  oifcufTed 
and  got  rid  of  now  if  I  had  no  objection,  and  that  it  was  with 
this  view  they  had  requeued  me  to  meet  thenK  On  my  not  ex- 
prefling  ayiy  difapprobation  to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  ^jsrr  of^he 
French  Plenipotentiaries  beean,  by  faying,  that  in  the  preamble  of 
the  treaty  the  title  of  King  of  France  was  ufed;  that  this  title 
they  contended  pould  no  longer  be  infilled  on»  the  abolition  of 
it  was  in  a  manner  elTential  to  the  full  acknowledgement  of  the 
French  Republick,  and  that  as  it  was  merely  titular  as  far  fs 
related  to  hip'Majefly>  but  quite  other  wife  in  the  fenfe  in  which 
it  applied  to  them,  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  confidered  as  am 
important  conceiiion. 

I  informed  him,  that  on  all  former  occafions  a  feparate  article 
had  been  agreed  to,  which  appeared  to  nie  to  anfwer  every 
purpofe  they  required,  a^d  which  it  was  my  intention,  as  the 
treaty  advanced,  to  have  propofed,  as  proper  to  make  part  of 
this.  The  article  (the  iirlt  of  the  feparate  ones  in  the  treaty  of 
1783)  was  then  read ;  but  they  objedted  to  it,  as  not  fully  meet- 
ing their,  views.  It  was  to  the  title  itfelf,  as  well  as  to  any  right 
wm^h  might  be  fappofed  to  arife  from  it,  that,  they  objeded.  I 
could  f^a^ce  allow  myMi  to  treat  this  mode  of  reafoning  fir 
rioufl'y.  I  endeavoured  to  make  them  feel  that  it  was  cavifiijigf 
for  a  mere  wprd ;  that  it  was  creating  difficulties  where  none 
exifled ;  and  that  if  all  the  French  monarchs  in  the  conrfe  of 
three  centuries  had  allowed  this  to  fland  in  the  preamble  of  all 
treaties  and  tranfa^ions  between  the  two  countries,  I  could  not  cor.« 
ceive,  after  its  haying  been  ufedfor  fp  long  a  period  without  any 
claim  or  pretenfion  being  fet  forth  in  confequence  of  it,  how  it 
could  now  aiTed  either  the  dignity,  fecurity,  or  importance  of 
the  Republic — that  in  faft  fuch  titles  have  ever  been  contidered 
as  indefeafable,  and  as  memorials  and  records  of  former  great- 
pefs,  and  not  as  pretenfions  to  prefent  power — and  I  quoted  the 
titles  of  the  Kings  of.  Sardinia  arid  Naples^  &&  as  examples  ex- 
l^dUy  ill  poiiit.    I  argued  hpweyer  in  vain.     Ihey  treated  it 
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<2  .    '  itkiit  fUlfi^^. 

very  gravel v»  and  made  fo  ftron'g  a  (land  imon  tt,  tliai  tcoiSd 
not  avoid  talcing  if  for  wfereiice^  whicH  I  tdpagHt  it*  Bet'tn  to 
do,  than  feeling  as  I  did  at  the  moinenit,  tbpulh  tSe  dbavcfrfaite 
/arther. 

The  fecond  infukted  point  was  a  very  material'  one  inded. 
and  which,  although  it  hsfs  been  adverted  to  a^  aprbpe&T^t 
might  poffibly  be  brought  forward,  rc'onfefs  caine  upon  me  bb- 
expefledly.  It  was  to  afk  either  a  remtution  of  dib  ilups  takea 
and  deftroyed  at  Toulbh,  or  an  ec[,uivalcnt '  for  them.     TBcy 

{rounded  this  claim  on  the  preirnunaV)^  de.claration  mido  \s 
>ord  Hood  on  his  talcing  pofTellion  of  Toaloxr;  ^t£  on  m 
eighth  article  of  the  declaration  of  the  Committed  of  tKc  iec- 
tlons  to  him.  They  faid,  peace  they  hoped  was  about  to  beie- 
eftabliihed ;  that  his  Ma  jelly,  in  acknowledging'  the  •  lUfpuBEct 
adniitted  that  a  fdvei  eighty  exited  in  the  Frencfi  6oVGbuiieiit; 
and  of  courfe  that  t2ie  ihips,  .held  only  as  a  depofit  \yf  E^j^g^ul 
till  this  legal  authority  was  admitted',  ought  now  to  (»e  reJboreL 
I  replied  that  this  claim  was  fo  peff^^ly  unlook'ed^  fat^  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  me  to  have  been  provided  for  it  inaijii- 
Hrudlions,  and  that  I  could  therefore  only  convey  zny  own  pri- 
vate fentiments  on  it,  which  were,  that  they  could  not  haved^ 
yifed  a  flep  more  likely  to  defeat  the  great  end'  of  our  xnifioB. 
One  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  faid,  that  heflnccr.ely  Hoped  not; 
that  without  a  reiUtution  of  the  fhips  an  en^nivalent  might  Be 
found  to  cjffedl  the  purpofe  defired*,  mice  their  great  dbJcS  ms, 
that  fomething  fhould  apnear  to  prove  that  this  juft'  demand  U 
not  been  overlooked  by  ui'em,  and  was  not  left  unfatisfied  by  ol 
'J  told  him  fairly,  I  did  not  fee  where  thiA  equivalent  was  to  k 
found*  or  how  it  could  be  appreciated;  and  that  confiHering  dr 
great  advantages  France  had  already  obtained  By  ^e  War*  aid 
%ofe  Ihe  was  likely  to  obtain  from  the  ^  of  cdndSeiceBfionl 
had  already  intimated  his  Majeily  was  difj^ofed  to  ma&e  id  orfa 
.  to  reflore  poace,  I  was  much  furprized>  anddeeply  ooncefMfit 
^hat  I  heard.  I  truf!ed,  therefore,  tliat  this  very  ttia*lmmKia» 
propofal  would  be  withdrawn.  They  faid  it  was  lidf  i»  thdr 
power;  and  one  of  them,  from  a  written  paper  before  huL 
which  he  faid  were  his  init:ru£lions,  read  to  me  words  to  tlie  elfeft 
I  have  already  dated. 

Their  third  q«eftion  was  as  to  any  mortgage  we  mig&t  ba« 
upon  the  Low  Countries,  in  confequencc  of  money  lent  to  the 
Emperor  by  Great  Britain— They  wiflied  to  knpw  if  any  Ib^ 
exifted,  fince  as  they  had  taken  the  Low  Countries  charged  vw 
all  their  incumbrances,  they  were  to  declare  that  they  ffiould  not 
confider  themfelves  bound  to  anfwer  any  mortgage  given  fir 
money  lent  to  the  Emperor,  for  the  purpofc  of  carrying  on  war 
againfl  them, 

I  told  them,  that  without  :eplying  to  this^qneffion,  fnppofiag 
the  cafe  to  exift,  the  cxceptioti  they  reqnirea  ihould  have  iwcs 
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Ifated  IP  th^ir  Treaty  with  th^  Emperor,  aad  couM  not  at  all  b^ 
/nixcdf  upin  ours;"tliat  If  they  had  v^ken  the  Low  Countries  as 
they  ftood  charged' witli  all  their*  incambrances^  tl^ere  could  he 
no  doubt  what  thefe  words  jneant,  and  that  if  no  exception  waa 
Hated  in  thefirf^  in&ahce,. none  could  be  made  with  a  retro-adive 
cffea.  • 

Xhe  IfrenchJ^Ienipotentiacies,  however,  were  as  tenacious  on 
this  point  as  on.  thcr  others  wo;  and  asjt  found  to  every  argu-' 
xnent  I  ufed  that  they  coafbrnitly  qppofed  their  inilruQions,  I  had 
ijothing  to  do  but  to  defire  that*  they  would  ^ive  me  a  written 
paper  &cing  th^  three  claims,  in  order,  that  I  might  immediately 
tranfmit'it  to  your  lordfhip,  and  on  tl^s  being  promifed,  our  coa^' 
ference  broke  up.  .     '  ' 

Between  four  aqd  five  P.^.M.^flcjjday,  I  received  the  enclofed 
Note  (p),  and  I  Have  loft  no  .tune  nnce.it  is  in  my  pofiefiion  in 
preparing  to , fend  away  a  meffi^nger,  as  independent  of  the  did? 
agreeable  fubje^ls  Drought  'forward  in  this  laft  conference^  and 
which  it  h  material  Ihduld  be  communicated  without  delay,  t 
am  a'nxiQ^s.his  Majeily  (hould  be  informed  of  what  has  pafledin 
eeq^ral  ijp  to,thisda^,  as  it.may|>erhapsiurniih  fome  ideas  as  to* 
cne  poffible  event  pr  the  negotution.  ^  '      ' 

^0.  13.  A;)  i^rojet  delivered  hy  Loritf  Jfidlmttyyirf  to  thtf 
FreQ(;h  Plenipotjsn^aries  in  their  conferenc^^ 
Jnly  8th,  475?7-  "     ^  -    .    *    . 

Be  *  It  known  to  all  thofe. whom  it  ihall  .or  may  in  a»y  manner 
cpi^em.  »The  inoft  Serene  and  moft  Potent  t^rinqb  George 
the'TKird,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France* 
and  Ireland,  Dake  of  Brunfwic  and  Lunenburgh,  Arch  ^Treafu- 
rerafid  Eleftor  ^f  the  Holy  Roman  Empire,  and  the 'Executive 
Dir'eifory  of  the  French  Republic,  being  equally  dcfirotts  to  put 
iin  end  to  the  yi2LT,  which  nas  for  foriii  time  paft  fubfifttd  be- 
tween the  4ominidns  of  the  two jpar ties,  have  named  and  con-- 
-  ftituiedljor  their  plenipotentiaries,  charged  with  the  conclnding 
and  figning  of  the  Dennitivc  iTteaty  of  peace ;  viz.  the  King  of 
Great. Britain,  the  Lord  Baron  of  Malmelbury,  a  Peer  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  Kmgjht  of  the  maSt  Honourable. Or- 
ier  'of  t)ie  Bathi  Priyy  .CoUiicJllor  to , his  B^itaiiick  \ Majeily,  ami 
the  ^Executive  l)ire6^ory  of!the  French  Rejjub/ic, 
who,  after  ha  ving.'exdlianged  their  refpe^ivc.  full  powers,  ,ha\re 
agreed  t^pbn  thciol|owing  articles : 

*  I.  AsTfoon  as  tlfik' Treaty  (hall  ,be  £gned  ajid  ratified,  th^re 
Ihall  be  a!h  nniverfkl  >i^d  perpetual  peace  asr  wdl  Jby  fea  as  ty 
lanyV,  ai^d  a^finceifC'and  cOxSaijt.fn^  two  coii* 

tra^lmg  parties,  antf '^leir \d.oti^&u^s,  and' territories,  anclpbb> 

■    ■    ■■■■■•  ■'•  •     '   •'   '    > 


<4  4TAt»    PAPBl^S. 

pie,  witiiout  exception  of  either  placet  or  perfpns  ;  Co  eWfte 
iigk  contradling  parties  fhall  give  the  greatefl  actendoa  to  the 
xnaintaining  between  themfelves,  and  their  faid  dominions,  ttr- 
titones  ana  people,  this  reciprocal  friendOiip  and  interconiie, 
without  permitting  here-after,  on  either  part,  any  kind  of 
Jtoftilities  to  be  committed  either  by  fea  or  by  land,  for  ixf 
caoie  or  under  any  pretence  whatfoever..  There  fiiall  be 
a  general  oblivion  and  amnefly  of  every  thing  whicli  sut 
lave  been  done  or  committed  by  either  party  towards  the  other 
before  or  fuice  the  commencepient  of  the  war ;  and  thej  ihal! 
carefully  avoid  for  the  future  every  thing  which  might  pRJt- 
dice  the  union  happily  re-eftablilhed. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratificaticms  of  tkii 
Treaty,  orders  (hall  be  fent  to  the  Annies  and  Squadrons  <^bod 
parties  to  ih>p  aU  hoftilities ;  and  for  the^execution  of  this  artkk, 
tea  pa£eft  mall  be  given  on  each  fide  to  the  fiups  difpatchcd  to 
carry  the  news  of  peace  to  thepofleffionsof  the  two  parties^ 
.  JL  The  Treaties  of  Peace  of  Nimeguen  of  1678  and  1679^  of 
^yfwiclc  of  i6^y,  and  of  Utrecht  of  171 3;  that  of  Baden  ^ 
4714  ;  that  of  the  Triple  A^Iia^Jce  of  the  Hague  of  1717;  tkt 
of  the  Quadruple  Alliance  of  London  of  1 7 1 8 ;  the  Treaty  ofPcMe 
«^ieana  of  1736 ;  The-Definkive  Treaty  of  Aix  U,Cliapdkof 
1748 ;  the  Definitive  Treaty  of  Paris  of  1763 /and  diat  of  V«- 
iailles  of  1783,  ferve  as  a  bafis  and  foundation  to  the  peace*  aai 
to  the  prefent  Treaty,  And  for  this  purj^ofe  cheyareall  rencvtd 
and  confirmed  in  the  beiS  form^  fo  that  they  are  to  be  cxifflf 
.  ^Cetv^  for  the  future  id  their  full  tenour,.  «nd  religioolljf  ei* 
^cutpd^by  both  parties  in  all  the  points  which  ihall  not  b&dm* 
gated  from  by  the  prefent  Treaty  of  Peace. 

Iltl  AH  the  prifctners  taken  on  either  fide,  as  well  by  laa^it 
By  fea,  ah^  the  hoilages  carried  away  or  given  during  cke  Wt 
^^1  be  reftdred,  without,  ranfoni,  in  fix  ^ecks  at  lateft,.  tofe 
computed  from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  dbe  ratifications  of  dtf 
prefent  Treaty. -VEach  party  refpeftively  difcharging  the  Mt 
vances  which  diall  have  been  made  for  the  fubMcnce  and  naift- 
lj:^ance  of  their  pfifonefs  in  the  country  where  tkey  (hall  h9» 
been  detained,  according  to  the  receipts,  attefled  accoonts,  .^ 
other  authentic  vouchers,  which  ihall  be  .furnifiieil  on  eack  fidp; 
and  fecuntv  fhall  be  reciprocally  given  for  the  payment  oTi^ 
debts  whicn  the  prifoners  may  hav^  contraded  tn  the  conatiicf 
where  they  may  nave  been  detained,  until  their  entire  rpjeaife 
,  IV.  With  refpefl  to  the  {rights  of  fifhery  on  the  co«jfa  ofdbe 
jQIandbf  Nevi-foundland,  and  of  (he  Illands  adjacenjt,  aBi|[j^||ir 
Cjulph  of  Saint  Laurence,  the  two  parties  fh^ll  teturnto  ^fl^fiv 
£tuatiou  in  which  they  flood  relpe£tlvely,  accordu^  if^  ^fe 
Treaties  and  Engagements  fubfifting  at  t^  pe^o<l.of  tkeoin* 
^ncement  of  the  war.  ^And  with  this  view,  his  Mij<e^^  fiMr 
fents  to  reflore  to  France^  in  full  right,'  the  iflandi  o^Sii|£At;fiiii» 
in^^Miquelon*  ^^       ' 
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V.  ^tht  feme  "pruiciple  of  the  fttte  4if  jpoffe&OB  before  the 
%ar>  11  a/jeptcA  bf  mtttiul  coafent,  with  reiped  to  jiU  other  pof*- 
feffions  and  rights  on  both  fides,  in  every  part,  of  the  world; 
iaye  only  the  exceptioas  which  are  itipiilatea  by  the  fubTequent 
ariticles  of  thii  Treaty.  And  to  this  intent,  all  pofleffions  or 
territories  wliich  have  or  may  haye  been  conquered  by  one  of 
the  parties  from  the  other  (and  not  fpedaUy  eiccepted  in  thift 
Trctety)>  fliall  be  reAored  to  the  paxty  to  whom  thi^r  belonged 
at  the  commencement  of  the  preftnt  war. 

VI.  From  this  principal  of  matad  reftitotion,  the  two  parties 
4iave  agreed  to  cicept 

which  (haM  reouin  to  his  Sritaaqjck  Majefty  in  full^SoTereignty. 
VILInali  the  cafes  of  reftitotion  Provided  by  the  prefent 
treaty,  the  fortreflesihaU  be  reftbred  in  the  fame  condition  la 
which  they  now  axe,  and  no  injiiry  ihall  be  done  to  any  works 
that  have  been  c<niliniAed  fince  the  conqaeft  of  them, 

*  Vlll.  It  is  alfo  agreed,  ^histt  in  every,  caie  of  reftitation  or 
ceftofl  provided  by  any  of  the  articles  of  tips  treaty,  the  term 
of  three  ycart  frcttn  the  date  of  the  notification  of  the  treaty,  iii 
the  rejipedive  territory  or  place  reftored  or  ceded,^afl  he  alloined 
to  pimonsof  whatever  defcription,  residing  or  being  in  the  faid 
t^rkory  or  place,  poffe^fed  of  property  therein  Bn£r  any  Htle 
esaAiag  before  the  Vair,  or  which  has  fince  devolved  to  them  by 
the  laws  then  ejdIHne:  during  whic^  term  of  three  years  they 
l9iafi  remaio'  ^d  Ttndp  aainolf  (M  in  the  exercife  of  their  re- 
ligion,' aad  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  tiieirpoflefions  andeffe£U,  npon 

*  the  CDxidi&ns  and  tines  aader  which  they  fo  acquired  the  fame* 
withoat  btlag  liable  in  nny  maimer,  or  naderany  pretence,  to 
he  projfecateaor  Ibed  for  chdr  paft  coadod^  except  as  to  the  dii^ 
€h^r|-e  of  jaft'  debte  to  iadividiials;  an4  ^at  all  thofe  who* 

<  wkhla^  the  time  of  attoaths  after  the  nodikatix^ns  of  this 

Trefity,  IhaH  dedarc  to  the  gOMrnment*  thepieftaUiflied,  their 
iiftention  t9  withdraw  themfd^ts,  or  dieir  effeAs*.  and  to  re- 
'moye  to  (bae  other  place,  Ihall  have  and  obtain  within  one 
month  after  Ach  declaration  fall  iibernr  to  depart  and  removr 
their  eflTe^,  or. to  fell  and  difpofe  of  the  fame,  whether  move- 
aide  or  iauBoveable, .  at  aa^  time  ^itm  the  faid  period  of  three 
years>  without  any  reftnunt  or.  Hindrance, ^except  on  jlccoiwic 
bf  debts  at  aay  tinle  contraAed,  or  of  any  criminal  profecotion 
•for  a^^tonefqjbfeqaent  to  the  ac^fafication  of  this  Tr^ty. 

IX.  .As  it  is  necelbry  to  appoiata  certain  period  for  the  i:efti- 

tutioQS  heyein4Mfonrli|Miiated,'  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fame  ihall 

tskke  place  in  Europe  within  (one  month),  in  Africa  and' Am^rl- 

.  ca  wfUbii^  <tbjree  ikiAaths),  and  '^  A^  within  (fix  months),  lifter 

'  the  Amficatipia  of  the-profent  treaty. 

-  Jl.  For'iMvetadafi^  tlM  revival  of  4h^  lapr  fiiits  ijrldch  havip  been 
endued  19- the  territmes  to  be  reftored  by  virtue  of  this  treaty,  jt 
is  agreed,  thji't  fjU  jadfaaeUts  ill  piivate  caaib  proboiuncei  in 
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the  hft  refort,  and  wJach  have  acquired  tfaeforce'of  iiutterr&^ 
terimnedt  (hftH  be  confirmed  and  executed  according  to  tkdr 
form  and  tenour. 

:■  XL  The:decifion  of  the  prizes  and  feizures  of  (hips  and  thar 
cargoes  taken  at  fea  or  feizcd  in  the  ports  of  either  country,  nriar 
t»  the  hoftilities*  (hall  i>e  referred  to  xhexefpeAive  Cooru  of  Joi* 
ice ;  To  that-  the  legality  of  the  faid  prizes  and  feizures  (hall  be 
decided  accoirding  to  the  la.w  of  nations,  and  to  treaties,  im  tks 
Courts  of  Juflice  ofrthe  nationVhichihall  have  made  the  capcaie, 
Ar  ordered,  the  feizures..  And  in  order,  to  prevent  allcaufetor  ana- 
plaint  and  difpute  which  may  arife  on  account  of  prizes  whick 
inay  be  made  at  iea  after  the  ftgning  of  this  treaty,  it  is  redpro* 
cally  agreed  that  the  .ve£fls  axS  fifc&»  which  may  be.t^kcn  is 
.the  firiti(h  Channel  and  in  the  Noxth  Seas,  ^er  tbe  fpace  ef 
'twelve  da.y&^  to  be  computed  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratiia> 
tions  of  this  treanr,  (hall  be  reftored  oneach  £de:  Thattheteni 
ihall  be  oiie  month  from  the  Britifh  Channel  and  the  North  Seas, 
as  far  as- the  Canary  libnds,  inclufively,  whether  in  theOccai. 
.or  in;  the  Mediterranean :  Two  months  from  the  (aid  Carnvf 
Kkiods  at  ftr  as  the  equinoftial  line  or  eqoator ;  Three  Bionths 
irom  ^lie  equator*  to  any  part  to  the  weftward  of  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope*  and  the  eaft  ward  of  Caper  M^rn  :  And^  Inftly,  fiie 
numthsin  ai>  other  parts  of  the  world,  without  any  ex^ptiunor 
^nv  more  prtitular  deftription  of  time  or  plate. 

.'XIL  The  allies  of  the  two  parties  that  is  tofay-.  Her  Mot 
Fairii^l  Majefty  aa  ally  of  His  Britaimick  Majefty,  ni^  Ifis  Ok- 
ttholick  Majelty  and  the  Jataviaa  Kepublick  a$  allies  of  tk 
French  Republick,  (hall  be  invited  by  the  two  contn£dAg  pi^ 
•tiks  to  accede  to  thii  peace  on  the  terms  and  cbnditioas  fpcciU 
'in  the  three  following  axtides  ;  the  exc^cu^bn  of  ufhich  %ht  kol 
two  contrading  pities  jeciprocally  guarantee  to  c«ck  odst 
Aeing  thereto  refpedivcly  authorized  b^  their  above  nwiitifl^ 
allils:  And  the  two  Gontrading  parses  further  agree*  thatk' 
their  aJliev  refpe^Hvely  fliaU  Aot  haya  fo  acc<ede4  within  tke  ^ace 
•of  two  months  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  tlustra- 
ty,  the  party  forefufing  to  accede,  fh^l  not  receive  firosiiB 
ally  any  aid  of  fuccour  of  any  nature  during  the  furtlier  contin- 
ance  of  the  war. 

XUi.  JKis  firitannick  MajeHy  engages  to  condnde  a  defiaiOT 
peace  with  hit  Catholick  Majefty  on  the  footing  of  the  fltte  uf 
pofl^on  before  the  war,  with  the  exception  of 

A    '       which  f}ull  remain  in  full  foverngatj  m 
His  Bribtnniofe  Majefty. 

XW.  His  Britamnck  Majefty  iti  Uke  manner  engages  to  < 
elude  a  definitive  peace  widi  the  fiatavian  Republic  oik  tlw  i 
Iboting  of  the  (bite  of  po(ie(&on  before  the- war.  with  tiie  < 
on  of  " 

which  il^ll  remain  to  His  Britannick^  Magefty  in,  fall^  lour 


rTATE    PAPBI9»  V 

ncignty,  ind  of  •  which 

ihall  be  ceded  to  ICs  Majefty  in  exchange  for 
*  Inconfideration  of  thefe  reiHtations>  -ta  be  hereby  made  by 
His  Britaanick  Majeftv,  all  property  belonging  to  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  in  the  month  of  December  I794»  aim  which  has  been 
feized  and  confifcated  fince  that  period,  ihall  be  reftored  to  him, 
or  a  full  equivalent  in  money  given  him  for  the  fam6.  And  the 
French  Republick  further  engages  to  procure  for  him,  at  the 
getieml  peace,  an  adequate  compehfation  for  the  lof^^of  his  offi- 
ces and  dignities  in  the  Unit^  Provinces;  md  the  perfons  who 
liave  been  imprifoned  or  baniihed,  or  whofe  property  has  been 
fequeftcred  or  coiififcattel  in  the  faid  Republick^  6n  account  of 
their  attachment  to  the  intcrefts  of  the  Houfe  of  Orange,  or  to 
the  forato  government  of  the  UniM  Provinces,  ihall  be  releafed^ 
and  ihall  1^  at  liberty  to  return  to  their  country,  and  to  refuie 
therein,  and  to  enjoy  their  property  there,  conforming  thein- 
felves  to  t|e  Laws  ^d  Conftitntion  there  eftabliihed. 

XV.  The  Preiich  Republic  engages  to  conaluds  a  definitive 
^eace  with  her  moil  Faithful  Majefty  on  the  iame  footing;  of 
the  ibte  of  poffeiTion  before  the  war,  and  without  any  further 
demand  or  burthenfome  condition  beings  made  on  eithier  iide* 

XVI.  All  the  ftipula^ions  contained  in  this  treaty,  refprding 
the  time  and  mann^  of  making  the  reftitutions^  therein  menti- 
loned,  and  all  the.  privileges  thereby  referved  to  ^hc  inhabitants 
or  proprietors  in  the  iflands  or  territories  i-ei^ored  or^ededy  ihall 
ippIX  in  like  tnannef  lo  the  fe^itntions  i6  be  made  by  virtue  of 
any  3f  the  three  Jafl  articles,  viz.  the  Xlf  Ith,  XlVth;  and  XVth, 

^tcept  in  thofe  iftftanices  where  the  fame  may  be^derogattd  from 
by  tie  mutual  confent  of  the  parties  concerned* 

XVIL  AUTbrtaier  treaties  of  peace  between  t^iereTpe^ive 
Darties,  to  whom  the  faid  three  articles  ]:elate,  ^and  which  fnb- 
ufted .  aiid  were  in  force  at  the  commencement  of  hoftilities 
between  them  rei^efdvel/,  (hull  be  renewed,  except  in  fuch 
inftances  only  where  the  fame  may  be  dero^ted  from  by  mutual 
confent ;  and  the  articles  of  this  treaty  ior  the  reftoration  of 
{>nfoners,.the.ceflation  6f  koftilities,  and  the  4ecif|pn  relative' to 
|>rize<  aad  felzures,  fhalf  etj^ually  apply  to  the  refpedive  parties 
to  whom  the  faid  three  articles  relate,  and  iha!l  be  held  to  be  in 
full  force  between  them,  as  foon  as  they  ihall  refpedively  and  in 
due  form  hare  acceded  to  this  treatjr. 

XVHL  All  fequeftiations  im^ed  by  any  of  the  parties 
named  in  this  treaty,,  on  the  rights,  properties,  or  debts,  of 
individuars  belonging  to  any  other  of  the  faid  parties,  ihall  be 
t^ken  off,  and  the  property  of  whatever  kinA  fltall  be  re!(ored 
in  the  fuUeil mahiier  to  the  kwFal  owner;  or  juil  comperilhtioii 
be  made  for  it:  And  all  complaints  of  injury  done  to  pi^ivate 
property;  contrary  to  the  uibal  prance  and  r dies  6f  wao  and 

d  z  all 
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•11  claims  of  private  rights  or  property'tvliidr  ^^ 

individuals  at  the  periMb  cpf  tlie  cammtiKdntiki  of  he 
reTpeftively,  between  the  laid  parties,  viz«  Qrest  Bricau  tai 
Pbrtugal  on  the  0n6  Mt,  tad  Ffaiice,  Spain,  and  HotlaiiA,  ai 
the  other;  and  whith  Oti|;hf,  ftcc6rdiiig  tathe  ufnal  pndice  ari 
laws  of  nations,  to  revive  at  the  period  of  petfee,  fimll  fae  recdr- 
ed,  heard,-  and  decidedi  in  the  refpeftive  eottrtf  of  jMBce  if 
the  different  parties ;  and  Fait  jtfHce  tkerein  iMt  he  done  hf 
tick  of  the  faid  patties  to  the  Aifhjeasr  tnd  peopIeW  tkd  acker, 
iff  the  fame  maimer  *^  to'their  tfivft  fiftbj^ds  Or  people. 
-  And  if  any  compkint  (h^\M  atife  reftie6lhrg  eke  cxtem&tm  el 
this  article,  4vhieh  cdmplainti  Mil  Mt  be  fttAe^  hf  dtmat 
agreement  bcfweeh  the  re{|)eftiVe  OtfrreTMneAt^  wiclihi  tvthv 
months  aftef  the  fame  ih^]t  hUH  bttk  ^rderml  to  cliem,  the 
fame  fhall  be  determined  hf  Mom  eom miffioners  lo  be  flpp^nttA 
im  each  fide,  trith  power  to  ^tt in  in  arbitrator  firifiiyiinhfuiir 
nation ;  and  the  decifioti  of  VS4  faid  cOdMtilffioilsra  ftofl  We  liaA* 
ing,  and  M^ithout  ap{>eal. 

XIX.  His  Britinnick  MaJ^flv  and  the  FreMh  fMj^Unk  «n 
inife  to  bl^fefve  fiticerely,  iCiid  l$kd  JUe,  tfl  the  articles  ^oattumA 
and  efiabliAied  if^  the  prefeiit  h&tty  $  atid  they  will  noi  fdfer  the 
fa^e  to  b^inf^iViged,  dir^lyor  Indiredly,  by  their  TcS^t€&n 
fnbjeas;  and  the  faid  eoiitniaing  fifues  graraitteo  to  eaKb 
bther,  gehefal!^  and  recij>f6callyi  all«the  tiptlUtioae  of  Ae 
Relent  treaty.  '      ■ 

XX.  The  folemn  rsltifcutions  of  the  pr^ftnt  maff ,  uitpMcd 
th  good  ahd  due  form,  /hall  be  exchtngM  iti  -  beMrm 
^he  contraaing  parties,  in  th€  fpji^e  of  a  mwtli^  or  fixner  if 

foiTible,  to  be  com|](ut^  ftoni  the  dky  of  t]ie  figoacsro  of  tht 
fcfent  treaty. 
In  witnefs  whereof,  ftc.  kt. 


(No.  14.  B,)  [Note  from  LbrdMilme(bary  to  OieFo 

PlenipotetititiHes.' 

TRANSLATION, 

The  Minifter  Pknipotentiary  of  Us  Britannjck  ibjefiy  Baf 
the  honor  of  pi^^fenting  to  the  MiniHers  Plenipoteiitiiry  of 
the  French  kepnblic,  in  confequence  of  the  wllH  exprefl^  faj 
them  in  the  conference  of  this  morning,  the  followmg  note ; 
Wliick  he  reopefts  them  at  the  £ime  tim^  to  coniiierf  not  ft 
9iQch  in  the  light  of  an  -official  paper  as  of  a  verbal  ai^  coiii- 
dential  communication^  and  as  a  proof  of  his  rea<liiie{a  to  £uiE* 
tftte  the  progrefs  of  the  negotiation,  by  ^viiig  theni^  on  ^ 
Tery  outfet,  all  the  ejcpjanat^oni  in  his  po^^er  On  thi  pro^t  of  Oi 
treaty  which  he  has  deliverd  to  them. 

If  as.  the.  Minifiefs  Plenipotentiary  of  ^he  Frepc&  Rep 
)ave  adored  him,  it  is  omtrary  to  tbeir  m>i  p6fiove  iiiifaro  j 


$0  enter  htd  any  cbfcufioB  nslaUTe  t^  ihe  cefton  of  thofe  iMHet* 
£ons  which  belonged  to  France  before  the  wai^  ^t  it  ^meh  to 
dwell  0n  the  Vlthaftkle:  Since  the  ebrbptnhii^fm  which  hi» 
Britannick  Majefty  .might  have  demanded  by  ihat  antcle^  iii; 
return  for  tlie  tUSxtntktm  whiih.  he  ip  dsffofed  to  make  for  t&e 
re-eftabKihm^nt  of  p^ace^  toxA,  in  confequence  of  this  declara- 
tion»  he  fought  for  in  the  ceffions  to  be  made  by  his  Catholic 
Majefty,  and  the  Bauvian  Republick, 

Lora  Malmefbury  therefore  propoferto  iniert  m  tHrethirtetfirih 
article,  after  the  word3  S/atus  ante  Bellttm,t\iK  kiiXqiifmrn  Vti^risz 
*'  With  th^  «9(ce|r^9  «f  ^1^  ^.*ifd  of  Yrinidad,  whici  Ihall 
''  remain  in  full  pofieffion  to  his  Britannick  Majefty.'' 
.  LordMataelbtoyiflid^hestS^  it  H  ttnn^effar y  Ibv lliiilf*: 
repeat  the  reafons  which  iodnee  koi|  to  ibM  upon  the  retaining 
cf  this  conqueft,  unlefs  compensation  fhoold  be  made  for  it  by 
fome  other  ceffion  which  Aall  \ii\ifitt  the  auementation  of  power 
acemiitg  ^  fu:6i^,  fik>tt  \m  afi^nMMiQsy  m  thd  Bpio^  fm  of 
St.  iDondn^o. 

With  refta?d  iik  At  Ibdffientlb  o^tiek/  liO^d  Bfsl^M^ftcHf 
propofi^s>  tMe  alle#  the  #^<b  ^ii^Ki  il^#'  /MIkhI.  IfiMittM  W 
added*  ''.  With  the  exception  of  the'  M»#n,  fbrt^  aM  ^ffl^blifilu. 
^'  ment  of  th€<ap^  of  Godd  H<^/««d  c^  iHe  f^yflefikyns  whkh 
"  belonged  to  <he  Pt^ch  before  t^  waf  sh  th«  Kland  of  Ce^^^^ 
**  tf^  of  ik6  io^  attd  fof t  of  Cochhi^  #hieh  ftfalt  be  e^ded  to 
^«  liis  Brictnmck  M^jeft^  ift  ekkahge  fite  th^  eor«r«  ^f  itig$4 
^'  ^  pttnson  and  its  di^«(ideHdie».'' 

Lord  Malmcffbtfry  repeals  to  the  Mittiyietf  Pl^^oteitkr/  tf 

the  Ffcftch  Re^uMkftF  the  afikratice  oif  his  re^diikf/l  i6  c^A^df 

.  with  then,  ifi  ^ery  ihhtg  #hkh  fdaJI  d«^A<l  tfh  iM,  16  !m^ 

the  iiegc^ation  to  i  Bappy  iffiMf;  aid  ^|S<hiefti^f  theM^  at  IM 

lame  time,  to  accept  the  affiirances  of  }ds  nigh  confideration. 

(Signed)  MALMS^tKjRY. 

IiB#,  July  g,  47^* 

(No.  If.  C.)       Mote  ftofli  ibeFrttuail^eliipoiettkiUs  t#Ldr4 
Mahnefbftry. 

Thi  Minifters  pleniootentiary  of  t^^Frenci  K^pubiic  hfytf 
received  the  note  whicli  the  Niiftifter  Pleaipoteaiiary  of  Hit 
£rit^nick  Majeftj  did  them  the  konour  of  a'ddreifingte  thdH  ytf* 
terda^r.  The  v  vidi  give  to  it»  as  ^eU  as  to  the  jMroje£l  of  a  tfoMfc 
to  which  it  relates,  the  moft  ferious  attention.  In  the  mean  mqm^ 
ikough '  they  are  not  yet  enabled  to  toaunfui^te  to  Lord 
Mftlmeftury  ^  remarks  t^  whjck  tkefe  t^yo. papers  appear  ti; 
ihem  liable,  they  thiitk  it  their  daty  to  ffQp9h  tf^  hm  a  ooaA^ 
renee  .to-qiprrow»  a^  one  o^cloak»  if  thst  hour  u  agreeabie  to 
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of  which  may  be  entered  upon  feparately,  and  irhich  may  *he 
proceeded  in  without  delay. 

Theyreoneft  LordMalmeibury  to  accept  the  afihrances  of  their 
high  €onfiaeration« 

•      (Signed)         LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGHES  B.  MAR£T. 
Lille^  21  Meffidor, .     .  -  i 

5th  year  of  the  RepubHc. 

(July  9th.  1797.)  ^ 

COLCH£N>  Sec.  Gen.  of  theLegadoo. 

(N0.16;  B.)        Notefrom  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to  Lard 

Malmefbury,  dated  Lifle. 

TRANSLATION. 

-  The  Miniders  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  AepoUick lofe 
i|o  time  in  complying  with  the  wiih  exprefled  to.uiein  Vy  tlK 
Minliler  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Briunnick  Majesty^  by  trmabrnt" 
tm^  to  him  a  note  on  the  three  points  which  were  the  fnbyed  of 
their  conference  of  this  day. 

..  I.  They  havepolttive  lorders  to  require  therennaciatio9  of  the 
t^tle  of  King  of  France  borne  by  his  Brit4nnic)c  Majesty. 
•  Lord  Malmelbary  is  requested  to  obferve  that  the  qu^sttjon  il 
soft  only  of  a  renmiciationof  the  rights  which  might  bepret^iiM 
to  be  derived  from  this  title^  but  further- an4  fonnally  of  the 
eitle  itfelf.  The  eftabli(hment  of  the  Frencih  Repnblick*  and  the 
acknowledgment  of  this  form  of  govenunent  by,  the  King  of 
England,  will  not  allow  of  his  retaining  a  titl^  wjiicji  woaU 
imply  thpoxisteiice  in  France  ^f  an  order  of  things  whicb  is«ta« 
ena.  .    . 

a.  The  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  RepubUck  are  or* 
dered  to  demand  the  restitution  of  the  vefiels  taken  or  de^asrofok 
at  Toulon. 

'  Gi'eat  Britain  haa  pnblickly  and'fbnnally  declared  Jthae.  thde  - 
vefiels  were  taken  in  trust  for  the  lUng.of  France.  This  tmst  is 
facred.  It  incontestably  belongs  to  the-  Republick,-  wiiich  ez^ 
#rcifes  the  rights  and  the  fovereignty  that  -Great .Britain  ^ttp- 
Buted  to  Louis  XVII.  at  the  period  of  the  caprture  of  Tbiiltm. 
His  BritannickMi^esty  cannot,  therefore,  in-a^cnOwled^ae  tke 
French  Republick,  deny  its  ri^ht  to  the  restitution  rei|uired»  or 
refufe  either  to  make  the  restitution,  or  to  offer  an  eqarvalest 
for  it.  - 

;  3.  The  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  have  orders  to  d^mwi^ 
ttiid  do  demand,  the  renunaati^n,  on  the  part  .of  bis  firiltenii% 
Majesty,  of  the  mortgage  on  Belgium. 

^  That  country  was  mortgaged'  for  the  loans  made .  by  f|ie  1B»( 
peror  in  England.    ]i  has  becomoan  integral  past  of  the  FteoKik 

HefHiUkk. 
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^epublick,  Und  cannot  rcnudn  l>urtJienc4  with  fucl^.  a.  mor^ 
gagf-.       .        .  ... 

The  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Rcpublkk  re* 

Sutsi  LordMalmefbury  tQ  accept  theaifarance  of  their  high  cq»* 
deration.  ' 

(Signed)         LE  TOURNEUR. 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGHES  B.  MAKET. 
Lille,  22  Mcffidor, 
5  th  year  of  the  Republick* 
(July  10,  1797.) 

C0LCHEN>  Sec.  Qen.  of  the  LegatignJ 

(No.  17.)      Extraa  of  a  difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord 
Malmelbury ,  dated  Downing  ftrcet ,  July  1 3*  1 797. 

With  refped;  to  the  demands  contained  in  the  note  trani^ 
mitted  to  your  lordfhip  by  the  ^  French  Miniftcrs,  they 
have  been  naturally  received  here  with  great  forprize.  On  the 
Tuhjed  of  the  Netherlands  as  connefied  with  the  Aaftrian  loans^ 
It  is  conceived  that  any  explanation  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
Flinch  government  is  wholly  unneceflary.  The  loans  raifed  uk 
England  for  the  fervice  of- the  Emperor  of  Germany/ and 
guaranteed  by  Ad  6f  Parliament  here,  reft,  as  your  Lordihip 
willperceive,  bv  the  annexed  copy  of  the  convention  on  that 
fubjcfd,  tfpon  the  fecurity  of  all  the  revenues  of  all  the  here^ 
iitary  dominions  of  hislmpmal  Majeft^.  The)r  do  not  feem  in 
tny  manner  to  come  under  the  defcription  contained  in  the  iixth 
irticle  of  the  preliminaries  between  Auftria  and  Prance,  re^ 
rpeding  nlortgages  upon  the  ^oil  of  the  Netherlands,  on 
ivhich  ground  alone  France  could  have  any  pretence  to  interfere 
in  the  odiiaers.  Nor  is  this  fubj^  one  which  appears  to  be  in 
my  maunerafit  point  of  difcuffion  between  his  Majefty  and  the 
[UpuUick  !'  the  King  neither  forms  nor  has  any  intention  of 
rorming  any  demand  on  the  Prenth  government  for  the  payment 
^f  any  part  either  of  the  intereft  or  capital  of  thofe  loans.  It^ 
IS  to  the  Emperor  alone  that  his  Majefty  looks  for  the  perfor* 
(nance  of  his  .Imperial  Majefty 's  engagements  to  him,  and  it  k 
ipon  the  Attftriah  goyemment,.  and  upon  its  revenues,  that 
4kdividttals.  concerned  in  -thofe  loans ,  have  claims  of  private 
•iglit,  and  means  of  pergonal  demand -fecured  to  them  oy  the 
i^onvention.      '  •  ^  , 

Ott  the  other  two  points  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the  obferva* 
ions  which  yonr  Icffdihip  has  already  made  upon  them :  And 
jire  can  therefore  only  wait,  with  impatience  for  the  anfwer  ta 
:he  Projet  delivered  by  your  Iprdfhip,  which  -will  enable  us  to 
'orm  a  judgement  on  the  intenticms.  of  the  goverdmenv  witk 
p^hom  we  are  dpeating.  ;        .  \ 

Ri^ht  Honourable  tofdMalmdBary. 
•     ^  X  (No.i«,) 


0if»^  iS.)     .    latraft  of  a  iifiMtcJi  from  t^ri  Malnelbiiiy  w 
Lord  Grenvillefj  dated  Lific,  i6th  Jul/  1797. 

It  w^  at  t)ie  exprds  invita^on  of  the  French  P)a^p<He&dariir  J 
^Aat  I  met  thezn  on  Thurfday  -the  ijtk  inflant;  mt  ^  them 
ftated  their  ouxtir^  for  wi/hjfi^  to  con^  w^th  me,  not  to  be  ia 
coQj^eg^^cf  of  ^nv  ^vf^tK  tpty  had  rec«rcd  from  Paris  on  the 
fiibjee^  jof  jdie  /V^t/,  yrUfAi  k^  obferved  coold  not  be  expeAcd 
fo fooR» but  torerodie the  diibuffion  on  the  vticLci w^c]^  be  had 
«bjeded  to  on  my  firft  reading  the  Pxojh,  ^d  pa  which  HkfJ 
conceived  it  was  poilible  and  even  expedlient  19  afne  before  ve 
entered  9n  t^  more  impo^taj|^  br^ififjb^s  of  the  negotiation.  It 
•Wft5  aiticie  If.  that  he  referred  to.     He  objqded  to  the  reneval 

C^  tmm  ^ffm  JWAtioncdifrpjp  ^aijOM  feaffos  j  M, 
t  nw^7.a«4#y^iW#?^  V«?^  ¥?l«fr*nt  to  that  wr 
jf  ere  now  neeotij^iA^  ;  fecondly,  thit  A^v  yir^rc  in  cpntra^ic- 
tiq^  to  ri^  nAV'<>')4^''  .9p  ^H]^^  eftablimed  injhrajnc^  9S 
feem  .\o  imply  an  adcnoMdjedeem^nt  chat  §  ggriigift  or  tbe 
authprity  ]|^  feii  exifttB^f  ^rAy,  that  t^/ nijig^  tie  A' 

t9  a|>j^y  tbi^ijjjp^vi^nons  and.fl^  ui^dir^* cotncra ^„ 

Dp  Aeir  f  tefejnt  ^V^i  of  foycVnmc^  aii^  Ke*  QuotecT  the  coa- 
^endon.  of  piiifz  ip  birdsEjilar^^  \jt^  was'an^ut  to  iSfy  lo  hni» 
anti  1  >tr^ft  in  a  wa^  tha  tw/ou^idi  h^e  ^i^e  J^yftym  stpprAet- 
"io^s  on  dbi?  poiiQt;^  ^yW^^  mflibtr  ^  them  ^eipsimi  {>]r^a7ia|, 
that  their ^nccrc'  and  orily  4^^  T^?  ?jly^r  ^^  .^^^  ^^ 


Mw  e;;itering  qpqtt|nigiij  bcA  fir^uned^  as  tofecjfir? jidnqnaiily 
-fbe  objeft  for  \mch  it  was  intfn^^ ;  thkt  no  article  Sdy  i» 
.  "produce  t^.  end  ;a^l^t  be  CMgugted^  i?j?'aAy  doabt^  one  ia- 
terte^  ^  but  tiia^  tive  wholf/iis  wdil  wttfiV^ard;^6 1^^  ta 

the  future,  mj^t  be  fp  cleariy^d  Afeqffly^^ 
ipom  for  cavirmjypjt  be  id^.    T^  jhe  al^pi^^  iii  tjie  fapp 
«f-^^isC^i^^i^e2u  was  ad  ^that  wa^m^t'^y  th^  ^^j^^Qion  ta 
ieene^  fo  ^any  Itrfauesin  whjch  /ucb  vsuiou^ /in^enqjts 


Mendedy.  |^d*^o  m^ny  poinu  d^jpm^  /?^^  J^<^J^,  pjrelcvc 
^ment. ;  r^kcir  n^jie^^xhi^^     a*  Iiijm^  andjfjthbnt  i^nga- 


▼lev  a\(d  on  t^is  Dri^ciple  folely  th^t  the  renewal  of  thc(: 
iireatifs  wa^  Mpofed'bjy  iiis  Majej|(y ;  and  !t^at  if  he  jtcaUdBboi 
*izs  he  gndooptediy  did)-tJhe  dflferent  wars^wbich  wer^  frf^rtmij^ffJ 
by  tJtiefe  treaties,  and  the  ^any  iipportant  reeulations  ^pnlated 
'  "  v,l»r,  ritein,  be  irould'  a<Lnit  ^t  the  ailo^iying^ chefn. ^ jretesin ^ 
^eir  fu^  force  ^as  fiim4y  %a  acknawied^emeht  of  fi^  tenM 
^whipt^alfl^gi^all  thru>verdg;nS  of  Euroj]^,  ^n^  I^F^^'^'Ciq 
jAe^PtencJi  RepubHck^  hald  t£eir  dominions  up  4^  tfiis  «mu. 
^hattheife^ treaties  were  borome  the.  law  cyf  'na€io«s«  t^^  ^^ 
iafiiute  confafion  would  r^tviif  frpw  fiif}f  f^  J^^^^  Jfjif^^^,    ^ 


'  He  replied,  dialt  our  objefl  wat  evidentlf  tKe  fame,  that  we 

tnly  dtfeped  «s  to  the  muiner.     I  thought  the  renewing  thefie 

treaties  im  tote  would  the  beft  contribute  to  it ;  while  they  weie 

indined  to  thiiik»  that  extradUag  from  thbm  every  thin^  which 

immediately  related  to  the  intereib  of  the  two  countries,  and 

euting  it  in  one.  article,  was  more  likely  to  attain  this  defirable 

objed.     Tbe  French  Minijier  again  repeated,  that  their  first  wifli 

vas,  that  the  treaty  we  were  now  making,  ihould  be  dear, 

distinA,  folidr  and  lasting,  and  fuch  a  one  as  could  not,  at  any 

fature  period,  be  broken  through  without  a  manifest  violation 

of  good  faith.     And  I  again  repeated,  that  nothing  could  be  fo 

confonaat  to  my  orders,  or  the  intentions  of  my  Royal  Master. 

One  ^f  the  French  Pknifetentietriei  was  difpofed  to  dwell  on  his 

objedions,  which  Were,  that  thefe  *treaties  were  fiened  when 

France  was  a  monarchy,  and  that  any  retrofpe^l  to  thofe  times 

implied  a  fort  of  cenfure  on  their  prefent  form  of  goveitiment ; 

but  this  was  arguing  on  fuch'Weak  ground,  and  fo  incapable  of 

lieing  feriottfly  maintained,  that  I,  to  ^void  fuperftuous  con- 

tradidion,  was  very  willing  to  let  it  pafs  unnoticed.      After  a 

good  deal  of  very  conciliatory,  and  even  amicable  difcuflion,  in 

m'hich,  however,  neither  party  gave  much  way  to  the  other^  \t 

was  proposed  by  thorn  that  we  fbould  return  home,  to  meet  again 

«s  foon  as  convenient  after  an  attentive  and  deliberate  perufal  of  ^ 

theTe  treatiest  in  order  to  state  refpe^vely  our  ideas  on  this 

fubjed.    I  obferved,  that  although  I  was  po-fed^  prepared  to 

<do  it  at  the  momenl:,  and  felt  almost  bold  enough  to  afirm,  that 

no  meafhre  could  be  devifed  \vhich  would  fo  completely  meet 

our  intentions  as  an  unreferved  renewal. of  the  tr^ties  tliey 

liefitated  about,  yet  I  was  very  willing  to  acqniefce  in  their 

propofai,  with  this  *&nple  obfervation,  that  it  any  delay  aroie 

fromit,  foch  delay  was  impotable  to  them,  and  not  to  me.    My 

words  were,  "  Jene  me  rends  pas  refponfable   des  lon^oeur» 

^  dana  iefqodles  cette  jdifcuifion   pouirait  nous    entrainer.'* 

^Jlk  French  iOm/er^t  2xi!bfa.'wts,    **  Si  dea  longueurs  fervent  ik' 

**  determiner   des   -objets  ^i  pourraient  donner    lieu  a    des 

^'  querellesi  i'avenir,  cefera  dn  terns  .bien  employe.''    It  was 

Aot  my  wiih  to  contest  this  ailertion,  and  our  conference  ended 

with  it.  ' 

(No. .  I  ^}  ExtraA  of  a  difpatch  from  Lord  Malmeibury .  to 

Lord  Grenviile*  dated  Lifle,  July  i6>  1797. 
.  My  Lord,     .  .     •       /        ""^ 

YtsTiftDAY  at  the  moment  I  was,  preparing  to  attend  the 
conference,  in  which  we  were  to  eater  mto  fuller  difcnffiofis  oa 
t\it  Ji^gated  fubjed  of  the  renewal  of  the  treaties  mentioned  in 
^e.  fecond  article  of  the  Projet,  I  received  from  the  French 
JLegation  the  endofed  paper  (A)«    In  about  an  hour  I  returned 

AfFBN.  Vol.  u  1797*  e  thJ^ 
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the  enclofed  anfwer  (B),  to  \yhich  I  received  the  enclofcd  rtply 
(C) ;  and  I  am  this  moment  come^  from  the  confercxice  whidi  k» 
taken  place  in  confequence  of  it.         . 

I  began  by  faying,  that  I  had  iblicited  this  interview  fym 
the  faipe  motive  which  would  adtiuan^  every  part  of  my  condoft; 
that  I  wiihed  to  make  my  report  not  only  corrcd  but  concilia' 
'tory  as  far  as  depended  on  me,  and  I  now  was  come  in  order,  k' 
pof^le,  to  obtain  from  them  fnth  comments  and  explanatipBi 
on  the  note  they  fent  to  me  yefterdav,  as  would  enable  me,  vha 
I  tranfmitted  it  to  my  court,  to  fecure-  the  negotiation  fna 
being  interrupted^  perhaps  abruptly  ternlnated,<bv  the  pem^ 
'€>f  it.  If  I  underftood  it  right,  it  meant  that  tke  Diiedvy 
requires  as  a  Jvte  qua  non  Preiiminary,  that  every  thing  the  Kii^ 
has  conquered  frorft  all  and  each  of  his  enemies  fhould  be  le- 
fiored,  and  that  till  this  refh>ratioR  was  conieoted  to,  die  ]ieg6> 
.  tiation  was  not  even  to  begin.  I  faid,  if  I  was  corrcft  in  di 
ilatement,  and  the  plain  fenfe  of  the  declaration  would  bear  n 
other  interpretaticMi,  I  muil  add  that  it  would  not  only  nol 
certainly  prevent  the  treaty  fr^m  beginning,  but  would  kait 
no  room  for  treating  at  all,  fince  it  deprived  his  Majefty  ef 
tvcry  means  of  negotiation ;  for  I  could  not  fuppofe  that  it  was 
in  their  thoughts  to  intimate  that  the  principle  of  the  treaty,  is 
far  ^9  it  reflated  to  his  Majefty,  was  to  be  one  of  all  ceffion  ai^ 
no  compenfation,  and  yet  that  was  precisely  the  pofition  in  wind 
'  his  Majefty  was  placed  by  their  note. 

One  of  the  French  Plenifotentiaries,  who  had  let  me  ptrocefld 
rather  rclu<ftantly',  here  ftopt  me,  and  faid,  that  he  and  his  cal- 
leagues  were  e;tcecdingly  happy  that  I  had  exprefied-a  wi&i» 
fee  them  before  I  difpatched  my  meflcnger ;  that  they  wifiied  it 
afTureme,  that  they  had  thoughtit  dealing  fairly  asd  hocoarilih 
Co  ilate  what  they  Kad  received  from  the  Direftory  inr  the  veiv 
nords  in  which  it  came  to  them ;  that  thev  {ktmLd  ba  forryif 
the  declaration  they  had  bee  n  dire^ed  to  make  me,  flioiild  be  of 
a  nature  to  interrupt,  much  lefs  to  break  oiF,  the  negodatiflB« 
thutit  was  the  fincere  wifh  of  the  Di?e£^dry  that  the  negow 
tion  Ihoqld  prM^eed  and  end  fu-ccefsfsUy ;  and  that,  iar  ^fOi^ 
flvtf^ti.ig  the  door 'to  furfhcr  difcaflions,  they  .wej:«  .pcifcfilf 
ready  to  hear  any  propofals  we  had  to  make,  and  only  wiihei 
that  thefe  propofals  fhould  be,  if  poUible,  fuch  as  were  cos- 
catible  with  their  mofl  facred  engagements.  I  repeated  what  I 
had  faid^^that  no  door  was  left  open  if  his  Majefty  was  in  £jhb4 
to  reilore  every  thing ;  and  that  a  peace  on  thefe  conditi0cas  woolf 
hot  he  heard  of  by  the  country.  I  obferVed,  that  imim  daafilf 
on  leaving  them,  I  fhould  difpatf:h  »  meiFenger;  but  wrhardpi 
inefl<!nger  carried  would  mod  materiallv  afFcd  the  progt«6*iM 
jii'ue  of  the  negotiation  ;  I  therefore  deiired  to  know  wjac^il 
isx  Goufequcnce  of  what  I  had  heard  froia  them«  I  raiglu  c«ariii| 

* 
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die  ftriA  and  literal  meaning  of  the  declaration  not  to  be  a 
decided  negative  (which  it  certainly  fcemed  to;  imply.)  on  all 
compenfation  whatever  to  he  "made  to  Yofi  Majefty,  but  that 
prqpofals  tending  to  this  effed  would, ftill  be  liilencd  to.  One 
tf  tbitn  anfwered,  "  certainly,  and  if  they  (hould  be  found  fuch 
**  as  it  will  be  impoflibl^  for  us  to  admit»  we  will  on  our  fide 
"  bring  forward  others  for  your  court  to  deliberate  on."  Under 
this  affurance,  which  at  leaft,  to  a  certain  d^rce,  qualijes  the 
declaration  of  ycftcrday,  I. broke  up  the  conference. 

(No.  zo.  A.)  No^e  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 

Lord  Malmclbury. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  Miniftccs  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republlck  have 
tranfmitted  to  their  Government  the  Projeft  of  the  Treaty,  and 
the  note  relating  thereto,  which  were  delivered  to  them  the  aoth 
of  thk  month,  by  the  Minilter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bntannick 
Majefty. 

They  have  juft  received  frefli  communication^  and  orders, 
wliich  require  that  they  fnould  make  the  following  declaration 
to  Lord  Malmelbury. 

There  exifts  in  the  public  and  fccret  Treaties,  by  which  the 
French  Republick  is  bound  to  its  Allies,  Spain  and  the  Baiavian 
Repnblick,  articles  by  which  the  three  powers  refpcftively  gua- 
rantee the  territories  pofTefTed  by  each  of  them  befotc  x^c 
war. 

The  French  Government,  unable  to  detach  itfelf  from  .the 
engagements  which  it  has  contracted  by  thefe  Treaties,  efta* 
bli^hes  as  an  indiipenfable  preliminaiy  of  the  negociation  for  the 
peade  with  England,  the  confent  of  his  Britannick  Majedy  to 
the  reititution  of  all  the  pofTeflions  which  he  occupies,  not  only 
from  the  French  Republick,  but  further  and  formally  of  thpfe 
of  Spain  and  the  Batavian  Aepublick. 

In  confequence,  the  underfigned  Miniftecs  Plenipotejitiary 
requcft  Lord  Malnve(l?ury  to  explain  himfelf  with  regard  to  this 
reftitution,  and  to  confent  to  it,  if  he  is  fufficiently  authorized 
to  do  fo ;  if  not,  and  in  the  contrary  cafe,  to  fend  a  meflcnger 
to.his  Court,  in  order  to  procure  the  neceflarypower*.  •     .     ' 

The  bbje£l  of  the  conference  which  was  to  have  taken  place 
to  day  being  neceffarily  delayed  bj^  the  purport  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Declaration,  the  Mimfters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Republic  have  to  exprefs  to  Lord  Malmelbury  the  regret  that 
they  feel  in  lofmg  this  opportunity  of  converfing  together,  which 
they  had  themfelves  folicited  : — But  in  ca/e  Lord  Malmelbury 
ihould  have  any  communication  to  make  to  them,  they  beg  him 
to  believe  that  they  will  always  be  happy  to  receive  him,  and  to 
ii^e&to  him,  whenever  he  may  think  proper. 

•  »  They 
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They  requeft  him,  at  the  fame  time,  .to  accent  anew  tltf  ifc 
fnmices  of  their  high  confideratioii.  _ 

/Signed)         LE  TOURNl5U»* 

PLEVILLE  LE  PBLLBY, 
HUGHES  B.  hkARET. 
Lille,  27Meffidor, 
$th  year  of  the  Republick. 
(July  15,  1797.) 

. .  COLCHEN,  Sec.  Oen.  of  riw  LcgmtieB. 

(No,  ai.  BO  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to  tkc  Frenck 

Plenipotentiaries. 

TRANSLATION, 

The  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majeftj  hai 
given  the  xdoft  ferious  attention  to  the  note  dated  (this  momiaf, 
which  he  has  received  from  the  MiniHers  Plenipote&tuu|r  of  tk 
French  Republick. 

He  has  no  hefitation  in  declaring  to  them,  that  his  inftrac* 
tions  by  no  means  authorize  to  admits  as  a  preliminary  priad- 
pie,  that  which  their  declaration  feems  intended  to  eftabli& ; 
Neverthelefs,  being  perfuaded  that  it  i^hi;  firil  datv  not  to  giit 
up  the  hopes  of  conciliation  until  he  (hall  have  esihaaftedeToy 
means  of  obtaining  it,  and  being  anxious  to  avoid,  in  the  repttt 
which  he  (hall  have  to  make  to  nis  Court,  the  poflibility  of  mtf' 
imderftanding  on  a  fubjedl  of  fuch  importance,  he  propofo  l» 
them  a  conference  for  to-morrow,  at  the  hour  moft  coDYcnseac 
to  them,  after,  which  it  is  his  intention  to  difp^ich  c  meflri^ 
to  his  Court. 

He  requefts  the  Miniflers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Freack  R^ 
publick  to  accept  the  aflUrances  of  his  high  coniideracion. 

(Signed)  MALMESBU&Y, 

Lille,  I  Jth  July  1797. 

(No.  22.  C.)        Note  from  theFroichPlenipoteiitiarks  to  Lad 
lii^lmeibury. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repoblick  lofe 
BO  time  in  acceding  to  the  defire  exprefied  by  the  Miniftcr  Pk^ 
nipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majefty,  of  coaferrii^  wjtk 
them  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  note,  which  thiey  addrcflU  to  hia  dai 
day. 

They  have  in  confequence  the  honour  of  propofing  to  him  is 
meet  to>morrow  morning  at  eleven  o'clock^  a^  the  uAud  plaee 
of  conference, 

Th« 
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Thay  vequdl  him  to  •accept  the  affuxanccs  of  their  Wgh  com- 
ftdeiadoii* 

•  (Signed)         LE  TOURNEUR4 

PLEVILLE  LE  PELLEY. 
HUGHES  B.  MARET. 
Lille,  27  Meflidor,  ^ 
5tbycar  of  the  Republic^ 
,  one  ani  indiviiiole.  ^ 

"'   (Jnly  15-  ^797') 

COLCHEN,  SecGen.  ofthcLegatwipi* 

(No.  23#)  Copy  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Grcnvillc  u» 

Lord  Malmefbury>  dated  DowniAg-Strcet« 
Julyzo,  1797. 

,  My  Lord,     ' 

YoVR  Lordfliip^s  Difpatches  by  the  mcffcnger  Dreflins,  were 
received  here  on  the  17th  inftant,  at  night,  aid  I  loft  no  time  ill 
receiving  his  Majcfty's  commands  on  the  very  important  fubjcft 
of  your  letter,  No.  9.  .        ^ 

I  am  much  concerned  to  be  under  the  neceility  of  remarkingy 
that  the  claim  brought  forward  in  the  note  tranfmittcd  to  your  - 
]Lordlhip  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  is  in  itfelf  fo  extras 
vagaht>  and  fo  little  to  be  reconciled  either  from  the  former 
profeffions  of  thofe  Minifters,  or  with  their  condudl  in  the  pre- 
vious images  of  the  negociation,  that  it  affords  the  ftrongeft  pre* 
fumption  of  a  determination  to  preclnde  all  means  ofaccommo^ 
dation.  If  fuch  is  really  the  determination  of  the  DircAory, 
nothing  can  remain  for  this  country,  but  to  perfevcre  in  oppo* 
iing,  with  an  energy  and  fpirit  proportioned  to  the^exigency,  a 
fyftem  which  muft  tend  to  perpetuate*  a  ftate  of  war  and  civil 
tumult  in  every  part  of  Europe. 

The  natural  ftep  upon  the  prefent  occafion  would  therefore 
Have  been  to  direfl  your  Lord&ip  to  terminate  at  once  a  nego^' 
ciation,  which,  on  the  footing  now  propofed  by  the  enemy, 
affords  neither  the  hope  nor  the  means  of  any  favourable  conclu* 
fion.  Nothing  being  left  for  Treaty,  where,  as  a  preliminary 
ffep,  one  party  is  required  to  concede  every  thing,  and  all  com- 
penfation  from  the  other  is  abfolutely  and  at  once  precluded. 
bis  JMajefty's  fervants  have,  however,  obferved,  that  in  the 
concluiion  of  your  Lordihip's  conference  with  the  French  Pic* 
nipotentiaries  on  the  fubjed  of  the  note  in  queflion,  the  Prefi* 
dent  of  that  Miffion  informed  your  Lordfhip,  that  it  was  not  in* 
tended  to  refill  all  compenfation  for  the  immenfe  extent  of  ref- 
titndoh  demanded  from  his  Majefly,  and  for  the  other  obvipua 
circumftances  of  difad vantage  to  t'lis  country  in  the  fituation  of 
JSnrope,  as  refulting  from  the  war ;  and  even  added,  that  he 
•od  his  colleagues  would  eventually  bring  forward  propofalsoh 
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f  his  head  for  the  delibcratipn  of  the  King's  Goveuiment.  If 
appeared  polTible  that  fome  advantage  might  perhaps  arife  to 
the  great  objed  of  peace,  from  eroanding  on  this  declaration 
a  fiirther  proceeding,  fuch  as  migAt  afford  to  the  Diredory  (if 
fhey  were  (6  difpofed)  the  means  of  replacing  the  negociatioQ 
on  a  more  prafticable  footing.  With  the  view  therefore  of 
leaving  nothing  untried  which  can  contribute  to  reftorc  peace 
on  any  fuitable  terms,  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  dxredlthar 
your  Lordfliip  fliOuld  for  that  purpofe  aik  another  confereace 
iHrith  the  French  Plenipotentiaries.  In  this  conference  jroor 
Lordfhip  will  remark  in  fuch  terms  as  the  occafion  muft  natn^ 
Tally  fuggefl  to  you  upon  the  indcfenfible  fpirit  and  tendency 
of  the  demand  now  made  hv  France.  You  will  oblerre  that 
France,  treating  in  conjurdion  with  her  Allies,  and,  in  th^ 
fkame,  cannot  with  any  pretence  of  juftnefs  and  fairneG,;  oppofe 
lier  Treaties  with  them  as  an  obftacle  in  the  way  of  any  reafon- 
•ble  propofal  of  peace  in  wh'ch  they  are  to  be  included.  In  i 
leparate  negociation,  to  which  they  uere  not  parties^  (uch  i 
plea  might,  perhaps,  have  been  urged;  but  in  that  caie  France 
l¥Ould  have  been  bound  to  offer,  fro  n  her  own  means,  thsr 
jDompenfation  which  fhe  did  not  think  herfelf  at  liberty  to  ca- 

{age  to  obtain  from  her  Allies.  And  fuch  waj,  in  fz€k,  as  yoer 
Ordfhip  muft  remember,  the  principle  on  which  his  Majc^ 
offered  to  treat  laft  year,  when  he  was  really  bound,  by  en- 
gagements to  Auftria,  fimilar  to  thofe  which  are  now  alledged 
by  France^  But  it  never  can  be  allowed  that  France,  Spais. 
and  Holland,  negociating  jointly  for  a  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, can  fct  ujp,  as  a  bar  to  our  juft  demands,  the  Treatio 
between  themfclves,  from  which  they  are  at  once  able  to  i»- 
leafe  each  other  whenever  they  think  fit. 

■  You  will  further  remark,  that  even  if,  contrary  to  all  reafoa, 
fuch  a  principle  could  for  a  moment  have  been  admitted  on  oar 
part,  flill  even  that  principle,  inadmiffible  as  it  is,  coald  onlj 
apply  to  public  Treaties,  known  to  thofe  who  agreed  to  be  go- 
verned by  them,  and  not  to  fecret  articles,  unknown  even  ta 
the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  or  concealed  by  one  of  them  froai 
the  knowledge  of  the  others. 

You  will  add  in  explicit,  though  not  offenfive  terms,  that  the 
whole  of  this  pretence  now  fct  up  by  France  is  inconteiUUj 
frivolous  and  ill ufory  ;  being  grounded  on  n  Ajppnfipon  of  a 
ftate  of  things  diredlly  contrary  to  that  which  is  known  really 
to  exift.  It  being  perfeftly  notorious  that  both  Spaip  and  Hol- 
land, fo  far  from  wifhing  to  continue  the  war,  were  compelM 
by  France  to  engage  in  it,  greatly  againft  their  own  wiihcs; 
and  to  undertake,  without  the  means  of  fupporting  it,  a  contdl 
in  which  they  had  nothing  to  gain,  and  every  thing  to  Ipfe.  it 
never  therefore  can  be  allowed  to  be  a  question  of  any  poffiblt 
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clonbt,  but  (hat  the  Dirfeftory,  if  they  reallv  wifh  it,  masi  al- 
ready have  obtained^  or  could  at  any  moment  obtain,  the  coa** 
fent  of  thofe  powers  to  fuch  terms  of  peace  as  have  been  propofed 
by  his  Majefty.  If.  however,  France,  from  any  motive  of  iatereft 
or  engagement,  is  in  truth  defirous  to  procure  for  them  the  teSor* 
tution  of  the  pofleflions  w  hich  they  were  unable  to  defend,  and  havt^ 
no  means  ta  reconquer,  the  projedt  delivered  by  your  Lordfhip  s^ 
fording  an  opening  for  this;  thofe. articles  have  been  fo  drawi| 
as  to  leave  it  to  France  to  provide  a  compenfacion  ta  his  Ma« 
jefty,  either  out  of  her  own  colonies,  or  out  of  thofe  of  her 
Allies,  refpedlively  conquered  l^y  his  Majef(y'&  arms*.  Th# 
thoice  between  thefe  alternatives  may  be  left  to  the  Diredory^ 
but  to  refufe  both,  is  in  other  words,  to  refufe  all  coinpenfatioE« 
This  is  neverthelefs  exprefsly  declared  not  to  be  the  intention 
of  thofe  with  whom  you  treat.     It  is  therefore, neceifairy  that 

jour  Lordfhip  (bould  demand  from  them  a  ftatem^nt  of  the  pro- 
pofals  which,  as  they  informed  you,  they  have  to  make,  in 

•  order  to  do  away  this  apparent  contradi^on,  which  the  King^s 
fervarits  are*  wholly  unable  to  reconcile  by  any  fuggcftion  of 
theirs,  even  if  it  were  fitting  and  reafonable  for  them  to  bring 

,  forward  any  new  propofals  immediately  after  the  detailed  projeft 

,\%hich  was  delivered  on  the  part  of  this  country  at  the  outfet  of 
the  negociation. 

Since  that  projefl  is  not  acceded  to,  -we  have  evidently,  and 

.  on  every  ground>  a  right  to  expefb  a  counter  projeA,  equally 
full  and  explicit  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  You  will  therefore 
flate  to  the  Fi-ench  Mmiilers  diflindly,  that  the  only  hope  of 
bringing  this  bufinefs  to  a  favourable  conduiion,  is  by  th^ic 
ftating  at  once  plainly,  and  without  rcferve,  the  whole  of  what, 
they  have  to  a/k,  inftead  of  bringing  forward  feparate  points  one; 
after  the  other,  not  only  contrary  to  the  avowed  principle  of 

'the  negociation  propofed  by  themfelves,  but,  as  it  appears^ 
even  contrary  to  the  expedation  of  the  Minillers  themfelves  who 
are  employed  on  the  part  of  France.  There  can  be  no  pretence 
for  re  full  ng  a  compliance  with  this  demand,  if  the  Plenipoten- 
tiaries of  France  are  diipofed  -to  forward  the  object  of  peace : 
And  the  obtaining  fuch  a  ftatement  from  them  is,  as  I  have 
before  ftated  to  your  Lordihip,  a  point  of  fo  much  importances 
in  any  courfe  which  this  negociation  may  take,  that  it  is  the 

'King's  plcafurc  that  your  Lord/hip  ihould  ufe  every  poffible  en- 
deavour to  prevent' their  eluding  fo  juft  a  demand. 

After  what  has  paffed,,  it  is,  I  fear,  very  doubtful  whethtipr 
fuch  a  counter  projed  would  be  framed  on  principles  fuch  as 
could  be  admitted  here;  but  it  would  at  all  events'  place  the 
kufmeA  on  its  re^l  iiTue,  and  bring  difiin&ly  into  qneftion  the  (c-k 

rcral 
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Ten!  points  on  which  the  conclufion  pf  peace,  or  ike  pr6to<|> 
tioB  cif  wuTj  will  reaUy  depesd*  "^ 

Tarn,  &c. 

(Signed)  GRENVnXEL 

night  Honoara^le  Lord  Malmeiburf . 

X^i^o.  24.)         Copy  of  a  dlfpatch  from  Lord  GreBville  to  Loid 

MaUneflnur/^  dated  Dowfiio^Stceet,  Jalyao, 

My  Lord, . 

TjURE  are  two  feparate  jioiAts  On  which  it  is  HeceiGuy  fir 
'    me.  to  fay  a  few  woscb  to  your  Lordlfaip,  in  addition  to  the  ia- 
firuflions  in  my  other  dlfpatch^  on  the  general  fubjed  of  the 
*     negociation. 

The  firft  relates  t<y  the  aflcrtiofn  of  one  of  the  French  Miniilers, 
that  the  Portugueze  Ships  and  troops  were  at  Toulon.  The 
fad  ii  very  immaterial  as  to  any  conclnfion  that  coold  be  drava 
from  it,,  to  afFed  the  fituation  or  the  juft  claims  of  the  Court  ef 
Li^on  ;  becaufe  your  Lordlhip  well  knows,  that  it  is  a.  principk 
tiniverrally  recognized  in  the  p^xbltck  law  of  Enrope,  that  wka 
one  of  the  parties,  in  a  defenfive  alliance,  fbrnifhes  to  his  Ally 
the  ftipulated  fuccours,  thofe  fuocours  remain  entirely  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  requiring  party  to  be  employed  whereTcr  he 
fliall  judge  proper,  fubjerf  only  to  the  limitations  of  the  Treaw 
which  before  exided;  andif^the  amonnt  of  thofe  ifticcoiizs  » 
not  encreafed  beyond  that  engaged  for*  nor  the  means  of  ofii^ 
them  extended  by  new  fadlities,  the  ^rty  fnrnifhing  the  dtp** 
lated  afliftance  is  not  underftood  to  violate  the  laws  of  aeatn* 
lity.  '  .  :      -  * 

But  the  fadl*  in  this  cafe,  would  not  bear  out  the  alfotioo, 
even  if  the  argument  to  be  drawn  from  it  were  more  coQcli]fivt» 
The  troops  of  her  moft  faithful  Majefty  having  been,  as  I  ap- 
prehend, no  otherwife  employed  than  in  the  two  campa^ss 
carried  on  by  land>  upon  the  Southern  part  of  the  fronaersof 
France  and  ^pain.  *  .     ^ 

The  other  point  relates  to  what  was  faid  to  your  Lordllup 
about  the  Treaty  of  Pilnitz.  It  would  certainly  not  requuse 
mudh  argument  to  prove  that  the  renewal  of  feveral  -Treaties 
enumerated  by  name  and  date,  and  the  latefl  of  which  was  con- 
cluded in  1783,  does  not  imply  a  renewal  of  another 
Treaty  fuppofed  to  be  concluded  in  1791.  But  what  u 
more  material  to  the  prefent  cafe  is,  that  your  Lordlhip  fhovU 
take  this  opportunity  to  explain,  in  the  moft  diilin^  and  aae- 
quivocdl  terms,  ffhat  if  any  fecret  Treaty  was  in  fad  concluded 
at  the  interview  at  -Pilnitz,  between  the  late  Emperor  and  the 
King  of  Pruilia,  (which  is,  to  fay  the  lead,  very  doubtful  in 
j>ointof  fa£fc>)  this  at  Icaft  iscertainj  that  his  Majefty  waaaa 
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i>af  br  to  facli  Treatf ;  and  not  only  was  not  tKen  iiicloded  in 
t,  but  hsts  never  fuice  adhered  to  it,  nor  even  been  apprized 
of  its  contents.  The  pubtitk  declaration  wKicli  was  inade  at 
that  iliterview>  (hews  OA  the  face  of  it  that  his  Majefty  was  no 
partf  to  it;  and  it  is,  indeed^  notorious  that  it  applied  tocir^ 
.  cuiitflances  whith  were  done  away  long  before  tne  war  broke 
our  betMreen  Auftria  and  France,  and  that  the  fubfequent  nego- 
tiations for  the  maintenance  of  peace  between  tnofe  powers 
turned  on  points  wholly  dxiHnft  from  thofe  fuppofed  to  be  re-^ 
ferred  to  in  the  pretended  Treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

Thb  explanatioQ,  however  little  cenneAed  with  the  prefent 
negotiation,  feems  to  be  caHed  for  by  the  allufion  made  to  you 
upon  thefnbjed;  and,  indeed,  on  a  point  on  which  fo  muck 
mifreprefentation  has  prevailed,  it  is  ufeful  not  tp  omit  t)ie  op^ 
portonity  of  ftating  the  fads  as  they  feally  are. 

I  am.  Set. 

(Signed)  GRENVILLE. 

Right  HououraUe  Lord  Malmefbury. 

(^fo.  25.)  E j(tra£l  of  a  difeatch  from  Lord  MalmeflMiry  to 

Lord  Grenviae,  dated  Lifle,  15th  July  1 797, 
Kf y  LjOrd, 

I  HAVE  thehonoQr  to  acknowkdfi^e  Toor  lordihip's  difpatches^ 
Kow  19  and  ao^  of  the  aoth  uaft.  whkh  were  deliveted  to  me  o^ 
Saturday  the  aid  itA.  by  the  AciTeBger  Major. 

It  WM  is^poflSble  that  the  claim  ^bought  forward  in  the  note 
iacipfcd  j^aaf  NO'9^  coald  have  produced  on.  your  lordihip's 
mind  asy  impreffioa  differcat  from  that  uchich  you  defcribe,  and 
I  am  hapi^  .to^find  that  the  conduA  I  obierved,  when  it  was  firft 
delivered  ^o  Jne,  ^was  Aieh  as  put  it  in  my  power  to  execute  with 
great  eo^fiAaacy  the  fpirited  niftrudions  your  lordihip  now  fend^ 

loyncdiately  qb  the  arrival  of  the  meflfe^ger,  t  pitopofed  aa 
lacwie  Wi  uritk  ti^  French  PlenipotMUiaciea,  and  we  met  on 
Sunday  Ae  z^t  at  one  P.  M. 

1  could  ho^-obey-hts  MajeftyV  orders  in  a  manner  more  likclv 
to  coBxiiiaml atteation>  and  toimprefs  thofe  who  heard  me  witk 
a^uft  ieoft  of  th^  mixctm^  of  firamcfs  and  moderatioa  with  which 
hfts  Majeily  wae  pleafed  tot  eoifMitt6i  this  important  negotiatuoyi 
tbaa  by.  c»ij>U>y]9g  not  o^ly  the  fuibftaiice,  but  as  far  as.  was 
praAiciible  in  coaver^tioo>  the  very  words  ^f  your  lorditup'r 
difpatch.  No.  10 }  and  if  .J  ihould  attempt  to  Klate  mimuely 
what  I  myfdf  md  iu^tku  c<mferenccu  it  would  in  fy&  be  little 
naeyre  than  a^iepetitioB  j»f  thes^  •  . 

I  he^AR  by  obfeipri|ig,  that  I  Vat  certaia  the  French  Plenipor 
tentianes  muft  be  full^  prepared  fpr  what  I  now  had  it  in  cobw 
inand  to  fay:   I  remmded  them  that  1  had  taken  upon  nie  to 
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affirm  when  we  were  laft  aiTembled^  and  immediately  before  ( 
dirpatched  my  meilenger,  that  the  reijairing  fuch  a  preliminary 
35  that  propofed  in  the  note,  was  puttmg  an  end  at  once  to  afl 
negotiation,  and  that  I  was  fure  peace  on  fuch  terms  would  not 
be  heard  of;  that  the  orders  I  was  then  about  to  communicate 
tp  them  would  prove  that  I  had  not  made  this  aflertion  lightlj, 
or  in  confequence  of  any  hafty  opinion  of  my  own>at  the  fame 
time  that  it  would  alfo  appear  tnat  my  Royal  Mailer  was  as 
anxioufly  and  as  iincerely  inclined  to  liilen  to  all  reafonaMe  and 
admiiTible  c6nditions^  as  he  was  determined  to  repel  and  rejcd 
all  fuch  as  were  of  an  oppofite  defcription.  I  tnen,  my  loid, 
took  up  my  arguments  on  the  precife  grounds  fet  forth  in  year 
lordfliip's  No.  19.  I  neither  omitted  any  thing,  nor  infcrted 
any  thing  of  my  own,  which  could  at  all  alter  its  fpiiit  ;  and  I 
only  varied  from  the  letter  inafmuch  as  was  neceflary  to  make 
it  applicable  to  a  conference. 

My  £rf!b  objed  was  to  flate,  in  as  forcible  a  way^  aa  poSbk, 
the  utter  inadmiiCbility  of  the  preteniion  fet  forth  in  t£e  noie, 
the  frivolous  and  illnfory  reafons  alledged  for  bringing  it  for- 
ward, and  I  obferved  that,  ifit  wasperfevered  in,  it  muftlead 
to  this  necefiary  conduium,  that  there  did  exill  when  it  was 
framed  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Diredtory  to  break  off  tk 
negotiation  in.  the  outfet.    My  fecond  objeft  in  point  ofresScd 
ing,  though  a  Tery  primary  one  in  point  of  importance,  ¥» 
cither  to  prevent  the  negotiation  breafcine^  off  at  all,  or  iif  tkn 
was  not  to  be  prevented,  to  endeavour  to  be  fo  clear  and  ezpfidt 
in  my  language,  and  to  draw  the  line  fo  diftindly  between  fock 
facrifices  as  his  Majefty  might  be  inclined  to  make  m  order  » 
reilore  fo  great  a  blefling  as  peace,  and  thofe  to  which  the 
dignity  of  his  crown  and  intereft  of  his  fubjeds:  would  iici«r 
allow  him  to  attend,  as  to  make  it  impoffibk  that  by  any-  iktmt 
'cavil  or  fubterfuge  the  interruption  of  the  treaty,  ir  ubIw- 
tun^tely  it  il\ould  be  interrupted,  could  be  imputed  to  any  other 
'caufe  than  the  exorbitant  demands  of  the  French  Go^rennacat; 
-and  the  better  to  inAire  this,  purpofe,  I  explained  to  them  that 
his  Majefty  having  already  in  a  detailed  Projet  i!ated  freely  and 
fuHy  his  conditions,  and  thefe  conditions  having  been  at  once 
Tejedlcd  by  a  fweeping  claim  on  the  part  of  the  French  Oovcn^ 
ment,  it  was  not  fitting  or  reafonable,  neither  could  it  be  ex- 
pefled  that  any  new  propofals  Ihould  originate  with  his  Majefty: 
And  that  on  every  ground  the  King  had  a  right  to  expedi 
Co'ntrc-Projet  from  them,  ftatingat  once  plainly  and    withoat 
refer ve  the  whole  of  what  they  had  to  aiSt,  inftead  of  bringiif 
forward  feparatc  points,  one  after  another,^  direftly  contrary  m 
the  principle  on  which  we  had  agreed  to  t^gin  the  negottadotk 
and  which,  from  their  being  xnlulated,  CQuld  only  tend  to  pvo^ 
traft  and  impede  its  progrefs. 
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On  the  firft  poi&t,  on  the  tnadmiffibility  of  the  preliminary  . 
conditions  as  propofed  by  the  French  Government^  ^e  cf  the 
French  FUmfotentiaries  faid,  it  was  impoilible  for  them  to  do  more 
than  to  take  it  for  reference,  that  the  inilruftions  they  had 
received  when  the  DireAory  fent  thefn  the  note,  were  preciib 
and  pofitivej  and  that  they  had  received  none  fmce.  He  there- 
fore liad  on  that  point  limply  to  reqneft  of  me,  that  I  would 
fbte In  writing  the  feveral  grounds  on  which  his  Majefty  reje^ied 
this  propofition,  in  order  that  the  report  tranfmitted  by  them 
Co  the  Diredory  might  be  corred;  and  he  aflured  me>  that  if  I 
did  not  think  it  proper  to  put  in  writing  all  the  arguments  I 
had  ufed  to  them  in  the  conference,  they  would  have  no  fcruple 
of  employing  thofe  I  omitted  in  fuch  a  way  as  was  the  beft 
calculated  to  give  them  weight,  and  to  ufe  the  French  Minifter^s 
t>wn  expreffion,  to  phtce  the  negotiation  once  more  on  its 
legs. 

In  regard  to  the  fecond  point,  he  had  no  hefitation  in  agree- 
ing with  me,  that  the  beft  method,  and  indeed  the  only  one, 
V^hich  could  accelerate  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs,  was  for  them 
to  give  in  a  Contre-Projet,  neither  did  he  attempt  to  difprove 
our  perfect  right  to  expect  one  from  them  before  we  made  any 
new  propofals.  But  he  faid,  that  it  was  not  neceffary  for  him 
'to  obferve  that  as  Lone  as  they  were  bound  by  their  inft'ructions 
not  to  give  way  on  the  propofition  I  had  now  fo  decidedly  re- 
jected, that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  to  move  a  ftep  without 
new  orders  from  the  Directory  ;  that  they  would  aflc  for  thcfe 
orders  immediatelv,  and  lofe  no  time  in  acquainting  me  when 
they  were  receivea. 

I  obferved,  that  in  our  laft  conference  he  had  intimated  to  me 
they  were  empowered  to  come  fo  fome  explanation  with  me  on 
the  fubject  of  compenfation  to  be  made  to  his  Majefty  for  the 
great  ceffions  he  was  difpofed  to  make;  that,  at  the  time,  I  con- 
ceived thefe  explanations  were  of  a  nature  to  qualify  the  wide 
claim  ftated  in  the  note,  and  that  if  I  had  abftained  from 
preffing  him  further  at  the  moment,  it  was  from  perceiving  a 
reluctance  on  their  part  to  bring  them  forward  :  lihat,  however, 
if  they  really  had  nich  propofals  to  make  me,-  and  if  they  were 
of  a  nature  to  meet  in  fubllance  and  effect'  the  bails  laid' down 
in  the  Projet  I  had  given,  I  fliould  be  well  difpofed  to  liilcn  to 
them. 

Oyte  of  the  French  Minijlers,  after  fome  heiitation  and  a  fort  of 
_.  iilent  reference  to  one  of  his  Colleagues,  (aid  he  thought  as 
'  matters  now  flood,  it  would  be  much  better  to  wait  their  anfwer 
/rom  Paris  : — That  it  was  a  very  important  period,  a  crifis  in 
the  negotiation,  the  refult  of  which  probably  would  be  con- 
clufive  as  to  itp  fate,  and  that  it  feemed  to  be  of  more  confe- 
quence  to  make  this  refult  as  conformable  to  what  he  hoped  I 
'  f2  wal 
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wu  conipinced  ware  m  mncli  their  wxihw  as  aaaut,  tktok  to  wdb: 
our  time  in  difcuffions  whidi  were  ufeleisv  not  to  (ay  nofe*  dl 
chi«  was  afcertained. 

I  confined  myfelf  in  my  re]^ly  to  fmng,  J  had  Jio  objcffioa 
whatever  to  giviAg  to  the  French  PknipotentiariesApaper, 
Hating  the  ftrong  motives  on  which  his  Ma^y  rejc&ed  tk 
propofition  made  ii|  their  note  of  the  15th ;  aind  that  ma  i,  on 
myport>  had  cosfidefcd  it .  a  dmty  to  malre  s^.  x»0Kta  os  con- 
ciliatory as  was  confiftent  with  tiuth  And  QOin&sneUf  £0  1  head 
%irith  mat  fieaAtre  the  j^oraoc^ts  he  gave  me  of  Jthtfir  UMtcmdi^ 
to  ob&rve  tne  feme  line  of  coodu^ 

Thns  as  we  foemed  peric£Uy  agreed  as  to  the  jpGopriet|r  of 
their  piodncing  a  Cmtte-Pryai^  I  had  ooching  )to  iWjr  tm  tkt 
pointy  except  to  exprefs  toy  moft  Sincere  wiAi  tnat  it  wMwld.  iaoa 
appear,  and  when  it  didap^r,  be  fuch  a  onea^  wo«ld  J«adJ9a 
fpeedy  and  fatisfaf^ory  conclufion  of  the  negotiation. 

Ri^ht  Hononrabk  Lord  GrnivUle.  '      - 


(No.  %6,y  Note  from  Losd  MataieAittry  to  adtt^  FieMl 

plenipotentiaries.    . 

TRANSLATION.  ^ 

Th|i  Minifler  Pienipotontiary  of  his  Britanoick  Majeibf  ki 
tranfinitted  to  his  Conrt  the  note  which  was  delivered  to.  hiintk 
15th  of  this  Monthy  by  the  .Minifters  Plempotentiaj-/  of.  tir 
French  H^ublick;  and  havii\e  received  the  orders  of  die  ISJa^ 
his  Mafter^  on  this  fuhjedt  ne  haftens^  to  r^eat  tpthem^ia 
writing,  conformStbly  to  the  defire  which  they  have  ej^rcfid 
tohim,  the  following  reflexions,  which  he  had  already  Hated 
to  tkcan  vorbally,  in  conference  of  his  moft  ^fitive  in- 
ihadiom.  .  '  v 

He  obferves,  in  the  £rft  place>  that  to  rcfflvlre  '*  As  s& 
"  indifpenfable  preliminary  of  negotiation  tor  |>eace  witi 
*'  England,  the  confent  of  his  Sriunnick  Majefiy  to  the  ramnl 
**  reftitution  of  all  the  poflefiions  wiiich  h^  oceupies,  as  vcS 
^*  thole  of  the  Sf^nch  Republick,  .  as  further  and  Ibnnall^ 
''  thofe  of  Spain  and  the  £atavian  Republick,''  is  to  wilh  to 
eibblifh  a  previous  condition,  which  excludes  aH  reciprodtyt 
rsfufes  to  the  King  all  compenia^ion,  and  leaves  no  oojefi  of 
ulterior  negotiation. 

That  Che  French  R'epubiick  fonnaUy  authorised  by  its- Alfiet 
fep  negotiate  the  articles  of  Peace  in  their  nam^,  caiinot  fairly 
let  up  its  partial  treaties  with  them,  in  oppoficion  to  reafondilt 
propofals  of  peace,  fince  it  is  univerfally  understood  tluit  iSkt 
contraf^ing  parties  always  preierve  the  power  to  modify*  to 
mutual  coafenty  the  coaditious  by  which  tney  may  be  euagci 
to  each  ocher,  whenever  their  conunon  interests  may  requireit:-** 
Confe^uently,  the  propofition  made  to'  the  King  oF  a 
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tnd  gmtokens  retdtmion  as  an  lAdifpenfabk  preKnuoaiy>  wouU 
ncceffarilv  impute  to  liis  Catholick  Majesty,  and  to  the  Bauvian 
Hepublick,  difpofitions  fac  lefs  pacifick  than  thofe  whkh  animatt 
tke  French  Republick« 

That  moreover,  in  confeqiience  of  what  pafied  in  the  £nt 
conferences.  Lord  Malmeftnry  has  always  thought  himfelf  ca^ 
tided  to  expect  that  the  King  his  Master  would  find  a  coaipen*- 
dfiition  lor  the  facrifices  he  was  r^dy  to  make  for  .peace^  hy 
xetaining  a  part  of  hij  conquests ;  and  he  was  the  lefs  able  to 
Atefee  any  obsucle,  on  ucopunt  of  th^  fecret  articles  of  th^ 
tseaities  which  hiad  the  French  Repubjlick,  as  the  principle  of 
compcnfatiun  wa«  aeknowledg^  by  a  formal  and  pofitivc 
dcchradoB^  made  in  the  name  of  the  Executive  Directory, 
mid  coBmmntcatcd  in  an  official  note^  dated  the  97th  of  No- 
▼ember  17961  a  declaration,  posterior  (o  the  coinptetnoa^of  ^hoff 
treati;^ 

It  iwas,  therefore,  in  order .  to  remove*  ^  mt^ch  a.  ^fible^ 
every  dificnlty  that,  in  the  Projet  of  a  treaty,  which  Lord 
Malmdbory  has  delivered  to  the  Miniftecs  Plenipoteutiar)^  of 
■the  French  Repuhlicki  t^  alternative  was  left  to  France  to 
fettle  this  compenfatidji  on  its  own  paffeffions,  or  on  thoie  of  its 
Allies:  Bat  the  acbfolute  r^fufaloi  this  alternative  appears  to 
do  away  the  only  poffible  means  of  conciliating  every  intereft^ 
and  of  arriving  at  an  honourable,  juft,  and  permanent  peace. 

Lord  Malmeibury,  perfuaded  that  fach  cannot  be  tne  inten-* 
tion  of  the  French  Government,  hopes,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  reafont  herein  iiated,  «  condition  will  not  be  infiited  upon» 
-to  which  his  firitanaick  Majefty  can  by ^no  mean^  confent. 

He  again  requefts  the  Miniflers  Plenipptenti^ry  of  the  Frenoh 
Repnblick  to  accept  the  afliurances  of  his  higji  confideratidh. 

(Signed)  MALMESBURY* 

Liflf,  X4th,  July,  1797. 

^0*  tj.)  Extradi  of  a  difpatch  ^om  Lord  Malmeibury  to 

Lord  Grenvilk,  dated  Liile,  Sunday,  AuguA 
6th  1797, 

My  Lord, 

I  FULLY  expe^ed^  when  I  received  the  inclofed  note  on 
Friday,  that  the  conference  propofed  was  to  acquaint  me  with 
the  inftruftiohs  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  had  received  from 
«the  Diredory,  on  the  note  I  had  given  in  near  a  fortnight  ago» 
&s  an  anfwer  to  that  in  which  the  reditu tion  of  the  whole  tf  his- 
Majefty's  cooqueHs  from  each  of  his  enemies  is  required  as  an 
indlfpenfable  preliminary  to  all  negotiation. 

I  was  therefore  furprized  and  difappointed,  when  I  had  taken 
say  place  at  the  conference,  to  hear  n-om  the  French  Plenipoten« 
.liaries  tbat  the  letters  they  had  received  that  morning  from 

Park 
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Paris  did  ntot  bring  any  fpeciBck  reply  to  ray  laft  note,  but  oa^ 
went  to  inform  them  that  the  Dircdory  had  taken  the  &bjtSL 
into  their  mod  ferioas  confideration,  and  wonld  acquaint  chca 
as  foon  as  poflible  with  the  refult. 

^  I  could  not  avoid  exprefling  my  concern  and  fnrprize  tkzt 
there  exifled  any  hefitation  wluitever  in  the  raijid  of  the  Direc- 
tory on  a  pointy  which,  althongh  a  very  important,  was  ca- 
uinly  a  very  fimj^e  one  : — That  to  allow  it  to  reikiaiii  in  doak 
whether  his  Majefty  was  to  have  any  compensation  or  not,  wn 
in  other  words  lo  leave  it  in  doubt  whether  the  I>iic^Gteiy 
fincerely  meant  peace  or  not : — And  that,  althoa^li  £  was  voj 
•  far  from  wilhing  for  any  improper  hafte»  or  not  to  move  in  a 
matter  of  fnch  magnitade  with  becoming  prudence  and  defi- 
beration,  yet  I  could, not  forbear  lamenting  that  nM>re  thaiKt  a 
month  had  now  clapfed  without  our  having  advanced  a  fii^k 
Hep,  notwithiianding  his  Majefty  had,  in  the  very  opitfet  of  tae 
negotiation,  manifefted  a  moderation  Jind  forbearance  BBprc> 
cedented  under  fimilar  circnmftances : — That  anxious  as  I  wa 
not  to  prejudice  it  by  any  reprerentati<»5  of  mine,,  i  mnft  icy* 
this  delay  placed  me  in  a  very  aukward  portion,  as  I  really  «&i 
not  perceive  how  I  could  account  for  it  in  a  way  at  all  mzs- 
factory,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  was  quite  impoffible  for  me  m 
fufFer  a  longer  fpace  of  time  to  pafs  over  without  writing  lo  ma 
Court. 

'  One  9f  tht  French  Fkmfctimtlaries  exprefled  his  earned  wifli  thzt 
I  would  write  immediately;  he  was  confident  this  delay  vonM 
be  feen  in  its  trne  Hght !  and  added,  '^  Si  nous  n^vancons  pas  a 
"  pas  de  Geant,  j'efpere  que  nous  marchons  d'on  pas  ibr."-^ 
And  another  of  .them  repeated  this  phraie. 

I  exprefied  my  fincere  hope  this  might-  be  the  caie,  bat  c 
^ould  have  been  much  better  proved  ^  the  commanicatioa  ot 
the  Cotinter-Projet  they  had  in  a  manner  pledged  them&hnes  to 
procure,  thap  by  any  vague  and  indeterminate  aflbfaaces  of 
what  might  poffibly  be  the  refult  of  the  prefent  fufpenfion  of  al 
bufinefs.  They  obferved  to  me,  that  the  Counter-Projet  wtxild 
of  courfe  be  (virtually)  contained  in  their  next  inftruftions,  and 
that  their  only  motive  for  wifhing  to  fee  me  was,'  to  convince 
me  that  this  delay  had  neither  originated  with  them,  nor  hrca 
occaiioned  at  Paris  by  any  want  of  attention  to  this  impoitaiit 
bufinefs,  or  from  any  caufe  not  inunediately  and  clofcly  con- 
neded  with  it. 

I  deiired  to  know  from  them  when  they  thought  it  probable 
they  ihould  receive  pofitive  and  explicit  inftruAions,  whether  in 
three,  four,  or  iiy^  days?— -They  faid,  it  would  be  probably 
eight  or  ten. — And  one  of- then  obferved,  that  as  oor  not  meeting 
inore  frequently  gave  nfe  tp  many  idle  rumours  and  felfe  reports. 
he  would  prppoCe  (o  me,  if  I.  had  no  objection,  to  meet  cve^' 
Other  day  at  two  o'clock  : — That  it  was  \txy  pebble  that  m 
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CUT  Ae:{t  two  or  three  meetings  we  might  have  nothing  material 
to  iay>  but  that  we  (hould  get  better  acquainted  with  each  other> 
and  in  our  converfations  mutually  fuggefl  ideas  that  might  be  of 
X  ufe.*-— I  readily  confented  to  this. 

I  had  a  conference  again  this  morning.  As  I  was  very  dcx 
firous  of  being  enabled  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip  fome  more 
fatisfadory  account  as  to  the  motives  of  this  delay,  I  again 
preffed  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  on  this  point.  They  each 
of  them  repeated  what  they  had  faid  before,  and  on  my  endea- 
vouring  to  make  them  feel  how  impoffible  it  was  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhouMnpt  be  hurt  at  this  demur  on  fo  very  fimple  a 
point.  One  of  them  faid,  you  ought  to  augur  favourably  from  it; 
your.nole  was  a  refufal  to  agree  to  wha.t  was  flated  by  the  Pi- 
reftory  in  their  inftrudlions  to  us  as  Kfimt  qua  mon  : — If  the  Di- 
tedlory  were  determined  to  perfiit  in  thi|  /ne  qua  wit  they 
would  have  faid  fo  at  once — ''  Je  vous  afTure  qu'il  nous  auroit 
"  promptement  renvoye  le  courier,"  were  his  words : — Thc( 
time  they  talce  to  deliberate  indicates  beyond  a  doubt  that  they 
are  looking  for  fome  temperament,  and  it  fcarce  can  be  doubte^ 
that  one  will  be  found. — I -faid  J  was  well  pleafed  to  hear  \i\xi\ 
fay  this;  but  thatiHll  he  roufi:  be  aware  that  it  would  not  be  an 
cafy  taflc  for  me  to  make  my  difpatches  to  day  either  interefting 
or  fatisfadory-  ' 

Another  of  the  French  Mimjierj  (sad^  that  he  really  believed  that 
this  would  be  the  only  great  impediment  we  (hosld  have  to  en- 
counter, that  every  thing  would  go  on  quickly  and  fmoothly, 
and  that  I*,  mnft  admit  the  prefent  to  be  a  very  important  an«| 
difficult  point  in  the  negociation.  I  agreed  with  him  entirely 
»s  to  it's  importance,  but  could  not  acquiefce  as  to  iu  diffi^ 
culty. 

lam  vervforry,  my  Lord,  that  in  fuch  a  moment,  and  after 
waiting  fo  tong,  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  fend  you  more  explicit 
anddeciiive  aiTurances;  but  it  is  not  in  mv  power  to  compel  the 
French  negociators  to  move  on  fafter.  .  All  I  can  do  is  by  my 
condud  and  language  to  tatce  care  that  no  part  whatever  of  the 
imputation  of  delav  (hould  attach  to  me.  I  hav^,  at  every  con- 
ference! have  held,  always  declared  my  readineis  to  proceed^ 
and  (hall  not  fail  to  repeat  this  every  time  we  meet. 

■  '  Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville,  &c.  Set.  &c, 

^No.  28.)         Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  to  Lori 
Malmelbury. 

TRANSLATION. 
The    Minifters    Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick 
^1  be  happy  in  having  on  opportunitv  of  converfing  for  a  few 
jninutes  with  Lord  Malmeibury ;  and  tney  have  in  coufequence 

the 
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tl&e  honoDT  ofpfopaAsLg  to  l^m  to  meet  tkem^at  tw&  o*ckck  !•» 
dty^  Of  ftt  amy  other  Ikiiht  which  miy  he'tsiofc  ciaiveiacBt  t» 
bim^  and  which  ho  wiir  have  the  goodnefs-co  ifpmu. 

They  renew,  with  pleafure,  to  Lopd  Maimtfkury  fhe  afc* 
JHQices  of  th«ir  high  pofifidenvdon. 

(Siga«l)  L£  'TOURNBUR. 

HUGUBS  R  liARET. 
lilk,  17  Th^rfnidor, 
5th  veaT  of  the  Reptiiklkk* 
,     (Auguft  4,  1797.) 

COLCHEN,  S^  Gm.  tfthe  Legatxit 
of  the  RepiUidET.     \ 
(Aug.  4,  J  797.) 

<No.  19.) .  Extraa  of  a  difpatch  from  Lprd  Ufalmeter^ 

to  Lord  GrcRvitte^  daied  Liflc^  Aegjd  ^ 
14th,  1797.  - 

My  Lord, 

In  confequence  of  the  refdotion  we  hadcoi&e  to#  €0  acet « 
the  d&ys  of  the  andral  of  thopoft  from  Paris,  tnr  conferaRfli 
for  thi^  laft  week  hafro  caJcen  place  tcgnlar^  tftetf  •ther  amn* 
ing^  except  on  Thurfday  the  loth  of  Aagq^,  whiall''bcflig  thi 
aaniverfary  of  one  of  their  naitioiial  leffitak,  the  iV^jpoh  L^ 
tioa  could  not  attend. 

I  have  in  mine,  Na  17,  gireii  yo«r  LanMiip  aA  accoptf  if 
(^ery  thing  which  paded  in  thcfe  coaforencc^  ieA  to  tkst  of  tk 
6tk  On  the  gtboothing  wasfiod  aa  lkil  wortft  taolbiktflig* 
etccyt  an  intifflatioo  -ftittig  out  by  Oav  la^tke  Frmdk  Piemftkn» 
tiaries,  that  it  would  be  necei&ry  to  take  into  confideratioa  tW 
rights  of  aentral  ntioiis  on  tids  Otolfiod.  lot  at  h.t  fpoke  vcy 
▼iigoely,  and  in  general  tends*  I  did  not  choofe  to  preis  hot 
kst  201  explanatien»  as  i  cemfider  it  more  jadidoaa  to  avoid  M* 
eoifioti^  OS  £epai!ate  and  coUateaal  poiatiy  and  not  to  enter  no 
negotiatioii-till  the  wiioie  esa  be  brohighc  aiider  ddiberatm  ^ 
once, 

i  Wiiat  pafled  on  the  t  eth  was  rather  laof e  intereftiBg.  The  ic« 
turn  of  NIr.  Weiley  aifarded  me  a  very  natunl  oppMtuaity  of 
exprefling  the  impatience  witii  which  an  anfwer  to  my  laA  »0ir 
was  expe£led  by  my  Court;  that  three  weeks  had  now  elaiRrcd 
fiiice  its  tranfmiflion,  and  that  iilthoughl  by  no  means  wiohei 
fol  nfinuate  that  due  attention  had  not  been  paid  to  fo  very  im- 
portant a  fubjed  as  that  qn  which  we  were  treating,  yet  I  cooU 
not  but  greatly  lament*  that  day  after  day  fliould  be  allowed  to 
pafs  aw^  without  oar  jprooeeftiog  «n  the  great  bii£neb  ior 
which  they,  were  met..  Oaf  ^ the  French  MmiftH's  £ud»  ffaat  it 
^^as  impbifible  I  qould  laaieut  this  delay  more  tfaan  thoj^did: 
that  they  had  already  declared  to  me  that  i^-  was  occaiionod  far. 

a  wifk 
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t  Mtriih  ndt  to  create  but  remove  difficulties  r  and  that  they  could 
flffure  me  pofitively,  that  the  French  Government  had  no  other 
<)bje£t  in  view^  and  that  I  fhoald  find>  when  once  we  bega^i 
fairly  to  negotiate,  we  ihould  proceed  very  rapidly. 

I  replied  that  it  was  indeed  Very  material  to  make'  good  the 
time  we  had  loif.  The  French  Minifier  anfwered^  you  .would  not 
call  it  time  loft  if  you  knew  how  it  was  employed.  On  my  ei- 
preffii%  by  mjr  nianner»  a  wiAi  to  be  informed,  he  went  on,  by 
iayiiig,  we  .will  not  fcruple  to  tell  yon,  though  we  feel  we 
\  Ought  not  to  do  it  officially,  that  we  are  confulting  with  our 
Allies;  that  we  have  communicated  to  them  all  that  has  paiTed 
here ;  we  have  Hated  that,  nnlefs  they  mean  to  continue  the 
war,  they  mull  releafa  us  from  our  engagements,  and  enable  us, 
to  a  certain  degree  to  meet  your  propofals.' 

The  conference  to-day  is  this  inoAient  over.  One  of, the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  informed  me,  that  he  had  received  this  morning 
a  letter  from  the  Prefident  of  the  Diredory,  affuring  1^  that  in 
fot»f  or  five  davs  they  would  receive  their  final  inftru^ons;  and 
he  added  of  bimfelf,  that  he  trufted  thefe  would  be  fuch  as 
would  enable  us  to  continue  our  work  without  any  further  inter- 
ruption. I  faid,  I  hoped  thefe  inftrn^ions  would  be  in  fubftance 
a  counter  projed,'  as  I  did  not  fee  how  any  thing  ihort  of  one 
.  could  enaole  us.  to  proceed  fo  rapidly  as  he  defcribed.  He 
agreed  with  me  entirely,  and  aflured  me,  that  both  he  and  his 
colleagues  had  repeatedly  liated  the  neceifity  of  a  counter  proj^6^ 
being  fent  tEem;  and  he  obferved,  that  he  really  thought  the 
French  Government  might  have  forefeen  every  thing  which  had 
pafTed,  and  been  prepared  with  one;  and  that  this  would  have 
faved  a  great  AeB\  of  valuable  time.  As  I  could  not  myfelf  have 
faid  more,  I  readily  gave  a  full  affent  to  what  I  had  heard. 

(No.  30. )    .    Extradl  of  a  difpatch/rom  Lord  Grenville  to  Loitl 
.  Malmeibury,  dated  Downing  Street,   Auguil 
19th,  1797.  '  •        . 

'  An  expreffion  mentioned  in  one. of  yotir  Lordihips  laft  dif- 
patches  to  have  fallen  from  one  of  the  French  Plenipotentiaries, 
leads  to  the  prefnmption  that  it  4s  intepded|  oii  the  part  of 
Prance,  to  bnng  forward  foflie  propofal  aBorut  the  navigation  6f 
n^atralpowersin  time  of  ^ar.  Yonf  ^prdJQiijp  willbeft  judge 
of  the  proper  opportunity  of  exprefiing  Us  ll^ajefty's  decided  and 
unalterable  refolution  on  this  poipt,  not  to  admit  of  any  pro- 
pofal  for  treating  with  his  ^nemjiesonthe^ttbjedl  of  the  rights  or 
da^hs  c^  neutral  powers. 

The  only  other  I'eihark  with  Which  I  have  to  trouble  ^your 
Lofdlhip  by  this  Meflenger,  relates  to  an  expreffion  in  the  late 
Wetfage  of  thtf  Dii^aory  to  die  Council  of  Five  Huhdxejd* 
"which,  if  literally  taken,  codteys  an  accufatiOB'agai|kfi  his  Ma* 
•    Appjn.  Vol..  I.  1797.  g  j^y't 
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jef}y*s  Government,  that  fome  delay  has  arifen  on  the  part  «f 
thbtrountry'in  the  negociation  at  Liile.  This  is  fc  avowedtf 
contrary  ito  the  fa6l,  that  it  mad  be  confidered  as  impofiible  dut 
fucha  charge  could  be  intended  to  be  made  by  a  Govemmeu 
which  had  at  that  moment  delayed  for  three  weeks  making  asf 
anfwer  to  his  JVlaj«fty's  diftinft  and  liberal  propofals  of  peace, 
and  whofe  Plenipotentiaries  were  daily  apologizing  to  yoor 
Lordihip  fof  this  unbecoming,  and  as  they  almott  conie(s,  vaai- 
countablie  delay;  but  as  the  point  is  too  important  to  be  left  an- 
no ticed>  it  is  the  King's  pleafure  that  your  Lordihip  ihonld  pir- 
fent'  a  note,  remarking  upon  the  fenfe  to  which  thcfe  words  iie 
liable,  exprdRng  your  perfuafion  that  fuch  cannot  be  the  into- 
uoti  with  which  they  were  ufed,  but  afking  on  the  paft  of  vosr 
Court  an  explanation  to  that  efFe£t,  wKich  can^iot  be  renfcd 
without  a  violation  of  every  thing  which  truth  and  julfice  ^^ 
quire  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

(No.  31.)    .  £xtra£^  from  the  Meflagc  of  the  French  K- 

reftory  to  the  Council  of  Five  Hnndrtd, 
Aug.  9th,  1797. 

,       TRANSLATION. 

1 9  (hort,  thb  caofe  is  in  the  fame  defpohdency  in  whklkill 
good  Citizens,  and  particularly  the  defenders  of  the  coontit 
are,  at  feeing  deferred  at  the  very  moment  when  its  condnfioi 
was  thought  to  be  near  at  hand,  and  after  having  bought  k 
with  fo  much  blood  and  fo  much  fufFering — a  definitive  peace* 
which  the  heads  of  the  vanquiihed  coalition  at  length  foliated 
in  good  earned,  when  its  conclufion  was  expelled,  and  whidi  a 
Government,  friendly  ^  to  hnma^ty,  wereftill  more  earaefttf 
conclude ;  When,  all  on-  a  fddden,  buoyed  up  with  new  hopcSf 
reckoning  upon  a  general  difTolution  of  the  Government  by  tk 
failing  ofits  finan<;es,  upon  its  deftrudion,  upon  the  death  or 
b.ini&mcnt  of  it$  braveft  generals,  and  upon '  the  difpcrfioa  and 
lofs  of  its  armies,  thefe  very  fame^coalefced  powers  have  throwi 
as  much  delay  into  the  negotiations,  as  they  have  fliewn  anxietf 
to  bring  them  to  an  end. 

(No.  32.)  Copy  of  a  difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbiiry  V 

Lord  Grenville,  dated  Liile,  Augofl^  itL 
1797. 
My  Lord, 

Jn  ohy  conference  this  mcrnhig,  I  rook  an  ^pportttuity  of  ff- 
ma'-king  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  en  the  very  unnk  td 
extraordina'fy'afTertion  which  had  appeared  in  the  meffiiffeof 
the  9th  inftant,  from  the  Dire£lory  to  the  Council  of  FiveHW' 
dred,  viz.  "  que  les  PailGuice^  coalifees  ont  mis  autaai  de  Lf9r 
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*'  tear  dans  les  Negotiations^  qu'ellts  avoient  monbe  de  I'Ardeur 
^'  pour  les  terminer."  lobferved'to  them>  that  I  had  orders 
from  my  Court  to  afk  a  preciie  explanation^  whether  this  accu- 
fatioh  of  delay  was  meant  to  apply  to  the  manner  hi  which  his 
Majefty  had  condudted  the  Negotiation  at  Liflr,  and  if  it  was 
fo  meant,  to  declare  that  no  accufation  was  ever « more  deilitute 
of  foundation»  nor  a  wider  deviation  from  the  real  fsL^.t  I  faid 
I  was  pferfe^ly  ready  to  abide  hy  their  determinaiion  on  this 
point,  convinced  that  it  was  impoffible  for  them  not  to  ac^no.w- 
ledge  that  the  delay  (if  there  had  'been  any  blameable  delay) 
refted  with  the  French  Government  and  not  Mrirh  his  Majefty. 
The  French  Plenipotentiaries  admitted  this  to  be  moft  (Iridly 
true;  that  the  phrafe  I  had  quoted  was  an  iU-judp;eJ  one,  and- 
malreJigeii  but  that  it  could  not  in  any  point  of  ,view  whatever 
be  conftrued  as  applying  to  England;  and  they  were  ready  to 
fay,  that  when  it  was  written,  the  Diredlory  alluded  folelv  to 
the  Court  of  Vienna;  that  they  could  aiTure  me  they  had  oeen 
very  faithful  in  their  reports,  and  that  when  they  faid  this  it 
was  faying  in  other  words  that  I  had  carried  on  the  Negotiation 
with  as  much  expedition  as  poflible,  and  that  if  it  had  proceed- 
ed ilowly  for  this  laft  month,  the  Hownefs  arofe  on  their  fide 
and  not  on  mine. 

I  faid  1  could  not  fpr  an  inftant  call  in  queftion  their  feelings 
on  this  point ;  it  was  the-  infmuation  coriveyed  in  the  mefTage, 
and  which  had  eone  over  Europe,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  me 
to  clear  up,  and  to  know  whether  the  Dire^ory  thought  and  felt 
as  they  did.     Oiu  cf  ibe  Fnnch  Minifiers^  with  very  ftrong  ex- 
preflions,  aflured.me  the  Diredory  certainly  did  think  and  feel 
like  them;'  that  ho  unfair  and  infidious  allufion  was  meant,  and 
added,  *^  que  fe  Meffage  etoit  fait  pour  ftimuler  les  Confeils/'* 
I  went  on  by  obferving  that  it  was  very  eflfential  for  me  to  have 
this  fjilly  explained,  and  that  I  ihould  give  them  in   a  note  to^ 
this  efFedl;  they  rcquefted  I  would  not,  it  would  lead  to  dif- 
agreeable  difcuffions,  and  would  not  anfwer  the  end  I  propofed.'* 
They  would  take  upon  themfelves  n^w  to  afiure  me  in  the  name' 
of  the  Dite^ry,  that  nothing  at  all  fimilar  to  the  conftruftion 
I  put  on  the  phrafe  was  intendeds  and  that  as  foon  as  they  could 
receive  an  anlwer  to  the  report  tJiey  ihould  make  of  to-day's  con- 
verfation,  they  would  fay  tnc  fame  from  the  Diredlory  itielf. 

I  hope,  mv  Lord,  I  have,  therefore,  by  obtaining  this  very 
precife  and  formal  difavowal  of  an  intention  to  %x  any  imputa- 
tion of  delay  on  his  Majefty's  Government,  fulfilled  the  objf  c^l 
of  my  inftnidions  9n  this  particular  point.  If  wh<n  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries  fpeak  from  the  Dire£iory  the  difavowal  ftiould 
BOt  be  equally  fatisfadiory  and  complete,  T  then  |will  not  fail, 
according  to  your  Lordihip's  order,  to  give  in  a  note. 
I  have  thehonodr  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  MALMESBURY. 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Grenville. 

%z  (No.  33) 
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(No.  33.)  ExtrajEl  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  Malmefbarf 

to  Lord  Grenville^  dapcd  Lifle,  Aug.  zi» 

^797- 

The  four  conferences  I  have  hM  witk  tke  Frcficli  Plempo- 
tentiaties,  fince  I  laft  wrote  to  your  lordfhip  oa  the  I4.tk  inflanf, 
will  not  I  fear,  furnifii  very  mterefting  materials  from  a  dif- 
patch. 

Our  conference  of  this  morning  was  principally  epipl^yed  ia 
what  I  have  related  in  my  other  difpatcn ;  but  the  FracL  Ple- 
nipotentiaries aiTored  me>  that  by  Thurfd^y,  or  at  laccft  by 
Saturday,  they  expend  to  ceceive  their  long  expected  medcBgcr. 

(No.  34..]  £xua6l  of  a  difpatch  fiom  Lord  Malmcftory 

to  Lord  GreuviUe*   dated  Liile,  Aag«i 
i,9^h  1797* 

I  AM  extremely  forry  tp  be  forced  to  announce  to  your  Lord- 
ihip,  that  fre(h  Delays  occ,ur  in  the  Frogsck  of  the:  Negotiation. 

'J  he  French  Plenipot^tiaries  infom^ed  mc  at  onr  CoaferezKe 
Yefterdavy  that  the  laft  Anfwer  from  Holland  was  fo  uniktii* 
fa^ory  cnat  the  DireQpry  had  ordered  the  Miniiler  for  Foicigi 
Affairs  to  return  it  to  the  Dutch  Miniilers  at  Paris ;  tkat  ue 
Dutch  Miniflers  could  i\dt  take  upOn  themfelves  to  alter  it  in  ths 
way  the  Diredory  propofed«  but  had  been  Qb]ige4  to  refa 
to  their  Government  for  new  orders;  and  that  thereJFore,  foBf- 
pofing  no  time  to  be  loll  in  deliberation  on  this  fobje^  at  tiie 
Hague,  it  would  be  at  leaft  a  week  from  to-day  before  any  ba- 
ther account  could  be  received^here. 

After  lamenting  this  un^xpeded  procraftination  of  ,o«ir  hoi- 
xiefs«I  expreiled  a  wiih  to  k(iow  what  the  Dutch  a&fwer  h%d  bees. 
what  objedlions  the  Dired:dry  had  made  to  it,  and  the  alteratua 
they  were  deiirous  it  ihoum  undergo. 

Ont  of  tbi  French  PUn/potqifiaria  faid,  it  had  not  been  oon- 
municated  to  them,  bu(  that  he  underftood  it  was  ctm^xg,imck, 
ft  feu  fathfaifante. — That  the  I^ire^ory  expeded  U  ihmtkl  be 
clear  and  diAind,  and  fuch  an  one  as  would  enable  tJiem  to  iceL 
fuch  inilru£lions  here,  as  would  aliqw  us  to  go  on  with  t^e  Nefo- 
tiation  in  a  way  to  recover  the  time  we  had  loft, 

(No.  35.)  Extrad  of  a  Difpatch  from  Lord  MakneAeTy 

to  Lord  Grenville^  d^ted  ^JA^»  Sepc  5. 

My  Lord, 

I  SHOVLR  have  coniidered  what  has  paffisd  in- our  confaencn 
fince  1  kit  hi;d  the  honour  of  writing  to  your  Lordihip  by  Nfr. 
Wciley»  as  in  itfelf  too  uwoportant  to  authorize  me  to  difpatch 

amefienger 
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ot mefleager>  biU  that  in  general  I  think  it  my  duty  tever  to 
leave  your  lor'dihip  more  than  a  week  ^yithput  hearing  from  me; 
^nd  I  was  alfo  glad  of  aa  opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt  of  your  Lordihip's  Difpatch,  No.  23,  whiQh  was  delivered 
to  me  by  the  ipeflenger  Shaw,  on  the  31ft  Au^uft.  at  10  P.M. 

Nothing  but  common  converfation  pafied  m  our  conferences ' 
of  the  30th  Augnft  and  ift  September.  In  that  of  the  3d  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  confirmed  what  they  had  taken  upoa 
themfelves  toaiFure  m«onthie  «2d  Augufl,  in  confequence  ofthe 
reprefentatibn  I  had  your  Lordfhip's  orders  to  make  on  the 
exjproffions  employed  by  the  Direftory  in'  their  melTage  of  the 
9th  Auguft  to  the  Councils,  and  which  expreffions  appeared  to 
£x  an  imputation  of  delay  on  His  Majefly^s  Government  in  the 
pro^refs  of  the  Negotiation.  They  faid  that  they  had  reportwl 
to  the  Dife^ory  w)^at  I  obferred  on  this  fubjeft,  and  that  they 
were  now  charged  to  repeat  what  I  liad  already  heard  from  them, 
and  to  declare  that  no  intention  (imilar  to  t^t  I  fuppofed  ev«r 
«xifled  on  the  part  pf  the  Diredlory. 

In  Qur  conference  of  this  morning,  although  I  had  reafon  to 
expedi  that  the  aniVer  from  the  Hague  w^  arrived  at  Paris,  yet 
it  was  not  admitted  by  the  Frepch  rlenipotentiartes. 

(No.  36.)    .         jExtradlof  a  difpatch  from  Lord  Majmeihury  t* 
.    I^ord  Qrenville,  dated  Lifle,  gth  Sept.  1 797. 

I  NEED  not  fay  that  tTie  two  conferences  which  have  been  held' 
fince  I  difpatched  the  meffenger.  Brooks,  were  not  Hkely,  under 
the  prefeiit  ^ircumftances  of  this  country,  to  afford  any  thing 
extremely  important  pr  interefting. 

In  that  of  Thurfday  the  7th,  O/i^  of  the  Trench  PUnipotentiariet 
began,  oiji  my  entering  the  room,  by  announcing  a  wifti  that 
the  great  event  whif  h  had  taken  place  at  Paris,  fhould  not  in- 
terrupt for  a  lon|^  time  our  Negotiation,  or  dcilroy  the  pleafipg 
profped  we  had  of  its  foon  terminating  fuccefsfully;  and  frpm 
his  manner  I  clearly  faw  he  ineant  to  convey  the  idea  that  it 
was  his  opinion  it  would  not.  I  endeavoured  to  difcbver  whe- 
ther he  fpoke  in  confequence  of  any  private  intelligence  he  had 
received  from  Paris,  or  fimply  from  bis  own  private  judgement, 
and  I  found  it  was  entirely  frcrm  the  latter. 

In  our  conference  of  this  morning,  he  iaid  they  were  flill 
without  any  letters  from  M.  Talleyrand  (which  rather  furprized 
bim);  but  he  could  affure  me,  with  certainty,  that  by  Monday 
they  would  be  empowered  to  go  on  with  the  Negotiation,  and 
that  I  might  fafely  fay  fo  to  my  court. 

(Np.  37.) 
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(No.  37.)  ,  £xtra6l  of  a  difpatch  from  Lord  GrenviUe  to 

Lord  Malmefbury,  dated  Downing  Stittt, 
September  nth,  1797. 

Your  Lordihip's  difpatches ' by  tK^  meflenger,  Shaw^  ireie 
received  Jiere  this  morning. 

.  It  would  be  premature  in  the  prefent  moment,  to  enter  into 
any  reafoning  on  the  eScii  which  the  extraordinary  events  ax 
Paris  may  be  expeded  to  have  on  the  important  Negodadoa 
with  which  yoar  Lordihip  is  charged.  A  very  few  days  nmft 
now  probably  (hew,  in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  what  ^le 
the  views  which  are  entertained. by-thtr  now  predominant  pcLrty 
It  Paris,  refpeding  the  queftfon  of.  Peace  or  War  with  Grat 
Britain:  And  it  becomes  His  Ma jeffy's Government  to  wait  the 
event  with  the  fame  defire  for  accommodation  on  realbnabk 
terms,  and  the  fame  firmnefs,  with  refped  to  undue  and  infill- 
ing demands,  which  has  adluated  every  part  of  the  condad  hdd 
by  your  lordihip. 

(No.  38.)  ^^Py  ^^  ^  Difpatch  from  Lord  MafaneibsTV 

to  Lord  Crenyilk^  dated  Lifl£>  Monday, 
Sept.  II,  1797. 

.  My  Lord, 

On  my  going  to  the  conference  this  morning,  the  Freod 
plenipotentiaries  informed  me  that  the  whole,-  French  legaOM 
was  recalled,  and  that  MefTrs.  Treilhard  and  Bcmnier  d'Ako  j 
were  appointed  in  their  room.     They  faid,  their  orders  were  to  I 
communicate  this  event  to  me  immediately,  and  at  the  fane  ^ 
tixne  to  add,  in  the  name  of  the  French  governsp^f ,  that  thu 
alteration,  in  the  choice  of  the  negotiators,  would  not  prodoce  I 
any  whatever  in  the  difpofition  of  the  Direiftpry,  to  bring  the  ; 
Negotiation  tp  a  happy  ilfue.    .  j 

I  afTured  them  I  was  extremely  forry  to  hear  that  they  weit 
recalled.  That  we  had  hitherto  aded  together  fo  cQrdaIl]r. 
that  it  was  to  be  lamented  any  circumftances  had  arifea  wbick 
made  the  French  government  think  it  adviieable  to  put  the  Ne> 
gotiation  into  other  hands. 

'  That  I  received  with  fatisfadion  what  they  told  me  as  to  tk 
fentimcnu  manifefted  by  the  Directory,  rektivt  to  the  Nego- 
tiation,, and  that  I  could  afiure  them,  they  were  fuch  as  certaidy 
cxifted  in  the  brj?aft  of  my  royal  mailer « 

I  then  fuggefted  to  them,  whether  it  would  not  be  proper  td 
give  me  an  official  note  on  this  occafion,  iince  it  made  a  very 
marked  period  in  the^ Negotiation;  and  as  they  perfedly  agreed 
with  me  on  the  propriety  of  thb,  they  fent  me  that  I  now 
cnc&fe,  ,  ^ .  ^ 

I  codida 


STATE    fAYEtt.  Jj 

I  cottfider  this  event  as  fo  material,  ;that  I  do  not  lofe'  a  mo* 
ment  in  difpatching  one  of  my  fervants  to  England,  as!  have 
at  prefeat  no  MefTenger  with  me. 

,   I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Set. 

(Signed)  MALMESBURY, 

Right  Honourable  Lord  Gfenville. 

(No.  39.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipoieatiaries  to  Lord 

Malme(bury. 

'  TRANSLATION-  .        . 

The  minifters' plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  have 
the  honour  to  inform  Lord  Malme/bnry  that  they  have  received* 
by  this  day's  poft,  a  decree  of  the  Executive  DireAory,  fignify- 
ing  their  recall,  and  the  nomination  of  citizens  Treilhard  and 
Bonnier  to  fucceed  them,  and  to  continue  the  Negotiations  •en- 
tered upon  with  England. 

The  miniiler  for  Foreign  Affairs,  in  fei^ding  to  the  under-fign- 
ed  mini(li?rs  plenipotentiary  this  decree  of  the  Diredory,  of  the 
2  2d  of  this  month,  orders  theih  to  wait  the  arrival  of  their  fuc^ 
ceifors.  It  alfo  direds  them  to  inform  the  minifler  plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Briu^nnick  Majefty,  that  the  change  of  the  Negotia- 
tors does  not  carry  with  it  any  change  in  the  difpofition  of  the 
JDiredory,  with  regard  to  the  Negotiation. 

The  ffiiniflers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repioblic  have 
the  honour  to  renew  to  Lord  Malmefbury  the  afTurances  of  their 
liigh  consideration. 

(Signed^    LETOURNEUR. 

huguesb.maret:  : 

Lille,  EC  Frn^idor, 
5th  Year  of  the  Republick. 
(Sept.  11,  1797.) 

COLCHPN,  Sec.  Gen.  of  tl^  Legation. 

(No.  40.)  Note  fr'ora  Lord  Malmefbury  to  the  Frencji 

Plenipotentiaries. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  minifler  plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  ha3 
tht:  honour  to  ack«owledge  the  receipt  of  the  Note  whkh  the 
minillers  plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  have  addref- 
fed  to  him,  communicating  the  decree  of  the  Executive  Pixec- 
tory,  which  fignihes  their  recall  and  the  nomination  of  the  mi- 
xiiRers  deftined  to  fuccced  them,  and  to  continue  the  Negotia- 
tions already  commenced.  He  receives  at  the  fame  time  with 
fatisfactixm,  and  will  tranfmit  without  delay  to  his  Court,  the 
s^Turance,  that  this  change  of  the  Negotiators  dom  not  bring 

with 
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with  it  any  chaogtf  in  the  difpoEuoa  of  the  Direetory  lA  ta  ^ 
licgotiation. 

Lord  Ma)me/I>ar7>  in  thanking  the  mimilers  plciix}ioteati3if 
cf  the  French  Rcpsbliok  for  this  communication,  begs  them  t9 
be  perfoaded'of  his  perfonal  regret  on  account  of  their  deparuic, 
and  to  accept  the  afiuranccs  oi  hk  high  confideraium. 

(Signed).       MALMESBU&y. 

Lifi*>Sept.  <i>  1797« 

(No.  41 0  Extract  of  L  XX^toh  from  Lord  Malmdbt- 

ry  to  Lord  Urcnviik;  dated  L^e^  lyd 

September  1 797. 

My  Lord» 

;  The  new  French  Henipatentiaries,'  Mcffieurs  Treilfaard  ui 
Bonnier  d'Alco,  with  their  principal  fccrctary  M.  Derclie,  td 
two  private  fccreUfics,  arrired  here  at  fire  o'clock  A.  M.a 
Wednefday  the  ,15th  iftftant.  At  eleven  A.  M.  'they  fent  M. 
Serche  co  ac({nftint  me  with  their  arriraU  and  to  hiqn&e  at  wis 
itoar  1  would  receive  their  vifit.  In  ccmfequence  of  my  Ikptf 
irheneter  it  was  convem^dt  t6  them,  thrycame  immedianh^ 
attended  by  MelRcnty  Le  Totnrnciif ,  Marct,  and  Colchen. 

Qn  taking  leave,  M.  Le  Toameur  eamo  ^ward  and  hoi  • 
me,  in  his  name  and  that  of  his  cofleagues,  that  they  conid  mt 
ferminate  their  mifSon- without  expi  effing  Che  fatisfkffioD  tkf 
had  felt  from  the  opennefs  and  candour  (loyanteef  Praadiifiil 
with  which  I  had  afted  durittg  the  Whole  of  the  ne^tiatioii«  « 
takefeattf t)f  me,  without  exprefllng  their  fincere  jpeHbnal  ff- 
grets;.  that  the  recoUedtion  of  my  conduA  would  always  k 
•  agreeable  to  them,  and  that  it  had  giveft  me  the  ttroitgeSt  tide 
to  their  efteem  and  good  wiflies.  "' ' 

After  giving' ffc  ftew  Pknipotenfiartes  as  much  time  aswa 
neceflary  to  return 40  their  owa  houie>  I  (ent  Mr.  Rofs  to  aik  tf 
what  ho^r  I  might  f etUTH  their  vifit ;  afld  in  confeqnen^e  of  dtf 
anfwer,  I  went  to  them'  attended  by  LOrd  Morpeth  and  Bie: 
Ellis. 

I  took  an  opportunity  of  returning  the  compliment  M.  Le 
Toiurneur  had  made  me ;  and  I  muf!  in  Jn/lice  reneat*  my  Loii 
what  I  have  already  &id,  that  his  condud  and  tnat  of  ma  cri- 
leagues  has,  in  every  point  which  has  depended  on  thoa,  bca 
jperfedly  fair  and  honourable,  aad  in  no  uflance  cdntraxy  to  ^ 

rlnciples  they  annouiiced/  and  the  profeflions  they  Mxtrnde,  k 
therefore  impoilible  for  me  not  to  regret  them>  and  net  • 
coniider  the  change  of  Negotiators  at  leaft  as  a  ver^^  onplca&fl^ 
if  not  a  very  unfortunate  incident. 

(Nbt.41-) 
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E     (No.  42.)  Copy  of  a  Difpatch  fVom  Lord  Malmelbury 

to  Lord  GrenVillc,  dated  Lifle,  17th  Sep-, 
t  tembcr,  1797.  * 

I         '  Mylxwd, 

I  .  I  SHALL  endeavour  ih  this  diTpatdi  to  pre  yont  lordihip  as 
^rcumffantial  an  account  as  my  memory  will  aHow  me  to  do>  of 
what  has  paired  in  the  two  conferences  I  have  held  with  the  new 
Prcnch  Pienipotentiaries. 

In  that  of  Friday  the  14th,  after  commonicating  to  me  the 
Arrete  of  the  Direftory  appointing  them  to  fnccced  M'cffieura 
Le  Toumem'  and  Marec,  and  empow^*ring  them  to  continue  the 
Negotiation  with  me.  One  if  them  began  bv  making  the  fh-ongeft 
Bffhrances  6f  the  fincere  defire  entertained  by  the  DireClory  for 
Peace.  Heobferved»  that  if  this  defire  had  manifefted  itfelf  fOf 
ftrongly  at  a  moment  when  the  two  great  authorities  of  the 
eonntry  were  at  variance,  it  muft  naturally  become  ftronger  and 
be  exerted  with  more  effect  when  all  fpirit  of  divifion  was  fup« 
preifedy  aijd  when  the  government  was  flrengthened  by  the  per«- 
fect  coricord  which  now  reigns  between  all  its  branches:  That 
t^e  iirft  and  moft  material  point  to  be  afcertained  in  every  Ne« 
gotiatton  was  the  extent  of  this  full  powei«  With  which  the  Ne* 
gotiators  are  vefted ;  that  I  (hould  find  theirs  to  be  very  ample  1 
And  thati  as  it  was  necefllary  to  the  (uecefs  of  our  difcuffions  ^at 
mine  ihoald  be  equally  fo^*  they  had  it  in  command  to  prefent  a 
note,  the  object  of  wmch  was  to  inquire  whether  I  was  author-- 
xzed  to  treat  on  the  ^nciple  of  a  eeneral  reftituti6n  of  every 
pofftSaon  remaining  m  his  Majefty'sliands,  not  only  belonging 
to  them,  but  to  tlwir  Allies;  that  I  was  not  unacquainted  witn 
their  Laws  and  with  their  Treaties ;  that  a  great  country  tonid 
not  en  any  occafion  a£t  in  contradidion  to  them ;  and  that» 
aware  as  I  muft  be  of  this,  I  could  net  but  expect  the  ou^on' 
contained  in  the  note,  neither  couM  I  coniider  the  requintion  of 
an  explicit  anfwer,  previous  to  entering  upon,  the  negotiation,  aa 
ariiing  from  any  other  motive  than  that  of  the  molb  perfed  wiih» 
cm-  the  part  of  the  Directory,  to  bring  it  to  a  fucce&fuli  and* 
above  all,  to  a  fpeedy  condufion.    - 

I  replied,  that  if  after  what  I  heard  I  could  allow  my&lf  to 
hope  for  fiich  an  event  as  he  feemed  to  think  probable^  or  give 
any  credit  to  the  pacifick  difboftttotts  he  announced  on  the  part 
of  the  French  Government,  tuch  hope  mufl  arife  iblely  from  the 
confidence  I  might  place  in  his  afiurances;  fihce  the  meafure  it- 
felf now  adopted  by  the  DiredoTy  wu  certainly  calculated  to 
make  a  dire^ly  contrary  impr^Con  on  my  mina;  that  I  could 
not  conceal  from  him^  that  fas  firom  expe^ing  fuch  a  queffioiK* 
its  being  now  put  furprized  me  beyond *meafure»  and  ftill  more  fo« 
.  when  from  his  comment  uppn  it  I  was  to  infei^  that  he  wiihed  me 
to  confider  it  as  tending  to  promote  a  ffp^y  paifficaficm;  that 

Aj^rw,  Vol.  1. 1797,  i  -  .      tho 


die  qaej^a  qq>refled  in  t^  ngff  \c  ^zd  dcj^ircred  (f^  ^kl 
£iven  U  to  me,  an^  I  had  ^^4^^'  %Y^^  ^  ^^  ended  lus'fpeccl} 
was  word  for  word  tKe  fame  is  t^t  pat  to  me  bj  hb  predeoefa 
fo  long  ago  as  the  14th  July;  dut'oh'tiie  15th  I  lud,  fkonwf 
own  authority,  eiven  an  anfwer*  and  that  this  wfwer  I  \ 
irn^c^  folly  9j94  SA«(%r  te<»^r.  ^^^jay^oorlt  on  tJhwp  a^^ 
It^t;  thcfi?  nj^tes  W  to  t^^  m;c;i^t  l|qij^  ^espv^fdunrnfip^ 
si  del^y  <^(  t.v9.  wou^l  t*  <?ccwf?d;  that  tjie.  r^u^ 
for  this  delay  were,  as  I  was  repeatedly  told^  zr~~''' 


\ion  01)  t]^  part  0/  tHe  9^^S^,MO.^rninent  toliftpi  Ip.^pvi- 
6>;uible  prppbfailf  mad|^  by  j^  M^jeHy ;  ^u^  t^  ^^^HE  ^^ 
(»y  their  ^t^g^gtspitaxfi  witA  tl^e  court  of  ^^fvirid  and  tSf  ^^ 
Y>an  l^epubliCK*  and  vfifl^g  to  tr!^t  their  •^^  y^(!^  «B^  ««»> 
44erath9»>,  i*<Jy  wer<?  *pfiw«  of  ^onJTuUij^  ^'tJ^^^'i'^^^ 
(9  :iny  pofi^ve  d^i^Ianratioi^  ^^d  ol^paining  -  900^  tJ^eq^^n.  ^m^ 
lary  rjpUafe;  fc^lB.  th^j*  e^g^enxe^ts  fu^wijMj  t^  jkv^^ 
{rencH  FJef]UppteAMH^'l^«re,(o  a,dfmt  the.  bafi^  tUsMf^^e^lM 
tfta^Ui!ie4  ^M  to  ground  pn,  ij;  all  f^uuci  ^ij^^Wqpy  iriak 
a^ght  ;^rift  in  tbe  courfe/of  ih^  ^f<^oqation^  cl^ic  £|  )f  M 
read.over  th^.  papers  l^f^  U|KU)ubtedIx/ V.  1^^  P,9flf999&  (y^ 
predecefTofSi  h<  w^vh^^  fod.  ^lvi(  I,  Ib^eji  to  be  ibric^T  tai^i^ 
th4<  of^coprtfe  iv  Wild  j^  bftd^ipul^  to.  ^ccgnrnt;^  oQ^lf^ 
jrize,  whf5i\,  afti^r  bfti^g  tpM  tlw^  h?  anAhi^cflJl^ac  wfKH 
t^k]e  up^thi?.N^gotiati(^pr^ife]^«W^r^they  f4t%uji4Uj  iip(i 

becaj^e.  icvidcjj^th^  ij  ^u  to  b^  fluiiR  badi;  to.  t^ .       

fr<>m  which  >^e  flirted,  a;>d  flung  ba^cfe  ini  a^  w|iy  wJn 
to  tj^r^ten  4  ?W?«WiOP  very  4if^re;it  fi:Qif»  thfl(  ^^  ^c^ 
'  j;^al|  qo(  auqilft  tp  follow  the  Frsi^hjdimfyf:,  ^^^ra^^dl 


YPry.<?Jaboi»^<?.5»ioei:taii4yaljfe(p^ecbl|^ip^  _ 

ai, vwy  tfl.<5«dyi»<te  nv?  tjwt  x\k^  ^quiry  iQto.t^e, ^tncjlf  >• 
^U-powers  was  ^q.  jbjq^ge^.  prooC  tl^e  I>M:^c;tqrir  90^14  wii 
of  thw  pacifick  i^oM^mf  and  this  fl\Qrtefl^rpiful  tb^jr  cp^^ 
tp.  accomptflk  tta  dciterf:  epd,  J^  was.la  osfy^,  ^.KV.  •Wfl 
tP  the  N-cgptiftMn,  {flajiifr  was  hi?  .w.oirffc  V^,V\J9SI!iB^4 
fta^fitJDg,  t^A(;  thjtt.  demand  was  n»fle  iCx  fpea£p?L%i  wh 
i{it]ii|ated  to  ipi^y  ^s^t  it  was  ix^poi&ble  t^  the  Pjii^tyif^  ^Ir 
ceed  till  a  full  and  fatisfac«^ry  anTwer  h^^e^  gp[|;n,t<|^%i  I 
io.ten4^p^  h^jat  httPj  b)Cftying,thqir,niaijnj?r9f.4ig^i^ja|i3p^^ 
to  me  c^lf iflatjscl  (0  decide^  ^e  Negot]9tiofi;at  Quce,  ]$Q|,Tc|fpM 
activity",  fiii€5c  jtlinuft  bjj^  known,  I  cojil4:iflt  Jl#v^,BOiW»¥ 
tjie  defcl-iption.  he  alh&fUxi  tof  and  ex«9|.fttppoi$K  X  W4i  ^ 
admit,ciQg  it  wo^4ibf  in  fa^  ndt^eg^:i«pre  np^^^tkua  a  CQp: 
pl^aj  avowaV  ^f  t]^  priiwipj©  itfclf,  iRhicJi  ^nfic  Jlg^qiA.% 
ijotKing  ^o^3^^  *t  Jtft-,ii<|  v^oti^cahonu  Tbf^^;  ^(Mp.4t 
;«r//ift»/ijy,  iptcfpKjfed.  here*  by  iayifl^fi,^  /^.«i^?^  «lir.  4t4 

ffr  if^rt^.  ^ifififi^^   I  f«dr  eypflr  ^orjil  1^^  ftw^  iK^fOh 
frnt  freib  diftcultie«»    WJUiQttt  i^j>lyi^  toi9(i/iirj$!>f-#atf^ 

*  *     MuHk 
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Kiijter  Wtet  on  by  widearourii^  to  prbve,  that  the  avowaf 
m  haviig  powers  to  A  cerpiii  extent^  did  not  imply  the  ncce- 
4ty  of  excrcififlg  thcin;  that  it  was  the  avowal  alone  for  which 
they  cbiiteiided,  in  order  td  dcterinine .  at  once  the  form  th* 
^egiitlatioji  42i\6  take ;  that  ^he  iipte,  anil  the  tim<  prescribed' 
in  It;  were  in  confequencc  of  tie  nioft  pofitivc  orders  from  th^ 
WrcSbty?  ani  Ihat  if  I  dtcvr  from  it  a  conclafion  diftrcntf 
ftom  tKe  affnratices  they  had  made  me  in  thie  namet)f  th^  Di« 
rectory;  I  ^i  n6t  make  the  true  Inference.  I  replied,  that,  il* 
'  ihoiij^h  the  prefciibinr  the  da^  on  which  the  i^ileftipn  was  pit; 
to  nie  as  the  term  withiii  Whitn  I  was  to  give  my  ^nfwer  to  it» 
i^as  both  a  vefy  iifiufuaf  and  abrnpt  mode  of  procee^g,  yet  as^ 
4  day  was  mtich  more  CKan^fiifficient'fot  the  purpore,  I  fliould 
ferbear  inaking^  any  paiticdar  reiiiark  on  this  citcumftance; 
That  as  tb  the  ini^reiice  to  be  drtfwn  froiii  the  pofltive  manner 
in  whitK  they  appeared  to  maintain'  the  qneftion  |>tft  to  me,,  t 
really  c'onl^  no(  make  it  di^erent  (torn  that  t  had  already  ex- ^ 
prefTed: /That  the  revering;  ifter  ah- interval  of  two  months^ 
to  a  qdelHo'n  already  aiifwered^  and  which  qneflion  involved  the 
fate  of  the  negotiation,  certainfy  eould  liot  be  coniidered  as 
wearing  a  very  conclKatory  appearance  r  That  in  regard  to  my 
anlWer^  it  co^ld  not  be  different  from  thkc  I  had  given-before : 
That  my  fttlj  powers,  \ifhich  Were  in  their  hands,  were  as  extcn- 
five  as  any  cmild  be,  and  it  did  not  depend  on  me  to  give  them  . 
m6re  or  lefs  latitude;  but  that  in  fa^  their  qneilion  went  not  to 
the  c)?teilt  of  my  full  powers,  but  to  rcqiiire  of  me  td  declare 
the  nature  of  my  ihll:ru6tionsj  and  on  this  |^oint  the]^  cert;ainly 
would  forgive  me  if  I  did  ndf  fpeak^  out  oil  fuch  time  as  iHi 
chrcafiiftances  of  the  negotiation  called  upon  me  to  do  it. 

ihi  firineh  MiHiftir  Hioyt  to  prove  to  me,  what  he  ha<f 
before  attempted;,  that  the  clarhking  a  right  cf  enquiry  into  the 
nalnre  of'die  difcretionary  authority  confided  in  a*  minifter,  by 
no  means  impKed  an  iAtention  of  requiring  of  him  to  a£l  up  to 
it  to  its  utmoft  limits.  I  obferved,  if  no  uich  intention  exined^ 
why  ifff&totc  the  enquiry  ?  and  if  if  did  exift,  why  not  fay  fo 
^  At  once  ?— -He  faid,  what  we  now  aik  is  littfe  more*  than  a  matn 
terof  form;  When  you  lave  given  us  your  anfwer,  we  fhal/ 
foilow  it  up  by  another  ftep^  which  we  are  ordered  to  take.  1  faid^ 
my  anfwer  was  given  t^o  months  agoj  that  although  I  was 
ready  X0  gWc  it  them  agaih;  ^n<f  i^  writing,  as  one  to  thei^ 
note,  yet,  as"]  it  could  not  be  different,  I  did  not  fee  why  they^ 
ihonia  not  pro^reed  immediately  to>|he  other  ftep,  by  which  t 
was  told  the  qoeftion  "Was  to  be  followed  up.  It  would,  be 
premature,  ^^mthe  French  Wnifttr ;  but,  in'  drawing  up*  yout 
Enfwer,dd  not  forget  the  force  of  the  arguments  I  have  ufed  Of  i^ 
your  rt^it  to  your  court,  the  aifurances  iwe  have  given  of  the 
€arncft  wifli  of  the  DireAory  to  terminate  the  war. 
I  replied,  -that  1  fBtt  inuHr  maiatarn,"  tm,  ffcAnf  the  aiann^f  in 
ha  whicfc 
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whkk  they  thought  proper  to  defiile  full  powers,  I  coaki  fee  m» 
diilin^ion  between  acknowledging  the  power  and  admittio^  die 
.^principle;  and  that  the 'queftion.it?elir  conld  not  be  put  withaaj 
other  intention — ( Vour  Lordihip  will  obferve»  from  the  fnble^ 
^uent  notes  which  pafled  between  u^    that  I  was  perfefilf 

f  rounded  in  this  aifertion)! — that  in  my  reports^  thcjinfii 
e  fuHy  afTured  I  ihould  ad'i^p  to  that  conciliatory  {piiity  wlucb, 
from  the  earlieft  period  of  the  negotiation,  had  aiMrays  decided 
Vky  conduit;  and  that,  inaufpicious.  as  appearances  were^I  (xr« 
tainlv  would  be  <;areful  not  to  make  th^m  look  Jbo/HU.  At  the 
word  hofliie,  both  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  were  moft  warn 
in  their  proteftations,  that  nothings  CQuld  be.  lefs  toi  that  the 
idea  of  the  negotiation  breaking  ofP  w^  as  far  &oiit  their 
thought^  as  from  their  wifhes.  I  faidjt^at  although  I  lieaid 
this  with  pleafure^  yet  I  could  not  avoid  adverting  to  faft$»  aad 
that,  >yhen  inftead  of  an  anfwer,  and  U^e  favou/ahI«  aafvcr 
which  I  had  every  reaiQQ  to  exped>  I  received  only  the  repeti- 
tion of  a  (Remand,  which  hadheen  already  fatisfied  two  moatic 
ago;  I  certainly ^ould  not  think  thisago<Ki  omei|.  If  it  .did  aot 
bode  an  immediate  rupture  0/  the  Treaty,  it  aiTuredlv  did  not  aa^ 
nounce  a  near  and  fnccefsful  termination  of  it.  1he^iw!r^Ktmtimd 
^Unifier  perMed  I  was  mifiaken ;  that  the  bviineis  would  pnd  fpcc- 
dilyi  that  fpeed  was  their  wifh,  and  fpeed  with  peace  for  its  pbjcd. 

0^  breaking  up  our  conference,  I  faid,  that  I  took  i^  for 
granted  we  ihould  meet  again  at  the  ufual  honr,  on  Sunday,  fir 
laid,  that  it  perhaps  might  not  be  aecefiary,  but  that  they  cer- 
tainly would  let  me  know  in  time;  and  this  conveyed  to  me  th^ 
£rft  idea  of  what  has  fmce  taken  pl^ce. 

I  inciofe  your  Lordihip  the  note  A,  I  received  in  this  confer 
rence  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  and  the  anfwer  B,  whkl 
I  made  to  it  ye^erday  morning  at  10  A.  M. 

At  6  P.  M.  the  note  C  was  tranfmitted  to  me;  to  which  at  S 
^.  M.  I  returned  the  ^nwer  D,  by  Mr.  Rofs,  whom  I  fent  a 
order  that  he  migh(  bring  me  the  Paflports  I  affced  for ;  bat  at 
a  quarter  before  10  P.  M.  M.  Bcrche,  Secretary  of  the  Frenck 
Legation,  delivered  to  me  the  paper  nurked  E ;  and  this  mora- 
ing  at  9  A.  M.  I  replied  by  the  note  F,  which  immediately  pro- 
duced that  iparked  G, 

The  notes  fent  me  by  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  fpeak  for 
themfelves;  and  it  is  unneceilary  to  enter  mtp  any  reH^^tioB  oa 
them*  I  am  willing  to  hopeAthat  the  anfwers  I  have  maide  were 
inch  as  became:  the  Aty^ttipn  in  which  I  fland,  the  importance  of 
the  caufe  intruded  to  me^i  and  the  Heady  but  temperate  condnd 
which  the  fpirit  of  my  inftnjflions  injoin  me  to  hold. 

It  was  my  wifli  to  give  every  opening  to  the  Freneh  Plenipo- 
tentiaries to  recall  the  violent  ftep  they  had  tahen^  and,  if  pofc 
fiblc,  to  convince  them  of  its  extreme  impropriety.  And  it  was 
with  this  viewf  and  with  a  mofi  anxious  de£re  not  to  exciaae  all 

hope 
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liope  of  the  reftoration  of  peace,  that  I  determinsd  o(i  &ggeilii^ 
the  idea  of  our  meeting  once  more  before  I  left  Lille. 

This  meeting  took  place  to^ayat  noon  :  I  opened  it  by  ob- 
£erving,  that  the  feveraJ  notes  they  had  receivea  from  lae  fince 
the  prjeceding  evening  had  been  too  expreHiye  of  the  fiirprize  fi 
felt  at  the  meafure  the  Diredlorv  had  thought  proper  to  ^dop^ 
to  make  it  n^ceifary  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  it  in  this  conference.; 
and  indeed  my  ible  motive  for  fuggeSing  that  it  might  be  for 
our  mutual  fatisfa^tion  that  it  fhould  be  held,  was,  becaufe  thk 
meafure  appeared  to  me  to  be  jp  fuch  dired  contradiction  to  the 

.,  Tery  flrong  afiurances  I  had  fo  conftantly  and  rcpesiUdly  heard 
from  them,  and  to  the  paciiick  intentions  with  which  they  decla- 
red they  were  fent,  that  it  was  my  earnefl  wi'fh  (before  I  conildo- 
rcd  their  condudl  as  forcing  me  to  a  ftep  which  mud  fo.  material- 
ly affe&Aefufcefs  of  the  Negotiation),  to  beperfedly  certaia 
that  I  underwood  clearly  and  diilindly  the  precife  jneaning  of 
their  official  notes.  On  their  admitting  that  nothing .  could  be 
inore  reafonable  than  that  I  Hiould,  on  ^  important  a  point*  re- 
quire  explanation,  or  more  fatisfaddry  to  them  than  to  give  it  me 
(as  far  as  lay  in  their  power)  1  proceeded  bv  faying,  that  it  ap- 
peared to  me  that  I  was  called  upon  to  produce  immediately  my 
JuII  powers,  or  rather  my  inflrudions,  (for  however  diiircrcnt  thefe 
were  In  themfelves,  in  their  demand  theyfeemedconllantlybieni- 
ded),  and  that  if  either  Irefufed  to  cpnfent  to  this»  or  if  on 
confeQting  to  it,  it  was  found  that  I  was  not  author! fed  to  treat 

'  on  thfi  principle  they  laid  down,  I  was  then  in  the  fpace  of  twen* 
%y  four  hours  tp  leave  Lille, 'and  return  to  my  Court ;  aud  that  £ 
was  requifed  to  obtain  full  authority  to  admit  this  principle,  if 
it  was  wiflie4  the  negotiation  ^ould  proceed.  This  I  (aid  ap- 
peared to  me  tp^be  the  evident  fcnfe  of  the  notes,  and  I  begged 
tcknow  whether!  had  mistaken  it  or  not.  One  of  the  French  Pit* 
Mif&tentiariij  ftid,  '*  You  have  understood  it  exaSly  ;  I  hope  you 
*'  equally  understand  the  intention  of  the  French  Government* 
'*  which  is  to  accelerate  p^ace  by  removing  every  obstacle  which, 
^'  stands  in  its  way/' 

I  replied,  that  having  now  no  dpubt  left  on  my  mind  as  to 
their  exafl  meaning,  and  being  quite  fure  notwithftinding .  the 
obfervation  they  made,  que  fa^veus  fnifi  la  veritable  intention  dt 
leur  notet  it  would,  I  feared,  be  a  \^ty  unprofitable*  employment 
of  our  time  to  argue  either  on  the  nature  of  the  principle  they 
announced  as  "di  fine  qua  non^  to  even  a  preliminary  difcuuion,  or 
on  the  extreme  diiEculty  of  reconciling  the  peremptory  demand 
with  which  ^hey  opened  their  mifTion,  to  the  pacifick  profefTiont 
tjiat  accompanied  it;  that  if  they  were  determined  to  perfift  in 
this  demand,  it  was  much  better  to  avoid  all  ufelefs  altercation; 
;Ajid  nothing  in  that  cafe  remaintd  for  me  to  do,  but  to  a(k  for 
iny  ga/Tports^  and  to  fignify  to  them  my  intention  of  leaving 
^     "  France 


France  *t  an  tzxif  hour  tEc  next  momin?.^  '^^^t  KiA,  9ff 
had  their  hands  tied  by  an  Arrete  of  the  Utt^Ctoty,  adi!  vm 
bound  to  obfervH  the  coxMibd  they  had  followed  by  tYtc  s^ 
positive  orders;  and  atthbugh  we  remained^tbg^tliet  /omr  tlac 
longer^  not  A  hint  dropped  Qroai  thfem  exprefive  oF  a  wift  tbSt 
inltead  of  going  myielf  for .  new  initru^Uons,  1  ftoold  a^ 
write  for  them  by  a  meflenger,  or  obtain  them  by  fenSii^  a 
fingiand  one  ctf  the  gentlemen  who  are  with. me.  1  eiid^v6m 
by  every  indireft  means  to  foggeft  to  them  the  necdSty  of.zAtf- 
ing  foBi^  fttch  ihodification,  if  they  xheant  that  their  willies  .fef 
peace, ^xn  the  expreffipii  of  which  they  wete  thi^  mm&ig  stte 
eager  than  ever,  ihould  meet  #itfithe  flfghteli  degree  6fctt&i 
I  again  broaght  to  their  recolle^ion  that.  I  was  aniEonzedfo 
receire  any  propofal,  atty  Cdvtre  Prajet  they  tended  16  Mik,  jin 
that  they  muft  be  avrare  that  it  was  not  poflible  for  me  tb  atf 
,t he  orders  I  had  received,  or  to  afiume  an  anthoiity  witli  ^fiH 
I  was  not  invcfted.  I  dwelt  particularly  and  repeated}  f  On  fl} 
being  competent  to  take  any  thi^g  they  (aid  for  reference:  fa 
this  availed  nothing,  Except  drawing  froni  One  of  fJ^cm  si  tctasii^ 
that  th&  fall  powers  which  authorized  a  mimfler  to  Hear  p^ 
pofals,  were  widely  diiierent  from  thofe  which  WGfuld  enslile 
him  to  accede  to  them ;  and  that  it  waj  fach  full  powers  tlc&^ 
Dircftory  required  me  to  foHcit. 

An  cafy^anfwcr  prefented  itfelf  to  this  mode  of  reafbnhig;  ht 
7  faw  no  advantage  to  be  derived  frotff  prolonging:  a  coovcnt- 
tion,  which,  after  the  positive  declaration  they  had  made,  ceil 
lead  to  nothing:  I. therefore  ended  the  conference  By  decb:iiD{ 
my  refolution  to  begin  my  journey  at  a  very  early  }i6\XT  tjie  titti 
morning,  and-.by  faving,  that  immediately  on  my  arrival  a 
Ejigland  I  wpold  mafcc  an  rxaft  report  q(  every  t&ing  liai  hi 
paiTed  iiitce  their  arrival.  ^..      .     ., 

I  truf^,  my  lordy  I  ftiaH  not  incur  cenfiire  for  haying  d^iael 
to  offer  in  distinA  terms  to  wait  atLifle  till  I  conld  Itljow  \bs 
Majefty's  pleafure  on  the  peremptory  propofal  made  to  me:  B^ 
when  I  coniidered  the  najure  of  the  propofal  itfelf,  the  avowil 
tSat  this  f-MouU mt  ftr  the  lafi^  nor  pernaps  the  rn'oS.  hnniifiatifig, 
condition  required  of  us,  and  the  impciTons  flylc  with  which  I 
was  enjoined  to*  depart  in  twenty-four  hours,  it  was  utterly  is- 
poflible  for  me  to  aiTume  a  language  or  affc£i  a  manner  ^ 
could  be  interpreted  into  folicitation  or  entreaty:  I  felt  my^f 
called.upon  to  treat  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  proceeditt 
with  calmnefs  and  temper;  and  notwithilanding  the  deep  2m 
poignant  concern  I  mutt  feel  at  an  event  which  I  fear  will  n^ 
jnove  all  probability  of  an  immediate  pacification,  I  trizft  dBatia 
the  expreflion  of  this  fentiment  I  have  not  uied  a  langoage  uohe^ 
coming  thecharaAcr  with  which  I  am  invested,  or  die  greamHl 

.    i  4 


^    ^{  the  fbyerdlgii  wi^ovnxrr  whqfe  di^;^>tx'ti|d'iAterest»irii  m^ 
^     f  xiqjju^  dMt;^  to  coj^iuh  ^a  to  maW 

•  '  * if  htavc  tlic  honour  to  be 

•  '        -    wit)i£reatxefp«A>alyli>|dr 

::     ^     ^  yoarlordihu>Vinofto|)e4i«iif 

i     '     '  huinbln  rcrvantf 

(Signed)  MAIMUBVKV^ 

t'    ['  SLlgli^.^csyMif^lLle  Lqrd  GreBviMc. 

;    ^Xo.  ^.*  A. j|        Note  foMA  thePrcnch  Ple^potentiants  to  I^ord' 
j      *'  Nblmefbu^y. 

.  TRANSLATJtQN- 

£     .  T¥it  Qj^brfieo^  Miniftexs  Pleiupoteiid|iriei.«f  the  French  Rc« 

^  -  SS»]l^^^k«  ^imwffi<iwi  .to.  treat  of  peacis  widt  Eaglaud,  have 

the  honour  to  aflure  lord  Mabneibory*  Miaiftet  Blenipotentsarjp 

r     ^hiii  IkiiUMwick  M)ijefty>  that  the  Fjocack  Goverament  wiflica 

3    05  Aa^imly^  A^  fcongly  aj  evev*  a  peace»  defired  by  the  two.na- 

;     tions :  But,  unable  to  conclude  any  other  peace  than  fuch  a  ona 

t     ^^i^.  (WiAid  PA  the  Law^  and  on,  the  Treaties  which  bind  the 

French  Republick,  |»er(^ded  that,  ta  arrive  at  -this  end*  it  is 

«     neceiTary  to  explain  itfelf  with  entire  frank&efr,  acnd  deiiroiis  of 

!     giving  to  the  Negotiation  the  greateft  rapidity,  the  Executive 

OiDC&tty  ha$.  exp'cefUy  daigtS  the  liaderfigned  ta  demand  of 

i    lord  Malmeflmrv,  whracc  he  had  iufioient  powers  for  re^oring^ 

[     in  the. Treat j^  which  inay  be. concluded*  ta  the  Prenoh  Republick 

;     and  to  it9  allies*  all  the  pofleffioiis  which,  fince  the  beginliiinj^Qf 

cj^war*  harepifled  into  the  haadftctfthe-Ei^lUh* 

ThA  andrrfignrd  are, equally  charged  by  the  Executive  Di^* 

r     rcdory.t^.demamd  &om  lord-  MaltneibUry  an  anfMrer  in  the  cooriii 

ottthc  day-    They  teqjaeSL  him  to  accept  (he  afKuKancefr  of  their 

Jiig&  con£deration«  •    ' 

^  (amied)       TftElOiARd 

BONNffilU 
'    Lil|e,  29.Fradidor, 
jth  yea£  of  the  RepuUick. 
(Sept.  15,  I797-)'* 

By  tho  Miiiiften  PteDipioteiitiaiy  of  die 
Frei^h  Republick^  the  Sec.  Gtn. 
D£RCMB. 

ChTcu  itt:.  B, )  Not^  ftom  Lprd  Mal^^wry  ta  the  ISftni^Jb 

Plejijipo^nfi^Jw!!,. 

Tab  ttntfeWf^ned  Min^  Plenipotentiary  .of  his  Brit^ni^jc. 
Mi^cfty  receives  witn  great  fatisfa&ijt>n  the  exprefllon  of  tl^e  fi{i*% 
cere  deu're,  for  peace,  which  the  MiniAers  Plenipotentiaries  of 
the  French  Repu)>]ick  announced  to  him  yefterday  in  the  name, 
«/  their  Government.    He  hat  the  honour  to  aflure  them  that 

the 


the  itktg  his  mailef  is  aniinated  with  the  fame  de&re,  ^nd  %££ 
nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  pat  an  end  to  the  caiamitief  of 
the  war. 

With  regard  to  the  qiteftion  which  the  Miniiten  Plettipotea^ 
tiary  of  the  French  Republkk  addrefied  to  lord  Malwcflwry^ 
concerning  the  extent  ef  his  full  powers,  he  Codiders  himfeif  as 
having  already  given  the'inoft  unec^uivOcal  anfwer  upon  tUi 
fubje£t«  in  the  two  notes  which  be  delivered  to  their  predecefiibfB 
ma  the  ^jth  and  24th  of  Tuljr.  ^  ^ 

However,  to  avoid  all  mifunderflanding,  he  renews  Ae  de- 
claration, which  he  made  yeflerday;  that  is  to  fay,  tliat  he 
neither  can  nor  ought- to  treat  upon  any  other  principle  than 
that  of  compehfations;  a  principle  which  has  been  formally  te- 
cognized  as  the  ba^  of  a  Treaty  equally  ^lA,  hooourablej  ni 
advantageoits  to  the  two  powers. 

Loxd  Mafanefbory  reqnefb  the  Mimfters  t'fenipotentiary  of  due 
French  R^ublick  to  accept  the  afltirances  of  lus  high  cooSda* 
stion«        • ' 

(Signed)  MALliiESBURy. 

liiLe,  Saturday,  16th  September  ijgjg 
10  A,  M.     * 

|No*  45.'  C.)  Note  from  tfadPrenci  nenJpotenGtiieii  to 

jLord  Malmefliury^ 

,     ,     TRANSLATION. 

ThS  Minifters  Pknipotentiaries  of' the  French  Repablick# 
ftonuaiffioned  to  tveat  of  peace  with  England,  have  tbiDr  honour 
90  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  the  smfwer  of  lord  MalmefbaiT 
to  thf  note  which  was  prelented  to  him  in  the  conference  of  yen 
trrday. 

it  appears  ftom  this  anfwer,  zx\i  from  the  two  notes  of  the 

■  15th  and  z4th  of  July,  to  which  it  refers,  that  lord  MalmeflrarY 

has  not  powers  for  agreeing  to  the  reHitution'of  all  the  polef- 

£ons  which  his  Britannick  Majefty  occnpies,  whether  from  the 

French  Republick»  or  from  its  Allies. 

.^  ^confequence,  while  they  re-it^ratcL  to  Lord  Malmesbory  the 
aK>fi  pofttive  aflurances  of  the  fentiipents  of  the  French  Govern^ 
iq:ient,  the  underfigned  apprize  him  of  a  decree  of  the  Executive 
Kreotory,  which  fignifies  that,  in  cafe  lord  Malmesburjr  ihall 
declare  himMf  jiet  to  have  the  neceiTary  powers  for  amesng*  t0 
all  the  reiitutioU5  which  the  Laws  and  the  Treaties  wliich  hind 
the  French  Republick,  make  indi(peniab)^,  he  ihall  be  to  re- 
tttm»  in  four«and-twenty  hours  to  his  courts  to  afc  for  (uffidcnt 
powers.  Lord  Milmsbury  can  fee  in  this  determination  of  the 
£xecntive  Directory  nothing  elfe  than  an  intentioAta  haflen  the 
moment  whe^^he  Negotiation  may  be  followed  up  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  fpeedy  conciuiloii* 

The 
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Tlic  iMiniftcr^  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Rcpublick  re-  ^ 
qucft  lord  Malmesbury  to  accept  the  a£urance5  of  their  high 
cpniidcration. 

(Signed)        TREILHARD. 
BONNlfeR. 
Lille,  30  Fruftidor, 
5th  year  of  the  Republick.  -  ' 

(Sept.  16,  1797.)  ®y  ^^^  Minifters  Plenipotentiaries, 

the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation, 
DERCHE. 

(No-  46.  D.)'  Note  from  Lord  Malmcfbury  to  tlic 

.   ^  French  Plenipotentiaries,    - 

TRANSLATION. 

Tne  undcrfigned  Miniller  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick 
Majefty  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note 
of  this  day,  which  has  been  fent  him  by  the  Miniflers  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  Republick. 

Whatever  regret  he  may  experience  at  feeing  the  hope  of  a 
ipecdy  coociliation  thus  deflroyed,  he  can  return  no  other  anfvter 
to  a  refufal  fo  abfolute  to  continue  the  negotiation  on  grounds 
which  appeared  to  have  been  already  agreed  upon,  than  by  de- 
numding  the  neceflary  paffports  for  him^If  an^  his  fulte,  in  or- 
der that  they  may  fet  off  within  the  four-and-twenty  hours,  and 
retarn  immediately  to  England. 

He  requells  the  Miniflers  •  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 
publick to  accept  the  aifurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  .     MALMESBURY. 

Lifle,  Saturday,  1 6th  September  8,  P.  M. 

(No,  47.  E.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  to 

Lord  Malme/bury . 

TRANSLATION. 

The  underfigned  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  ths  French  Re- 
publick, commiflioned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have 
the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  lord  Malmelbury's  an» 
fwer  to  the  note  which  they  addreficd  him  this  day. 

They  think  it  right  to  obi^rve  to  him,  that  he  does  not  ap- 
pear to  IWive  feized  the  real  meaning  of  their  note;  that  it  by  no 
means  contains  a  refufal  to  continue  the  negotiations,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  means  for.  giving  them  activity,  and  for  following 
them  up  with  fuccefs,  no  lefs  deiirable  to  the  two  nations,  than 
it  would  be  flattering  to  the  ndniilers  charged  with  the  conduct 
pf  them. 

The  French  Government  is  fo  far  from  entertaining  th/5  intca-' 
tiona  which  the  note  of  lord  Malmeibury  appears  to  impute  t6 

Appe'n.  Vol.  I.  1797.  i  theia 
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them>  that  the  MiniHers  Pleoipocentiary  of  the  French  Rcpahidb 
have  received  no  orders  to  quite  Lifie,  after  the  departure  of  tic 
Mijiifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  fiiitannick  Majefty. 

The  Miniflers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repal>]jck  ir- 
queft  lord  Mahnefb*jry  to  accept  the  aflarances  of  tbcir  Idgk 
coniideration. 

(Signed)        TREIUTARD. 
BONNIER. 

By  the  Mini  Iters  PlenipotestiaTj, 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  LegadoB. 
Lille,  30  Frnaidor,  ^th  year  D£RCH£. 

of  the  Frciich  i>^ablick. 
(Sept.  16.   1797.) 

(No.  48.  F.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbnry  to  tie 

French  PknipotCBUarics. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  underfigned  Minifter  Plenipotentiary'  of  his  BHtanakk 
Majefty  has  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  noce 
which  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repirfitkk 
tranfmitted  to  him  yefterday,  thiough  the  hands  of  the  Sccre- 
Cary  General  of  their  Legation.  He  thinks  he  cannot  aafver  it 
better  than  by  fubmitting  to  them  in  his  turn  the  following  ob- 
fcrvations. 

That  having  already  by  his  note,  dated  July  24*  aiad  ia 
obedience  to  the  exprefs  orders  of  his  Court,  given  an  asfwcr 
to  the  qucftion  which  is  now  fo  unexpededly  renewed,  n  quef- 
tion,  that  in  appearance  relates  folely  to  the  limits  of  his  fi3 
powers,  (which  are  in  the  moft  ample  form),  but  which  does  it 
fad  require  a  d 'claration  of  the  whole  extent  of  hb  inftmfiiou; 
and  not  being  authorized  to  quit  the  place  of  his  deftifuitifla 
without  the  exprefs  6rders  of  the  King  his  mafter,  in  any  caie 
except  that  of  the  rupture  of  the  negotiation;  he  conld  oK 
help  coniiderin?  a  note  enjoining  him,  in  confequcnce  of  a  de- 
cree of  the  Executive  Diredlory,  to  return  to  his  court  in  the 
{pace  of  four -at  :d- twenty  hours,  as  ill  calculated  to  accelerate 
the  concl'jfion  of  p^-ace :  NeveriheleTs  to  anfwer  the  aficrancs 
of  the  AL*uil?rs  Phaipotcntiary  of  the  French  Repnbltck,  aad 
to  t^ftify  his  d ^fire  to  leize  their  real  meaning  with  refped  to 
w/iich  he  ihocld  be  ve-y  iorry  to  d'^ceive  himielf,  he  thinks 
that  it  would  be  more  fuisfadory  to  meet  once  more;  and  if 
the  Min'ft'^rs  Plenipotentiiry  of  the  French  Republick  fhoold 
be  if  *  He  fam**  opinion.  Lord  Malmefbury  would  propofe  that 
this  meeting  fhould  take  place  at  an  earlier  hour  than  ufnal,  i^ 
order  that  he  m^y  have  iinie  to  take  fuch  fteps  as  the  rcfnlt  of 
fhcir  conferences  may  icnder  neceflkry.    He  defires  the  MinN 

iexs 
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iers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  to  accept  xhk 
aflurances  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  MALMESBURY, 

Lille,  Sunday,  Sept.  17,  1797. 

(No.  49.  G.)  Note  from  the  French  Plcmpotcntiarics  to 

Lord  Malnicfbury. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  undcrfigned  Miniilers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Rc- 

Eublick,  commiiConed  to  treat  of  peace  with  England;  have  the 
onour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  note  which  the  Mini- 
ftcr  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majelly  has  tranfmitted  to 
them  this  morning.  Referring  to  the  notes  addrefied  to  lord 
Malmefbury  on  the  29th  and  30th  Prudidor,  and  efpecially  to 
the  firit  of  yefterday,  they  agree  to  the  meeting  which  lord  Mai- 
*  me/bury  appears  to  defire,  and  propofe  the  hour  of  noon. 

They  re<iueft  lord  Malmefbury  to  accept  the  aiTurances  o£ 
their  high  con&deration. 

(Signed)  TREILHARD. 

BONNliiR. 
Lifle,  id  Complementer/ Day, 
5th  Year  of  the  French  Republick. 
(17  Sept.  1797.) 

By  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary, 
the  Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Legation, 

.  DERCHE. 

<No,  59.)     Dilpatch  from  Lord  (irenville  to  Lord  MalmefbUry, 
dated  Downing  Street,  Sept.  22,-  1797. 

MyXord, 

1  Have  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  his  Majeily  your 
lordfhlp's  difpatches,  in  which  you  have  given  an  account  of 
the  extraordinary  condudl  of  the  new  Plenipotentiaries  of 
tbc  French  Republick,  of  the  anfwers  given  by  your  |lordihip 
to  their  uujuftifiable  demand,  and  of  your  confequent  departure 
from  Lifle, 

J  have  the  fatisfadlion  to  be  able  to  afTare  your  lordfhip  that 
his  Majefly  has  been  pleafed  to  exprefs  his  entire  approbation  of 
your  lordihip's  judicious  and  temperate  condud  in  the  unpre- 
cedented fltuation  in  which  you  were  placed,  and  of  the  man- 
ner  in  which  you  expreffed  yourfelf,  both  in  your  official  note?, 
and  in  your  converfations  with  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  as 
'well  as  of  that  in  which  you  have  conduced  yourfelf  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  Negotiation,  which  feems  too  likely  to  b^ 
now  brought  to  its  dofc. 

i  2  M 
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As  it  appears,  however,  that  fome  further  anfwer  vS  pra^ 
tly  b?  expefted  by  the  French  Govenmient  to  tlior  l^te  mat- 
ordinary  demand,  notwithftanding  the  full  and  coBClafive  icfif 
given  in  your  lordfiiip's  notes,  I  have  received  the  Kind's  cob- 
niands  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  inclofed  draft  of  a  noce»  vkidi  k 
Is  his  Majefty's  pleafure  that  yoar  lordihip  (honld  tranlmit  toxhr 
plenipotentiarres  at  Liile,  by  a  mefienger  whom  I  fliall  direfi  m 
be  in  readinefs  for  that  parpiofe. 

(Sgned)  GRENVnjLE- 

Ivj^ht  Hocoorable  Lord  MalmefbDr}*. 

(>  0.  51.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmtthnrx  to  the  Ftemdk 

Plenipotentiaries. 

TRANSLATIC^I. 

*  Th  e  underti^ned  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Bkitaiok^ 
MajeHy  ha^  rendered  to  his  court  a  faithful  account  of  the  cv- 
cumftanGcs  that  have  interrupted  the  cxerciieof  thofe  i 
iun^ops  \v  liich  his  MajeRy  had  been  pleafed  to  cnontt  to 
His  majeiby  has  dei^^ed  to  honour  with  his  entire  approbattK 
the  anhvcrs  which  the  underiigned  has  already  made  to  the  ex- 
traordinary and  unexpeded  demands  which  xhp  new  plenmoieft- 
tiaries  of  the  French  Republick  addrefied  to  him  tmHfc#ttl»i«4i 
iipcn  their  arrival  at  Lifle.    • 

l>ut  in  order  to  leave  no  doubt  refpe^ng  the  natnre  and  oh- 
T'^ct  of  this  demand,  the  underiigned  has  been  exprdsly  ordezcd 
10  declare,  in  th?  ri;ime  of  his  court, 

.1.  That  the  full  powers  with  which  his  Majcfty  had  thosgk 
proper  to  furniih  h'.m  for  negotiating  and  concluding  a  Treair 
of  peace,  ace  conceived  and  cxpreffed  in  the  moft  ample  formp 
aurhonzing  the  underiigned  fully,  and  without  referve,  to  £ga 
nny  Treaty  upon  which  he  might  agree  with  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, whatever  its  natur.e  or  conditions  might  be  ;  confeim- 
ing  h^nfeif  in  all  cafes  to  the  initrudions  which  he  might  receiTt 
from  his  court, 

2.  That  thefe  fuH  powers  have  l^en  received  and  recognized 
S.S  fufficient,  as  well  by  the'  plenipotentiaries  with  whom  he  hts 
hitherto  treated,  as  by  the  Direfiory  themfelves,  and  that  there 
io  confequently  no  room  for  any  new  difcufEon  upon  a  lubjed 
which  has  already  been  clofed  by  common  agreement,  and 
which  moreover  is  not  liable  to  any  doubt  or  difficulty  whatever; 
every  ihJng  which  has  been  done  hitherto  upon  this  fubjed,  be- 
ing^ entirelv  conformable  to  cuiloms  long  eftabli(hed  and  recog- 
nized by  afl  the  nations  of  Europe. 

J.  That  the  demand  of  the  Diredory  therefore,  in  reiiitT, 
refers  not  to  the  full  powers  of  the  underiigned,  bat  to  the  ex- 
tent of  his  in{lfo^ons>  of  which  the  Diredory  co&ld  not,  onder 
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moy  circumftances,  require  anv^^^emmunicatlon,  farther  than  as 
the  underfiened  himfeif  might  judge  fuch  a  communication  con- 
ducive to  tne  fuccefs  of  the  negotiation;  and  that  very  far  from 
being  in  a  fituatipn  to  he  called  upon  for  any  new  explanations 
whatever,  the  undcrfigned  had  every  reafon  to  cxpeft,  from  the 
repeated  communications  which  had  been  made  to  him  by  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  that  he  fhoiild  immediately  receivea 
Contre  Projet,  of  a  nature  to  facilitate  the  farther  progrefs  of 
the  Negotiation  which  had  been  fufpended  for  more  than  twe 
months. 

4.  That  the  court  of  London  had  good  reafon  to  be  ilill  more 
aftonifhcd  at  the  fubftance  of  the  new  demand  made  to  the  wd- 
derfigned;  a  demand  relating  to  Preliminary  Conditions  whick 
had  already  been  rejcfted  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  Ne- 
gotiation»  and  from  which  the  French  Plenipotentiaries  had  in 
eiFed  departed,  by  a  formal  notification  of  the  meafurei  which 
the  Directory  were  in  confequ^nce  taking  for  the  purpofe  of 
coming  to  fome  arrangement  with  their  Allies. 

5.  That  it  is  therefore  only  by  confenting  to  treat  upon  the 
bafis  of  the  Projec|,  det#uled  with  fo  much  opennefs,  which  was 
prefented  by  the  underfigned  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  at  Lifle, 
or  by  returning  a  Contre  Projet  of  a  conciliatory  nature,  agree* 
ably  to  the  afTurances  which  he  received  fo  lone  ago,  that  it  ap- 
pears pofllble  to  continue  the  Negodation,  which  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries have  fo  ftrongly  afliired  him  that  the  Diredory  did  not 
wiih  to  break  off,  notwitbflandin^  the  meafures  lately  adopted  with 
refped  to  him:  A  meafure which  the  underfigned  forbears  to 
charadlerize,  but  which  could  not  fail  to  produce  in  this  country 
the  impreilion  of  a  dlfpofition  by  no  means  pacifick  on  the  part 
of  the.Diredory. 

The  underfigned  is  direded  to  add,  that  his  Majefty  would 
fee  with  real  regret  the  certainty  of  the  exigence  of  fuch  a  difpo- 
fition,  fo  little  compatible  with  the  ardent  defire  with  which  he 
is  animated  to,reilore  peace  to  the  two  nations;  but  that  if, 
without  having  himfeif  contributed  to  it  oh  his  part,  he  (hould 
again  find  himfeif  under  the  necefiity  of  continuing  the  war,  he 
will  condttft  himfeif  upon  every  Occafion  agreeably  to  the  fame 
principles,  doing  everything  which  can  depend  upon  him  for. the 
.  Te-eftabliihrnent  of  peace,  but  perfifting  to  defend,  with  an  un- 
.  jQiaken  firmnefs,  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  interefts  of 
his  people. 

The  Minifler  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majefty  re- 
quefis  the  MInifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  t« 
accept  the  aHurance  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)        MALMESBURV. 
London, 
the  22d  of  Sept«mbcr  X797. 

(No.  52.) 
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(Ko.  52.)  Note  from  the  French  Plenipotentkria  tm 

'  Lord  MaliheAury. 

TRANSLATION. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republkk, 
commiinoned  to  treat  of  peace  with  England,  have  received  the 
note,  dated  from  London,  which  has  been  brought  to  them  by 
iin  extraordinary  meffenger,  from  lord  Malmefbury.  They  have 
the  honour  to  anfwer  to  him,  that  their  note  of  the  29th  Frac- 
tidor,  to  which  they  refer,  pffc^red  the  double  affurancc  of  the 
fettled  intention  of  the  French  government  to  continue  the  Ne- 
gotiations for  peace,  and  of  its  conftant  determination  not  to 
agree  to  any  other  conditions  than  fuch  as  are  compatible  with 
the  dignity  of  the  French  Republick, 

A  peace,  of  which  the  bails  (Iiould  be  contrary  to  the  latrs,  or 
to  the  engagements  taken  with  its  Allies,  would  ne^'er  fad^ 
the  hopes  of  the  nation.  It  is  a  point  from  which  the  Execntive 
Directory  has  never  departed,  and  upon  which  its  fentimeats 
have  never  varied. 

Lofd  Malmcftury  having  formally  declared  in  his  notes  of  the 
I  jthand  24th  of  July,  and  in  the  laft  inilance  in  that  of  the  17th 
Septeftiber,  that  he  had  not  the  powers  neceffary  for  refJoriaj 
the  Dutch  and  Spanifh  poflTefiions,  occupied  by  the  troops  of  hjs 
Britannic k  Majefty,  the  Executive  Direftory  has  given  a  new 
proof  of  its  opennefs,  and  of  itsdeiire  to  accelerate  the  condu- 
Bon  of  peace,  in  requiring  lord  Malmefbury  to  return  to  his 
court,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  the  authority,  without 
which  he  cannot  conclude ;  a  meafure  rendered  neceffary  by  the 
d3c}aFation  of  the  Mintfter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Ma- 
jefty, and  upon  which  it  is  impoflzble  to  give. a  wrong  impreiioa 
to  any  thinking  and  impftrtial  nund. 

The  Minifter»  Plenipotentiary  of  the*/ French  Republic  rcqnefl 
Lord  Malmeibury  to  accept  the  aiTurances  of  their  high  coobde- 
ration* 

(Signed)        TREILHARD, 
BONNIER. 
Lifle,  4ch  Vendemiare, 

5th  Year  of  the  Republick. 
(Sept.  25,  1797.) 

DERCHE. 

{No,  53..)  Note  from  the  French  Plempotentiariei 

to  Lord  Nfalmefbury. 

TRANSLATION* 

Thh  "Minifters  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Republick, 
charged  to  treat  for  peace  with  England,  have  the  honour  to 

infom 
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inform  lord  Mdmesbury,  that  having  fcnt  a  copy  of  his  kklnote  . 
to  their  Government,  the  Executive  Di/eAory  has  dircded  themv 
to  declare  in  its  name^  that  it  has  never  ceafed  to  wifh  for 
peace;  that  it -gave  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the  fcntiment 
which  animates  it,  when  it  ordered  the  Miniftcrs  Picnipoten- 
tiary  of  the  Republick  to  require  a  categorical  explanation  as 
to  the  powers  given  by  the  Engliih  Government  to  its  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary;  that  this  demand  had,  and  could  have,  no 
other  oh}c€t  but  to  bring  the  NcgotiatioLii  to  a  fpecdy  and  fuc- 
^efsful  iffue : 

That  the  order  given  to  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Rc- 
Bublick  to  remain  at  Lifle  after  the  departure  of  lord  Maimes* 
nury,  is  another  proof  that  the  Direftory  had  defued  and  forc- 
feen  his  return  with  powers  that  ihould  not  be  illoibry,  and  the 
limitation  of  which  (hould  no  longer  be  a  pretext  for  delaying 
the  conclufion  of  peace : 

That  fuch  are  ftill  the  hopes  and  intentions  of  the  Executive 
DireAory,  which  enjoins  the  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Republick  not  to  quite  Liile  till  the  continued  abfepce  of  the 
Negotiator  fhall  no  longer  leave  any  doubt  of  the  intention  of 
Us  Britannick  Majefty  to  break  oiF  all  Negotiation: 

That  confequently  the  25th  Vendcmiare  (i6th  of  Oftobcr 
old  ftyle)  is  the  period  fixed  for  the  recall  of  die  JVIiniflers  Ple- 
nipotentiary of  the  French  Republick,  fuppofmg  that  at  that 
time  the  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic k  Majcftjr 
ihall  not  have  arrived  at  Liile. 

The  Executive  Direftory  will  feel  the  greatcft  regret  that  9, 
reconciliation,  already  twice  attempted,  (hould  not  be  perfe«!led; 
but  its  confcience,  and  the  whole  of  Europe,  will  bear  it'tefti- 
mony,  that  it  is  the  Englifh  Government  alone  that  will  have 
infHifled  the  fcourge  of  war  upoi  the  two  nations. 

The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Republick  en- 
treat the  Miniftei*  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majelly  to 
accept  th^afluranccsof  their  high  confidcration* 

(Signed)  TREILHARD* 

BONNIER. 
Lifle,  loth  Vendemiaire, 

^th  Year  of  the  French  Republick. 
(Oaober  i,  1797.) 

Sec.  Gen.  of  the  Leganon, 
DERCHE. 

(No.  54.)  Note  from  Lord  Malmefbury  to 

the  Fremch  Plenipotentiaries, 

TRANSLATION, 

Tki  onderfigned  having  laid  before  the  King's  Miniftry  the 

note    . 
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note  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  French  Repablick«   is  di- 
rciled  to  obfervc  to  t1iem> 

That  it  is  only  in  confequence  of  the  formal  and  pofidre  is- 
jandiion  of  the  Directory  that  he  quitted  Lifle;  that  his  powen 
were  neither  illufory  nor  limited ;  and  that  nothin?  was  omitted 
on  his  part  to  accelerate  the  Negotiation,  which  nas  been  oslj 
retarded  py  the  delays  of  the  Directory,  and  which  at  this  mo- 
ment is  only  fufpended  by  its^ft. 

With  regard  toi  the  renewal  of  the  conferences,  the  uxider- 
figned  can  only  refer  to  his  lad  note,  where  he  has  explained  witk 
franknefs  and  precifion  the  only  means  which  remain  for  coa- 
tinuing  the  Negotiation;  obferying  at  the  fame  time  that  tk 
King  could  no  longer  treat  in  an  enemy*!  country,  i^-ithoet 
being  certain  that, the  culloms  eflafilifhed  amongft  all  ciriiized 
nations,  with  regard  to  public k  Miniflers,  and  efpeciaily  to 
thofe  charged  to  negotiate  for  the  re-eftabli(hment  of  peace, 
would  be  refpedled  for  the  future  in  the  perfon  of  his  Plenipo- 
tentiary. 

The  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannick  Majcfty  rc- 
queftsthc  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Repafalick  » 
accept  the  affuvance  of  his  high  confideration. 

(Signed)  MALMESBURY, 

London,  5th  Oftobcr  1797. 


ACCOUNT  of  Advances  made  to  Govsrkment    by  the 
Bank,  from  25th  February  to  ift  NoTember  1797. 

^797- 
March  2d  to  9th.     To    the  Lords  Commiflioners  1  £, 

of  his  Majefty's  Treafury,  on  f    250,000 
Exchequer  Bills  -  I 

March  loth         On    Exchequer    Bills    at   3  ^.  -^ 
■  per  Cent,  per  day,  iffuedl 
on  accout  of  Loan  I7Q7,  for  C    ^S*^*^>^* 
jf  1 8,000,000 

Apil  4th  to  1 3th.    On  Do. being  a  Loan  for"j 

£.  600,000,    purfuant   to  a  I 
claureintheAaof37thGeo.  I    599*20o 
IlL  Chap.  45.  Sec  4  J 

All  the  above  fums,  with  mtereft  thereon,  were  paid  the  - 
31ft  July  17977 

Acct.  Gent 
Bank, 

1 0th  November  1 797. 

ACCOL^T 
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ACCOUNT  of  the' Total  AmoontofMoRTCAGfiD  Actions  of 
>  the  fiAHlfof  Vii!VRA>  depofited  in  the  BAi«ric  of  Englakd. 

A  Tin  Box  was  depoiited  at  the  fiank  of  England  on  the  26ik 
September  1794.  by  Me/Trs.  Boyd>  Benfield>  and  Co.  fcaled  bv 
them  and  a  Notary  Public ;  the  latter  of  whom  has  certified* 
that  the  Box  contains  2C  mortgage  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  Vienna, 
amounting  to  one  nullion  £x  hundred  thoufand  florins  each» 
making  together  forty  millions  of  florins,  which  are  eftimated 
at  four  millions  flerling. 

Qn  the  4th  December  I79$»  another  Tin  Box  was  depofited 
by  Meflrs.  hoyd,  Benfield>  and  Co.  which  a  Notary  Public  has 
certified  to  the  Bank>  contains  twenty  mortgage  bonds  of  one 
million  florins  each,  and  one  bond  of  one  million  three  hundred 
and  thirty-t.^ce  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  florins 
twenty  kreutzers,  making  in  all  twenty-one  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty- three  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
torins  and  twenty  kreutzers,  eflimatcd  to  be  equal  in  value  to 
two  millions  one  hundred^md  thirty-three  thoufand  three  bun- 
dled and  thirty-three  pounds  fix  ihillings  and  eight  pence  (ler- 
'  ling. 

JF.  Edwards, 
Acct.  Gen, 
Banic> 
loth  November  1797. 

ACCOUNT  refpeding  Im  f b  it  i  a  l  Stoc ic. 

No  Porchafes  have  been  made  on  account  of  (he  Imperial 
Loan,  towards  its  redemption. 

W.  Edwards, 
Acct.  Gca. 
Bank, 
loth  November  1797. 

REPORT. 

T«i  COMMITTEE  of  SECRECY,  appointed  to  enquire  whe- 
ther it  q^y  be  expedient  further  to  contii^ue  the  Reflridion, 
contained  in  two  Ads  made  in  the  lafl  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment,  refpedine  Payments  in  Cafli  by  the  Bank;   have 
enquired    accordingly,  and  agreed  upon   the  following 
Report;  vix. 
Your  Committee  have,  in  the  firfl  place,  examined  the  total 
amottnt  of  ont-flanding  demands  on  the  Bank  of  England,  and 
of  the  Fundj  for  difcharging.'the  fame];,  and  find,  from  the  ex- 
amiiution  of  the  Governor  and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank, 
and  the  documents  produced  by  them,  th|it  the  total  amount  of 
Appim.  Vol.  I-  1797,  k  out- 
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ottt-ftahding  demands  mi  tkt  Bank,  was»  oil  the'irtb  dij  cf  tfi^ 
inilant  November*  iCiM7^*9>^'  and  that  the  toul  vrnomit  of 
the  funds  for  difcharging  the  fame  (withoat  incloding  the  pre- 
manent  debt  due  m>m  government,  of /ii, 686^800,  which 
bears  an  interefl  of  three  per  cent.)  was>  on  the  (ame  dav, 
£2i,^rS^6o;  leaving  a  balance  of  furplus  in  favoor  of  tie 
Bank  (exclnftve  of  die  aAiove-iuentionea  debt  from  Govern- 
ment) of  iC|,8i9,55o, 

Yo«r  Committee  ne^t  proeeeded  to  examine  the  principal  arfi- 
cles  of  which  the  above-mentioned  fnm  of  j£'2i»4iS^46o,  hojti^ . 
.  the  credit  fide  of  the  account,  is  made  up,  with  a  view  of  af- 
certaining  how  far  the  Bank  might  be'  enabled  torefimie  in  ac-* 
cnflomcd  payments  in  Caih,  in  cafe  the  reftri^on  at  prefent 
fubiiflmg  fhonld  be  removed :  And  your  committee  fiad«  that  the 
advances  to  government  have,  on  the  one  haifd,  been  ib 
much  reduced  I  fxnce  the  25'th  of  Februarv  laft,  as  to  amount^ 
on  the  fa  id  nth  day  of  this  infUnt  Novemoer,  to  no-oiDre  dian 
the  fum  of  /.4,2c8,i40,  whHe  on  the  other  hand,  the  calk  and 
Iiuliion  in  the  Bank  have  increafed  to  an  amount  more  than  6rt 
times  the  value  of  that  ai  wUch  they  ftood  on  the  fame  3^th  of 
February  Ufl,  ?.ni  much  above  that  at  which  they  have  iooA  ar 
time  fmcc  the  beginning  of  September  1795. 

Yotn  Committee  further  find,  that^  the  courfe  of  cxdiange 
with  Hambttrgh  ts,  at  prefent,  unufually  favourable  to  this 
country,  and  that,  froaa-  the  fituation  Of  our  trade,  there  it 
good  ri-afon  to  imagine  it  will  fo  continue,,  unlefs  political  cir- 
cumAanccs.  (houid  occiv  to  afieft  it.  /    ^ 

.Your  Committee  next  proceeded  to  jexamine  the  Governor 
and  Deputy  Governor  of  the  Bank,  as  to  thdr  opinien  of  the 
inconvenience  which  may  have  arHen  from  the  reiriftion  inn 
pofed.  on  the  Bank  from  making  payment  in  cafh,  and  of  the 
expediency  of  continuing  fuch  reflri^ion ;  and  your  Conututm 
fi:\df  that  they  are  not  aware  of  any  fuck  inconventeco,  and 
that  they  are  fupported  in  that  idea,  byJti^QwiBg4kK-tho  Imok 
kits  and  traders  of  London^  who  had  a  right  bjrthe  A6t  4»f  Par- 
liament to  demand  three /ottrths  of  any  depoite  inc:vfli  vhkk 
the^  h^d  made  |n  the  Bank«  of  £.  500  or  upwards,  have  only 
claimed  about  onetfixteeLth :  And  yoar  Committee  find,  thnt  thr 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Bank,  did  on  the  26th  of  Oaober 
1797,  come  to  a  refolution^  a  copy  of  which  is  fnbjotned  to 
this  report. 

Your  Committee  having  further  examined  the  Governor  and 
Deputy  Governor,  as  to  what  mav  be  meant  by  the  political 
circumflanccs  mentioned  in  thAt  refoiution*  iind,  thnt  they  nn- 
derftand  by  them,  the  fhte  of  hofHlity  in  which  the  NatioB  is 
ftiil  involved,  and  particuhrly  fuch  apprehenfions  as  may  be  en- 
tertained of  invafion,  either  in  Irdand  or  this  eoontry,  together 

with 
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lurxth  the  poffibility  there  mzy  be  of  advances  beiiig  to  be  made 
from  thU  country  to  Ixclana  ;  and  that  from  thoie  circumibirtces 
fo  explained^  and  from  the  nature  of  the  war,  and  the  avowed 
purpofe  of  the  enemy  to  attack  this  country  by  means  of  its 
poblkk  credit,  and  to^tilfaref$  tt  iftits  financial  operations,  they 
are  led  to  think  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  continne  the  re- 
ftriJtioa  now  fnbftfting>  with  ike  referve  for  partial  iiTaes  of 
caih,  at  the  difcretion  of  the  &ink>  of  the  nature  of  that  coa^ 
-rained  in  the  preftnt  a£U;  and  that  k  may  be  fo  eoAtmed, 
withoat  injury  to  the  credit  of  the  Baak«  and  with  advantage 
to  the  nation.  ^  , 

Your  Committee^  cherefere,  kaving  taken  into  eoniidemtion 
the  general  fitaation  i^  the  country,  are  of  opinion,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  affiiirsof  the*  Bank,  both  with  refped  to  the 
general  balance  of  its  accounts,  and  its  capacity  of  making 
payments  in  fpecie,  arf  in  fuch  a  ilate  that  it  might  with  fafety 
refume  ttt  accuftomed  functions,  under  a  different  ft^te  of  pab- 
lick  alKurs;  yet,  that  it  will  be  expedient  to  continue  the  rc" 
^ri^ion  now  fubfifting  on  fuch  payments,  for  fuch  time,  and 
under  fuch  Umttationst  as  to  the  wifdom  of  parUameat  may 

Copy  of  a  ReJblation  of  the  Gofrt  of  Dkre Aors  of  the  Bank. 
"  At  a  Court  of  DireftonTat  the  Bank,  On 
Thurfday  the  26th  Oftobcr,  1797. 
Refolved,  ** 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  court*  that  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  England  are  enabled  to  ifTuefpecie, 
in  any  manner  that  may  be  deemed  ncceilkry  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  thepublick;  and  the 'court  have  no  hefttation  to  de- 
dare;  that  the  affairs  of  the  Bade  are  in  iuch  a  ftate,  that  it  can 
wit!)  fafety  refume  its  accuilomed  funi^ns,  if  the  poltticaT 
circumfUnees  of  die  fonntry  do  >not  render  it  inexpedient :  But 
ahe  iHreAors  deemiiig  it  foreign  to  their  province  to  judge  of 
jrhcfe  points*,  wifli  to  fubmit  to  the  wifdom  of  parliament;  vvhc- 
ther,  as  it  has  been  once  judged  proper  to  ky  a  reilriiStion  on 
ihe.payments  of  the  Bank  in  caflij  it  may,  or  may  not,  be  pra- 
tient  to  continue  the  faxste/' 
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EXECUTIVE  DIRECTORY- 

FROCLAMATION    OF    THE    EXECUTIVE    DIRECTORY     TO    THl 
FRENCH. 

I  Frimaire,  2r  Norembcr,  year  6. 

CITIZENS. 

The  inter  eft  of  the  Republic  prefcribes  to  you  a  final  trhunph. 
After  the  innumerable  battles  in  which  you  have  been  vi^o- 
riQuss  it  remains  for  you  to  reduce  the  iirft>  the  moft  infauable, 
the  moft  cunning  of  all  your  enemies.  .   . 

The  Executive  Direftory  dcfires  a  general  peace  ;  it  wifhes  for 
this  peace  for  your  fake  and  that  of  Europe.  Biit  for  more  than 
a  year  an  enemy^  deflitute  of  faith,  has  fiunned  all  the  cabinets 
of  Europe  i^vith  its  vain  buzzing,  has  publicly  propofed  peace, 
has  fecretly  fanned  the  flames  of  war^  has  afieded  a  deftre  'with 
one  hand  to  extin^uifh  the  torch  which  he  kindles  with  the 
oiher  J  has  oflentatioufly  fent.  pacificators,  and  in  reality  kas  re- 
Jrded  all  the  overtures  which  alone  could  tend  to  pacification. 
This  enemy  you  know ;  your  indignation  points  to  him  and  pro- 
claims hxs  name— it  is  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's.  It  is  the  mof 
corrupt,  and  the  moft  corrupting  govenmient  in  £urope*-rIt  is 
the  goxernm^nt  of  England. 

It  is  not  againft  French  liberty  alone  that  tlii5  go\^cmment  has 
,dire£ted  its  confpiracy.  It  embraces  the.  whole  world.  Ah ! 
too  long'  has  this  perSdious  cabinet  agitated,  fubjugated,  and 
laid'wafteall  tbe.quarters  of  thfc  globe. — Speak/ Americans ;  fay 
whoLRrc  dire^Uy  or  indiredlly  your  real  miers;  fav,  wretched  In- 
dians, by  what  deteftable  art$  this  government  ias  founded  its 
tyranny  among  ypu ;  and  you  Europeans  more  wretched,  ftill 
'innocent  inhabitants  of  the  plains  of  rranco(iia  and  of  the  Noiic 
Alp$ — innumerable  vi^ims  of  the  fcourge  of  battle,  fay,  wiio 
have  been  the  moft  aftive  inftigators  of  that  deftruAivewar  ia 
which  more  than  a  million  of  men  have  beei^  {acrificed — in  which 
immejife  treafures  have  beeji  fwall6wed  up ;  where  the  eye  of 
peace  can  yet  difcover  on  the  plains  of  v^ftory,  nothing  out  a 

feneral  mileryj  a  general  mourning,  a  hu^e  defpair  I  And  )-et! 
t  is  in  thefe  circumftan^es  that  the  cabinet  of  St.  James's  has 
difclofed  to  affljifled  Europe  that  it  alQi\e  has  experienced  none 
of  the  cfieds  of  this  hideous  difafter.  Hear  the  words  of  the 
fpeech  pronounced  y9-f/«  the  fhrone-^-'^  Out  revenues,  fays  the  i 
king,  have  continued  to  improve,  our  national  induftry  has  ex-  | 
tended,  and  our  comme)-ce  has  exceeded  its  former  limits."     If  | 


the  kine  of  England  fpeaks  the  truth,  powers  of  Europe  w^hat  a 
terrible  leflbn  for  you  !  What  then  is  the  government  that  is  in- 
lerefted  in  your  difcords,  that  alone  derives  advantage  froA 
them,  which  fubfifts  upon  your  calamities,  which  profpers  by 
▼our  diftrefs.  which  accumulates  innts  treafures  the  tears  and  the' 
{iko4  of  nations,  whi^h  fattens  upon  their  fpgik-^ 
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It  is  clear  that  this  cabinet  niaft  defire  war*  lince  war  ferrcs 
to  enrich  it.  It  is  this  government,  however,  which  m  its  new 
manifefioes,  in  gaudy  fpccches, '  dares  to  accufc  the  French  go- 
vernment of  infaciable  avarice.  It  does  not  fay  that  Che  BnghiK. 
the  ^ii  deva^tors  of  our  iflahd  of  St.  Domingo,  have  taken 
without  firing  a  (hot  the  colonies  of  Holland,  at  that  time 
jevcn  their  ally,  and  that  they  pretend  to  retain  thefe  robberies 
which  they  call  conque^,  and  yet  the  king  of  England  talks  to 
the  powers  of  Europe  of  the  ambition  of  France ! 

But  the  principles  of  the  French  towards  the  other  nati^sare 
jM>w  maniiefted,  vague  allegations  can  no  longor  pbfctire  them. 
<If  the  French  Republic  fecure  the  limits  it  has  received  from  ha-^ 
.tuxe,  if  in  this  point  it  repairs  the  faults  of  the  monarchy,  it  dis- 
dains, conqocfl  foreign  to  this  objedl,  It  does  not  opprefsYc* 
condary  powers  and  feeble  ftates.  it  does  not  aim  at  plunder^ . 
ing  its  aUies.  It  is  faithful  to  its  friends.  It  punifhcj  its'ene- 
apies  withotu.  treating  them  with  animoiity.  Naturally  gene* 
rous^  it  does  not  even  hate  the  Englifh,  and  never  fhall  a  minil^  ^ 
ter  in  France  be.  entitled  to  the  honours  of  apbthcofis'for  tha^n- 
gleicaufe  of  his  animofity  to  the  Engliih  people.  But  in  France 
all. men  are  agreed  upon  one  point — it^is,  that  we  remember 
Toulon,  Dnnlurk,  Quiberon,  La  Vendee,  that  we  detcH  and 
xeprobate  the  cruelty,  the  perfidy,  the  bloedy  machiavelii&ti  of 
the  Britifli  miniftry,  and  that  we  deplore  at  the  fame  time*  the 
inconceivable  infatuation  by  which  the  EDglifh  thus  allow  them- 
felves  to  be  ground,  in'order  to  become  the  horror  of  the  world. 
'  The  great  nation,  will  avienge  the  univerfe;  and  in  order  tH 
■fucceed  in  thi&objedl,  Frenchmer.,  various  model  prefect  them- 
felves  to  your  choice :  the  moft  honourable  and  the  mo^  r^pid  is 
a  defcent  upon  England. '  Unheard  of  fucceifcs  hatre  accufbomed 
you  no  Longer  to  count  obftacle^.  In  fuch  enterprifes  the  name 
alone  of  the  armies  is  the  promife  of  triumph,  and  the  judice  of 
the  eaufe  is  the  pledge  of  it.  It  is  no  longer  the  feafon  to'  ihfult 
the  plans  of  invaiion>  and  to  difcufs  the  means.  At  the  point 
which  the  French  have  attained,  their  will  isviftory,  Thus» 
let  the  Army  of  England  go  and  dictate  peace  in  London ;  and 
there  alfo  republicans,  you  will  find  auxiliaries-'-^and  thirre  you 
wHl  6nd  many  men  whom  reafon  has  90t  abandoned  fo  far  as  to 
render  them  infenfible  of  the  odium  which  their  go^eritmcftt  has 
thrown,  upon  the  Engliih  name.  And  there  too  you  will  find  thofe 
millions  of  generous  men  who  have  fo  long  ftruggled  for  Parlia- 
mentary Reform;  and  there  too  you  will  find  thofe  innumerable 
artificers  who  figh  for  peate,  whom  the  continuance  of  the  war 
has  reduced  to  mifery,  and  who  weigh  in  the  balance  of  their 
real  wants  the  magnificent  delufion  of  royal  harangues,  the  illu- 
iiohof  mauifeiloes,  and  the  chimera  of  conqutfls.  Ther^  alfo 
you  wHl. find  that  Irifh  nation  opprefled  for  fo  many  years,  and 
ivhich  bears  with  fo  much  reluflance  the  chains  gf  a  gourt  which 
is  nourifhed  by  its  lahooTj  which  gluts  itfelf  with  its  blood,  and 
infulu  its  defpair. 

Go 
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•  , 

Go,  brave  repubUcaasv  cnd^r  thtft  aafpices.*  Second  the 
uaaniiBoas  wifti  of  the  iiation.  Led  by  the  heto  who  has  .V 
often  conduced  you  in  the  paths  of  vi&oty,  joa  will  haTc  i& 
your  favour  the  accianationi  of  ail  the  virtuous  and  joH  fquk 
which  cxift  in  the  world.  Go,  re-efbiblifii  the  freedom  of  the 
iea.  In  a  wm'4>  reprefs  within  juft  limits  the  unbounded  ambi' 
tion  of  this  government*  the  deftroyer  of  its  own  country  aa  veil 
U9  the  univerfe.  Secure  therepofe  of  the  French  Republic  and 
that  of  Europe.  Soch  is  the  great  obje£^  which  it  remains  for 
yon  to  liiUil.  And  fince  at  tlus  moment  the  British  govemmeat 
fmiling  coolly  and  with  a  ferocious  grin  at  the,  difafters  of  the 
Continent,  congratulates  it(elf  on  its  own  wealth*  compel  it  to 
defray*  agreeably  to  jufUce,  its  ihare  of  the  expence  of  the  war» 
the  duration  of  which  it  alone  is  defvous  to  render  eternal*  and 
which  it  knows  well*  that  it  could  eaiily  bring  to  a  conclniUMi 
whenever  it  choofes  to  fpeak  to  the  French  govemmeat  a  hu- 
guage  which  can  be  liftened  to»  and  whkh  can  be  coafidered  as 
finpere. 

.  Citizens  you  will  recognize  your  own  proper  fentiments  in  the 
ei^fition  of  thofe  of  the  Executive  Diredlory.  The  fame  s^iirit 
animates  your  faithful  reprefentatives.  In  vain  the  cabinet  of 
London  exhaufts  its  cfTorts  to  fow  among  them  distrust  and  dif- 
coida  or  to  perfuade  them  chat  it  has  fucceeded.  The  i8th 
Fradtidor  has  deftroyed  the  Engliih  influence;  aad  fiace  that 
memorable  day  the  Members  of  the  Coancib  and  the  Diredory 
^reCcnt  the  pi^knre  of  the  moft  impreffive  union.  Ycs«— All  the 
patriots  have  now  but  the  fame  tntcvest.  There  is  not  in 
3he  Republic  bat  oae  opinion  znd  one  wilh — War  to  the  eabinet 
of  St.  Jamjps's!  It  is  tke  cry  of  Prance.  What  glory  is  thus  in 
referve  for  the  Army  of  J^Oiglandi  It  is  enough  to  Dkw  it  to 
them !  Yesi  to  inflame  our  warriors  with  aa^inriscibfe  patriot- 
ifmj  it  is  only  nccefiary  to  recal  to  them  what  they  have  already 
^doae !  The  walls  of  the  strongest  plaoea  have  fidlea  before 
them.    The  most  redoubted  Chiefs-  oonid  noa  leflst  thcai. 

They  made  priibners  Bender  at  liu^tsmhoargy  and  Wumlct 
at  Mantaa.  Throagh  them  the  tri-ooloiuDad  standard  Ities  on  the 
iMrdrrs  of  th^  Jlhine  and  on  the  j£geaa  fea.  After  fo  many  vic- 
eoriesi  what di£cour<e or. what  w<»dscan  add  anything  fo  the 
ardour  of  Frouch  foldiers?  It  is  enoiagk  for  them  to  near  the 
«oke  of  the  country*  and  id  call  to  mind  their  own  exploits. 

The  £)recutive  Direi^ory  decrees*  that  the  abov^  Proclama- 
tion diall  be  printed,  posted*  read,  and  folemnly  publiflicd 

,  inaUthecommuaesof  the  Republic*  and  in  all  the  divi- 
fions  of  the  land  and  marine  armies.  .  It  fltall  be  inferttdin 
the  Bulletin  of  the  Laws.  The  Minister  of  the  interior  aad 
the  Minister  at  War»  the  liSinister  of  the  Marine  and  the 
Colonies  fliaU  fwe  an  account  to  the  Executive  Diicdory 
of  its  publicauon* 

(Signed)        La.a£VB^i.iaaa  Lx>avx,  FreC 
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Aw  ACCOUNT  oF  the  Net  Produce  of  the  TERMANENT 
TAXES,  which  fabfiftcd  pncvioiuta  the  ^5  th  of  JanuAry 
1 79 1 4  in  the  Y^rars  ending  the  loth  Odpb^r  1796  and:  1797 
refpedively;  adding  thereto  the  Difference  between  the  Pro- 
duce of  the  Dntics  on  Home>-aiade  Spi|rit».  in  each  Year  ic- 
fpc£Uvcly,  and  the  Average  Produce  thereof  in  Three  Years, 
ending  the  loth  ofOj^h^ber  1794;  and  adding  likewife,  the^ 
Amount  of  the  Sums,  p^d  from  the  Revenue  qf  Cttftonis.on 
Account  of  Bounties  for  CORN  Imported,  or  Botmtici  for 
rai^g  SEAMEN,  in  the  Years  1796  and  1797. 

In  the  YEARS 
ending  OcTOBt a  loth* 

rz ^ ^ 


1796^ 


«797- 


Produce  of  the  Pcrma-' 

.  nent     Taxes    which 

fubiifted  previous  to 

179"     -    -     -     • 
Lofs  on  the  Duties  of 
the  DifUllery  which 
Jabiifted  previous  to 

1791      -      -       •     . 
Bounties  on  Corn  piud'f^ 

out  of  the  Revenue 

ofCuftoaia    " 
Bounties  paid  oat  of  the ' 

Revenue  of  Cufteins 

for  jraifmg  Seajnen 


p      554,181  -  -  -      15S^4  ^-  — 


'      449>39i  -  -  "       ip,ro«    f    2^ 


S^HP* 


i4.7«4  '3    9* 


»3**S3»379  -  *  *-'»3.7j8.937  15    5 


Whiteind],  Trcafiiry  Chenabers,, 
aift  November  1797. 


OEORGE  ROSE. 


AkACCOUNT  of  the  SUMS  paid  on  Accoiit  of  BOUNTIES 
for^QRN  Imported,  in  the  Ye#rs  ending  the .  totk  Od«ber 
1796  and  the  roth  Oaobef  1797.' 


Year  ending  tcthOaofcer  1796    *-      x" 
Year  ending  20th  OAaber  x  797    r-      ^ 


,449»3St  Id    < 

l^O^lOk     7      ZTg 


Aif 


So  STATE      PAPBKK 

Am  account  of  the  SUMS  paid  oit  Accouat  of  raifing  SEJU 

MKN,  in  the  Years  ending  the  xoth  Odlober  1796  and  tW 
loth  Odtober  1797. 


iT. 

/. 

/ 

Year 

ending 

theiothOftober 

179<^     .— 

S»>49i 

9 

T 

Year 

ending 

the  loth  Odober 

1797      — 

H»784- 

13 

9t 

Ini^flor  G^ncrars  Office, " 
Cuftom  Houfe,  London^ ! 
November  22d,  1727.    , 


THOMAS    IRVING, 
Infpedlor  General  of  the  Imports 
and  Exports  of  Great  Britain. 


Air  ACCOUNT  of  the  Amount  of  the  Old  Duty  on  BRTTIStf 
SPIRITS  (paid  into  the  Exchequer)  for  three  Years,  ending 
xoth  Odober  1794,  dilHngttiihing  each  Year;  alfo,  the 
Amount  of  the  Old  Duty  on  Britim  Spirits  (paid  into  the  £z- 
cheqqer)  for  the  Year  ending  ibth  O^ober  1797*  dilHngiiiib- 
Hig  England  from  Scotlanq. 


ENGLAND. 

Remitted  from 
Scotland. 

1 

Britifti. 

Conf.  Spir. 
ad  Head. 

TOTAL. 

Years  C  179a 

envieJ  <I793 

iothOa.t»794 

c 

644,104 
603,402 

.655.658 

.  4.2/>00  * 

36,000 
74,000 

40,000 

696,104 

639,402 

7»9-65» 

Year    7 

ended  ,    •  1797 
Joth  Od. ) 

£• 

407.474 

28,500 

~ 

£ 

435*974 

Excife-Office, 

London, 
aid  Nov.  1797. 


} 


Acct.  Gen« 


G-  J.  CHOLMONDELKY. 
W.  LOWNDES. 
J.  OLMIUS, 
T.  CASWALL^ 
R.  SPILLER. 

N.  B.  Befido , 


I— Wy^pilll     iL.  WW  .'.'Mil'  ti      JW 


^  tt    Befi'des  the  Above  Sums,  there  wk  in  the  Year  enAed 

Oaober  1792^  the  Sam  of  j£.io>ooo  resdtted  from 

land,  under  the  DenomlnatioB  of  Confolidated  Spirits, 

lead;  which  this  Board,  having  no  Meant  of  oiftin- 

hing  whether  it  was  Britifli  or  Foreign,  retnm  as  a  fe- 

ite  Sam. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTORY. 

DBCaEB  OF  5  BaVMAXaS,  OCT.  26,  YBAa  VI. 

I.  There  fhall  be  aiTembled,  without  delay  on  the  coafb 
ocean,  an  army,  which  fliall  be  called  the  AaMV  of 

IfD. 

hizen  General  Baonaparte  is  appointed  commander  in. 
f  tlus  Army. 

all  be  provi£onally  commanded  by  Citizen  Defaix,  Ge- 
iFDiviiion,  who  for  this  parpofe  fhall  repair  to  Rennes. 
The  MBnifter  at  War  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
t  Decree,  which  ihall  be  inferted  in  the  Bulletin  of  the 

^  (Signed)  La  RavfiiLLisai  Lbpaux,  Pref. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Us   EXaCVTIVB    DIRBCTOar  TO    THE    FRENCH    PEOPLE, 
5  BRVMAiaa,  OCT.  26. 

nrizBKs, 

fee  Proclamation  of  the  4th  complemenury  day,  vear  Y. 
iitended  to  prepare  the  French  armies  to  march  by  the  15th 
lemaire. . 

he  defenders  of  their  country  have  heard  the  voice  of  the 

dory:  from  every  quarter  tKeyrej<nned  their  refpe^ve  ar- 

;  and' the  Minifter  at  War  has  upon  this  point  given  the 

ikdafa^ory  accounts.     In  this  generous  ardour,  in  this 

auefi  to  maintain  the  caufe  of  liberty,  we  recognize  tk« 

«£ler  of  Frenchmen. 

*heir  warlike  attitude  has  already  removed  the  obftacles 

ch  the  Cabinet  of  St.  James's  has  fo  long  oppofed  to  the  con^ 

ion  of  peace  with  the  £mperor.     At  the  view  of  your  pofi« 

I  Avftna  returned  to  a  fenfe  of  her  true  interefls ;  and  on  the 

fa  Vendemiaire  {OH.  17)  the  treaty,  which  had  be^  fufpend-^ 

Hear  fix  months,  was  concluded  at  San  Fornio.near  Udina> 

ween  General  Buonaparte,  Plenipotentiary  of  the  French  Re- 

Uic',  and  four  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor,  King  of  Bq- 

$dA  and  Hungary.    You  will  learn  with  pleafqre  that  feveral 

iltioBs  of  men  are  again  reflored  to  their  bberty,  and  that  the 

mmck  People  are  the  benefaAors  of  nations.  . 

^his,  however,  is  not  all.    In  order  to  adjuft  the  peace  v^h 

lie  Empire,  a  Congrefs  is  about  to  aflemble.    Citizens,  every 

Afpiit.  Vot.  I.  1797.  1  thing 
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thing  prefaces  that  i|i  ^  fhort  time  you  will  reap  the  frt 
many  lacr2&:c;$.     The  ^ace  of  the  Continent  will  foon 
on  inunoveaMe  foundations. 

All  that  now  remains  to  be  done*  is  to  puniQi  the  per:fiJ 
of  the  Cabinet  of  London,  which  Hill  infatuates  certais 
by  making  them  the  Haves  of  its  maritime  tyrannj,  a£ 
deceives  the  £a|;Uih  themfelves,  by  extorting  front  d 
means  of  prolonging  apon  tne  ocean  the  calamities  of  w 
effufion  of  human  blooa>  the  deflru^on  of  comxncxce,  i 
the  horrors  which  it  purchafes/  and  which  it  p^ys,  bmt 
muft  recoil  .upon  itfcu.  It  is  in  London  where  the  otlani 
Europe  are  contrived,  and  there  they  muft  be  tctxninajtti. 

Citizens,  in  thefe  circumftances  you  fee  vpry  nearly  th 
of  the  military  exertions  which  the  Government  is  enabl 
obtain  by  French  efforts.  But  until  the  very  early  pen 
rives  beware  of  laying  down  the  arms  which  render  yoa  I 
midable  to  the  enemies  of  your  independence.  Be  vrare  of  1 
ing  to  the  perfidious  fuggeftions  of  thofe  who  would  aani 
theeife^  of  your  triumphs.  They  will  repeat  to  yoa, 
peace  being  concluded,  you  ouzht  to  return  witKoat  dd 
your  families.  Yes,  doubtlefs  the  Direflory  has  jafl  figi 
your  behalf  a  glorious  peaces  bati*i  order  to  enjoy  tfad 
vantages,  you  muft  complete  your  work,  yoU  muft  iec« 
execution  of  tho  articles  agreed  upon  between  Prance  as 
Emperor;  decide  with  promptitude  upon  thofe  which  are 
concluded  with  the  Empire;  in  a  word,  crown  your  ezploi 
an  inva&on  of  that  iiland  into  which  yonr  anceflors  iatroc 
flavery  «nder  William  the  Conqueror*  and  on  th«  coacrary 
frodoce  the  Genius  of  Liberty,  which  will  land  on  its 
when  the  French  difembark. 

.  Citizens,  be  affured  that  the  Government  is  deiirou  toi 
lerate  the  happv  moment  when^  in  concert  with  the  Legifi 
Body,  it  ihafl  oe  able  to  reduce  the  artnies  to  the  peace 
blifhment,  reward  the  heroes  who  compofe  it»  and  aiter  ha 
celebrated  their  fervices  by  monuments  and  feftivals  worth; 
their  trinmphs,  diiFufe  through  the  whok  country  the  truly 
publican  fpirit  by  which  the  Armies  have  been  confbuitly 
mated,  by  reftoring  to  their  families  all  thofe  who  ihaU  be 
titled  lb  return  thither. 

But  you  will  judge  for  yourfelves.  The  hour  is  sot 
come.  A  few  moments  longer  and  the  French  Repobik, 
umphant^  confplidated,  and  every  where  recognifed*  will  ci 
the  repofe  whic:K  it  will  procure  for  the  world. 

The  Executive  Dlreftory  decrees  that  the  above  Prods 
tion  fhall  be  printed,  ftuck  Qp>«  feat'  to  all  the  departnctts  j 
armies,  and  that  the  decree  annexed  to  that  of  the  ^xL  Ci 
plementary  day,  year  5,  ftall  be  executed  according  to  itiii 
and  ten9r. 


t   H} 
A     BILL 

[AS  AMENDED  BV  THE  COMMITTEE] 

FOR 

Oxanting  to  his  Majefty  certain  a4d|tionaI  Duties  on  the 
Amoqat  of.  certain  Duties  novr  charged  by  AileiTment, 
for  a  time  to  be  liiDited. 

Aff/t  gracious  Sovergign, 

\kT^  your  Mnjefty's  Ri'^ft  dutiftU  «ji4  loyal  fubjed^s  the  Commons  of 
"^     Great  Bi  itain  in  ParliameQt  ^fiembled,  feeling  i(  our  indiipenfible 
duty  :^t  the  prefenr  criiU,  to  provide  effedtually  for  raifingthe  fupplies  which 
are  requifuf  to  defray  ypiir  Majtfty^s  public  expencet  in  the  profecution  of 
the  juft  2nd  nea-flary  war  in  which  we  are  engaged>  for  the  defence  and 
prtfervatiunbfyoiir  Majelly'sCrowny  andof  the  religion,  laws,  lib^rtiest 
and  property  of  all  your  Majefty*8  fiithful  fubje£l»9  have  freely  and  vo* 
luntarily  refoWed  to  give  and  grant  unto  your  Majefty  the  aid  and  contri- 
bution herein  after  mentioned,  and  do  moft  humbly  beieech  .your  Maje(by> 
that  it  may  be  ena^ed  :  AaJ  be  it  enabled  hj  the  King^t  moft  excellent. 
Majdiy,  by  and  wiih  the  advice  and  coafent  of  thcLm'da  Spiritual  and  * 
Temporal  and  Commons,  in  this  prefent  Parliament  aiTemblcdf  and  by  the^ 
authority  of  the  fame.  That  from  and  after  the.  paffing  of  this  a^»  there. 
Aall  be  iaiftrd,  levied,  colle£ted,  and  paid,  annually,  during  the  tefm 
herein  after  mentioned,  unto  and  fir  the  ufe  of  his  Majeftv^  bis  Heira  and 
Succeffbrs,  throughout  the  kingdom  af  Great  Britain,  the  feveral  additi* 
onal  Rates;  Duties  and  Sums  of  Money  herein  after  mentioned ^  (that  is 
«o  fay)  that  every  perfon  AfleiTcd  to  any  of  the  Duties  payable  at  and  im^ 
mediately  before  the  pailing  of  this  a  A,  on  Male  Servants,  oa  Curriagesy 
or  on  Horfes  kept  for  ^he  purpoie  of  riding,  or  of  drawing  any  ibch  (Jai*^ 
riages,  fliall  be  charged  annually,  during  the  tenu  herein  mentioned^  with 
an  additional  Rate  or  Duty  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the  faid  Dutiea. 
to  which  fuch  perfon  is  Affciled,  according  to  the  laft  yearly  Afleffment  or 
;     AiTcflVnent  s  made  or  to  be  made  prior  to  the  fixth  day  of  Api'il,  One  Thou* 
^     fund  Seven  Hundred  and  Ninety -eieht,  in  purfuance,ofanV  Aftof  Parlia* 
'^     ment  now  in  force,  and  the  proportion  thereof  Ihall  be  as  fallows )  (that  ir 
to  (ay)  Whete  the  amount  of  the  (aid  duties  fliali  be  under  twenty  •five 
^ .    pounds,  a  duty  equal  to  three  times  the  amount  tkereaf ;  when  the  amount 
^     of  the  ihid  duties  (baU  be  twenty -five  pounds,  and  A»ll,  be  under  thirty 
\f     pouadt,  a  duty  equal  to  three  times  the  amount  and  one  half  the  liaoqnt 
thereof  J  when;  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  fliall  hie  thirty  pounds^  and, 
^(     ihall  be  under  forty  jpouuds,  a  duty  equal  to  four  times  the  amount  there- 
^     of;  whfre  the  amount  of  the  faid  auties  (hall  be  forty  pounds,  and  (hall  be. 
:,(     an^er  fifty  pounds,  a  duty  equal  to  four  times  the  amount  and  one  half  the 
^*     amoum  thereof  jf   and  where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  ihall  be  fifty 
^    pounds  or  upwards,  a  duty  equal  to  Ave  times  the  amfimc  thereof;  and. 
]ii     Chat  where  any  perfon  (ball  be  £>  charged  "by  any  fuch  aidTefoent  cnade.for 
p^    a  left  term  than  a  year,  the  additional  rate  or  duty,  hereby  impofed  CUlI^.be 
li i    coitioutcd  on  the  aggregate  ^^mount  of  the  ^n^  f:ontaiBe^  in^fupb  ai&iHpent 
ui    or  aHsilinents,  and  of  fuch  further  fum  to  ■  be  added  tbereta  as  would  be 
ptvable  thereon  if  the  fame  were  made  for  a  whok  year. 

And 
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Ami  he  kjmrthir  tmtL&td^  Tbatcverf  pnrfoa  a&flcd  to  saj  of  tkiM 
or  dttCiet  oow  payable  on  tKniTeay  wiadows,  or  lights*  or  ob  flUbih 
liouiet*  on  dogs*  or  on  clocks*  watchtt*  or  time-ktepers  (except  fad  pi 
r«ns  who  fiiaUby  this  a^  be  rpecifkallf  made  fdbjctl  to  a  lo!«cr  «dh 
mre  of  duty)  the  amount  of  whofe  laft  aflUGaeiit  or  ^aileflbenta  of  tk  fi 
duties  (hall  not  be  equal  to  one  potindp  (ball  be  exempted  (iR>m  the  faiii 
ditional  rate  or  duty  \  and  that  in  aU  cafes  where  the  amouat  of  tkk 
affeiTnitm  or  aiTeflbients  made  upon  fvch  perfon  of  the  faid  Utt  toam 
duties  I  (hall  be  one  pound  or.  up«^ards*  fuch  pcifoo  imW  he  charged  as 
ally,  during  the  term  herein  mentiOfMd*  witli  an  additional  rate  or datr, 
pirgporCioii  to  iheamoupt  of  the  inH^  dQtiearlo.whikh  fu^h  perfon  it  ^ 
accordiue  to  the  Ia(b  yearly  afleflfment  or  aOrflaieiits>  made  or  to  hem 
'  prior  to  the  filth  day  of  April  one  thoufand  ieven  hundred  and  niKty-^ 
m  porfuance  of  an  j  aft  of  parliament  bow  in  tbrce  ;  and  the  propocuaa  Ac 
of  fliail  be  at  follims  \  nAdiUctt  i  Where  the  amount  of  the  Xaid  dutiu  I 
be  under  two  pounds,  a  duty  equal  to  one  Ibunh  the  amount  ihn 
where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  fball  be  two  pounds*  and  flullhev 
three  pounds*  a  duty  equal  to  one  half  the  amount  thereof;  wheit 
amount  of  the  faid  duties  (ball  be  thi-ce  pounds*  and  Ovalt  be  oadcr 
pounds*  a  duty  equal  to  three  fourths  of  the  amount  thcjieof  j  where 
nnount  of  the  faid  duties  ihall  be  five  ponnds*  and  iball  be  under  i 
pounds  and  ten  ffiillings,  a  duty  equal  to  the  aniount  thereof  s  when 
aniount  of  the  faid  dnties  fliall  be  feven  pounds  and  ten  ihillinrs*  and 
be  imder  ten  pounds*  a  duty  equal  to  the  amount  and  one  ball  the  as 
^lercof;  where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  (hsU  be  ten  pounds*  aod 
beunder  tweirc  pounds  and  ten  Shillings,  a  dvty  equal  to  twice  the  an 
iliettof }  wh^re  the  amount  of  the  faid  duties  Aiail.  be  twehre  pounds  ai 
>  Atllings*  and  fliall  be  under  fifteen  pounds^  a  duty  equal  to  tw« 
Hmonnt  and  one  faaK the  amqunt  thereof  {  where  the  amount  of  tbe  lai 
tks  ftall  be  fifteen  ooonds*  and  ihall  be  under  twenty  pounds*  a 
€qoal  to  three  times  tne  aoiount  thereof  ^  where  the  amount  of  the  &i 
ties  fliall  be  twenty  pounds*  and  fliall  he  tmder  thirty  pounds,  a  duty 
«i  three  times  the  amount  and  one  half  the  amount  thereof^  vbc 
amount  of  the  £iid  duties  IhaH  be  thirty  pounds,  and  fhali  be  imdk 
poondt*  a  duty  equal  to  ibur  times  the  amount  thereof  j  where  Uie  i 
of  the  faid  duties  fliall  be  forty  pounds*  and  fliall  be  iMider  fifty  pov 
duty  equal  to  four  tiroes  the  amount  and  one  half  of  the  aooount  tl 
and  where  the  amount  of  the  (aid  duties  fhail  be  fifty  pounds  or  ti| 
%  duty  equal  to  five  times  the  amount  thereof:  And  that  where  amy 
flmH  be  lo  chargedl^y  any  fuch  afleflment  made  for  a  lelii  lema  tham 
sIk  addkiona]  rate  or  duty  hereby  hnpoied  ihall  be  computed  on  tbi 
#ate  amount  of  the  Amis  contained  id  fnch  afieiTment  or  afleflmdas, 
toch  farther  fum  to  be  added  thereto*  as  would  becomc-payablc  tb 
iIm  fame  were  made  for  a  whale  year* 

Provided  oAioqy/*  and  be  itjkrtber  enoQed^  That  every  perfoci  v 
occupy  any^  dwelling  hooie*  sHiieh  hath  u(ually  been  let  out  in  jpar 
gers*  or  wbereunto  any  ihop  or  warehoufe  is  attached*  or  hath  cc 
cation  therewith*  the  amount  of  whofe  XA  afieffincot  or  afilefiineai 
fipecl  of  the  faid  dwelling  hovfe*  of  the  duties  now  payable  oi^  houi 
dows*  or  lights*  oroo-inhabtted  boufes*  or  on  dogs*  cloclLa,  wrs 
time- keepers*  ftall  be  undtt*  three  pounds*  fliall  be  cacemptcd  liwn 
ndditiooa)  rate  or  duty;  and  that  in  all  cafts  where  the  anaount  o 
afleflmcnt  or  afielTments*  made  upon  fuch  occupier  of  the  fnid  liift  a 
duties*  fliaU  amornit  to  three  pounds*  fuch  occupier  .fliall  be  charg 
ally*  dunng  the  tcnn  herein  mcmioiied*  with  anadda^aid  mt3^  €»r 


pi'Qporticn  to  tlie  amount  of  the  faid  duties  to  whidi  ftfcli  oc^iipler  i»  ifler- 
i«-d,  according  to  the  laft  yearly  afTeflment  or  alTtflments  made  or  to  be  mad«^ 
pricr  to  iliefizth  d»y  of  A^iilone  tootifand  (ieven  hunJred  aod  otnety.eighCy 
an  |«%<ki  luancc  of  any  aft  of  parliament  now  in  force;  ahd  the  proponioa 
thereof  iliail  be  as  follows  f  wJtUttty  Where  tins  amount  of  the  faid  du- 
ties fhall  be  three  potriids  and  ilial)  he  under  five  pounds,  a  diity  equal  to 
cAie  tenth  of  the  amount  tUcrtot  ^  where  the  sunadAC  of  the  faid  duties  (hail 
He  five  pound*  anil  fhali  be  under  fevefi  pounds  anH  ten  <hillin^i>  one  filtii 
of  the  amount  thereof)  wheicthe  amount  of  the  (kiddities  fhail  be  feveai 
pounds  and  ten  fhitlinga  and  fttall  be  und<r  tin  pi^unds,  a  dutv  equal  to  oo'c. 
iouith  tl.e  an  oant  Thereof;  wherethe  sniount  of  the  faid  dutiea  ikall  be  ua. 
poisnck  and  Ihall  he  under  twelve  pound*  and  ten  (billingt,  a  duty  equal  to 
one  half  the  amount  thereof;  where  the  amount  of  the  faid  duttea  mall  ke 
twelve  Dound»  anJ  ten  lhiUtngs>  and  (htli  be  under  fifteen  puuDd«»  a  duty 
e«)oai  to  thiee  founhs  the  amount  thereof  $  where  the  amount  of  the  (aiii 
()urir«  fli-dt  be  fifteen  p<;unds  and  (haU  be  under  twenty  pouodi,  a  ^uty 
rl^tiA]  to  die  amount  thereof;  wheie  the  amount  of  the  laid  duties  (hall  he 
t3vtnrv  pounds  nnd  (hall  be  umSer  twenty  live  pounds^  a  duty  equal  tathe 
sunoum  and  ope  fourth  the 'amount  thereof;  wnere  the  amount  of  theikid 
duties  fttallbe  tw.nsy-five  pounds  and  (hall  be  under  thirty  pounds*  a  duty 
ecfual  to  the  amount  and  one  half  the  amount  thereof ;  and  where  ttie  amount 
ot  the  laid  dutits  fhail  be  thirty  pounds  or  upwaide,  a  duty  equat  to  twice 
the  amount  ihenof :  And  that  where  any  perfon  (hdll  befo  charged  by  any 
fuch  afleflmenr,  made  for  a  Icfs  term  than   a  year,  the  additional  rate  or 
duty  hereby  impofed  fhall  be coniputed  on  the  aggr^rgate  amount  of  the  linns 
contained  ill  I'uch  afTeflinent  or  aileffments,  and  of  fuch  further  fnm  to  be 
added  thereto  as  would  become  payable  thtreoB  if  the  fame  were  xxuuLe  for 
a -whole  year. 

And  a  itfurtbiT  inaffeJy'ThTA  every  inn- keeper,  and  perfbn  licenfed  f» , 
fell  ale,  ufually  liaving  guefts  to  fleep  in  their  refpeAive  dwalltn|[  houfes, 
and  every  fchoolniafler  ov  perfon  keeping  any  acadeny  or  fcminary  for- 
learning,  and  nfiially  havinp;  their  fcholars  to  board  and  loHge  (to  a  num- 
bei-not  lefs  than  ten)  in  their  refpe^ive  dwelling  huufes,  fhall  be  entitled 
to  he  exempted  in  the  like  cafes ;  and  the  additional  rate  or  d\ity  to  be  im* 
pofed  on  them  rcfpedtvely  by  this  a£l  fhall  be  afcertaiued  in  like  manner,  * 
and  under  the  like  rul^s  and  re|rulations,  aa  aie  herein  before  prefcri bed 
with  refpe^Vto  perfons  affeffed  fothoufes  afltialiy  let  to  l6dgers»  or  having 
fhops  attached  thereto, 

rrwtded  alwityt^  and  he  it  further  enacted^  That  any  perfon  (except 
as  herein  after  excepted)  having  more  than  five  children  rxmi  in  lawfiil, 
wedlock,  bring  refpe£lively  under  the  ageoffixti en  years,  fhall  be  entitled'  ^ 
^to  the  i-dpe5live  abatements  following,  over  and  above  any  other  abatemt«r 
to  which  fnch  perfon  may  be  entitled  on  the  ground  of  his  or  her  income^ 
that  ii  to  lay.  Any  perfon  having  more  than  five  fuch  ciiildren  and  xn^ 
aineuntiog  to  eight  fuc^  children,  fh?ll  have  an  abatement  at  the  rate  of » 
ten  pounds  ^#r  r#Ji^te«i  on  the  amount  of  the  additional  rate  or  duty  berebf 
impofed  $  any  perion  having  eight  fuch  children  and  not  moi%  than  Aimt, 
fuch  children,  an  abatement  after  the  rate  of  fifteen  ^oiinda^^fr  teMtummi 
fuch  amount  a«  aforefaid  y  and  any  perfon  having  ten  fuch  children  6r  moie«  > 
an  abatement  after  the  rate  of  twenty  pgunds  pir  centum  on  fuch  amount  \ 
which  abstemenifr  fhall  be  allowed  by  the  refpe^ive  commifTioners;  for  eao6- 
cUting  this  sd,  upon  appeal,  and  delivery  ef  a  jjeclaration  &atioe  the  nu lib- 
ber oT  fuch  appelbot^s  chiidnso,  aAd  on  pDOof  liutdc,  to  the  fkrlsfa^oii  of 
the  faid  oommdiioners,  of  the  truth  of  the  matters  contained  in  liitk  decla- 
ration; and  the  faid  coamuffioners  ifh^iU  caule  the  affeflintiitto  be  amended^  t 
as  thacatfe  ihall  require :  Provided  that  no  fvxh  abatement  fhall  be  made  f  f 
'  •  •  the 
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the  td^ittoiMit  imtet  amd  duties  hereby  Impofed,  in  ftvoof  of  any  pcrfoa  vAit 
ihall  be  liable  to  be  charged,  to  the  faid  additional  rates  and  duties  in  die 
whole,  to  the  amount  of  Ifiree  hundred  pounds,  within  or  for  the  tens  of 
one  year. 

Profvulid  akvayj,  imdhi  it  inaetid^  That  no  person  exerciiing  any  fanocb 
of  the  medical  profHHon  ihall  be  liable  to  be  aiTefred,  by  reafon  of  this  ad, 
fur  a  carriage  with  four  wheels,  or  for  two  horfes,  in  any  cafe  wbm  he 
does  not  keep  more  than  one  fuch  carriage  or  two  horfes:  nor  for  anynuoi- 
her  of  hoHesy  maxtt,  or  gelding^,  kept  for  the  purpofc  of  riding.  Ids  tfaaa 
three,  at  more  than  a  fingle  rate  in  addition  to  tne  fum  at  which  he  is  or 
nay  be  aflefled  by  virtue  of  any  a£^  or  afts  now  in  force. 

Prowikd  always,  and  hi  iifitriher  ntaStd, '  That  in  every  caie  m  «ihidk 
the  Re6lor  or  Vicar  of  any  parifli  church  flia)l  not  be  redden  t  within  the 
parifli  in  which  fuch  church  ihall  be  iituate,  but  emplov  a  Curate  to  per- 
form divine  fervice  therein,  in  whorere^orial  or  vicarial  houie  iuch  Dsraee 
fliall  refide,  then  the  additional  rates  or  duties  charged  upon  each  fixh 
houfe  by  this  a5V,  ihall  be  defrayed  by  fuch  Re^gr  or  Vicar,  and  not  by 
fuch  Curate. 

Pronndedalwiysy  and  hi  it  Jurthir  tnoQid^  That  every  perfafi  ailefbl 
to  the  duties  now  payable  on  horfrs,  granted  by  two  afts  ot  the  thirtv>foli 
and  thirty-ieventh  years  of  the  reign  of  his  preient  M^eily,  ihall  be  charged 
annually,  during  the  term  herein  mentioned,  with  an  adHkional  rate  or 
duty  equal  to  tw:ce  the  amount  oftbe  faid  duties  to  which  fuch  perfoa  it 
affeffed,  according  to  the  lafl  aifenhient  or  aiicifinents  made  In  purfuacce 
of  the  faid  afts ,  prior  to  the  fixth  dayi  of  April  one  thouiand  iVven  hondxed 
and  ninety-eight :  Provided  always,  that  no  peribn  occupying  a  farm,  the 
rent  or  value  of  which  fliall  be  lets,  than  ieventyfponnds  a  yeftr,  and  madLoo^ 
a  livelihood  folely  thereby,  fliall  be  chaigeable  with  the  iaid  additional  rate 
or  duty. 

Pn^ided  always,  and  he  h/urthtr  enaBid,  That  every  perlon  charged 
to  the  additional  rate  or  duty  hereby  impofed,  ihall,  upon  proving  to  tbe 
fatisfii6i!on  of  commiflioners  to  be  a^ppointed  for  that  purpufc  as  bereinaficr 
is  mentioned,  tbarthe  amount  of  hts  or  her  annual  income,  to  heeftimated 
'  as  herein  after  direfted,  is  lefs  than  the  fun)  of  itxty  pounds,  be  exemptd 
from  the  faid  additional  rate  or  doty  \  and  '|n  all  cafes  where  fuch  annvti 
income  amounts  to  iixty  pounds  or  more,  fuch  perfon  ihall  be  entitled  t» 
fuch  an  abatement  of  the  laid  additipoal  rate  or  duty,  as  may  be  necdbiy 
to  reduce  the  fame,  in  each  caie  refpeftively,  in  the  proportions  herdnaftor 
ftated ;  (that  is  to  iay) 
Where  the  faid  annual  income  ihall  appear  to  be  not  lefs  than  fixty  pounds 

but  under  fixty-five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  one -hundred  aad 

twentieth  part  of  the  fame  t 
Or  not  lefs  than  iixty-five  pounds  but  under  ieventy  pounds,  to  a  ium  ntf 

exceeding  one  ninety-fiftb  part  of  the  fame : 
Or  not  left  than  feventy  pounds  but  under  feventyiive  pounds^  to  a  fiff 

not  exceeding  one  feventieth  part  of  the  fame  t 
Or  not  lei's  than  feventv.five  pounds  but  under  eighty  pounds,  to  a  fum  >et 

exceeding  one  fixty-sfth  part  of  the  fame : 
Or  not  lefs  than  eighty  pounds  but  under  eighty-  five  pounds,  to  a  Asm  art 

exceeding  one  fixtieth  oart  of  the  fame : 
Ornotlefs  than  eighty- nve  pounds  but  under  ninety  pounds,  to  a  Ancn  not 

exceeding  one  liny-iifth  part  of  the  fame  i 
Or  not  lefs  than  niniety  pounds  but  under  ninety-iive  pounds,  to  a  Itnn  aat 

excebKng  one  fiiHcth  part  of  the  fame  t 
Or  not  lefs  than  ninerjr-nvepounds  but  under  one  hundred  pOundCj  tb  m  fea 

not  exceeding  one  torty»fifth  part  o^  the  fame : 
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OrMtleCi  than  one  hundred  pounds  but  under  one  hundred  and  £ve  pouodf  t 

te  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  fortt^h  part  of  the  fame : 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  five  pounds  but  under  one  hundred  and 

ten  poundiy  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  thirtv -eight  part  of  the  fame  t  • 
Or  not  left  than  one  hundred  and  ten  pounds  obt  under  one  hundred  and 

fifteen  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  thirty.fixth  part  of  the  fame  i 
Or  hot  leis  than  one  hundred  and  fiftccu  pounds  but  under  one  hundred  and 

twenty  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  thirty-fourth  part  oi' the  lame: 
Or  not  leu  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  but  under  one  hundred  and 

twtnty-five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  thirty-iecopd  part  of  th« 

fame: 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty^five  pounds  but  under  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pounds^  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  thirtieth  pan  of  the 

lames 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  thiity  pounds  but  under  qne  hundred 

and  thirty -five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  twenty-eight  pari  of 

the  fame: 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  thiity-five  pounds  but  under  one  hundred 

and  forty  pounds^  toa  fum  not  exceeding  one  twenty -(ixth  part  of  the 

fame: 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds  but  under  one  hundred   and 

forty-five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  twenty-fourth  part  of  the 

fame: 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  forty- five  pounds,  but  under  one  hundred 

and  fifty  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  twenty-iecond  part  of  tha 

fame: 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  but  under  one  hundred  and 

fifty -five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  txceeding  one  twentieth  part  of  tbf 

fame : 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  but  under  one  hundred 

and  fixty  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  nineteenth  part  of  the 

fame: 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  but  under,  one  hundred  and 

fixty*  five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceedin^^  one  eighteenth  part  of  the 

fame: 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  fixty- five  pounds,  but  under  one  hun- 
dred and  leventy  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  enceeding  one  feventeenth  part 

of  the  fume : 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  but  under  one. hundred 

and  feventy-  five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  fixteentb  part  of 

the  fame : 
Or  not  lei's  than  one  hundred  and  feventy- five  pounds  but  under  one  hnn- 

dred  and  eighty  pounds,  to-  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  fifteenth  part  of 

the  fame  ? 
Or  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  but  under  one  jiundied 

and  eighty-five  pounds,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  fourteenth  part  of 

the  fame: 
Ornot  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  eighty- five  pounds  .but  und^r  onehun* 

dred  and  ninety  pounds^  to  a  fum  no^  exceeding  one  thine<^h  part  of 

the  fame  J  ,      ,      v,-.  ,._   ^..  , 

€^r  not  lefs  tha^  one  hundred  and.  ninety  pppnds,  but  lender  one  iiuiidi«d 

aind  ninety. five  potinds,  to  a  fmiii  not  .exceedimgiOAe^witlfth  pfirt  of  the 

Or  not  U&  than  one  hundred  and  ninj^yffivepoundsbot  «nd«'4«?0)iundrtd 
jppupdsi  to  a  f«iii  not  exceeding  o^e  eWventh  part  of  the&me: 

.>  .  Or 
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Of  to  two  ftondred  pounds  and  upwards,  to  2  fum  not  exceeding  one  tecib 

part  of  the  fame: 
And  where  the  fald  annual  income  fKall  apprar  (o  be  not  tefs  than  two  hun- 
dred pounds,  every  fuch  perlbu  Aia'l  be  entitled  to  fuch  an  abatement  of  tte 
additional  duty  now  granted,  as  may  he  neceffary  to  reduce  the  fame,  ia 
each  cafe  reipe£tively,  to  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  tenth  |^>at^  of  (be  hiA 
income. 

Andbt  it  further  enoBed^  That  every  perfon  not  aifeffied  wklim  the  year 
ending  on  the  fifth  day  ot  April,  oiie  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  Bine:y- 
cfght,  to  any  of  the  faid  duties  payable  at  and  luimediately  before  tiie 
palling  of  thia  a£),  and  who-iball  be  afltfled  to  any  cf  the  faid  dtiriea  ic  aiv 
fubfequent  year  dui  ing  the  term  htrreinafter  menuonrdj  Ihall  be  cfaaignl 
with  the  like  additional  n«e  or  duty  on  the  Amount  of  the  fimis  containcii 
an  fuch  aflefrment  or  alTcfVments,  from  the  commen^askent  of  the  %e«r  ui 
which  fuch  afleirmcnt  or  affeflfoients  fliall  be  made,  fobjc^d  n«-ieTthrl«fs  to 
the  like  abatement  as  if  liich  perfon  had  been  alfiflld  to  the  Utd  duties 
within  the  year  ending  on  the  laid  fif(h  day  of  April,  one  thoufaiid  fcrtji 
hundred  and  ninety- eifht. 

And  he  it  further  ^enaSedy  That  every  peifon  who  fhalK  by  any  aiUf- 
ffnent  or  alfeffments  to  be  made,  after  the  fifth  day  of  April,  oti«  thoufand 
ftven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  be  aflclTed  in  rcfpefl  of  the  duties  payable 
at  and  immediately  before  the  pading  of  this  aft,  to  a  greater  amotmi  than 
the  amount  contained  in  the  prior  aiTefTment,  (ball  he  charged  with  a  fur. 
ther  additional  rate  cr  duty,  in  proportion  to  the  funis  contained  in  fueh 
kiftar  aiTeHment  or  affeflimenti,  from  the  commtncement  of  the  year  ia 
which  fuch  latter  afleffment  or  afTeflinents  fbatl  be  made. 

And  he  it  further  knaSed^  That  every  perfon  «*hofe  afTelTmeot  (hall  be 
fncreaied  by  any  furcharge  to  be  allowed,  (hall  be  charged,  in  ref^^A  of 
inch  inert 2fed  afTeirmtDt,  in  the  like  proportion  as  if  all  the  articles  in  re- 
fpe^  of  which  fuch  furcharge  may  be  allowed,  had  been  included  in  the 
original  ailcfrment. 

Frwided  altoajs^  amd  he  tt  further  $na8edf  That  every  afledment  la 
be  made  by  virtue  of  this  a6t,  fhall  be  made  on 'the  aiaount  contained  ia 
any  fuch  aflefiinent  of  the  duties  now  payable  as  aforef^id,  eaclufive  ol'acj 
fractional  paits  of  fums  not  amounting  in  the  whole  to  one  fbilLng. 

And  he  tt further  enaBed^  That  the  feveral  additional  rate4  or  daties  bf 
tihis  a6t  impofed,  (hali  be  levied  and  paid  annually,,  during  the  continv- 
anoe  of  the  term  hetvin  mentioned,  to  the  fiill  amount  of  the  furna  contaia* 
edin  the  firftantffaient  to  be  ^lade  thereof  refpedively,  without  any  dimi- 
nution or  abatement,  and  wiihout  any  alteration,  except  in  the  cafes  aad 
in  the  manner  herein  otherwife  direfled. 

Prodded  alwaySi  and  he  it  further  en  8ed^  That  if  the  amouat  of  tbe 
duties  now  payable  by  any  perfon  (hall  conlifl  of  various  artistes,  on  the 
refpe^ve  amounts  whereof  di(f<^rent  rates  of  duly  are  hereby  impoted^  %e^ 
parate  afleffments  (hall  be  made  according  to  each  rare  of  dtity,  which  a&Jl 
txieilts  (haTtbe  refpedivefy  fkiade  on  the  aggregate  am<ntnt  of  the  faid  duties 
whereon  the  fame  rate  of  duty  is  impofed )  and  that  in  every  fuch  cale,  if 
the,  duties  of  tea  pounds  fet  ceniuM  and  ten  pounds  ptr  centum^  bow  pay- 
able on  the  amount  of  former  duties,  Oiail  nave  been  calculated  em  tbe 
whole  of  the  faid  foraner  dotiet  contained  in  any  aiTeflment,  it  (hall  be  \x9m 
ful  duly  to  apportion  the  fame  ;  and  the  faid  refpedive  commi(DoDcra  fiv 
ri^ecuttng  this  ad  (hall  caufe  the  t^os,  to  be  appoi  tioned  according  to  the 
refbeAive  amounts  of  ihe  faid  duties,  whereon  the  fame  ratea  ara  impofed* 
More  any  afle(rment  ihall  be  made  thereon  by  v'utue  of  this  aft. 

Provided 
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fmtidtd  ahffoySt  and  be  itfurthn  enaSed^  That  nothing  herein  con- 
tained fliall  be  coni^ed  te  extend  to  eharge  the  faid  additiimal  rate  or  duty 
on  the.  amount  of  the  duties  now  payable  on  carriages,  in  purfuaqce  of  an 
t6l  jniTcd  in  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefcht  Majcfty,  in 
refpefl  of  any  carnage  kept  by  any  perlbn  ^uly  liceu'ed  to  iet  out  horles  for 
hire,  nor  to  charge  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty,  or  the  annount  of  the 
duties  now  payable  on  fer«rants»  in  purfuance  of  two  afls,  palTtrd  in  ' 
the  twenty,  fifth  and  thirty- ft  vent  h  years  of  the  reign  of  his  prcienC  Ma- 
jefty,  ill  refpeft  of  any  waiter  kept  in  any  tavern,  coffce-houlc,  inn,  ale- 
boufe,  or  in  any  other  houfe  licenled  to  fell  wine,  ale,  or  other  liqoors  by 
retail}  nor  to  charge  the  faid  additional  rate  or  cJuty  on  the  amount  of  the 
duties  now  payable  on  carriages  as  aforei'aid,  in  refpe^l  of  any  carriage 
kept  or  to  be  kept  by  anv "coach- maker  for  the  purpole  of  being  let  out  to 
hire  prior  to  the  fixth  clay  of  April,  ons  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
ninety.eight.  .  ^ 

And  be  itfitrtberenaHedt  That  the  additional  rate  or  duty  hereby  grant- 
.  ed  on  the  tmquNt  of  the  duties  now  payable  on  houfes,  vvindows,  or  lights, 
or  on  inhabited  houfes,  (hall  be  charged  only  upon  the  occupiers,  for  the, 
time  being,  of  the  houfcs  or  tenements  in  refpe6l  whereof  thej'aid  duties 
now  payable  are  charged,  and  not  on  the  landlord  or  landlords  who  tet  or 
demile  the  fame,  (except  in  the  cafes  hereinafter  mentioned:)  any  cove-^ 
nant  or  agreement  made  or  entered  into  previous  to  the  paflSng  of  this  a^l^ 
relative  to  the  payment  of  any  duties  or  affeifments  to  be  impofed  upon 
luch  houfes  or  tenements,  or  upon  fuch  occupiers  in  refpe£l  thereof,  or  to 
be  impofed  on  the  amount  of  ihe  faid  duties  now  payable,  to  the  contrary 
notwitbftanding. 

Presided  aliwajs,  and  be  it  further  enaQedj  That  where  the  landlord 
of  any  houfe  or  tenement  is  qr  ftiall  be,  in  rel|-)c6l  thereof,  charged  to  the 
faid  dnties  now  payable,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe  the  amount  uf  fnch  charge 
Ihall  be  added  to  any  affe/Tment  of  the  faid  duties  now  payable,  which. 
Ifaali  have  been  made  vpon  the  occupier  of  fuch  houfe  or  tenement  be- 
fore the  additional  rate  or  duty  hereby  impofed  fluir  be  computed  on 
fuch  affeffments,  and  fuch  co>ptitatir»n  (hali  be  made  on  the  aggregate 
of  the  fums  contained  in  fuch  a/TefTment  after  fuch  addition  is  made» 
as  if  the  occupier  had  hern  charged  with  the  fum  fo  added.;  or  where, 
DO  afleffment  of  the  faid  ditties   now  payable  U  made  on  fuch  occupier, 
then  the  amount  of  the  faid  du  ies  now  payable  and  charged  upon  fuch 
ladjWd,  ihall  form  the  bafis  oi  the  afTefTmen:  of  the:  fii.t  addiiionalrate 
0r  dHlity  -to  be  made  upon  fuch  occupier,  which  Hull  be  calculated  upon. 
jhe  amount  thereof,  as  if  the  occupier  lad  been  charged  therewith,  fubjttft 
»everihelefs  totheexemj)'ion  hertinbefore  ({tclaied,  or^  to  fuch  abatement 
thereof  as  the  occupier  of  fuch  houle  or  tenement  would  havti  b.cn  entitled 
itinto,  if  he  or  flie  had  been  charged  to  the  faid  duties  now  payable  in  refpe& 
of  fuch  houfe  or  tenement.^ 

Provided  always^  and  be  H  further  enaStedy  That  where  any  houfe 
Ihail  be  divided  into  different  ftoiicS,  tenemtnXs,  or  lodgings,  and  fliall  be 
inhabited  by  two  or  more  perfuns  or  families,  the  landlord  or  owner  of 
fuch  houfe  fhall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  br  tl?e  occtipicr  thereof,,  and  fhall 
be  charged  with  and  liable  to  pay  tlie  additional  rate  or  duty  hereby 
rmpof  ed . 

And  be  ft  further  enaSed,  That  where  any  perfon  or  perfons  chargeable 
nrich  any  rate  or  duty  hereby  impofed,  fhall  be  under  the  age  of  twenty- 
:>ne  years,  in  every  fuch  cafe  the  parerfts  or  guardians  and  tutoi;8  of  fuch 
Infants  refpe6lively,  upon  default  of  payment  by  fuch  infants,  Oiall  be  and 
ire  hereby  mide  liable  to  and  charged  with  the  payments  which  i'uch  in- 
fants .ooght  to  have  made ;  and  if  fuch  parents,  guardians,  or  tutors  fhaTI 
xcglisSk  or  refufe  to  pay  as  aforefaid,  it  ihall  be  lawful  to  proceed  againfl 
,  Apfek.  Vot.  I;  1797.  K  them 
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thep  in  like  manner  as  againil  any  other  perfon  <Mr  perfons  making  defadr 
of-payment  of  the  additional  rate  or  duty  charged  upon  him,  her,  er  tKca 
refpecilively  ;  and  all  parents,  guardians,  or  tutors  making  pc^ycum  at 
aforefaid,  ihall  be  allowed  all  and  every  the  funis  paid  for  fuck  lafsats 
upon  his  or  their  accounts. 

And  be  it  further  fnaBedy  That  where  perfons  charged  to  the  add'.tksa] 
rate  or  duty  impo(ed  by  this  a£l,  (hall  die  within  the  term  herein  fnrmtcs> 
cd,  their  refpedUve  heirs,  exec'itors,  and  admlniftrators  ftiail  be  liable  to 
the  payment  of  all  arrears  of  the  faid  rate  or  duty  at  the  lime  ofrhric.tb« 
rcfpeftively  of  tht:ir  anceftors,  teiU^rs,  or  inteftates  rcfpe^Slivcly,  out  cf 
the  eftate  or  effe6\s  which  fliall  come  into  their  hands,  and  t^I^Co  to  iheray- 
ment  of  fuch  further  funis  as  would  have  become  payable,  h}'  virxue  c;  ibU 
aft,  from  fuch  ancettors,  teftators,  or  inteilates  refpeft  vch  ,  at  anv  tier* 
within  or  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  which  fuch  deaths  refpefli vely  happ^sai 
and  no  longer. 

And  he  it  further  enaSied^  That  the  commiflioners  authorizeil  or  af  pc.'a;- 
cd,  or  who  ftiall  be  hereafter  authorized  or  appointed,  to  put  5n  ejuciiiica 
'  the  afts  relative  to  any  of  the  prcfent  duties  placed  under  the  mana^caient 
of  the  commiiljoners  for  the  affairs  cl  t:ixes,  fli^U  be  commifnorcis  icr 
executing  this  prtJent  aft,  and  the  powers  herein  contains!,  wttb  riiasJ^m 
to  the  duties  hereby  granted  as  bcfbrc-niCDtioned,  in  aii  an*i  c»enr  :b« 
countief,  ridings,  divifions,  fiiire*,  llcwartries,  cities,  borough*,  c:nqGtf 
ports,  towns,  and  places  lefpeftivcl)*,  wiihln  the  kingdom  cf  G.cat 
Britain  ;  and  the  feveral  furveyors,  infpeftors,  affcfTors,  and  collcckat 
refpeftively,  appointed  oi  to  be  ?ppo!nted  to  put  in  execution  the  faM  afii, 
relative  to  the  faid  prefent  duties  under  the  management  of  the  commifiiic* 
ers  for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  or  any  of  {hem,  fhall  be  furvtyois,  iniptcio-s, 
afleflbrs,  an:l  coUeftors,  to  put  in  execution  tfi-s  prefent  ac>,  with  relatica 
to  the  (Uilies  hereby  granttd  as  before- mention'^d,  acccrd  ng  to  the  po«ers 
g-ivtn  to  ihem  rcfpeftively  by  the  faid  a6h,  cr  any  of  thtm,  and  not  heitby 
altered,  and  accoiding  to  the  pcwer^  given  to  them  by  this  aft  5  and  tke 
faid  ccmmiflioners,  and  othtr  the  pevlbns  aforefaid,  being  refptftiveiy  duiy 
jjualified  to  aft  in  the  execution  of  any  of  the  faid  afts,  fliall,  and  they 
are  hertby  refpeftivcly  empowered  and  required  to  do  all  things  neccffary 
for  putting  this  aft  in  execution,  with  relation  to  the  rcfpeSivc  rate*  cr 
dutiis  hereby  granted  as  before-mentioned,  in  the  like  and  in  as  fuIi  ar-d 
ample  a  manner  as  they  or  any  of  them  are  or  is  authorized  to  put  innec-^ 
tion  the  faid  afts  relative  to  the  f.*id  prel'ent  duties  undpr  the  managrincm  <.f 
the  faid  commillioners  for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  or  any  matters  or  thiags 
therein  rcfpeftively  contained. 

And  he  tt  fnrihtr  enaQcdy  that  tlic  aforefaid  reCpeftive  rates  ordui'i^s  hf 
this  aft  granted,  ihali  and  may  be  afceriained,  managed,  colIcfteJ,  reca- 
verid,  paid  oyer,  and acccunttd  for,  under  fuch  penalties,  forfeitures,  ani 
difabilities,  and  accordii;g  to  fuch  rules,  niethods,  dire^ions,  an-j  pro? - 
Jions,  by  which  the  rates  ?nd  di  ties  now  placed  under  the  mnnagemeai  of 
the  corr.mllTioners  for  the  atfriirs  of  taxes,  or  any  of  them,  areor  is,  or  ma)  be 
;.rcfrra:r.ed,  managed,  col'^i^^cd,  paid,  recovered,  paid  over,  and  accoiaittei 
^or,  except  as  far  as  any  of  the  faiJ  nile?,  methods,  direft  ions,  and  previikiit 
nre  exprtffly  varied  by  this  aft  ;  and  all  and  every  the  powers,  authojitiei, 
lules,  directions,  penalties,  forlieitures,  claulcs,  mSflters,  and  thtngc,  con- 
tained in  any  aft  or  afts  relative  tt  ih^  laid  rate-;  an4ldu:its,or  any  of  them 
now  in  force,  or  to  be  pad'cd  in  the  preftnt  ftfiion  of  Pai  liamenr,  for  the  fur- 
charging,  mitigating,  recovering,  paying,  and  accounting  for  the  raiei 
and  duties  by  any  former  afts,  granted,  as  far  as  the  fame  are  applicabk 
to  the  aforelaid  refpeftive  rates  or  duties  granted  by  this  aft,  and  not  cx- 
prcf^jly  varied  or  otherwife  provi^ied  fer  hereby,  IhaU  fcvcrally  and  itfpec- 
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c!y  he  in  full  force,  and  duly  obferved,  praftifed,  and  put  in  execution 
roughoutthe  kingdom  of  Gitat  Britain,  for,fiircharging,  mitigating  re- 
vering, paying,  aj*d  accounting  for  the  aforefaid  refpcctive  rates  or  dii- 
s  gr-^nred  by  \h\s  a£>,  as  fully  and  effgftually,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
ftrs,  as  if  the  fame  powers,  authorities,  nile«i,  dire£lions»  penalties,  for- 
tures,  claufes,  n)attcrs,  and  things,  were  particularly  repeated  and  re-en- 
ledinthebcdyof  this  aft. 

^hJ  Be  itfurthtr  enaStedy  That  the  faid  commiflioners  Ihall,  In  their  rc- 
tftivc  countie>,  ridings,  divii^ons,  fhires,  ftewartries,  cities,  boroughs, 
iquc  ports,  towns,,  and  places,  for  which  they  are  or  fhall  be  appointed 
mmifiioners  refpeftively,  meet  for  the  firft  time  on  or  before  the  firft  day 

February  one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  nineiy-eight,  and  proceed  in 
e  execution  of  this  aft,  in  the  manner  herein  direfted  ;  and  where  no  par- 
:ular  direftions  are  hereby'  givtn,  then  in  fuch  and  the  fame  manner  as  is 
cfcribcd  by  any  aft  or  afts  with  rcfpcft  to  the  rates  and  duties  before  mcn- 
:ned,  under  the  management  cf  the  faid  commi/liofiers  for  the  affairs  of 
«e?. 

And  he  iijunher  enaBed^  That  if  it  fliall  happen  that  no  fuch  meeting 
all  be  held  in  any  di»hift  within  the  time  before  limited,  thtu  it  fhall  be 
w{ul  for  the  commiflioners  for  exectjting  this  aft,  or  any  two  or  more  of 
em,  in  all  and  ^vcry  the  refpcftive  dittrifts  refpeftively  wherein  fuch 
retlng  fliad  iiox  behtld,  to  meet  and  execute  the  faid  powers  at  any  other 
re  Of  tirhes,  or  for  the  faid  commilTioners  who  (hall  be  prefent  at  any 
?eti»ig  to  be  held  in  any  diftrift  for  carrying  into  execution  any  former 
\  or  adls,  relative  to  any  of  the  duties  herein-pientioned,  to  execute  the 
►wcrs  granted  by  this  aft  ;  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  proceed  in  the 
ccution  of  thifs  aft^  at  the  firft  meeting  to  be  held  in  purfuance  of  this 
I,  or  of  fuch  former  aft  or  afts  ;  and  all  fuch  meetings,  and  alt  afts  done 
r  the  faid  commiflioners  at  fuch  meetings,  fliall  be  as  valid,  to  all  intents 
id  purpoles,  as  if  the  fame  had  been  particularly  appointed  in  purfuance  of 
e  direftions  Of  this  aft. 

And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  as  foon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the 
lifing  of  this  aft,  the  commiflioners  for  the  affairs  of  taxes  (hall  caufe  to 
'  prepared  true  fchcdules  of  the  pierfons  refpcclively  who  are,  aflefled  to 
e  duties  now  payable  in  two  or  mor^  pariihes  or  phces  in  any  part  of 
reat  Britain,  whether  fuch  pariflies  or  places  fnali  be  fituate  within  the 
vifion  of  the  fame  commiflioners  for  executing  this  act,  or  within  dif- 
rent  diviiionc,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  rei'pective  aiTclTments  ) 
h'ch  faird  fchedulcs  fliall  be  tranfmitted  to  the  refpcctive  ccnimifliojicrs 
T  executing  this  act  within  their  refpcctive  divifwns  where  any  of  fuch 
rcffments  have  bten  made  j  and  that  the  feveral  and  refpcctive  commif- 
jners  for  extcuting  this  act  fhallj  within  their  rcijpectlve  divifion8,at  their 
ift  meeting  to  be  hoiden  as  afc.icfaid,  cauia  their  tefpective  clerks,  or 
ich  other  perfons  as  they  rtfpcctivcly  fhall  employ  for  that  purpofc,  tore- 
ith,  or  as  loon  after  ns  conveniently  may  be,  not  later  than  fevcn  days 
'ter  fuch  meeting,  juftly,  and  without  fraud,  to  compute  and  afcertain 
le  amount  of  tiierate  or  duty  by  this  act  inipof^d  upon,  or  in  refpect  of 
^cry  fuch  alfeflment  upon  any  ptrfons  within  their  refpcctive  divifions, 
:cording  to  the  refpcctive  i  ate s  before-mentioned,  and  according  to  the 
rovifjons  of  thisact,  and  to  make  out  feheduits  thereof  for  each  parifli  or 
(ace.  Containing  the  amountof  thefums  charged  by  virtue  <^fthis  act  upon 
ich  perfcn  within  fuch  pariflies  and  placts  reipectively,  and  alfo  the 
mount  of  the  iums,  if  any,  with  which  the  faid  peifons  are  refjjcctively 
hargcd  to  ihe  fnid  duties  now  payable  in  any  other  parifli  or  place  in 
Jreat  Bi itain,   together  with  the  nnmes  of  ths  Itvcral  psrfons  chargeable 
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therewkhy  and  the  amount  of  thefa'id  former  rates  and  daCte^wl 
ibch  additional  rates  or  duties,  by  this  act  impofed,  ihall  be  computed  sd 
ascertained,  and  fhall  caufe  certificates  and  duplicates  theitof  to  ht 
made  out,  which  ceitificates  and  duplicates  thereof  rerpccriveiT'  ftal 
be  fig  red  by  t\^  o  or  more  of  fuch  commidioners ;  and  tlic  laid  oci^ajl 
certificates,  beihg  6ift  numbered  and  rcgiftertdi  (hall  he  delivered  la 
therefpective  clerks  to  ilie  faid  commKHoners,  and  by  them  carefully  krpt, 
and  the  faid  duplicates  thereof  (hall  forcwith  he  tianrmicted  toinckper^ 
fons,  and  in  li^ch  and  the  like  manner,  as  is  directed  by  any  act  or  acts  bow 
in  force  relative  to  the  laid  tonher  duties,  with  refptict  to  the  duplka&ts  of 
a(reflrn''ents  then  in  mentioned. 

And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  a  copy  of  the  certificatea  to  be  icadeoat 
as  atoreiaid,  (h&li  forthwith,  after  the  fame  (hall  be  figned  as  afocefaad,  le 
tranimitted  to  ikerefpective  aflfeffors  appointed  or  to  be  appointed  as  afon> 
faM  in  each  pari(h  or  pLice  within  the  refpective  diviiions  of  the  laid  cosa- 
BiiSfioners  ;  which  faid  .-viTe/Tois  (hall  cauie  notice  thereof  in  writing  to  be 
given  to  each  perfon  fo  charged,  or  left  at  his  or  her  place  of  abcKk  in  lock 
pariflies  or  places  lefpeciively. 

And  he  it  further  enactedy  That  it,  (hall  be  law(ul  for  any  fiirTeyw  or  ia- 
fyecior  o{  the  faid  duties  dow  payable,  to  attend  any  meeting  or  meetings 
of  the  refpcctive  commiflioners  tor  executing  thia  act,  and  to  infpect  aad 
examine  any  a(re(rment  to  be  made  under  the  authority  of  thia  act,  and  sB 
fuch  a(refrments  (ha^,  at  the  requeftof  any  (bcl)  furveyor  or  iiij]i€ctcr,be 
produced  for  his  ertbeir  examination  ;  and  in  cafe  he  or  they  (ha!]  find  aijr 
'  error  In  the  fame  aflfefrments  oi  any  of  them,  at  any  time  before  the  (aid 
commidioneis  (hall  have  figned  and  allowed  the  (ame  refpectively,  wbick 
in  the  judj^ment  of  tlie  faid  commilTioners  (liall  require  amendment,  it  ftafl 
tt  iawfu  foT  the  laid  c(  mmiiTionei  s  to  amend  the  (ame  accordingly  ;  and  ia 
cafe  any  enor  (hall  be  difcovered  in  any  afle(rment,  after  t|ie  fao^  (hajlbe 
aliowt^d,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  furveyor  or  infpector,  and  he  ortbeyis 
and  are  hereby  rsqu-red  to  certify  the  fame  to  the  faid  reipective  commtf* 
iionersi  who  (hall  have  power  to  caufe  the  fame  to  be  amended,  if  in  tbeir 
judgment  rhey  deem  any  amendment  requifite. 

And  be  it  Juribtr  enaded.  That  if  any  perfon  is  or  (ball  be  afltflcd  to 
the  duties  Aow  payable  in  two  or  more  parilhes  or  places,  the  addiiiosa] 
rate  or  duty  hetehy  granted  (hall  be  charged  upon  fuch  perlbn  accoidiag 
to  the  aggie[>ate  amounts  as  aforefaid  oi  the  rtfpective  duties  to  wfcick 
fuch  pet  fen  is  or  (liall  be  a(rt  (fed  in  fuch  pari(hes  or  places  \  and  it  fliall  be 
la^vful  for  the  faid  refpective  comntiflioners,  and  they  arc  heicby  requiied, 
to  caufe  an  a(rc(rment  to  be  made  of  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty  here- 
by im}x>fed  upon  any  perfon  (ba(r«:fled  in  two  parilhes  or  places,  upon  the 
amount  cif  the  faid  duties  contained  in  each  afle(fment.  belonging  to  the  di- 
vifion  where  fuch  commiflioDvrs  refpectively  (hall  act,  bui  nevcrthde^ia 
proportion  to  and  at  the  rate  before  fpecified  for  the  aggregate  amount  of 
the  laifl  duties  to  which  fuch  perfon  is  aflefTed  in  ail  the  laid  ievural  afieff- 
mcntsmade  in  the  (ame,  or  in  different  diviiions  as  aforefaid. 

Pro*i'ided  ahwajsy  and  he  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  perAin,  charged 
by  the  lalt  afTelftucnt  or  a(rc(Tmc4*ts  made  as  aforefaid  to  any  of  the  duties 
rfdw  payable  on  feivants,  caniages,  or  hoifes,  (hall  at  any  time  before  the 
tenthday  of  O^^lober  cne  thouland  feven  hundred  and  ninety  fevca,  hate 
ceafed  to  kctp  any  ftrvant,  carriage,  or  horfc,  or  any  nunnbcr  cf  fervants, 
cairiages,  or  horles,  fcr  which  he  or  (lie  (liall  have  been  (b  chajged,  acd 
(hall  have  bond  fide  ceafe  to  keep  tlieTatnc,  and  (hall  have  remained  during 
the  whole  interval,  withi^ut  any  fervant,  carriage,  or  horfe^^or  any  (erranis, 
carriagts  or  hories,  liable  to  the  like  duty  in  lieu  of  the  former,  then  luch 
perfon  ihall,  on  proof  thereof  to  the  fatisfa^tiou  of  the  cooiroiflldr4ert  for  ex- 
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cuttng  this  z&^  be  exempted  from  any  charge  to  be  made  by  Tirtac  of  thk 
ift  on  the  a,monnt  of  the  faid  duties  nowr  payable  on  fuch  fervants,  car-, 
iageS)  and  horfcs  refpeflivtJy . 

And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  where  any  pcrfon  charged  to  the  duties 
tow  payable  on  houiefi,  windows,  or  lights,  or  on  inhabited  houfes,  (hall 
■emove  from  the  dwelling  htufe  tn  refpcct  whereof  fuch  charge  (hall  have 
Hen  impofcd,  the  aflcffment  mnde  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  fo  far  as  relates  to 
he  amount  of  the  duties  payable  in  rcfpcci  of  fuch  dwelling  boufe,  (hall" 
:eaie  and  determine  from  the  day  on  which  notice  ihali  be^iven  of  iuch 
emoval  to  the  collectors  or  afleflors,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  of  the 
lartih  or  place  where  fuch  dwelling  houfe  is  fituate,  and  the  fucceeding  oc- 
rupier  (hall  become  clArgeable  to  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty,  in  re- 
*pect  of  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  from  the  day  he  or  (he  (hall  become  the  occu- 
)ier  thereof,  and  the  commiilioners  for  executing  this  act  ihall  caufe  an  af- 
elTment  to  be  made  on  fuch  fucceeding  occupier,  on  the  apiountof  the 
hitiet  payable  in  refpect  of  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  and  alfo  on  the  amount 
if  fuch  otlicr  of  the  faid  duties  now  payable^  to  which  fuch  occupier  was 
}r  Oiall  be  liable  to  be  aireflfed :  provided  always,  that  the  perfon  fo  re- 
noving  (hall  be  liable  to  be  ag«m  charged  to  the  faid  additional  rate  or 
luty,  m  refpectof  any  other  dwelling  houib  which  he  or  (he  may  occupy  at 
my  timeatter  fuch  removal ;  and  alfo  on  the  amount  of  fuch  other  of  the 
aid  duties  now  payable^  to  which  fuch  perfon  was  a(re(Ied  previous  to  fuch 
emuval,  which  charge  (hall  commence  from  the  time  fuch  perfon  (hall  be* 
'ome  the  occupier  ol  fuch  other  dwelling  houfe,  and  (hall  be  paid  on  the 
nftalment  next  enfuing. 

Provided  aifwayst  and  be  it  further  encictedf  That  nothing  herein  contain- 
:d  (hall  be  conttrued  to  extend  to  charge  wi>h  the  faid  additional  rate  or  • 
Inty,  any  perfon  in  refpect  of  any  clork,  watch,  or  timekeeper,  kept,  u(ed^ 
)r  worn  after  the  (ifth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
vinety  eight,  unlefs  fuch  perfon  diall  have  been  or  (hall  be  charged  to  the 
Intics  now  payable  on  clocks,  watches,  and  timekeepc  89  within  the  year 
ndlng  on  the  (ifth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety, 
ight,  in  refpect  of  a  clock,  watch,  or  timekeeper,  kept>  \)fed,  or  worn, 
ireviouft  to  the  (ifth  day  of  Januaiy  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety 
■ight ;  ^ny  thing  herein  before  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithflandiogl 

Anid  be  it  Jurtber  enaBed,  That  where  two  or  more  perfons  (lull  be 
Dintly  affefTed  to  the  duties  now  payable  on  houfer,  windows,  or  lights* 
>r  on  inhabited  houfes,  in  refpcft  of  the  fame  dwelling  houfe,  and  the  faid 
lerfons,  or  any  or  either  of  t)iem,  (hall  be  federally  affc (Ted  to  the  faid 
lUties,  now  pay:?ble  in  rcfpeft  of  any  other  dwelling  houfe,  or  (hall  be  fe- 
derally a(fe(red  to  any  other  of  the  faid  duties  now  payable,  it  (hall  be  law* 
ul  for  the  commilTioncrs  for  executing  this»«ft,  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
uired  to  make  an  airefTment  of  the  l'aid*a4dirional  rate  or  duty  on  llie 
mount  of  the  duties  contained  in  fuch  joint  alfeffment,  up«n  fuch  one  af 
he  faid  perfons  fo  jointly  charged,  who  (hair  be  alfo  fevcially  charged  to 
he  faid  duiies  now  payable  to  a  gie^ter  amount  than  any  other  of  the  faid 
lerfons  fo  jointly  charged,  unlels  a  certificate,  apportioning  the  fums  to 
ifbich  each  fuch  perfon  (ball  be  charged,  (hall  be  dJiveied  to  ibe  faid  com- 
nifiioners  within  iiich  time  as  hereinafter  is  allowed. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  where  two  or  more  perfons  (hall  be  af- 
irffed  to  the  duties  now  payable  on  houles,  windows,  or  lights,  or  on  in* 
abited  houfes,  in  refptft  of  the  fame  dwelling  houfe,  either  as  joint  occu- 
iert  thereof,  or  as  in  partner(hip  together }  or  in  cafe  one  or  more  of  fuch 
>iut  occupiers  or  partners  (hall  be  fo  affcfled,  exclufive  of  the  other  iccu* 
iei  s  of  fuch  dwelling  houle^  or  exclufive  of  the  oxher  partners  as  afoixlaidy 
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it  (hall  be  lawful  for  them,  or  any^of  them,  at  any  tiroe  before  the  : 
inent  to  be  liiade  by  virtue  of  this  aft  /ball  be  figned  and  allowed,  to  crrti- 
,  i'y  the  fame  to  the  commiflioners  for  executing  this  a£l  by  wriiing  ander 
their  or  bis  hands,  and  to  ttate  in  Aich  certificate  the  juft  proportions  of  ebe 
laid  duties  now  payable,  to  which  each  of  fuch  occupiers  or  partners  is 
liable  to  contribute  by  virtue  of  any' covenant  or  agreement  Aibfifting  be- 
tween  them,  or  by  virtue  of  fuch  occupation  or  partnerfliip ;  and  the  &si 
commiifionei  s  (hail  caufe  the  additional  rate  or  duty'  hereby  tmpofe^i  ti>  be 
charged  on  each  of  fuch  occupiers  or  partners,  according  to  the  pioportiocs 
ib  certifiedy  and  in  like  manner  as  if  the  proportion  of  each  occupier  or 
partner  in  fuch  dwelling  houfe  was  payable  in  refpeft  of  a  diftind  asd  ^- 
parare  dwelling- houfe ;  and  in  cafe  no  fuch  certificate  (hall  be  delivered  to 
the  faid  commiffioners  before  an  afTeffment  (hall  be  made  on  the  unofmit  of 
the  faid  duties  payable  in  refped  of  fucU  dwelling  houfe  as  aibrelaid.  It 
fhall  be  lawful  for  (uch  joint  occupiers  or  partners  as  aforefaid,  if  they  cr 
any  of  them  (hatl  think  themfelves  or  himfelf  aggrieved  by  the  faid  a&S^ 
ment,  to  appeal  to  tlie  faid  commifFioners,  provided  that  at  the  time  of 
fuch  appeal  a  like  certificate  as  aforefaid  (hall  be  delivered  t6  the  (aid  Com- 
miflioners,  (latmg  thejufl  proportions  of  the  faid  duties  now  payablej  with 
wich  each  of  fuch  occupiers  or  partners  ought  to  be  chai^gcd ;  and  the  faid 
commiflioners  are  hereby  required  to  hear  and  determine  fuch  appeal ;  and 
if  the  matter  contained  in  fuch  appeal  fliall  be  proved  to  the  fatisfa^on  of 
the  faid  commiflioners,  they  (hall  caufe  the  faid  a(fefli(nent  to  be  ailicnded, 
and  the  refpefkive  occupiers  and  partners  aforefaid  to  be  (everally  afleffid 
according  to  the  ju(l  proportions  (b  to  be  afcertained,  and  on  the  amount 
of  the  faid  duties  now  payable,  with  which  tbey  feiferally  ought  to  be 
charged  in  refpe-6lof  fuch  dwelling  houfe,  and  of  fuch  other  of  the  laid  duties 
now  payable,  to  which  fuch  occupier  or  partner  (hall  be  ziCcScd. 

And  be  it  further  enaQed^  That  if  any  per  ion  orperfons  (hall  think  him 
or  herleif,  or  themfelves,  aggrieved  by  any  fuch  a(Ie(rment,  by  reaian  that 
the  additional  rate  or  duty  hereby  impofed  hath  been  mifcalculated  in  the 
amount  thereof,  or  that  the  fame,  or  any  part  thereof  hath  been  taken  at  a 
d-fFerent  rate  than  this  afb  diredlsy  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  him,  her,  or  iben 
refpeftively  to  appeal  to  the  faid  fcommiffioners  againft  any  fuch  aflefTment  ^ 
and  the  faid  conimiilionera  for  executing  this  a£^,  or  any  two  or  more  of 
ilitm,  (halt  and  they  are  hereby  required  to  hear  and  determine  all  fuch 
appeals  within  their  refpe6Vive  divifions ;  and  if  it  (hall  appear  to  the  iacis- 
tjd'on  of  fuch  commi(T»oners,  that  the  additional  rate  or  duty  hereby  im- 
pofed is  mifcalcnlated  in  the  afl'elTment  or  affeirments  made  on  fuch  perfoa 
orperlbns  rcfpcftivcJy,  or  taken  at  a  different  rate  than  this  adt  dircdf, 
then  the  faid  commifnoners  are  hereby  nuthorifed  and  cmpowenrd  to  com- 
^)ute  and  afcertain  the  fiim  ju(lly  to  be  charged  upon  fuch  a(re(rment  or 
ani'irnitnts,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  a^,  and 
to  amend  the  fame  whenever  they  (hail  fee  juft  caufe  fo -to  dp  \  and  the  de- 
termination of  the  faid  commifiioners  thereupon  (hall  be  final :  Provided  al- 
ways that  the  faid  commiflioners,  or  any  of  tbem,  (hall  not,  upon  the 
bearing  of  any  appeal  to  any  fuch  afftfTment,  make  any  alteration  or  abate- 
ment whatever  in  the  affefTments  of  the  faid  former  rates  or  duties  whereon 
the  duty  by  this  a(rt  impofed  hath  been  afcertained. 

And  he  it  further  enoQed^  Thai  the  commi(rioncrs  for  executing  this  a6l» 
in  their  refpe£live  divifions,  (hall,  if  they  deem  it  expedient  for  the  better 
execution  of  this  a6V,  nominate  affittant  commiffioners  to  receive,  hear,  and 
determine  the  appeals  of  perfons  entitled  to  be  exempted  from  the  payment 
of  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty,  or  to  any  abatement  thereof,  accordiing 
to  the  provilions  of  this  a£l  \  for  which  purpofc  the  faid  commiffioners  for 
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xecuting  tliis  zSi,  preient  at  the  firft  meeting  to  be  bolden  at  afsrefaid, 
r  at  ibme  other  meeting  to  be  holden  as  foon  a$  conveniently  may  be,  not 
Iter  than  feven  days.from  fuch  meeting,  or  the  major  part  of  the  commif- 
oners  then  prefent,  (hall,  out  of  the  perfors  afleiTed  to  the  duties  now 
ayable^  and  refident  in  the  refpeflive  parilhes  and  places  in  which  fuch 
erfons  refpeftively  are  afleflfed  to  the  faid  duties  now  payable,  make  out 
lift  of  the  peribns  fo  aiTeffed  in  each  fuch  pariih  and  place,  beginning 
rith  the  perfon  aflfeiTed  to  the  greatcft  amount  in  fuch  afleifment,  and  fo 
ownwards,  according  to  the  amount  of  each  peribn^s  afTciTment ;  and 
irhich  lifts  (hall  contain  the  names  of  fo  many  of  thofe  perfons  as  the  faid 
ommiflions  (hall  in  thePr  difcretion,  after  taking  into  confideration  the  (ize 
f  each  paFi(h  and  place,  and  the  number  of  perfons  aOkfftd  therein  re- 
pe^lively,  require  to  a6i  as  aiTiilant  commi(rioiiers  for  each  fuch  pariih  or 
ilace,  according  to  the  provifionsof  this  a£l;  which  lifts,  being  refpeflively 
igned  by  two  or  more  of  the  faid  commKTioners,  they  (hall  caufe  to  be  de« 
ivered  to  the  refpe^live  aiTeffors  and  colle6)ors  of  the  r^fpe6^ive  pari(hes  and 
»lac€S  within  their  refpe^ive  divifions,  with  a  notice  fubfcribed  to  each 
ill  of  the  day  to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  commi(?ioners  for  executing  this 
.61,  as  hereinafter  is  mentioned,  which  day  (h;^l  not  be  later  than  ten 
iays  after  fuch  lifts  (lull  be  figned ;  and  the  faid  refpe£live  aiTeHbrs  and 
olle^ors  ihali,  without  delay,  caufe  the  refpedlive  persons  named  jn  fuch 
ifts  to  be  fummoned  by  noiice  in  writing,  cither  given  perfonally,  or  left 
Lt  their  refpe^live  places  of  abode,  to  affemble  themft:lve»s  at  the  time  men- 
ioned  in  fuch  notice,  for  the  purpofe  of  qualifying  themfelves  to  a61  in  the 
xecuiion  of  this  a£l,  and  at  fuch  place  as  meetings  for  parochial  purpofet 
ire  ufually  holden,  or  at  fuch  other  place  as  the  commiflioners  for  executing 
his  a6l  (hall  think  fit  to  appoint:  Provided  always,  that  if  the  commif- 
ioners  for  executing  this  a6l  (hall  fee  any  juft  caufe  why  any  perfon  or 
)erion8  in  the  order  before  prefcri bed,  a^  to  the  amount  of  their  i^fpeftive 
i{Ic(rmenls,  is  or  are  not  of^  (itnefs  and  ability  to  execute  the  o(Hce  of  af* 
iftant  commKTioner,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  them  to  exclude  any  fuch  perfon 
>r  perfons  from  fuch  lift,  and  to  infert  in  fuch  lift  the  names  of  other 
erfons  in  fuch  pari(h  or  place,  ntxt  in  order  as  to  the  amount  of  their 
elpeflive  aftelTments  as  aforefaid. 

rrovided  aJnvqySy  and  bt  it  further  enaBtdt  That  where  three  or  more 
it  and  able  peribns  as  aforefaid,  a(rt(red  in  any  pari(h  or  phcetothe  do- 
les now  payable,  cannot  be  found  to  accept  the  office  of  afllftant  commif- 
ioner,  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  the  commiflioners  for  executing  this  a61»  to 
inite  fuch  parifti  or  place  to  fome  adjacent  or  contiguous  parfti  or  place, 
}ari(hes  or  places,  and  to  nominate  a(riftant  commiifioners  for  the  pari(hes 
)r  places  fo  united,  out  of  the  perfons  afre(red  therein  refpe£lively  to  the 
luties  now  payable,  as  if  the  fame  had  conftituted  one  parifti  or  place 
>nly. 

Pro<vided  al/o^  and  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  fliail  be  lawful  for  the 
lommilTioners  for  executing  ihis  a£l,  whenever  the  number  of  perfons 
i(refred  in  any  parifti  or  pLce  HiaII,  in  their  judgment,  require  that  af- 
iftant  commiluoners  (hould  a£l  at  difttrent  places  at  the  fame  time,  to  di- 
ride  the  perfons  qualifying  themfel^'es  fo  to  z6i  for  any  pari(h  or  place 
nto  diftin^l  committees,  and  t#  allot  to  each  committee  difttn6l  divifions 
vithin  each  fuch  pari(h  or  place,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  in  their  difcretion 
hall  think  moft  convenient. 

Provided  alfot  and  be  it  further  enoBed,  That  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for 
nore  than  feven  peribas  to  a£l  together  for  any  pari(h  or  place  having  one 
:ominittee  only,  nor  any  greater  number  to  ad  together  in  the  (ame  com- 
nittee  in  any  pari(h  or  pl^ce  baring  more  than  one  committee  j  and  that 
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where  more  than  ftvtn  pcrfons  qualified  to  a6l  ihaH  attend  at  any  meetiiier  g( 
Axh  committee,  fcven prrlbns  among  them  fliaii  bechofen  indificrenxly  by 
for,  and  the  red  (hnH  be  excluded  f/ohfi  ailing  at  fiich  meeting. 

Jnd  be  it  further  enaSed.,  That  eveiy  perfon,  before  be  fliall  3&  ai  as 
afiiitant  commiiTioner  in  the  execution  of  thi»  a£^,  fhall,  and  he  i«  licRbj 
required  to  take  the  foilowing  o^th  $  (that  is  to  fay) 

"  I  A.  H.  do  fwear,  That  I  Will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  aa 
<<  aHlitant  comini({ioner»  accordirig  to  an  a6l  pafled  in  the  ihtrty- 
*•  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  matefty  K»ngGforfine  fbe  Thsri, 
"  intitutlcd,  «*  An  Aft  [Here  Jkt forth  the  title  of  the  a^J  and  that 
*^  I  will  determine  upon  all  appenh  which  (ha)l  be  broagKt  bcSsre 
**  me  under  the  faid  a6^,  without  favour  orafFe^icn,  and  accocd* 
<'  ing.to  the  beft  of  my  kuowletlge  and  jucigment. 

"  fo  help  me  God.'' 
Which  oath  any  two  or  more  of  the  perform  nominateii  afliftant  c<Hnm»fioDrrs 
as  aforefaid,  is  and  are  hereby  empewtred  to  adiTsinifter;  and  if  anjperfbo 
fhall  afl  as  an  aiTiibnt  commtrfioner  in  the  execmion  of  this  aA,  bctore  he 
ii\aX\  have  taken  the  oath  before- men lioned,  except  in  admiftiUcring  the 
iaid  oath»  he  (hall  f4ar  every  lixck  offence  forfeit  and  pay  the  fom  of  one 
hundred  pounds. 

And  be  it  further  enaSed,  That  in  cafe  of  nny  appeal  by  any  pcHba  cr 
peiTons  who  (hall  be  qualified  to  a£lasan  afliftant  commiflioner  for  the  pa* 
rifli  or  place  wiiere  fuch  appeal  ffiall  be  made,  the  aflxitant  comtflkxner  cob> 
cerned  therein  ihall  have  no  voice,  hut  the  fame  (hall  b«  determined  by  the 
rell  of  the  commiiHoners,  or  the  major  purt  of  them  then  preirnt,  in  liJbe 
manner  as  if  the  perion  appealing  had  not  io  quarified  bimfelf. 

Piovided  Uivajs,  and  be  it  further  ena3ed^  That  where  the  faid  com- 
niifiioners  for  executing  this  »6l  ihali  not  deem  it  expedient  to  nominate  aay 
afliftant  commilTioners  for  the  purpofes  of  this  a£k,  in  their  refpeflive  din- 
fions,  or  in  any  parifli  or  place  within  the  fame,  it  (hall  be  lawrfnl  for  the 
faid  commifTtoners  for  executing  this  a8^,  and  they  are  hereby  relpe^velr 
reqxnred,  to  execute  this  ad  in  a41  thmgs  appertoing  to  a(Yiftanr  commit 
fioners,  and  ibr  that  purpofeto  meet  at  fuch  places,  within  their  rtfpeAirt 
d.ivifions,  as  they  (hall  think  proper  and  (hall  appoint,  and  at  f'ich  timet 
refpetltvtly  as  they  (h'lil  find  convenient,  fo  that  this  a£l  (hill  in  all  rc- 
fpe£^s  l:>e  duly  executed  within  the  times  and  in  the  manner  herein  prcicnh- 
cd,  and  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  hereof;  and  all  and  every 
the  refpe^live  poewrs  iicrehy  dt)-e£led  to  be  executed  by  a(Ii((ant  cotmnif. 
£oners  (hill,  in  each  and  every  of  the  cafes  herein-before  mentxined,  be 
▼efled  in  the  commiifioners  for  executing  th's  afl  in  their  refpeAiee  divi> 
£on$,  as  fully  and  effe^lually  as  if  the  faid  relfKrdlive  powers  had  been  (pe- 
ciaiiy  vefltd  in  the  faid  laft-mentioned  commiflionerr* 

And  be  it  further  enactedy  That  the  refpc^^ivc  ccrnmiflioners  for  execut- 
ing this  a^  flnll  in  their  refpe£iive  divilions  appoint  the  day  and  time  of  * 
hollaing  thefirit  meeting  of  thea(Iiftantcomm!(1ioners  for  e-\ch  parilh  orplace, 
and  which  (hall  be  cn/ome  convenient  day  within  the  time  before  limited^ 
and  fhfil!  dire6l  therefpe^ive  a(re(rors  to  give  public  notice  thereof  by  affix-' 
ing  the  fame  on  the  church  or  chapel  door  of  ^ch  pari(h  or  place,  or  when 
there  (hall  be  no  fuch  church  or  chapel,  then  to  give  fuch  public  notice  tbert* 
of  as  hath  been  ufual  in  cafes  requiring  public  notice  within  fuch  parT(hor 
place;  which  afftflTors  rerpe6lively  are  hereby  required  to  give  fuch  notice 
accordingly,  and  to  infcrt  therein  the  place  of  holding  the  Mt  meeting  of 
the  faid  a(ri(iant  commi(rioners,  and  which  (hail  he  the  ufual  place  of  hoki* 
in^  parochial  meetings  in  fuch  pari(h  or  place ;  and  that  the  refpeftive 
afliilant  commilFioners,  who  have  afTepibled  at  the  ufual  place  for  hoUi^ 

parochial 
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arocfaial  mcetinef^  and  duly  quaiifiecl  themfirlves  to  aft  for  focfi  ^fSurifh  f 
nd  places  refpeaivcly^  cr  9ny  three  or  more  of  them  refpe^lively,  Ihaliy. 
nd  cbey  are  hereby  empowered  to  fix  a  convenient  place  for  jioldint;  their 
Hture  meetings  within  theii*  refpti^^ive  parifhe $  and  places*  of  which  they 
hall  caufe  the  like  public  notice  to  be  given,  and  (hail  infert  in  fuchnottoe 
he  time  appointed  s^s  aforefaid  for  their  fecond  meeting,  which  ihall  not 
>e  latei'  than,  ten  days  after  the  copies  of  the  certificates  ^aU  have  been 
ranfnnitted  to  the  rerpe£live  aflfeilbi-s  as  herein  before  mentioned  $  at  which 
rcond  mectins:  all  perions  intending  to  appeal  on  the  ground  of  exemption, 
NT  from  tbeaiTeffment  nnade  upon  them,  in  order  to  obtain  any  abatement 
yf  the  amount  thereof,  (ball  give  notice  of  luch  intention  to  the  faid  afltilanC 
eoinmiilioners }  and  the  faid  nfTiftant  commiilionbi's  prcibfit  at  (tich  iecond 
aeettng'fhallthjen  there  openly  ,deci  a  re  to  the  refJK^live  perfons  intending  fo 
!0  appeal,  in  what  manner  and  under  what  dire^iuifs  and  rules,  they  ought 
ind  (hould  make  their  declarations  of  the  amount  of  income  in  refpeft 
irhereof  they  (hall  be  entitled  to  any  fuch  exemption  or  abatement  as  herein 
nentionecj,  and  how  they  ought  to  proceed  in  -making  the  fame,  and  the 
penalties  they  will  be  liable  to  by  making  an  untrue  declaration  of  any  mat- 
ler  Required  to  be  declared  therein  -y  and  fuch  meeting  fo  to  be  held  fliall  be 
continued  [by  adjournment  from  day  to  day  (Sundays  excepted)  until  all 
ihcappeiils  fo  to  be  entered  (hall  be  heard  ani  determined. 

And  be  it  further  eiuuted^  Thavlf  any  ptrfon  flisU  claim  to  be  exempted 

From  the  additional  late  or  duty  which  ih.dl  be  afieCrtfd  by  virtue  ofihisa^l, 

or  to  be  entitled  to  any  abatement  thereof  in  the  pcoportions  herein  before 

dated,  it  fhaU  be  lawful  tor  him  or  her  to  appeal  to  the  af^ftant  commif^ 

fionersr  to  be  appointed  f^^r  each  parKli  or  place  as  aforefaid,  or  to  the  com- 

■siffioners  for  executing  this  ae^,  as  the  caie  fliall  require;  and   the  faid 

affiftant  commUTioners,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  not  exceeding  the 

number  of  feven,  as  afui-efaid,  or  the  faid  commiilionei  s  for  executing  this 

aft,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  (hall,  and  they  are  hereby  required  to 

liear  and  determine  any  fuch  appeal,  provided  that  at  the  time  bt  hearing 

the  ikiiie  appeal  a  declaration  in  writing  (hall  be  pixxtuced,  AgiEied  by  the 

appellant,  and  attefted  by  two  or  more  credible  witnefTes,  who^iball  have 

feen  fuch  ap^laat  fign  the  fame$  which  declaration  (hall  be  in  the  form 

SoUowIng,  in  the  ichedule  hereunto  annexed  \  and  all  fuch  appeals  (hall  be 

bcaid  and  determined  in  the  ord«r  in  which  fuch  declarations  (hail.be  deli. 

vered  5  and  in  cafe  any  claim  ihall  be  allowed  by  the  afllftant  commi0ioner8» 

the  faid  afliftant  comraifTioners  (hall  make  out  their  certificates  to  the  re. 

fpedtive  commi(rioiier8  for  executing  this  a6l,  (fating  therein  the  limit  of 

tne  annual  incon>e  of  every  fuch  appellant,  as  declared  by  him  or  her,  and 

the  faid  commi(!ioners  fo^  executing  this  a^  (ball  in 'fuch  cafe  caufe  the  af« 

fefTment  to  be  amended  as  the  cafe  (hall  require  ;  and  in  all  appeals  heard 

lietbrethe  commi(rtoners  for  executing  th'S  a^,  in  cafe  any  chim  (hall  be 

Ullowed,  they,  (hall  alfo  caufe  the  afrelTinent  to  be  amended  in  like  manner : 

'provided  always,  that  the  (aid  refpcdive  coinmiflioners,  oi  any  of  them, 

fiutll  not  upcn  ai.y  account  allow  any  exemption,  or  make  abatement  in  the 

charge  made  upon  anyperfon  by  any  fuch  a(rt(rment  as  aforefaid,  but  the 

fame  (hall  ftand  good,  unltfs  the  appellant  (hall  verify  the  contents  of  eveiy 

fiichdcclaiation  upon  oath  or  affirmation,  which  oath  or  affirmation  any 

three  or  more  of  the  faid  afllftant  commi(fioners,  or  any  two  or  more  of  the 

laid  c&nniflioners  for  executing  this  aft,  are  hereby  re(peftively  authorized 

and  required  to  adminifter. 

Prwidtd  ul*ways,  and  hi  it  further  ena^ed,  That  if  any  perlin  (ball  be 
prevented  by  abfence,  licknefs,  or  any  oth^r  unavoidable  accident,  or  by 
any  other  fufRcient  caufe,  to  be  allowed  by  any  two  or  more  conranifiloners'^ 
ApPftN..  Vol.  1. 179S  n  for 
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ior  esecnting  this  ^,  firom  attoMSing  in  perfon  to  nake  hit  or  her  ifipal 
£pom  any  afieCmcBt  in  the  mapner  before  direfled )  or  it'  any  body  corpo- 
rate  or  politiC|  or  aay  infant^  (hall  be  charged  to  the  (aid  addltion&l  tsi 
or  dutv,  it  ihall  be  lawful  for  the  goardiao,  tutor,  or  conttor»  or  the 
ftcward  or  agftot  of  fuch  perfons  refpeeHvciy,  or  body  corporate  or  poiJik» 
to  appeal  on  the  behalf  of  fuch  incapacitated  perfoo,  or  ot  fuch  body  cm* 
^rate  or  politic  )  fuch  guardian^  tutor,  curacdr»  Ittward,  or  agcot  bai. 
wg£r^  taken  the  oath,  oe^  being  one  of  the  people  called  Q^ULcrt,  mak 
the  folemn  afljrmation  ki  forth  in  the  fckiedule  hereunto  aniiexeci»  «r  totfat 
or  the  I  ike  effect  $  (which  oath  or  afiinnatipn  any  two  or  more  oi  the  coa. 
mifiioners  for  executing  this  a6l  are  hereby  authorized  to  adminiflcr.) 

And,  in  order  that  the  eftimatcs  of  the  annual  income  of  peribntaic^G^ 
may  be  made  according  to  fome  known  rules,  and  with  as  much  luiim^ 
mity  as  the  reipe£tive  cafes  will  admit,  ke  it  fur  ibir  enact ed,  Xhat  'vtLtnf 
cafe  where  aay  perfon  fliall  claim  to  be  exempted  .from  the  additipnil  fatev 
duty  hereby  impofed,  or  to  be  entitled  to  any  abatement  thereof,  ■i^'^^iry 
to  the  amount  of  his  or  her  annual  income,  the  faid  income  flail  be  H*s-»i^ 
cd,  and  the  declaration  hereby  required  (hall  be  made,  accordaig  to  cfa 
rules  dnd  dircfiions,  and  in  the  form  fet  forth  in  the  fchedule  heseiiBtoai* 
nexed. 

Prodded  alijo  ays  and  bi  it  Jurtber  enactidy  That  if,  at  the  end  ofay 
year  during  the  term  herein  mentioned,  any  perfon  fhall  difcovery  and  ftail 
prove j  to  the  fatisfa^lion  of  the  commiffioners  for  executing  this  afi,  er 
the  aiiiftant  commiiHoners  a6ling  for  the  parifli  or  place  where  Ibdi  pcf6» 
ihafi  be  aflefled,  that  Ills  or  her  income  during  fuch  year  fell  Ibart  ok  ifce 
fym  mentioned  in  his  or  her  declaration  by  a  itated  fum,  it  flsaU  be  Iftw&l. 
for  the  faid  aiTiftantcommi^Iioners,  or  the  major  partof  them,  befccewhosk 
fuch  proof  (hall  be  given,  to  certify  the  fame  to  the  commiiCaficra  for  eie> 
cuting  this  tBt  within  the  fame  divifion ;  and  the  faid  commiflioiicn  isr 
executing  this  a£(  (hall  caufe  the  laft  a(re(&nent  of  fuch  perfon,  made^mds 
the  authority  of  this  aA,  to  be  amended  as  the  caie  (hall  require,  and  ta 
certify  to  the  receiver  general  of  the  fame  county  or*  place,  under  their  hands 
and  feals,  the  amount  of  the  fums  overpaid  On  fuch  aflefTment ;  and  the£ud 
receiver  general  (hali,  on  receipt  of  fuch  certificate,  and  on  prodnftsoB  of 
a  duplicate  thereof,  figned  by  any  two  or  more  of  the  (aid  camoiilBaMa 
aftingforthe  faid  diyifion,  pay  to  the  perfon  entitled  to  the  fame  Aicbfin 
as  it  fliall  apper  has  been  ova-paid  on  fuch  a(rc(rment,  out  of  any  moner 
in  his  hands  of  the  dutjes  granted  by  this  a£t  j  for  which  payroeac  tte 
ctrtifTcate  of  the  faid  commUConet-s  &all  be  a  fufficient  authority,  and  tfe 
fame  (hall  be  allowed  in  his  accounts:  Provided  always,  tbatfram  the  dh- 
mate  of  the  incopie  of  any  perfon  to  be  made  according  to  the^dire&io«s  asiA 
rules  before-mentioned,  mav  he  dedu6^ed  the  amount  as  well  of  the  bad 
fax  as  of  the  other  alfefled  auties  now  payable,  to  which  fuch  perfon  (ha  I 
be  liable  according  to  thelaft  afle(rment  oraiTeHmcnt^  thereof. 

Provided  al/o,  and  be  itfurtber  enoBedy  That  if.  the  ijicomeof  any  per* 
fon  charged  to  any  of  the  faid  additional  rates  or  duties  by  this  a6^  im^i* 
fd,  (hall  be  dimini(hed  from  any  fpecifk  caufe  ari(ing  after  the  time  alkw- 
ed  for  hearing  appeals  in  any  year  during  the  term  herein  meatMaad* 
whereby  the  perfon  fo  charged  may  become  entitled  to  an  exeoptloai  ftoai- 
or  abatement  of  the  faid  additional  rates  or  duties,  it  (hall  he  lagrfid  for 
fuch  perfon  to  appeal  from  the  afiVflinent  made  by  virtue  of  tblsadt,-«hfr. 
ther  fuch  perfon  (hali  have  made  any  mevious  appeal  or  w^U  giving. o^ 
^ice  in  writing  of  fuch  appeal  to'the  afliihint  commi(rionera,  or  the  ccn- 
piifficners  for  executing  this  aft,  and  acting  for  the  pariih  or  place  where 
\\x.  a^ifoKnt  ihaU  be  made,  tai  days  at  ieaft  betbr^  the  faid  ^mmiBioncsa 
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<^>euifdy  ^11  be  required  to  bearfuch  appcjd ;  and  theiaidrdpectSve  com* 
Bifionen  ibaH  be  obUgod  to  hcsrancl  detrrmiAe  r«c4i  appeal  before  tbe  timt 
appointed  for  payment  of  the  next  inftalment  of  the  laid  additional  raret 
lod  dtitict  which  fliall  happen  after  the  expiration  of  the  faid  ten  dajs  } 
ukI  if  fiich  perfon  ftnll,  upon  fuch  appeal,  proye  to  thfe  fatiafaction  ot  tht 
aid  respective  commiifioners  that  his  or  her  income  is  diroinifhed  from 
ray  fuch  Ipeciisc  caufe  ariiing  as  afbrefaid,  it  fiiall  be  lawful  for  the  faid 
roanmifnoners,  or  the  major  part  of'them*  befiore  whom  fuch  proof  fliall  be 
I^T^,  to  caufe  the  Cunt  to  be  amended  by  the  commiflioners  for  executing 
his  act,  and  which  amendment ihall  be  made  in  cafes  where  fuch  appeal  (halt 
>ehad  before  any  afliftant  comroiffioners,  by  certificate  under  the  hands  of 
vof  three  or  more  of  them,  to  the  commiifioaers  for  exeatting  thUact ;  and 
(he  faid  commiflioners  fbr  executing  this  act  (hall  caufe  the  aflfellinent  of 
fech  perfon,  made  under  the  aothority  of  this  act,  to  he  amended  as  the 
raft  (hall  require ;  and  that  in  every. fuch  cafe  where  fuch  amendment  fliall 
takeplAce,  a  certificate  and  duplicates  thereof  fliall  be  made  out  and  figued 
by  the  faid  commiflioners,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them,  in  order  that  the' 
perfon  to  charged  may  hsive  the  relief  intended  to  be  given  by  this  act  i  and 
ill  payments  to  be  nta^e  fubfequent  to  fuch  amendment  fliall  be  i^egulated 
icooixling  to  fuch  ansended  afleflVnent,  during  the  then  remainder  of  the 
tern  herein  mentioned. 

Attd  he  HfuHber  enacted^  That  in  every  cafe  where  an  appeal  fliall  be 
■>ade»  in  order  to  obtain  a  return  of  tbe  faid  additioltal  rate  or  duty  on  the 
ground  6f  overpayment,  in  the  manner  before  directed,  or  in  order  to  oh* 
tain  an  exemption  from  or  abatement  of  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty  on 
tile  ground  of  any  diminution  of  income  from  any  fpecific  caufe  ariiing 
after  tbe  time  for  hearing  appeals  in  any  year  as  aforefaid,  the  apnellant 
ftialt  be  obliged  to  make  a  declaration  in  the  form  fet  forth  in  the  (cnedole 
hereunto  annexed,  and  to  verify  the  fame  on  oath  or  folemn  aflirmaciont 
at  in^other  caJe's  of  appeal  authorised  by  this  act. 

And  bt  ft  fitrtbrr  tn'dcted,  That  tbe  refpective  ad  JItional  rates  and  dutiea 
hnpoied  by  thia  act,fhali  be  paid  at  the  tinhes  and  in  the  proportions  follow- 
ing j  that  is  to  fay,  in  fix  inttalments,  *videUciU  within  one.  week  from  tbtf 
liith  day  of  April,  the  fifth  of  June,  the  fifth  day  of  Auguft,  the  fifth  dtj 
of  October,  the  fifth'  day  of  December,  and  the  fifth  day  of  February  in' 
every  year,  by  even  and  equal  portions  |  the  firft  of  the  faid  inflalmeut# 
to  be  paid  within  one  week  from  the  fifth  day  of  A^ril  one  thoufand  ieven 
bundled  and  ninety -eig^ht  $  and  that  the  faid  refptctive  coromiflibners  fliall 
tflbeout  and  deliver  tneir warrants  to  the  refpective  collectors  for  the  pre- 
icDt  year,  feven  davs'  at  ieaft  before  tbe  firft  of  the.  faid  payments  (hall  be 
dyef  for  thecoliecting  ami  levying  tlie  whole  of  ihe  rate*  and  dutiei  which 
wiH  become  payable  within  one  week  from  the  fifth  day  of  April  one  thou-^ 
land  feveh  hundred  and  ninety- eight;  and  the  faid  commiflioners  fliall^ 
aft,erthe  faid  fifrh  day  of  April,  yearly,  during  the  tenp  herein  mentioned, 
iflbe  OQt  and  deliver  to  the  Refpective  collectors  for  the  lime  behig,  their 
waframs  forthefpe^y  collecting  and  levying  the  faid  rates  and  duties  aa 
they  flaH  become  payable  by  infijlments  within  each  year,  according  to 
tbe  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act. 

Ami  biitJurtbtrnuKted,  That  the  parifli  or  place  for  which  any  perfons 
ihall  be  employed  to  collect  the  additional  rates  and  duties  hereby  granted, 
iudlbe  aniWeraUe  f«r  their  punctually  paying  unto  the  receiver  generalf 
now,  or  for  the  time  btmg,  fuch  money  as  they  the  faid  collectors  fhall  be 
charged  wfth  under  thte  act. 

And  ht  it  further  inaUidt  That  if  any  fin^eyor  or  infpector  fl&all  have 
Afglected  or  refufed,  or  flull  neglect  or  rcfuie  to  furcbarge  any  afTcflVnene 

n  a  reUtiie 
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reittHpe  to  tthi&id  duties  now  pava6le/or  any  of  ^hein»  witliin  tibe  twK  «- 
lowed  by  law,^  it  (hall  be  lawfal  for  the  furvr^or  or  m^icctor  of  the  diftrki 
iwhece  fuch  neglect  or  reftifal  fhall  have  happened  ferthe  ton?  beinj^  tmd  bo 
is  hereby  required,  to  furcharee  the  &me  at  any  tinie  beforie  tbefiftb  d^  o£ 
April  onethoufand  feven  husdred  and  nmety-rtinej  whitb  /urcbargtf  wi 
be  certified  and  proceeded  upon  in  like  manner  and  as  cifectually  as  if  ^ 
fame  had  been  made  within  the  tiine  allowed  by  the  laws  nofw  in  force: 

Srovided  always,  that  the'  rcfpective  commiflioners  for  cxecu^iag  tbis  act 
1.1  il  have  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  refpeclivcly  required,  to  mmSm^ 
from  time  to  time  to  time,  days  for  heariiigall  appeals  made  from  na  Jail* 
knentioiied  iVircharges,  in  fuch  manner,  ami  at  fuch  times>  as  fisall  be  con- 
ve  ient ;  fo  that  the  collection  of  the  rates  and  duties  by  tbis  act  ittpoM^ 
may  not  be  nnnecefiarily  retarded  :  provided  alfo,  that  no  appeal  fron  fodk 
lsi!t  mentioned  fuicharge  or  from  any  furcharge  now  depending,  fliall  n» 
tard  the  execution  of  this  act,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  making  an  aflcfEneit 
thereupon  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  but  that  it  ihall  be  lawful  for  the  nfpectife 
oflicei  s  before-mentioned,  to  charge  the  refpective  rates  or  dotie^  lieiebf 
impofed  on  the  amount  contained  in  fuch  afleflment,  and  to  caule  tl»iaaie 
to  be  levied  in  the  mean  time  and  until  fuch  furcharge  or  (brchai]^  lb  ^ 
pealed  from  or  to  be  appealed  from,  fhall  be  determined^  as  if  loeb  for- 
charge  or  furchargcs  had  not  been  made;  and  after  the  allowance  of  lock 
furcharge  or  furchargcs,  for  the  i^d  refpective  commiinoners  to  caiile  iiicb 
afleflmcnt,  and  aUb  the  aiTcirment  made  by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  he  aoxBd- 
ed  accordingly ;  and  all  arrears  become  due  on  fuch  amended  nfSrftmmtg 
ihall  be  levj^  from  the  time  when  the  original  aflcfiment  commenced. 

Andbg  it  further  inacted.  That  fVom  and  after  the  fifth  day  of  April  one 
thouiaiid  iieven  hundred  and  ntnety-eight,  the  faid  commiflioDers  fer  < 


ing  this  act  (ball  annually  during  the  term  herein  mentioned,  caofe  1o  be 
i^elivered  to  the  refpective  aflVflbrs  appointed  to  aflefs  tbe  ditties  tto«r  ^ya. 
blc  within  their  re/pective  diftricts,  at  tbe  tittie  of  appointing  tbe  find'af- 
ISblfors,  or  as  ibou  after  as  conveniently  may  be,,  a  tr«e  copy  of  the-  certifi- 
cates of  aflcfTmeuts  made  under  the  authority  of  this  a£V,  is  as  far  as  rlie 
fiime  relate  to  the  perfons  liable  to  the  <faid  rates  or  duties  hcrd>y  impgled 
within  thedi(h'*ias  of  fuch  aflfeflbis  vefpeaively,  and  the  faid  afleHbrk  iiatt 
caufe  tbe  amount  of  each  fuch  afTefTRienty  except  in  tbe  cafes  bereicaftir 
ventionQl,  to  be  added  to  the  afttfTments  to  bettiadeof  the  (aid  duties 
now  payable  for  that  year  upon  tbe  feva*al  perfons  named  in  Aich  ceitii- 
cates  and  afTeflinents  refpe£lively  2  provided  alwaysi  that  in  cair  no  afiErf- 
ment  of  the  faid  duties  now  payable  (hall  be  made  for  that  year,  witbintie 
;Jitlri6^  of  any  afleilbr  or  affcifors,  upon  any  perfon  or  perfons  named  in  tile 
copies  of  the  certificates  delivered  to  fiich  alieflbr  or  aHeffors,  then  Ajch  af- 
firflbr  or  aiTeHors  fliall  return  the  fame,  together  with  (he  cauie  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  the  bed  of  his  or  their  knowledge  and  belief,  to  tbe  laid  co«iaui^ 
boners  for  executing  this  act,  at  the-r  firft  meetrng'  for  receiving  the  aftf- 
ipents  for  that  ytar,  aad  the  faid  commifiioners  mall  caufe  the  fums  eoe* 
uined  in  fuch  certificates  to  be  collected  and  levied  by  the  refpectrve  ooU 
l^ors,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  fame  vt'treaddol  to  the  afleiTmtnts  far  that 
ycar^  unlefs  the  lame  fiiall  be  vacated  in  the  manoerherein  mentioned  \  and 
Ui  cafe  any  perfon  or  perfons  named  in  fi»rh  certificates,  fliali  he'alfelled  fer 
any  year  after  the  fifcn  day  of  April  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  on  account  of  the  faid  duties  now  payable  to  a  g^reater  amouar  than 
in  the  year  in  %Khich  the  aflfefiinents  inade  by  virtue  of  this  a£t  ihaU  hafa 
been  made,  then  the  faid  afiefiment  made  by  virtue  of  this  a6l,'  (ball  be  i&- 
cieafed'proponianally  at  the  rate  before  direfied,  alccording  to  the  snoMiMiC 
contained  in  fuch  lat  tcraifcffinent  i  and  that  in  every  cafe  where  iucb  ift* 

aesA 
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.creale  ihill  hi  tend^  a  certificate  and  duplicates  theceof  fhaB-be  retwntA 
pf  the  faid  afltflbri,  to  the  refpective  commtflioners  for  exccu'tii^  this  aft, 
in  the  maiiQcr  before  directed  {  ami  the  paynients  to  be  made,  in  purfuance 
of  tbta«ft»  fliaii«  after  the  snaUng  of  any  fucb  increafe,  during  the  then  re- 
^BMuincfer  of  the  term  hereto  mentioned*  be  regulated  according  to  the  ^i; 
inctraicd  aAcflxncnt  \  provided  that  fuch  increafed  aflTclTment  fiall  be  li»* 
bie  to  be  appealed  againft  in  like  manner  as  is  hereby  directed  to  be  done 
witA  nefpek  to  the  firft  aflcflWient  to  be  made  under  this  a£i. 

Ami  bi  ii further  aiaSid^  That  if  any  perfon  or  perfon«  (hafl  be  liable 
to  biraileffed  towards  the  faid  duties  now  payable,  or  any  of  them,  in  any 
y^MT  after  the  fifth  day  of  April  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety* 
«,^i£^ty  in  any  parifti  or  dittrifl  wherein  fuch  perfon  oi-perfons  iball  no 
have  been  before  charged  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  afleflort  (hall  give  or 
leave  notice  in  writing  to  or  for  every  fuch  peribn  liable  as  aforefaid, 
within  the  limits  for  which  fuch  afleflprs  are  to  act  at  his  or  her  dwelUne 
ivoule,  to  prepare  or  produce,  within  fourteen  days  next  enfuing  the  day  <n 
giving  fuch  notice,  a  decUration  in  writing,  figncd  with  his  or  her  proper 
name  |  which  licclaration  Hiall  fpecify  whethtr  fuch  perfon  hat^  or  hath 
not  been  aiiefled  in  any  foi*roer  year  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  any  other  pa- 
rim  or  plactf)  and  al(b  the  name  or  names  of  the  parifli  or  place,  parifties  or 
placee,  and  county  or  counties  wherein  fuch  perfon  (hall  have  been  fo  afTeff- 
ed  by  viiiue  of  this  a^,  and  alfo  the  amount  of  the  faid  affeffment  or  af> 
feflfmenrs,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  duties  now  payable  contained 
in  the  Uft  afl*e(rment  or  alfe/rments  thereof;  and  if  in  any  fuch  caie  it  ftall 
appear  that  an  aHeifment  hath  been  made  of  the  ailditional  rate  or  duty  by 
this  act  impofed  in  any  former  vear,  but  that  the  amount  of  the  faid  duriea 
now  pavablr  isli  able  to  increafe  tnen  a  proportional  increafe  at  the  rate  before 
directed,  Ihail  take  place  in  the  aflcnTment  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act  %  and 
it  (hall  be  lawt  ui  for  the  aifeifor  or  aflreflTors  to  whom  fuch  declaration  (hall  have 
been  delivered,  to  make  an  aflTeifment  to  the  full  amount  of  the  fum  reqnired  | 
and  where  no  luch  anVflTment  (hall  have  been  made  by  virtue  of  this  act  in 
any  former  year,  Uien  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  fuch  «(re(ror  or  afrc(ror8  to 
make  an  affcdment,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  now 
payable,  contained  in  the  aire(rment  thereof  to  be  made  for  that  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  reipective  rates  hereby  impo(ed }  and  every  Cuch  a(re(ror  (hall 
return  a  certi(icate  of  fuch  affe^icnt,  and  duplicates  thereof,  to  the  (aid 
.commiflioners,  ac  the  refpective  times,  and  in  the  manner  before  mention- 
ed{  and  if  any  perfon  fo  liable  to  be  affetred  (hall  t>eglect  or  refufeto 
make  out,  (ign,  and  deliver  (uch  lift  within  the  time  before  mentxooed,  then 
fuch.affelEor.or  afieffors  (hall  make  an  afreifment  by  virtue  of  this  act,  as  iit 
the  ca(e  whtre  no  former  affcfrment  (hall  have  been  made  by  virtue  of  thia 
act}  and  .every  fuch  afleirment  fo  made  upon  "any  fuch  Delect  or  refufal, 
.Aall  be  (inal  and  conclufivt  upon  the  perfon  thereby  charged,  unlefs  the 
a(&flment  upon  which   the  Xanie  ihall  be  computed  (hall  be  abated  upon 

rd,  either  on  proof  of  the  rateof  iucame  ot,luch  perfon,  entitling  him 
to,  or  of  any  miftake  which  may  have  arifen  in  the  computation  to  be 
made  on  the  amount  thereof,  or  unlefs  it  (ball  appear  that  (iich  per£»  ie 
entitled  to  be  exempte<i  from  the  faid  addirional  rate  or  duty. 

Pr9<vidtdfil*w4tyf,  and  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  jierfon  or  per- 
(bns  a(rcircd  by  vii:tue  of  this  act.  Or  liable  fo  to  be  affe fled,  in  two  or  more 
placeSp  (hall  be  deiirous  of  paying  the  whole  of  thelbms  alHrlVed  in  either 
of  fuch  places ;  or  if  ^ny  perfon  or  perfons,  after  an  siTtflfment  made  bjr 
virtue  ot  this  act  in  any  placCf  (ha!l  remove  therefrom,  or  become  refident  in 
any  other  plac,  and  (hall  be.dtiirous  of  paying  the  fums  alfcffed  in  iudi 
thv'  pia^i^  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  hirr,  her,  or  them,  to  give  notl^  thereof  to 
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ifaeiftibrerafillbn  fcrfadioelicrpboe»aeoMiipniied«klia 
of  the|ilaoe  where ibchothcriftfiiMnc was  made,  aad  the  amoow 
flidiemanaerbefertdireded;  apd  every  AidiaffiAbr  or  afleflors  Aall 


afiefidMntiotbeaaMnuit  fededaicd,  ortoaBy  greater  aoBooac,  »ho« 

;tioo  to  the  aoMHiiit  of  the  former  dntiea  now  payaMey  for  whicfa  aec^ 

ferlMi  or  perlbns  fitall  he  aflHIed  m  (ocH  other  place  or  places*  sDd  ftaM 


certify  the  (aoie  to  the  comnniffiancrs  it^ag  forttw  diftriA  where  the  find 
declaration  (hall  be  deliver^  i  aad  the  find  conmiiffioncnt  or  any  two  or 
more  of  thciii»  or  their  clerk*  or  other  perlbn  to  becoiployiBd  by  tfaea  for 
that  |:urpo6%  (hall  on  rrqueft  deliver  or  caiiie  to  be  delivmd  to  die  pcrte 
or  perfima  fo  agato  aflcfled,  a  certificates  figned  hy  ibch  eoosmifioom  or 
their  clerk*  of  the  aiaount  of  fucb  afidTmeiit*  which  certificme  (kaH  be 
ande  out  aad  ddi^rered  gratia,  and  fliall  be  a  rofficicnt  anthority  fw^acat^ 
lag  the  fermer  aflcfloieat  to  the  amomit  certified,  and  fer  aansltrring  the 
mure  coileAioa  and  account  of  the  fomt  contained  in  foch  fermer  afisiBcnC 
to  theoAcen  ading  for  the  diftiift  where  fudi  latter alMiiieiit  tetl  be 
amde ;  and  that  in  dehuh  of  obtaining  foch  certificate,  th^  cooimifioiiera 
aAing  for  tfaediftri^  where  r«ch  former  afleffmcnt  was  made,  on  proof  given 
•a  oatb  of  the  fa&of  Aich  latter  afleffinent  being  made,  or  of  payment  under 
the  fame,  to  thefatisbflion  of  the  commiiBoners  prefent,  or  the  oujor  port 
of  them,  may  Tacatc  tcicli  former  afleflment. 

FntridtJ^tkvajffarrJbeitJkrtkn'mactsdf  That  the  allowance  of  .any 
caeasption  from,  or  abatement  to  be  made  of  theTaid  additional  rate  or 
duty,  in  the  manner  before  direAed,  fliaii  not  have  continoance  or  be  in 
force  for  any  longer  term  than  the  expiiation  of  one  week  after  the  fifth  4ay 
of  Jamiary  next  cnfiiir.g  the  allowance  of  foch  exemption  or  abatement }  hot 
that  ft  ihalt  be  lawful  ibr  any  perlbn  to  whom  luch  allowance  was  grtotrd,  ' 
at  any  time  daring  the  continuance  of  the  rate  and  duty  hereby  impofed, 
and  fa  firom  time  to  time  wbtnerer  there  Ihall  be  occafion,  to  appeal  again 
fixmi  the  aKeflinent  made  by  virtue  of  this  a£l  to  the  afiiftant  commiffioorra 
aAiBg  for  the  pariihor  pbce  where  the  fame  was  made,  in  the  manner  before 
diniled,  and  on  proof  on  oath,  to  the  fatislaflioo  of  thefaid  comrniHionerf, 
of  iSb€  amount  of  the  then  amraal  income  of  the  appellant,  the&id  affilbat 
conmifiioners  fliall  continue  the  laid  exemption,  or  allow  fuch  abateoicnt  a^ 
the  caie  ansy  vequune  $  and  all  the  rules  and  direAions  prefcribed  for  fttak^ 
ing  the  appeaMo  the  laid  affiftant  cooMniffiooers,  in  the  firt  inianoe,  Ihall 
be  ufcd  and  applied  (mxtatu  mmi^uuHs)  m  every  other  foblemieBt  appeal  to 
be  made  to  the  faid  aflilbmt  commiflioners }  and  the  (aid  afbftant  commif^ 
fionera  fliall  have  the  like  powers  to  determine  the  matter  of  foch  fohfeqaent 
aa  aoe  hereby  given  to  them  ibr  determining  appeals  in  tbefhtt 


jM,  in  order  that  an  opportunity  may  be  alFcrded  to  peilbns,  notaWl 
fed  to  the  rates  aikl  duties  befMne-mantioned,  to  contribute  towards  carry- 
ing into  eflcA  the  purpofes  of  this  a£f ,  and  to  others  defirous  of  contri* 
holing  more  largely  than  they  are  required  to  do  according  to  the  lafe  of 
aficffnumr  provided  by  this  n€ki  heit  enoBtdy  that  it  ihalt  and  may  be  law 
fe\  iot  anyfiich  perfons  to  pay  unto  the  govetnor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  En^nd,  any  fum  or  lums  of  money  towards  carryinff  into  efiVA  iht 
purpofes  of  this  a6V,  to  be  plac^ed  to  an  account  to  be  raited  in  the  books 
of  the  fatd  governor  aad  company,  in  order  that  the  amount  therc'^ 
of  may  be  pakl  into  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty^s  exchequer,  ^d^  be  placed  m 
fbe  account  of  the  coofolidaied  fond  \  which  fam  or  foms  of  monqr  the  £ud 
governor  and  company  are  heieby  required  to  receive,  and  to  cauie  rtceipts 
19  bt  ^vcn  for  the  fainc>  fi^nsd  by  the  chi«f  Calhierj  or  other  proper  oflicer. 
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wA  to  pay  die  moniet  ib  to  be  teceivcd»  from  time  to  timey  into  tiic  ic- 
Doipt  of  the  excheqcier,  for  tlii  parpoie$  aforefakl. 
.  Afid  be  it/urtUr  e/taa^itt  That  it  IhaU  and  may  bcsiawful  for  all  and 
rvery  ibe  receivert  and  colie^ors  of  the  laid  additional  rates  and  duties,  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  to  admit  and  allow  all  foch  receipts  ibr  the  (ame 
lA  payment  of  the  fums  aile(r<xi  and  to  becolleded  by  yirtue  of  this  ad»  or 
m  payment  pf  fuch  proportion  thereof  as  ihall  be  e(|ttivalent  to  the  foms  es- 
prefled  in  fuch  receipts. 

Jad  ki  it  further  tmoQid^  That  all  monies  arifioe  by  the  faid  re(pcc«. 
tivc  additional  i-ates  and  duties  (the  ncceflary  charges  ofjaifing  and  account- 
ing for  the  fame  excepted)  (hall  from  time  to  time  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of 
bis  Majefty's  exchequer,  dUUndly  and  apait  from  all  other  branches  oif  tho 
public  revenues }  ahd  that  there  mall  be  provided  and  kept  in  the  oflke  of 
rbe  auditor  of  the  faid  receipt  of  exchequer,  a  book  or  books  in  which  all 
ihe  monies  ai^fing  from  the  (aid  refpedive  lates  and  duties,  and  paid  into 
the  faid  receipt  as  aforefaid,  ihall  be  entered  feparate  and  apart  from  all 
other  nsoniespaid  and  payable  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  unan 
any  account  whatever  \  and  the  laid  monies  io  paid  into  the  faid  receiptinaU 
be  fubjecl  and  liable  to  the  ufes  and  purpofes  hereinafter  mentioned. 

And  hi  it  further  etmBed^  That  all  the  monies  arifing  from  the  faid  re- « 
rpe^lure  additional  rates  and  duties,  or  from  fuch  other  aids  and  duties  as 
Ihall  be  granted  by  any  aA  to  be  pafled  in  this  feflion  of  parliament,  and, 
rpeoificaQy  appropriated  thereby  toihe  iame  purpofes  with  the  (aid  additional 
rates  and  duties  Itereby  impofed,  not  cxceoding  in  the  whole  the  i'um  of 
feren  million  pounds,  which  (hall  be  paid  into  the  (aid  reeeipt  of  the  exche- 
i)iier,  (ball  from  time  to  time,  as  the  fame  (halibe  paid  inb  the  faid  receipt 
be  ilTued  and  applied  to  fuch  (crvices  as  (hall  then  have  been  voted  by  tlie 
Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  this  prefent  JciTion  of  parliament,  for  the 
(er vice  of  the  year  one  tboufaad  fcven  huudi^  and  nintty-eigbt  \  and  the  ^ 
pommUConers  of  his  Majefty*s  treafury  now  or  for  the  time  being,  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  or  tbe  high  trcafurer  for  the  time  being,  are  or  ia 
ticceby  authorized  and  empowered  to  ilTue  smd  apply  the  fame  accordin^y. 

Andh€  il  further  miQed^  That  after  ilfuing  or  relerving  at  the  faid  re- 
ceipt of  exchequei',  out  of  the  monies  to  ari(e  as  afonfaid,  by  virtue  of  thia 
iA»  or  any  other  a^  or  a6ls  to  be  paHed  in  this  prefent  feflion  of  parliamenr» 
fuch  fum,  not  exceeding  (even  million  pountls,  as  0.aU  be  voted  for  tbefer- 
rice  oi'tbe  year  one  thouland  feven  hundred  and  ninety. eight  as  aforefaid, 
Id  mtich  of  the  furplusof  the  faid  monies  as  (hall  be  necclTary,  (hall  be  and 
ii'e  hereby  dire^of  to  be  applied,  in  the  (irft  place,  fo'the  payment  and 
Jiichargfrof  all  annuities,  interelt,  and  dividends,  which  (ball  become  pay- 
able in  confequence  of  any  funM>f  money  to  be  railed  by  loan  by  virtue  of 
\i\y  a6(  or  a^s  to  be  palHfd  in  the  prefent  fefliou  of  parliament  (exceedTng 
(he  ap^ountof  thv  funis  vefted  in  the  commiilioners  for  the  rtdu^on  of  the 
national  debt,  bf*^  virtue  c  f  ^y  a£ls  of  jiarliament  now  in  force,  during  the 
fear  ending  on  the  (ir(l  day  of  February  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and.-- 
ninety  <  nine,  and  tbe  fame  fliall,  at  the  aid  of  each  quarter  of  a  year,  or  at. 
fuch  other  periods  as  the  ()iid  annuities,  intereft,  and  dividends  (hall  become 
payable,  be  caj  ricd  to  apd  made  part  of  the  confolidaied  fund,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  term  herein  mentioned  %  and  that  after  applying  fuch  part 
of  the  faid  monies  as  (ball  be  fufficient  for  the  purpoiesaforetaid,  the  com- 
pniflionfrs  of  his  Majetty^sfr^fury  for  tbe  time  being,  or  any  three  or  moio^ 
ot  them,  or  the  high  treafuref  for  the  time  being,  are  or  is  hereby  autho- 
rized arid  requiiTd  to  ilfue  the  furplus  of  the  laid  monies  ariiing  as  afore/kld, 
duiing  the  (aid  term^-to  tbe  governor  and  company  of  the  iMnk  of  Kng- 
[and,  and  the  faid  money  fo  ilfued  (hall  be  by  them  placed  lo  tbe  commif . 

fioners 
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fiontn  appomter!  by  an  aft  of  Ae  Twenty  fixth  ywr  of  his  prefent  Maleftr's 
reign,  for  applying  certain  ftims  of  meney  annuaity  to  the  reduftioD  of  the 
iwtTonal  debt,  who.  (ha!I  apply  the  ferae  in  the  manner  hereinafter  direftetf. 

And  be  it  furthtr  tnmSed^  That  all  the  monies  which  by  viifue  of  this 
•ft  (hall  bepbeed  to  the  account  of  the  faid  commHIioners,  tobe  ap^M 
towards  the  rednftion  ot  the  national  debt,  fhall  -be  applied  by  the  laid 
contnufltoners  in  payment  for  the  pnrchale  of  any  public  annuities,  in  c6e 
following  manner;  (that  is  to  fay^  That  all  monies  fo  to  be  applied,  wfnck 
ihallbe  placed  to  the  account  of  the  faid  commiflRoneft,  between  the  end  of 
any  quarter  of  a  vear  ending  on  the  fifth  day  of  Jimiary,  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  the  fifth  day  of  July,  the  tenth  day  of  Oftobcr,  in  any  year  dwif^ 
theterm  herein  mentioned,  and  the  firft  day  of  the  calendar  month  wlikb 
ibalt  commence  next  after  the  end  of  fuch  quarter,  fhail  be  applied  to  tbs 
purchafe  of  public  annuities,  in  equal  portions  as  nearly  as  may  be  on  c>cfy 
day  (Saturdays  and  Mondavs  excepted)  on  which  the  fame  fhalt  be  trantler- 
rable,  between  the  faid  firft  day  of  the  calendar  rooAtb  which  ftiall  commence 
next  iftcr  the  end  of  fiich  quarter  next  enftiiiig ;  and  that  all  the  rules  and  *-  ^ 
reftons  prcfcribed  by  the  faid  aft  of  the  twenty- fixth  ytzr  of  his  preCent  ^ 
Majefty  afbrefaid,  for  the  j>urchareof  any  public  annuities  below  par,  or  at  ' 
or  above  par,  fhall  be  applied  And  put  m  praftice  with  relation  to  the  wrmVy  ^ 
appropriated  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  as  ef&ftually  as  if  the  faid  ni'es  anddi-  ; 
reftfons  had  been  fpecially  enafted  in  this  aft ;  and  all  fuch  part  of  the  prin-  j 
cipal  or  capital  ftock  of  fuch  public  annuities  as  (hall  be  purchaCed  by  tfie  I 
fiud  commiilioners  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  fhsH  be  transferred  to  the  acconist 
cjf  the  faid  coinmiflioners,  in  the  books  of  the  governor  and  company  of  the 
bank  of  England ;  and  that  the  dividends  payable  thereon  fhail  from  time 
to  time,  during  the  term  herein  nnentioned,  be  received  by  the  garemor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England,  and  placed  to  the  account  of  the  fiid 
com  m  iflioners  • 

Andbe  itfurtber  enttSledy  That  all  dividends  which  (hall  from  time  to 
time  become  due  and  payable  in  refpeft  of  the  principal  or  capital  ftock  of 
fflch  annuities  as  fhall  be  redeemed  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  fhall  be  ifTued  or 
let  apart  out  of  the  confolidated  fund,  dufingthe  term  hertin  mentioned,  in 
the  lame  manner  as  if  fuch  principal  or  capital  ftock  had  not  been  redeemed, 
and  fhaJ]  be  paid  to  the  faid  g[overnor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England, 
to  be  placed  to  tlie  account  of  the  faid  conimiffioners ;  and  the  fame  (hall 
from  time  to  time  be  applied  by  them  under  the  like  rules  and  regolaiiont, 
and  in  the  manner  prcfcribed  by  the  faid  aft  of  the  twenty  fixth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  Majefly,  with  i-efpeft  to  the  fums  redeemed  by  virttie 
of  the  faid  aft ;  and  that  all  a^id  every  the  rules,  methods,  regnlations,  and 
proyifions,  which  in  and  by  the  faid  aft  of  the  twenfy-fixth  year  aforeiald 
are  provided  and  eftablifhcd  for  applying,  managing,  or  accounting  for  the 
fnnts  vefted  in  the  faid  commiffioneis  for  the  purpoies  of  Uie  laid  aft,  ftiall 
be  pfaftiied,  ufed,  and  put  in  execution  in  arKlfor  the  appf*ing,  managing, 
and  aD^couniing  for  all  fums  of  money  dinfted  to  be  placed  to  the  account 
of  jhe  faid  commiflioners  by  virtue  ot  this  «-».ft,  as  fully  ami  effeftually  as 
if  the  fame  had  been  repeated  and  re  enafted  in  the  prefrnt  aft ;  and  that 
after  the  determination  of  this  aft,  fuch  dividends  as  fhall  be  pavable  in  re- 
fne^  of  the  public  annuities  redeemed|by  virtue  of  this  aft,  fliall  remain  in 
the  confolidated  fond,  and  fhali  be  applied  to  the  ufts  and  purpofes  which 
the  monies  compofing  the  confolidated  fund  may  be  applicable  to. 

And  be  itjurthir  euacted^  That  upon  the  purchafe  bjr  the  faid  conunif. 
fionefs  appointed  for  the  red iiftion  of  the  national  debt,  out  of  the  monies 
to  arife  by  virtue  of  this  aft,  or  upon  a  fufficimcy  of  fuch  monies  bein tr 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  faid  coinmifEonrrs  in  tbe  booka  of  the  governor 

and 


tj^^^tofwny  of  the  botnk  of  Bfig1kn4»  loir  die  purthafeaf^obKr^wmieict^ 
jQ^Mi^yont  «f  the  anmiities  whkbniayte  cmttd  by  any  a^  of  the  pie^ 
JbVrJRon  <>^  partiameMt,  except  ss  aforesaid,  and  opon  piftlicafioii  there* 
1^  jhe  miBfier  hereiiiafrer  din£led>  the  iasd  ratct  and  duties  hereby  im«  « 
p^SkaU  fromthencefprth  ceafe  and  determjney  and  be  Boloogerpaid  or 
^$  and  all  tbe  rults  and  regulations  of  this  ad*  reipeAing  the  (aid 
!  additiontil  rates  aii4  duties  hereby  impofedr  ihallafro  from  theilco- 
afe  and  determine  (  fiiTe  and  except  as  to  tfaerccovory  of  any  armrt  • 
,f .isiitd  refpeflive  additional  rates  and  dtittn  whtch  nuy  at  that  time  hare  . 
g^4fi»  or  to  any  fine,  penalty,  or  foi^iturewiucb^niay  hare  been  thei(  > 
f^/^ :   fare  a)fo  and  except  a4  to  the  prorifions  of  this  wSi,.  relating  to 
^  j^^dends  which  fhall  be  payable  in  refpeft  of  the  public  annuities  re- 
^j3l'by  virt»»eofthi»  aft. 

i^^  Hfi^^^  ifMBedy  That  jLs  foon  as  any  poMlc  annuities,  to  the 
yi^  of  the  annuities  to  be  created  by  any  a£l  of  the  prefent  fciHoR  of 
^.Jknent,  or  any  loan,  except  al  afbreCaid,  flvall  be  purchafed  by  the  com  - 
^Vnersfor  the  red  u8  ton  of  the  national  d4;bt*oii^  of  the  monies  arifing 
j^jH  aft,  or  money  fufiicicBt  foV  thofr  purpofes  fliall  have  been  iflAied  to 
^.tid  governor  and  company  of  the  bank  of  England,  according  to  torn 

I  Jtiofis  of  this  a^,  the  auditor  of  the  receipt  of  his  majedy's  Exchequer 
.,'•  vnd  he  11  hereby  duelled  and  required  to  tranimit  a  certificate  thero- 
"^    the  commHfioners  of  the  ti-cafury,  or  the  high  trcifurer/or  the  time  ' 

X^  who  ih^U  thereupon  iflue  their  or  his  orders  to  the  fdid  commifiioners 
^it  affairs  of  taxes*  to  direct  the  oonamiffior  .'-s-for  putting  this  a£l  in 
jation,  and  the  feveral  furveyors,  infpeftors,  afTeHcn's,  and  collectors 
jg  under  them  refpeftively,  to  ceafe  from  charging  any  further  rate  or 

'for  or  on  account  of  |he  faid  additional  rates  and  duties  by  this  ^St  int* 

d,  from  a  certain  day  in  foch  orders  to  be  fpccified,  not  exceeding  two 
Adao:  mofulvs  fronv  the  date  of  ruck  certificate  of  the  faid  auditor  j  and 
Inlaid  commiiTioners  for  the  atfairs  of  taxes  are  hereby  required  to  cauie 
-lie.  notice  of  fuch  order  to  be  given  to  them  as  aforefaid,  to  be  affixed 
Jieir  office,  and  at  the  Royal  Exchange,  and  alio  to  publiih  the  fanne  in 
^ondon  Gazette,  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  determination  of  the  fkid^' 
leftive  additional  rates  and  duties ;  and  fi^ch  notice  fhsll  be^deemed  to 
\\  fofficient  publication  of  the  determtniation  of  the  faid  additional  rate# 

duties,  according  to  the  true  intent  ami  meaning-  of  this  a£t ;  and  the 
imiflionrrs  for  putting  this  aft  in  execution,  and  ail  furveyors,  infpec* 
,;,  affeiTors,  and  cotle^rs,  and  other  officers  afting  under  thein,^are 
jeby  required  to  aft  in  obed-encc  thereto. 

$nd  bi  it  further  inaSledy  That  if,  after  applying  the  monies  to  bo 
^(ed  by  virtue  of  this  aft  to  the  feveral  purpofes  aforefaid,  any  fmn  of 
Qey  fo  arifing  (hould  be  in  the  faid  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  the  fame 
,11'remain  for  the  difpofition  of  Parliaipent,  and  fliatl  be  notap|^^  other- 
it  than  as  Parliament  ffiall  direft.  ' 

And  be  it  further  enaSid^  That  one  moiety  of  all  pecufkiary '{penalties  and' 
jfeitures  hereby  impofed,  fba)l>  if  (ued  for  within  thefpace  of  fix  calimdar 
mths  from  the  time  of  iuch  penalties  or  ibrfi?iturea  being  incurred,  fas" 
bis  Majefly,  his  heirs  anfl  fuccelTors,  and.  the  other  moiety  ther^ofv  wtth- 

II  cofts  of  fait,  to  the  perfon  orperfbns  who  ftiali  inform  or  fue  ^rthe 
ine  within  the  time  aforefaid,  and  which  (haU  and  may  be  fued  for  in  hit 
iajefly  Couit  of  Exchequer  at  Wcfimintfer,  foroffences  committ«*d  ipk 
hgland,  or  in  \\\%  Majcfty's  Court  of  Exchequer  m  Scotland  Ibr  offence* 
immirted  in  Scotland,  by  aftion  of  d4>t>  bill,  plaint,  or  information, * 
herein  iro  effoign  privilege,  wager  of  law,  nor  more  rtian  one  imparlanco 
all  be  allo'^ed  ;  but  oeverthejeft  it  ^s\a\\  bt  Uwifui  for  bit  Majell^'s  at^^- 
ApPEN.  Vol.  I,  1797.  *  ^torney 
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tocfley  general'  m  Cbgland,  or  hh  Maj4ty*<  tdiftiestfr  la' Scfldand*  kal 
i;  ih«irpppear  to  his  fatisfaclioti  tliat  ^ffisch  pnahyoi'  fi»rf«itw«  wis* 
ciirred  withoDt  any  iotentioli  of  fraud,  to  flay  all  furtiwt  pvooeeJin^  ftf 
ct^tcriiig  a  fioli  frofitpii,  or  othcrwife,  with  refpeft  «8  ivdl  co  cIk  iaatd 
fuch  penalty  or  forieiturc  clatnied  by  fuch  informer  or  infarmers,  nCBtk 
{Rare  tlicieof  ^belonging  to  his  Majdly. 
:;ifr</^if  iijurlUr  enadeJ,  That  if  any  aaSmi  «r  fait  O&aU  be 


agaiiift  any'  pcrfoQ  or  pcrfons  for  any  tiling  done  in  purlbanee  of  diisaa, 
fucH  aflioxi  ojrCuit  (hall  be  conuaenc^  within  fix  niqntlH  matt  alter  tk  £d 
cb'mmittedj  and  not  afterwards^  and  fliaH  be  laid  in  tfascodintir  or^ 
where 'the  caufeof  comptainf  did  arife»  anditot  elfi^wbefri  and  tbe^eiead. 
ant  or.  defendants  in  every  fuch  a£Uaii  or  Aiit  maypletd  the  gipncnd  iia^ 
and  give  this  afl»  and  the  fpecial  matter  fti  evidence  at  sny  trial  cobeb: 
ttieitupon  ^  and  if  the  jury  (hall  fimf  for  t^  defendaM  or  deftndua  ■ 
^nV  foch  a^ion  or  fuit,  or  if  the  phintif  orplaintii«  ihall  be  aMUoiScd,  a 
diKontinue  his  or  their  a6^t ion  or  ruitafth'inedefeiidaBt-orde£endantift& 
Have  appeared,  or  if  upon  demurrer  jdd|[emetttlhaH lie  given  ogaioft  ik 
pUintiflTor  plaintiffsy  the  defendant  or  derendantsfliall  have  treble  oAimL 
naye  the  like  remedy  for  tlie  fame  ks  any  defencbntbacb  in  any  ocbercab 
to  recover  cods  by  law. 

Pro-vided  alfOf  and  bt  it  further  moBtd^  Ttiat  this  ad  may  be  aherei 
varied,  or  i^ptsded  by  any  a£l  or  aAs  to  be  made  in  thif  prvlic&t  icfiM  t 
Parliament. 


ADDITIONAL  CLAUSES 


APDEPTO  THE  BILL  W^EN  AM£HD^U»  ON  THB  BEPORT  FoB  CKAKT 
INC  TO.  HIS  MAJISTY  CERTAIN  ADDITIONAL  DUTIES,  Oik  Tll{ 
AMOUNT   OF    CERTAIN   1>UTI£S  NOW  CHARGED   BT    ASSESSAUSTi 

FOR  A  TIME  TO  BE  LIMITED. 


And  he  it  further  enoBedy  That  every  perTon  having  two  or  1 
Ing  houfeSf  one  pr  more  whereof  hath  or  have  been  ufoally  ]et  as  a  : 
furniibcd  lodging  houle  or  lodp^iog  houfes,  or  Iceeptng  two  or  more  ^ 
iag  houfes  with  the  purpefe  of  fo  ufually  letting  oot  one  or  more  tli 
ih^U  in  refpef^  of  edich  dwelling  houfe  fo  let  or  kept  with  the  purpofetfj 
being  (plet,  he  liable  to  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty,  at  the  like  rate  ai^ 
under  the  Hke  rtlles  and  regulations  as  are  herein  prefcribed  with  reipeSa 
peribns  alfcITed  for  lioiifes  let  in  part  to  lodgers  as  aforelaid,  aud  IhaUke 

,  entitled  to  be  exempted  from  the  (aid  additional  rate  or  duly  in  the  Uke<~' 
as  perfons  fo  letting  boufes  in  part  to  lodgers  i  Proyidcd  ahvaya*  that  r 
afleflment  to  be  made  by  viitue  of  this  aft  on  any  per/on  having  two  4 
more  fuch  dwctling^houtes  itblet  or  kept  with  the  purpofe  of  bciajy  fial 
ihall  be  afcertained  at  the  rate  befbre-nientioned  00  the  amoaat  ofdied 

\  tics  P0W  payable  in'relbe£l  of  each  dwelling. h6u(cieparately»  and 
the  ;M;gr^g3te  amount  or  thd  faid  dutiesy  payable  in  refped  of  ^1  the  i 
•r  otany  other  of  the  faid  dutievfor  which  fuch  perfbn  flialloc  may  I 
Xcfled.  .  .  - 

frwtdedat'wtvfs^  and  he  it  further  enietcted^  Thst  ^very-perte'4 
ing  an  houfe  or.rooms  Ji^ad  for  the  purpofe  of  public'  nfist  aad  eotcna 
mentj  (hall  b^  entitled  Ho  tlie  like  exemption  as  Inn^ktepers  (  and  the  ; 
tionalrate  and  duty  impofed  on  them  reftieQively  by  this  a^fhaJi  bet 
curtained  in  like  manner>  and  under  thcHke  rale^  and  regutetioaa  r-  ' 
herein  before  prefcribed  with  refpe6fc  to  tierlbns  ^S%&i  i»  honi^  i  " 
let  to  lodgersj  or  halving  (hopt  attached  ^reto. 
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FrOvidiJ  ahuajSt  €Uid  be  it'/unbtr^^ffedt  Th^f  noperlon  baving^ 
ienrtd«  or  wbo  0|aH«  during  Uic  continuance  pf  tbis»^  fervc  the  gffice^qf " 
Sfacriffofw»ycQUtity«oraoy  annual  ofHce  in  any  corporation  Or  fdy'i^Hiurjgh^ 
auad  «rbo  AoU  be  ^Mk4  to  the  4utics  payable  on  fervent.*,  carriages,'br  horfes; 
iLfipl.by  htin,4uriag  fuch  year  of  leivlce^  (h^W,  be  liable  to  be  charged,  by 
'vkcae  of  thi^  ^&t  ior  any  number  of  rcrj^<int«,  carriages  and  horfetygrt^tec 
tbbS'h? number  AichperfonwasaiTcirad.to  bv  the  laf  aflellnien;  mid^prlot 
to  the  year  oi  Ibcbfirvic^provi^^-^  <hc  (ball  ceafe  to  )i;^ep  any  fuch  addi- 
tiooai  carriage^  hmfkj  pr  iavant,  4;aLr4gt^8>  horfes^   or  fervanti,  a%r  tb^ 

,€3Cpiratiooofl'u«li-yeE|rofrervicce.         .     ., 

.  FrovuU  0if9t  imdhe  \ijwrthtr  4tnaBet1f  That  no  academlclap  or  a/foci- 
ate  of  the  royal  Afiad^my-.of  Arts  in  Grept  firitab,  kcepjag  oiie  male  fcr- 

,  jcant  only^  ikaU  b«  Ji^^lcr^be  aiTcill-d  lo  the  fald  atldifionat  rate  or  cluty  iri 

'  a  fum' greater  thftn  «!pco  the  vQiount'oFtbe  dunes  now  payable  or.  fuch  male 
icnranu  by  tb^  iaft,iiili:(fi»cn(  the^-cof  ^  and  that  every,  fuch  aca  lemjctan  or 
aflbotatc Sk»iS  b<  al^flT^^^  t<^l)^  faidr  i^dJuionul  ratp  or  duty  oii  |}OLi'lje%^  win- 
dow8»  or  lights,  ^f^^.inha^ted  houfes,  at  the  likc.rjtcj  ^^(f'unijer  \t/t 
like  rules  as  are  b«»*«nllpiw«J.  pr^lcribed  for  dwelling  houfcs  occupied  in 
part  Us  /hop^,  •    - .  .1 .'  .     ^  .  .^  . 

Provukdtdfit  0n4^*  it  further  enaScdi  That  no  perPon  \v\\o  is^Qi^JhaU 
be  duly  licenced  to  ketp,  and  who  fliaii  keep  a  hoiife  for  the  reception  o^tu-. 
natCcSy  fliall  bo  diitrf^bie  witb.  any  greater  rate  of  duty  than  ix  fuch  l\yu^e 
bad  been  let  ouit  bo  loggers* 

Providtd  ^z^»  ond  bt  it  further  enaSed^  That  nothing  herein  coii^ 
tained  fliall  be  coni]trued  to  e^^tend  :o  chcrge  the  laid  additional  rate  or  dutr 

.  on  the  amount  of  the  duties  payabk  on  carriages,  in  refpeA  of  any  car- 
n9gcs«  by  whatever  name  or  names  the  fame  ikall  be  called,  and  kept  by 

.aV^Jferiibu  duly  licenfed  for  that  piirpofe,  to  be  employed  as  public  ftage 
coaches  or  carriages,  for  the  purpofe  or  coxiveying  pafengers  &r  hire  to  and 
ftom  different  olacts  in  Great  Britain. 

TrwidedaljQy  and  be  it  further  enaQedy  Tliat  nothing  herein  confained 
ihall  beconllrued  *to  extend  to  charge  any  addittpnai  rate  or  duty  on  the 
.amouatef  any  aflVflinentor  afleflmenis  made  or  to  be  niade  by  virtue  9faa 

'  ad  pafPsd  in  the  thirty-leventh  vear  of  the  reign  of  his  pi-efent  Majeffy,  in- 
tituRd,  "  An  aA  for  enabling  his  Majedy  to  raile  a  provinonal  force  of 
C^vaby,  to  be  embodied  in  cafe  of  neceflity,  for  the  def<ence  of  thefe  krng- 

.  donas,"  or  by  virtue  of  another  a£^,  paHed  in  the  fsme  SefCon  of  Parha- 
^nt»  intituled,  **  An  a£k  toMdain  and  amend  an  a^,  made  in  this  prt/c:i)t 
fefficm  of  Parliament,  intituUa,  and  ai£l  for  enabling  his  Majefty  to  raifea 
provifional  force  of  Cavalry,  to  be  embodied  in  cafe  of  neceility^  for  the  de-  ' 
tsnce  of  thefe  kingdoms.** 

Prmde^aifot  ami  be  it  further  enaMed^  That  any  perfon  keeping  bounds 
jind  paying  a  compofition  for  the  iame  in  Lieu  of  the  duty  impof^l  by  an 
aClf^paiTed  in  the  thirty  fixth  year  of.  the  reign  of  his  prefent  'Majefty,  ioti-  - 
tilled,  «  Ao  aft  for  granting  to  his  M^iG  certain  duties  on  dog^**  fliall 

>.  nat  be  aflcflird^othe  additional  rate  or  diity  by  this  a^.  impofed',  in  ref^Kf^ 
sif  iiich  hounds*  in  any  greater  Turn  than  In  the  proportion  of  the  rates 
berabjc  impofed«.e(Umated  on  the  amount  oi  tbefum  |>aid  for  (uch  compoll- 
tion.  . 

And htM further  eMa&tdjFor.(hc  mt^iaj  accQmino<Ution  of  landlords 
and  tenenis,  tba^if  any  landlord,,  at  tlie  defire  of  his  tenant,'  (ha|l  advance 
atonies  for  tlje  puipofe  of  dirchargiug^he. duties  inipoltd  u|>on  fuch  ten^ot 
by  this  aft»  fuch  landlord  (ba^  be^ntitled  to  recover  fqch  nfiotucs,  with 
Jawfnl  ineereft,  at  the  times. and  by  the  inftalments  agiecd  upon  herwecn 

•  Iboa,  by  $il  aiul  cgruy  the  rcpKdics  and  remedy  to  which  he  is  entitled  for 

,'       nx  '  the 
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.the  recofocf  of  his  Vent;  and  if  any  tenant  ftall,  aft  t&e  define  ef  Ua  liai 
lord,  for  the  like  purpofc,  advance  to  his  famdkrd  any  mcmeVt  it  MIk 
lawfnifor  foch  tenant  to  dednQ  the  fime,  with  IsmIu)  mteMil,  ciiivf  1b 
rem,  at  ibch  times  and  by  fuch  inftahnents  as  Owl}  he  agrred  opon  Mwaj 
them,  id  f  h?  fame  manner  as  he  is  by  lav  entitnied  to  dedtiA  psjiuemi  bj 
'  him  floade  in  refpcft  of  the  land  tax. 

Frwidedtdfr,  nnd  he  H  fartbtr  amSUi^  That  if  »y*perloa  ib  ctaprf 
as  albre&id  to  any  of  the  duties  now  |>ayab]emi  carritfgefty  IhaH,  Itob  ik 
fiith  day  of  April  one  thoiiiand  fryen  hundrcd'SAd  ninety  fevcii»  to  the  tiae 
of  bearinfr  the  appeal  againft  the  affeflment  to  be  made  by  ri?  me  of  thbafla 
have  batafiik  ceadlcd  to nie  any  carnageor earrtages  kept  hf  hhn or  her, 
and  (hall  have  wholly  difcontiinod  the  u£e  of  the  fame  Aning  tbe  whekiv- 
terval  between  the  faid  fifth  day  ofr  April  ane  thofited  feven  ImrtdnBd  mi 
ninety  fcven,  and  the  time  of  hearing  the  appeal  againt  the  aUcffincBr  fl»  te 
wade  under  this  a£V,  then  futh  perfon  IbaH^  on  pro«f  thereof  t9  thefiMac- 
tion  of  checommiffioners  before  whom  the  appead  fnrtbat  canfe  ftadlhedei> 
pending,  be  eiempted  om  ai»y  charge  to  be  made  by  virtue  csfdiis  aft,  ca 
the  arnoont  of.  the  Aities  now  pay«>le  t>n  fiich  cairiage  or  eauia^ts  ia 
difconttnued* 

Provided  alfb,  erndbi  Ufttrther  enoQed^  That  if  any  pfffen  whoftaB. 
previous  to  the  fii^  day  of  appeal  under  this  ad  for  the  dubiS  whoc  foA 
pevlbn  lefides,  have  inroDcd  bimfelf  in  any  r^ment,  corpsy  or  tivapa  of 
yeomanry,  cavalry,  raifed  by  vinue  of  an  ad^  pafled  in  the  thirty  fbortb  yesr 
of  the  reign  of  his  preient  Majefly,  intituled,  '<  An  aft  for  cmwagiig 
and  d.fciplining  fuch  corps  or  companies  of  men  as  fliall  vuRinuiilycaruli 
'tbemfelves  for  the  defence  of  then'  counties,  towns,  or  coaAa,  or  fcr  tfic 
g«nerai  defence  of  tbe  kingdom,  during  the  prcfirnt  war,**  fhaH  not  hare 
obtained  his  exemption  for  one  horfe,  mare,  or  gelding,  in  iwfuim.  «f  an 
ad  pafled  in  the  thirty  fixth  year  of  the  reign  ofhis  faid  Majefly,  ia- 
tittilcd,  *<  An  sfi  for  granting  to  btS  Majefly  feverai  additional  duties  on 
horfes  kept  for  the  purpofe  Priding  or  drawing  certain  carriwrt  ihooa 
mentioned,**  in  the  M  airfcifment  miKle  for  the  year  ending  the  fifth  day  of 
April  one  thoufand  ftven  hundred  and  ninety  eight,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe 
on  proof  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  commifConers  for  executing  thisaft,  of 
his  being  entitled  to  fuch  exemption,  and  on  produAion  of  a  certificatt  ta 
he  made  out  at  any  time  previous  to  his  making  fuch  appeal  of  bis  fervice 
In  fuch  rcgfment,  corps,  or  troop,  in  the  manner  diieaed  by  tbe  laid  laft- 
mentioned  aft,  the  perfbn  fo  enrolled  and  fenring  fhall  be  affeflcd  to  the  faid 
,  additional  rate  or  duty,  in  like  manner  and  at  the  like  rate  as  if  fbcfa  cxcatp* 
tioo  bad  been  allowed. 

And  he  kjvrtber  enaBed^  That  where  any  perfbn  charged  to  the  ftid 
lafl- mentioned  duties  on  honfes,  windows,  or  fights,  or  on  inhabited  hMes, 
by  tbe  laft  aiTiflment  as  afbrttaid,  fhatl  have  removed  firom  the  dweflirg 
houfe  in  refpeft  nvhereof  fuch  per  fan  fliall  be  tfltffcd,  fuch  perfon  fliall  not 
be  charged  to  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty  en  the  amount  of  the  faid 
duties  payable  ihrefpeft  of  (uch  diaelUtig  houfe,  but  the  prefent  occvjncr 
(if  any)  of  fuch  dwelling  houfe  fliall  be  chargtable  theiewith,  although 
fuch  occupier  fhail  not  have  been  charged  to  the  faid  dtrties  now  payabk 
by  fuch  laft  affiffment. 

Jnd  he  it  furtbir  ene&ed^  That  if  any  perfon  fhall  remove  f  oif.  a^y 
dwelling- houfe  into  any  newly  erefted  mefTiPgr,  whtch  fitail  not  before  hare 
been  inhabited,  fuch  perfon  ftall  not  be  Kabie,  during  the  concnraaacc  of 
tlic  rates  and  duties  impofed  by  this  aft,  to  be  aHcffid  to  the  faid  addttkicai 
rate  or  duty,  at  more  than  the  amount  of  the-  fjiid  rate  or  doty,  vhich  by 

virtue 
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^vktiMi  of  this  tStf  >»«•,  or  ooghtlo  be  ckargcd  in  nfptSt  of  ^  dwe]iia|^ 
iMOfe  from  wlmh  focb  ptribo  ib  remofects 

•  ProviM ,  miiAui^i^  mid  hi  it  fitrtbtr  tua3td^  That  al)  facfa  appeals 
sgaiitft  any  afleflVmnta  a«  afbrefaid  (ball  be  entered  with  the  cleric  to  there- 
fp^ive  CommifiSonera  far  executing  tbia  aA»  within  ten  day*  after  \cfie\^ 
of  fuch  afltifment  fliall  be  given  to,  or  left  with  the  party  intended  to  be 
eharged  theiebyrin  tbe  maimer  before  direfted,  and  the  fame /hall  be  heard 
and  dttermineti  witbin  ten  days  after  foch  appeal  fliall  beib  entered,  for 
which  parpQie  a  day  or  days  ot  appeal  fiiall  be  apjpoiatedi  within  the  Hrae 
before  mentioned  by  the  faid  reipecttve  CommiffioBeray  uhlefs  the  day  of 
•appeal  from  afieflnfieats  «f  thcduiiss  now  payable  on  honfes,  wmdovrs^  or 
-lights^  or  on  inhabited  hoofea,  ibaU  intetvcne  |  oa  ^hich  days  refpeiS^iyehr 
^  faid  Coonnifiioncta  are  herebyi  rcqhired  to  hear  and  tdetepmine  all  fnch 
•  appeals.  ^ ' 

•  Pfwided  alwMj  md  b»  itfuriker  maStdy  That  all  fnch*  laft^mentioh  « 
c<l  appeal*  agai.aft<any  ftich  a&ffnient  as  aforefaid,  ihall  be  enrtered  with 
the  rei'peftive  commiiio&er9>  or  the  clerk  to  the  rerpeftiTs  commifffoners 
^r  executing  thi4  a^>  within  ten  davs  after  fuch  afle(fment  fliali  be  frgned 
and  allowed  }  srtd  the  fame  (hall  be  heard  and  determined  ten  days  at  iMft 
b«fore  theday  ap^nted  for  fwymg  the  firft  inftalment  thereon,  for  which 
purpose  the  faidreipe^live  cooimiflioners  (haJl^  within  the  tiane  befbremen- 
ti^ned,  appoint  a  day  or  days  of  appeal,  unlefs  the  day  of  appeal  from  af. 
feiOnents  ot  thtt  duties  now  payable  on  houfe^,. windows,  or  lights^  or  on 
inhabited  hoofes,  fliall  intervene,  on  which  days  rerpe6Hf  ely  the  £iid  reipeAive 
cofmntiTtoners  ;«re  hereby  required  to  hear  and  determine  all  Mh  appeals. 

Frwiided  « J^e,  and  be  it  furtber  enaS^^  Thai  if  any  fuch  perfon  fhaf  1 
be  prevented  by  infancy,  ficknels,  or  other  incapacity,  or  by  ablimee  ont.ef 
the  kingdoMd,  from  making  any  fuch  -declaration,  or  from  verifyingf  the 
fame  as  aibrtfa'd,  or  it  any  body  coporate  cr  politic  fliall  be  charged  to  any 
•f  the  laid  additional  rates  or  duties^  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the  gnardiiii; 

'tutor,  curator,  or  Committee,  or  thefteward  or  agent  of  fuch  perfons  re. 
^^kiyely,  or  body  corporate  or  politic,  »o  appeal  on  the  behalf  of  fuch  iii. 
capacitnted  perfon,  or  of  fuch  body  corporate  or  politic,  and  to  make  fodi 
declaration  as  is  required  in  fuch  caps  by  chie  aft,  fuch  ^faardian,  totw,  cu- 
rator, committee,  Reward  or  agent,  having  flrft  made  the  affidavit  fet  fbrth 
in  ihe  fchedule  hereunto  annexed  befot«  two  juftices  of  the  peace,  or  two 

>eommifltonei«  for  executing  this  aA  (in -which  cafe  the  jufHces  or  commiT. 
fioners  fliall  certify  the  fame  at  theibotof  ftich  declaration  as  afbnefhrd)  Or 
before  the  commiflionersbefoM  whom  the  faid  appeal  fliall  be  depending, 
and  which  affidavit  the  faid  jnAiCcs  or  comniiillodQrs  rafpe£HveIy)Eii  afore- 
faid  are  hereby  em^iowered  to  take^  and  they  re^peftively  fliail  caiile  the 
fame  to  be  figned  by  the  party  malctngthe  affidavit,  and  annexed  to  the  dc- 
ctaititioii  reified ing  which  fuch  affidavit  fliaH  be  made ;  and  every  (bch  aji. 
peal  fliall  be  as  Qfle6lual  as  if  fuch  appellant  had  appeaned  so  perfon. 

PreinJed  tiljOj  aitd  be  it  further  enaSed%  That  if  any  peribn  fliall  be  pre- 
vented byficknels  or  other  unavoidable  accident,  or  by  any  other  fuflScient 
ctiujt:,  to  be  allowed  as  afocefaid,  from  appealing  within  the  time  limited 
by  this  i»^,  it  flwall  be  lawful  fbir  the  commiiiionetni  for  exrcttting  this  vlB^ 
or  the  piftilant  commifiioners  of  the  proper  divifion,  parifltj  or  place,  and' 
on  pioof  to-thefatisfaction  of  the  faid  rommiflioijers  refjieftiveiy  of  thecaofe 
of  fuch  omiflion>  to  rsceive  the  appeal  of  any  perfon  fo  circttmftanced» 
y^ithin  a  reafonable  titfte  to  be  allowed  by  the  faid  re^>cctive  cotnAiifliancrs, 
after  fuch  perfon  flial!  have  had  notice  of  the  afleflfinenfe  or  afleffments  made 
•by  virtue  of  this  a^,  and  the  difabiiity  arifing  from  any  fuch  caufe  as  afore- 
faid  fl'.all  h?ivc  bcpn  retnavedj  and  the  reactive  CDnioiiflionera  niay  proceet] 
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m  fach  appeal  hf  and  under  the  like  itiletand  dtreftiMs  as  ant  bmdvr  fm, 
fcribed  i9.^ther  cafes  of  popeal ;  and  that  any  abatement  of  the  faid  a^g. 
tijDni^)  rate  or  doty  a0^0ed  on  fuch  apptlknt,  which  m<r^  be  maiie  «a  ^id 
<^fp94l»  ibdll  commence  from  and  ^fter  the  time  appoiaitd  for  pajotett 
the  intfalii^ent  uf  the  additional  ntt  or  duty  ncsct  bdore  tbetimeof 
fuch'appeaf. 

>l9(J^  ^/i  i/  ftirtbtr  enfiSe^t  That  fuch  potf^ftni  at  OiaH  be  nomiaa^Kl  aa  fae 

cpQc^ors  df  the  Taid  duties,  now  pstyabie*  (baJI,  if  rcquined  A>  4o  <Sok  jipc 

f  oodand  fufiic/ent  iemricy  to  the.  dmri^wandcsasyor  omerfeera  or  ^mr&m 

of  the  pbor  of -any  defcriptf<m,-dr;anylwo  or  BMte  of  then,  or  the  feiofl 

▼eftry^or  any  £tyeo  or  moreof.thtm,..tvhera.a  fele^  vc^iy Ihail  htmd»- 

fiaedi^^Sk  for  any  panfli  or  partihea,  cqtMi  to  the  amouut  of  one   yUL- 

]ii«nC<oMMs  whole  rate  to  be  colieaeajo  och  4iBx\&t^  thnr  dulj  fw- 

ing  to  the  receiFer  general  fuch  moniet-09  ^11  come  to  their  Noids*  at  M 

.4aMl  aaniij  dire^ed  by  this  a£lj  whiehi^kHrity  tbt  .fiMii  chwrckwagjuw, 

-v^trfexrt^  gugirdi^ns,  or  ^eiVry  refpettively  ftre  hsr^^oihoazod  and  «»• 

povrer«l  10 take,  and  on  tailnre  oi  the  per^ionafo  iia«n«d  to  hecolkifiMi  as 

W^recKre^ed  giving  fuchfecurity^if  rcqiiired»the  coAmfiaonars  £««&- 

catln^'thia  a6t,or  aaytwo  or  more  of  them»  Qailhc  at  Uliertyiaadare  kot- 

by'aothorited  to  appoint  any  other  two  or  more  1  ufiicieot  perfi^nav  «lu  caa 

.  givo  4oth  (kurity  as  aforefaid,  refiding  within  the  liqiita  and  -bo^andg  of  the 

'  parilhes,  townihips,  conitablewicks,  and  place9»  where  thffy  fliall^cjiant- 

abhr,  to  be  xiamed  by  fuch  churchwatdens,  overibert^  guandians,  or  vefay 

at  aforefo^d,  to  be  coiie^ors  of  the  faid  former  mtea  and<iutic*s  Prorated 

Alwtysi  That  if  no  peribns  caabe  foand  within  theleveral  pariib«s»lowa- 

'  flifpsy  conftablewicks,  or  platen  refpe^iively^  who  are  wijlmg  or  abk  10  give 

fecarityv  then  aad  in  fuch  caiib  the  perfons  who  wcne  iirft  aameii  bj  tbeiaai 

.  coRimiflioners  fl&all  be coUe6kors of^ the faidfbnner rates  aad  4iit»ea t  Pio- 

•  vided  alio,  tliat  nofecurity  or  receipt  to  be  given  in  purfuanoe  of  %b»  aft 

fball  be  charged  or  chargeable  with  any  ftaoip  duty  whatfoeter. 

Jnd  hi  itfinrthtr  efiactgJ,  That  the  ieveral  colkaor a  of  the  iaid  actf . 
.tlo<ial  rates  or  duties  hereby  granted  ihaii.  within  fcvcn  days  afrcr  tbe  le- 
.fp|{6iivetinMS  hereby  appointed  for  ijayment  of  thelrveral  infta|iiieMa.of  ake 
(aid  additional  rates  or  duties,  pay  into  the  hands  of  thereceiviars  gjeoenit 
or  theitf  refpc^iTe  depmiest'  all  the  monies  then  reoiivedonaccouatofthaie 
refpe6livQ  inttalm«nts»  aad  fiiall  alfo  from  time  to  tiine»  within  kftn  -dafs 
after  the  reoetbt  of  of  any  arrears  of  the  faid  refpe^tif  e  iaftalmentSy  oot  paid 
wirbin  the  i^rpe^liv^  times  hereby  ap|x>iBi«d>|^y  the  lame  ia  Ufc«  maaoer 
.  to  the  faid  receiTers  generyili  or  their  refpefUare  deputies  i  and^  tbat  the  M 
.fevrr^  oolteAors*  paying  the  wbdie  fuirn  by  them  coUc^cd  jarithiD  the 
.  times^hereby  appointed,  £ail  hafc  and  receive,  for.  their paiyis  in  coUeAiae 
ami  paying  the  money,  fuch  lams' as  the  commiffioners  lor  the  aii&ifa  .of 
.taxes,  with  the  approbation  of  the  comuuffionrrs  oftbuinffSwry  (ivt  n- 
gard  being  bad  to  the  fize  of  tlie  diftri^  of  coUe^lion^amUhecrricunilUBQrs 
.attending  the  fame,  together  with  the  amount  of  thc^fums  coUefVcd)  ftaJl 
think  fit,  not  i'.i  any  calk  exceeding  three  pence  in  flic  pouod»  whiob  tb«  laid 
colk£)ors  are  hcKby  empowered  to  ditatn  ont  of.  the  laft|KiynM^t  of  thsir 
i'evei'al  and  refpe^ive  payments,  in  refpcfl  of  eacbiodaiineai.t 

j^d  be  itjurtber  enaeteds  Thab  any  rcceirerr^general,  upon  the  ncfifKl 
the  whole  monies  afkfied  within  the  xounty,  ridings  ihb^>  ^4kwarti7,..cr 
pisce,  for  which  he  is  appointed. receiver  (in  cafe  he  Aiall  hava^tneceiaed  the 
feveral  duplicates  of  eacn  parifb  and»plaspth^reuiv.aDd  that  duplicates (bajl 
be  returned  to  the  office  of  his  Majdly*s  veraembriineet  o|f  the  i^xohcq^ier, 
am)  not  otberwife)  (ball  allow  and  pay,  aca)rdiag;io  fach  warrant ;<^  ihaU 
be  given  in  that  behair  by  the  coaaminipivers  for  oKciiting  tUft  if^s  or  any 
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'^J^^j^oreoftbem,  three  halfpence. ioth^poojid,  and  no  m^ri*,  to  the 

ai%e^dupH«tai,aiwl^^fttfe«4  tr''^^^?"!  "i'  fair  wnt«g  the  iffrff- 
dcrs,  and  Inftmments  reusing  tiSStfe^^^^*^^^'*'  ^"^  »"  ^*^^^^^*'  «^- 

poties,  ihali  be  cntitkii  to  any  allowance  bjr  way  ofiari^^f^  ^f  «?• 
receiving, Bcconmhig  for,orfMiyt^.rhemontcsa»Uededby  vlftui^^lf  ^l" 
aA  ;  bttt  that  the  commifiioaere  ef  bi«  Majcfty**  treafuryy  or  the<li^gn^'? 
ftirer  for  the  time beiitg,  are oi"  is-heivby'authodzed  to  allow  Kxt  Aicb'  iro* 
crh«r«-0tneraly  oiit  of  the  nfonieacoltefiled  by  virtue  of  ilu»a£l»  Duehjbmt 
a9  ifaey  fliall  appcctr  tohvvie  expended  ^r  d'ift>iirfed  in  the  eaGeontwm  f»f 'ibta 
ftdy  and-^orthetrrfalbnible  ehargetin  oolIe6^ins:  the  lame. 
«  ^  And  biitfwrthirt^SM^i  T;hot  within- the  bills  of  mtxtsHAXft .  thui^ 
riChed of  St%  Matykcbonc  and  St. Panrra*,  in  the  <!ouiuy  of  JMlfldkfibtt  fixe 
mppointment  of  ebHefitors  of  ch«  iird  xrldirionai  rates  and  diitie»  Aall  W 
Jong  wholly  ftf  fweh-of  thccommiflianers  for  executing  th^s  a^,  who  (Ml 
retide  in  tlK  pariflws  for  wiitch  inch  coiie6lors  rtfpe^vely  aiie.to  be  apf>0MH- 
edvin  cafethieTe  Aiflil  be  two  or  more  comminioiiers  t'ntre  refidentm  aiyi  no 
•other  coffmiiflioncfs  ftiall  in  fnch  cafe  inhrrfrre ;  and  it  Ihall  be  lawful  for  the 
iaid  commit&onerr  fot^  executing  this  a^,  and  rcfiJing  witbin4be  rcf^^ivo 
^rMhe«  asaforefeid,to  appoint  fuch  perfois  to  be  col}e£lorS'Vrhf>Oiall  have 
'  given  fecvrity,  roJihe  fatisfadion  of  the  churchwaidens  and .  overfeere   or 
guardiant  of  the  poor,  or  any  two  or  more  of  them » or  any  ittvei)  or  more  of 
^rhe  veHrv,  where  a  feleA  veilry  fliall  be  appointed  a^^  aforeraid,,«pd  v»bo 
ihali  betboaghtby  the  faid  commiflionera  to  be  of  ability  to  execute  the  .of- 
fice of  ■colle^hu'}  and  that  in  default  of  appointing  fuch  peribos  ^^  iball 
•  have  given  Atob  fecurity,  then  the  faid  commiilionera  refidiog.  at  ^fprefaid 
ihall  name  fiidi  perfbn»a«  they  (hall  think  of  ability  toexec^^th«^aid  of- 
ike :  Provided  always,  that  where  two  or  more  conuntifionfu^  fii^li  not  be 
refident  in  any  panih,  for  which  coUe&ors  are  to  b»  appoint e4  then  a^om-. 
iMiffioacir  or  commiffionera  reading  in  any  ac^ccftt  parJih  iavf>M(^\^'ia  the 
••pponitmentoffuchcoUe£kors.  v  , 

And  he  ttjurtber  enaSed,ThsLt  the  governors  and  dire^orq  of  the  b?nk. 
of  England  fliaUopen  an  account  intheir  bookt  with  the  con))nii&oi>«rs^  of 
hie  Majclly*8'treafuryfor  the  time  being,  undei*  the. title  of  the^  cooimif-- 
fioners  of  the  treafury  onaccaaat  of  the  iuppiies  granted  by  ppriianoevt  (or, 
the  year  one  thoufand feven  hundred  and  ninety  eight,  and /h%U.  cany  to 
dtecreditoffuchaceouot  ail  the  monies  aitihortzed  b^  this  a^  to  be  paid 
to  the  governor  and  company  of  the  (aid  bank  of.£n^land«  or  to  their. 
cathier  or  eafhiert,  or  other  perfon  orperfims  to  bt^aiAihorisedby  tl^m  as. 
bereinaftct  i*  menttoiied»  and  the  (aid  oaiihler  or  caihiej's^  or  other  perfon  or 
ftK^tobe  atithoriaeil-ai a^orefaid,  (hall  give  a  receipt  or  r^eipts  in. 
wtifiitg  for  the  amount  of  the  monieft  fo  bo  be  paid  to  the  perHin  or  pjribna 
payiiigtht>  ^fome,  or  lo  his,  her«.or  their  agent  or  agents,  and  if  requinrd  Co 
40  do^ ihall  aUa^lve  a  duplicate  of  any  iuch  receipU  or  a.  (ecood  receipi  of 
the  fame.  tenOir  and  datey  to  the  perfonor  pecloos  paying  vn  0\t  fame,  big, 
'  h<Bt,oi?  tbehr  agent  or  agents,  which  duplicates  oc  fefiond  receip:<;  of  the  fame 
tenor  or  tidte&all  be  accepted'-and  taken  by  the  Ic^'eral  co'k'^ors  and  re- 
to^^softhe*  f)fid<  additional  rates  and  duties  by  t^i$  a,^  giant^  as 
«ca(h>  and  in  p|i)'m^n»  and  difcbrge  of  the-  feveral  runs^  toi.be  a^ftdkd  aad 
>eolle£ledby  Virtue  of  this  a6^,  in  thennrliier  hercinahn  tiirectrd.  . 
'jM$e^kftirther^nacf9d,Thgit  it  tha-H  be  lawful  for  any  pftlon  or  per- 
fons,  bedypoUiic'or  e^pomre^.tD  pay,orcaiife  to  be  pa:<l  to  {)ic  f^id  jp. 
■  Pernor  and  company,  or  to  their  cafljicr  or  cafhicri,  or  other  pcribn   oc 

pcffoni 
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^^y^'tjASjifrJerenacud,  iTbat  it  fli^U  be^wfuTlpr'apy  pcrfon  Qr  |«r. 
>.ir'W^i^3^V  ^^ck^ift  to  bepql^,''.^  tljc  r^'d  goycpio^^   anU   coni^j, 
or  tb  their  'cSfhUr  or  cafliicrs,  drotder.  jcrfcn  PT  perCoB*   tQ    b«  if. 
tbcriierfWliroreiaid,  any  fum  pr.ltiaVs  of njpncy*  and  19  rcq^uXre  a  ixoqfi 
crreofiS^i^nft  duplicans  tjiereof  refpc^iver/^  or  irec'e^/f  pf  ib«&^(anJ5ic* 
nor  arid  date;  fftrfuch  pa^'ments  Cvvb\cliju/uji,nijy  bp.fvt.pj^M  Vit^out  ptj-. 
dHcltitf'tO'tht*  faici  governoi  and  cornpaffj',  bf.thcu"  caJlhifiT  or  c;afiiierii,ortf : 
pertbil'bt'pffll/ns  to  be  authorized  as  flfore||iid^^any  aflc^Tmciit  or  ccrti/Wff 
o^  the  arooMnt  of  the  fijid  aJdltion:U,r^^es.an4  <5»tV>  to.bc^iWe  bjrvirtiKef 
this  a6l,  iiponfuchjjtrfon  or  psrfons)  aiiidf  ,alL  lMHi«.to  b^  piufy  for  waUi 
rectnpts  arid  du^ticates,  or  receij^ts  of  the  fame  tenor  and  dw  fiiaU  be  ir- 
qaind;  Ihalt,  in  cafe  the  fum  ps^d  at  any  one  tlittefbaH  noi'be.Iefs  than  tbc 
aiiKuiht  df  thre^  inflalments  of  the  faid  additional  rates,  or  4^tks  €9  ixrhc 
a^ffed  or  charged  on  the  perfou  or  perlbns  fo  paying  m».  or  caul^og  .to  be 
paid  the  fftme,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  on  account  of  fuch  infisUzneiU  of 
the  laid  additional  rates  and  dutiea»andxn  advanceof  tbe  fame^  and  tlx  ex- 
cels df  the  lUmfi  To  paid  above  the  amount  of  tiie  (aid  additional  ratqt.^ 
er'dntfdftfa  ro  be  aJie/Ted  or  charged  on  fuch  perfon  ocper(Jbns«  ajKia34i! 
all  fusts  which  IhaU  be  paid  into  the  iaid  bank  of  Eogw^i  at  aaj  oae^ , 
time,  lefs  than  the  amount  of  three  fvidi  iafta]ineni9»  ibiU  b^jdioemed. 
and  taken    to  be  the  voluntary  contribution  of  &ich^  ptriba  or  persons 
tovKihifi  eifc^ing  the  purpofes  of  this  ^Si ;  and  the  duplicates  of  the  r&-  • 
ceipt  or  tecelpts  Co  be  given  upon  fuch  of  the  faid  pajnieiit«»  vrbich  jbali  ,' 
not  be  lielVtban  tTte  amount  of  three  inftalments  as.a£amttd»  or  the  iScoopd.  . 
receipts  of  the  hitit  tenor  and  datexihaU,  upon  dclivtiv  tbeseof  to  tbc  co^ 
lectors  of  the  faid  ^itionol  lates  and  dutie«>  afleCed  and  charged  «|xtfi 
fuch  peribn  or  pcrfuns  as  aioreraid,  lie  an  acquittance  ato^  dif^ai gt  ibr 
I'ucb  and  (b  many  mttahnents  of  the  faid  additional  ratea  and  ditties  ^  zC^ 
feifed  and  Charged  as  ^iforefaijd,  as  (ball  i)^  exceed  the  amount  of  the  .iiuas 
exprefTei!  In  (iich  du pltcaies  or  Second  re^^ts  as  aCuefaid. 

Jnd  he  k  further  enacted,  That  upop' the  payioeat  ofanyXiicK  (um*  of 
mcn^y  as  afprelaid  into  the  faid  bankof  Enjgku^i  th^  caikier  oir  caflueca*  fv 
other  perfon  or  perfons  ipceiving  tiieXaaK^wUl  give  one  jpecdpt*.  figaed  bf 
themrrcrp^^uvely^  for  the  whole  of  the  fumsfo  p^y  <»-  ibj^'au  r^e^ts  be 
fucR  pcjnrwns  tliereof  as  (hall  be  req^xtd,'  and  (hall  alloy  if /np^Ujined*  give  a. 
dupticiTte  of  each  ^  or  any  receipt  or  feco^id  receipts  q£  the  (^ifne  teooi?  .9fid 
date  refi)t:^uvely,lwhichreceints  and  duplicates  thereof,  or^ij^eond.  receipts 
of  tht  iame  ten9r  gind  date*.  (halllpveraUy  be  c^t  off  indeafcwifi:  {ro^i  ^Uic. 
counier  chccjne^  thereof,  which  counter  cheaucaare  toremaii^witl^  -tpe  faid». 
goverrfpi-  ai.d  corppanv  j  and  cycrjrrcceipt,  mca.feswheread.iipl^^aoe^^*^*' 
*  of^ or  fccond  receipt  ol' the  fame  tenor  9nd  dat#»  (hall  be^givcBr^^  be^lc-'. 
.  nonunafcd  in  ^he  body  thereof  to  jb^the  Mt  receipt  of  tlpa^lafpe.tciyor -an^ 
dAte,  ar>4  tliic  duplicate  of  fuch  receipt  or  ftcood  <recprpt.  Ihall  .ho  dcwHcl-* 
nated  in  the  hof^y^ tLueof  to  be  tfie.,(j^pUcaie  ifr  kmi  rtc4^* ^  xhaiapis. 
tenoiordate'       .  w'      ..1  -   .  '  ~    *:        :    *    ■ 

Jnd  be  itfurihr  tnccud^  iTha^  uj>on  thedeliv«yVibe4ttpli«atcoCa%jf% 
fuch  receipt  as  ui^creiaid»  oc  any  recond'ricei|>t  Af'tbe;ime  Cn|BfLaqiifi#^  ^  . 
to  any  Coiie^or  of  cijc  (iuii  addltiorial  rates  or  duties^  ia  dil^bai^gc  «t  Iha 
'  wbwfle 
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ar  any  pat  theit  of»  not  left  tbui  tlit  MMontef  diret  faHltiiMll  mttlbri- 
fii«d«  the  fticUollcAor  fliall»  if  retiinred*  Morfc  in  wfiiiog  m  lift  hick  of 
the  origtni^  receipt,  of  which  the  duplicate  or  UomA  fct<i|it  m  afct^fitid 
tt»D  be  delivered,  ibt  amouat  and  tte  mimber  of  mMmemn  of  the  Mi*  * 
4iot«at  i-atek  or  duties  thereby  to  bedifchar^MU  V»A  the  coiwiitftoiei't  for' 
cwcouting  ihtk  2£i  in  thediltrifl  >«here  ftich  duplicttte  orlrcotidreci^  QkiU 
fwiwt  bec«l  d«liveivi,  or  any  two  or  moreof  chedi»  may  and  they  «nt  nctehy 
reiraired>  on  an^  application  for  that  purpoTc^  at  any  of  thetr  meetiiMiffy 
and  dn  prbdu^tion  or  the  original  receipt  indorfcd  as  aforvfiudy  or  other 
proof  given  to  the  fatisfa^ion  of  the  faid  commiflionan  of  the  paymeot  in 
ssdvanoeof  a  Cvm  not  lefs  than  the  aoiounr  of  thnefuch  inttalinca:s*ooac« 
count  vf  the  faid  rates  or  dntieiiy'  ^nt  a  certificate  thereof  under  thcMr 
bnnds  to  the  peribn  qr  perfons  matcihg  fuch  pay/|ient»»  which  cet  tificstcs  of  * 
the  faid  commUiioi^s  Hull  he  received  at  evidence  ofiuch  payments  in  all ' 
courta  and^ItceSi  and  before  all  perfons  whatever. 

Amih€  ufurthiT  enafftlty  That  every  perfondflivering  to  the  colle6lor  or 

coUectonof  the  faid  additional  rates  or  duries  hereby  granted,  any  receipt  or 

dopUcate  as  afiorelaid,  gW;n  tormonie^s  paid  into  ihe  I'did  bank  ofEngland, 

in  advance  is  aforefaid,  indifcharge  of  not  itfsthan  thrt»;  inflalnuntsofUic 

faid  additiontl  raten  ami  duties  charged  upon  fuch  peifon,  (hall  be  ebtitied 

unto  an  atiowarice  on  the  Aims  exprenVd  in  fuch  receiptor  dupHcate,  or  fuch 

part  thaeof,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  !ix  inlUInients,  charged  as  afoie> 

iaid»  of  fo  much  money  as  the  iflterett  of  the  Turns  fo  paid  in  advance,  not 

being  lefs  than  three  nor  exceeding  fix  iuflalmenls  as  aforcTaid9,fiialIamouoC 

nato  alter  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  cenfum  ynx  annum,  fiom  the  day  of 

payment  of  the  Mi  6i  the  (aid  inftaiments  fb  to  be  difcharged,  until  the  day 

of  payment  of  the  M  of  the  faid  inftalments,  which  allowai^ce  it  to  be  af- 

certained  by  the  certificate  of  the  receiver-general  of  the  county,  riding, 

Ibise,  ftcwartry,  or  place,  where  fuch  additional  rates  or  duties  fhall  be  pay. 

'ablej  which  ceitiiicate4uch  receiver-general  (hall  grant  on  demand,  before 

the  period  of  (lich  hk  tnfblmentj  an. I  the  allowance  So  Certified  flmti  be 

piid  at  die  bank  of  England^  or  by  the  coile6lor  orcolIeAors  of  the  faid  ad* 

ditional  rates  or  duties,  out  of  any  payments  that  may  be  afterwards  made 

by  or  on  the  behalf  of  the  pcrfon  to  whom  fuch  ceitificate  (tall  be  granted^ 

or  in  cafe  no  future  payment  (hall  become  doe^  then  by  the  receiver.gtne- 

ral  of  the  fiunc  cotmty,  riding,  (hire,  (iewartry,  or  place,  oat  of  the  monies 

in  his  hands,  of  the  faid  additional  rates  or  duties, 

dnJ  hi  it  'fiuibir  inASed^  That' if  any  perlbn  or  perfons  flian  iom  or  ^ 
eounterfieit,  or  caufe  or  procure  to  be  forged  or  counterfeitedi  or  IhalfwilK 
ingiy  aft  or  aifift  in  the  forging  or  connterietting  any  nrceipt  or  receipts  for 
Uie  ti^e  or  any  |MUt  or  parts  of  the  (iims  received  at  the  bapk  of  Etylcnd, 
in  poHbance  of  t&t  ad,  or  any  duplicate  of  any  fuch  receipt,  orfhJl  alter 
anymimher,  figuif,  or  woixt,  in  any  fuch  reoeu^  or  duplicate,  or  utter  or 
pubKJIh  iS  true,' any  foch  iktfe,  forged,)  counterfeited,  or  altered  receipt  cr 
receipts,  or  duplicaite  or  dapiicatesi  with  intent  to  defraod  the  Kii^^s  Ma<- 
jefty;  his  heirs  or  luecefTors,  or  the  governor  and  company  of 'the  honk  of 
Ei^landj  or  any  body  politic  or  corporeie,  or  amy  perfoo  or  perfons  whatfc^ 
ever,  every  (nch  oerlon  or  perfbnffb  foi^mgor  connterfiatmg»or  caaling  or 
procuritigtobelnrced  orcoattterfeited,or  wiUingly aftingor  afliftiog in  tie 
forging  or  eoOMerwitin^,  or  altering,  nttcringor  publifbing  as  aforefaid, 
beiog  thovof  comriAed  in  due  form  of  Uw,  Audi  he  adjudged  goilty  of 
fBknr»  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  <^^^h  ^  ^  U\ckn9  without  benefit  of  c&i^gy. 

Mnnhertmwinn^  cotniiies,  e!ttie«,  towns,  and  other  plaoes,  anebor- 

|i|iMd  mdi  rates  for  the  poipolc  of  difhargmg  the  debte  incurred  by  tl^e 

^xrriii.  Vol.1,  irjf,  O  buildiHg 
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boiidilifHV  ittt2HBg*«f  dMuiphc»»  gaoU,  houfesof  oorne^On,  ^po^rlMiali^ 

Mid o4b«r  «)K>r(|t of  liip^bUi  nature^, which  dtbts  are  leqoired  by  4rner»-adi 
^Ptrltmmtor to  be  wholly  difcharged  within  ctntain  limited  times  r  ^W 
tjubfrtai  it  wo«ld  tcod  to  Ueilitate  the  coUedion  of  the  tax  impolcd  by  *^M 
z&f  tadJMVittld  ^;i  ronfooAble  r^ief  totbe  perfons  liabje  to  tlhe  faid  rxz^ 
if  Awhtime*  were  pcrrattttd  to  be  prolonged  witlx>ut  prejudice  fo  aoy  cre- 
ditors i  B4  it  therrfore  enacted^  That  in  ail  the  fevei«l  cafes  aforeUid,  k 
ihaUI»til«<^0l  for  the  the  vagillrBtes  «r  other  perfons  iQ^vetted  witb  theaa- 
tlK>city  QlFboritwringinoaeyy  and  unpofin|^  rates  £br  the  purpoCes  aforc£bi» 
to  )mMob^  the* time  £br  oomplettng  the  difcharge  of  the  monies  borrovsf 
or  otberv^e  due^  for  any  term  i[iol;exppding.  three  ycear^  beyobd  the  a^ 
fubfifting  term  \  Provided  alwaysi  ttu^^i^ch  order  te  nlade  with  the  eoa- 
fent  in '  writiiig  of  the  refpedive  credltbOi  or  fo  many  of  tfciem  ms  &all  be 
affbfUd  thereby. 


AMENDED  CLAUSES^ 


ASDbi  itfuntbin  enaQed^  Thst  evcr>'  inkecper,  auid  t/Sott  pteibci  K- 
cenfed  to  fell  wine,  ale^orothei*  liquors  by  retail,  a&deyefv  perfon  ktepis^ 
any  fchool,  academy,  or  feminary  for  learning,  and  ufu;my  Itario^  rhaf 
fcholars  to  board  and  lodge  (to  a -number  not  lefs  tha^  ten)  in  their  le- 
fpt^live  dwelling  houils,  fliallbe  entitled  to  be  exempted  in  tlie  like  cnlei  \ 
and  the  addiiiuna!  rate  or  dyty  to  be  impofed  on  th^  re())eAiveljr  b/  .tins 
ad  Ihallbe  afcertained  in  like  manner,  and  under  the  lik^.  rules  andnqguk- 
tions,  as  are  berein-before  prcicifibed  with  refpeft  to' persons  aBcftd  for 
boufes  actually  let  to  lodgers,  or  having  (hops. 

/btd  hi  tt further  tnact^dy  That  efery  pcrfon  having  cne  or  moipe  diveO- 
ing  houfes^  ufuaUy  let  as  a  ready -furnilhed  lodging  houfe  or  locf^ii^ 
houfesj  or  keeping  one  or  more  dwell Vg  houfes  with  the  puipofe  m  fo 
vfually  letting  out  the  (ame,  fliall,  in  reipeft  of  each  dwelling  houle  (b  let  or 
kept  with  the  nurpoie  of  being  fo'let,  be  liable  to  the  faid  additional  rate  or 
dnty,  at  the  like  rate  and  under  the  like  rules  and  regulations  as  dre  here- 
in preicribol  with  ird'pef^  toperfonsaflciTcdfor  houfes  let  in  part  to  kxlgers 
as  afocefiSdf  and  flialf  be  entitled  to  be  exempted  from  t|ie  faid  additional 
rate  or  du^  in  Eke  tafes  at  perfons  fo  letting  houies  in  part  to  loderr^ ; 
Provided  alwayj,  thai  every  afleifment  t6  be  made  by  virtjie  oT  this  aa  oo 
afty  pcffbj  banng  two  or  noie  foch  dwelling  houfes  fo  let  or  kept  wttb  the 
^urpolt  bt  being  fo  let,  (hall  he  ascertained  at  the  rate  before-mentioned  cq 
the  aaf^UBt  of  tnedutics  now  payable  in  refpe£l  toeachfuefadtrelling-houCe 
fe]}aratel)[i  9^  not  on  the  aggregate  anoOi^nt  of  the  Hiid  dutie^  payable  tn 
relpeA  of  all  fbe  1k>uI^s,  or  of  any  other  of  the  faid  duties  f^  whic^  fuch 
perfon  JhaU  ofc  <»ay  be  affeiTed. 

^rp^idtd  akfjoys  itfid  ^f  it /hriUr  imuUd,  That  if  any  fiich  perfonfhall 
^^revpjed  from  attending  in  perfon.to  makie  his  or  .her  appeal  homzftf^ 
aff^ifmeol  id  the  marhcr  Hrfori^  dire^ed,  it  (hall  He  lawful  tor  foch  prrfoQ 
tb  appeatbj  his  or  her  attorney  or  agent,  and  to  tranfmit  bis  or  berdedaj*' 
ntion,  fi|^iied  by  luch  a|;pellant,  and  attefted  in  the  manner  and  in  the 
forii}  neietn  direlEled,  to  the  refpe£tive  cbromiflibttei's.  before  whoih  fuch  ap- 
peal J[^j^U  be  depending,  which  dectaratiota  fo  to  be  traniiiiitted»  being  vai. 
fied  on  the  oath,  or  (being  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers)  on  tWlolemn 
ift'imatiohof  tRe  appellant,  fliall  be  as  effcJlnal  ai  it  fuch  tippeUant  ba^ 
appear'cii  in  pei  fo^,  ajid  which  oath  or  fol^ntn  aSrniation  any  twojuftteet  of 
xht  peace  of '.  ny  county,  riding,  ibire,  ftewartry,  or  pb'ce,  or  ^y  tnocoin- 

"      '  fliiflioocrt 
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%>«ftomft  kr  qi«frtiiig  tbif  aft,  of  the  divificm  ^ tot  fqcb jppc^A^ fi* 
^e»end»g»  tf^  hwiby  empowered  to  •dnrimfhn-.  yd^;ai^  W  Ifti^Bjp  r*. 
'^taired  to  certify  th^f  firor,  at  the  fpot  of  fucli  cted^tso^/bjrVttTO 
^rr  thdrrcfpc6tivchaii3s^^  ^      v.  Tr^^-- 

A^men^d  oath  of  an  affifhmt  rtimttafioii«rrf<»«iicWiti*g 

»«  I.  /.  B.  do  fvrcaf ,  that  t  '^tlJ  f^ltfiftiHf efscecwtt  the  Mof€^^  af. 
•«  nnant  commidioner,  acc^r^lne'to  sm  aa>  pam^in  tm  "Jl"^.- 


NEW  CLAUSES  BROUGHT  UP  BY  WAY  OF  RIDERS. 

PROVIDED  alfways^  and  hi  tt  further  enaSedy  That  no  pcrfon  (hall  be 
deemed  to  occupy  any  dwelling  houlVfor  the  |>urpofeof  being  kt  oii(i(>oart 
to  )odftr9,  or  as  a  ready- fur niflied  lodging  houle,  unWfs  i\\t  fame  Obtf  be 
^dually  lettorunitf^^rorae  perfon  (hall  prove,  Hpon  the  nppcal  herein  men- 
tioned, that  fuch  dwelling  houfe  had  Keen  itrt  oiit  tn  part  to  lodgers,  or  a$a 
ready-fitrnt^ed  lodging- noufe,  within  the  year  preced**^^  the  tim^  of  n)a)t^« 
injj  (uch  appeal,  or  that  the  fame,  not  be'ng  fo  let,  hirl)  been  adveriVieJqr 
publickly  offered  to  be  fo  let  in  the  period  in  which  the  fame  (hall  not  fcave 
pcen  fo  let ;  and  that  fuch  pcrfon  hath  occupietl  or  kept,  and  doth  continue 
to  occupy  or  keep  the  fame,  with  the  bona  fide  purpuie  of  being  let  out  ii| 
part  to  lodgers  or  as  a  ready-furnifh^d  lodging  houfe. 

Trtmdedalfif  and  he  itfurtker  tnaSiedy  thaf  notliing  herein  contajn^d  /hall 
1>eoDDftnied  to  extend  to  charge  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duty  oji  the 
amount  of  the  duties  payable  on  houfcs,  windows  or  ligbu;  in  i^ueS'of  any 
of  the  ro^al  or  public  hofpitals,  or  any  chambers  or  apaftineats  tpciiein  ufe4 
oroccupned  forchantable  purpoles.  '  . 

Pfwided  always ,  and  be  it  further  enactedf^h^it  ff^ny  pert  on,  dnrgti 
by  ti\c  laft  aiHrflTincnt  or  a(r«rflrments  made  as  eTor^fuid  toatvY  ©f  tfie  delict 
now  payable  on  fervants,  carriages,  or  horfc:*,  /half'  it'  acy  rrnit  Be^re  :fie 
(iHl  day  of  November  one  thoofand  fcven  hundred  and  pii^ety  Itven,  liavf 
cfafedtokeeo 
carriages,  or  n< 
f^:\\\hrvc  hondj 

day  of  prober  pne  tUoufand'  fevenTiun'tre^anci  'hipeiyl,  _, ,...  ...,., 

qfhearjnc^be  appeal  a^infttheaifcirmtm^R)  lj^'i?iade  under  tbU  atl,  with- 
out any  fcrvant,  cairiHge  or  horfc,  or  any  ft:rva«t»,  cariiajes,ot  liuiIH^m 
lieiiof  the  form^w,^  liable  Jlo-  the  Uke  dqty,  thep  fuch  perion  fts^px^  pro6t 
thereof  to  the  iatisfa£^ion  of  the  commifnonci-s  for  'e;f«utinitm^ 
exempted  fj*om  any  charge  to  be  >ii:\de  by  virtuf  61  itls  a^  90  flii  iinpu^t 
of  iheTaid  duties  now  piyable'  on  fucH  lu-vWnt.s,  carriages,  a^wjf  jajCirSs  Jt^ 
rplfctively. '  '    ,.         ,       .    .'*         "     \  /"  "   *^  !        -v  K,.'   "•^'^i'.-, 

J^i'tnfhded  atfy,  and  he  Hftfjri^nnacfed^Th.iit  if , any  pcrfon  S)^ar)gW'ai 
afbVtraid^c>aiiy.(;/f  the  diiijes  now^ayable  on  carr'agcs,  iH^ll.  jroip^he  fiftb 
day  ot  Aprirope  thousand  feyni"  hundr/?d;  and  n*n?fy-^rvei4,  to  th«  timl;  ot 
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tenral  between  the  faid  ^h  ^ay  of  April  .one  tboufandUkven  huadnkmd. 

•  ninetf  fcTcnr  and  the  time  of  hearing  tj^c  appeal  a^Inftthe  aflrffmesti^  ka 
ma^etihdtr  t&is  aft,  then  fuch  pcrfon  (imW,  ou  progf  thereoCto  dM^  M^bc» 
tibifbfB»e'cotnTninioners  bdbfe  whom  the  appeal  for  that  c^Ce  flisil  be^- 
pcn<fingi  be  tfxempfed  from  any  charge  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  id, 
ori  <l«Kii6tinf  of  the  duties  now  payable  on  fucb  ^uriage  or  caoriagca  fe 
dife^timied. 

^  P^Mdfda^f  oMd  he  itfuH^tr  enacted^  That  pcrfoiit  nor  Orteg  n 
<it«ei/<6r'^e-fbbiii'bi  thereofj  <»-  in  market  towpa^  a^d 'tuying  Ixit  oar 
place  oftHTdence,  who  ihaii  Q6(^W  ^ted  above  the  fan  of  twaaty  fire 
pmiVldv  fof  ttittir  male  fervanta^' pleafure  horfes^  axid^cama^^^^  fluftbc 
afleff^d'for  fbelr  tnaniion  houfes  ai^/if  ^th'^y.^oiHalo^  fpcty  wiodows  oniy^ 
noMkhftandmg  they  fliould  cont^iJqiWcatc^ 
tKe  addh'dnalnites  and  duties  ionpored  by.thU.a6L  - ., 

Pf4^id€d  atfh,  and  be  itfurthir  enacted^  Ti^ai. every  per fon  ocevfvyiag  » 
&rm  at  »he  ttine  of^y  anefTment bemng  made  o{  tho  miaAAitwooAi  rafrc 
^nuii duties,  by  virtue  of  this  a^l,  on  horfcs,,,by  4be  £^4  tmoiJBt^  of  tte 
thirty  fixth  and  tl^irty  feventh  years  of  the  reign  of  bi$  pM&nt  MaMtty^ 
befbhe  irAcntloned,  and  who  (hall  quit  the  fatd  larti^^  i|i  .pwffiiaiior  f^ssy 
*norieegive|rbdR>rethcBrft  day  of  December  one  ilio^fand  ie)ren.hBads0# 
and  ninety 'feven,  (hall  be  eptliled  to  an  abatement  of- the  faid  additioflal 
rate^dOtyj  for  the  whole  of  fi/ch  horfes  kept  for  th^  purpo^  of  ira^ 
hWMlfyiijibn  fbdi  farm,  which  fuch  perfon  (ball  ceaJe  to  kqep  after  ba vine 
'fo  i|u»tra  the' fald  farm  ;  and  the  aiieflifnent  ipade  upoB^fucbpcs'lbo  IhatH- 
on  pi^dbfftd  the  fatisfa^Uon  of  the  cominiffiooert  foreyeq^tiDgtliM  acty^of 
fncn  pierfon  having  bond  faUctnCtd  to  keep  any  number  of  tbch  borlcty* 
and  tiath  ifeiti^ined  without  any  other  horfes  in  lien  of  the  former,  bean- 
titled  to  ah  abatement  in  refped  of  fuch  number,  as  aforo^ud^  a£  the  hH 
horibs* 

Fr^ided  sthonyj^  and  hi  U  further  tnactei^  That  if  any  pcrfon  wlwAaJI, 
preriotts  to1he  firft  day  of  appeal  under  ihi»  a5l  for  the  diiirlA  ^inhere  AicH 
pcrfim  refideSi  have  inrolled  hiniiclf  in  any  regiment,  corps«  or  tiuop^ 
yeomanry  eavalry,  ntifed  by  virtue  of  an  a  A,  pafled  in  tlie  thirty^iburti 
year  or  ttte  tin^n  of  his  preftnt  Majcfty,  intituled,  <<  An  a6i  for  eocoorag* 
ing  and  difciphning  fuch  coi'ps  or  companies  of  men  as  ikall  vohmtariiy  «». 
roTftiHhftlves  for  the  defence  of  their  counties,  towns  or  coafts,  or  lor  tJhe 
grneral  defence  of  the  kingdomi  during  the  preient  ivar,**  ihail  not  have  ob- 
tained hi*  eitemption  for  one  horfe,  D)are,  or  gelding,  in  purfuanceof  •• 
aft  paAd in  tbirty-iucth  yeaivof  the  iei|n  of  his  faid  M29efty».iBtitaled, 

•  <*  An  aft  for  granting  to  his  Majrfly  leveral  additional  dotie*  on  horiaa ' 
kept  for  the purpoiV  ot  elding,  or  drawing  certain  canities  th^csn  mcBh* 
kioned,in  Vhe  laft  aiTHTment  made  for  the  year  ending  the  fifth  day  oi  Aprii 
one  thofikraifid  feven  hiindred  and  ninety -eight,  then  and  in  fuch  cafe^  on  pioo^ 
to  the  fatisfafitoii  orihecommiflioners  for  executing  this  aft,  Wlua^besiag 
entftkd  to  focH  ex«m^tion,  and  on  produ£tion  of  a  ceiti^cate  to  -.be  jntf^ 
out  at  anytime  previous  to  his  making  fuch  apocal  of  .h^s  fejcviecm  fis^'^ 
regiment II  obrps,  or  troop,  in  the  manner  direfted  by  the  faid. i<^*m«m«^^«d 
a^the  ^^onfo  em  oiled  and  ferving  (hall  be  airdfcjd  to  ihe.jaidaddtiioad|£ 
rate  or  duty  in  like  manticr,amd  at  the  like  rate,  as  if  luch  onMOpika-  bttt 

,  been  aHowed:  -      .  .J  "  '    • 

dbid  hi  it  further  ehaStd,  That  iUfhen  any^pr  rfon  charged  to,  ibe^utka  - 
.pow  payable  on'hotilts,  windows,  or  lights,  or  on  xnhabltfd.  hi^feii^Bfliji 
remove^tjhi  the  dwelHns  honfe  in  rei^ea  w^eitof  fuc^  .cwu-gf '/hati  tetva^ 
hmm  beenimpofed,  the  auefthlent  ni^<f  byVirtue  of  thi(d^aft,  (q  ^iQ^fttyJAtea- 
roibtliiMkKoftbcdutws'^ay abler  in  r^fp^  to  fuch  direli^&bo|i^iv.4aa 
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mM^nA6ettTm\iM4rem  the  ddy  oniw>)ich'  notice  fliall  Be  glireft.offMch.vfr- 
■K>vftli»tKec«neA(h'rora(lefloi^,or  iHiy  twb.orn>ore  of  them,  of  (he  piM^ 
r'Sh-oTflsKt  \Vheft  feith  dwdling'  houfe  U  fitnatej  and  the  fucceeduv^oc^^l^ 
fpttr  ihaU  hecofite'  chargeable  ^d  the  faid  additional  rate  or  duQr»  iDre^aft^ 
iocii  dw^tling  hbtife,  rfX)m  tlie  day  he  or  Jne  Q^i^W  he^o«pe..the4)ecMpiar 
theFe^aMd  rbe  echfiMi/nttners  fr  r  e^^eciiting  this  a£(y  ihall  cau.'e-.ai|]|&^* 
mexit  to  be  made  on  fuch  riu:ce^<ilneoccqpier>  Qf)  the  ao^aant  ^^tfce  dyffiies 
I>av»bfe  ir.  Teiix^^loriuchdi^riliii^  houfe,  and  alfooo  thic  amount,  of  Alfli 
•tber  of  ihe^faiil  duties  now  pav  .  ', ,  .  /l.  .<h  fuch  occupier  vraMr»ihallh# 
liable  tabc  afleded:,  provided  nKv:if  Sj  thai  th,c  perfon  fo  renMKfiRgtMf'.^ 
againchai^toth«Ya!tdadditii :i]:ij:(ife  pr  duty>  in  refpe^  o^90y!>^hi^r 
dweiling  h^iie  whii^h  he?  or  (lie  nir^y  bctnpy  it  any  lime  a^teL*  fuch  jrphj^rMl  { 
ami  alfo^n  the  amotrntcrTAah  otlA^tir  tin  fald  duties  ugw  .payt»Wfi  ^ 
which  fuch  perfon  wasaflc(Ied,pii%roiji  to  ^»ch  removal^  andTuch  qhv^> 
ID  jefpoft  or  fueh  6(her  dweihiig  HmLJ^r  Hi  dl  ccmoience  6om  the  rime  iVich 
pertbn  ihail  breometReorciipier  '  \  lucU  other  dwelling  houfe,  and  iMJtbe 
pud  on<the  iit|taltfiiettthexten(\MOg.  ;.  ;<  ,•:.  - 

Fro9iifed  difti  Mtd  be  it  fkrdf^  tnoBedy  That  if  any  .peffon,ihail  h^ 
allied  to  t^  dtitiei  oii  carriages  in  refpe^l  of  any  additional  cajcriaeejcept' 
flffter  the  paiHn^^f  Ihh  act,  and  which  (hall  not  have  been  uft^b^pr^tlhe 
pafiing  a^'tMi«  act,  by  any  "perfon  whatever,  of  if  any  perfon  aot'i:|^afgod  to 
th«dutiet  on  cirfiages  within  the  year  ending:  the  hfth  day  of  ApHJ.  ono 
tl|ou£uid  fe«!cilli« mired  and  ninety  eight,  (h^ll  be  afltflcd  in  refpept  qf  any 
conriaee  which  hath  iieen  kept  and  u(ed  for  the  firft  time  after  the  pai&nj^thv 
act»  tttm  and  In  eterj^  fuch  cafe  the  perfon  fo  keeping  or  uixuff  lyck  cavrii^e 
Iball  not  he  liable  to  be  affcfled  to  the  faid  additional  rate  or  dutv  ip  i^^^opt 
thentof,  io  ^/t%y  ftim  ^eater  than  once  the  amount  of  the  fald  qcitieii  •  noir 
p93^ble  on  fueh  earrrtges  j  and  that  the  aflTcffment  to  be  made  on  oncp  the 
amount  (hall  commence  |'rom  the  fifth  day  of  April  next  after  f^clvcaffiag e 
ilialJ  begin  to  be  u(^d,  an^  the  aireflmcnts  fo  to  be  ipadeoq  oQcr^lj^  amount 
oj"  the  dtttiea  now  payable  in  rcfpea  of  fuch  carriages,  (hall  be  riui^ftpn  fftich 
amount  feparately, -and  not  on  the  aggregate  amount  ot  the  dv^i^S/aifeAcd* 
upon  fisch  perfon ;  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  con^axytbecfpf  rnot* 
witb(bndifig.  "' 

Bm^idi^alfh^anAht  it  Jurtber  tnaSlcd,  That  tjjt  additional  rat^ar  da- 
ties  hereby  impofed  fhall  fi5texrcn<l,  or  be. con  limed  toextea^d^  to^OH'riagefl' 
wifh  lefs  than  four  whwis,  p'ftrticijlarly  mentioned  aiui  diftCwrib^dby^the 
name  of  taxM  ctirt$,  in  an  act,  made  in  th>,  thirty  .-fifth  year  of  t^(  r«2|n  cf 
his  BrciigntMajef^y,i)ttitiiied,  "  An  act  for  lepealing  k»  muc{i  oif  anractor 
Parliament,  fxiiled  in  the  twenty. ninth  year  ot  the  retcuof  hi?  ut^^  Mft»# 
je&y»  intitided,  *'A>r  act  for  granting  to  his  Majeity  Xeiffai. additional 

*  ;fa|ea  and  durtes  uponhorfifs,  and  carriage?  with  four  vvheels}  and^mt-. 

*  plaining- and  amchdhig  an  act^paffctl  in  tlie  ^wtnty-fifth  y<airjQihJt9  prc- 
4att  Majeity,  as  f&r  as  relates  to  certala  'carriages  with .  two. .  or  three 

*  l^ieeU  thei%iit  mehcioned)''as  relates  to  the  aidd^iional  duti^  upott  carw 
n^gei  with -four  wheel«,  ufcd  as  llage  ^otu-hMj  «»nfl  for  reducijag  the  dn- 
tUs  tf pon-eturiages  with  Ififs  than  fou r  whf  <r]>^,  uaoiUy  ufed  in  tb^  a£Ejiif  I  -  of 
kuihandry,  or  for  the  purpofes  of  traded  .  ••      .  . 

FrowM'sdfoi  eird  he  it  fuftber"ena8edy'f\\ii  nothing  her/^ioc  <oa« 
tained  i|iali  be  conftriied  to  extend  tccha^rg^jhe  fairf^additioakl^te  <v  <lMlgf 
on  the  anounVofihedutie^VioW  payable  gp^carVia^cif  in  refpe^of.gay  eAi>4' 
riagc  Itept  by  ant  ^^li  duly  iMj^ni^U  t^  1^  out  ho 


riagc  Itept  by  anjr  ^(foli  duly Ti^^nffUt^l^  out  hoi  fcs  for  hire,  ^  f  ui<i<ii»f 

anceof  an^iacYpstted  iti  the  twenw  fift^vcar  o»th,ercign  of  h^  pr^i^qft' 

^IaJdlv,alidtlfed^t>1*•theyu1•pofes  ^I^^he.l^       rn^ntioncd,  fucl\^lpfi 

duifi}blii^Vitej|b«r(gti]JQ^h<  ofitiVfaid'a.ct  wrthVefpsct  to  luck  carriages; 


ill8  ABtUtMDTAXttlt. 

IMT  to^l^tethe  aS6  t^fiteiUvftfeeorifaty  or  ikrmMMnit  bf  tkedddfe 
now  ^yftble  olt  fenrantSkia  fMamk^  of  tMtt-vtii  ^sAi  in  thrt— <f. 
fifdi  aftd  fhirty^ewnth  ^citfi  oftlie.'fMpi  of  Us  pnAotMiyefty,  «iRrfM 
of  «iiT  -Winter  It^pl  in  ally  tayern,  ogM  lioafe,  iiiii»  MbinSr,  or  in  op 
otfacrteuft'lleciiredto  ftll  wine,  ak» orotber'  Kquorv  bf  retail;  oorn 
€&9r|r«faeiiid  adllttioM^Tate  or  dmy  o^-tlie  atnonnt  at  the  dntieo  vm 
pay«b)ebil>citfrr*g«r«s  idbitfaid^  i*  nf^ecriof'Ciiy  oarHage  kept  b^  aay 
coiefato«k«roro(^rp«rfdihortheptti^eo£iifin^kii^ariereut  to  Inrt. 
Provided  akuajs,  Imtd^  bftjgfuMui^inKatdfTkmJtHrkmn  mndl  nittr  ik 

ItfHu^lbr  TtM^refpiittive  cotftinSfiiMU^&re£nd>wreodv^  die^^pna^f  aiif 
peffon,  on'Mc<ftiAt  of  i<M?o»ne|Xk^u«ji\H(afcfihtfBtt  lnii»  by  viiTueof  dn 

fmcd'm|ryf^  atitf  Whether' fiirfaL^ckbttilliaiihfis&t^caMtr^ 
.  nor^or  fb«  ^l«ditieof tho  p«^ron  airtl&dnia#liire-b«ei»tauailbechfoEt  dn 
teiing ftM  aflbirmemor«)fiff)i'^  (liarfucbapffcai'ih^lW^^ 
£frb«iii^the)wtffll«th  daysidf  AynltMifnyMu)  4hifi?bs^flw(oofiiiniiHce 
of  tbj«  atryasid^to  proc^d  tlicrcmbyaiUttiitorfbeiilc^niifli^mAdA^^ 
» artf  iMi^eby^^MCetibed  in  othor  cai^^  of  fitob  »ppMJ|.ynad  i^mtmmf^' 
mcnt  of  the  faid  addittonai  rate  or  duty  afieflbd' xni'iliidi  apfwtotet^ 
a»f be  nfM^r<|ri^(tRc'h  appeal,  fhaU  Waitonod  ^cditl^ 
befoii  fiitfil^iMd  in  fuch  cafes  of  appead.  '  .•      J  — o  .  i  .»      . 

Pnmdta'mljh^/mdhi  it  jitrtb^  tnaStdt  That  idl  facb  ^k-mtBrnm" 
•dap|MU«3rgaMuTyftichaaeflineAt  asaferefind,  flmil  i»  anetoi  wak 
like  retfjfMi^«*4ui«biiriooer8y  >  or<*the  cterfc  to  the  taipiediw  connnjfiDaai 
ibr«Mtnc$ikg'4hUfia»withmfit«eniiaysa{»r4ncbafleCmei^         ba%M 
and  alkiaid^yiH  the  fame  MA  bt  betrd  and  detarmhied'tcn  4ayi^»t  leaf 
Mm»tAK4fay«ppoint«df0rpttyhig  tbefirftinibiliiMntthcKon,4br^«llBdr 
purnofetfae^ridfdrpe&ltre^oaMniffioiMra  £>reaecarifi^thir*act,  iadt»  with- 
in tWlliniif  btrifis^m^wtloned^^a^poiiyt  a  day  or  days  of  appoi,  nafcfi  tbc 
day  o6«p|Mtifibttia1Kl(rai«Mlfi|  of'^fhe  jthitiea  now  payable  on'honln^  w|t. 
dows^  or^llj^Mef  oroii'^habiiiMibides^  ii41:ibtMV0Mi^an  wbkfa4a)s  «n' 
ipoaifdyiftfiilchtq^eaivt  oomMMIooerafor  eaecutli^  thitnct  arabcRby 
n^ufaed  to  hear ittU  determinoaUrQeb  appeals.  ' 
. .  Jmd^^ it^fim^r0mSed^  Th^r iie fbali  be lawAtl  for cte  aiDftant  om* 
miffioaora  for  any  pktHi  or  place,  wilfh  the  approbation  ^tbt  cooHufiao* 
ors  for  execating^tmt  aft  ^tbin  the  Aaie'  dififion^  or  any  two  or  moia  of 
them,  fiichaaprctbatioa  being  teiiifted  bv  writing  under  thoir  haniaand 
ftalst  to  eM^loy  a*fit  perfon  to  bo  their  ^itrkf^whofe  doty  fiiall  be  to  seorive 
and 'file  all  deelamttoBs  delivered  |»  the  find  aiSftattt  commilfioiteea  iip«| 
aayrappesi^  andcr  shtf-ad^  in  oider  that  the  (aaie  may  be  tttomodftw  the 
ooRimifiianers  for  exosoting  this  afti-ani  to  enter  the  names  of  the  appeliami 
in  a  i>ookor  books  to  be  provided  fTr^tbat  puipofe.  In  order  ib  whidriha 
appeals ftall  be  made,  aad'alfato  enter  whether  the  appdiants  rtl^uQiid^; 
were  fworn  before  the  faid  commiilioners,  or  pcofecuted  their  appeak  bf 
affidavit,  or  by  any  other  perfon  in  their  belililf ;  and  that  the  oommMBon- 
en  for  exocttiinglhit  aft  within  the  fame  dhnHion  .iuillt  oa  receipt  of  firh 
books,  -with  the  iueentries  tbernn,  and  the  declaniipns  of  ail  apprlbi^ 
named  therein,  (which  declarations,  and  alio  all  declarations  received  hi 
thecommiffioners  for  cxecutins  this  ad,  where  the  faid  eommiflioners  fliaU 
^  asafliftantcomminioners,  Wall  be  carefully  kept  by  tlieclcrkaof  the  laid 
eommiflionei-s  for  executing  this  a6l),  make  out  a  certificate  diredcd  to  the 
Qommtftoners  for  the  affairs  of  taxes,  containing  the  numbor  of  appeals  en- 
tered iiinicfa  hooks,  and  the  hoinberofdays  foch  clerk  has  been  employed 
in  h^  aneodaoce  on  the  afiiftant  commillioocri  }  and  the  {hid  coamiifluffi' 

fit 


J 


AttS9SIB  TAX  SUW  «• 

9M€iDrtheafiyr»^ta3m(lHdl»«nTeccipkoflbch«mificttet,IH^W^  d« 
lowwfaaHiaiiwiMmUbtffaidiDitichcMMloriJ^  vrfWai  «iid 

traafcribing  tke  GHdtbqplts,  and  in  keeping  vtd  rrtufning  the  ritockiiitiiMt 
'  of  appeUanu,  »nd  for  their  sttfndaiMc  os  ibc  £uA  aiTiftaal  romwiflynrn, 
not  exceeding  the  rate  at  whieli  •ttornitt  or  ieliciMr»  are  wteUy  piadsfioc 
tlM  like  uttrk  done  by  tbriricCpefthre  ekrlM  |  whieh  (^mt  6^  fetaM-  wl 
9|tt»wed  the  reCpeaiye  vtceinn  genml^  f|n  lh».frQdMCtiflii-4if  fiMhcCtfrtifi- 
catea  with  Ams  ndarfed  tbcre6n»  ^^^li^p^jr  oo*  ^9»y  OMHciiia  tUkMiMiU 
ofthe  reidaiUiiionaiffatesaiiddutic||iifire^i«Bp0icdf  i '. 

\Mmd  hi  it  fMtllm'niMMtd^  That  f  91.  alMbrf:  aad  crilcvvcy*  for  Ae  time 
Mogof  tbc  faiddttHeaaawi  oayabk^MlAnd  are  hereby  rcquJMwdi** 
jpined,  at  the  reqiicft  of  my  ftiiireycr  Hiffiiifpeptor  o£  the  laid  lUti^ ,  io  be 
stidiogaBd  affi<kikigf«ch  fiifmor.«adb^<ir  inthcejuscaiiflMfthflfi^iveei 
jgivaa  to  them  hf  thta  act»  apd  hkithernerfofmance  of  thair  nffft^ibm  dn«- 
tka  hereby  nquirad  t  and  if  a|ky  dihfflir  w  collector  (hall  nq^ltfct  or  ttfvA 
krbe  aiding  or  aAMiig  dny  f^veyor  or  inffector  in  aay  matter  reaujrddjof 
iMB»ip  pnrftmaee  ^  tbfa  fctitfcry  fuclii^flfeflbr  or  collcotor  (b  oilMidtngp 
IbaU  beiiabie  f»  ruch^nakiei  at  %8k(i>t%  and  collectors  are  liable  tot.fbr 
aeglcet^okliitjr  by  aay  actor  act^  of  Fvliamcnt  before  ni|Hitraned»irlativB 
t^^he  (»d4iiiies  aofr payable. 

PtMMdatw9^^mid4»i^fm(ibirenAaid^  That  if  any  perfoiw  haw^ 
received  the  copy  of  the  certi^te  of  His  or  her  aQeflinent  to  be  made  by 
byvtrtneof-lhiaact,  fliall  be  defiroua  of  p4ying  the  duty  in  adtalMbeatthe 
bank  of  Englaady  aad  of  receit ingtbe  dtlcount  to  be  alkw^  b^  thieairt  q» 
prompt  pi^mcnl  at  the  fiwdbankofBneUnd,  it  Ml  be  kivrM  ^  the 
^aAjcr  or  caHuere  at  the  (aid  bank  of  KngUiid*  on  production  of  tlie  copy  of 
|lcb  ccfii6^tt  at  the  time  of  payment  of  th^  fM  doty  in  adrsace*  (the  fiim 
fb  paU  aot  iitaoy  ca<o  to  be  wfi  thaa  tlyefom  which  appear*  by  fiaeh  carw 
^lAcate  tofae  payable*  by  th^ee  inlhlnncBts)*  ^o  make  an  aUow^noe  at  tho 
latefaelbce-mentiomd^^  of  the  fomt  (>|mid  m  a4vanee«  fi^om  the  dif  of 


paying  in  the  fame  tmtil  the  day  ammiated  by  tHii  act  %  th«  imymau  id 
the  Mof  the  ^id  iaiaimenta  thfreby  ddttaegedt  and  in  fuch  ctfe  to  ^iv« 
the  pcrioir  peyiag  in  the  fame  a  certiAcale  or  i«cei|a»  andaduplieate  tfaere-> 


of,  Specifying  (herein  the  number  of  iniahnMitfrthereby  difiAaPsed,  and  ^ 
amount  oftheaUowance(br  fach  prompt  payment  |  and  all  fiirh  aHot^bmcea 
ihill  be  made  by  the  (aid  cafltSer  or  camrs  out  of  the  dutiea  (o  be  foal  ii| 
at  the  faid  bank  of  Englandf  at  the  time  of  payi^  the  Atme.  . 

BmwUd oliwajs^  ufid bi  iiJurtbern^lKttdt  'niat  itflafilip  lawful  for 
thecafliieror  cafhieraof  the  governor  and  company  of  the  book  of  Eng.. 
laod>  onthereeetpcof  any  fom  of  money  by  virtue  of  thb  act»  to  give  a 
fcrtificafee  or  certiBootct  in  lieu  of  a  reeeipt  or  i«ceipte  at  hcratn-befbce 
mennaaed,  and  if  i^i^trad  io  to  do,  a  dtipbcace  or  dupKcaiet  thereof^  or 
Otftificates  of  theHame  tenor  and  date,  and  every  Aich  ceet^ficate  Aall  be  of 
t(ioitb^forreaiid'vaiidity  at  a  receipt  or  rec^ipta  in  the-mAonor  before 

•'The!)?:jV?j>iT  it^crfved  «^e  Royal  Aflent  was  intituled,  «<  An  act  for 
fraKtiftgtb  hisMaj^y  tn  aid  and  contiibufion  for  tl^e  profecation  of  the 
Vfsfr/*         .    '    ' " 
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^'  ■      .  >  Af^EMBD   TAX   Bn.I« 

THE  SCHEDULE 

7i  which  this  A£t  refers. 

KUL£S  for  eilioiating  the  income  of  perfens  appealing 
againft  any  alfcifment  to  be  made  under  the  AA  of  the 
•  Thirty-eight  Year  of  the  Reign  of  His  prefent  M«je(tj« 

npHE  caAs  of  appellants  demin?  ifijl^come^prmny  part  thcpM^fimii 
^    or  out  of  laud:  '  iSf*^ 

In  fuch  cafe  the  income  of  the  <MwSf%i^\  be  taken  at  the  true  asanal 
value,  accoi*ding  to  the  beft  of  bis  knowlf^geand  balief,  Imt  in  no  caie  left 
tban  the  reQt  of  one  year  and  the  half  of  i^cv;  at  which  lands  of  the  like 
quality  and  quantity  are  worth  to  be  let  by  the  year  in  that  neigiiboMf- 
hood » and  aqpording  as  the  iame  may  be  fubjed  to»  or  free  ffom  tyffae,  or 
according  to  the  rate  of  compofition  or  modus  payable  for  the  £ifne»«ficf 
<)edu^in^  fu4h  payments  as  tl^  fame  may  be  fubje^  tOt  and  which  aieal« 
lowed  to  be  deducted  by  theferuh's  from  income  arifing  ouf  of  land. 

Ii>  the  caie  of  lands  demifed  at  rack  rent  ;  the  income  of  ibe  owner  fiaH 
be  taken  at  4h;  full  amount  of  the  rent  lelerved  for  one  ycu**  after  dediAr 
jpffasaioiefaid, 

in  cafe  of  lands  demifed  in  connderatioi|  of  a  fine  paid,  and  a  rent  leicrv- 
cd^  the  faivl  income  (hall  be  takca  at  the  amount  of  the  f^id  rent  for' one 
year,  and  of  fuch  further  Turn  in  rdpe£k  of  the  fine,  as  in  tlie  judgment  of 
the  owner  will  amount  to  a  (um  equal  to  the  receipts  ^i  one  year,  on  a 
fair  average  «f  the  fines  nntccedentiy  Heceived  upon  the  whole  eiU&e£ir 
three  years. 

Vet  the  cafe  of  lands  demifed  in  confidtration  of  a  fine  only,  the  like  ave- 
rage as  aforefaid  fhail  be  taken.  f  .^  / 
.  Cafaal  andlhacertain  profits  arifing  out  oQa^s  ^^t^^  eftim^tcd  ac- 
.cording  to  theWi  of  the  owner's  judgment  «  l^lir^on  the  amoen^  of  a 
fam  equal  to  the  receipts  of  one  year»  on  the  fair  average  of  the  anrecedent 
receipts  for  t  hree  years . 

In  the  cafe  of  a  demife  at  rack  rent,  the  income  of  the  occufvcr  of  land< 
under  the  irntof  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum>  ihali  betaken  at  not  lefa 
tl)an  three  fbunhs  of  fuch  rent  for  one  year. 

If  one  hundred  pounds  pe<  annimi,  or  upwards,  than  at  not  lefs  than  the  ' 
rqll  amount  of  fuch  rent  for  one  year. 

In  the  ca(e  of  copyholdei-sand  lefTeqi  of  latyls  demifed  in  confidcraiion  of 
a  fine,  whether  with  or  without  a  rem  fcferved,  the  income  of  the  copj- 
Iiolder or  lefice  (lall  be  taken  at  not  iefs  than  three  founha  rf the  rent, a« 
lands  of  the  like  quality  and  ()ua|)iity  are  worth,  to  be  let  by  tho>  year  ia 
that  neighbourhood,  *  . 

In  fuch  cafe,  the  annual  rent  for  which  the  houfe  (hall  be  let,  fliall  be 
taken  to  be  the  income  of  the  owner,  af.cr  deda^ing  the  fair  average  fcr 
nioney  expended  in  repairs  during  the  three  preceding  years. 

The  income  of  fuch  pci'fon  (hall  be  t.iken  at  not  iefa  than  the  fuQ 
amount  of  his  or  her  profits,  g»in.<,  or  rectipts  acquired  or  received  within 
fhc  year,  ending  the  thirty- firft  day  of  December  one  thouf^nd  feven  hmi- 
dred  anJ  ninety-feven,  and  which  fuch  perfon  might  or  could  expend  with- 
in fuch  year,  or,,  at  the  election  of  the  pevfon  afTefled,  at  a  fum  not  lefs  thai( 
the  fair  and  juft  a^verage  fpr  one  year  of  the  ainouQt  of  bis  or  her  profit^ 

gauM<i 
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gains,  or  receipts  the  three  years  preceeding  tbAthirty  firft  day  of  Deewn- 
ber  one  tboufand  Icven  himdred  and  ninety  feven»  and  which  fuch  perfont 
might  or  could  expend  within  the  faid  three  years. 

in  fuch  cafes,  tne  income  (hall  be  taken  at  not  left  than  the  whole  fnmt 
payable  within  the  year  preceding  the  pafllng  of'this  a£^. 
■    ■ —  '  '  ^'^mtrn^m  f 

RULES  feUing  forth  in  ?fhich  cafes,  and  on  what  account^ 

any  dedudions  may  be  jmade  in  eftimating  the  fair  in* 

come.  ^  tj^ . 

'pIRST,  The  amount  of  aTtt(piv  d^^i^^ft  payable  for  debts  dwing  by  the 
-*■    appellant.  fjIT'* 

Seccmd,  The  amount  of  stllpwances  fettled,  fecured,  or  a^eed  to  be  paid 
to  any  child  occhiidren  of  the  appellant,  fuch  children'  being  rtfpeflifely 
afleifed  to  the  duties  now  payable  on  hoafes,  windows  or  lights,  or  inha- 
bited houfes,  cither  fepanitely  or  together,  with  the  duties  on  fervants^ 
carrbges  or  horiies. 

Third,  The  amount  of  the  affciTed.  taxes  j  contained  in  the  lad  afTeflrnent 
or  afleifments  thereof,  within  the  year  ending  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one 
thouiand  feven  hundred  and  ninety -eight. 

Fourth,  The  amount  of  the  feveral  rates  made  upon  and  paid  by  fuch  . 
appellant,  within  one  year,  ending  the  thtrty-firft  day  of  December,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-feven,  for  the  relief  of  tho  poor,  for  the 
fererid  rates  commonly  called  the  church  rate,  the  county  rate,  the  rate  (if 
any)  for  paving  and  lighting  ftreets,  or  fur  maintenance  of  fewers,  and 
for  repair  of  gauls  or  bridges. 

Firll,  "The  amount  of  the  land  tax  p^id  by,  or  to  be  paid  by  the  appel*  ' 
{ant,  or  aqy  former  owner  or  occupier,  withm  one  year,  ending  the  fifth 
day  of  April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-eig^t. 

Second,  In  the  cafe  of  lands  demifed  to  the  appellant,  the  amount  of  an- 
nual rents  refecVj^cj^Jthereout.  ■ 

1*hird,  The  amounfufj^e  farm  rents,  quit  rents,  rdrcharges^  ground 
reQts,  and  other  rents  payable  by  the  appellant,  for  one  year,  or  onao 
average  for.  three  years  preceding  the  time  of  making  the  appeal. 

form"  to  be  ufed  by  Appellants  in  declaring  their  proportion 
of  the  duty  to  their  income, 

I,  A»  B.  do  declare.  That  the  amount  of  my  annual  income,  (^,  if 
the  declaration  /ball  be  made  by  a  guardian^  tutors  or  curator^  Pf 
fy  aflewardor  agents  then.  I,  C.  /).  of 

guardian,  tutor,  curator,  fteward^  or  agent,  as  the  cafe  may  be^ 
of  A.  B.  of  OTf  as  the  cafe  may  be^  do  declare, 

«  that  the  amount  of  the  annual  income  of  the  f^id  A.  B.)  eftimated 
according  to  the  rules  and  dire£lions  prefcribed  by  an  aft  pafled 
in  the  thirty-eighf  h  year  of  the  reign  of  his  Majelty  King  George 
the  third,  d6th  not  exceed  the  fum  of 

which  eftimate  I  have  made  according  to  the  lame  dlreftions  and 
ipl^S)  to  the  heft  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signed, 
We  whole  names  are  under- written, 
dtf  teftify  that  the  fignature  of 

is  of  his  proper  hand* 
writing,   and  that  the  lame  wai 
written  in  our  prefence. 
E.  F.  of 
G.H.of 
AprB»i>»^i  Vol,  L  179J.  p  ff^e 


^  m  before  on 
fersfo  the  intended  tnvapon  ofthefe  Kingdoms ; 


ffe  lay  thihlkwing  Paper  before  ottr  Readers ^jas  it  immedlaiefy 
refers^         ' 


PARIS,  %s  NIVOSE,  JANI^AR Y  14. 

TKB   COMMItSAlLY  OP   THB    EXECUTIVE   DIRECTORY  ilT  THE   UV- 
NICl^AL  ADMINISTRATION  oP  THE    CANTON  OP  CALAIS,  TO  TBR 
III  HABITANT  ft  OP  THAt   CAMTON*  - 
M  CITIZENS,  ^  .. 

<*  TH£  viftorious  French  RepnbHnftlbii^r  apprehesch  dingtrfira^ 
its  cncmirs  without.  The  coalition  oinij;  deftroycd,  leaves  Engiand  ex- 
posed to  her  merc]^  9  that  power  alone>  ane^avSng  fupporltd  each  of  tbc 
vinquilhed  powers  in  their  turn— after  having  rttit  France  with  iMetiitt 
couunotiobs,  will  now  fuftain  tlie  who^e  weight  of  fi^  ind^atfan  aod  of  ^ 
ber  vengeance.  The  money  which  ihe'had  lavified,  and  whicb  ibe  ytt 
continues  to  iavifh,  wili  not  fave  her  from  tte  fwordof  the  Rcpul>ltctnlt 
and  it  is  this  fword  which  will  foon  avenge  the  Icaofe  of  all  Evrope,  of 
Tiolated  principle,  and  of  fibeny  trodden  tinder  feet.  Its  corrupt  and  ty- 
rannical Government  will  give  pja^/'to  that  vrbich  the  people  of  Engbnd, 
worthy,  no  doubt,  of  freedom,  (h:t»i  fubftitore  to  it,  and,  before  the  tites 
fliali  have  their  firft  leaves  on  them,  the  tri  coloured  ftandarA,  boating  m 
Che  Britiih  foil,  ftiall  remind  them  of  what  they  vrere  and  what  thej  ooriit 
10  be.  But  in  the  moment  of  fixing  for  ever  the  defKiries  of  the  nrft  Ke« 
public  in  the  world,  the  Gl\  cmraent,  tnrning  its  attention  to  home,  is  do 
longer  diipofed  to  Itave  the  internal  enemies  of  the  Sute  any  reaftn  to  hope 
for  fticcefs,  and  is  detei  mined  to  deftroy  them  ;*not  becattft  it  is  appio* 
benfiveof  its  efforts,  but  be  aufe  they  vmlc<;n  the  public fplr It  j  aid  be- 
caule  it  is  time  to  give  to  the  State  all  that  energy  whidi  has  beta  vainly 
ittcnptcd  to  be  denroyed.  Government  widiet'to  s»II^  rM  tfaej^arfl  m 
their  country,  and  of  liberty  by  Kepublicail  infti|^tl|bR#  b«a 
lican  inftitutioQs  alone  can  give  energy  to  tbe'pfibli£$ia3At  ; 
within  what  its  victorious  aims  have  effeCled  without. 

**  Awake,  then,  Republicans  of  this  canton,  frosn  your  flo«ib«t| 
jwi  ipecially,  patriots  0/1789,  who  do  not  confound  liberty  wkb  Iktu* 
tioufncTs,  and  the  laws  with  anarchy.  This  is  tbe  mdmcot  m  which  you 
muil  confolidate  ytnir  work,  and  fix  for  ever  the  fate  of  Frasee.  Rife  fro« 
your  depitffiotty  iecond  the  eibrts  of  a  GovenuneDt  wbich  k  perpetually 
.triumpbanti  a  Govcmment  which,  on  the  4tb  of  September,  deftn^ 
the  hopes  of  the  Royalift  fiiAion,  antf  fixeii  pace  ROd  iccured  liberty  oa 
she  moll  unihakcn  bafis.  Due  to  avow  your  principlct  openly  $  dare  ta 
call  yuurfelves  Republicans  $  and  may  this  title,  hitherto  untRVoorably  le- 
gaiwMt  become  heneeforth  an  hononrable  titk  |  and  may  tbofe  who  do 
not  ^eferve  to  iharc  it  with  you,  Rt  l^ft  learn  to  be  filenr. 

"  Oftccrs  of  GovernaBent !  it  is  to  you  in  particuiRr  that  I  addrefs  my* 
felf :  remember  the  Republic  will  ooly  be  ii^rved  by  tbofe  who  aie  the 
firicads  of.  liberty.  Remember  there  ts  no  longer  any  toom  to  tefflporite, 
and  that  you  muH  frankly  iheW  yourfdves  to  be  what  you  ait.  If  thee 
Rre  Rny  among  you  «vho  arc  not  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  liberty,  mneiRbef 


that,  of  all  kinds  of  bafenefs,  it  is  the  greatett  to  receive  pav  and  oniMe- 
naucc,  Rnd  to  bold  a  <place  under  a  Governmept  wUcb  you  dctdU  vd  the 
detiru^ion  of  which  you  are  defirous-lo  bring  about,  and  quit  your  fitua- 
tions  before  you  are  driven  from  tbeqit  and  uy  Rfidt  a  nnUk  wbids  lodBV 
or  later,  wiU  be  torn  from  you. 

^  **  SSealtus  Officers  of  the  Republic,  it  is  on  ^ou  that  the  Rcfniblic  par- 
licularly  icliesi  and  or  3'our  example  and  your  ioAutnce  to  give  vigour  to 

thR 
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-  (    t»3    ) 

Ihe  pubtic  mind.  tmp\oj  in  your  officfs  none  hut  t!ie  panitane.of  libcttft 
ind  difeird  t&ofe  who  htve  fignalized  themicWct  by  contrary  ooinions, 
Scrapnlouily  obierve  the^days  (^repofe,  tnd  let  yonr  offices  be  clofe  (hut 
o&  thofe  diys,  and  do  you  yourfelves  afllemble,  together  with  the  Ma^f* 
tfatesy  {n  the  Temple  of  the  taws,  there  to  be  prefcnt  at  the  promulgation 
of  (he  new  decrees  and  orders  of  Govemnr.ent,  to  hear  the  recital  of  their 
triumphs,  the  fongs  coropofed  on  their  vi£tories,  and  the  cmc  diicmides* 
which  are  to  encourage  and  give  ftrength  to  the  iove  of  the  country.  Go* 
Tcmment  requires  that  I  ihould  acquaint  you  with  the  conduft  of  thoie 
who  aft  contrary  to  thefe  ioftrudiont,  and  I  notify  to  you  that  I  ihall  net* 
ther  betray  the  truth  nor  negk%pi|g^uty.  You  too  who  have  been  in- 
chidcd  in  the  requiiition  have  l^eenifK,  by  means  of  the  exceptions  which 
Government  has  thought  proper  to  make,  to  prcferve  yourielves  at  home 
>nth  your  families,  (hould  recc^left,  that  the  favour  you  have  met  render* 
tt  particuhurly  incumbent  on  you  to  refptfl  GoTernment,  and  to  affift  it  by 
combathig  the  enemies  at  home,  while  your  brave  comrades  are  engaged  in 
•ontcfidiDg  with  tbofe  abroad. 

•*  Citisens  of  all  clailes,  at  the  commencement  of  hoililities  againll 
BngkMid^  thefe  coa(H  are  about  to  be  covei-ed  with  the  numerous  battalions 
#f  me  conquerors  of  Italr.  Wclconvc  thele  brave  defenders,  wnd.recpive 
rheorwith  honours ;  obUrve  their  wo  ds;  remember  the  a^s  of  valour 
they  have  perfornned^-Tcnacrober  that  haif  naked,  in  want  of  every  thing, 
ttnd  forgetting  that  they  had  relations  and  children,  and  confidering  only 
that  their  country  and  liberty  were  threatened,  they  fecured  thefe  bleflinfff 
hy  their  blood— ^rnnember  that  they  daily  braved  death,  while  you,  quietly 
at  homer  were  contented  to  read  the  details  ot  their  vi^ories  by  yoiir  fire- 
iide«  Render  them,  then,  that  tribute  of  gratitude  which  they  have  » 
light  to  eape^  ;  apphmie,  at  leaft,  you  owe  them.  They,  indeed^  may 
-ftieak  of  iheir  country  and  of  thetr  liberty,  they  know  what  they*  have 
4o«a.fo|  thenH  an<|^ay  qonfider  them  as  their  own  work,  fince,  without 
their  |AltSc^pei^bfl|;tJwo?ienpi- the  other  would  have  been  in  e)rtftence« 
It  i%jJby  vnitmg  yqar(e(ves  to  thefe  men  that  you  will  learn  to  appreciate 
the  value  of  thele  great  bleilings,  Liberty  and  the  Republic.  As  to  you 
who  abhor  theie  good|p-^ou  efpecially,  Grangers,  to  whom  the  Republic 
•Hbrds  an  afylnm«— you  too  wliom  paflions,  prejudice  and  refentments  ren- 
'<kr  infcnfible  to  her  glory  and  to  Iter  triumphs,  who  daily  pour  ibrth  yotir 
.guilty  wi  Ales  for  her  pverthrow,  whom  the  memory  of  pa  ft  hoirors  cannot 
-deter^-^hoever  you  be,  and  wherever  you  exift,  be  careful  not  to  miftaka 
the  inckiigence  ot  Government  for  weaknefs.  I  gl^e  you  notice  that  the 
^nd  of  this  indulgence  is  at  hand,  and  remember,  that  the  power  which 
has  deftroyed  all  the  Kings  of  Europe,  can,  with  a  breath,  anolhi* 
4ate  you. 

"  Internal  enemie^i  believe,  that  Government  knows  and  (eH  every 
things  clubs,  taverns,  aiki  places  of  public  entertainment,  nothing  cam 
sfcape  their  vigilance.    Awaken  all  of  you  from  your  error ;  you  efpeci- 
ally  who  have  fuffiered  yonrfelves  to  be  corrupted  by  perAdious  influence, 
tetUTB  to  thoTe  fentiments  which  you  owe  your  country,  and  draw  that 
line  between  yooi  and  the  agents  of  England  which  alone  can  proteft  you, 
tcao  enfute  your  fal'ety,  and  hinder  you  from  (harmg  the  pimifhment  which 
J  awaits  all  men  who  ieek  to  thwart  its  projeas.    Citizens  of  all  ciafles,  I 
•  iKmld  betrav  yon  were  I  to  conceal  a  citucI  titith.  Iii  fpite  of  my  conftnit 
eflforts  to  dittinguilh  the  mafs  of  the  inhabitants  of  Calais«frem  lomp  indi- 
viduals, perhaps  more  imprudent  than  culpable,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
frevcQt  Government  miftrufting  this  Commune ;  I  have  not  been  able  to 
ptevent  them  from  confidering  it  in  an  unfavourable  point  of  view,  add 
from  fufpa^gtthat  thctf  ac^  a  Aumber  of  individuals  in  it  whooppofe  its 

meafures^ 


(.  »«i.) 

»i«furc$,  who  regret  the  Monarchical  fyrtcm,  and  who»  devoted  to  p. 
ftdious  England,  are  readjr  to  aflift  the  views  of  that  power.      **   'We  i 
in  poffcflion,'*  fays  the  Direft'ory,  in  its  lerterto  rac,  "  of  the  clue  <y£  t\ 
plot,  and  we  already  know,  part  of  the  truth,  that  the  public  fpirir  is  o: 
nipted  among  you  and  you  alone./   You,  coinmilJary,  in  whonr^   'wc    ba 
placed  confi4ence,  you  alone,  am  ng  thcfc  numerous  denuiKiatio<3«,   c^ 
not  find  one  guilty  pe-  "on;     "What  are  you  abnvit  ?    Wc  remind    you 
yonr  duties  and  your  oaih."     N\>,  my  fellow  citistns,  1  profefs  it  Xouiil 
so,  you  are  not  given  up  ^to  perfidious  Eiif;land,     Its  gold  has   tm>c  coi 
niptcd  you-;  public  ipirit  is  not  extingulfiicJ  among  you;  and  if  the  Er 
gli(b,  who  threatened  the  walls  of  Duokiik,  Ihould  come  to  pre  fen  t  tbav 
ielves  before  tlic  mem^ranle  gates  of  fcarais,  it  is  thert  that  the  woj'ld  wil 
be  convinced  that,  if  ome  among  you  wem  formerly  devoted  to  tHc  ICing 
.you  would  all  have  been  rero]vt:d  to  pcrilh,  m  order  to  prefervp    I^ibcrt] 
and  the  Republic,     No,  lx)th'of  them  are  foi-  you  the  only  x>bje^s  of  youi 
wUbes  and  of  your  folicitudcr    You'  h  ivc  pioved  this  by  tlw  iiun>cro>u! 
iacrifices  which  you  have  already  made,  iT.d  you  may  hereafter  make.   Ab, 
BO,  you  are  not  Engliflimen,  you  are  Frenchmcu  i  yu  arc  even  Rrpubli- 
cans.     I  undertake  to  convince  government  that  it  h3^  been  deceived. 
At  this  n)oment,  when  i-he  armiL*  approach,  wbeii  the  Governmt^c   i$ 
making  eveiy  preparation  tor  invafion,  yon  muft,    cttizensy  remove  all 
fofpicion.  by  breaking  of  all  conneelion  and  communication  with    the 
country  which  chc  Republic  is  about  to  attack*  and  c6vcr  with  its  arms: 
you  will  avoiu  every  corrcfpondence  which,  th^gh  really  innocent,  migHt 
excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  Governnte...,  and  caufc  intentions  to  be  sScrihed 
to   you   which   you  have  r.oi,   and  which  you  are  far  from  enterta^in. 
ing.     This  is  one  facrifice  more,  but  it  ii  time  to  make  it ;  and   yoti 
wdl  make  it  iradily,  b?      <i*  <t  1$  indifpcnf^We— becaufe  hy  fo  doing 
you    will    prevent   ntw    iji«auati«ns    from    occafiooing    new   crroi^— y 
becaufe  jt  will  be  one  proof  more  of  ydur  dievotap^  and  of  your  civilin. 
A  patriotic  loan  is  now  opem-d  at  Paris,  itfordttto  ^celerate  the  ap« 
pioaching  invalion.     Air-    .y  have  the  adminiihut^gi^  jQ}d  the  body  of 
merchants  of  Paris  fubfc,    ed  feveral  millions.'    /number  of  incUvidttals 
•  in  the  dcpiirtnients  are  h«iteuing  to  follow  this  example,     Yoii^vilJ,  no 
doiibt,  imitate  them.     Government  has  left  it  to  the  merchants  ofParic 
to  fix  themfelves  the   moft  fpeedy  mode  of  reoayment ;    and  tliey  wiU 
themfelves  aiHd  the  operation  of  it,  which,  as  far  as  it  appears  dt  prefcnty 
is  by  the  produce  of  the  poft  to  Calais.     You  will  join  your  ofSiring  to 
mine  of  loo' franks^  which  I  propofe  to  add  to  thufc  already  mad^  ti(kj}J 
traufmit  it  to  the  Municipal  Adminifl ration,  who  will  keep  an  account  of 
the  names  of  the  lenders.    The  whole  fum  will  be  fern  oif  from  Calais 
in  ten  days,  and  you  will  prove  that,  fo  far  from  the  geld  of  England 
being  all-poweiful  with  you,  you  can  yourfelves  lay  down  money  to  ha- 
miliate  and  reduce  it.     I  repeat  it  again,  fecond  my  efforts :  do  not  re- 
duce me  to  the  cruel  alternative  of  beifig  obliged  either  to  ufe  feveriiy  in  tbf 
rrformance  of  my  duty,  or  to  betray  it  by  a  culpable  ioduigence.    May 
always  be  happy  enough  to  be  able  to  proclaim  the  civiiin  and  the 
Tirtoes  of  my  fieilow-citizei^s,  and  never  unhappy  enough  to  profecute 
the  guilty  at  the  expence  of  my  own  feelings.     No,  Citizens  of  Calais, 
you  will  Hill  be  what  you  always  have  been,  the  friends  of  the  country, 
of  Liberty,  of  Equality,  and  of  the  Conftitution ;  and  you  will  always 
jrladly  exclaim^  Fh/i  U  RtpubUc  I 

(Signed)  •«  picavlt  maubaillarcQj 

<>  CommifTary  of  the  Executive  Dire^ory/* 

END  OF  THE  APPEKDIX  TO  VOL.  I. 
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